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PREFACE. 


T^E  iUit})pr  pf  (bp  foUawiiiC  pafe*,  in  vfniiug  ns^ 
preparing  them  for  the  inspection  of  bis  readers^  ei|r 
dA^ypiirf 4  tp  k^  two  thiffg?  f:oo4t(u4lj  in  vj^ ; 
The  pecessjtj  of  6«l?#tipor— and  tbe  scriptar^l  wer 
fkoA  of  pbt^iping  it  He  cpnsiders  t)ie  fpriper  a«  ^i9r 
inji^  from  bmiu^n  dpgeperaqy ;  9p^  the  }fitter  is  lai^ 
down  in  tl|e  pUinfijt  msaoerj  tp  Au:ilitiite  thp  p^qipe 
pf  thqse  whe  acl^oqwledge  an4  fee}  tbeif  d^geveracj^ 
to  that  qpljr  Refpipp  of  lest  siqppf^,  ^he  Lord  Jei|f9. 

(t  Yfi\\  be  peep  tbftt  ^  V  fpUj  poqyipped  pf  th^^ 
tfpjgbtj  9n4  buipilifitipg  tpitb^  tii^t  tbe  hupi^p  rape 
ba?e  ftpostatized  from  God ;  and  were  it  no^  for  t}ip 
ricbes  of  bis  grace^  it  plight  be  s^  of  al|^  wilbPH^ 
nceptioq^  that  ^'they  are  pprriipt/'  ih^i  'Uliey  bay^ 
^Qpe  abpipipa^le  worlds/'  tbnH  ^'  Uie^a  f s  npqe  tb^^ 
doeth  good/'  tbut  ''  tbgr  s^fe  altogetbpr  beopnie  p|r 
ihj,''  tbft  '^  there  19  none  th^t  doeth  good>  no^  pot 
one;'*  for>  witbput  DiTine  assistance^  ^'qotbiog  i$ 
strppgi  potbing  is  holy/'  Frpm  this  persuasion  be 
baa  bjENMi  kd  tp  ppiqt  opt  in  il  rviety  of  instnoees  the 
proofs  pf  bumap  d^prayity^  th^t  the  nefressity  of  our 
ponyersiop  to  Gpd,  both  if^  heart  apd  Ufe^  may  be  ipade 
morp  fplly  tp  i^pear.  At  tbp  same  tipie  be  readily 
»dmit9  tb^  SH^ieqpy  pf  pjyine  grace  to  $^\p  us  from 
all  pjvr  evil  prop^9ities«  and  to  pi^pt  in  pur  pature  all 
tbe  eu^Uepfifss  which  fprm  the  phar^cter  of  the  de- 


IT  PBEFACE. 

Tout  christiaD ;  so  thai  none  need  despair^  and  all  majr 
come  freely  to  '^  the  Lamb  of  God^  which  taketh  away 
the  sin  of  the  world,''  and  partake  largely  of  all  the 
benefits  flowiofi:  from  his  death  and  meritorious  inter- 
cession :  in  a  word^  will  be  restored  and  made  truly 
happy. 

He  flatters  himself  with  the  hope^  that  such  as  are 
truly  penitent^  and  are  resoWed  not  t^  content  them* 
selves  with  names  and  forms^  will  here  meet  with 
such  directions  and  encouragements,  drawn  from  the 
''  litely  oracles/'  and  the  experience  of  God's  servants, 
as  will  speedily  lead  them  into '  the  paths  of  Divine 
knowledge  and  happiness.  The  diflBculties  attendant 
upon  the  commencement  of  a  life  of  piety  are  soon 
overcome,  when  we  gain  right  views  of  the  Saviour, 
When  we  discover  bis  tender  compassion  and  ability 
to  save,  our  doubts  and  fears  are  soon  removed ;  and 
by  placing  our  confidence  entirely  in  him,  we  find  rest 
for  our  troubled  and  tempted  souls.  On  this  account 
this  part  of  the  subject  is  considerably  amplified. 

Many  persons,  indeed,  feel  very  little  interest  in 
works  of  this  nature.  In  opposition  to  such  characters, 
he  considers  the  subject  of  religion  the  most  impor* 
tant  that  can  engage  the  attention  or  employ  the 
thoughts  of  men^  whether  we  consider  it  as  a  system 
of  evangelical  truth  having  God  for  its  author,  or  the 
influence  of  that  truth  on  the  hearts  and  lives  of  man* 
kind.  Other  subjects  may  or  may  not  be  interesting 
to  us^  according  to  our  respective  states  and  circiim* 
stances :  this  is  of  universal  concern,  involving  in  it 


PREFACE.  ▼ 

the  present  and  everlasting  happiness  of  eveiy  indivi* 
dual  of  the  human  raee.  It  oughts  therefore^  to  he 
well  understood^  and  embraced  by  all ;  and  happy  will 
he  consider  himself^  if  bj  this  attempt  he  can  prevail 
on  anj  to  believe  its  declarations^  experience  its  privi* 
leges^  and  regard  its  precepts.  Such  will  be  trulj 
blessed^  -God  will  be  glorified^  and  the  end  of  his  la« 
bours  answered. 

Should  any  inquire^  since  so  many  have  written  on 
this  subject^  why  he  thus  intrudes  himself  on  the  no* 
tice  of  the  public  ?  In  reply  to  such  inquirers,  he 
simply  declares^  that  he  was  thoronghly  sensible  that 
many  had  written  much  better  upon  this  important 
aubject  than  he  pretends  to^  and  that  others  may  be 
found  who  could  set  it  forth  in  purer  language^  and 
much  more  methodically  than  he  has  done  ;  yet  he 
considers  that  the  greatest  Success  does  not  always  at« 
tend  superiority  of  talents^  and  that  the  best  and  most 
ingenious  performances  are  not  the  most  pleasing  to  the 
generalHy  of  readers^  or  tend  most  to  their  edification. 
He  thinks  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  prove  that  works 
of  an  inferior  kind  have,  when  accompanied  by  the 
Divine  blessing,  been  as  acceptable,  and  full  as  bene- 
ficial, aqd  even  more  so,  than  those  of  a  more  shining 
nature. 

He  does  not  speak  thus  by  way  of  depressing  the 
works  of  those  who  have  written  better  than  him- 
self: that  would  be  invidious  and  highly  censurable. 
No ;  for  he  has  read  many  of  them  with  profit  to  his 
own  mindj  and  noticed  \i^ith  gratitude  the  advantage 


they  hiTeliMn  ^f  49  others.  In^ie^s^  ii  was  t}iii^  aiffong 
ether  cpiWiderftjtiom>  tbf^t  indttce4  h)|p  to  vnrite  up^n 
this  sMhject.  Tho  mrms  of  B^erj  Alleip^  JSiinyan, 
Doddridge^  Fletebar^  ^is,  ^c.  made  him  4^jrpa4  of 
throwiag  hii  mitp  wt0  the  same  treasury ;  thft^  if  it 
should  plekso  God^  he  might  )ta?e  a  little  of  their  io- 
terettf-the  pleesore  ^f  doing  geo4- 

He  was  well  aware  that  nothing  n^tc  cp^Id  he  ex^ 
pected  in  a  work  of  this  kind^  except  the  mqnner 
of  treating  the  suhjcet^  or  the  peculiar  turn  of  the 
writer.  The  beneficent  Creator  has  gri^lj  diypr^ 
aified  his  work^  not  only  in  visible  objecUj  hut  io 
the  dispositions  and  capacities  of  the  humpn  mii^d, 
Hence  he  eoncIuded>  if  he  wrote  at  a)l«  and  followed 
the  bent  of  his  awn  piiodj  be  niU9t,  more  or  |ess^  4if* 
fer  from  others ;  aud  (bal^  thiE^t  very  differ^ce  qyight 
raeet  with  correspondiflg  vi^w^  iq  soo^e  readers^  who^ 
from  this  cireum^tmPCj  migH  4crive  bepefit  from  bif 
services  and  observ ati^qs. 

He  feels  diq^Qsed  to  a^d^  that  having  spent  upwards 
of  twenty  years  in  trayelling  through  Tar ious  parts  of 
this  kingdom^  preaching  the  overling  gospe)  of 
God  our  Saviour  to  numerous  coogregatioosj  be  h&i 
formed  an  e^tonsive  religious  acquaintance ;  and  per^ 
suades  himself  that  an  attempt  of  this  kind  wi})  no( 
be  ufsuijDceptable  to  m%ny  of  his  fri^s^  for  whom  he 
e^ertains  the  highest  regards  ^d  feels  the  most  siut 
(sere  affectionv  It  Ives  been  bis  endeavour^  in  his  mi'* 
iMtry  ^rnopg  theoi^  to  make  Jesus  the  grand  subject  of 
kis  dispourses^  as  given  for  i^s  to  reconeile  us  to  Godj 


and  M  Wing  In  nd  by  the  iliifiaMitf  of  bis  Spirit^  eiia« 
bling  us  to  be,  do,  aod  suffer  all  that  the  wisdom  o€ 
Ctod  reqtfires  at  our  bands ;  aod  tiunigh  taiany  of  th^m 
Will  btar  these  things  from  his  lips  no  more^  tbqr  Aiay- 
by  pefiisiifg  these  pages  obserre  the  slune '  subjects 
preteiited  td  their  view ;  add  he  hopes  at  last  to  spend 
ajoyfol  eternity  with  them  in  the  kingjdom  of  our 
common  SaTiour. 

He  vienlrs  with  pleasure  the  various  attempts  which 
afb  tiisw  making  by  different  dencfminatioas  of  chrts* 
tiatis  for  the  dissmination  of  spiritual  and  Divine 
knowledge  among  med.  In  this  he  sees  Beligion  tri- 
umphing, and  fully  believes  that  it  will  triumph  over 
infidelity^  superstition^  impiety,  and  sin ;  which  is  ano* 
ther  reason  for  his  publishing.  He  sincerely  wishes 
to  be  found  among  such  benevolent  persona,  and  to 
do  a  little  in  promoting  the  cause  of  true  piety.  No- 
thing but  the  saving  knowledge  of  God^  generally  dif- 
fused^ can  be  the  means  of  general  happiness ;  and 
whoever  conveys  this  blessing  to  any  of  his  fellow- 
creatures^  honours,  and  will  be  honoured  of  his  God.; 
and  performs  the  most  acceptable  services  to  the  hu- 
man  race. 

He  is  conscious  that  he  is  deeply  indebted  to  God^ 
for  his  boundless  mercy  and  great  forbearance  to- 
wards himself;  and  he  offers  this  work  to  him,  in  to- 
ken of  gratitude  for  all  his  mercies ;  and  fervently  re- 
quests that  he  will  accept  it,  and  make  it  a  blessing 
to  those  for  whose  use  it  was  penned  ; '  and  a  means  of 
great  consolation  to  such  especially  as  are  seeking 
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redemption  in  the  blood  of  Jesus^  the  forgivenesd  o^ 

their  sins. 

He  hopes  these  reasons  are  sufficient ;  and  as  he  is 
neither  fond  of  long  introductions  himself  nor  knowa 
any  that  are^  he  hastens  to  a  conclusion  by  observing^ 
^  that  being  fully  convinced  of  the  excellency  of  the 
sacred  writings^  and  receiving  them  as  the  grand  re* 
positoiy  of  all  evangelical  truth,  he  has  borrowed 
largely  from  them ;  'and  hopes  that  these  truths,  so 
selected  and  pointed  at  the  heart,  though  by  a  feeble 
hand,  will  not  fail  to  produce  the  desired  effect — ^tfae 
conversion  of  many  souls  unto  Grod,  and  to  his  name 
•hall  be  all  the  glory. 
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PART  I. 


ON  THE  NECESSITY  OF  CONVERSION. 


CHAP.  I. 

DIVINE   PltOCEDVBE   TOWARDS   MANKIND. 


Man  in  Honour — in  Dishonour — in  Hope — and  under  Outs- 

tisement. 


MAN  IN  HONOUR. 

Almighty  God,  the  glorious  creator  of  heaven  and  earth, 
liaving  resolved  to. form  a  creature  resembling  himself  in 
ivisdom,  holiness,  and  dignity,  made  man  of  the  dust  of  the 
ground,  bccathed  into  him  the  breath  of  life,  and  he  became 
a  living  soul ;  and  having  laid  out  with  his  own  hand  a  de- 
lightful garden,  he  there  placed  the  man  whom  he  had  form- 
ed; and  then,  surveying  all  his  works,  he  pronounced  them 
very  good,  as  being  in  all  respects  worthy  of  his  infinite  wis- 
dom. This  was  man's  first  estate,  in  which  he  possessed  uni- 
versal dominion  over  the  earth  and  its  inferior  inhabitants, 
with  permission  to  eat  freely  of  its  exquisite  fruits,  with  only 
one  exception,  (the  pledge  of  his  obedience)  and  to  employ 
himself  d^ily,  the  sabbath  excepted,  in  the  easy  and  pleasant 
cultivation  of  the  garden.     It  is  veiy  natural  for  us  to  sup- 
pose that  the  first  exercises  of  his  intellectual  faculties  would 
be  contemplation,  love  and  gratitude.  In  beholding  the  de- 
versified  scenes  of  nature  around  him,  his  thoughts  must 
liave  passed  in  quick  succession  from  object  to  object.    In 
eliserving  the  distinguishing  regards  of  his  Creator  towards 
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himself,  he  must  have  Iblt  the  strongest  emotions  of  grati- 
tude and  affection ;  while  the  wisdom,  beauty,  order,  and 
goodness,  every  where  displayed,  must  have  called  forth  his 
*  admiration,  joy,  and  praise. 

The  next  exercise  of  his  powers  was  to  learn  silently  and 
submissively  the  divine  instructions,  injunctions,  and  admo- 
nitions of  his  gracious  God;  who,  knowing  the  attempts  that 
would  be  practised  upon  him,  forewarned  him  of  the  dread- 
ful consequences  of  disobedience. 

Jehovah  then  tried  the  strength  of  his  understanding,  by 
making  the  various  creatures  over  which  he  had  placed 
him  to  pass  before  him,  that  they  might  receive  appropriate 
names,  doubtless,  according  to  their  rank  and  nature  ;  and 
such  was  his  discernment,  that  whatever  he  called  them,  met 
with  his  Maker's  approbation,  and  retained  the  names  he 
had  given  them  :  but  so  vastly  superior  was  he  to  them  all, 
that  not  one  anrongst  them  was  found  capable  of  making 
him  a  suitable  companion. 

Previous  to  this  transaction  his  Creator  had  pronounced 
that  it  was  not  good  for  him  to  be  alone,  and  had  resolved  to 
make  a  help  meet  for  him ;  and  having  taught  him  from  this 
circumstance  how  desirable  such  a  friend  would  be,  he  caused 
a  deep  sleep  to  fall  upon  him,  and  took  from  him  one  of  his 
ribs,  of  which  he  made  a  woman,  and  brought  her  to  Adam; 
who,  immediately  recognising  part  of  himself  in  her,  con- 
tinued with  an  unimpaired  und^^tanding  to  exercise  the 
office  of  assigning  names  to  the  creatures ;  and,  from  his 
penetrating  judgment,  seeing  both  what  she  was  and  from 
whence  she  sprung,  called  her  woman,  inferring  from  the 
whole  the  future  union  of  the  sexes,  and  that  most  tender 
and  affectionate  regard  they  would  entertain  for  each  other 
above  any  other  ties  whatever :  all  which  proves  ( if  the 
words  are  his)  that  he  received  her  as  a  most  signal  mark 
of  the  Creator's  favour. 

How  long  Adam  continued  alone,  or  by  what  means  the 
woman  was  instructed  in  the  will  of  God,  whether  irame* 
.^ialely  by  himself  or  mediately  by  her  husband,  is  not  vt* 
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v^ealed;  it  is  enough  that  she  knew  it,  and  the  direful  effects 
•which  would  assuredly  follow  their  departure  from  it :  and 
it  is  probable  that  they  continued  for  some  time  in  this  state 
of  innocency  and  happiness. 

Thus,  in  this  blessed  plac6,  sacred  to  demotion,  and  con** 
secrated  by  that  which  alone  can  consecrate  any  place  in 
heaven  or  earth,  the  gracious  presence  of  their  God,  they 
enjoyed  his  ^^  loving  kindness,  which  is  better  than  life," 
and  could  have  no  prospect  before  them,  but  a  succession 
and  perpetuity  of  varied  joy.  They  knew  indeed  that  this 
must  be  secured  by  a  grateful  and  cheerful  obedience  to 
the  divine  commands;  but  while  love  to  him  continued  to 
be  the  ruling  principle  of  their  souls,  there  was  nothing 
required  but  what  was  perfectly  agreeable  and  suitable  to 
their  holy  nature  and  situation. 

This  is  the  short  account  given  us  by  the  sacred  historian 
of  the  first  human  pair,  and  the  circumstances  in  which  they 
were  placed.  In  which  we  may  observe,  that  all  the  works 
of  God,  without  exception,  were  all  very  good  and  perfect 
in  their  kind — ^that  man  was  created  upright,  without  tho 
least  knowledge  of,  or  inclination  to  evU — that  all  was  or- 
der and  harmony,  and  that  every  part  conspired  to  the  hap» 
piness  of  the  whole — that  nothing  was  defective  or  redun-* 
dant — that  disease,  misery,  and  death,  had  no  place — and 
that  the  infinitely  wise  and  beneficent  Creator  was  glorified 
by  his  works,  but  especially  by  man,  the  head  and  tongue 
of  all. 

MAN  IN  DISHONOUR. 

Thus  God  created  the  first  happy  pair,  surrounded  with 
blessings  and  crowned  with  fiivours.  Their  minds  were 
pure  and  serene,  and  this  harmony  within  corresponded 
with  that  without ;  but,  through  the  malice  of  the  devil,  the 
beauteous  scene  was  soon  changed.  He  tempted  them  to 
disobey  their  Maker^s  righteous  commands,  to  become  dis- 
contented with  the  bounds  prescribed  them,  and  to  launch 
into  the  untriM  depth3  of  prohibited  knowledge ;  and  the 
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pernicious  bait  was  swallowed  with  apparent  avidity.  In^ 
stead  of  preserving  an  inviolable  allegiance  to  their  Alinigh^ 
ty  Sovereign,  or  being  alarmed  at  the  bold  contradiction  of 
his  threatening  and  command  by  the  impious  tempter,  and 
urged  on  by  a  fiital  curiosity,  they  touched,  purloined,  and 
ate  of  the  forbidden  tree.  In  that  instant  their  innoccncy, 
holiness,  and  happiness,  disappeared,  and  guilt,  evil,  and 
misery,  supplied  their  place.  Their  eyes  indeed  were  open* 
^d;  and  what  presented  itself  but  shame?  They  understood 
evil  as  well  as  good,  and  brcame,  in  some  sense,  as  gods^' 
but  not  as  they  expected,  for  they  fell  into  the  condemna« 
tion  of  devils;  and,  seized  with  horror  at  the  presence  of 
him  whom  they  so  lately  adored  and  loved,  they  vainly  at* 
tempted  to  hide  themselves  from  his  all-penetrating  view*. 
The  dreadful  penalty  succeeded  this  rash  and  sacrilegious 
act ;  and  bad  not  divine  mercy  interposed,  they  and  their 
posterity  had  been  involved  in  one  common  ruin.  Thus  by 
their  disobedience  many  were  constituted  sinners,  and  death 
passed  upon  all  men,  for  all  have  sinned ;  and  judgment  is 
come  upon  all. 

The  Great  Lawgiver,  seeing  his  authority  despised  and 
trampled  under  foot,  seeks  the  transgressors  in  their  guilty 
retreat ;  and,  having  summoned  them  before  him,  he  calmly 
and  solemnly  investigates  the  case;  and,  firom  the  confession 
of  the  criminals  themselves,  passes  the  righteous  sentence 
on  the  old  serpent,  in  the  final  overthrow  of  his  kingdom 
—on  Eve,  in  multiplied  sorrow  in  conception,  and  com- 
parative degradation — and  on  Adam,  in  cursing  the  ground 
for  his  sake,  and  dooming  him  to  perpetual  toil  and  grief; 
till,  worn  out  with  care  and  age,  he  should  return  to  mingle 
with  the  dust  from  whence  he  sprung :  and  he  was  driven 
from  the  heavenly  cultivated  garden,  to  return  to  it  no  more. 

How  holy,  just,  and  terrible,  does  Jehovah  appear  in  this 
whole  transaction  !  Plow  wretched  and  deplorable  the  cri- 
minals I  They  sin — ^they  fly — ^they  accuse  one  another :  the. 
one  seems  ungratefully  to  blame  his  Maker  for  his  greatest 
fkvour,  and  the  other  for  his  creative  power  in  the  formation 
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of  the  tempter's  agent;  but  we  remark,  neither  confesses  his 
fault,  nor  appears  HuiBcientiy  sensible  of  his  crime  or  its 
dreadful  consequences.  The  treacherous  serpent,  who  could 
talk  so  fluently  to  Eve,  was  awed  and  dumb  before  God! 
Such  18  the  nature  of  sin:  it  deceives,  hardens,  and  destroys. 
And  it  was  thy  love,  thy  boundless  love,  O  God,  that  pre- 
vented them  and  their  posterity  from  sinking  into  eternal 
misery,  and  sharing  the  fate  of  their  vile  seducer ! . 

MAN  IN  HOPE. 

In  this  solemfi  transaction  we  observe  how  '^  mercy  rejoices 
against  judgment ;'"  or  rather,  how  eminently  it  displays 
itself  ])y  two  remarkable  circumstances  :  the  one  (the  foun- 
dation of  all  oiir  hope)  in  the  promise  of  a  Saviour,  and  the 
other  in  providing  them  with  more  suitable  coverings  for 
their  bodies,  now  exposed  to  various  changes  of  heat  and 
cold,  of  drought  ^nd  moisture :  ''  I  will  put  enmity  between 
thee  and  the  woman,  and  between  thy  seed  and  her  seed  i  it 
shall  bruise  thy  head,  and  thou  shalt  bruise  his  heel."  This 
refers  to  the  former,  as  ^'  The  Lord  God  made  coats  of  skins 
and  clothed  them,'^  does  to  the  latter. 

Many  have  thought,  and  it  is  highly  probable,  that  ths 
bodies,  of  the  beasts,  whose  sliins  are  mentioned,  were  offer- 
ed in  sacrifice,  and  that  hereby  Adam  was  instructed  in  the 
nature  of  the  ^reat  propitiatory  sacrifice  which  was  after^ 
war^  offered  for  ''  the  sin  cf  the  world,"  and  enjoined  V» 
offer  the  like  kind  of  sacrifice,  as  expressive  of  his  faith  in 
that ;  and  to  teach  others  to  do  the  same,  till  the  Saviour 
should  make  his  appearance.  In  like  manner,  may  we  not 
suppose,  that  as  Adam  was  to  be  a  ^^  figure  of  him  who 
was  to  come,**  Eve  might  also  represent  the  true  churchy 
against  which  the  devil  should  have  enmity,  but  whose 
power  should  ultimately  be  destroyed  by  him  who  should 
spring  from  a  living  member  of  that  mystical  body.  I  dare 
not  affirm  this  as  absolutely  true;  yet,  as  the  spiritual 
,  church  is  frequently  represeated  under  the  figure  of  a 
WomAD^  a&d  especially  so  in  the  Canticles^  and  in  the  Apor 
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ealjpse ;  and  as  Satan  has  always  maliciously  opposed  be« 
lievers,  and  believers  have  always  resisted  him,  it  may  be 
easily  admitted. 

Both  the  promise,  and  this  condescension  in  clothing 
their  bodies,'  discover  to  us  the  gracious  and  providential 
dealings  of  the  Lord  God  towards  mankind.  His  love  had 
provided  a  Saviour;  and,  having  resolved  on  bestowing  that 
inestimable  gift,  he  freely  with  him  gives  us  all  things.  The 
account  which  is  given  us  by  Moses  is  so  short  as  to  give 
rise  to  much  conjecture,  and  conjecture  is  often  very  uncer- 
tain ground  to  proceed  upon.  However,  as  God  does  not 
consult  the  gratification  of  our  curiosity,  or  delight  in  su- 
perfluous information,  he  would  have  us  learn  by  the  con- 
sequences and  fruits  of  sin  how  great  an  evil  it  is,  and  by 
the  gradual  development  of  his  merciful  intentions,  the 
wisdom  of  his  proceedings,  and  call  forth  the  lively  exer- 
cises of  our  faith  in  his  truth  and  fisiithfulness. 

I  doubt  not  but  that  our  first  parents  had  a  much  clearer 
manifestation  of  these  things,  and  witnessed  greater  per- 
sonal grace  than  what  is  repealed.  When  they  beheld  such 
mercy  and  love,  they  must  have  been  deeply  afiected,  and 
would  most  thankfully  accept  of  deliverance  on  any  terms 
proposed  by  their  ofiended  but  gracious  God ;  who,  fh>m  the 
fiilness  of  his  compassion,  was  ready  to  receive  them  through 
the  promised  seed,  and  crown  them  with  mercy  and  lo^ng- 
kindness.  Not  that  he  saw  good  to  raise  them  immediately 
to  their  primitive  state :  they  and  their  posterity  must  be 
variously  tried  and  exercised,  and  give  proof  of  their  love 
to  him  for  a  season,  and  pass  the  shades  of  death,  ere  they 
tovld  attain*to  their  prestine  glory :  but,  this  performed  by 
his  gracious  assistance,  they  should  be  raised  not  only  to 
greater  glory,  but  be  placed  in  such  circumstances  as  never 
more  to  fall,  disobey  his  righteous  commands,  or  forfeit  his 
favour. 

Oh,  my  sotil,  do3t  thou  know  thy  diseases,  thy  weaknesses, 
thy  Wants,  thy  guilt,  pollution,  and  danger !  Learn  to  ac- 
knewledg^e  with  gratitude  that  love  which  has  provided  a 


Chap.  1.]      DIVINE  PROCEBURE  TOWARDS  MAV.  9 

remedy  for  all  tby  evils.  Accept  witli  joy  the  terms  of  sal* 
valion,  and  present  thy  all  to  be  a  holy,  living,  and  accept*  % 
able  sacrilce,  to  thy  gracious  God.  Consider  how  light 
and  vain  every  object  is  that  is  sought  and  rested  in  inde« 
{>endently  of  him — how  inadequate  the  very  best  substitutes 
to  thy  unbounded  desires — ^how  uncertain  the  possessions) 
how  frail  the  possessor  !  ^'  Happy  is  the  man  that  trusteth 
in  the  Lord,  and  whose  hope  the  Lord  is ;  for  he  shall  be 
as  a  tree  planted  by  the  waters,  and  that  spreadeth  out  her 
roots  by  the  river,  and  shall  not  see  when  heat  cometh,  but 
her  leaf. shall  be  greea;  and  shsdl  not  be  careful  in  the  year 
of  drought,  neither  shall  cease  from  yielding  fruit."  Be 
this  thy  care,  O  my  soul,  to  confide  in  the  Lord !  So  shall 
thou  prove  his  fitithfulness  and  love.  He  will  be  thy  pre- 
sent, suflScient,  and  eternal  portioB«v 

MAN  UNDER  CHASTISEMENT. 

In  reading  the  holy  scriptures,  we  observe  that  there  is  fre- 
quent mention  of  the  warnings  and  threatenings  of  Almighty 
God  against  sin,  and  of  his  actuafly  fulfilling  them  by  manj 
severe  and  heavy  judgments  on  sinful  men ;  which  is  no 
more  than  what  may  justly  be  expected,  both  for  the  honour 
of  his  own  righteous  government,  and  the  good  of  the  world 
at  large.  Men  must  be  under  some  law,  and  what  law  so 
holy,  just,  and  good  as  his,  who  is  infinite  in  wisdom,  glor 
rious  in  holiness,  and  absolute  in  power  ?  Would  it  be 
right  to  suffer  their  affronts,  perverseness,  and  reiterated 
ofiences,  with  impunity  ?  If  in  human  governments  it  is 
found  absolutely  necessary  to  punish  the  guilty,  to  render 
legislators  and  their  laws  respectable,  it  is  also  necessary 
that  the  Most  High  should  be  honoured,  and  his  ordinances 
and  commandments  respected ;  and  it  is  no  less  so  for  the 
general  good.  All  sin,  directly  or  indirectly,  tends  to  irre- 
gularity, confusion,  and  misery.  Who  can  tell  the  evil  and 
mischief  one  subtle,  depraved,  opulent,  and  powerful  man, 
is  capable  of?  And  as*  these  things  may  be  acted  upon, 
sought  after,  and  possessed  in  various  shades  and  degrees^ 
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by  multitudes^  what  kind  of  a  world  would  ours  be,  if  be 
did  not  sometimes  mark  their  offences  with  his  rod,  and 
their  iniquities  with  scourges  ?  And  as  these  things  8up« 
pose  that  eril  does  exist,  I  shall  endeavour  to  point  out 
these  judgments,  for  the  conviction  of  those  who  think 
Kghtlj  of  sin,  and  constrain  them,  if  possible,  to  acknow* 
ledge  that  a  just  and  holy  God  would  not  act  thi)9  towards 
mankind,  if  they  were  innocent  or  slightly  guilty- 

For  sin  the  proimd  zras  cursed^  it  is  not  said  to  what 
extent :  perhaps  in  a  degree  every  object  and  thing  par» 
took  of  it.  Barrenness  in  some— deficiency  of  nourish- 
ment  in  others — and  fruitfulness  of  what  incommodes  or 
proves  destructive  in  the  rest.  "  Cursed  is  the  ground  for 
thy  sake,  (said  God  to  the  first  offending  man)  in  sorrow 
shalt  thou  eat  of  it  all  tue  days  of  thy  life.'*  Who  is  able 
to  discover  the  evils  which  lurk  in  the  copious  productions 
of  nature,  or  to  describe  the  effects  which  arise  from  our 
ignorance  of  them  ?  Is  it  not  to  this  cause  that  we  are  to 
attribute  many  of  the  various  diseases  which  sl^ike  our 
ii*ame^  and  threaten  our  dissolution  ?  It  is  true  that  the 
abuse  of  tlie  greatest  mercies  will  also  have  the  same  ten- 
dency ;  yet  it  is  evident  that  where  the  conduct  of  indivi- 
duals is  regular  and  temperate,  they  sometime^  feel  them- 
selves attacked  by  pain  and  sickness,  for  which  they  can 
assign  no  specific  cause.  But  we  have  sinned,  and  there- 
fore must  expect  the  rod  of  alHictioni  in  one  form  or  other, 
to  follow. 

For  sin  f/ie  dements  are  armed  against  us, — ^IIow  often  has 
the  earth  opened  her  mouth,  and  swallowed  up  multitudes, 
as  well  as  Korah  and  liis  company,  and  spread  terror  and 
desolation  through  islands  and  continents !  Sometimes  the 
balmy  air  has  been  filled  with  noxious  vapours,  and  myriads 
have  been  hurried  by  pestilential  diseases  to  the  grave,  be- 
sides what  fell  in  the  camp  of  the  proud  Assyrian.  And 
who  is  able  to  describe  the  horrid  devastations  occasioned 
by  fire  and  water  ?  Mark  the  overflowing  deluge  which 
overspread  the  earth;  and  behold  the  sulphureous  fiery 
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storm  which  overthrew  and  utterly  destroyed  devoted  So- 
dom !   Jehovah  here  .^^  made  quite  naked"  his  sin-avenging 
**  bow,'*  and  spent  the  arrows  of  his  indignation  upon  them. 
^^  Mischiefs  wefe  heaped  upon  thetn,"  and  bitter  desolation 
overwhelmed  them«  God  has  punished  sinful  men  by  storms 
of  hail,  fire,  and  thunder.    Exod.  iXi  24.     He  drowned 
Pharaoh  and  his  host  in  the  Red  Sed.    Exod.  xiv  28.    He 
cast  great  hailstones  upon  the  Canaanites,  (Josh.  x.  11.) 
Iind  destroyed  them.    He  consumed  by  fire  the  two  compa- 
nies of  the  idolatrous  Israelites,  who  were  sent  to  appre- 
hend the  prophet  Elijah.    2  Kings  i.  10 — 12.    And  various 
other  parts'  of  scripture  contain  threatenings  of  the  same 
kind,  which  have  had  their  accomplishment,  are  accomplish- 
ing, or  will  be  accomplisned  in  the  world  on  a  larger  scale; 
while  our  ears  are  pained  by  the  frequent  recital  of  the  ac- 
cidents, as  they  are  called,  which  overtake  and  carry  from 
the  stage  of  life  individuals  on'every  side. 

Sin  giv^s  rise  to  various  calamities. — It  was  for  this  that 
God  Confounded  human  language ;  and  who  is  able  to  ex- 
press the  enmities,  inconveniences,  and  miseries,  arising 
from  this  caus^  ?  Sin  also  is  the  origin  of  those  complicated 
woes  which  have  arisen  from  war  by  sea  and  land — from 
slavery,  oppression,  fiimine,  ferocious  wild  beasts,  destruc- 
tive insects,  unfavourable  seasons,  loathsome  disorders, 
plague  and  pestilence,  melancholy  and  madness,  storms  and 
tempests,  and  the  innumerable  evils  with  which  mortals  are 
afflicted  or  tormented!  All  these  things  must  arise  from 
the  decretive  or  permissive  will  of  Heaven,  and  ought  to  be 
considered  at  least  as  the  chastisements  of  a  guilty  world. 

Sin  is  followed  by  sorrow  and  vexation. — ^It  has  many 
allurements,  and  promises  great  happiness  and  satisfaction ; 
but  how  short-lived  are  its  pleasures — how  delusive  its 
joys !  Remorse  of  conscience,  guilty  fears,  painful  reflec- 
tions, fearful  forebodings  of  punishment  follow,  and  loudly 
proclaim  the  folly  of  sinful  pursuits.  Hear  Cain,  afler  hav- 
ing glutted  his  revenge  in  the  murder  of  his  brother,  on  re- 
viewing his  righteous  sentence :  ^^  My  punishment  is  greater 
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than  I  can  bear."  So  Joseph's  brethren,  after  the  supposed 
loss  of  Joseph,  and  their  cruel  treatment  of  him :  ^^  We  ar^ 
verily  guilty  (said  they)  concerning  our  brother — therefore 
is  this  distress  come  upon  us."  See  also  what  sorrow,. trou-* 
ble,  and  vexation,  followed  David's  tram^fi-ession,  and  tbaf 
pf  many  others  mentioned  in  the  sacred  scriptures :  and  th^* 
same  things  continue  to  exhibit  themselves  among  oflTeadinip 
lliortals  from  age  to  age.  Indeed,  in  consequence  pf  sin,  the 
apostle  informs  us  that  ^  the  whole  creation  groaneth,  and 
travaileth  in  pain  togetl^r  until  now ;"  and  hence  we  have 
mil  demonstration  of  God's  displeasure  at  our  iniiiuities^ 
since  so  bitter  a  cyp  is  mixed  for  us^  of  which  we  must  al( 
partake  more  or  less. 

Sin  is  the  cause  and  sting  of  death* — ^Whatever  we  look  for 
beside,  we  are  sure  to  die.  The  sentence  is  passed  upon 
all,  ^^  for  all  have  sinned."  But  the  how^  and  wAerCj  an^ 
wheny  are  generally  concealed  from  us ;  and  numerous  are 
the  ways  which  lead  to  ^^  the  house  appointed  for  .all  liv- 
ing." Let  us,  in  addition  to  ivhal  has  already  been  ^id^. 
enumerate  some  of  th^m,  and  begin  with  the  variable  state 
of  the  atmosphere.  What  freqinent  changes  from  heat  to 
cold,  from  wet  to  dry,  from  clear  to  misty  I  How  often  dq 
the  winds  vary  in  a  short  space  to  almost  every  point  of 
the  compass  F  '  Storms  and  calms  alternately  succeed  eacl( 
other.  Noxious  vapours  and  exhalations,  arising  from  ve- 
getable, animal,  mineral,  and  various  putrifyin^  substances^ 
are  perpetually  diffusing  themselves  through  the  air  we 
breathe,  weakening  and  destroying  our  frame.  Disease. — ^Its 
seeds  are  sown  in  our  very  constitution,  and  grow  with  our 
increasing  days.  Many  spring  from  intemperance,  from  ex- 
cessive labour  and  care,  from  accidents,,  or  from  the  malice 
or  trifling  of  others :  but  whatever  the  cause,  they  continue 
to  undermine  our  health  and  strength^  till  we  &I1  a  prey  to 
death.  Neither  physicians  nor  onr  dearest  connexions  can 
support  us  against  the  power  of  death.  It  is  the  common 
lot;  and  nature,  hoivever  reluctant,  must  sink  in  Uie  thr^a-^ 
tened  ruin.    Accidents. — ^Our  passage  through  life  is  fuU  of 
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dangers,  which  frequently  are  unavoidable,  and  bring  cer- 
tain and  sudden  death.     What  numerbu^s  calamities  are  re- 
gistered in  our  public  papers,  besides  numbers,  apparently 
too  insignificant  for  general  notice,  which,  though  slower 
in  their  operations,  are  as  sure  in   their  effects.     One  is 
burned  to  death,  another  drowned,  and  a  third  suffocated  ; 
here  the  assassin  plunges  his  dagger  to  the  hfeart  of  his  ene- 
faiy,  and  there  an  unfortunate  wretch  drinks  unsuspectingly 
the  poisonous  draught  prepared  by  the  hand  of  envy,  jea- 
lousy, or  malevolence !     Life's  brittle  thread  is  sometimes 
snapped  asunder  by  sudden  elevation  or  depression,  as  the 
passions  of  joy,  sorrow,  or  anger,  are  excited.    IVf any  perish' 
through  broils,  public  shows,  falls,  frights,  damp  linen  &c. 
Multitudes  of  every  age  and  condition  are  annually  hur- 
ried into  eternity.     National  calamities. — Such  is  the  want 
•of  human  kindness  and  moral  principle  among  men    that 
nations  are  frequently  engaged  in  war  ;  and  such  is  the  am- 
Irition  of  rulers  and  their  interested  coadjutors,  that  human 
blood  is  cruelly  and  most  lavishly  shed,  often  with  little 
probability  ofgaining  their  object;  or,  if  gained,  can  never 
repay  the  immense  price  paid  for  its  attainment.     How 
•hocking  the  ravages  of  armies  in  their  march  !    What  total 
disregard  to  honour,  conscience,  and  honesty  !    At  length 
the  dreadful  struggle  commences.     Thousands  upon  thou- 
«and8  strew  in  a  few  hours  the  ensanguined  plains.    The 
wounded,  dead,  and  dying,  are  promiscuously  thrown  toge- 
ther !    The  victorious  party  triumphs.     But,  Oh,  dreadful 
0cene,  where  death  himself  seems  wearied  with  his  toil,  and 
the  all-devouring  grave  appears  glutted  with    its  prey! 
Where  are  now  the  husbandman^s  blooming  hopes,  and 
whei-e  his  prt)perty  ?     Where  the  affrighted  inhabitants  of 
thes^  rained  towl^s  and  villages  ?    Perhaps  deplorin<y  these 
horrors  of  wide- wasting  war,  and  calling  for  Heaven's  fierc- 
est vengeance   to  overwhelm  the  unfeeling  wretches  who 
delight  in  profindting  its  infernal  cause.    Trouble  arid  disqui- 
Hmde. — ^'^The  sorrow  of  the  world  worketh  death."    This, 
by  too  deeply  absorbing  the  thoughts,  and  engaging  the 
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stronger  passions  on  its  side,  leads  men  to  the  most  unfa-» 
yourable  conclusions  :  gloominess  succeeds,  then  neglect  of 
the  body,  the  appetite  is  weakened,  the  nerves  affected,  and 
the  whole  course  of  nature  disturbed.  This  sorrow,  which 
often  arises  from  various  disappointments,  hopeless  expec^ 
tations,  unexpected  ill-treatment,  worldly  losses,  vexatious 
litigations,  the  wretchedness  resulting  from  folly  and  ext 
travagance,  envious  rivalship,  studied  deceit,  and  such  like 
causes;  when  it  once  gains  the  ascendency,  the  consequences 
frequently  are,  the  subjects  of  it  grow  weary  of  life,  be- 
come discontented  and  dead  to  decorum,  good  advice,  and 
opinion,  and  rush  desperately  upon  their  own  ruin,  by  in-* 
toxication,  bad  company,  and  m^ny  irregularities;  till  sunH 
in  the  abyss  of  vice,  and  filling  up  the  measure  of  their  ini« 
quity,  they  are  suddenly  cut  down  as  the  green  herb.  But, 
should  these  immoralities  be  avoided,  yet  trouble  and  |iiBic-f 
tion,  if  not  received  as  chastisements  for  sin,  or  as  means  to 
wean  us  from  the  world,  and  to  direct  us  to  the  paths  of  vir- 
tue, bring  on  settled  melancholy,  depression  of  spirits,  an4 
premature  old  age.  Who  knows  how  many  die,  a^  it  is 
phrased,  of  a  broken  heart  ?  Or  who  can  enumerate  the 
incurable  diseases  brought  on  by  '^prldly  sorrpH^,  trouble, 
and  vexation  ? 

But  what  is  most  to  be  dreaded  in  death  is  its  sting  ;  an4 
this  derives  its  existence,  strength,  sharpness,  and  venom, 
from  sin.  "  The  sting  of  d^ath  is  sin."  Here  the  justice 
of  God  discovers  itself  indeed.  Where  is  the  reflecting 
mind  that  has  not  dreaded  the  approach  of  death  I  And 
why  is  it  so  dreadful  ?  It  is  because  the  holy  law  of  God 
charges  the  sinner  with  his  sins,  pronounces  him  guilty,  and 
bids  him  prepare  to  receive  his  sentence  from  the  lips  of  his 
offended  and  insulted  fiovereign.  And  who  can  utter  the 
sum  of  misery,  the  hell  of  banishment  from  him  ?  The  tor- 
ments which  men  complain  of  here  aro  shadows,  or  mere 
nothings  compared  with  that,  IIow  solemn  arc  the  enqui- 
ries of  the  Prophet !  "  Who  among  us  shall  dwell  with  the 
devouring  fire  i    Who  among  us  shall  dwell  with  everlast? 
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ing  burnings !"'    There  pain  is  real,  sorrow  is  real,  all  is 

dreadfully  real.     We  then  may  ask,  '^  Who  shall  stand  in 

thy  sight  when  thou  art  angry  ?" 

When  we  reflect  how  great  an  evil  sin  is  in  itself,  then 

God,  as  the  righteous  governor  of  the  world,  appears  to 

act  most  justly  in  punishing  it ;  and  tba  the  does  punish 

it,  has,  i  think,  from  thes^  considerations,  been  sufficiently 
proved. 


CHAP.  II. 

HUMAX  DEGENERACY  EVINCED. 


This  appears  from  the  divine  declarntioris — the  confessions  of 
men—^human  taw$ — general  complainings — cautious  pro* 
ceedings — historical  relations — and  sinful  dispositions. 

• 

All  sin  must  be  considered  as  the  transgression  of  the  holy 
lafT  of  God,  which  is  the  only  proper  ^ule  of  life,  and  by 
which  all  our  actions  should  be  regulated ;  when  we,  there- 
fore,  deviate  from  its  precepts,  oppose  its  authority,  come 
short  of  its  demands^  disregard  its  prohibitions,  promises 
and  penalties,  and  neglect  its  duties  and  injunctions,  we ' 
may  be  considered  more  or  less  as  sinning,  whether  we 
speak  of  the  law  with  or  without  reference  to  a  Mediator* 
Both  require  supreme  love  to  God,  and  subo^iufite,  yet 
fervent  love  to  our  fellows ;  but  .with  this  difference,  the 
one  was  given  to  man  in  innocency,  not  admitting  of  repen« 
tanoe;  the  other  to  man  as  a  &Uen  creature  in  hope,  through 
the  sacrifice  of  Christ,  and  admitting  of  frith  and  repen- 
tance. '  Man  is  now  incapable  of  observing  the  law  in  the 
first  of  these  senses :  bat  there,  was  no  injustice  iu  God^s 
enforcing  this  law,  since  Adam  was  sufficiently  qualified  to 
keep  it  s  and  hia  seU^c^u^ed  deficiency  could  neyer ;  Uke 
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Avar  the  Creator's  riglit.  How  ^reat  then  is  that  mercy 
^  Irhicb  suspends  the  execution  of  that  law,  and  which 
offers  to  the  offenders  grace,  and  that  precious  gift  of  graee^ 
his  well*beloTed  Son ;  and  plaees  them  under  a  dispensation 
suitable  to  their  weakness,  and  c<n*respondent  to  their  wishes 
.and  necessities!  By  embracing  and  conforming  to  ^ the 
royal  law  of  liberty/'  we  have  nothing  to  dread  trom  the 
former;  yet,  should  we  obstinately  refuse  to  do  this,  Wf^ 
accumulate  double  guilt  and  condemnation,  the  penalties  of 
both  falling  upon  us  for  ever.  Let  us  then  take  a  survey  of 
the  wanderings  of  the  human  race,  and  we  shall  soon  dis- 
cern how  far  we  have  departed  from  the  holy,  just,  good, 
and  perfect  law  of  God*    I  shall  begin  with 

THE  DIVINE  DECLARATIONS. 

If  we  think  correctly,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  conceive  any 
thing  more  dishonourable  of  Grod,  than  to  suppose  that  be 
can  be  liable  to  error  and.  mistake,  or  that  he  is  laid  under 
the  smallest  obligation  to  deviate  from  the  strictest  truth. 
Whatever  he,  therefbre,  declares  concerning  man,  cannot 
j^sibly  be  wrong.  Let  us  then  collect  from  his  holy  word, 
what  his  judgment  is  concerning  the  sinful  propensities  of 
men,  and  of  the  fruit  naturally  springing  from  them.  This 
is  preferable  to  any  human  testimony  whatever.  It  is  ob* 
'Served  in  the  book  of  Grenesis,  that  ^^  God  saw  that  the 
wickedness  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth,  and  that  every 
imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only  evil  con-^ 
tinually.*'  He  ^'looked  upon  the  earth,  and,  behold,  it  wa^ 
corrupt;  for  all  flesh  liad  corrupted  his  way  upon  the  earth!. 
•^The  cry  of  Sodom  is  great;  their  sin  is  very  grievous." 
In  the  Psalms:  '^They  are  corrupt,  they  have  done  abomi- 
nable works  ;  thdre  is  none  that  doeth  good  ;  they'  sfre  all 
gone  aside  ;  they  are  all  together  become  filthy  ;  there  is 
none  that  doeth  good,  no  not  one.''  In  Jeremiah  ;  *<Th« 
heart  is  deceitfol  above  all  things,  and  desperately  wicked ; 
who  can  know  it?"    In  the  New  Testament :  ^>Outoftbo' 
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heart  proceed  evil  thoughts,  murders,  adidteriee^  ibrnica* 
tions,  thefts,  false  witness,  blasphemies — ^The  worlds  qf  the 
flesh  are  manifest,  which  are  these :  adultery,  fomi^eationy 
undeanness,  lasciviousneas,  idolatrj,  wi^phcraft,  hatred, 
variance,  emulations,  wrath,  strife,  seditions,  heresies,  en- 
vyings,  murders,  drunkenness,  reveUings,  and  such  like — 
they  that  do  such  things  shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
God/'  Many  similar  passages  of  scripture  might  be  pro- 
duced, expressive  of  the  same  thing ;  but  these  may  be 
deemed  suCScient  to  shew  how  greatly  sin  has  prevailed 
firom  age  to  age ;  and  while  the  same  fruit  abounds,  we  maj 
assuredly  gather  that  the  same  evil  tempers  and  principles 
remain  lA  the  unrenewed  heart  of  man. 

« 
THE  CONFESSIONS  OF  MEN. 

It  is  natural  to  suppose  that  those  who  either  love  or  hate 
evil,  who  either  value  or  despise  the  divine  favour,  and  who 
either  dread  or  disregard  his  frown,  will  have  seasons 
lA  which  they  shall  unequivocally  give  their  opinion,  and 
be  constrained,  from  some  cause  or  other,  to  confess  or 
acknowledge  the  sinfulness  of  their  hearts  and  lives.  Many 
things  indeed  will  remain  concealed  till  that  day  arrive 
when  every  man^s  character  shall  be  fully  investigated. 
Then  all  will  be  laid  open,  and  every  person^s  principles 
and  actions  will  be  fully  known.  Let  us  in  the  mean  time 
hear  a  few  of  the  many  humbling  confessions  made  at  diffe* 
'rent  time^,  when  the  power  or  holiness  of  Grod  has  affected 
the  mind.  Thus  the  king  of  Egypt,  Ivhen  he  beheld  one 
dreadful  plague  succeed  another,  said,  ^^  I  have  sinned — ^the 
Lord  is  righteous,  and, I  and  my  people  are  wicked."  So 
the  setpent-bitten  Israelites,  '^  We  have  sinned,  for  we 
have  spoken  against  the  Lord."  Balaam  acknowledged  the 
Oame,  ^^  I  have  sinned^"  Achan  said,  ^^  Indeed  I  have  sin- 
ged, against  the  Lord  God  of  IsraeL"  And  several  other 
confesssions  are  recorded  in  scripture,  coming  from  wicked 
er  from  doubtful  characters ',  it  is^  however,  from  enlighten^ 
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ed  titiiida,  chief! j,  that  we  are  to  expect  the  clearest  and  fal*' 
lent  confession  of  sin^  both  ori^nal  and  actual.  EliphasS 
tfajH,  ^^What  is  man  that  he  should  l)e  dean,  and  he  which 
19  born  of  a  woman,  that  he  should  be  righteous  ?  Behold, 
he  putteth  no  trust  in  his  saints  *  jea,  the  heavens  are  not 
clean  in  his  sight ;  how  much  more  abominable  and  filthy  is 
man,  who  drinheth  in  iniquity  like  water  !**  David  says, 
*^Mine  iniquities  are  c^ne  over  mine  head:  as  an  heavy 
burden,  they  are  too  heavy  for  me. — I  will  declare -mine  in^ 
iquity,  I  will  be  sorry  for  my  sin. — ^Mine  iniquities  have  ta- 
ken hold  upon  me,  so  that  I  am  not  able  to  look  up;  they 
are  more  than  the  hairs  of  my  head. — ^I  was  shapen  in  ini- 
quity, and  in  sin  did  my  mother  conceive  me."  The  Pro- 
phet Isaiah  cried  out  on  beholding  the  glory  and  purity  of 
his  God,  ^^  Woe  is  mel  for  I  am  undone  ;  because  I  am  a 
man  of  unclean  lips,  and  I  dwell  in  the  midst  of  a  people  of 
unclean  lips. — We  are  all  as  an  unclean  thing,  and  all  our 
righteousnesses  are  as  filthy  rags — ^Thou  art  wroth,  for  we 
have  sinned — ^We  all  do  iade  as  a  leaf,  and  oUr  iniquities, as 
the  wind,  have  taken  us  away."  Jeremiah  confesses,  f>Oar 
backslidings  are  many ;  we  have  sinned  against  thee — ^We 
acknowledge,  O  Lord,  our  wickedness,  and  the  iniquity  of 
our  fathers ;  for  we  have  sinned  against  thee.  Do  not  abhor 
us  for  thy  name^s  sake."  Daniel  says,  "We  have  sinned, 
and  have  committed  iniquity,  and  have  done  wickedly  and 
have  rebelled,  even  by  departing  from  thy  precepts,  and 
from  thy  judgments."  Hotlie  church,  in  Micah,  "That  they 
may  do  evil  with  both  hands,  the  prince  asketh,  &c. ;  and 
the  great  man  uttcreth  his  mischievous  desire. — ^The  best 
of  them  is  a  brier:  the  most  upright  is  sharper  than  a  thorn 
hedge. — I  will  bear  the  indignation  of  the  Lord,  because  I 
have  sinned  against  him."  Peter  cried  out,  "Depart  from 
me,  for  I  am  a  sinful  man,  O  Lord."  Such  are  the  expres- 
sions which  have  been  wrung  from  the  heart,  and  have  drop- 
ped from  the  lips  of  men  recorded  in  the  scripture;  and  my- 
riads,  not  recorded  there,  have  uttered  words  equally  strong. 


or  stronger* 


dkap.  2.]        HUMAN  degenehacy  evinced.    '  17 

HUMAN  LAWS. 

It  has  always  been  judged  expedient  and  necessary  in  all 
civilized  nations,  that  there  should  be  laws  co^istructed  and 
enforced  by  proper  sanctions  and  penalties,  for  the  better  re- 
gulating of  the  different  orders  and  degrees  of  men,  that  the 
virtuous  and  peaceable  part  of  the  community  might  unin- 
terruptedly pursue  their  way,  and  enjoy  their  privileges  un- 
disturbed ;  and  that  the  vicious  and  immoral  might  be  laid 
under  proper  restraint,  and  compelled,  from  the  fear  of  pu- 
nishment, to  keep  within  proper  bounds.  It  is  not  my  design 
to  enter  into  a  long  detail  of  the  nature  and  procedures  of  law^ 
or  I  might  shew  how  inadequate  all  these  attempts  are  fully 
to  bridle  the  evil  propensities  of  men :  all  I  intend  is  to  shew^ 
from  the  numerous  laws  and  statutes  which  have  been  en- 
acted, the  existence  of  the  evils  they  were  framed  to  oppose. 
Many  of  these,  it  is  true,  imply  an  assumption  of  privilege 
which  has  little  to  do  with  morality ;  but  this  is  far  from  be- 
ing the  case  with  a  multitude  of  others.   Whoever  considers 
the  bulk  of  the  laws  of  this  realm,  must  be  constrained  to 
acknowledge  that  sin  is  supposed  to  extend  itself  exceedingly 
wide,  and  V>  be  extremely  prejudicial,  not  only  to  indivi- 
duals, but  subversive  of  all  decency,  order,  and  tranquillity. 
With  laws  existing  and  enforced,  what  nuQierous  delin- 
quents!  What  then  would  be  the  situation  of  society,  wer^ 
they  suspended  ?  Were  the  numerous  orders  of  magistrates 
and  subordinate  officers,  who  prove  so  great  a  terror  to  evil 
doers,  set  aside,  who  could  live  in  safety  ?     Were  prisons 
and  all  their  horrid  apparatus  demolished,  we  should  soon 
have  most  lamentable  proofs  of  human  depravity.     Every 
law,  and  every  regulation  made  against  vice,  tends  to  prove 
my  point,  that  sin  has  greatly  prevailed,  and  would,  without 
the  most  diligent  care,  prevail  much  more  abundantly.    Ou 
this  same  principle  we  ought  to  be  grateful  to  God,  who,  in 
bis  wise  providenpe,  permits  and  sanctions  such  human  en- 
deavours as  prevent  the  bursting  forth  of  a  flood,  which  is 
calculated  to  carry  away  and  destroy  every  thing  that  is  use- 
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fill  and  excellent  in  itself,  and  brin^  in  its  awful  ravages, 
anarchy,  misery,  and  death. 

GENERAL  COMPLAININGS. 

While  a  certt^n  class  of  writers  are  studioftsly  endeavour* 
ing  to  exalt  our  poor,  &llen  nature ;  and,  in  flat  contradic- 
tion to  the  truth  of  God,  to  represent  it  as  a  compound  of 
moral  excellencies,  how  many  are  daily  complaining  of  the 
evils  they  endure  from  the  prevalence  of  vice;  of  ungrale&l 
returns  for  repeated  kindnesses;  of  refractory  behaviour, 
idleness,  wastefulness,  impertinence,  and  injustice  in  ser- 
vants ;  of  disobedience,  sullenness,  self-will,  neglect,  and 
many  provocations  in  children ;  of  selfishness,  deceit,  back* 
biting,  slandering,  envy,  pride,  revenge,  and.  unreasonable- 
ness in  neighbours ;  of  superciUousness,  arrogance^  forget- 
fulness  of  past  services,  and  oppression  in  superiors;  of  ly- 
ing, over-reaching,  promise-breaking,  defrauding,  and  hy- 
pocrisy in  merchants  and  tradesmen;  of  treadiery  in  friend- 
ship ;  of  malicious  attempts  to  wound  or  destroy  person, 
property,  or  character  in  enemies ;  of  tyranny  and  haughti- 
ness in  governors ;  and  of  discontent,  sedition,  and  anaiK^y 
in  the  governed ;  of  depredation  and  mischief  from  thieves 
and  disorderly  persons;  of  &vouritJsm  and  partiality  in  re- 
lations ;  of  mismanagement,  extvavagancy,  and  knavery  in 
bankrupts ;  of  expensive  and  uj\just  litigatioos ;  of  corrup- 
tion and  bribery  among  men  in  office ;  of  fidse  vows,  incon- 
stancy, and  dissimulation  between  the  sexes ;  and  a  variety 
of  other  things  of  a  similar  nature,  which,  according  to  our 
rank  in  society,  the  party  we  espouse,  the  sentiments  we 
hold,  and  the  courses  we  pursue,  we  suspect  or  complain  of 
in  others,  and  of  which,  in  their  tuma,  they  suspect  or  com- 
plain of  in  us.  Each  one  feek  the  pressure  of  his  owb  bur«> 
den  most ;  and  where  is  there  one  who  feels  not,  1  had  al- 
most said,  daily,  some  cause  of  complaint,  frequently  from 
the  weakness,  iblly,  ignoraaoea  subtlety^  and  wickediiiesa  of 
his  feUow-ereatures  t 
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CAUTIOUS  PROCEEDINGS. 

If  Tirtne  and  piety  reigned  among  men,  extending  their  in- 
fluence over  the  mind,  what  little  need  would  there  be  of 
ihat  extreme  caution  which  prevails  among  them  I  At  pre-* 
«ent  the  generaIitj.of  persons  conduct  business,  make  bar* 
gains,  take  journies,  and  form  their  schemes,  as  though  thej 
had  to  do  with  no  other  than  unprincipled  characters.  To 
use  the  prophet's  words,  it  is  indeed  as  though  the  good  man 
were  perisbrd  out  of  the  earth,  and  there  were  none  upright 
among  men.  What  stamping,  signing,  sealing  and  witnessing, 
in  our  written  agreements  with  each  other ;  what  shutting, 
bolting,  add  locking,  for  the  defence  of  our  persons,  and  se- 
curity (tf  our  property;  what  societies  and  associations  for 
mutual  support  and  assistance;  what  v«ried  and  tiresome 
phntsea  in  law ;  what  multiplied  words  and  terms  to  prevent 
the  escape  of  designing  men ;  what  enquiries  are  made,  lest 
we  should  be  imposed  on  in  our  transactions ;  and  what 
fear,  lest  after  all  our  care  and  watchfulness,  we  should  be 
deceived  !  Wc;  are  at  a  loss  to  know  to  whom  we  shall 
confide  the  health  of  our  bodies,  the  safety  of  our  souls,  or 
the  security  of  our  property.  We  have  our  suspicions,  per- 
hilps,  both  6f  the  physician,  the  divine,  and  tlie  counsellor. 
The  greatest  care  must  be  taken  how  to  dispose  of  our 
wealth,  lest  the  persons  to  whom  it  lawfully  belongs,  should, 
after  our -decease,  her  wronged  of  it.  Thus,  from  first  to  last, 
from  file  time  we  entmr  on  the  stage  of  life,  till  we  are  con- 
strained to  qnit  it^  we  are  learning  the  lessons  of  prudence 
and  caution,  that  we  may  not  be  injured  or  outwitted  by  iiv 
dividnah  or  companies,  by  dependants  or  acquaintances, 
by  natives  or  foreigners,  by  professed  friends  or  secret  ene« 
mies,  by  those  in  the  walks  of  science  or  works  of  art :  all 
which  clearty  demonstrate  the  persuasion  we  entertain  of 
the  general  want  of  moral  and  religious  principlo  in  all 
around  us;  and  thus  we  have  another  proof  of  the  preva- 
lenoe  of  8i^» 
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HISTORICAL  RELATIONS. 

• 

Although  it  is  readily  admitted  that  the  history  of  most 
nations  in  their  commencement  is  enveloped  in  much  dark* 
ness  and  fabulous  matter,  we  may  perceive  the  rank  weeds 
of  vice  and  immorality  springing  up  on  every  hand,  and 
•hoaking  the  little  good  that  appeared  among  them.    As 
knowledge  increases,  the  facts  recorded  are  clearer  and  bet- 
ter substantiated  ;  and,  in  these  ages,  making  allowance  for 
the  spirit  of  party,  we  will  suppose  the  writers  to  be  tolera- 
bly faithful  and  correct  in  their  recitals  of  the  motives  and 
actions  of  men.    Taking  this  for  granted,  of  what  does  his- 
tory inform  us,  with  a  few  exceptions,  bnt  villainies,  open 
and  disguised,  the  arts  of  seduction,  the  bitter  effects  of  un- 
ruly passions,  assassinations,  murderous  and  destructive 
wars,  foolish  and  ambitious  projects,  great  talents  misap- 
plied, bloody  and  diabolical  persecutions  under  pretence  of 
zeal,  deep-laid  schemes  of  hypocrisy  under  a  religious  garb, 
restless  and  frctious  spirits,  the  crimes  of  malefhctors,  high 
and  low,  with  their  apprehension,  confinement,  exile,  or  ex- 
ecution; of  the  animosities  and  unforgiving  spirit  of  great 
families,  of  ferocious  and  murderous  duels,  of  the  ruin  of 
Opulent  and  respectable  houses,  by  gaming,  lewdness,  and 
extravagance  ;  of  ill-gotten  riches,  from  peculation,  chica- 
nery, oppression  and  falsehood ;  deep-laid  schemes  of  poli- 
tical vengeance,  the  abuse  of  power  and  authority,  intestine 
broils,  divisions,  and  contentions;  the  various  means  of  cor- 
rupting the  mind,  especially  thfit  of  youth,  by  pernkious 
books,  prints,  and  paintings ;  by  irreligious  education,  infi-  . 
del  connexions,  and  graceless  company  ?     In  short,  a  great 
part  of  history  is  a  full  confirmation  of  that  scripture^  which 
declares,  that  ^'  all  we,  like  sheep,  have  gone  astray,  and 
have  every  one  turned  to  his  own  way" — that  way  which 
best  suited  our  inclination,  our  situation  in  life,  or  the  times 
in  which  ^I'e  lived.  Thus  we  observe  how  sin  has  prevailed, 
and  confutes,  by  undeniable  facts,  the  assertions  of  those 
who  would  persuade  us  that  we  are  so  naturally  good,  and 
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possessed  of  such  powers,  that,  if  we  will  but  exert  them, 
there  is  no  need  of  assistance  from  the  Divine  Spirit;  and 
that  all  who  deny  this  are  fanatics  and  enthusiasts. 

The  shades  of  the  human  character  are  numerous  ;  and, 
in  all  probability,  from  what  we  sec  in  surrounding  objects, 
the  wisdom  of  God  designed  it  should  be  so  from  the  begin- 
Ridg ;  and,  if  this  be  admitted,  we  may  conclude  that  it  will 
be  so  fi>r  ever  :  but,  in  the  unregenerate,  they  all  take  their 
rise  from,  and  centre  in  evil ;  for  a  corrupt  tree  cannot  bring 
forth  good  fruit.  There  are,  it  is  acknowledged,  many 
pleasing  traces  of  good-nature,  as  it  is  called ;  of  genero- 
sity, affability,  liberality,  urbanity,  fidelity,  &c. ;  all  which 
Mrengthen  onr  stock  of  manners,  and  tend  to  the  promotion 
of  domestic  and  public  tranquillity ;  but  while  it  is  affirmed 
that  such  as  ^^are  in  the  flesh  cannot  please  God,"  these  can- 
Aot  be  considered  as  good  in  his  sight ;  the  sources  from 
whence  they  spring  not  being  such  as  ho  requires.  All 
these  actions  may  spring  from  a  high  sense  of  honour,  from 
a  desire  of  praise,  from  the  effects  of  education  and  example, 
from  a  desire  to  attract  admiration,  an  indulgence  of  vanity, 
or  from  ambitious  views.  Man  looks  on  the  countenance, 
^' the  Lord  Jooketh  on  the.  heart."  While,  therefore,  any 
<<  love  darkness  rather  than  light,"  whatever  may  be  their 
outward  deportment,  ^^  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of 
their  hearts,"  in  the  sight  of  God,  is  ^^  only,  evil  continu- 
ally." Gen.vi.  5.  And  how,  indeed,  can  it  be  otherwise, 
while  the  wisdom  that  influences  their  minds,  is  not  that 
pure  wisdom  which  cometh  from  above,  but  that  which  is 
from  beneath ;  which  the  apostle  declares  to  be  eariklify 
setisua/y  and  deviiish?  These  sayings  may  sound  harsh  in 
the  ears  of  such  as  would  reduce  the  gospel  to  a  system  of 
cold,  decent,  morality.  The  gospel,  howev^,  requires  other 
and  better  principles,  accompanied  with  better  fruit.  Hav- 
ing just  hinted  at  the  brighter  side  of  the  human  character, 
let  us  now  attend  to  the  ^rker,  and  endeavour  to  trace  out 
those  dispositions  which  discover  our  departure  from  the 
living  Crod,  beginning  with 
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Those  wko  are  of  a  crooked  and  perverse  disposition. — ^If 
ihe  divine  lav  ought  to  be  the  rale  of  human  actions,  and 
nothing  is  approved  of^  except  what  runs  parallel  with  that 
sacred  rule,  then  this  charge  belongs  to  multitudes  who 
neither  fear  God  nor  regard  man.  Their  will  is  their  law^ 
and,  right  or  wrong,  they  pursue  the  way  they  have  chosen. 
Ko  matter  how  oflR^nsive  it  may  be  to  God  or  man ;  or  wfiat 
consequences  may  be  supposed  to  follow.  No  argument 
ean  move  them ;  no  description  of  the  weakness,  folly^  and 
inconsistency  of  their  course,  can  work  upon  them  i  no 
similar  character,  in  the  same  pursuits,  however  plunged  in 
infiimy  or  misery,  can  deter  them ;  no  dissimilar  exampte 
attracts  their  notice ;  no  advice,  however  kind,  prudent,  or 
salutary,  is  regarded.  Whatever  anxiety  may  be  expressed^ 
or  sorrow  occasioned  to  others  thereby,  it  is  all  one.  They 
Will  be  what  they  please,  go  where  they  please,  and  do 
What  they  please.  Like  the  deaf  adder,  they  shut  their 
ears,  and  refuse  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  -charmer.  The 
discOTery  of  their  error,  in  abundance  of  cases,  does  not  re« 
cdaim  them.  They  neither  acknowledge  their  fhults  nor  at- 
tempt to  make  reparation.  They  are  as  briers  and  thorns  in 
the  way ;  and  such  as  have  to  do  with  them,  prove  them  a . 
source  of  trouble  and  sorrow.  Firmness  in  the  cause  of 
virtue,  piety,  and  truth,  is  highly  commendable,  and  worthy 
of  imitation ;  but  this  obstinate  self* will,  this  untoward  be- 
haviour, this  conceited  wisdom,  this  stubborn  rebellion,  is 
contrary  to  religion :  (Prov.  viii.  8.)  it  is  displeasing  to  the 
Lord :  (Deut.  xxxii.  5, 19,)  and  is  threatened  with  sudden 
destruction.  Isaiah  xxx.  13.  Persisting  in  the  wrong  meets 
with  the  unqualified  disapprobation  of  all  who  imbibe  the 
principles  of  justice  ;  and  all  such  will  permit  me  to  say, 
that  Such  a  disposition  is  a  real  blot  in  the  ^aract^  of 
man. 

The  disposition  of  some  is  more  artful  and  erafiy  in 
effecting  their  purposes.  These  generally  arise  from  a  dis-» 
contented  mind,  whose  cravings  cannot  be  satisfied  with* 
out  the  possession  of  something  difficult  of  attainment   To 


Chap*  9C\  IIUMAV  ]^6£VXRACT  SVINCB0.  2} 

remoTe  or  lessen  that  dilfBcolty,  vithout  creating  suspicion 
especially,  as  base,  avaricious,  and  ambitious  diaractef% 
are  led  to  entertain  the  same  view  of  others  that  they  do  of 
themselves,  requires  no  small  share  of  worldly  wisdoou 
Before  they  can  proceed  successfully,  men  must  be  known* 
Sieges  must  be  carried  on  according  to  the  nature,  strength^ 
situation,  and  defence  of  the  places,  without  which  mUitary 
eourage  is  of  little  worth.  So  the  artful  man,  like  a  skilliii 
pommander,  proceeds  with  caution,  watches  bis  opportuni- 
ties, makes  his  attacks,  and  springa  hi^  mines,  to  secure  bis 
own  ends,  without  regard  to  either  honour  or  conscienoQ» 
The  mask  of  firiendship,  politeness,  apparent  disinterested- 
ness, seal,  piety,  and  virtue,  must  be  seasonably  worn.  Some 
must  be  awed,  some  indulged,  some  flattered;  while  warm 
protestations  and  promises  of  gain,  honour,  or  pleasure^  are 
made  and  proposed  to  others.  The  weak,  ignorant,  andT 
unsuspecting,  if  possessing  the  wished-for  good,  are  their 
proper  prey.  Like  the  watchful  spider,  their  nets  are  spread 
in  every  comer,  and  whoever  fiills  into  their  snares  must 
shift  for'himself  as  he  is  able.  ^<  Both  the  inward  thought  of 
every  one  of  them,  and  the  heart  is  deep."  Psal.  Ixiv.  & 
Who  can  enumerate  the  evils  arising  from  such  persons  i^ 
How  often  have  the  innocent  been  betrayed,  the  peace  of 
individuals  and  of  fiunilies  destroyed,  right  treacherouslj 
invaded,  jealousy  excited,  revenge  promoted,  simplicity  di- 
vided, property  purloined  or  sequestered,  character  defiun- 
ed;  and,  in  short,  what  an  abundance  of  iniquity  and  sor- 
row have  they  occasioned !  Such  may  attempt  to  shut  their 
eyes,  that  they  may  not  understand  the  truth,  and  turn  awaj 
their  ears  from  hearing  the  law,  that  they  may  follow  their 
deceitful  practices :'  in  contend  of  their  Almighty  Judg^ 
they  may  say,  ^'Tush,  thou  Grod  carest  not  for  it."  But, 
'<  his  eyes  are  upon  the  waya  of  men,  and  he  seeth  all  their 
goings^  and  he  will  repay  them  to  their  &ce." 

There  are  others  whose  disposition  is  x(un  and  ioUrieaL 
Such,  fidl  of  conceit  of  their  own  parts  and  abilities,  an4 
admired  for  their  wit,  consider  tfieqwlves  at  liberty  to  sport 
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with  what  and  wlio  they  please.  Lig;htne88  and  trifling  ara 
•highly  gratifying  to  the  carnal  world  :  by  these  their  gloomi- 
ness is  diminished^  their  vacuity  of  thought  supplied,  their 
irksomeness  and  indolence  relieved ;  and,  what  is  very  agree* 
able,  all  serious  reflection  on  their  present  and  future  state 
is  thus  banished.  Their  foolish  and  frothy  conversation 
and  eccentricities  captivate  their  vain  admirers.  Every 
subfect,  religion  not  excepted,  is  turned  into  ridicule  and 
merriment.  BuSboneiy,  jesting,  and  raillery,  are  their  ele- 
ment; and  every  one  not  of  their  humoul*  or  taste  becomes 
an  object  for  mimiciy  and  burlesque,  without  the  smallest 
regard  to  his  feelings.  No  matter  how  much  trouble  and 
vexation  they  cause  by  their  loquacity,  rudeness,  and  imper- 
tinence. Full  of  the  spirit  of  contradiction,  obstinacy  in 
debate,  and  contempt  of  their  opponents,  they  boast  of  the 
eflTects  produced  by  their  wranglings ;  and  what  vexes  and 
grieves  others  is  to  them  a  matter  of  joy  and  exultation.  Un- 
der the  semblance  of  kindness  and  openness,  they  are  adepts 
in  hypocrisy,  lovers  of  flattery,  retailers  of  scandal,  incon- 
stant, capricious  and  whimsical,  ready  in  promising,  slow  in 
performing,  fond  of  pleasure  and  amusement,  dissipated 
themselves,  and  promoters  of  it  in  others.  They  are  injuri- 
ous to  some,  the  fools  of  others,  but  always  their  own  ene- 
mies; since  there  are  but  few  dispositions  which  render 
grace  more  ineffectual,  it  being  altogether  contrary  to  that 
command,  "  work  out  your  salvation  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling.'' 

Some  again  are  stupidlj/  inclined*  The  brutishness 
of  this  disposition  discovers  itself  in  many,  by  shunning 
the  more  improved  part  of  the  community,  and  by  despising 
their  improvements.  Regardless  both  of  their  own  and 
others*  characters,  they  yield  up  themfselves  the  willing 
slaves  of  vice  and  intemperance.  Quarrelsome,  passionate^ 
and  hard-hearted,  they  are  often  creating  broils,  confusion, 
and  clamour;  and  expose  both  themselves  and  others  to 
dangers  and  to  death.  Ever  prone  to  retaliate,  their  mind% 
foster  revenge,  which  frequently  discovers  itself  in  gross  in«> 


Chap^  S*J  iCUM AH  BEOENERAOT  BYIlfCB0»  9S^ 

« 

lolts,  severe  language,  bitter  wishes  and  imprecations,  or 
personal  injuries.    Their  pursuits  are  low,  mean,  and  base^ 
and  the  very  dregs  of  society  are  their  choicest  companions* 
Though  awed  by  a  few  higher  than  themselves,  and  some-, 
times  civil  through  self-intereat,  they  are  not,  in  general,  to 
be  restrained  by  others.  Their  obstinacy  arms  them  against 
authority,  their  insensibility  against  kindness,  their  pride 
against  reproof  and  advice,  and  their  vicious  habits  against 
virtuous  example.     Some  are  stubborn,,  blustering,  and 
cowardly;  others  bold,  and  unjustifiably  adventurous,  from 
vain  glory.   It  appear  hatefiil  to  them  to  depart  frpm  evil ; 
and  the  precious  privileges  of  real  piety  are  neglected  by 
them,  or  trodden  under  foot  with  as  little  ceremony  as  swino 
would  trample  down  in  the  mire  the  most  valuable  pearls* 
Like  Nabal,  they  discard  human  kindness  from  their  bo*, 
toms ;  and  tiieir  hearts,  like  his,  are  often  made  to  resemble 
a  stone.  They  harden  their  hearts  against  God,  and  become 
brutish  and  ferocious  ;  living  like  brutes,  and  meeting  death 
with  an  unconcern  apparently  as  great  as  they. 
.  Others  are  of  an  avaricious  disposition. — ^The  principal 
thing  with  these  is  money.    Gain  is  their  god,  and  they 
duly  and  truly  worship  it*    The  making  up  of  another  and 
another  sum,  is  the  grand  subject  for  meditation.    More 
wealth — give,  give,  is  the  unceasing  prayer.  Abundant  pros-, 
perity,  good  bargains,  and  no  losses,  excite  their  thanks- 
givings, and  call  forth  their  praises;  and  they  are  most  con- 
stant in  watching  against  enemies  and  depredators,  and  in 
raising  their  Expectations,  that  they  shall  yet  have  the. 
desire  of  their  souls — to  increase  in  riches  as  they  in- 
crease in  days,  and  to  have  greater  abundance  at  their  death 
than  all  around  them.    For  this  they  rise  early,  and  sit  up 
late :  full  of  care  and  contrivance  how  much  may  be  laid  up 
and  how  little  laid  out,  they  make  dismal  complaints  con- 
cerning heavy  taxes,  bad  trade,  exorbitant  prices,  dear  mar- 
kets, hard  times,  extravagant  bills,  bad  debts,  troublesome 
relations,  importunate  needy  neighbours,  and  the  prodi- 
gious increast  of  kiiaves  and  sharpers.    Such,  in  scripture 
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Mtf  wiK»  o#ecmr80  ilHnk  ihsti  oiMers  have  too  nnicb*  Tkcfir 
Ifeflffs  are  tteeled  a^aiBflt  Ae  eriet  of  aflietion,  p«Mreftf ^ 
nd  liistreM ;  nay,  asmdtaAco  10  oAen  reibsed  to  their  own 
p^rdonal  wants ;  Aoosetig  the  meanest  attire,  the  coarsMt 
feod,  and  the  poorM  and  meanest  lodgings  to  presofiro  ot 
rncrease  their  beloved  stores.  Wflh  some  defirandailf  and 
extortion  are  virttres  of  the  ftrst  elaes'*  AU  goefr  widl  or  iU^ 
pleasant  or  iMipleasafrt,  hateM  or  deakaUe,  as  it  affecta  thitf 
predominant  prindple.  Thej  wtR  sometimes  exceed  €h# 
ftoands  of  temperanee  and  sobriety :  but  then  it  must  bo 
tree  cost »  Or  Aould  an  extraordinary  oeeasion  eall  fcP 
proo6  of  their  Kberalitj  and  generositj,  their  hearts  Mnit^ 
them  in  secret  for  it ;  and  themselves^  together  with  tbosO 
Who  may  have  the  raisfertnne  to  be  dependant  upon  them^ 
nnist  pine  fbr  it,  tfll  they  have  reeovered  flke  keg.  Thef 
indeed  walk  in  a  vam  Shadow,  and  disquiet  themselveo  iii> 
yidn ;  they  heap  op  ridies,  bnt  know  hot  who  sfaail  gath/ttf 
or  rather,  we  nray  say,  scatter  Aem,  which  is  most  oom<« 
monty  the  ca^e.  What  has  stich  idolatry  to  do  with  reli- 
gion, or  such  characters  wif  h  God  I  Rich  in  goodness^ 
boundless  in  mercy,  and  infinitely  flee  in  his  Avonrs,  hw 
calls  us  to  imitate  his  exceUencies  t  how  then  can  he  hav<^ 
f  espect  to  such  as  are  so  vnlike  himself!  I  am  not  surprlft* 
ed  to  hear  hiih  declare  that  sudr,  Ibr  their  mean  and  detest** 
M  practices,  are  by  him  abhorred. 

Others  are  of  a  melmtckoly  disposftioni — Beln^  dose  alidF 
reserved,  and  accustoming  themselves  to  look  on  the  darlfc 
aide  of  things,  their  minds  are  ftled  with  gloomy  and 
iincoififortable  ideas.  Evil  being  looked  for  more  than 
good,  every  new  occurrence  seems  calculated  to  exeite* 
alarm,  or  to  distress  the  mind.  The  ever  blessed  God,  thw 
firiend  and  &ther  of  us  all,  is  regarded  as  a  careless  and  m^ 
dolent  spectator  of  human  misery,  or  fSther  as  an  ankind ' 
and  vindictive  jirdge^  who  watches  on^  fbr  the  most  sufta«* 
ble  moment  to  overwhelm  us  in  misery  iKr  ever.  Hence' 
Arises  a  disttmst  of  him  and  his  goodness^  with  mnriiinriiigr 


gnd  ctjnifieiningfi  jai  his  pg»yidence.  This  di^wUianji«o 
llMMittces^  itraia  4}f  bad  hs^its  and  iea^^^  ieyil  MwmiftMigi 
md  gnoiufedlesB  .^pqpuriwa,  heart-toroieatiqg  ^eonrf  ,  mis* 
aMtluropjCy  iuokd  iiifratttiide*  Tliej  are  often  jGri^eaiiig 
Umaselves 'by  inivi^og  iheir  gloomy  thoi^ts  In  dceaaifi^ 
mneiMi  and  (urodigies ;  ii^ith  superstitious  predictions  of  im- 
pendisi^  evils,  or  &noifiil  conjectures  of  what  perjmps  never 
did  nor  eimer  will  asist  but  in  their  own  imai^natiQiis.  The 
cheorfubieie  of  others,  the  gladness  w^bick  diffuses  itself 
throng  the  creation  at  large,  and  allrtbat  tbe  most  benevo« 
lent  'Can  suggest,  are  not  sufficient  to  raise  their  dejected 
Bunds,  or  in^ire  them  with  the  sentiment  that  God  is  good 
to  all,  and  that  th^  also  are  the  objects  of  his  paternal  caca 
and  love.  Viewing  all  through  this  dark  medium,  they  .axe 
discontented,  peevish,  and  fretCiil ;  often  quarrelsome^  and 
promoters  of  discord ;  suUen  and  slow  to  forgive,  despcmd^ 
ing  and  miaerable  ;  afBicied  in  Uieir  own  minds,  and  afflid> 
ii^  others,  they  rather  dissolve  than  strengthen  ^le  baada 
of  society.  Can  it  be  supposed  that  such  a  ^iite  of  mind 
is  pleamag  to  ihat  beneficent  Being  who  tabes  pleasujoe  in 
4he  i^osperity  of  his  servants? 

Tbare  are  those  wboaie  of  a  cruel  and  fcroohm  di^osi^ 
tion*r--^Lofty  and  choleric  in  .their  temper,  and  easily  ircita* 
led,  they  mre  burned  on  by  their  passions  to  the  most  unjus* 
(tifiablawords-andjutioas,  and  were  they  not  restrained  by 
Ifae  fear  of  human  laws,  the  consequences  would  be  d«*ead^ 
liiL  If  ibem  .oharacters  were  found  only  among  the  un« 
tailghtjaad'ttnoiviliaed  Indians,  it  would  be  matter  of  joy ; 
biiti  alas,  they  abound  infinitely  too  much  among  those  who 
aaU  theniselTas  christians  !  Not  to  speak  of  the  bloodjr 
aeenes  of  war,  (that  ^eadful  scourge  of  Uie  human  race) 
jshioh  is  attended  with  greater  horrors  than  is  generally 
ooBoeivodf  bai  to  notice  jthe  many  scenes  of  brutality,  re* 
^venge,  and  cruelty,  which  appeair  among  individuals  and 
farejudimd  partios :  mark  tbe  disposition  of  those  who  de- 
iight  in  seUing^  the  bmte  animals  to  bite,  tear,  and  destroy 
AmIi  #(b0r|  within  4he4erociouw«p  of  their  natures,  while 
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tbeir  howling,  roaring,  screaming,  streaming  blood,'  and 
dying  struggles,  aflford  Aeir  savage  tormentors  the  greatest 
jojv  Others  pine  or  pamper,  crush  with  excessive  toil,  or 
render  ungovernable,  the  most  useftil  creatures ;  and  then, 
fts  pride  or  passion  prompts,  will  act  towards  them  in  the 
most  cruel  and  unfeeling  manner.  Some,  from  the  love  of 
filthy  lucre,  are  cruel  to  their  own  kind,  as  in  that  abomina- 
ble and  God-provoking  traffic,  the  slave  trade.  Rev.  xviii. 
13.  It  is  true  that  it  has  of  late  been  checked ;  but  have  all 
the  evils  attending  it  been  destroyed  ?  And  how  often  do 
we  hear  of  those,  who,  for  some  injury,  affront,  neglect,  or 
forgetfulness,  real  or  apparent,  set  no  bounds  to  their  rage ! 
It  is  still  worse,  when  men  can  deliberately,  for  some  trifling 
wager,  or  some  nice  point  of  ridiculous  honour,  resolve,  in 
meeting  their  antagonist,  to  conquer  or  die  ;  and  it  is  not 
uncommon  for  these  poor  wretches  to  breathe  out  their  mur<» 
derous  souls,  and  stand  at  his  bar,  who  has  said,  ^'  Thou  shalt 
not  kill,'*  and  who  has  strictly  charged  us  to  <Move  one 
fuiother."  There  are  others  so  depraved  and  enslaved  by 
tensuality  as  to  withhold  sustenance  from  their  own  fiunilies. 
What  astonishing  insensibility  of  mind  is  this !  ^  Even  the 
ftea-monsters  draw  out  the  breast,  to  give  suck  to  their  young 
ones ;  but  these  are  become  cruel  as  the  ostrich  in  tiiewil* 
derness.'  And  is  it  not  the  same  disposition  which  puts  oflT 
with  good  words  the  poor  and  distressed,  when  we  have 
the  means  of  supplying  their  wants,  and  refuse  them  assis- 
tance ?  This  is  no  small  offence  in  the  sight  of  him  who  has 
Wd,  '^He  shall  have  judgment  without  mercy,  who  hath 
shewed  no  mercy.''  From  these  and  other  merciless  prao« 
tices,  it  may  well  be  said,  ^'The  dark  places  of  the  eardi  are 
fiiH  of  the  habitations  of  cruelty.*'  The  passionate  and  re- 
vengeful man  is  therefore  displeasing  to  that  Qod  who  da* 
lights  in  the  exercise  of  loving-kindness  and  tender  mercy 
in  the  earth. 

'  Some  are  of  a  bigoiied  and  intolenmi  turn  of  mind.— One 
might  readily  admit  the  right  of  attachment  to  any  system  of 
doctrine,  or  mode  of  worship,  to  whieh  persons  have  been 
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teeufltoned  flrom  their  youth,  and  which'  they  have  been 
taught  to  revere  as  divine ;  but  what  has  this  to  do  with 
that  intolerant  spirit  which  would  dictate  the  same  thing  to 
others,  on  pain  of  temporal,  or  eternal  punishment  ?  Has 
our  Great  Legislator  taught  them  such  lessons  in  his  gospel^ 
Or  invested  them  with  an  authority  to  censure  or  oppress 
those  who  have  equal  right  with  themselves  to  judge  what 
is  right,  and  to  follow  their  convictions  in  abiding  by  tho 
same  ?  What  is  all  their  boasted  zeal  and  bithfudness  in 
the  cause  they  espouse  in  his  sight?  Their  superstitious 
prejudices  and  partialities,  which  lead  them  to  starcey  Jme^ 
imprison^  or  deiiroy  those  who  conscientiously  differ  Scorn 
them,  are  regarded  by  him,  as  'the  poison  of  dragons  and  the 
cruel  venom  of  asps!'  How  do  the  myriads  of  spirits  under 
the  altar  cry  out  for  vengeance  on  those  who  persecuted  and 
tormented  them  by  'cruel  modtings  and  scoUrgings,  by 
bonds  «and  imprisonments,  and  by  lingering  and  varied 
deaths!' 

What  is  it  to  any  man  under  heaven  what  the  religious 
sentiments  of  another  are,  while  he  leads  a  peaceable  life^ 
and  conforms  to  what  he  believes  to  be  the  will  of  Grod  in 
the  gospel?  If  I  conceive  another  to  be  in  error,  and  would 
draw  htm  from  it,  let  me  confute  him  by  rational  argumen* 
tation :  if  he  be  convinced,  well,  I  have  gained  my  point ; 
if  not,  BO  matter  what  his*  opinions  aro,  Tmust  leave  him  to 
4>ur  common  Master.  It  is  possible,  indeed,  that  a  man  may, 
under  religious  pretences,  hold  principles  and  practices 
which  are  subversive  of  the  peace  of  society,  injurious  to  indi* 
viduals,  or  destructive  of  the  laws  and  the  civil  authority.  In 
eithw  case,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  magistrate  to  sUeliceor  other* 
wise  restrain  the  offender  for  the  general  good:  but  this  has 
nothing  to  do  with  persecution.  A  magistrate  may  and 
ought  to  defend  others  from  the  rage  of  such  ihnatic8,~irith« 
ontbeingapertecutor.  The  bigotry  of  which  I  speak  is 
quite  another  matter4  This  is  always  dangerous  when  joined 
>sith  the  smallest  degree  of  power,  fit>m  the  narrow-minded 
landlord)  who  dismisses  an  honest  tenant  for  diffetring  from 
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fcMi-in  lijg  Mi^ip^of  wordiip,  i»  the  voyttl  wMdarer,  wboM 
wmrd  alone  ^nrases  a  «ervaHt  of  God  to  lose  U«  hMtdL  Ha 
ivliovoidd  rob  nen  of  their  duristiMi  libertj  aad  privileges^ 
bjr  addkioaal  power  would  probaUy  buni  their  bodioB  to 
aahesy  9nA  plunge  their  souIb  in  perdkioB*  Many  fierjiper- 
oectttoBB  have  iniagiBed  that  they  have  ccfieaflediy  dcoe  the 
Jailer;  aad  auch  as  b^in  to  tread  in  dheir  ek^ie  may  do  the 
Maie,aBd|  like  th«n,  glory  in  their  actio&a.  How  widcdf  dif« 
tnami  h  the  ^hritof  our  Redeemer !  When  his4isciples  found 
a  mui  oMiiag  out  devils,  they  forbade  liin^  because  he  did 
jiat  associate  wkh  tiiesa,  and  iaforoied  Jesus  of  a^iat  -thef 
imi  doiie,eapectiiig  perhi^ps  to;beooiBniendod  for  so  doii^i 
iMt  he:SSMd,  ^Forbid  him  not/'  as  opprDviiigaDd  enoourag* 
«ig  in  all  whatever  is  good  br  promolive  ^  the  good  of 
alhfirs,  Biit  what  aunbevs  believe  that  no  good  thi^g  csm 
wise  al^  where  but  ixan  amMg  thenmolves !  The  bare 
InealiDU  of  oAers  who  difer  from  them  ia  sealimeat,  is 
sufficient  to  raise  their  indignation^  and  call  forth  their 
sAnise;  and  tUs^  for  lepjr  truth  and  godUaess  should  beover- 
Imned  and  desk^yed*  Such,  Aioweiver,  would  do  well  io 
aonsider  that  the  ark  of  €rod  needs  ao  UzztJk  to  support  iU 
Should  ha  altar  be  oast  down,  be  has  knowledge  fmd  ability 
teflead  his  •own  cause,  without  their  aasiatanoe.  He  knows 
fdbat  apirk  *they  are  o^  and  he  will  pqprove  and  set  before 
4hcni  the  thii^  thegr  rhave  doae.  This  disposition  arises 
from  mistakea  notions  ia  rdigiony  misguidedaeal,  ignoraaoc^ 
and  «nmitgr  ^against  the  tnUfa,  which  is  so  fully  opposed  to 
the  spirk  of  the  WiOrld,  that  it  has  always  bcNNi  hateAll  to 
each  as  hB¥e  been  worldly-minded.  True  christiaili^  10 
laundediia  lo^e;  andkrve^  .likeitaaulfcor,  is  pune  and  peaca^ 
able,  fiiU  of  mercy  and  all  gaodfiruits,  and  leures  veogeanaa 
Aoiiim  whordbne  hae  wisdom  andequity.avA^eot  to  use  k 
atight  Biit  j>f  hjgotiy'it  msy  be  said,  ihit  its  |;ia|ws  avo 
Crapoi  of  gaU,  that  its  dtmters  arebitter,  and -that  all  its 
idmMors  are  fidr^ireqjr^  Aom  the  ^irit  of  estiptuaal  and 
aaftianal  piety. 
jdsmtiMramfiil  disfniilion  which  dascovecs  itself  ammig 


IM«  fo  AmlI  of  €my. — Sodk  19  <he  ffature  of  tk«  present 
iCatey  tkut  ttiere  vmtsi  necesssrily  be  a  iK»wsily  in  llfee  eir* 
eimi^tances  and  cofiditkme  of  fMnkind.  An  aif emfit  to  mtk^ 
M  alike  would  beas  fruitless  a»  if  is  foolig^.  It  wtduld  W  a» 
irain  as  to  aim  at  changing'  the  wiirdg,  or  preventifig  tke  de« 
aeandtng  of  the  rain.  It  i^  altogether  incongi^ent  witk  tha 
welfare  or  existence  of  society.  If  then  the  proTidence  of 
God  appoints  or  permits,  for  wise  and  important  parposesy 
such  varieties  in  the  situatiovis  and  capacities  of  his  intelli-» 
gent  creatures,  we  ought  tbankfulfy  to  submit  to  hiff  dispen* 
sations,  as  most  conducive,  upon  the  whole,  to  promote  hia 
giory,  display  his  wisdom,  and  prove  beneictal  to  the  world* 
This  would  soon  banish  envy  fh>m  among  men,  which,  how- 
ever, ia  tkr  from  being  the  case.  Th^  happiness  of  men  i« 
generaUy  over-lrated,  excepting  that  which  springs  from  re-* 
ligion.  This,  fVom  mistaken  notions,  is  let  down  as  low  atf 
the  other  is  exalted.  But  we  should  remember  all  is  not 
giold  that  glitters,  though  many  seem  by  their  actions  and 

pursuits  to  think  the  contrary ;  they  become  discontented, 
because  others  appear  richer,  more  respectable,  and  happier 
than  themselves,  and  covet  their  state  and  situation  as  bet- 
ter than  their  own.  Hence  all  their  mi^rmuring^  repining^ 
and  fretfulness  against  Divine  Providence,  and  such  com^ 
plarning  against  the  inequality  of  bis  ways,  (Ezek.  xviii.  25.) 
because  they  are  not  permitted  to  indulge  their  inordinate 
dksires.  All  this  arises  fi-om  their  ignorance  of  the  divine 
counsel,  and  the  true  state  of  those  whose  apparent  prospe* 
rity  causes  their  vexation. 

They  do  not  consider  the  obligations  they  lie  under  to 
tbeir  gracious  and  almighty  Bene&ctor,  for  the  numeroiu 
benefKs  bestowed  upon  them,  without  intermission,  for  a 
iSQccession  of  years,  or  for  the  rich  provision  made  in  the 
gospel  fbr  their  perishing  souls ;  nor  do  they  reflect  upon  the 
greatness  of  their  debt  to  their  long-suffering  Creditor,  or 
their  utter  inability  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  their  obedi^* 
fiice,  gratitude,  and  love,  or  to  escape  the  punishment  due 
-te  thetr  frequent  negligence  and  transgressions. 
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This  disposition  gives  birth  to  pteoishneis  and  uidhahl^U* 
neu^  and  increases  the  power  of  unhetief  and  hardneis  of 
heart;  it  strengthens  the  natural  enmity  of  the  carnal  mtiid 
against  the  righteous  laws  and  goyernment  of  God^  till  thej 
are  led  captive  by  the  devil  at  his  will^  who  blinds  their 
hearts  more  effectually  in  the  promotion  of  his  infernal  ma- 
chinations* It  promotes  many  sinful  practices,  particularly 
among  those  who  are  placed  in  inferior  situations  or  needy 
circumstances^  whose  minds  are  aiming  at  higher  things. 
They  will  be  rkhy  greai^  and  hwiourable^  and  if  they  cannot 
rise  by  truth  and  righteousness,  they  will,  if  possible,  by  in* 
justice,  firaud,  and  knavery.  It  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that 
this  is  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  bankruptcies  and  iBiilures 
amongst  traders  and  commercial  men  ;  of  purloining,  fels- 
hood,  pilfering,  and  unfaithfulness  among  children  and  ser* 
vants  ;  and  of  numerous  treacheries  among  those  in  whom 
men  sometimes  place  the  greatest  confidence. 

To  this  also  may  be  ascribed  much  of  the  s/widerwg  and 
backbiting  found  among  all  ranks,  and  so  artfully  spread  un« 
der  the  appearances  of  pity,  secresy,  and  confidence.  How 
common  it  is,  if  you  express  your  esteem  for  the  virtue^ 
piety,  wisdom,  or  integrity  of  particular  persons,  to  observe 
a  significant  or  sarcastic  smile,  or  some  unkind  hint,  that 
their  worth  and  excellency  are  strangely  over-rated!  The 
spirit  that  is  in  us  desires  to  envy,  said  the  apostle,  and  the 
observation  is  confirmed  by  daily  experience.  The  distress^ 
^efiimation^  and  down&ll  of  rivals,  and  of  those  in  exalted 
stations,  give  to  envious  persons  the  highest  gratification^ 
whether  they  themselves  are  advanced  thereby  or  not :  and 
to  see  them  honoured,  caressed,  and  applauded,  is  to  suck 
the  worthy  cause  of  their  deepest  angubh.  Envy,  says  l§o« 
lomon,  is  ^^  rottenness  of  the  bones,"  felling  with  uncommon 
pressure  upon  such  as  are  under  its  malignant  influence. 
Did  we  hear,  and  know  all  that  is  passing  of  this  satanic  dis* 
position,  with  its  horrid  wishes,  its  ungenerous  remarks^  its 
studied  calumnies,  and  lying  descriptions,  with  the  bad 
effects  it  produces  on  such  as  are  subject  to  its  authority,^ 
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the  ptftonificatioa  of  it  bj  one  of  our  poets  would  scarcely 
appear  too  strong. 

^' A  poisonous  mcMrsel  in  lier  teeth  she  ehew'd. 

And  gorged  the  flesh  of  vipers  Ibr  her  food  s««^ 

Livid  and  meagre  were  her  looks,  her  eje 

In  Ibttl  distorted  gfamoes  tura'd  awry : 

A  hoard  of  gall  her  inward  parts  possessed. 

And  spread  a  greenness  o'er  her  cankered  breast ; 

H«r  teeth  were  brown  with  rust|  and  from  her  tongue 

In  dangling  drops  the  stringy  poison  hung. 

She  never  smiles  but  when  the  wretehed  weep^ 

Nor  lulls  her  malice  with  a  moment's  sleep ; 

Restless  in  s{Hte  while  watehfiil  to  destroy, 

She  pines  and  sidfiens  at  another's  joy : 

Foe  to  hersdf;  distressing  and  distrest, 

She  bears  her  own  tormentor  in  her  breast." 

This  is  a  most  deadly  stain  in  human  nature,  and  renders 
man  a  vileinstrument  of  the  devil,  in  the  accomplishment  of 
Us  inftimal  designs — tearing  up  by  the  roots  every  thing 
that  i«sembles  the  beneficent  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth. 

The  disposition  of  some^iersons  is  hB»ijf  and  violent^ — % 
have  already,  onder  the  article  on  eruel^,  given  some 
BMirks  of  this :  but  I  widi  to  set  fi>rth  anger  in  a  fuller  lights 
attended  with  other  oireumatanoes.  I  have  thought  this  ih^ 
more  necessaiy,  as  it  discovers  itself  so  frequently,  and  iu 
such  a  great  number  of  persons.  Whatever  desire  we  may 
have  of  alwajrs  doing  our  own  wiU  and  pleasure,  we  may 
be  assured  timt  we  shall  meet  with  obstructions  and  difB«* 
eultiee,  and  this  is  highly  provoking  to  men  of  proud  and  un» 
governable  teiqpers.  It  is  no  easy  matter  to  be  angry  even  in 
a  right  cause,  and  not  transgress  the  divine  law.  Auger,  in 
gMMMl,  carries  with  it  such  a  degree  of  revenge,  as  ill  be« 
Comes  a  gniltf  transgressor  to  discover  either  towards  op- 
^nenls  or  eaeinies,  and  therefore  we  are  commanded  to 
east  it  away.  Col.  iii,  i&   We  are,  indeed,  allowed  to  shew 
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our  displeasure  at  sin ;  (PsaL  xcvii.  10.)  and  there  may,  on 
some  occasions,  be  a  necessity  to  rebuke  offenders  with 
sharpness ;  (Titus,  i.  13.)  but  it  should  be  administered  in 
the  spirit  of  love  and  forgiveness.  An^^er  is  such  a  violent 
and  unruly  evil,  that  it  agitates  and  convulses  the  whole 
frame.  It  discovers  itself  by  furious  looks.  Dan.  iii.  9.  When 
uuder  its  influence,  the  tongue  is  compared  to  a  sharp  razor, 
working  dcceitfiiUy ;  (Psal.  Iii.  2.)  it  also  produces  actions 
degrading  to  human  nature.  Acts  vii.  54.  It  distorts  the 
countenance,  disturbs  the  mind,  and  transforms  the  man  into 
the  resemblance  of  that  apostate  ^irit  who  is  represented  as 
a  being  qf  ^^ great  wrath.''  It  is  bad  when  felt  in  the  heart, 
but  worse  when  it  appears  without.  Willulness  and  irritabi" 
lity  of  temper  are  greatly  strengthened  and  confirmed  by  a 
corrupt  education,  by  the  want  of  necessary  restraint,  and 
by  foolish  indulgence.  This  is  especially  the  case  among  the 
more  wealthy  classes,  who  regard  with  admiration  the  first 
ebullitions  of  evil,  or  the  first  openings  of  intellect,  in  their 
children,  and  imagine  themselves  and  their  offspring,  from 
worldly  advantages,  as  a  superior  order  of  beiiigp.  Hence, 
they  to  whom  the  care  of  their  persons  or  education  is  com- 
niitted  must  not  controul  them,  must  patiently  endure  their 
pride  and  petulance ;  and  this,  from  fear  or  interest,  is  too 
much  the  case  ;  and  by  thb  means  the  tyranny  of  these 
young  tyrants  grows  with  their  growth  and  increases  with 
their  years.  When  offence  is  given  to  persons  of  this  cha- 
racter, what  a  spirit  do  tikey  afterwards  manifest  1  What 
shocking  expressions  drop  from  their  unhallowed  lips  ! 
What  bitter  oaths,  curses,  and  imprecations  ;  what 
abuse,  threat enings,  ill-wishes,  and  resolutions  of  revenge, 
witliout  the  least  regard  to  God  or  bis  glorious  majesty  1 
The  same  state  of  mind  produces  much  the  same  kind  of 
fruit  in  high  and  low :  in  some,  however,  it  is  more  quickly 
terminated,  by  the  submission  of  the  weaker  to  the  stronger 
party;  while  others  more  on  an  equality  continue  their 
<^ctirrility,  brawling,  and  villifying,  for  a  longer  space.  But 
whether  their  merciless  fury  is  of  longer  or  shorter  duration^ 
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it  is  ofben  attended  with  &tal  consequences,  owing  to  that 
implaealiility  wJiieh  is  cherished  in  the  mind,  and  which  no 
submissions  or  other  considerations  can  remove.  Under 
this  hellish  passion,  how  many  inhuman  and  barbarous  mur- 
ders have  been  committed  or  designed,  which  the  most 
seared  conscience  cannot  fbrget ;  which  wise  and  upright 
magistrates  cannot  pardon;  and  the  perpetration  of  which 
has  awakened  divine  vengeance  to  discover  those  which 
have  been  committed  with  the  greatest  secresy,  and  to  fill 
the  mindof  the  revengefnl  delinquent  with  incessant  fear 
and  alarm  !  This  is  abundantly  confirmed  by  the  histories 
of  all  nations.  What  parricides,  matricides,  and  fratri- 
cides, have  been  committed  in  families,  in  the  bosoms  of 
which  nothing  contrary  to  concord  and  love  ought  to  pre- 
vail, besides  innumerable  other  murders  among  persons  of 
every  character  and  clime  I  These  are  Satan's  first -bom 
children,  who  has  been  a  murderer  firom  the  beginning, 
hunting  the  precious  souls  of  men,  to  destroy  them  ;  and 
these  vile  wretches  have  also  succeeded  like  him  in  destroy- 
ing many  of  the  unhappy  victims  of  their  vengeance,  by 
hurrying  their  souls  into  the  awful  presence  of  a  holy 
God.  It  is  true,  revenge  has  not  always  been  the  principal 
motive  in  these  bloody  scenes,  yet  it  seems  difRcult  to  divest 
ourselves  entirely  of  the  persuasion  that  such  things  can  be 
committed  altogether  in  cool  blood,  as  some  instances  of 
this  shocking  crime  ar^  said  to  be.  However,  no  doubt  can 
remahi,  but  that  revenge  has  often  ended  in  such  horrid 
catastrophes. 

If  all  the  attempts  of  this  wicked  and  furious  passion  have 
not  aimed  to  inflict  death  on  the  real  or  supposed  offender, 
yet  there  is  a  variety  of  instances  in  which  its  cruelties  have 
been  followed  by  lingering  afflictions,  mutilated  bodies  and 
sorrpwful  minds,  with  loss  of  one  or  more  of  the  senses, 
and  perhaps  of  reason ;  while  it  has  reduced  others  to  a  state 
of  want  and  wretchedness.  Such  is  this  uncontrouled  and 
headstrong  passion,  and  such,  or  similar,  its  baneful  effects. 
Wh^n  submitted  to^  it  overturns  in  its  course  all  mercy  and 
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natural  affeetion,  tornaenta  itself^  and  miaerably  distresses 
others ;  breaks  the  bonds  of  firiendahip,  sodetyi  and  order ; 
and  stands  opposed  to  that  mild,  gentle,  and  loving  spirtt^ 
breathed  forth  in  the  gospel  of  God  our  saTioor.  Oh  who 
can  contemplate  this  contrast,  and  not  be  compelled  to  ex- 
claim,  how  deeply  ftdlen  we  are,  and  long  to  see  a  greater 
spirit  of  meekness  and  humility  govern  the  hearts  of  men ! 
I  shall  add  one  more  to  the  many  dispositions  already 
mentioned,  and  that  is 

A  pumi  disposition.— The  inordinate  esteem  whteh  aoaie 
persons  have  of  themselves  and  their  actions,  we  term 
pride;  and  as  .they  consider  th#ir  supposed  exceltencies  ex- 
clusively their  own,  so  are  they  pleased  or  displeased  in 
proportion  as  they  meet  with  attention  or  neglect  from 
others;  yet  both  injure  or  trouble  them:  the  one  puis  them 
up  with  vain  conceit,  and  the  other  awakena  in  them  many 
dangerous  passions ;  all  which  things  render  them  and  Aeir 
actions  displeasing  to  God.  Pride  is  a  deep*reoted  and 
wide-spreading  evil,  and  is  as  pernicious  as  it  is  extensive. 
Whatever  we  possess,  sin  alone  excepted,  is  from  (}od.  Our 
persons,  with  all  their  feculties,  capacities,  and  powers,  are 
from  him ;  and  all  our  providential  mercies  are  the  fruits  of 
his  goodness  and  liberality :  but  pride,  refuses  to  make  any 
acknowledgment  either  of  his  love  or  of  his  numevous  be* 
nefits.  Deut.  xxxii.  15.  This  smfiil  disposition  makes  its 
appearance  in  a  variety  of  forms,  in  all  which  it  is  hatefid  to 
the  Lord ;  as  in  proud  actions,  (S  Chron.  xxv.  19.)  in  proud 
look9,  (Prov.  xvi.  S6.)  vain,  variegated,  and  highly  iaaht* 
onable  apparel,  (Isai.  iii.  16 — 85.)  in  arrogant  speech, 
(1  Sam.  ii.  3.)  pride  of  heart,  (Prov.  xvi.  5.)  in  beingproud 
of  our  wealth,  (Prov.  xviii.  II.)  in  fondness  of  applause, 
(Acts  xii.  Si.)  exulting  in  the  greatness  and  diversity  of  our 
labours,  (Dan.  iv.  SO)  in  our  exalted  and  peculiar  situations^ 
(Es.  xxviii.  S.)  in  commercial  prosperity ;  (Es.  xxviis.  17.) 
and  indeed  in  every  point  wherein  wo  ascribe  praise  to  our* 
selves  and  not  to  the  Lord,  or  seek  it  from  odien,  whether 
it  regard  our  personS)  iamilieS|  employments)  riehes,  or 
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J«r .  ix.  23.  FtlAe  delif hta  in  tettiiig  itsdf  forth, 
and  what  ttpofisesBes,  that  it  may  obtain,  if  possible,  praise, 
esteam,  or  domuiion  ;  which  renders  it  still  mora  TaiS'* 
glorious,  haughty,  and  tyrannical.  While  in  some  it  piqnes 
itself  on  ita  deUoate  sense  of  honour,  and  professes  to  detest 
all  that  is  mean,  base,  and  vile ;  in  others  it  will  be  guilty 
of  fraud,  injustice,  oppression,  and  every  speeies  of  deceit ; 
stnd  should  it  obtain  more  than  heart  could  wish,  it  will 
descend  to  pampering,  idleness,  lewdness,  and  fcolishness^ 
It  despises  the  jioor,  envies  the  rich  and  honourable, 
detracts  from  the  deserving,  cringes  to  and  flatters  the. 
great,  maintains  its  consequence  with  equak,  and  acts  ar« 
rogantly  towards  its  dependants.  It  is  sell^wiUed  and 
dogmatical,  disdains  its  opposers,  practices  insolence^ 
and  loves  to  contradict ;  is  contemptuous,  and  takes  plea-* 
sure  in  ezpeeing  the  fialings  of  others,  eq>acially  when  pro- 
motive of  its  aspiring  and  ambitious  aims.  As  it  is  dificulf 
to  please,  so  it  is  careless  of  pleasing  unless  to  gain  admira- 
tion ;  and  aiming  at  the  highest  place,  submits  with  relac* 
tanoe  when  it  is  disappointed.  It  is  displeased  with  inat- 
tention towards  itself,  and  yet  is  apt  to  discover  it  towards 
ethers,  and  what  it  must  do  is  done  grudgingly.  It  talks 
much  of  the  vulgarity  and  clownishness  of  others,  from  a 
vain  eanceit  of  the  elegancy  of  its  own  manners.  It  aftcts 
fine  tones,  sprightly  airs,  and  a  mincing  gait,  in  some  per* 
SOBS ;  and  a  mde,  blustering,  and  impudent  behaviour,  in 
others.  It  is  so  filled  with  notions  of  its  superiority  and 
consummate  skill,  as  to  think  itself  capable  of  the  most  ex- 
traordinary undertakings :  hence  it  does  not  hesitate  to  at-^ 
tempt  harmonizing  the  greatest  discordances;  but  so  com- 
pletely mistakes  its  own  powers,  as  often  to  occasion  oon- 
tentiona  and  quarrels  among  individuals,  fiuniUes,  nrigh- 
bourhoods,  towns,  and  empires.  It  is  the  very  life  of  the 
feshie«afak  world,  of  ita  manners,  parties,  amusements, 
atiquatte,  and  morals !  It  is  in  perfect  opposition  to  the 
Lord  Jesus,' hating  the  spirit,  simplicity,  and  holuess  of  hia 
goqie),  and  of  thoee  who  glorify  him  Bccording  to  ito  prinei- 
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pies.  It  is  found  indeed  ip  every  feshionable  Ibrm  of  reli* 
gion,  where  it  can  pray  devoutly,  sing  sweetly,  read  charm- 
ingly and  solcoinly ,  not  to  be  heard  of  God,  but  of  thoso 
who  are  capable  of  judging,  or  may  adaure  its  devout  and 
solemn  behaviour.  When  it  appears  on  the  part  of  ortho« 
doxy,  it  denounces,  without  fear  or  shame,  its  anathemat 
against  those  who  difier  from  its  opinions.  The  heretics  are 
condemned  without  being  heard;  or,  if  heard,  without  being 
regarded  or  believed.  It  is  the  grand  incentive  to  oppres* 
sion  in  governors,  and  of  sedition  and  rebellion  in  sub* 
Jects.  It  is  the  root  and  strength  of  discontent,  murmur- 
ing, and  repining,  presumption,  obstinacy,  and  ingratitude. 
The  great  God,  who  is  the  fountain  of  all  excellency,  and 
whose  perfection^  are  beyond  all  human  conception,  beholds 
its  possessors  and  advocates  afar  off,  and  ha«  declared  that 
the  day  isxoming  that  shall  bum  them,  and  leave  them  nei« 
ther  root  nor  branch.  Mai.  iv.  1.  Who  besides  Jehovah  can 
know  how  wide  its  banefitl  influences  diffuse  themselves  ? 
It  is  the  folly,  weakness,  shame,  and  scandal  of  fallen  crea- 
tures, who  are  but  sinful  dust  and  ashes,  and  who  conse- 
quently ought  to  sink  into  the  depths  of  himiility,  and  to  say 
with  pious  Job,  ^^  I  am  vile,'"  which  would  much  better  be- 
come them  than  ostentation  and  vanity,  and  especially  as  it 
is  his  purpose  to  stain  the  pride  of  all  hitman  glory,  and  to 
scatter  th^  proud  in  the  imagination  of  their  hearts. 

If  we  are  to  judge  of  the  tree  by  the  firutt  it  produces, 
what  lias  now  been  observed,  will  sufficiently  discover  that 
the  heart  of  man,  to  use  Solomon's  words,  is  ^^  full  of  evil." 
Its  enmity  against  God  breaks  forth  in  a  variety  of  ways.* 
However  dark  some  may  suppose  these  shades  to  be  drawn, 
they  ne^  only,  if  they  have  not  j^id  attention  to  it  before, 
examine  a  little  the  circle  of  their  own  acquaintance,  or  of 
the  worid  around  them,  to  be  convinced  that  the  truth  has 
by  no  means  .beien  expeeded.  The  shades  indeed  may  be 
so  blended  and  diversified  in  some  persons,  that  h  may 
not  be  easy  to  determine  what  is  their  more  prominent 
disposition  -,  but  this  only  proves  that  ain  qpreada  deeper  ii^ 
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some,  and  wider  in  others ;  bat  that  both  are  far  from  that 
state  df  rectitude  in  which  man  was  first  created. 


s 


CHAP.  III. 

TUE    RECONCILIATION. 

Christ  lilt  only  Saviour — Evil  of  the  original  offence — Cfirist^s 

person — and  his  atonement. 


CHRIST  THE  ONLY  SAVIOUR. 

It  18  common  for  us  to  judge  of  the  patient's  disorder  bj 
the  means  made  use  of  in  attempting  his  recovery ;  and  if 
we  reflect  on  the  methods  pursued  to  redeem  mankind  from 
sin  and  its  consequences,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  sin 
is,  to  adopt  St.  Paul's  language,  '^  exceeding  sinful" — most 
hateful  in  itself,  and  inexpressibly  dreadful  in  its  conse- 
quences. Sin  has  completely  disabled  man  from  being  his 
own  saviour,  nor  can  he  ^^  redeem  his  brother  or  give  to 
God  a  ransom  for  him."  He  is  therefore  entirely  beholding 
to  his  Almighty  Creator  for  his  redemption,  who,  in  bound- 
less mercy,  has  sent  his  beloved  Son  to  redeem  us — with  his 
precious  blood — as  the  spotless  victim  pre*ordained  for  that 
purpose  before  the  foundation  of  the  world.  But  why  must 
the  ^'  Son  of  the  Blessed"  be  sent  on  this  work  of  salva* 
tion  ?  Why  were  not  the  angelic  armies,  which  are  said  to 
'^  excel  in  strength,  to  do  his  commandments,  to  hearken  to 
the  voice  of  his  word,  to  be  his  ministers,  and  to  do  his 
pleasuie ;"  why  were  they  not,  one,  or  more,  or  all  of  their 
order,  employed  2  It  is  obvious  they  were  incapable  of  this 
vast  undertajiing,  being  mere  creatures ;  and  when  many  of 
^h^m  sinned,  they  were  not  capable  of  redeeming  them- 
selves^ mach  less  were  they  sufficient  to  redeem  a  world  of. 
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guiltj  rebala,  tliat  is,  on  the  supposttion  thajt  they  had  not 
fallen.  Ttiej,  the  holy  angels,  as  servants  of  their  ever* 
glorious  King,  are  employed  by  him  on  many  important 
purposes  for  the  advancement  of  his  honour,  the  accom- 
plishment of  his  will,  and  the  chastisement  or  comfort  of 
human  beings,  as  also  in  counteracting  the  malevolent  de« 
sig^ns  and  subtlety  of  infernal  spirits;  and  so  far  their  ser- 
vices  are  doubtless  acceptable  to  him  :  but  it  may  easily  be 
inferred  from  tlieir  ignorance  of  his  procedure  in  man's  re* 
covery,  (1  Pet.  i.  IS.)  that  they  neither  possess  excellency 
of  nature,  copiousness  of  intellect,  nor  sufficiency  of  merit, 
to  become  propiatory  sacrifices,  or  mediators  for  sinners. 
Some  indeed  deny  the  necessity  of  any  atoning  sacrifice  at 
all,  thinking  that  man  is  possessed  of  powers  for  the  dae 
performance  of  whatever  is  required  of  him,  without  super- 
natural aid  or  the  merit  of  a  reconciler ;  but  this  is  so  ftttl^ 
contradictory  to  numerous  express  words  of  scripture,  and 
so  wide  from  the  genius  and  spirit  of  Christianity,  that  (MM 
may  justly  wonder  why  they  call  themselves  christiane  at 
all.  Nor  need  we  be  surprised  at  St.  Peter's  severity,  who 
ranks  such  doctrines  with  damnable  heresies,  and  tells  ns 
that  those  who  imbibe  them  bring  upon  themselves  swill 
destruction.    1  Pet.  ii.  I. 

There  are  others  who  inquire  why  the  divine  Being  can* 
not  pardon  but  through  the  medium  of  an  atoning  sacrifice  t 
I  would  answer,  it  remains  altogether  with  the  divino  good* 
ness  to  choose  what  way  he  pleases,  in  communicating  hia 
ikvour  to  guilty  creatures ;  and  whether  he  could  pardon  sin 
or  not  in  any  other  way  than  that  which  he  has  appointed, 
it  is  undeniable  he  has  not  done  it.  He  does  not  see  good 
to  gratify  our  curiosity  in  this  affair;  and,  as  though  he  would 
stop  all  enquiry  on  that  subject,  the  scripture  is  remarkably 
silent  concerning  it :  and  it  would  be  well  if  we  always  re- 
mained satisfied  with  these  solemn  truths,  that,  <'  Secret 
things  belong  to  the  Lord  our  Grod  ;  but  those  things  whieh 
are  revealed  belong  unto  us'' — ^that  ^  bis  judgments  ard  un* 
searchable,  and  his  trays  past  finding  out'*«*«nd  that  we 
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tmgfat  rather  to  ejtdaim  ^ith  St.  Paul,  <<  Who  hath  knotrn 
the  tniuA  of  the  Lord,  or  who  hath  been  his  counsellor  ?  ** 
than  to  intrude  into  those  things  which  we  cannot  compre- 
hend, from  the  vanltj  cf  a  carnal  mind.  But  though  we  are 
not  permitted  to  pry  into  the  counsels  of  Hearen,  we  are  not 
forbid  piously  to  reflect  upon  the  works  and  wisdom  of 
Ood.  "  His  workd  are  gr^at — ^honourable — glorious — and 
wonderful — and  he  hath  made  theih  to  be  remembered — and 
they  are  sought  out  of  all  them  that  have  pleasure  therein." 
Let  us,  then,  consider  what  reasons  can  be  assigned  for  th^ 
appointment  of  this  great  Sacrifice. 

EVIL  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  OFFENCE. 

The  harmony  of  the  works  of  Grod  resembled  in  some  sort 
Us  dirifle  perfections.  The  nature,  formation,  capacities, 
and  state  of  man  at  the  first,  were  every  way  worthy  of  hid 
God,  and  suited  to  the  place  appointed  him  in  the  rank  of 
beings-^he  was  perfect  in  Ids  kind.  It  was  therefore  an  im- 
peachment of  the  ditiife  irisdom  in  him  to  strive  either  to 
ascend  or  descend  fix>m  the  place  'assignefd  bira  :  it  was  de- 
strnctive  of  the  order  and  harmony  of  the  universe  :  it  was 
an  opposition  made  to  the  power  and  authority  of  his  Ma** 
ker ;  and  it  was  a  daring  attempt  to  prove  his  truth  and 
justice. 

It  was  an  impeachment  of  his  msdom. — ^By  refusing  to  obey 
its  dictates  and  follotlring  his  own  way,  man  set  himself 
in  opposition  to  his  €rod,  as  though  be  kneV  better  what 
course  to  pursue  than  he  to  whom  he  owed  his  existence. 
It  was  holding  a  taper  to  the  sun  indeed  !  This,  his  'way, 
was  his  folly,  and  his  foolish  heart  was  darkened;  and  where 
fe  the  man  who  has  not  more  or  less  shewn  himself  in  this 
respect  the  true  image  of  his  first-offeiiding  parent  ? 

ft  was  destructive  of  order. — Order  is  necessary  to  the  very 
existence  of  the  universe.  All  would  so^n  be  confusion  and 
ruin  without  it.  The  heavenly  bodies,  leaving  their  orbits, 
wouKf  dash  against  and  destroy  each  other.  The  earth, 
witft  aR  its  beautftfel  variety  and  change  of  seasons,  with 
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all  tbe  creatures  it  sustains,  would  sink  in  irremediable  con- 
fusion and  ruin.  So  man  by  transgression  caused  great  dis- 
order in  the  moral  world,  and,  bj  bringing^ the  curse  upon 
the  ground,  great  misery  and  confusion  among  the  inferior 
creatures ;  and  to  what  extent  its  evils  may  be  carried,  can- 
not be  determined. 

It  was  an  opposition  to  divine  authorifj/. — ^As  iGoA  is  the 
wisest,  greatest,  and  best  of  beings,  so  all  should  honour 
and  obey  him.  His  government  is  most  just,  equitable,  and 
permanent ;  his  laws  most  pure  and  perfect ;  and  his  ser- 
vice the  creature^s  true  liberty  and  happiness.  To  oppose 
him,  therefore,  and  to  trample  his  laws  under  our  feet, 
is  folly,  madness,  ingratitude,  and  wickedness.  Man  did 
this  by  yielding  his  heurt  to  disobedience.  Oh,  that  a  feeble 
worm  of  the  earth  should  have  the  pride  and  insolence  to 
wage  war  ^vith  omnipotent  goodness ! 

It  was  a  daring  attempt  to  ^rove  his  truth  and  justice^ — ^It 
pleased  God  at  the  beginning  to  require  proof  of  obedience 
on  the  part  of  man,  by  prohibiting  his  use  of  the  tree  of  the 
knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  whatever  that  was,  threatening 
him  with  certain  death  the  day  he  should  eat  of  the  forbid- 
den fruit.  In  an  evil  hour,  at  the  instigation  of  his  wife, 
with  his  eyes  open,  he  took  and  ate,  and  his  guilty  soul 
stood  exposed  to  the  dreadful  penalty.  Could  he  imagine 
that  his  God  could  utter  felsehood,  when  he  informed  him 
of  his  danger?  Did  he  suppose  that  his  justice  would  not 
resent  the  rebellious  action,  and  that  death  would  not  be 
inflicted  ?  But  all  was  in  part  awfully  realized  by  spiritual 
death,  in  his  disunion  from  God,  by  that  change  in  his  situ- 
ation which  rendered  temporal  death  inevitable,  and  by  his 
exposure  to  eternal  death,  in  his  final  banishment  from  his 
offended  Maker's  presence. 

CHRIST'S  PERSON. 

This  short  sketch  shews  a  little  of  the  first  offence,  and  it 
is  placed  in  this  form,  to  introduce  with  greater  clearness 
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the  last  particular.  To  threaten  with  death  in  so  solemn 
and  positive  a  manner,  and  not  execute  the  sentence,  bean 
hard  upon  the  truth  Bxid  justice  of  God,  and  his  other  attri- 
butes also.  But  some  may  say  that  he  is  compassionate  and 
good.  Let  us  admit  the  truth  of  this,  and  what  shall  we 
gain  thereby  ?  Must  one  attribute  in  the  Deity  be  violated 
by  another  ?  But  supposing  that  man  is  pardoned,  shall 
he  receive  this  favour  as  penitent  or  impenitent  ?  If  as  pe- 
nitent, can  he  make  himself  such,  is  he  disposed  to  it,  does 
he  know  any  thing  of  it,  is  it  in  his  nature  ?  By  any  thing 
he  discovered  on  the  day  of  his  trial  we  say.  No.  Must 
then  the  grieved  and  insulted  Jehovah  bestow  a  favour  like 
this  upon  a  rebel  that  deserves  the  greatest  punishment ; 
and  who,  being  once  restored,  will  fall  by  the  next  tempta- 
tion, as  having  nothing  to  dread ;  or  fiincy  that  his  God 
cannot  do  without  him,  and  upbraid  him  to  his  face  for  his 
compassions,  at  the  expense  of  his  holiness,  truth,  justice, 
and  authority  ?  But,  if  we  consider  him  as  impenitent — ^to 
pardon  him  in  this  case,  why  not  pardon  devils  too  ?  Were 
they  not  greater  in  power  and  dignity  than  man  ?  We  will, 
however,  pass  this  by.  To  pardon  thus  a  hardened  sinner, 
would  it  not  be  to  sanction  all  his  crimes,  to  reward  him 
with  an  extraordinary  and  supemsitural  fevour  for  having 
given  greater  credit  to  the  lying  tempter  than  to  himself; 
would  it  not  destroy  the  immutable  distinction  between  vir- 
tue and  vice,  guilt  and  innocency,  purity,  and  filthiness ; 
would  it  not  be  setting  a  dreadful' example  toother  intelli- 
gencies,  who  might  throw  off  their  allegiance  to  him  without 
fear,  if  he  suffered,  with*  impunity,  such  disloyalty  to  his 
person  and  government ;  and  must  not  those  blessed  spirits 
who  stood  have  entertained  strange  views  of  his  righteous- 
ness, who  could  doom  their  offending  companions  to  the  in- 
fernal regions,  and  discover  no  displeasure  to  an  inferior  or- 
der of  beings  for  their  wanderings  from  him  ?  It  does  not, 
therefore,  in  the  nature  and  established  order  of  things  ap- 
pear that  offending  creatures  like  us  could  be  pardoned  by 
Oiere  mercy  alone.   It  was  necessary  that  something  should 
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^e  dene  tl^at  would  sufficiently  mark  the  odiousness  of  sin, 
that  would  preserve  the  harmony  of  the  divine  perfections 
in  pardoning  the  sinner,  that  would  encourage  hope  without 
proinoting  presumption,  that  would  be  the  most  effectual 
in  destroying  enmity  in  the  human  heart,  that  would  fiimish 
the  strongest  motives  to  perseverance  after  being  restored, 
that  would  afford  the  most  e^tepsive  assistance  and  the  easi-t 
est  means  of  obtaining  salvation,  that  would  most  display 
the  divitie  goodness  and  compassion,  and  render  man  the 
most  thankiiil  and  humble,  from  a  consciousness  that  he  de-» 
aerved  no  such  favour,  and  which  would  oyer  prevent  his 
departure  from  God,  when  placed  in  a  more  perfect  state  of 
existence  than  the  present.  All  this  is  completely  realized 
ip  the  unspeakable  gift  of  th^  liord  of  life  and  glory ;  being 
inexpressibly  one  with  the  Father  in  a  sense  in  which  no 
creature  c^n  possibly  be,  having  all  the  attributes  of  Deity 
ascribed  to  him.  He  is  called  the  Mighty  Gody  Isai.  ix.  6« 
Qod  oxer  ally  blessed  for  ever,  Rom.  ix.  5.  Gedour  Savumry 
Titus  i.  S«  The  true  Gody  1  John  v.  20.  One  with  the  Fa« 
ther,  John  x.  3-  Being  in  the  Form  of  God,  Phil.  ij.  6  ;  and 
his  inoisiblc  image,  Col.  i.  15<r  King  of  Kings  and  Loan  of 
Lords,  Rev.  xix.  16.  Etemallj/Uke  same,  I{eb.  i.  II,  12« 
Onmipresenty  Matt,  xviii.  SO.  Onmiscienly  John  ii.  !?4*  Cre- 
ator of  all  things,  John  i.  3.  Col.  i.  16.  Upholding  aU  tfuMgSy  . 
Heb.  i.  3.  Better  than  angels,  Heb.  L  4.  The  source  of  bles* 
sing,  Psal.  Ixxii.  17.  To  be  worshipped  by  all,  both  angels 
itnd  men,  Phil.  ii.  10.  Heb.  i.  6.  Forgives  sinsy  Mark  -ii.  5, 
Sends  the  Holy  Ghost,  John  xvi.  7.  Admits  into  heaven, 
^nd  bestows  it  as  he  pleases,  John  xiv.  3.  Luke  ^xiii.  43. 
He  is  the  head  of  every  man,  1  Cor.  xi.  3L.  All  which  dig- 
nity, names,  and  works,  with  many  others,  directly  or  indi* 
rectly  ascribed  to  him?  discover  such  glories,  and  excellent 
cies,  as  cannot  but  constitute  him  on  the  part  of  his  Fs^ther  a 
prc^r  Mediator.  Human  understanding  is  infinitely  too  cir-i 
cumscribed  in  this  imperfect  state,  to  comprehend  the  mode 
of  the  divine  existence,  whether  we  speak  of  him  as  Ovs  or 
TliBEfi.   Many  indeed  pride  theinselves  as  having  discovert 


f  d  bi9  Unity  by  inferential  or  refilled  reasoning)  to  the  €tx« 
elusion  ciiil  plurality.  But  how  is  be  comprehended  by 
them  ?  He  that  fully  comprehends  tbe  Great  Grod,  must  at 
least  have  an  understanding  equal  to  his.  If  none  are  bold 
enough  to  declare  that  they  are  possessed  of  an  ^^  infinite  un-« 
derstanding,"  like  himself,  one  would  think  that  they  ooght 
to  display  modesty  enough  not  to  despise  such  as  differ  fimn 
their  opinionsi  whose  understandings  may.  he  as  strong,  as 
elear,  and  as  well  cultivated  as  theirs.  But  on  what  do  they 
pretend  to  ground  their  opinions  ?  Is  it  on  the  works  of 
nature  ?  How  do  we  know  that  God  is  one  person  from 
these  ?  Is  it  from  their  magnitude,  varieties,  uses,  order^ 
splendour,  or  revolutions  ?  Can  there  he  no  unity  of  desigii 
in  great  works,  in  variety,  utility,  order,  brightness,  and 
change,  but  from  a  single  agent  ?  Cannot  more  than  one— 
cannot  multitudes  concur  in  unity  of  design  ?  Is  it  not  done 
on  many  occasions  ?  May  we  then  not  infer  from  the  works 
of  nature  that  there  may  be  one,  or  two,  or  more  Grods  em-* 
ployed,  unless  we  receive  information  not  from  Jehovah's 
works,  but  from  J^ovah  himself?  Should  their  reasonings 
he  founded  on  the  sacred  book,  containing  the  historical  re* 
lations  of  the  numerous  revelations  which  Jehovah  at  seve^ 
ral  times  and  in  divers  manners  has  made  to  mankind  con<» 
cerning  himself,  is  it  not  truly  astonishing  that  nothing  can 
be  seen  by  these  persons  but  absolute  unity  ?  However  doi* 
sirable  it  may  be  to  produce  conviction  in  their  minds  on 
this  subject,  I  consider  any  attempt  of  the  kind  altogether 
vain  and  useless.  The  determination  to  exclude  all  mystery, 
and  to  receive  nothing  above  the  standard  of  their  own 
minds,  discovers  such  a  degree  of  self-conceit,  as  must  pre- 
vent that  humble  disposition  to  which  alone  the  Lcnrd  will 
have  respect^  and  to  which  alone  the  promises  of  wisdom  are 
made.  All  I  can  hope  for  is  to  encourage  the  humble  en^ 
quirer  after  this  precious  truth,  that  Father,  Son,  and  S|U9 
rit,  are  truly  and  essentiaUy  God.  I  deny  not  the  unity  of 
the  Godhead,  that  being  oftfa  aflSirmed  in  opposition  to  the 
Pplyth^iswi  of  the|iea4heiiss  but  I  deny  that  it  is  that  alon^ 
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irhidi  k  dedared  of  Grod.  Thna  our  Lord,  speaking  to  hit 
apostles,  says,  ^< Believe  me, that  /am  in  the  Father,  and  the 
Faiher  in  me— and  I  will  pray  the  Father  and  he  shall  give 
you  anoiher  Comforier — the  Spbrii  of  truth. — ^If  a  man  love 
iw^— my  Faiher  will  love  him,  and  We  will  come  to  him — ^but 
the  Comforter  J  the  Holjf  Ghost,  whom  the  Faiher  will  send  in 
my  name,  He  shall  teach  you  all  things. — ^But  when  the  Com- 
forter is  come,  whom  /  will  send  unto  you  from  the  Father, 
the  Spirit  of  truth,  which  proceedeth  from  the  Father,  He 
shall  testify  of  Me. — ^All  things  that  the  Father  hath  are 
mine:  therefore  said  /,  he  shall  take  of  mine  and  shew  them 
iinto  you."  Can  any  unprejudiced  mind  read  these  words 
and  deny  personality  in  the  Godhead?  If  words  have  any 
meaning  at  all,  then  certainly  our  Lord  spake  in  these  pla- 
ces of  more  than  one  person. — St.  Paul  speaks  similar  lan- 
guage :  ^^  The  Spirit  itself  beareth  witness — ^that  we  are 
the  children  of  (jO£^and  joint  heirs  with  Christ. — ^Now  I 
beseech  you,  brethren,  for  the  Lord  Jesus  ChrisVs  sake,  and 
for  the  love  of  the  Spirit,  that  ye  strive  together  in  your 
prayers  to  God  for  me. — Through  him  we  both  have  access 
by  one  Spirit  to  the  Father. — In  whom  all  the  building,  fitly 
framed  together,  groweth  into  an  holy  temple  in  the  Lord, — 
}n  whom  ye  also  are  builded  together  for  an  habitation  of 
Cr^  through  the  Spirit.^'  I  might  produce  many  such  instan- 
ces from  the  scriptures  of  the  New  Testament,  in  which  this 
doctrine  is  more  fully  revealed  than  to  the  Old  Testament 
saints ;  but  these  are  sufficient  for  my  purpose,  as  I  wished 
to  shew  the  real  dignity  of  his  person,  and  what  renders  hit 
services  and  sacrifice  meritorious. 

And,  on  the  other  hand,  he  is  truly  and  properly  man, 
yet  without  the  intervention  of  man,  being  bom  of  a  virgin, 
through  the  sole  agency  of  the  eternal  Spirit— of  the  tribe 
crf^Judah,  of  the  seed  of  David — was  wrapped  in  swaddling 
clothes,  circumcised  on  the  eighth  day,  taken  up  in  the  arms 
of  Simeon,  seen  of  the  shepherds  and  wise  men,  exiled  into 
a  foreign  countiy  to  avoid  death,  returned  and  dwelt  at 
Pfarareth-^^^TOW^  wax^d  strong  in  spirit,  filled  with  wisdom) 
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and  the  grace  of  God  was  upon  him — increasing  in  fitvonr 
with  God  and  man,  submitting  himself  to  his  parents,  fol- 
lowing trade,  and  attending  ordinances  of  divine  service — 
preached,  travelled,  was  wearj,  hungry  and  thirsty,  sensible 
of  pain,  want,  sorrow,  and  anguish — wept,  bled,  and  died 
— his  body  was  afterwards  wound  in  linen  clothes,  with 
about  a  hundred  weight  of  myrrh  and  aloes,  and  laid  in  a 
new  tomb,  in  a  garden  near  the  place  where  he  was  cruci- 
fied. All  these  things  shew  tliat  he  was  made  like  unto  his 
brethren,  that  he,  by  the  grace  of  God,  might  taste  death 
for  every  man;  by  which  means  he  becomes  a  true,  compas* 
sionate,  and  faithful  Mediator,  on  the  part  of  man ;  or  by 
the  union  of  both  natures  in  one  Christ,  he  is  the  ^^  one 
Mediator  between  God  and  man ;"  and  everypart  of  his 
character  with  all  his  actions,  shew  how  adequate  he  is  to 
the  undertaking ;  how  likely  to  succeed  in  reconciling  the 
parties,  and  how  amiable  and  glorious  he  is  in  the  estima« 
tion  of  both. 

It  is  with  this  subject  as  with  most  others,  a  variety  of  . 
questions  might  be  asked — ^how  the  eternal  Word  could  be 
made  flesh — ^how  himself,  as  God,  could  be  reconciled  and 
the  reconciler — ^why  the  first  or  third  of  the  Sacred  Three 
should  not  have  assumed  our  nature  as  well,  or  instead  of 
the  second,  and  so  on;  without  any  one  being  able  to  return 
a  satisfactory  answer*  '  These  deep  subjects  are  not  to  be 
understood  here  :  they  must  be  referred  to  that  more  per- 
fect state,  where  we  shall  know  even  as  we  are  known.  la 
the  mean  time,  let  it  be  our  wisdom  to  place  implicit  confi* 
dence  in  him  who  cannot  err,  and  we  shall  not  be  suJSTered 
to  err  ourselves.  The  cordial  reception  of  what  he  declares^ 
as  just.and  true,  will,  though  in  some  respects  mysterious, 
bring  its  own  evidence  with  it,  by  promoting  the  real  inte- 
rests of  the  soul.  ^ 

As  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  world  should 
not  be  imposed  on  with  regard  to  the  Messiah— that  they 
should  know  him  and  receive  him  on  Lis  appearance,  in  a 
manner  suitable  to  the  greatness  of  his  Majesty  and  the 
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riches  of  hid  gtVLCe^  men  were  apprised  of  him  by  promiseB 
fliid  predictions,  types  and  sacrifices,  and  descriptions  of 
character,  which  took  place  from  time  to  tilne,  till  the  ten-* 
der  mercjr  of  God  sweetly  discovered  itself  in  their  fiilfil^ 
aoent.     Let  us  first  Consider  the  promises  and  predktwns. 

The  first  on  record,  which  has  been  already  noticed,  is 
the  braising*  of  the  serpent's  head  by  the  seed  of  the  woman^ 
^hich  implies  that  the  power  and  dominion  of  hell  should 
be  orertamed  by  the  sufferings  and  death  of  Christ,  which 
has  been  accomplished ;  as  through  death  he  destroyed  him 
that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is  the  devil ;  so  that  such 
as  accept  of  mercy  through  him  are  delivered  from  Satan^s 
tyranny,  and  from  those  terrors  of  death  occasioned  by  the 
dread  of  falling  under  the  power  of  those  cruel  and  accurs* 
ed  tormentors. 

The  next  promise  is  that  to  Abraham,  ^^  In  thee  shall  all 
families  and  nations  of  the  earth  be  biessed.'*  Oen.  zii.  9. 
xxii.  18.  This  could  not  be  personally  applied  to  Abra- 
ham ;  but  belonged  properly  to  Jesus  Christ,  the  promised 
Seed,  who  <^  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels,  but  took 
on  him  the  seed  of  Abraham — that  the  blessing  promised 
to  him  might  come  on  the  Grentiles  through  Jesus  Christ, 
that  we  might  receive  the  promise  of  the  Spirit  by  ikith/* 
The  sante  promise  was  also  made  to  Isaac ;  (Gkn.  xxvi.  4.) 
knd  after  that  to  Jacob.  Gen.  xxviii.  14. 

When  the  last  named  venerable  personage  was  giving  his 
dying  blessing  to  his  children,  he  foretold  that  '  the  sceptre 
Should  not  depart  from  Judah — till  SfailcA  came,  and  that 
the  gathering  of  the  people  should  be  to  him.'  It  is  gene*' 
rally  agreed,  that  by  ShUoh  is  meant  the  Messiah ;  as  sent 
%o  be  our  pcaee^maker  and  to  make  as  happy  and  prosperous 
through  bis  own  sorrow  mid  sufferings.  He  was  idso  to 
make  his  appearance  towards  the  close  and  breaking  up  of 
ike  kingdom  of  Judah;  and  it  is  well  known  that  Jesus 
Christ  appeared  before  its  destruction,  and  constitibted  ih^' 
cfhristian  church ;  and  the  gathering  of  the  people  Which 
began  then  is  stiU  continued  by  a  ftesk  aeeessitf*  of  itd  rae«H 
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ber6,  and  will  cotttume  till  hii  autlkMrity  sliall  be  iiniyer^ 
aaUj  acknowledged. 

Moses  bad  it  revealed  to  bim,  that  God  would  raise  up 
•from  among  the  Israelites  a  Prophet  like  himself,  into  whos9 
mouth  he  would  put  words^  and  who  would  speak  all  that 
was  commanded  him.  This  promise  has  never  been  fulfilled 
in  anj  one  but  the  Lord  Jesus ;  and  to  him  it  is  applied  by 
St.  Peter,  (Acts  iii.  82.)  who  observes  to  the  Jews,  that 
unto  them  first  God  having  raised  up  his  Son  Jesus,  sent 
kirn  to  bless  them,  by  turning  away  evety  one  of  fliem  firom 
his  iniquities. 

In  the  second  psalm  he  is  openly  set  forth  as  the  Son  of 
God ;  and,  while  we  are  called  upon  to  express  our  loyaltj 
to  him  as  our  dread,  anointed  Sovereign,  we  are  informed 
that  blessedness  belongs  to  those  that  trust  in  him«  Thi^ 
pealm  is  quoted  by  St.  Paul,  (Acts  xiii.)  and  by  the  chris** 
tian  assembly  after,  the  release  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  John* 
It  is  a  remarkable  prophecy,  and  can  be  applied  to  none 
hot  the  Lord  Christ. 

The  eighth  psalm  is  another  prediction  of  ourXord,  of 
the  joyful  acclamation  of  the  children  on  his  entrance  into 
the  temple,  and  of  his  humiliation  in  assuming  our  naturei 
and  the  glory  that  should  follow.  The  writer  of  the  Epistle 
to  the  Hebrews  directs  us  iiot  to  apply  its  contents  to  man 
in  general,  observing  that  we  see  not  yet  all  things  put  un* 
der  him  [man].  Bat  we  see  Jesus,  who  was  made  a  little 
lower  than  the  angels,  fi>r  the  sufiering  of  death,  crowned 
with  gloiy  and  honour,  that  he,  by  the  grace  of  Crod,  should 
taste  death  for  every  man.  Chap.  ii.  7.  Matt.  xxi.  16. 
.  The  prophet  Isaiah,  who  some  years  before  had  seen  his 
glory,  fi^etold  his  birth,  divinity,  and  name,  (Chap.  vii.  14.> 
which  was  fulfilled  when  the  blessed  virgin  brought  forth 
lier  first'bom  Son  Jesus,  the  Saviour  of  his  people,  or  £ma« 
nael,  God'witfa  us.    Matt.  i.  2S. 

Micah  speaks  thus  of  him,  that  his  birth-place  should  bo 
SetUehem  d  ^  lOat  thou,  Bethlehem— out  of  thee  shall  he 

tofcrth  qato  me  tint  ii  to  bo  HvLsn  in  Israel ;"  of  his 
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Godhead,  <<  whose  goings  forth  hare  been  firom  of  old  from 
everlasting ;"  that  he  should  be  insulted  by  multitudes,  and 
violently  treated,  <<  They  shall  smite  the  Judob  of  Israel 
with  a  rod  upon  the  cheek ;"  that  he  should,  notwithstand- 
ing this,  govern  with  God-like  sway,  and  ^^  be  great  unto 
the  ends  of  the  earth."  The  wise  men,  directed  by  this  pro>- 
phecy,  found  the  young  child  Jesus  and  his  mother  at  the 
very  place  where  the  taxation  or  enrolment  appointed  by 
the  \emperor  Augustus  had  brought  his  mother  and  reputed 
fiither.  His  unexampled  and  supernatural  works  declared 
him  to  be  God  manifested  in  the  flesh ;  multitudes  insulted 
him  and  clamoured  for  his  blood ;  he  was  literally  stricken 
with  a  rod ;  he  has  hitherto  preserved  and  ruled  his  own 
people,  and  he  is  still  great  to  the  ends  of  the  eardi.  Matt, 
xi.  5.  xxvii.  30.  xvi.  18. 

It  was  predicted  that  he  should  be  preceded  by  Elijah,  or 
one  in  his  spirit  and  power,  (Mai.  iv.  5.)  who  had  long 
before  b^n  described  by  the  prophet  Isaiah,  as  ^^  the  voice 
of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness,  Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the 
Lord  :  make  straight  in  the  desert  a  high-way  for  our 
God.*'  All  which  was  accomplished  in  the  eealous,  seardi* 
ing  ministry  of  John  the  Baptist.   Mark  i.  2» 

The  prophet  Jeremiah  proclaimed  his  coming  under  the 
title  of  The  Lord  our  Righteousness,  as  being  not  only 
righteous  and  fulfilling  all  righteousness  in  his  own  person, 
but  as  being  by  his  atoning  sacrifice  the  procuring  cause  of 
our  ^justification  before  God,  and  the  medium  by  which  grace 
is  obtained  for  the  complete  renovation  of  our  nature.  It 
was  tliis  which  made  the  apostle  of  the  Crentiles  say,  ^'  What 
things  were  gain  to  me,  those  I  counted  loss  for  Christ.  Yea, 
doubtless,  and  I  count  all  things  but  loss  tar  the  excellency 
of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  my  Lord  :  for  whom  I  have 
mifiered  the  loss  of  all  things,  and  do  count  them  but  dung^ 
that  I  may  win  Christ,  and  be  found  in  him,  not  having  my 
own  righteousness,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is 
through  the  fiuth  of  Christ,  the  righteousness  which  is  of 
God  by  fhith.''  Other New^Testamentwriters  say  much  the 
same  things,  and  discover  thf  same  spirit. 
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The  prophet  Haggai,  in  the  second  chaptet*  of  his  prophe- 
cy, has  these  words:  ^^  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  Yet 
.once,  it  is  a  little  while,  and  I  will  shake  the  heavens,  and 
the  earth,  and  the  sea,  and  the  dry  land ;  and  I  will  shake  all 
nations,  and  the  desire  of  all  nations  shall  come;  and  I  will 
fill  this  house  with  glory,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts."'  The 
desire  of  all  nations  must  be  understood  to  mean  the  Mes- 
•iah;  and  the  glory  which  filled  the  temple  could  be  none 
but  his.  In  other  respects,  the  glory  of  the  latter  house  was 
greatly  inferior  to  the  former;  but  in  this  it  had  the  advan- 
tage, the  presence  of  Christ  being  greater  glory  than  gold 
and  silver  could  produce,  and  the  dignity  of  his  person 
greater  than  the  temple.  Ilere  we  observe  the  Saviour  was 
to  come  while  the  second  temple  was  standing  ;  and  he  did 
come.  ^^  We  beheld  his  glory,  (said  St.  John)  the  glory 
as  of  the  only-begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of.  grace  and 
truth."  And  he  discovered  his  zeal  for  his  Father's  house^ 
by  dismissing  such  as  made  it  a  house  of  merchandize ;  re- 
stored it  to  the  spiritual  purposes  for  which  it  was  erected, 
and  taught  there  the  way  of  true  and  everlasting  peace. 

Zechariah  was  &voured  with  a  clear  view  of  his  coming 
and  public  entry  into  Jerusalem.  ^^  Rejoice  greatly,  O 
daughter  of  Z  ion;  shout,  O  daughter  of  Jerusalem :  behold, 
thy  king  cometh  unto  thee :  he  is  just,  and  having  salvation; 
lowly,  and  riding  upon  an  ass,  and  upon  a  colt,  the  foal  of  an* 
ass — and  his  dominion  shall  be  from  sea  even  unto  sea,  and 
firom  the  river  even  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth."  How  com- 
pletely this  was  fulfilled  the  evangelists  inform  ns.  He 
was  received  by  the  multitude  with  joyful  acclamations  on 
his-  public  entry  into  Jerusalem,  so  as  greatly  to  attract  the 
notice  of  its  inhabitants,  and  to  prepare  their  minds  for 
matters  of  the  greatest  importance.  Matt.  xxi.  I — IS.  Mark 
xi.  1—12. 

Malachi,  in  the  third  chapter  of  his  prophecy,  foretels  his 
coming,  under  the  character  of  the  Messenger  of  the  ^nre- 
nanty  imqiediately  after  the  appearance  of  the  baptist; 
comperes  his  holy  life  and  doctrine  to  a  refinery  with  his  pu- 
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Fffying  fire ;  and  describes  him  as  opposed  to  all  kinds  of  sin 
and  wickedness.  The  whole  gospel-history  fully  confirmi 
this  prophecy.    He  shewed  himself  to  be 

^^  The  holy,  meek,  unspotted  Lamb^ 
"  Who  from  the  Father's  bosom  came.'* 
Nor  were  the  wicked  able  to  stand  before  him.  The  most 
subtle  and  crafty  were  silenced ;  the  self-righteous  and  hy- 
pocrites were  detected ;  the  wisest  and  most  eloquent  struck 
dumb;  and  error  fled  before  him  wherever  he  came  and 
whenever  he  spoke.  His  most  virulent,  sharp-sighted,  and 
envious  adversaries,  could  not  convince  him  of  sin,  and  were 
tiierefore  obliged  to  put  themselves  at  last  to  the  arts  of 
slander  and  fklsehood,  to  give  the  least  colouring  to  their 
juridical  proceedings  for  his  condemnation. 

Having  considered  several  passages  in  the  prophetio 
writings  which  describe  his  person  and  appearing,  I  shall 
proceed  to  the  types  ;  and,  that  I  may  not  be  supposed  to 
i^ander  in  the  regions  of  ftiiicy,  I  shall  confine  myself  to 
those  which  are  admitted  as  such  in  the  Gospels  and 
Epistles. 

St.  P&ul,  speaking  of  Adam,  calls  him  <<  the  figure  of  him 
that  was  to  come,"  chiefly  in  the  place  in  which  he  speaks 
thus  by  way  of  contrast :  ^  By  Adam  sin  entered  into  the 
world,  and  death  by  sin  ;  and,  being  constituted  sinners  by 
his  fiill,  death  passed  upon  all  the  human  race.  Jesus  Christ 
came  to  put  away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of  himself,  and  to 
al)olish  death;  that,  as  through  the  ofience  of  oke  many  are 
dead,  much  more  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  gift  by  grace, 
which  is  by  ONE  man,  Jesus  Christ,  hath  abounded  unto 
mwny, — ^The  judgment  was  by  one  to  condemnation,  but 
tiie  free  gift  is  of  many  oflSsoces  unto  justification. — ^If  by 
ONE  man's  ofience  death  reigned  by  one,  much  more  they 
which  receive  abundance  of  grace — shall  reign  in  life  by 
ONE,  Jesus  Christ.  Therefore,  as  by  the  off*ence  of  ont 
jud^ent  came  upon  all  men  to  condemnation,  even  so  by 
tlic  righteousness  of  one  the  6*00  gift  came  upon  all  men 
unto  justification  of  life.    For  as  by  mt  myi's  disobedience 
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many  were  made  sinners,  so  hj  the  obedienee  of  tme  shall 
many  be  made  righteous.'  And  in  another  place  he  adds, 
^  The  first  man,  Adam,  was  made  a  living  soul,  the  last 
Adam  was  made  a  quickening  spirit.'  The  substance  of 
which  appears  to  he  this :  That  as  Adam  was  the  eorenant* 
head  and  representative  of  the  human  race,  and  mined  botk 
himself  and  his  posterity  by  his  transgression,  sb  Christ  it 
the  head,  representative,  and  surety  of  every  man  ;  and  by 
his  perfect  and  meritorious  obedience  unto  death,  delivered 
all  from  the  consequence  of  Adam's  transgression,  and  ob»> 
tained  abundance  of  grace  and  eternal  life  for  all  mich  isM^ 
arriving  at  a  proper  age,  should  believe  the  gospel  and  obof 
him.  Thus  grace  has  abounded  to  the  sinful  offspring  of 
g^uilty  Adam  more  than  sin  abounded.  Oh,  most  preciouft 
Gift  of  our  heavenly  Father,  thou  wilt  never  &il  those  who 
confide  in  thee !  Christ  withstood  all  the  tempter's  wiles  t 
he  remained  inflexibly  faithftil  to  his  covenant,  sealed  ii 
with  his  guiltless  blood ;  and  thus  a  way  is  made  for  oW 
€»Bcape  fi*om  aU  the  consequences  of  the  first  transgression^ 
into  the  increasing,  endless  glories  of  eternity.  « 

Melchisedek  is  an  eminent  type  of  our  blessed  Redeemer, 
first  in  his  name.  King  of  Righteousness  and  King  of  Peace. 
Who  is  or  ever  was  righteous  as  our  Jesus  ?  Who  ever 
ibagnified  the  law  and  made  it  honourable  like  him  ?  Or 
to  whom  could  the  title  of  Prince  or  King  of  Peace  be  np^ 
plied,  but  to  him  who  has  made  our  peace  with  Heaven^ 
publishes  it  to  the  world,  implants  it  in  the  believing  heart, 
and  perpetuates  it  for  ever? — Secondly,  in  the  order  oif 
priesthood.  He  is  a  Priest  for  ever  after  the  order  of  Md« 
chisedek,  chosen  and  approved  by  the  most  high  God,  an4 
llxed  by  his  solemn  oath  in  an  unchangeable  Priesthood* 
If,  as  the  apostle  reasons,  the  less  is  blessed  of  the  better^ 
Melchisedek,  who  blessed  Abraham,  was  better  than  Abra«^ 
ham.  But,  ob,  how  much  better  is  our  Jesus  than  b0th  the 
one  and  the  otiber !  He  was  holy,  harmless,  undefiled,.  6e« 
|Nirate  from  sinners,  and  higher  than  the  heavenft ;  and  ha 
18  consecrated  to  present  himself  evermore  n  our  freat 
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Advocate,  and  to  bring  upon  us  eternal  blessings. — HhxxAljf 
in  regard  to  bis  two-fold  nature  and  person.  Moses^  speak* 
ing  of  t)iis  venerable  roan,  introduces  him,  doubtless  bj  di- 
yipe  appointment,  rather  abruptly  to  our  view  ;  giving  no 
account  of  his  parentage,  life  or  death — ^who  he  was  or 
^m  whence  he  sprung,  Melchisedek  appears  to  be  rather 
%  name  of  oflice  than  his  real  name ;  and  some  have  thought 
it  was  Shem,  the  son  of  Noah,  But  this  is  of  no  moment : 
]^e  was  introduced  as  a  type  of  Christ;  and  therefore  it  is. 
timply  pbseryed,  that  there  is  no  ipention  made  of  ^^  &ther, 
mother,  or  descent,  having  neither  beginning  of  days  nor 
end  pf  life,  but  made  like  unto  the  Son  of  God,"  He  is  spo- 
ken of  as  though  he  lived  and  remained  a  priest  continually. 
Oh,  who  shall  describe  the  mysterious  incarnation  of  the 
eternal  Wprdi^who  delineate  the  excellencies,  perfection, 
and  greiitness  !of  his  person !  And  who  among  those  who. 
Ipve  his  name,  but  will  rejoice  that  ^^  he  is  able  to  ^ave  them 
to  the  uttermost  that  come  unto  God  by  him,  seeing  be 
eyer  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  them ;''  and  who  is  or* 
ciained  to  crown  them  with  ^e  ]t>lessinjg;9  of  his  j^podness  for 
ever ! 

The  high  priest  under  the  Jewish  dispensation  was  typi^ 
cal  pf  the'  Lord  Jesus  :  he  was  called  and  consecrated  to  hia 
office  by  God  hiqiself ;  his  costly  dress  and  sacred  services 
^ere  of  divine  appointment ;  as  were  the  places,  ceremo<» 
nies,  perfumes,  altars,  and  utensils,  employed  pr  used  both 
in  the  tabernacle  and  temple.  These  things  are  spoken  of 
largely  in  the  IJpistle  to  the  Hebrews,  and  pointedly  applied 
to  the  Redeemer  and  his  undertakings.  He  was  chosen  of 
the  Father,  and  anointed  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  he 
might  be  a  minister  of  the  sanctuary,  and  of  the  tabernacle 
which  the  Lord  pitched,  and  pot  man.  The  sacerdotal  ha- 
biliments; the  bells  apd  pomegranates;  the  precious  stones, 
with  their  engravings ;  the  mitre,  with  its  gold  plate  and 
inotto.  Holiness  to  the  Loan;  may  denote  the  varied  ex** 
^Uency,  the  perfect  harmony,  the  increasing  benevolence, 
^e  s vrnp^tl^^tip  proofs^  and  the  pious  dispositions,  which  ap^ 
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peared  so  iDustriousIj  in  his  most  holy  life  and  conversa- 
'  tion.  His  tenrices  implied  the  offering  of  himself  to  Grody 
all  the  offerings  of  the  people,  to  teach  them  the  ditine 
will,  and  to  give  them  the  divine  benediction.-^'*  Where- 
fore, (said  the  apostle)  it  is  of  necessity  that  this  man  (the 
Lord  Jesus)  have  somewhat  also  to  offer.^'  He  was  entirely 
devoted  to  Grod,  ever  doing  the  things  which  pleased  him; 
and  gave  himself  for  us  an  offisring  and  sacrifice  to  him  (on 
that  thrice  holy  altar  his  divinity)  for  a  sweet-smelling  sa- 
▼our  ;  he  also  offers  to  his  Father,  and  renders  acceptable 
through  his  iherits,  all  the  works,  devotional  exercises,  and 
sufferings  of  his  sincere  followers ;  he  reveals  the  will  of 
his  Father  by  his  providences,  word  and  spirit ;  and  crowna 
believers  with  present  and  eternal  blessings.  The  ceremo* 
nies  over  which  the  high  priest  presided  or  assisted  in| 
should  not  be  overlooked  ;  such  as  the  daily,  monthly,  or 
occasional  sacrifices,  on  the  great  brazen  altar  which  stood 
in  the  court,  the  ablutions  of  the  brazen  sea  which  stood  be« 
tween  it  and  the  holy  place,  and  especially  the  annual  atone* 
ment.  Here  we  observe  how  Christ  is  our  way  to  God :  we 
some  by  fi&ith  to  his  atoning  sacrifice,  pass  on  through  the  la- 
▼er  of  regeneration  into  that  holy  state  where  our  souls  are 
fed  with  the  true  bread  which  came  down  firom  heaven,  and 
are  cheered  and  illuminated  constantly  by  the  light  of  the 
eternal  Spirit,  and  are  brought  into  a  state  of  meetness  for' 
heaven,  or  the  holiest  of  all.  But  the  entrance  of  the  high 
priest  into  the  inner  part  of  the  temple^  on  the  great  day  of 
expiation  was  truly  applicable  to  our  Lord.  On  that  day  the' 
people  assembled  to  confess  their  sins  and  humble  their  souls 
befcre  GU>d,  while  the  high  priest  alone,  dressed  ift  his  holy' 
garments,  entered  the  holy  place,  with  his  hands  full  of  in« 
cense,  which  he  was  to  put  on  the  fire,  taken  firom  off  theal« 
lar,  and  raise  a  smoke  which  should  cover  the  mercy-seat ; ' 
and  then,  with  the  blood  of  the  victim,  he  was  to  sprinkle  ^ 
U  seven  iimes,  and  make  ah  atonement  for  himself,  the  other  > 
priests,  the  people,  and  the  sanctuary;  and  their  sins,  being, 
ceafefsed  over  the  heed  of  the  scape  g[oat^  and  he  turned* 


9B  THE   NSCBMITT  09  COVVBMIOIT..  [Poff  h 

loose  into  an  ^nin1labited  land,  tbe  priests  and  people  weie 
accepted.  In  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  it  is  thus  explaia^-* 
cd :  '^  Into  the  second  (tabernacle)  went  the  high  priest 
alone  every  year.  The  Holy  Ghost  this  signifying,  thait 
the  way  into  the  holiest  of  all  was  not  yet  made  manifest^ 
•  while  as  the  first  tabernacle  was  yet  standing,  which  was  a 
figure  for  the  time  then  present. — But  Christ,  being  come 
an  High  Priest  of  good  things  to  come,  by  a  greater  and 
more  perfect  tabernacle,  not  made  with  lMuids--Hiieither  by 
the  blood  of  goats  and  calves,  but  by  his  own  blood,  entered 
in  once  into  the  holy  place,  into  heaven  itself,  having  ob« 
tained  eternal  redemption  for  us."  With  such  views  as  these 
of  the  manifold  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God,  it  is  perfect* 
ly  natural  that  the  apostle  should  administer  consolation  and 
encouragement  to  all  such  as  believe  in  him ;  and  so  he  adds,  > 
^^  Having  therefore,  brethren,  boldness  to  enter  into  the  ho^ 
liest  by  the  blood  of  Jesus,  by  a  new  and  living  way,  which 
he  hath  consecrated  for  us  through  the  vail,  his  flesh,  and 
having  an  High  Priest  over  the  house  of  God,  let  us  draw 
near  with  a  true  heart,  in  full  assurance  of  (aith ;"  the  king- 
dom of  Heaven  being  opened  to  all  that  obey  his  voice,  and 
.accept  of  his  mercy.  Thus,  blessed  Jesus,  we  have  in  thee 
an  altar  of  which  none  have  a  right  to  eat  who  reject  thy 
pace ;  thou  art  our  great  Sacrifice,  having  for  our  sanctifi« 
cation  suffi^red  without  the  gate ;  and  thou  art  our  compas« 
aionate,  sinless  High  Priest,  the  perfume  of  whose  merits^ 
wd  the  virtue  of  whose  blood,  cover  the  mercy-seat,  and 
leal  the  covenant  of  etamal  peace  between  thy  Father  and 
Qur  ransomed  souls !  •  O  may  we  be  as  willing  tashare  iky 
reproach  as  we  are  to  partake  of  thy  glory  I  To  Aee  be 
glory  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 

The  passover  is  another  type  of  Christ.  When  the  Lord 
was  about  to  fulfil  the  promises  he  had  made  to  Abr^iam  in 
the  redemption  of  his  oppressed  and  persecuted  posterity^ 
and  to  inflict  just  judgments  on  their  proMd  and  erael  €»p*' 
ptessors^  he  commanded  his  own  people,  l^  his  servant  Mo* 
«S|  to  form  a  new  era|  and  in  fiituse  t^  begin  tUsir  ymr 
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from  the  time  of  their  deliverance^  ivhich  answers  to  our 
March ;  on  the  tenth  of  this  month,  one  or  more  families, 
according^  to  their  numbers,  were  commanded  to  take  up  a 
lamb  without  blemish^  a  male  of  the  first  year,  and  to  keep 
it  up  till  the  fourteenth  ;  on  the  evening  of  that  daj  evenr 
lamb  of  the  whole  con^^regation  was  to  be  killed  ;  having 
received  its  blood  into  a  basin,  with  a  bunch  of  hjssop  dip- 
ped in  the  blood,  they  were  to  strike  and  sprinkle  it  upoii 
the  two  side  posts,  and  on  the  upper  door  post,  and  then  to 
abide  in  the  house,  that  they  might  escape  the  vengeance 
coming  on  their  idolatrous  oppressors.  This  lamb  was 
to  be  roasted,  but  not  a  bone  of  it  broken^  and  the  flesh 
of  it  'Was  to  be  eaten  with  bitter  herbs  and  unleavened 
bread,  and  whatever  remained  of  it  till  thje  morning  burnt 
with  fire;  and  they  were  to  eat  it  in  .haste,  in  a  standing 
posture,  as  persons  about  to  journey  immediately.  Can  it 
be  supposed  for  a  moment,  that  aU  these  ceremonies,  de.« 
scribed  with  such  minutene^,  bad  no  reference  to  more  im- 
portant events  ?  It  would  be  a  most  extraordinary  circum- 
stanoe  if  they  had  not:  but  it  is  evident  they  had.  Our 
Lord  is  called  ^^  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  sin 
of  the  world,"  to  express  the  innocence,  holiness,  and  geq- 
tleness  of  his  character,  and  the  tender  compassion  he  has 
manifested  in  lay^ig  down  his  life  for  our  redemption,  and 
shedding  his  precious  blood  for  the  purifying  of  our  souls,. 
to  deliver  us  from  the  wrath  to  come.  It  was  to  be  a 
lamb  without  blemish,  of  the  first  y^ar«  Our  Jesus  was 
without  blemish  and  wit^iout  spot,  foreordained,  and  kept 
up  in  the  counsels  of.  eternity  four  thousand  years  before 
the  shedding  of  his  precious  blood,  and /our  days  after  the 
in&mous  priesthood  had  covenanted  with  the  traitor  to  deli- 
ver him  up  to  them,  And  four  days  after  his  public  entry  in- 
to Jerusalem,  that  murderous  city.  All  the  congregation 
were  to  kill  the  lamb,  because  all  were  interested  in  the 
sprinkling  of  the  blood,  and  because  every  fiimily  was  to  be 
preserved  from  the  plagueof  death  by  its  application  to  their 
dwelluig.  In  like  manner,  the  Lord  laid  our  sins  on  Christ, 
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the  true  victim,  and  he  bore  them  away.  Thus  we  inaj  all 
be  considered  as  his  betrayers  and  murderers ;  and,  to  escape 
the  wrath  of  God,  we  must  have  our  hearts  sprinkled  by  that 
blood,  from  an  evil  conscience,  that  we  may  serve  him  ac- 
ceptably, with  reverence  and  godly  fear,  without  which  the 
fiin-avenging  hand  of  inexorable  justice  will  shew,  us  no 
favour:  and,  having  run  for  shelter  to  the  blood  of  hisvross, 
we  must  abide  there  continually ;  in  other  words,  by  faith, 
as  with  the  bunch  of  hyssop,  our  souls  must  obediently 
trust  in  his  meritorious  suiFerings,  and  expect  the  present 
and  future  acceptance  of  all  that  is  said  or  done  by  us  for 
God  through  Jesus  alone.  It  is  in  his  blood  that  the  saints 
wash  their  robes,  and  make,  and  preserve  them  white.  This 
Iamb  was  to  be  roasted,  to  shew  that,  after  the  nature  of  fire, 
the  true  victim  would  be,  as  it  were,  scorched  and  burnt  up 
by  his  fiery  sufferings,  when  pursued  by  fiends  and  men, 
and  especially  when  bruised  and  put  to  grief  by  his  Almigh- 
ty Father  for  our  sins,  and  -which  constrained  him  to  say, 
'^*I  thirst."  But  not  a  bone  of  him  was  to  be  broken. 
No,  his  sufferings  terminated  before  the  moment  arrived 
when  his  executioners  came  to  'expedite  the  death  of  the 
sufferers ;  so  that,  though  they  broke  the  legs  of  those  who 
were  crucified  with  him,  they  were  not  permitted  to  treat 
him  so:  yet,  one  of  them  thrust  his  spear  into  his  side,  and 
from  the  wound  issued  a  mingled  stream  of  water  and  blood ; 
by  which  it  fully  appears  that  he  really  and  truly  died.  The 
flesh  of  it  must  be  eaten  with  bitter  herbs  and  unleavened 
bread.  Leaven,  by  the  apostle,  is  considered  as  implying 
sin,  and  therefore,  he  commands  th&t  it  be  purged  out  from 
among  us;  and  by  the  same  mode  of  reasoning,  the  bitter 
herbs  may  mean  the  unfeigned  sorrow  which  true  penitents 
feel  when  they  are  brought  to  scriptural  views  of  them- 
selves and  of  him  whom  they  have  pierced  by  their  sins. 
^^  Christ,  our  passover,  is  sacrificed  for  us ;  therefore,  let  us 
keep  the  ieast,  not  with  the  old  leaven  of  malice  and  wicked- 
ness, but  with  the  unleavened  bread  of  sincerity  and  truth." 
AU  whioh  should  be  done — ^immediately  done;  for  we  know 
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not  the  moment  when  we  may  be  called  from  time  to  eter- 
nitj.  Christ  should  now  be  received,  and  an  entire  depend- 
ance^placed  upon  him,  without  which  we  cannot  be  united 
to  or  saved  by  him.  ^^  Except  ye  eat  the  flesh  of  the  Son 
of  man,  and  drink  his  blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you." 

liCt  us  next  consider  the  brazen  serpent. — ^When,  as  a  pu- 
nishment for  sin,  the  Lord  sent  fiery  serpents  among  the  Is- 
raeliies  in  the  wilderness,  on  their  repentance  he  com- 
manded Moses  to  make  a  serpent  of  brass,  and  lift  it  up  on 
a  pole,  promising  that  every  one  bitten  by  a  serpent,  on 
looking  at  the  serpent  of  brass,  should  live;  which  came  to 
pass  accordingly.  Our  Lord,  in  conversing  with  Nicode- 
mus,  informed  him,  ^^  As  Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent  in  the 
wilderness,  even  so  must  the  Son  of  man  be  lifted  up ;  that 
iivhosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
eternal  life."  Our  souls  have  been  stung  and  poisoned  by 
sin,  and  our  spiritual  maladies  are  incurable  by  human 
means.  No  contrivance,  power,  or  skill  of  our  own,  can 
reach  our  desperate  case.  Yet  we  are  not  left  in  despair  : 
Jesus,  the  Son  of  God  and  Son  of  man,  has  undertaketi  our 
cause  :  he  has  submitted  to  death  for  our  sakes,  even  the 
ignominious  death  of  the  cross :  he  has  been  lifted  up  a 
spectacle  to  heaven,  earth,  and  hell :  we  are  commanded  in 
our  trouble  and  distress  to  look  to  him;  and,  by  virtue  of  his 
sacrifice,  sin,  the  envenomed  sting  of  death,  is  drawn,  the 
soul  healed,  the  powers  of  hcU  discomfited,  Heaven  smiles, 
and  the  blooming  hopes  of  immortality  fill  the  believer  with 
jpy  and  gladness^ 

'*  Stung  by  the  scorpion  sin. 

My  poor  expiring  soal, 

The  balmy  sound  drinks  in, 

And  is  at  once  made  whole : 
See  there  my  Lord  upon  the  tree ! 
I  hear,  I  feel  he  died  for  me!'* 

How  divine,  how  easy  the  remedy  !    Despair  withers  in 
the  shade  of  the  cross.   Ob,  may  I  ever  look  by  faith  at  this 
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extraordinary  instance  of  incarnate  love !  Oh  let  me  bring 
here  every  adeusation  brought  against  my  sinful  soul !  And 
justice  itself  Will  assist  me  to  nail  it  beneath  the  feet  pierced 
for  me,  and  smile  while  the  purple  current  blots  out  the 
charge,  and  changes  my  dread  of  condemnation  into  smiles 
and  holy  confidence  in  God.  Saviour,  thou  knowest  all 
things,  thou  knowest  that  I  would  love  thee !  Or  why  these 
tears,  these  sighs,  these  desires  after  thee,  this  gratitude  ? 
Saviour,  love  me  still,  and  strengthen  me  to  love  thee  for 
ever! 

The  sustenance  miraculously  afforded  the  Israelites  in 
the  wilderness  typified  the  provision  made  for  our  souls  in 
Christ. — ^\Vhen  they  stood  in  need  of  water  Moses,  was  or- 
dered to  strike  a  rock,  which  immediately  poured  forth  a 
stream  of  water  sufiicient  for  that  great  multitude,  and  at 
which  stream  they  long  drank  freely  and  quenched  their 
thii-st.  The  apostle  tells  us  "that  rock  was  Christ ;''  smitten 
by  the  hand  of  his  heavenly  Father,  he  has  never  ceased 
£rom  pouring  forth  the  streams  of  salvation  to  the  sons  of 
men,  and  whoever  has  thirsted  for  it  has  been  invited  to 
drink  freely  of  this  refreshing,  salutary  water  of  life  and 
happiness. 

When  they  hungered,  he  rained  upon  them  bread  from 
above — ^bread  that  was  sweet  to  every  one's  taste,  which  was 
suited  to  every  one's  age  and  constitution,  and  which  proved 
nutritious  to  them  all,  at  all  times,  places,  and  seasons.  In 
allusion  to  this,  our  Lord  said  to  the  Jews,  "  My  Father 
giveth  you  the  true  bread  from  heaven ;  for  the  bread  of 
God  is  he  which  cometh  down  from  heaven,  and  giveth  life 
to  the  world. — If  any  man  eat  this  bread,  he  shall  live  for 
ever."  How  wretched  and  miserable  is  that  soul  that  knows 
not  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  that  is  not  nourished  by  him  !  If 
none  have  life,  but  such  as  feed  by  &ith  on  him^  how  much 
spiritual  death  is  there  in  our  sinful  and  unbelieving  world! 
Yet  it  is  evident  that  as  Christ  lived  by  the  Father,  so  we 
must  live  by  him,  or  we  can  have  no  life  in  us.  Of  whom 
then  could  it  be  said^  that  be  came  down  from  heaven,  but  of 
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this  Saviour  ?  Who  has  the  Father  given  for  the  life  of  the 
world  but  him  ?  Oh,  heavenly  Father,  there  is  none  except 
this  blessed  Redeemer  whom  we  can  call  our  life  ;  there  ia 
none  but  he  who  can  support,  nourish,  and  invigorate  our 
fainting  souls !  ^'  Evermore  give  us  this  bread,*'  so  shall 
we  be  prepared  to  do  thj  will  on  earth  as  angels  do  in 
heaven ! 

In  these  figurative  representations,  and  others  might  be 
given,  we  see  how  carefully  our  safety  and  comfort  are  at- 
tended to,  the  strengthening  of  our  fidth  kept  in  view,  and 
the  fullest  assurance  given  that  Grod  would  never  have  us 
imposed  upop  by  the  most  artful  impostor.  Oh,  m^y  we 
thankfully  trace  these  fiiinter  strokes  of  a  Saviour's  worth 
and  excellengr,  and  compare  them  with  the  Spirit's  more 
perfect  work  in  his  glorious  person,  till  our  hearts  are  filled 
with  wonder,  love,  and  praise  ! 

The  next  thing  to  be  considered,  in  addition  to  these  types^ 
18  the  nature  of  sacrifice  and  of  sacrifices  themselves. — As 
the  sufferings,  death,  and  resurrection  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
were  to  supersede  the  shadowy  dispensation  of  the  law,  and 
the  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  was  to  be  the  commencement 
of  a  new  dispensation,  wherein  spiritual  worship  and  8acri« 
fice  were  to  be  offered  to  the  blessed  God,  through  the  one 
Mediator,  and  our  whole  conversation  to  be  regulated  hf 
gospel  precepts,  it  follows  that  all  those  temporary  servicea 
had  no  intrinsic  worth,  but  merely  as  they  pointed  to  those 
which  had,  or  were  calculated  to  draw  the  minds  of  a  peo« 
pie  too  prone  to  idolatry,  and  to  the  love  of  pompous  out* 
ward  worship,  to  him  that  was  to  come ;  and  to  cause  them 
the  more  ardently  to  desire  him,  that  he  might  deliver  them 
from  the  heavy  yoke  of  ritual  observances,  and  the  burden 
of  troublesome  and  expensive  ceremonies.  If  it  were  not  sa 
— ^if  the  new,  spiritual  dispensation,  was  imperfbct  in  itself^ 
then  it  would  be  injudicious  and  unsafe  to  give  up  whatever 
might  supply  the  deficiency.  However,  on  this  subject  n0 
doubt  remains,  God  having  declared  in  his  word,  that  ^^  if 
we  sin  wilfully  after  that  we  have  received  the  knowledge 
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of  the  trutli)  (that  is  the  gospel)  there, remaineth  no  more  sa» 
crificefor  sins."  And,  again,  "  When  he  (that  is  the  Saviour) 
comcth  into  the  world,  lie  saith,  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou 
wouldest  not,  but  a  body  bast  thou  prepared  me :  in  burnt 
offerings  and  sacrifices  for  sin  thou  hast  had  no  pleasure. 
Then,  said  1,  Lo,  I  come  to  do  tliy  will,  O  God."  Thus  "He 
taketh  away  the  first,  (the  sacrifices,  &c.)  that  he  may  esta- 
blish the  second,"  his  active  and  passive  righteousness. 
Who  can  read  tiiese  words,  and  not  exclaim,  O  most  incom- 
parable Saviour,  how  truly  amiable  art  thou  in  the  sight  of 
thy  Father,  when  thy  individual  services  were  more  accep- 
table in  his  sight  than  all  the  blood  that  ever  streamed  from 
slaughtered  beasts,  or  all  tlie  rites  performed  by  men  them- 
selves. 

It  is  remarkable  how  God  required  to  be  approached  and 
served  by  sacrifice. — The  first  acceptable  one  we  read  of 
was  thai  of  Abel^  who  ^'  brought  of  the  firstlings  of  his  flock 
and  of  the  fiit  thereof;  and  the  Lord  had  respect  unto  Abel 
and  to  his  offering."  It  is  observed  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews  that  he  offered  in  faith,  probably  with  an  eye  to 
Christ ;  which,  if  Cain  neglected  to  do,  the  reason  of  his  re- 
jection is  sufficiently  explained. 

Nosdi,  after  his  miraculous  escape  from  the  deluge,  offer- 
ed burnt-offerings  to  the  Lord  ;  which  were  so  pleasing  to 
him^  that  he  "  said  in  his  heart,  I  wiU  not  curse  the  ground 
any  more  for  man's  sake  ;"  and  promised  that  ''  while  the 
earth  remaineth,  seed-time  and  harvesjL,  cold  and  heat,  sum- 
mer and  winter,  and  day  and  night  shall  not  cease  ;"  and 
he  blessed  him. — When  Abraham  enquired  of  the  Lord  re- 
specting his  posterity  and  the  fulfilment  of  his  promises,  he 
was  not  permitted  to  know  it  till  sacrifices  were  offered ; 
then  it  was  revealed  to  him,  and  also  confirmed  by  cove- 
nant. 

In  the.  consecration  of  the  priests,  their  garments,  the 
altar  of  burnt-offerings,  and  the  altar  of  incense,  the 
larer  and.  tiie  tabernacle,  sacrifices  were  offered,  and  their 
Uood  spcinklod  upon  both  persons  and  things.    Blood  was 
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also  shed  in  their  bumt-offerings,  in  their  peace-offerings, 
and  sacrifices  for  sins  of  ignorance,  impurities,  rashness,  in- 
attention  to  holy  things,  lying  to  defraud,  false  swearing,  or 
trespass-offerings  in  general.  The  fullest  dedication  of  their 
Nazarites  was  not  complete  till  a  lamb  and  other  sacrifices 
were  offered.  We  may  indeed  say  with  the  apostle,  <^  Al- 
most all  things  are  by  the  law  purged  with  blood,  and  with- 
out shedding  of  blood  is  no  remission."  All  which  discovers 
the  absolute  necessity  of  the  sufferings  and  death  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  to  abolish  the  law  of  commandments  contained  in  or- 
dinances, which  were  too  much  misunderstood  by  the  Jews, 
unacceptable  to  God,  detrimental  to  the  general  peace  of 
the  world,  as  only  typical  of  better  things,' and  that  both 
Jews  and  Gentiles  might,  through*  Him,  have  free  access 
by  one  spirit  unto  the  Father — through  :hini ;  fbrtliere  is  no 
other  way  whatever.  '  ••»  .  =  /      ■ 

These  ^crifices,  though  so  applicable  in  general  to  tbe 

'  Lord  Jesus^  may  also  be  supposed  to  have  some  reference 
to  his  followers,  many  of  them  at  least,  and  to  gospel  timcis 
and  ordinances.  Theymay  afford-some  profitableiiiislruc- 
tion.  '  * 

1.  They  were  of  Divine  inslitation. — ^Men  were  not  left 
to  use  in  God's  service  what  sacrifices  they  pleased.  •  This 
would  have  introduced  too  much' discord  and  confusion.  It 
would  have  given  too  much  scope  to  the  imaginiitioh,  and 
have' introduced  so  many  inconsistences,  weaknesses,  super- 
stitious services,  and  heterogeneous  matters,  as  could  never 

-  have  met  the  approbation  of  the  *  ^^  God  of  harmony  and 
love-**  All  was,' therefore,  regularly  ordained  for  rich  and 
poor,  priests  and  people ;  the  time  when,  the  manner  how, 
and  the  number  what; 'with  the  additional  circumstainces 
attending  them :  all  was  miniitoly  described.  Should  not 
this  teach  us  the  necessity  of  keeping  to  the  law  and  testt- 

'  mony,  that  we  may  not  introduce  into  the  worship  of  God 
any  thing  offensive  in  his  sight,  and  endeavour  to  keep,  as 
liear  tbe  model  of  the  apostolic  churchas  possible  ?  Should 
we  not  bring  our  doctrines^  forms,  psalmody,  fellowship, 
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and  general  behaviour  towards  the  world,  to  the  principles, 
practices,  and  precepts  of  the  New-Testament  believers ; 
and  guard  against  all  erroneous,  superstitious,  and  new- 
fiuigled  notions  and  opinions  ?  The  sincere  enquirer  after 
truth  will  always  find  his  safetj  in  diligently  searching  the 
lively  oracles  of  the  God  of  truth,  and  comparing  spiritual 
things  with  spiritual,  with  a  single  eye  to  the  glory  of  God. 
Some  ridiculous  religious  farce  is  played  off  in  almost  every 
age,  by  some  one,  filled  with  vain  conceit  of  himself,  or  un- 
der Satanic  delusion,  or  tinged  with  insanity,  or  from  mer- 
cenary motives ;  and  nothing  appears  so  alraurd,  but  there 
are  found  those  who  are  absurd  enough  to  swallow,  defend, 
and  propagate  it.  It  is  therefore  our  wisdom  to  abide  by 
the  revelations  of  our  God,  and  his  word  will  be  a  light  to 
Qur  feet  and' a  lamp  to  our  path. 

S.  They  were  of  divers  kinds. — ^Vegetable,  farinaoeous, 
and  animal,  with  their  subordinate  offerings  of  oil,  wine, 
salt,  and  fnuildncense.  Some  were  offered  to  deprecate  the 
Divine  wrath ;  some  for  legal  purifications ;  others  for  the 
completion  of  vows,  expiation  of  offences,  and  as  expres- 
sions of  gratitude  for  benefits  conferred  upon  the  offerers ; 
some  by  regular  appointment,  and  others  voluntarily ;  and 
the  rest  were  occasional  or  at  stated  times.  By  this  we 
learn  that  variety  is  pleasing  to  Gjpd ;  and  though  he  has 
abolished  these  things  in  the  letter  and  legal  observances, 
he  has  not  done  it  in  the  spirit.  In  our  prayers  and  praises 
for  ourselves  and  others,  in  our  penitence  and  contrition  of 
spirit,  in  oar  alms  and  diffusive  benevolence,  in  our  devo- 
tional exercises  in  the  family,  in  christian  communion,  and 
in  the  great  congregation ;  in  our  approaching  the  Lord^s . 
table,  in  supporting  his  ministers  and  service,  and  in  the 
dedication  of  our  time,  talents,  and  persons  to  him ;  we 
are  still  offering,  in  these  various  ways,  acceptable  sacri- 
fices unto  the  Lord.  Thus  the  scripture  speaks,  ^^  Offer 
unto  God  thanksgivings. — ^Let  them  sacrifice  sacrifices  of 
thanksgiving. — ^To  love  the  Lord  is  more  than  all  sacrifices. 
—The  sacrifices  of  God  are  a  broken  spirit|  a  broken  and  a 
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eoiitrite  heart,  O  God,  thou  wilt  not  despise. — ^Presetit  jour 
bodies  a  living  sacrifice. — Let  us  offer  the  sacrifice  of  praise^ 
the  fruit  of  our  lips,  to  God  continually ^ — ^To  do  good  and 
to  communicate  forget  not,  for  with  such  sacrifices  God  is 
well  pleased/'  All  this,  when  rising  from  an  upright  hearty 
is  more  acceptable  than  all  the  ritual  observances  of  the  law^ 
or  all  the  pomp  of  the  temple  service  in  its  greatest  gloiy. 

3.  They  were  perfect  in  their  kind. — God  would  not  bo 
put  off  with  what  was  blemished,  blind,  broken,  maimed^ 
having  a  wen  or  scurvy,  scabbed,  any  thing  superfluous  or 
lacking  in  its  parts,  bruised,  crushed,  or  cut,  torn,  lame  or 
sick.    All  such  offerings  were  an  abomination  in  his  sights 
and  brought  a  curse  upon  th^  deceiver^  who  sacrificed  such 
corrupt  things.    Even  the  priests  who  offered  the  sacrifice 
were  to  be  without  personal  blemishes  or  defi^ts,  or  they 
were  not  accepted.  Does  not  this  imply  that  the  whole  heart 
should  be  consecrated  to  God  ;  that  he  should  be  served  in 
all  truth  and  sincerity;  that  hypocrisy  in  all  its  appearances 
must  be  avoided ;  that  carnal  and  base  motives  must  have 
no  place  in  our  religious  professions  or  services;  that  every 
part  of  our  duty  to  ourselves,  our  superiors^  equals,  or  de- 
pendants, should  be  discharged  to  the  honour  of  God  ;  that 
the  time  appropriated  for  religious  worship  and  meditation 
ought  to  be  sacredly  observed ;    that  we   never  deceive 
ourselves,  or  presume  to  put  the  Lord  off  with  words  in* 
stead  of  things,  or  make  vows  and  resolutions  to  him  which 
we  never  perform ;  that  we  defer  not  to  serve  him  till  sick- 
ness,  age,  or  death  come  upon  us ;  or -suffer  other  objects  to 
have  the  dominion  over  us,  while  we  seldom  think  of  him, 
or  only  compliment  him  with  a  few  poor,  cold,  heartless  ce- 
remonies ?   Oh,  how  necessary  it  is  in  these  degenerate  days 
to  examine  ourselves,  that  with  pure  intentions  we  may  of- 
fer our  all  to  him  who  searcheth  the  heart,  and  have  the  wit- 
ness that  we  please  him  !    Then  shall  we  have  no  cause  of 
fear^  for  ^^his  eyes  run  to  and  fro  throughout  the  whole 
earth,  that  he  may  shew  himself  strong  in  behalf  of  him 
whose  heart  is  perfect  toward  him." 
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4.  They  were  attended  with  expense. — So  great  an  es^ 
tablishment  could  not  be  supported  without  it.  The  main'* 
tenance  of  the  Priests,  Levites,  Nethanims,  and  their  fiuni* 
lies,  was  chkjljf  from  the  people.  Thejr  must  also  bear  the  ex* 
penses  of  their  frequent  travels^  the  numerous  sacrifices  with 
their  respective  preparations,  the  repairs  of  their  magnificent 
temple  and  its  extensive  buildings ;  which,  for  riches,  beauty, 
and  grandeur,  exceeded  all  that  were  in  the  world.  When 
the  people  were  numbered,  they  paid  so  much  per  head ; 
tvhen  spoil  was  taken  in  war,  a  part  was  given  to  God ;  when 
they  came  to  worship,  it  was  expected  they  should  cast,  ac- 
cording to  their  abilities,  into  the  treasury.  By  this  we  see, 
that  as  our  all  comes  firom  God,  he  expects  our  acknowledge 
ment  by  suitable  returns.  He  is  not  pleased  with  a  service 
which  costs  us  nothing.  He  expects  the  proof  of  our  love, 
not  in  words,  but  deeds.  He  expects  from  such  as  profess  t<^ 
believe  and  receive  the  gospel,  that  they  will  use  their  en- 
deavours to  support  and  ^read  it  for  the  general  benefit  of 
mankind.  Oh,  if  a  thousandth  part  of  the  money  expended 
in  our  cruel  and  bloody  wars  had  been  employed  for  the 
purposes  of  instruction,  in  opening  a  way  for  the  spread  of 
divine  truth,  and  in  the  support  of  its  eealous  ministers, 
who  could  calculate  the  good  which  might  have  been  don« 
among  the  nations  of  the  world  ?  We  must  not,  however, 
despair ;  better  times  may  come,  when  men  shall  not  mur- 
mur at  themselves  or  others  for  what  is  expended  on  a  re- 
ligious account;  but  rejoice  at  the  opportunity  of  returning 
the  Lord  back  his  own* 
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CHAP.  IV. 

THE   SAME  SUBJECT   CONTINUED. 

Description  ef  ChrisCs  character. — Remarks  on  our  feconci' 

Uation  with  God. 

CHRIST'S  CHARACTER. 

It.  wa9  represented  that  the  Messiah  should  be  placed  in 
such  circumstances  as  should  not  attract  the  notice  or  flat- 
tery of  men  in  general.    He  was  to  be  as  '^  a  tender  plant, 
and  as  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground,  he  hath  no  form  or  come- 
liness ;  and  when  we  shall  see  him,  there  is  no  beauty,  that 
we  should  desire  him.  He  is  despised  and  rejected  of  men.'* 
And  David,  in  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  represents  him  as  say- 
ing, ^^  I  am  a  worm,  and  no  man ;  a  reproach  of  men,  and 
despised  of  the  people.''     We  see  this  fulfilled  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  his  birth,  though  of  the  royal  line  of  David, 
it  was  much  reduced ;  or  as  his  virgin  mother  expressed  it, 
in  a  "  low  estate."  When  she  brought  him  forth,  she  wrap- 
ped him  in  swaddling  bands,  and  laid  him  in  a  manger,  be- 
cause there  was  no  room  for  them  in  the  inn."    A  few  poor 
shepherds  were  informe4  of  the  circumstances,  by  an  angel, 
and  believing,  became  his  first  heralds  to  the  world.   After- 
Wards,  the  waqts  of  the  fiimily  were  providentially  supplied 
by  the  eastern  pliilo^opherfi,  who  having  discovered  him, 
^  opened  their  treasures,  and  presented  him  with  gifts,  gold, 
frankincense  and  myrrh."    In  about  five  weeks  after  his 
birth,  at  his  presentatipn  in  the  temple,  his  mother,  had  she 
been  in  opulent  circuipstaaces,  must  have  brought  a  lamb,- 
according  to  the  law,  for  her  purification,  whereas  she  ofier-   - 
ed  only  two  doves,  pr  pigeons ;  which  makes  it  probable 
thai  the  visit  of  the  wise  men  to  Bethlehem  must  have  been 
tubsequent  to  that  eve)it«    His  reputed  fittljier  ia  called  a 
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carpenter,  and  he  followed  the  same  basiness,  which  gave 
offence  to  his  townsmen,  when  they  'saw  that  he  took  upon 
him  to  teach  and  instruct  others  :  and  through  all  his  pub* 
lie  ministry  he  subsisted  on  the  bounty  of  others  ;  making 
himself  poor  for  our  sakes,  that  through  his  poverty  we  might 
be  made  rich.  ^^  The  foxes  (said  he)  have  holes,  and  the 
birds  of  the  air  have  nests  ;  but  the  Son  of  man  hath  not 
where  to  lay  his  head.'*  And  when  once  at  Capernaum  he 
was  called  upon  for  the  temple  tribute-money,  he  had  it  not 
to  pay ;  but,  after  an  observation  on  his  being  the  Son  of 
Ilim  to  whom  the  temple  belonged,  and  being  free  from 
taxation,  according  to  general  usages,  he  sent  Peter  as  a 
proof  of  it,  and  of  his  unwillingness  to  give  offence  ;  and 
bid  him  cast  his  hook  into  the  sea,  and  take  up  the  first  com- 
ing fish,  and  he  should  find  a  piec6  of  money,  (a  stater,  Ss. 
6d.  just  the  sum  wanted)  ^'  that  take,  (said  he)  and  give  it 
to  them  (the  collectors)  for  me  and  thee."  It  was  the  same 
at  his  death ;  he  had  nothing  to  dispose  of  but  his  garments 
and  had  even  to  leave  his  apparently  indigent  mother  to  the 
care  of  his  beloved  disciple.  He  was  indebted  to  the  libe- 
rality of  others  for  his  tomb  and  funeral  rites ;  and  thus, 
from  first  to  last,  it  might  be  said,  that  he  came  <^  not  to  be 
ministered  unto,  but  to  minister,  and  to  give  his  life  a  ran- 
som for  many."  Yet  there  were  those  who  saw  his  worth 
through  all  his  poverty  ;  and  to  then\  he  appeared  **  beauti- 
ful, glorious,  excellent,  and  comely."  Thus,  to  those  who 
did  not  take  him  for  their  sanctuary,  he  appeared  without 
honour,  and  *^  became  a  stone  of  stumbling,  and  a  rock  of 
offence ;  and  he  and  his  became  signs  and  wonders  in  Israel, 
from  the  Lord  of  Hosts." 

It  was  declared  of  him,  that  he  should  discover  great  wis- 
dom in  all  his  ways. — ^^  There  shall  come  forth  a  rod  out  of 
the  stem  of  Jesse — and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  rest  up- 
on him  ;  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  understanding ;  the  spi- 
rit of  counsel  and  might ;  the  spirit  of  knowledge,  and  the 
|ear  of  the  Lord  :  and  shall  make  him  of  quick  understands 
fng  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord ;  and  he  shall  not  judge  after  ik% 
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aight  of  his  eyes,  neither  reprove  after  the  hearing  of  hi« 
ears/'  How  fully  our  Lord  answered  this  description,  tho 
New  Testament  abundantly  testifies.  In  his  childhood,  it 
says,  ^^  he  was  filled  with  wisdom/'  Though  he  had  not 
been  taught  in  the  ordinary  way,  yet  at  twelve  years  of  age 
he  was  found  in  the  temple,  sitting  in  the  midst  of  the  doc- 
tors, both  hearing  them  and  asking  them  questions,  and  all 
who  heard  him  were  astonished  at  his  understanding  and 
unswers.  Wisdom  and  grace  adorned  all  his  discourses  and 
conversation.  His  firiends  were  delighted,  and  his  adversa- 
ries confounded.  Though  he  would  not  gratify  the  curiosity 
of  individuals,  or  of  the  public,  yet  he  readily,  kindly,  and 
satisfactorily  answered  any  question  of  importance  that  was 
put  to  him  on  any  occasion  or  at  any  time.  He  detected 
the  most  subtle  hjrpocrisy,  exposed  the  most  plausible  errors^ 
and  gave  the  true  meaning  to  the  written  word,  in  oppo- 
sition to  all  the  fidse  glosses  and  superstitious  traditions  put 
upon  it  or  added  to  it.  He  saw  into  the  hearts  of  men,  and 
knew  them  perfectly  ;  and  every  sentence  firom  his  lips  was 
just  and  true.  He  spoke  of  God,  and  the  things  of  his  king- 
dom, as  one  quite  familiar  with  the  subjects  of  which  he 
treats.  ^^  In  him  were  hid  (as  says  the  apostle)  all  the  trea^ 
«]ares  of  wisdom  and  knowledge ;"  and  that  remark  was 
perfectly  just,  that  ^^  never  man  spake  like  unto  this  man/* 
The  spirit  of  wisdom  rested  unmeasurably  upon  him,  with- 
out the  smallest  degree  of  vanity ;  and  in  perfect  agreement, 
as  the  prophet  speaks,  with  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

He  was  to  discover  great  meekness  and  humility .-^^^  He 
shall  not  cry,  nor  lift  up,  nor  cause  his  voice  to  be  heard  in 
the  street.  A  bruised  reed  shall  he  not  break,  and  tho 
smoking  flax  shall  he  not  quench;  he  shall  bring  forth  judg- 
ment unto  truth."  And  again,  ^^  Rejoice  greatly,  O  daugh^ 
terofZion.i  behold,  thy  king  cometh  unto  thee  :  heisjust, 
and  having  salvation  ;  lowly,  and  riding  upon  an  ass."  All 
this  appeared  in  every  partof  our  Lord's  conduct,  both  in  pri- 
vate and  public.  Though  Lord  of  all,  he  was  among  his  disci- 
ples 1^  ppe  tl^at  seryetbj  ms^kin^  allowance  for  their  i?eak-> 
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messes ;  mCbrming  their  judgmeDt  and  undentandiog ;  bear« 
ing  vitk  tkeir  infirmities ;  combating  and  removing  their 
prejadices ;  encouraging  and  comforting  them  ;  and  giving 
the  most  unequivocal  proofe  of  the  purest  and  most  exalted 
friendship :  and  to  teach  them  the  more  effectually  the  lea** 
sons  of  huaxility  and  love  when  he  should  be  removed  from 
theoiy  he  condescended  (o  wash  their  feet,  and,  spiritualia* 
ing  the  act,  left  them  a  never-to-be-forgotten  lesson  of  what 
he  was  and  what  they  ought  to  be.  There  wa^  qpthing 
haughty,  clamorous,  or  disdainful  in  his  public  disoonraes, 
debates,  or  manner  towards  any  man.  He  never  sought  the 
honour  or  praise  of  nsen ;  charged  many  not  to  make  him 
known ;  refused  to  be  made  king,  though  the  throne  be« 
longed  to  him ;  interfered  not  with  politics  or  matters  of 
slate ;  submitted  to  fulfil  the  righteousness  of  the  legal  dis« 
pensation ;  when  reviled  by  his  persecutors,  he  threatened 
mot,  avoiding  upon  all  occasions  the  appearance  of  a  vin- 
diciive  spirit ;  sought  not  the  company  of  the  wiee  and 
great ;  reproved  them  when  invited  to  their  tables ;  was 
feund  asiong  immoral  persons,  striving  to  reclaim  tfaem^ 
though  censured  fi>r  it  by  others  ;  endured  contradictioA 
from  the  wicked ;  bore  with  patience  all  the  reproaches  and 
indignities  eflbred  him  by  his  enemies ;  and  suffered  himself 
at  last  to  be  '^  led  as  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter;  and  as  a  sheep 
befiire  her  shearers  is  dumb,  so  he  opened  not  his  month/' 
The  apostle,  exhorting  against  strife  and  vain-glory,  and  to 
promote  their  opposites,  lowliness  of  mind,  and  liberality  of 
Aentiment,  adds,  ^^  Let  this  mind  be  in  you  which  waa  also 
in  Christ  Jesus — ^who  made  himself  of  no  reputation,  and 
took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  servant — and  being  found  in 
fiishion  as  a  man,  he  humbled  himself,  and  became  obedient 
unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross."  And  Jesus  him- 
self, knowing  from  his  own  blessed  state  of  mind,  the  hap- 
piness resulting  from  it,  invites  the  distressed  to  come  and 
leam  of  him,  being  meek,  and  lowly  in  heart,  as  the  true 
way  to  peace  and  happiness.  Thus,  we  see  how  fully  our 
Lord  answered  the  dsscnption  of  character  in  his  amiable 


disposition  and  behaviout ;  and  in  tins  ^  ought  to  itaitate 
him  to  the  utmost  of  our  power. 

lite  was  to  be  an  affectionate  ph?acher  of  righteousness. — 
**  Behold,  the  Lord  God  will  come  with  strong  hand,  and 
his  arm  shall  rule  for  him. — He  shall  feed  his  flock  like  a 
shepherd  ;  he  shall  gather  the  latnbs  tvitfa  his  arm,  and 
cafe-ry  'them  in  his  bosom,  and  shall  gently  lead  those  that 
arc  with  joung."   And  again,  "  The  Spirit  of  tht  Lord  God 
is  upon  me  ;  because  the  Lord  hath  anointed  me  to  preach 
good  tidings,  unto  the  meek,  he  hath  sent  me  to  bind  up  the 
broken-hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the 
opening  of  the  prison  to  them  tliat  arc  bound ;  to  proclaim 
the    acceptable  year    of  the   Lord — ^to   comfort  all  that 
mourn."     It  is- truly  pleasing  to  contemplate,  in  this  part  of 
his  character,  the  love  and  compassion  of  the  Saviour  ;  to 
observe  him  declaring   the  counsels  of  his  Father,  pro- 
mulging  his  own  gospel,  and  pointing  out  the  road  to  eter- 
nal happiness — ^the  Sun  of  Righteousness,  like  the  sun  in 
the  heavens,  diffusing  light,  health,  and  vigour  to  the  souls 
of  men  wherever  he  appeared.     Plain,  close,  experimental, 
and  practical,  men  were  charmed,  or  stung  by  the  force  of 
truth,  as  they  embraced  or  rejected  its  divine  rays.  All  pla- 
ces were  alike  holy  to  him,  and  wherever  congregations 
were  collected,  suitable.    He  pi'eached  from  a  fishing  boat, 
on  a  mountain,  in  a  house,  synagdgue,  or  in  the  temple,  il- 
lustrating his  discourses  with  most  apt  and  proper  figures 
and  similies ;  and  aflem^ards  explained  to  his  disciples,  in  a 
fhller  manner,  the  sublime  mysteries  of  his  kingdom.  Thus, 
he  fbd  his  flock  with  truth  and  wisdom,  guarding  them  with 
his  mighty  hand  from  their  furious  enemies,  blessing  and 
supporting  his  lambs,  and  conducting  himself  towards  all  as 
their  wants  and  Weaknesses  required.  He  turned  none  away 
from  him  that  sought  his  help,  pardoning  their  sins,  pouring 
consolation  into  their  hearts,  delivering  them  from  the  bon- 
dage of  corruption,  death,  and  hell ;  and  giving  them  the 
sure  and  steadfast  hope  of  life  and  immortality  ;  and  mak- 
ing good  to  them,  in  due  time,  all  that  he  had  declared  and 
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promised  to  persevering  love  and  obedience.  The  benefit 
of  his  ministrj  has  been  felt  in  succeeding  ages  down  to  the 
present,  and  unnumbered  multitudes  have  hereby  been 
taught  that  knowledge  of  God  which  brings  with  it  eternal 
life.  1  consider  the  Epistles  onlj  as  amplifications  of  the 
same  truths,  or,  at  least,  as  proceeding  fix>m  the  same  sourse, 
and  tending  to  the  same  blessed  end.  Thus,  through  his 
grace,  the  darkness  is  passed  awaj,  and  the  true  light  now 
shineth.     May  we  walk  therein  ! 

Another  description  of  the  Messiah's  character  is,  thai  he 
should  suffer  ignominy,  pain,  and  death. — ^Thus,  Isaiah,  ^^He 
is  despised  and  rejected  of  men ;  a  man  of  sorrows  and  ac- 
quainted with  grief. — ^He  was  wounded  for  our  transgres- 
sions ;  he  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities— «He  was  oppressed^ 
afflicted,  cut  off  from  the  land  of  the  living,  and  poured 
forth  his  soul  unto  death."    The  psalmist  speaks  of  him  as 
though,  forsaken  of  God;  reproached  and  despised  of  men^ 
*  who  should  laugh  him  to  scorn,  shoot  out  the  lip,  and  shake 
the  head,  and  upbraid  him  for  his  trust  and  confidence  in 
God — that  his  hands  and  feet  should  be  pierced,  his  gar- 
ments be  lotted  for  and  divided:  and  his  sufferings  and 
death  are  also  spoken  of  in  other  places.    When  we  look 
into  the  life  of  our  blessed  Redeemer,  we  observe,  that  from 
the  commencement  of  his  ministry  especially,  to  his  death, 
pain  and  reproach  attended  him.      His  own  countrymen 
thought  lightly  of  him  ;    his  mother's  relations  for  some 
time  disbelieved  him ;  his  townsmen  were  for  murdering 
him  ;  the  priests  despised  him ;  and  others  laughed  him  to 
scorn :  he  toiled,  hungered,  thirsted,  and  was  weary ;  tempt- 
ed of  the  devil  and  tried  by  man ;  and,  while  some  acknow- 
ledged his  greatness  and  goodness,  others  considered  him  as 
a  deceiver  and  in  league  with  hell.    But,  oh,  M'hat  a  cup 
was  mixed  for  him,  and  with  what  a  baptism  was  he  bap- 
tized !  When  he  entered  the  garden  of  Gethsemene,  he  be- 
gan to  be  sorrowful,  amazed,  and  very  heavy,  and  said^ 
^'  My  soul  is  exceeding  sorrowful,  even  unto  death."    And 
then,  yet  with  perfect  resignation^  said,  ^^  O;  my  Father^  if 
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It  b6  pddstble,  tet  this  cup  pass  fr6ni  nie. — ^And  beinf^  in  aft 
i^;ony,  K^  prUjed  mor6  estrnestly,  and  his  8\teat  was  as  ft 
#^^e  g;reat  dfops  of  blood  falling  down  to  the  ground ;" 
while  his  prsfy^rs  ahd  supplications  we^e  accompanied  witJk 
itrong  crying  arid  tears,  unto  &ini  that  was  able  to  save  hidk 
from  dteth^  and  was  beard  in  that  Ke  feared,  probably,  ih 
the  strengifc  afforded  Kim  by  ihe  angel.    After  this  he  wai 
ritdely  ^pteVe'hd^Ay  b6tind,  and  led  away  to  his  iniquitous 
cehdme^cile^s  judges ;  there  did  they  ^pit  in  his  fkce,  snifite, 
Imffi^,  mock,  blindfold,  atnd  bladplietn^  the  Holy  One  of 
G6dk    From  this  h3rpocfiti6al  tribunal  he  was  led  to  that 
of  a  heathen^  where,  though  pronounced  innocent,  he  wai 
tohdemned  and  scourged ;  knd,  after  having  been  the  sport 
of  Herod  and  his  men  of  war,  and  arrayed  in  the  robes  and 
Ensigns  of  mock  royalty,  ht  wad  led  aWay  to  be  cif'ucified 
with  two  raale&ctors,  and  there  nailed  to  the  accursed  tree^ 
(ill  our  sins  were  ]f>erfectly  expiated.    Amidst  the  convul- 
iions  of  nature  and  the  confusion  of  elements,  he  dismissed 
bis  spirit,  entered  th6  solemn  abodes  of  the  dead,  rose  oti 
the  third  day ;  and,  after  instructing  his  disciples,  and  by 
.  many  inftdlible  proofs  giving  th6m  assurance  of  his  gloribu^ 
resurrection,  he  ascended,  in  their  vie^^,  to  his  heavenly 
throne,  where  he  shall  reign  in  righteousness,  till  every  fy0 
he  vanquished,  and  his  authority  be  universally  acknow- 
ledged* 

Lastly,  That  he  should  be  extolled  and  greatly  honour- 
ed.— ^How  paradoxical  soever  this  may  seem,  it  was  accom- 
plished in  him.  <'  Behold,  (gaid  the  prophet,)  he  shall  h& 
exalted  and  extolled,  and'  be  very  high. — Unto  us  a  child 
i»  bom — and  the  government  shall  be  upon  his  shoulders  ; 
]|nd'  his  name  shall  be  called  Wdnderful,  Counsellor,  the 
Afighty  God,  the  Everlasting  Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace. 
—Of  the  increase  of  his  government  there  shall  be  no  end. — • 
Behold,  your  God,  he  will  come  and  save  you.  Then  the' 
^es  of  the  blind  shall  be  opened,  and  the  ears  of  the  deaf 
rfiair  be  unstopped  ;  theii  shall  the  lame  man  leap  as  a  bart^* 
«nd  tha  tongue  of  tibe  dumb  shall  sing."   These  scriptures, 
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though  not  ^vholly  applicable  to  miraculoilB  powers,  hare 
chiefly  an  eye  to  them.  It  was  in  the  exercise  of  these  that 
the  Saviour  discovered  who  he  wad,  and  by  which  he  con- 
firmed the  truths  he  laboured  to  inculcate*  To  these  he  fre- 
quently  appealed  for  the  truth  of  Jbis  mission,  character,  and 
pretensions;  and  they  were  of  such  notoriety,  and  so  nume- 
rous, tliat  they  were  not  to  be  denied  ;  and  all  that  his  ene- 
mies could  do,  was  blasphemously  to  ascribe  them  to  diabo- 
lical agency.  These  works  were  far  above  all  mere  human 
power.  What  man  could  with  a  word  turn  water  into  ex- 
cellent wine,  stop  the  winds,  or  calm  the  raging  seas  ;  mul- 
tiply a  few  cakes  and  small  fishes  to  a  quantity  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  third  day's  craving  appetites  of  thousands  ;  heal 
all  manner  of  disease,  bodily  or  mental ;  bring  back  to  life 
the  dying  and  the  dead ;  stop  the  progress  of  vegetation,  or 
with  a  touch  cure  the  leprosy;  remove  blindness,  and  cause 
the  dumb  to  speak  ?  Who  like  him  can  walk  on  the  surface 
of  the  deep,  restore  the  public  worship  when  corrupted  by 
mercenaries  and  sanctioned  by  hypocritical  priests,  display 
such  glory  as  he  manifested  on  the  holy  mount,  and  cast  panic 
struck  to  the  ground  the  ferocious  bands  sometimes  attend- 
ant on  the  officers  of  justice?  Who  like  him  could  awe^ 
cpnfound,  silence,  and  expel  devils  from  men  possessed  hy 
litem  ;  escape,  unperceived,'from  a  lawless  multitude  bent 
on  his  destruction,  and  surrounded  with  numbers  of  proud, 
and  captious  persons ;  awe  them  by  his  looks  and  his  wis- 
dom into  silence,  till  they  are  not  able  to  ask  him  a  single 
question  ?  Who  can  by  his  own  power  burst  the  bands  of 
death,  and  rise  triumphant  from  the  tomb ;  establish  all  his 
purposes  and  do  all  his  pleasure,  and  then  demand  and  ob- 
tain an  entrance  into  the  celestial  regions  ?  It  is  easy  to 
answer  these  questions.  •  These  things  belong  to  Christ 
alone.  These  shew  his  true  character ;  and  the  spirit  in 
which  they  were  performed  gives  them  an  additional  lustre. 
We  need  not  be  surprised  at  the  joyful  acclamations  of  the 
astonished  beholders,  and  especially  of  those  humble  be- . 
li«vcrs  who  looked  for  redemption  in  Israel.    Thup,  those 
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scriptures  i^ere  fulfilled  which  spake  of  his  extended  fame 
and  wondrous  works  :  nor  has  the  glory  of  his  works  and 
lame  ceased  to  the  present  day,  nor  ever  will.  Thousands 
of  thousands  have  exulted  in  his  salvation ,  and  praises  stiU 
wait  for  him^  the  Saviour  God,  in  Zion.  To  thee,  blessed 
Redeemer,  be  honour  and  glory  for  ever ! 

ft 

4 

OUR  RECONCILIATION  WITH  GOD. 

f 

\ 

Hating  made  these  observations  on  the  fulfilment  of  the 
scriptures  in  the  person  and  character  of  Christ,  I  shall  now 
make  a  few  remarks  on  the  Divine  proceedings,  in  reconcil- 
ing the  world  to  himself,  by  the  sufferings  and  death  of  his 
i^ell-beloved  Son.  This  important  subject,  which  has  been 
such  a  stumbling  block  to  conceited  moralists,  and  learned 
heathens ;  but  a  most  sure  and  certain  ground  of  hope  to 
those  who  feel  "  they  have  nothing  to  pay,"  cannot,  it  is 
true,  be  fully  explained  by  man ;  yet  we  are  no  more  for- 
bidden to  enquire  into  it  than  the  angels  themselves,  who 
make  it,  and  what  is  connected  with  it,  their  solemn  theme 
and  meditation.  We  may  then  suppose  that  it  was  intend* 
ed  to  set  forth  in  the  fullest  manner, 

1.  The  detestable  and  odious  nature  of  sin. — Such  is  the 
perfect  holiness  of  the  great  God,  and  such  the  spiritual 
and  perfect  nature  of  his  government  and  laws,  that  what- 
ever stands  opposed  to  them  is  not  only  imperfect  in  itself, 
but  the  sole  effect  of  the  creature's  degeneracy,  and  a  high 
affront  offered  to  the  all- wise  and  glorious  Creator,  as  be- 
ing the  very  reverse  of  all  wisdom,  truth,  goodness,  and  per- 
fection. It  is  therefore  represented,  and  those  who  commit 
it,  under  soch  figures  as  these :  To  the  cruel  venom,  gall, 
aliid  poison  of  asps  and  vipers — to  ravenous,  sick,  and  fil- 
thy dogs  returning  to  their  vomit,  and  to  their  loathsome, 
stinking  carcases,  when  dead — the  best  deeds  of  the  corrupt  ^ 
and  wicked  as  filthy  rags — ^to  subtle^  greedy,  and  destruc- 
tive foxes — to  the  diseases  of  the  human  body — tp  wounds, 
bvuises,  putrifying  and  running  sores— to  poisonous  hem* 
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look ;  and,  }u  ^l^ort^  (he  vbp}e  pu^i  if  con|»idpred  ^s  fiUfayt 
^bominablei  and  undean :  wl^ich  sufficient}/  fibews  tbat,  aa 
the  prophet  obseirves,  God  oumpt  look  ijpoq  ii|iqi|i|y  ;  Ih^t 
is,  it  cannot  but  ipeet  with  his  disapprohatiop.  And  pan  we 
have  a  fuller  proof  of  this  thap  to  see  him  pimishing  it  t^ 
such  a  degree  in  his  only  Spn  ?  He  ha^  bef  n  made  tp  smart 
for  his  suretyship  on  our  behalf;  and  hence  all  the  lovers  of 
sin  may  be  fully  assured^  if  they  reject  the  o^rs  pf  mercy, 
and  remain  impenitent,  that,  as  he  spared  not  his  oirn  Son, 
but  delivered  him  up  to  dea^lf,  be  will  not  qpare  tl^era. 
^hey  may  ipake  clean  the  outsidp,  may  think  highly  of  theip- 
selves  and  their  performances,  and  may  be  esteeiped  in  the 
eyes  of  others ;  yet,  is  their  iniquity  so  hateful  io  the  sight 
of  God,  that  it  will  be  sure  to  find  them  out.  There  is  no^ 
thing  so  vile  and  disgusting  to  our  eyes  as  earthly,  sensual, 
^d  devilish  dispositions  are  to  him.  Most  dreadful,  there^ 
fore,  is  the  state  of  the  wicked  before  him.  Oh,  the  need  of 
ilying  to  the  fountain  opened  for  sin  and  uncleanness,  that 
we  may  be  delivered  from  the  displeasure  of  the  Almighty  ! 
Oh,  for  faith  in  the  crucified  Saviour,  that  we  may  ^  deli- 
vered from  the  wrath  to  come  I 

»  

2.  To  harmonize  the  Divine  perfections  in  ourjbrgiveness. — 
It  is  evident  from  abundance  of  promises  smd  inviiatipos, 
that  God  is  reconciled,  and  an  open  way  made  for  pur  retura 
to  him.  And  how  is  thb  ?  It  is  because  our  Jfesus  has  ren- 
dered, by  his  death,  more  than  an  equivolent  for  all  our  de^ 
fccts.  1  am  perfectly  persuaded  that  his  services  have  heea 
more  acceptable  to  the' Father  than  the  eternal  services  of 
aH  created  beings  together,  exclusive  of  his  grace  ai\d  n^er- 
cy :  for  it  plectsed  the  Father  that  in  him  should  Ml  fUlaesa 
dwell.  Hence  it  was  ^^  that  m^rcy  and  truth,  r^ht^ous* 
ness  and  peace  kissed  e^ch  other  "  at  his  crosjs.  ^ow  mercy 
can  be  exerted  in  pardoning  t^e  penitent,  however  guilty, 
without  injuring  the  rights  of  justice;  and  justice  itself  be-^ 
comes  guarantee  for  the  performance  of  the  promises.  The 
truth  of  God  is  not  violated,  though  the  sinner  lives  that  be-i 
lleves  in  his  surety]  fyx  th8.t  surety  has  been  i^cc$p.te4  om  ^Q 
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sinner's  account.  Hie  greatnfiss  is  not  diminisbed  hy  ofir 
exaltation,  because  it  is  Jesus  requests  it :  and  his  power 
meets  with  no  impediment  in  taking  our  part,  for  the  Sa« 
viour  has  obtained  its  assistance.  His  wisdom,  displayed  im 
the  formation  of  the  creature,  is  more  eminently  manifested 
in  its  recovery.  His  goodness  has  now  foil  scope  for  the  ex* 
ercises  of  grace  and  beneficence.  Love  now  can  mitigate 
I|is  anger  and  turn  it  aside,  while  itself,  full  of  condescen- 
sion and  long-suffering,  can  rejoice  over  each  returning  pro- 
digal, and  crown  him  with  eternal  felicity.  Thus  this  blood 
speaketh  better  things  than  the  blood  of  Abel ;  and  he  who 
delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  will  freely  give  us  all  things ; 
while  our  grateful  and  astonished  souls  ^^  shall  abundantly 
utter  the  memory  of  his  great  goodness,  and  sing  of  hia 
righteousness."  Well  might  the  apostle,  seeing  what  was 
done  to  stop  the  mouth  of  every  accuser,  triumphantly  ex- 
claim, <^  Who  shall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God^a 
dect  J  It  is  God  that  justifieth.  Who  is  he  that  condemn** 
eth?  It  is  Christ  that  died,  yea,  rather  is  risen  again. 
yfho  shall  separate  from  the  love  of  Christ  ?— -^From  the 
love  of  Gk)d  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.'*  Another 
reason  for  this  procedure  may  be 

3.  To  encourage  hope  in  usy  wiihout  presumpiion.^^Ttie  de^ 
sire  of  obtaining  good,  or  of  retaining  and  increasing  what 
we  already  possess,  gives  some  room  for  the  continual  ex- 
ercises of  hope,  though  often  on  a  dangerous  or  deoeitfol 
ground ;  and  we  are  apt  to  presume  on  veiy  slight  appear-* 
ances.  This  is  the  case  especially  in  what  relates  to  our 
souls.  Without  forsaking  their  sins,  or  havinglei  lively  foith 
in  Christ,  how  common  it  is  for  men  to  amuse  themselves 
with  vain  hopes  in  the  Divine  mercy,  and  most  unsoripturally 
to  presume  on  admission  at  last  into  his  everlasting  king- 
dom !  This  arises  from  ignorance  of  their  sinfolness,  or  of 
the  gospel  way  of*  salvation ;  and  it  is  the  more  dangerqus^ 
because  it  is  supposed  to  arise  from  views  of  the  Divine 
goodness  or  their  own.  If  the  former,  this  only  displays  it- 
•eK  to  thig  soul  through  a  sttffei:ing  Redeemer  on  its  sincere 
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repentance  ;*  and  this  is  wanting,  it  is  to  he  feared,  in  the 
greater  part  of  those  who.  express  such  hopes  :  and  the  lat- 
ter is  worse,  because  it  is  an  attempt  to  laj  a  lalse  foimda*' 
tton,  and  consequently  to  reject,  yirtually  at  least,  the  true* 
Both  should  be  avoided  as  dangerous.    On  the  contrary,  it 
is  not  uncommon,  when  the  veil  is  removed  from  the  heart 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  ministration  of  condemnation  is 
suffered  to  operate  powerfully  in  the  mind  and  conscience, 
for  these  persons  to  entertain  such  views  of  tlie  holiness  and 
justice  of  Giod,  and  of  their  own  vileness,  as  scarcely  to  in- 
dulge any  hope  at  all,  at  least  for  a  season,  till  they  become ' 
better  acquainted  with  the  wise  and  merciful  designs  of' 
God.    To  produce  in  these,  and  in  all  who  seek  redenip- ' 
Horn  through  his  blood,  a  well-grounded  hope  of  everlasting 
life^  may  well  be  supposed  as  another  reason  why  the  Lord  ' 
Jesus  should  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  sinful  men,  and  - 
be  put  to  death.    For  who  can  despair  of  mercy  that  right-  • 
ly  considers  the  boundless  love  which  bestowed  the  gift,  or  - 
the  pi^ciousness  of  the  gift  itself?     It  is  on  this  account  • 
that  we  are  said  to  be  ^^  begotten  again  to  a  lively  hope  by 
the  reaurrection  of  Christ  from  the  dead'' — a  hope,  which  so 
far  from  leading  the  soul  into  carelessness  and  caraal  secu- 
rity, has  a  direct  tendency  to  promote  the  purification  of  our 
nature  to  the  highest  possible  degree,  'f  even  as  Christ  him-  ' 
self  is  pure/'     But  who  that  believes  that  it  was  by  the  * 
blood-shedding  of  the  immaculate  I^amb  of  God  alone  that  ^ 
the  people  could  be  sanctified,  or  consider  that  his  design 
was  to  ^'  purify  to  himself  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  • 
works,''  that  can  presumptuously  sin  against  God,  under  the  * 
hope  that  all  will  be  well  at  last,  tliough  he  follow  the  ima- 
ginations of  his  own  heart  ?    Surely  the  dying  agonies  of 
his  insulted  Lord  would  dispute  his  right  to  that  rest  which 
remaineth  for  those  who  humbly  trust  in,  and  cheorftilly 
obey  him.    Thus  we  see,  while  the  death  of  Christ  aflbrds ' 
to  men  a  just  and  proper  foundation  for  their  hope,  it  gives, 
no  encouragement  to  the  careless  and  presumptuous. 
jt.  Jt  xcai  a  mqst  effectual  waj/  to  destroy  our  enmiijf  agmnst  - 
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Cod. — ^The  friendships  of  men  in  this  world,  are  often  sucf 
ceeded  by  deep-rooted  enmity ;  which  enmity  is  strengthen- 
ed and  confirmed  by  continued  and  oft-repeated  provoca* 
tions,  when  perhaps  an  act  of  kindness  on  either  side  might 
have  remoTed  the  evil,  and  brought  things  back  to  their 
former  state.    Man  was  doubtless  once  in  friendship  with 
God.    Sin  dissolved  the  sacred  band,  and  man  by  wicked 
works  commenced  the  enemy  of  God.     It  might  have  been 
expected  that  man  would  have  made  the  first  overtures  .foe 
a  reconciliation ;  but  he  did  not.    It  was  the  offended  Ma- 
jesty of  heaven  that  did  this.   When  he  possessed  the  means 
of  taking  ample  vengeance  on  the  bold  offenders,  he  it  wa« 
that  promised  them  a  deliverer,  and  in  due  time  accom- 
plished his  word,  by  sending  his  Son  to  lay  down  his  lifi» 
for  them.  What  an  instance  of  love  was  here!  Could  he  have 
done  more  ?     Kindness  has  its  degrees,  it  exercises  pity, 
feels  sympathy,  administers  consolation,  bestows  fevours, 
gives  advice,  carries  burdens,  suffers  losses,  bears  reproach, 
loses  liberty,  encounters  want,  submits  to  die.   There  it  ar- 
rives at  its  highest  point :  it  cannot  do  more  than  die.    Je- 
sus has  done  all  this;  and  if  his  love  conquer  not,  and  brio^ 
not  back  our  hearts  and  affections  to  him,  nothing  will,  and 
we  shall  retain  our  enmity  for  ever.   Exceedingly  great  has 
been  the  number  of  those  who  have  felt  themselves  con«« 
strained  to  say,  ^^  We  love  him  because  he  £rst  loved  us."  Let 
us  follow  him  in  his  process  of  incarnate  love,  and  what  has 
subdued  others  may  also  prevail  with  us  to  return  him,  how- 
ever imperfectly,  love  for  love.    For  us  he  left  the  bosom 
of  his  Father,  and  visited  our  world,  and  failed  not  to  ac- 
complish the  design  on  which  he  came.    He  long  led  a  life 
of  privacy,  to  shew  us  that  in  general  it  is  best  for  us ;  and 
entered  on  his  public  ministry  at  the  most  suitable  time,  und 
pursued  it  with  unabating  ardour,  till  he  encountered  death 
in  its  most  terrific  form ;  sunk  into  the  grave,  and  from  thence 
ascended;  lifted  up  the  everlasting  doors;  took  sole  posses- 
sion of  the  heavenly  inheritance ;  and  continues  to  do  all  that 
c$jx  consistently  be  done  to  win  our  love,  and  make  us  eter*. 
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mdly  hit  oim.  Oh,  what  swfiet  surprise  seizes  the  mind  df 
the  pardoned  sinner  on  his  first  vielrs  df  the  love  of  his  dy'** 
ingSanovr!  Whatloye^irhat^fratitude,  what  censuring  ofifs 
own  follies  and  transgressions ;  what  ftfelings  of  pitj,  and 
dodipassion  to  all  mankind  ;  what  joj  rA  the  Holy  Ghost, 
Atid  what  prospects  of  fiittire  gloiy  !  Happy  they  Who  hav^ 
thus  tasted  the  Lord  is  gracious,  and  whose  enmities  are 
liuc<5eeded  by  an  eternal  ffeUowship  with  the  Father  and  hi* 
Son  Jesus  Christ  1 

fi.  li  fjffafds  the  Wrongest  motives  to  petseverance. — A# 
ebristians  in  this  present  state  are  called  to  walk  by  iaith^ 
tiid  Hot  by  sight ;  as  we  are  generally  more  affected  by  vist<^ 
ble  and  sensible  objects  than  by  those  which  are  unseen ;  ai 
we  must  meet  with  a  rariety  of  troubles,  difficulties,  temp** 
latidifs  and  cMifliets ;  as  iniquity  abounds,  as  we  are  naturally 
tMStabte,  and  sin  deceitful,  there  is  great  danger  of  our  love 
becoming  cool,  our  souls  discouraged,  our  feet  sliding,  and 
our  hearts  departing  from  the  living  God.  There  are  in- 
deed many  considerations  why  such  as  have  entered  the  race 
Ibr  eternal  life  should  never  look  back.  The  vanity  of  (h^ 
World,  the  exeelleney  of  piety,  the  uiitoertainty  of  life,  fheP 
Inpse  of  time,  and  the  speedy  approaches  of  death ;  the  so*^ 
Ismitity  of  the  Aiture  judgment,  and  the  soul's  appearance 
iit  the'  immediate  presence  of  God.  All  these  things  should 
Aave  their  dne  weight  with  us  ;  but  when  We  recollect  that 
it  is  through  th^  Loi'd  Jesus  that  if  e  are  redeeiAed  from  evil, 
and  prepared  for  the  recepticm  o^^od,  and  as  he  sees  the^ 
iWVaii  of  his  soul,  and  i^  satisfied  on  our  sincere  retiirh  t<y 
hJM,  every  thing  on  his' part  bids  us  go  on.  His  love,  hi# 
fears^  his  Sorrows  bid  us  go  forward ;  his  ctrcumctsion>  bap- 
tism, fosti^fig,  and  temptations,  cry  aloud  to  us  riot  fo  tarry  in 
tfll  the  plain;  his  agony  and  bloody  sweat ;  his  patiertce  on^' 
4et  the  bitterest  reproaches ;  his  smarting^  ilkndii^r  the  cruel' 
lisourge,  his  struggles  in  death  bid  us  fly  to  the  Mountain  of 
God;  ia  which  he  is  joined  by  the  shaking  earth,  the  dai^en** 
#tl  sun,  the  mourning  heavens,  the  bursting  graves*,  atid' 
rettding  vmI-;'  whicli^tott  us^the  new'  and  living  Wflyfa&tfs^ 
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Ten  is  c^ned  by  his  streaming  blood,  and  the  affecting  sound 
of  Eloi,  Elqi,  lama  sabachthani,  teaches  us  how  heis  for- 
saken, that  we  may  be  found  of  him  in  peace,  without  spot 
and  blameless ;  all  warn  us  to  seek  this  state  of  grace,  Jhat 
we  may  rest  with  him.  When  the  world  frowns,  Satan  tempts^ 
and  sin  solicits,  we  should  hear  first  what  he  has  to  say.  Does 
he  not  say,  ^  Will  ye  also  go  ?  Remember  the  day  in  which 
the  Lord  afflicted  me  with  his  fierce  anger.  All  my  suffer- 
ings were  for  you.  It  was  for  you  that  I  was  stricken,  smit« 
ten,  and  afflicted.  Let  my  love  draw  forth  your's,  and  cru- 
cify me  not  again ;  and  put  me  no  more  to  an  open  shame^ 
by  leaving  the  paths  of  uprightness,  to  .walk  in  those  of, 
sin,  and  rob  me  of  my  dear-bought  purchase.  The  pleasures 
of  sin  are  but  for  a  season— ^e  punishment  which  follows  is 
eternal.  I  give  true  peace  and  joy.  The  privileges  of  my 
kingdom  are  glorious  \  and  I  cause  them  that  love  me  to  in- 
herit substance.  Be  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  I  will 
give  thee  the  crown  of  life.'  It  is  this  which  causes  the  be- 
liever to  cry  out,  ^'  How  can  I  do  this  great  wickedness,' and 
sin  against  Grod  ? "  How  can  I  slight  such  love  ?  How  can 
I  be  guilty  of  such  base  ingratitude  as  to  think  of  deserting 
thee  ?  O  God  pf  peace,  by  the  blood  of  the  everlasting  co- 
venant, keep  me  from  the  error  of  the  wicked,  and  suffer  mo 
not  to  Ml  from  my  own  steadfastness ;  but  help  me  to  mako 
my  calling  and  election  sure,  by  enduring  to  the  end  I 

6.  It  affords  the  most  extemhe  assistance^  and  the  easiest 
means  of  sahaiian. — The  state  of  mankind,  whether  wo 
q>eak  of  weakness,  vileness,  miseiy,  or  liability  to  .punish- 
ment, has,  through  the  (&ath  of  Christ,  the  most  eflfectual  re- 
lief afforded  it ;  since  it  engages  all  heaven  in  its  cause.  God 
considers  our  epeimies  as  his,  and  opposes  those  that  oppose 
such  as  look  to  Jesus  to  be  saved.  All  the  promises  of  God^ 
and  all  his  fulness  are  their's.  Strength,  purity,  happiness^ 
with  freedom  firom  guilt  and  punishment  are  their's ;  and  to 
them  belong  both  grace  and  glory ;  and  all  on  the  easiest 
tenns.  By  fftace  we  are  saved,  through  &ith.  We  cannot 
look  to  him  at  an  unseasonable  hour,  nor  can  we  look  io 
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Vain.  The  virtue  of  his'sacriiipe  maainB  fiir  ever.  What* 
ever  be  requires^  he  gives  strength  for  its  performance. 
Whatever  yoke  he  imposes,  he  assists  the  bearer  to  cany  it. 
Am  I  guilty  ?  He  does  not  command  me  to  take  long  pilgri** 
QUges,  and  perform  mighty  and  expensive  works  to  ezpiato 
my  ikult ;  he  does  not  require  such  and  such  degrees  of 
kaming,  or  the  undergoing  of  severe  penances  to  make  me 
free.  He  commands  me  to  forsake  my  syi,  to  humble  my«* 
flelf  nnder  his  mighty  hand,  and  believe  in  him,  and  I  shall 
be  saved.  I  obey  his  voiee  ;  I  plead  his  precious  blood;  and 
the  eternal  Spirit  takes  of  the  tilings  belonging  to  him,  and 
Ihews  them  to  me.  That  which  has  pacified  my  God,  pacifies 
my  conscience  ;  that  which  has  eternally  fixed  the  love  of 
his  Father,  fixes  mine  ;  that  which  draws  forth  his  approba** 
tion,  compels'  my  praises ;  and  because  he  lives  I  livis  also. 
What  better  wa^  could  have  been  devised ;  what  easier  terms 
appointed  ?  ^^  What  shall  I  do  to  be  saved  2"  ''  Believe  on 
the  Lord  Jesua  Clurist  (is  the  answer)  and  thou  sbalt  be  sav- 
ed." ''WhatmustwedotoworktkeworksofGod?''  '<This 
is  the  work  of  God,  that  ye  believe  on  him  whom  he  hath 
sent."  How  shall  I  overcome  the  world?  By  believing  that 
Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God.  Who  become  the  sons  of  God  t 
Them  that  believe  in  his  name.  How  are  we  to  obtain  a  lot 
among  the  sanctified  ?  By  fiuth  that  is  in  him..  Thus  the 
blessings  arising  from  his  love,  in  laying  down  his  life  for 
us,  are  placed"  within  the  reach,  not  only  of  the  rich,  wise, 
honourable,  active,  and  enterprising  among  men ;  but  the 
poorest,  most  illiterate,  and  afflicted  persons  have  the  same 
opportunity  of  looking  to  him;  and,  upon  the  whole,  are  (da«- 
^ced  in  eireumstanoes  more  fitvourable  for  religum  than  those 
who  have  more  to  do  with  the  woiid,  and  have  more  of  its 
goods. 

7.  We  have  also  by  this  mean  a  greater  di^iday  of  the  Dt«- 
ehe  goodness. — The  more  unworthy  we  are  of  such  a  fiLVOur, 
so  much,  the  more  do  we  behold  this  unmerited  goodness  dis- 
played in  the  unspeakable  gift.  Unless  it  had  been  reveal** 
ed  to  us  from  heaven,  what  reascn^  could  frdlemnan  have  to 
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fliHik  for  ci'  tturni^nt  that  his  sins  could  be  expiated  by  tUe 
death  of  another  ;  or  that  the  victim  must  be  the  Son  of  the 
Highest,  and  that  his  death  should  be  effected  by  the  crea- 
tures he  came  to  save  ?  There  is  nothing  in  the  whole  ran|fe 
of  human  comprehension  that  leads  to  anj  thing  of  the  kind. 
'  I  think  no  man  of  sober  reflexion  will  oppose  to  this  tlie 
sacrifices  of  the  heathen,  unless  he  can  prove  that  the  pre-  , 
Sent  race  of  men  did  not  sjpring  from  Noah  and  his  familj, 
bj  whom  sacrifices  were  offered  and  approved  of  God.  I  con- 
clude, that,  though  sacrifices  were  multiplied  to  a  surprising 
extent,  and  greatly  diversified,  both  in  Aeir  nature  snd  ob- 
jects, '  amongst  the  Grentile  nations,  yet  they  were  solely 
adopted  firom  traditionary  evidence,  wherever  attempts  wore 
made  to  appease  their  deities  by  the  shedding  of  blood,  and 
perhaps  in  all  their  other  sacrifices.  Since,  then,  Jesus  has 
thus  been  set  forth  as  a  propitiatory  sacrifice,  who  can 
doubt  the  good-will  of  God  towards  man  ?  ^^  Tlie  earth  is 
full  of  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  ;'*  every  revolving  year  is 
crowned  therewith.  Life,  with  whatever  is  lawftil,  pleasant, 
commendable,  valuable  and  usefiil — whatever  traces  of  jnt- 
tice,  honesty  or  virtue,  appear  among  nien--^whatever  pecu- 
liar advantages  belong  to  our  respective  situations*^<n'  what- 
ever mercies,  privileges,  comforts,  or  favours  we  enjoy,  we 
ought  to  consider  as  so  many  streams  firom  the  ocean  of 
goodness.  These  are,  however,  only  for  a  time ;  but  the  sa- 
crifice of  Christ  is  not  merely  temporary  in  its  effects  and  be- 
benefit<i,  eternity  itself  will  never  exhaust  them.  His  love, 
in  giving  himself  for  us,  is  a  theme  forever  new.  Everla«ting 
songs  and  anthems  ascend  for  it  before  the  throne  of  God. 
Oh  may  this  most  precious  instance  of  our  heavenly  Father's 
care,  in  bestowing  siich  a  gift,  cause  us  to  imitate  their  ex- 
amjde  who  sing  his  praise  on  high  !  May  we  learn  to  sing  it 
in  the  best  possible  mannef*  here,  till  we  shall  celebrate  it 
in  ifoMer  strains  in  the  realms  above ! 
8.  In  all  probability  t^n^iWreiiifer  lAcrtfdis^meiifiiiorelAaftj:- 

ful  for  ercr.— The  beneflls  we  receive  fi»m  God  are  great 
and  numerous  \  and  as  those  of  a  spiritual  nature  are  MgMj 
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beneficial  to  us  in  preparing  us  for  a  fiiture  state,  thej  should 
be  proportionablj  esteemed,  and  our  thanksgivings  be  pre- 
sented to  him  accordingly.    He  considers  himsdf  honoured 
bj  us  when  we  offer  him  thanks  and  praise ;  and  ifowr  hearts 
are  right  in  his  sight,  nothing  appears  inore  reasonable  than 
to  be  found  in  such  exercises,  and  nothing  proves  more  plea- 
sant.   But  of  all  the  subjects  which  demand  our  thankful- 
.ness,  there  is  not  one  so  deserving  of  our  notice  as  that  of  re- 
deeming love ;  neither  can  the  pure  flame  of  gratefid  devo- 
tion in  the  heart  bum  with  sufficient  glow  without  it.    This 
-appears  to  be  the  grand  subject  among  the  inhabitants  of 
heaven,  in  nearly  all  their  anthems  and  sacred  songs :  ^'  Thou 
wast  slain,  and  hast  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood. — 
Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive  power,  riches, 
wisdom,  strength,  jionour,  and  blessing. — ^Blessing,  honour, 
glory,  and  power,  be  unto  him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne ; 
and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever. — ^Let  us  be  glad  and 
rgoice,  and  give  him  honour."    Nor  does  it  seem  possible, 
r  with  the  glorified  Redeemer  for  ever  in  view,  that  it  should 
be  otherwise  ;  especially  as  all  things  are  delivered  into  his 
hands,  and  he  is  become  the  great  medium  of  communication 
between  the  Deity  and  the  creatures  of  his  grace.   Redemp- 
tion discovers  more  of  the  Divine  perfections  than  creation ; 
and  man,  raised  finom  degradation  and  woe,  and  restored  to 
the  &vour,  image,  and  enjoyment  of  Grod,  and  all  his  forfeited 
•  privileges,  will  have  new  motives  for  more  abundant  praise 
and  gratitude,  than  a  mere  receiver  of  his  Creator^s  bounty, 
or  as  performing  perfect  obedience,  and  obtaining  immorta- 
lity for  his  works.  And  supposing  that  ev^i  some  other  way 
of  saving  man,  than  by  the  shedding  of  the  blood  of  the  Pto- 
chal  Lamb,  had  been  appointed,  which  1  do-  not  admit,  still 
greater  love  than  that  of  God's  beloved  Son  laying  down  his 
life  for  us  could  not  have  been  manifested;  and  hence  it  ap- 
pears that  there  will  be  cause  of  constant,  cheerfol,  affec- 
tionate, fervent,  and  eternal  praise  to  our  gracious  covenant* 
G^ ;  and  this  will  prove  an  addition  to  our  happiness  for 
over. 
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9.  This  may  also  prove  the  principal  cause  of  their jfideliiy  to 
-God  in  a  future  state. — ^If  we  were  beings  whose  existence  waa 
bounded  by  a  given  number  of  years,  and  then  annihihitedy 
it  would  seem  desirable  to  us  to  crowd  as  large  a  portion 
of  happiness  into  that  limited  period  as  possible.  This  ia 
not,  however,  the  case.  We  shall  exist  for  ever.  The  great 
concern,  then,  of  every  one  should  be,  not  to  expect  too  much 
in  this  present  state,  but  to  be  ultimately  happy  in  another. 
This  is  the  great  care  of  the  wise  and  good,  and  it  shoqld  be 
our's.  Now,  admitting  that  we  were  entered  upon  that  state 
of  future  happiness,  and  the  whole  man  in  possession  of  all 
its  promised  glories,  how  would  our  enjoyments  be  marredy 
were  a  thought  entertained  that,  firom  some  internal  or  ^e- 
ternal  cause,  we  should  forfeit  all,  as  some  of  the  angels  have 
dcme  before  us,  by  their  transgression  ;  and  if  free  agency 
remain,  why  not  ?  I  answer,  through  the  death  of  Christ, 
who  is  our  in&llible  surety,  and  by  the  union  of  his  two- 
fold nature,  we  shall  be  placed  in  a  higher  and  more  perfect 
state  than  our  first  parents,  or  perhaps  angels  themselves ; 
an4  by  the  continual  favour  and  virtue  of  our  living  head, 
we  who  form  his  mystical  body  shall  be  kept  in  never-ceas- 
ing  union  with  himself:  and  that  some  such  like  benefit  ia 
conferred  upon  the  holy  angels,  may,  I  think,  be  gathered 
from  what  St.  Paul  observes  of  the  good  pleasure  which  God 
hath  purposed  in  himself,  ^'  That  in  the  dispensation  of  the 
fulness  of  times,  he  might  gather  together  in  one,  all  things 
in  Christ,  both  which  are  in  heaven,  and  which  are  on  earth, 
even  in  him,"  by  making  him  the  Lord  of  all.  But  of 
this  little  can  be  said,  because  little  is  revealed.  It  is  suffi- 
cient, however,  that  evety  part  of  scripture  which  speaks  of 
.  the  fiiture  state  of  the  saints,  speaks  in  the  most  positive 
manner  of  the  perpetuity  of  their  bliss,  and  of  their  final  de- 
liverance firom  all  evil  whatever ;  and  this  is  all  in  Christ* 
.  Thus  it  spesScs  :  '^  That  they  (threlect)  may  also  obtain  the 
salvation  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  with  eternal  glory ^ — He  be- 
came the  author  of  eternal  salvation  unto  all  them  that  obey 
Urn. — H€  entered  the  holy  place,  haying  obtained  Vernal  ru 
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dempiion  for  us. — ^The  God  of  all  ^race,  who  hath  called  us 
tiiito  his  eternal  glory  hy  Christ  Jesus.^^  And  many  other 
places  speak  much  the  same  language.  He  will  be  ever  with 
them,  and  will  for  erer  crown  them  with  his  love  and  blessing. 
A  pure  river  of  water  of  life,  clear  as  crystal,  proceeds, 
out  of  the  throne  of  God,  and  of  the  Lamb,  which  waters 
and  refreshes  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  and  fills  eveiy  soul 
with  joy  and  gladness.  There,  in  the  holy  street  of  that 
glorious  city,  and  on  its  sacred  banks,  the  tree  of  life,  loaded 
with  its  rich  variety  of  fruit,  flourishes  in  everlasting  bloom, 
whilst  its  mystical  leaves  preserve,  unceasingly,  the  health 
,of  the  ransomed  nations,  on  whom  no  curse  shall  ever  fidl* 
There  they  constantly  behold  the  fece  of  him  they  love,  and 
wear  his  honoured  name  alone,  in  shining  characters,  on  their 
unfiiding  diadems/  They  require  neither  material  nor  artifi- 
cial light,  for  there  is  no  night  there ;  but  the  Lord  Grod 
will  surround  and  fill  them  with  gloiy  for  ever.  Blessed 
place,  and  blessed  people  !  Unworthy  as  I  am,  let  me,  O 
ipy  Redeemer  and  my  God,  have  my  lot  there;  and,  ^yith  thy 
saints,  I  shall  acknowledge  thy  marvellous  loving  kind- 
ness, and  praise  thee  as  the  author  of  all  my  mercies,  and 
all  my  salvation  !  Bring  me,  O  bring  me  to  thy  holy  hill  and 
dwelling-place,  to  those  everlasting  habitations  where  thei^ 
is  no  sin,  no  curse,  no  death,  no  shadow  of  fear !  There  I 
shall  never  deviate  from  thy  all-perfect  will ;  there  no  chan- 
ges take  place  but  what  are  more  and  more  perfective  of  our 
nature,  and  which  tend  only  to  diversify,  and  bring  conti- 
nual accesrfon  to  our  joy.  The  gift  of  God,  gift  worthy  of 
himself,  is  indeed  eternal  life,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.    To  thee,  O  God,  be  glory  for  ever. 

If  we  then  survey  the  procedure  of  grace  in  our  Redemp- 
tion, from  its  first  dawning  to  the  perfect  day,  the  numerous 
intimations  given  us  of  the  greatness  of  our  Redeemer's  person 
and  offices,  the  various  descriptions  of  moral  and  legal  impu- 
rities, with  the  multiplicity  of  means  appointed  for  theic  ^' 
moval,  many  of  which,  it  evidently  appears,  were  typical  of 
him,  and  perhaps  the  whole,  had  we  sufficient  wisdom  topeae* 
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tnte  the  veils  spread  over  them ;  if  we  consider  the  apparent- 
ly slow,  cautious,  peculiar,  and  yet  effectual  manner  pursued, 
till  Messiah  the  Prince  was  cut  off,  and  the  legal  ceremonies 
abolished ;  if  we  look  at  the  heavy  national  calamities  which 
befel  the  Jews  when  they  departed  from  then),  and  the  spe<9 
^ial  providences  in  their  &vour  when  they  sincerely  observ- 
ed them ;  to  which  may  be  added,  the  many  eminent  and  pi- 
ous men  raised  up  among  them  from  time  to  time,  to  explain 
and  enforce  their  ritual ;  and  yet,  notwithstanding  all  the 
mercies  and  judgments  that  attended  them,  till  their  final 
overthrow  by  the  Romans,  they  remained  in  general  a  self- 
willed,  hypocritical^  and  rebellious  nation;  we  must  infer 
tbat  sin  is  an  evil  foil  of  deadly  poison,  spreadiiig  its  de* 
structive  venom  through  our  nature,  strong  and  rapid  in  its 
movements,  bursting  through  all  restraint,  and  not  to  be 
ccmsumed  but  by  Divine  power,  nor  the  sinner  pardoned 
without  shedding  the  blood  of  the  Holy  One  of  God.  Every 
thing  belonging  to  its  nature,  or  discoverable  by  its  conse- 
quences—«very  thing  done  to  expiate  and  annihilate  it,  de- 
clares its  power  and  inalignity,  its  devilish  and  accursed  na- 
ture, and  the  absolute  necessity  of  &ith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
end  his  precious  blood ;  that^  being  washed  therein,  we  may 
become  holy;  and  thus  be  counted  worthy  to  escape  the  dam- 
natioQ  of  hell,  and  have  administered  to  us  an  abundant 
dUranoe  into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  God. 
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THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  PROMISED. 

After  these  remarks  on  the  person  and  sufferings  of  the 
Lord  Jesus,  it  will  be  needful  to  say  a  little  on  his  exaltation 
to  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God,  and  the  glorjr  which 
was  to  follow  that  event.  Before  his  apprehension,  he  in- 
formed his  disciples  that  it  was  expedient  for  them,  and 
consequently  for  all,  that  he  went  away  :  ^^  For  (said  he)  if 
I  go  not  away,  the  Comforter  will  not  come  to  you  ;  but  if 
i  depart,  I  will  send  him  to  you/'  This  promise,  in  aU  pro* 
bability,*  was  made  them  in  reference  to  that  prophetical 
description  of  his  triumphant  ascension  :  ^^  The  chariots 
of  God  are  twenty  thousand,  even  thousands  of  angels  t 
the  Lord  is  among  them. — ^Thou  hast  ascended  on  high,  thou 
hast  led  captivity  captive :"  which  description  is  abundantly 
lieightened  by  what  is  spoken  in  another  psalm,  where  these 
ministers  of  flame,  attendant  on  their  victorious  Sovereign, 
demand  entrance  for  him  at  the  gates  of  heaven  :  ^^  Lift  up 
your  heads,  O  ye  gates ;  and  be  ye  lift  up,  ye  everlasting 
doors,  and  the  king  of  glory  shall  come  in."  ^^  Who  (some 
are  represented  as  saying)  is  this  King  of  glory  ?"  as  ex- 
pressive of  their  surprize  at  the  demand.  They  describe 
him  as  ^*  the  Lord,  strong  and  mighty ;  the  Lord,  mighty  in 
battle/*  There  is  still  some  hesitation,  till  another  summons 
is  made :  ^'Lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates ;  even  lift  them  up, 
ye  everlasting  doors,  and  the  King  of  gloiy  shaU  come  in.*' 
'*  Who  is^  this  King  of  glory  ? "  they  reply  a  second  time.  He 
appears  in  sight  to  the  whole  joyful  multitude,  when  all 
mnite  together  to  acknowledge  his  authority  :    <<  The  Iiord 
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of  Ho8t9,1ie  i«  the  King  of  glory."  Haying  dragged  Us  ene- 
niies  as  at  his  chariot  wheels,  and  made  a  shew  of  them 
openly,  he  enters,  and  "  receives  gifts  for  men ;  yea,  for  the 
rebeliious  ako,  that  the  Lord  God  (the  eternal  Spirit)  might 
dwell  among  them."  It  is  then  immediately  added,  ^^  Bles* 
«ed  be  the  Lord,  who  daily  loadeth  us  #]tii  his  benelBts, 
even  the  God  of  our  Salvation  ;"  which  is  e^tpressive  of 
the  readiness  with  which  the  Saviour  imparts  his  grace  and 
mercy  to  mankind. 

Our  Lord  knew  iuU  well  that  the  feebleness  of  our  na- 
ture, and  tiie  circumstanees  in  which  we  are  placed,  require 
tnbie  tiiaif  hnman  assistance ;  and,  therefore^  as  he  was 
about  ^^  to  enter  his  gloiy,'*  and  receive  the  kingdom,-  he  en- 
deavoured to  comfort  his  disciples,  by  teUing  them  that  be 
would  entreat  the  Father,  and  he  would  send  them  another 
C!omforter,  who  would  not  abide  wiih  them  as  he,  their  first 
Comforter  had  done,  for  a  season  only,  but  for  ever.    This 
\vas  the  Spirit  of  truth,  whom  Aey  knew  in  part,  and  whoii 
they  should  more  fiilly  know  when  he  was  glorified.    ^^  ffe 
shall  (said  he)  testily  of  me. — ^He  shall  glorify  me ;  for  he 
shall  receive  of  mine,  and  shew  it  unto  you.  AU  things  that 
Ibe  F^her  hath  are  mine ;"  and,  <<  he  shall  take  of  mine 
und  shew  it  unto  you."  Hence  it  appears  that  the  coming  Of 
tb^  Holy  Spirit  was  to  realize  to  tnankind  the  benefits  of  tlie 
Baviour^s  death  and  intercession.    For  which  purpose  he 
•was  to  replenish  vrith  hb  gifts  ted  graces  the  apostles  and 
first  teachers  of  the  church  in  a  peculiar  manner,  that  they 
'might  be  die  better  prepared  to  overcome  the  opposition 
they  were  likely  to  meet  with  firom  the  powers  of  darkness 
and  their  deluded  agents ;  but  it  was  not  for  diat  age  alone 
'that  he  came,  his  infiuences  being  as  needful  for  men  in  all" 
uges,  as  it  respects  their  own  personal  salvation,  as  they 
vrere  for  them.    There  is  not  indeed  the  same  necessity  fdr 
the  confirmation  of  evangelical  tmth  by  the  working  of  mi- 
racles^ where  that  trudi  is  acknowledged  and  received,  as 
there  was  in  the  beginning,  when  newly  published  to  the 
world ;  yet,  as  the  apostle  observes,  <4f  any  man  have  n6t 
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the  Spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  none  of  his."  We  see  then  the  ne- 
eessitj  of  rec^ving  him^  unless  we  purpose  to  be  disowned 
by  the  Saviour. 

After  our  Lord's  resurrection  from  the  dead,  he  did  not 
ascend  hastily  to  heaven.  St.  Luke  informs  us  that "  he  shew- 
ed himself  alive  after  his  passion,  by  many  infallible  proofi^ 
being  seen  of  his  disciples  forty  days,  and  speaking  of  the 
things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  commanding  them 
to  wait  for  the  promise  of  the  Father,  which  (said  he)  ye 
have  heard  of  meb"    It  is  probably  called  '*  the  promise  of 
the  Father,'^  in  allusion  to  the  ancient  prophecies,  where  the 
effusion  of  the  Spirit  is  clearly  foretold,  as  by  Isaiah :  <^  I 
will  pour  water  upon  him  that  is  thirsty,  and  floods  upon 
the  dry  ground ;  I  will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  seed,  and 
my  blessing  upon  thy  oflfspring  :"   and  Joel,   ^^  I  will  pour 
out  my  Spirit  upon  all  flesh."  And  sometimes  the  same  bles- 
eing,  set  forth  in  these  places,  for  its  utility  and  abundance, 
under  the  emblem  of  water,  is  foretold  under  that  of  fire  : 
*^  He  that  remaineth  in  Jefiisalem  shall  be  called  holy-^ 
when  the  Lord  shall  have  purged  the  blood  of  Jerusalem — 
by  the  Spirit  of  judgment,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  burning." 
And  pur  Lord's  ministry,  from  the  fulness  of  this  Spirit,  is 
compared  to  ^^  a  refiner's  fire ;"  and  he  was  to  ^^  baptize  with 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  with  fire."     When  this  promise  was 
fulfilled,  the  effects  produced  were  astonishing.    The  apo»> 
ties  seem  scarcely  the  same  men ;  but,  filled  with  wisdom, 
power,  and  love,  they  rose,  and  went  forth  ''  like  the  sun  in 
its  strength ;"  nothing  afterwards  but  death  being  able  to 
stop  their  progress,  and  indeed  not  even  that,  since  their  tes- 
timony and  writings  continue  still  to  enlighten  the  world. 
Thus  the  dispensation  of  righteousness,  as  cdntra-distin- 
guisbed  from  the  ministration  of  condemnation,  was  by  the 
pouring  forth  of  the  Spirit  on  the  day  of  pentecost,  fully 
opened ;  and  all  nations,  without  exception,  freely  invited 
to  a  participation  of  goe^l  benefits  to  the  end  of  time. 
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THE  PERSONALITY  OF  THE  SPIRIT. 

The  Holy  Ghost,  th^  third  of  the  ever-blessed  Three,  who 
8o  graciously  undertakes  the  renovation  of  our  nature,  is 
truly  and  properly  God ;  having  the  same  titles  and  perfec- 
tions frequently  ascribed  to  him  in  the  scriptures  of  truth, 
as  are  ascribed  to  the  Father  and  the  Son.  But,  as  it  has 
been  already  observed,  the  manner  of  this  union  is  not  re« 
vealed,  and  consequently  unknown.  He  is  spoken  of  as  con- 
curring in  the  work  of  creation,  which  is  ascribed  to  him, 
Gren.  i.  2,  Job  xvi.  13 ;  of  providence,  P8al.,civ.  30:  and  re- 
demption also ;  for  he  raised  up  Jesus  from  the  dead,  Rom. 
viii.  11.  He  convinces  the  world  of  sin,  John  xvi.  9;  morti-* 
fies  sin,  Rom.  viii.  13 ;  delivers  from  sin  and  death,  Rom. 
viii.  2;  witnesses  our  adoption,  ver.  16  ;  intercedes  for  be- 
lievers, ver.  S6 ;  strengthens  their  souls,  Eph.  iii.  16  ;  is  al- 
ways present,  observant  of  their  ways,  Psal.  cxxxix.  7 ;  in- 
spires with  courage  and  resolution,  Jos.  xxvii.  18  ;  reveals 
to  us  the  deep  things  of  God,  1  Cor.  ii.  10 ;  gives  wisdom 
and  understanding,  1  Cor.  xii.  8  ;  and  holiness,  1  Cor.  vi.  11 ; 
dweUing  in  believers,  Eph.  ii.  S3 ;  and  assisting  them  to  be- 
lieve, 3  Cor.  iv.  13;  to  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  righteous- 
ness, Isai.  xxxii.  15 ;  to  become  one  in  Christ,  1  Cor.  xii. 
13;  and^  in  short,  to  bcy  d!o,  bear,  suffer^  and  know  all  that  is 
required  of  them,  by  that  word  which  was  penned  by  his 
'  inspiration,  and  with  which  truth  he  continually  operates 
upon  the  minds  of  men,  and  into  which  he  leads  all  those  who 
yield  up  themselves  to  him,  John  xvi.  13,  Psal.  cxliii.  10, 
Gal.  V.  16. 

.  From  these  scriptures,  which  speak  of  the  Spirits  influ- 
ence on  the  mind  of  jnan,  we  observe,  that  as  God  neither 
does  nor  says  any  thing  in  vain,  it  is  of  the  utmost  necessity 
that  we  receive,  trust  to,  and  walk  in  the  Spirit ;  for  we  can- 
not please  God,  nor  are  we  capable  of  conforming,  as  he  re- 
quires us,  to  his  most  holy  will  without  his  assistance.  If 
our  first  parents,  in  a  state  of  innocency,  fell  under  the  pow- 
er of  sin^  how  is  it  possible  t&at  we,  poor,  frail,  and  dege« 
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Derate  creatures^  can  arise  from  our  &11,  and  glorify  God  iir 
our  present  state  of  weakness^  and  surrounded  as  we  are  by 
enemies  wbo  are  erer  on  the  watch  to  oppose  and  betray 
us  ?  O,  blessed  and  patient  SfHrtt  of  grace  and  holiness, 
how  art  thou  grieved  and  quenched  by  the  unbelief^  ingra- 
titude, and  perverseness  of  the  disobedi^it !  Oh,  may  we 
all  receive  thee  as  the  precious  gift  of  the  Father  and  the 
Sob,  be  anointed  by  thy  unction,  and  sealed  by  thee  to  Die 
day  of  redemption ;  that  we  nray  glorify  thee  as  one  with 
them — ^Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  (in  whose  name  we 
have  been  baptized)  to  aU  eternity ! 

In  the  dispensation  of  the  Spirit  there  are  <*  dhersiiits  of 
giflsy  differences  of  administraihnsy  and  dhersiHe$  of  opera^ 
tionsi'*  but,  ^^  the  manifestation  of  the  Spirit  is  given  to  eveiy 
man  to  profit  withal ;"  and  be  divideth  to  every  man  several- 
ly as  he  will.  Now,  though  the  apostle  may  refer,  by  these 
expressions,  to  the  gifts  bestowed  upon  the  first  christian 
teachers,  I  do  not  see  that  they  are  to  be  wholly  restricted  to 
these,  but  may  also  regard  those  means  made  use  of  in  gene- 
ral to  convince  and  enlighten  the  world.  Christ  is  called  '^  the 
true  Light  whicll  lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the 
world  ;'*  and  how  does  he  do  this,  but  by  his  Spirit  ?  St. 
Paul  observes,  that  Grod  ^^  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations 
of  mto,  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  ikce  of  the  earth,  and  hath  de- 
termined the  times  before  appointed,  and  the  bounds  of  their 
habitation,  that  they  should  seek  the  Lord  ;'*  and  how  can 
this  be  done  but  by  that  Spirit  which  fiUeth  all  things,  and  is 
near  to  every  one  of  us?  There  has  always  existed  an  ap- 
parent inequality  in  the  gifts  of  grace  to  mankind  in  this 
world ;  and,  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  there  will  exist  an  in- 
equality in  that  which  is  to  come ;  yet,  it  does  not  foUovT 
that  the  same  inequality  will  be  seen  in  the  same  individuals; 
It  may  not.  There  are  those  in  inferior  dispensations  who 
greatly  improve  their  talents,  and  those  in  superior  onet 
who  do  not.  This  will  cause  a  difference.  God  is  rich  in 
mercy,  and  he  dispenses  his  fiivonrs  in  infinite  wisdom,  equi- 
ty, and  goodness  i  to  apme  nmro,  to  others  less.    Yet,  as  all 
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souls  are  hi%  ke  gives  suficient  ligbt  to  aO^  to  guide  then 
into  that  truth  whicli  belongs  to  tlie  state  in  wldck  he  hae 
placed  them  ;  and  thus^  on  this  principle,  ^  (9od  b  no  re- 
specter of  persons ;"  and  since,  in  ererj  nation,  men  my* 
^^  fear  him  and  work  righteousness,"  he  that  does  so  *^  is  ae« 
oepted  of  him.'*  This  being  premised,  I  shall  now  apeak  off 
those  means  made  use  of  by  the  Spirit  to  bring  men  into  the 
eoyenant  of  redemption,  or,  in  oAttv  words,  to  realixe  the 
benefits  of  the  same  ;  and  to  prepare  them  for  that  eternal 
state  of  joy  and  happiness,  for  oiir  enjoyment  of  wUch  th^ 
Prince  of  Peace  laid  down  his  precious  life,  and  for  which 
he  ever  pleads  for  us  in  hearen.  These  means-  hare  att  beeft 
auccessful ;  and  it  is  thought  by  many  that  the  time  is  nel 
&r  distant  when  the  glorious  gospel  shall  spread  through 
nil  lands ;  then  those  means  made  use  of  to  reclaim  the  more 
barbarous  part  of  the  hunmn  species  will  be  superseded,  oe 
rather  lost  in  the  <^  light  and  truth''  which  wiU  enligbten  aU 
lands.  May  all  devoutly  pray,  ^'  Come,  Lord  Jesus^  oeme 
iinickly !" 

MEANS  EMPLOYED.. 

Tnase  means  are,  the  wide  disphiy  of  creatfre  wisdoni-*^ 
the  voice  of^  natural  conscience — the  scriptures — ^the  pablie 
ministry  of  the  word— good  books^-pious  examples — abuni»« 
ing  dreams — ^proftision  of  mercies — affiction  of  body — ^pro^ 
Tidential  interpositions — ^poverty — the  prayers  of  otliers— 
the  ministry  of  angels — ^national  calamities,  or  those  of  in<T 
diriduals— death  of  friends — and  deep  couYiction  of  things 
that -belong  to  this  world  and  another. 

1.  The  wide  display  af  creative  wisdom.— The  human  un^ 
derstanding  is  capable  of  being  greatly  enkrged  and  tm« 
proved,  so  much  so,  that  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  the  diflfep* 
ence  it  makes  between  man  and  man ;  and  especially  he* 
tween  civilized  and  savage  life ;  yet,  however  contracted 
the  mind  of  man  may  be,  there  is  something  so  gveatand 
glorious  in  the  works  of  God,  that  he  cannot  but  see  the 
hand  of  an  almighty  and  skilfiil  Architattty  and  foslhis  de^ 
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penduiee  upon  him  and  fais  dbligstions  to  him  ;  his  Tisiblo 
works  clearlj  discoTering,  firom  the  creation  of  the  world, 
as  thei^ostle  observes,  ^  his  eternal  power  and  Grodhead;'* 
and  if  they  glorify  him  not  as  God,  they  are  without  excuse, 
because  **  that  which  may  be  known  of  God  is  manifest  in 
them ;  for  Grod  hath  shewed  it  unto  them/'  It  is  beautifully 
observed  in  the  nineteenth  Psalm,  that  '^  the  heavens  de- 
clare the  gloiy  of  Grod^  and  the  firmament  sheweth  his  ban* 
dy*work.  Day  unto  day  uttereth  speech ;  and  night  unto 
night  sheweth  knowledge.  There  is  no  speech  nor  language 
where  their  voice  is  not  heard.  Their  line  is  gone  out  through 
all  the  earth,  and  their  words  to  the  end  of  the  world. — God 
hath  shewed  it  unto  them."  As  though  he  had  said,  ^  The 
Eternal  Spirit,  while  they  view  the  glorious  sun  running  his 
majestic  race,  the  moon  ^^walking  in  brightness,*'  the  stars 
with  which  he  at  the  beginning  ^^  garnished  the  heavens,'* 
with  all  the  surrounding  terrestrial  objects,  whispers  with- 
in them,  ^  These  are  the  wonderful  worics  of  the  beneficent 
and  universal  Parent,  who  is  worthy  of  your  love,  your 
worship,  your  honour,  and  your  gratitude.  Glorify  him, 
and  enjoy  his  &vour  for  ever.' 

2.  The  voice  of  natural  comcience. — Many  nations  have 
not  the  privilege  of  hearing  the  instructions  of  truth  and 
wisdom  from  the  gospel  as  we  have,  and  are  consequently 
covered  with  thick  darkness;  having  only  a  few  scattered 
rays  of  tradition,  fabulously  conveyed  firom  their  predeces- 
sors, or  the  voice  of  their  conscience,  stirred  by  the  Divine 
Spirit,  except  what  has  already  been  observed  of  the  works 
of  Grod  in  nature  ;  yet  are  these  graciously  visited  of  him : 
and  some,  it  seems,  are  so  obedient  to  the  light  as  to  be  con- 
sidered judges  of  those  who  transgress  the  written  law, 
Rom.  ii.  27.  28 ;  while  others,  like  too  many  possessed  of 
superior  advantages,  '^  when  they  knew  God,  they  glorified 
him  not  as  God ;"  and  thus,  being  without  excuse,  having 
iiinned  without  the  written  law,  they  perished  without  it : 
which  shews  they  are  under  some  law ;  for  where  there  is  no 
law,  there  is  no  transgression :  and  what  can  this  law  be 
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under  whicl)  thej  are  placed,  except  that  whicli  is  written 
on  their  hearts  by  the  Spirit  of  truth  ?  Thus  the  apostle : 
^^  When  the  Gentiles,  which  have  not  the  lai^,  do  hy  nature 
the  things  contained  in  the  law,  these,  having  not  the  law, 
are  a  law  unto  themselves ;  whiciv  shew  the  work  of  the  law 
written  in  their  hearts  ;  their  conscience  also  bearing  wit- 
ness, and  their  thoughts  the  mean  while  accusing  or  else  ex- 
cusing one  another/'  And  it  will  appear  at  last  among  the 
great  multitude,  which  no  man  can  number,  that  there  will 
be  many  out  of  all  nations^  kindredsy  people^  and  tongues  who 
will  stand  approved  before  the  Saviour,  who  knew  him  not 
here  hy  name,  while  such  as  have  been  called  his  followers 
will  be  disowned,  and  thrust  out  of  his  kingdom. 

3.  Tike  Scriptures. — ^These  are  blessed  means  of  teaching 
U8  the  knowledge. of  the  true  Qod,  and  Jesus  Christ  whom 
he  has  sent— of  information  concerning  every  thing  in  which 
we  are  principally  interested — and  they  afibrd  the  only  proper 
motives  which  should  invite  us  to  a^holy  life,  and  a  tall  pre- 
paration for  eternity.  Now  these  scriptures  ^^  came  not  in  old 
time  by  the  will  of  roan ;  but  holy  men  of  God  spake  as  they 
were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost.''  This  blessed  Spirit  who  in- 
spired them,  by  his  energy  applies  to  the  hearts  of  men,  mak- 
ing what  otherwise  is  only  a  dead  letter,  to  be  spirit  and  life. 
Many  yain,  conceited,  and  unhumbled  men  have  impiously 
called  in  question  these  truths,  and  have  wrested  them  to 
their  own  destruction ;  while  others,  from  their  intrinsic  ex- 
cell^ncy,  have  believed  in  theiu  as  coming  only  from  God^ 
and  have  been  benefited  by  them  accordingly :  and  to  all 
unprejudiced  minds  they  will  ever  carry  the  evidence  of 
their  truth  along  with  them.  The  wisdom  and  goodness  of 
Grod  in  thoise  sacred  pages  shine  with  peculiar  lustre.  What 
is  recorded  there  was  ^^  written  for  our  learning,  that  we^ 
through  patience  and  comfort  of  the  Scriptures,  might  have 
,hope ;]'  and  ^^  they  are  able  to  make  us  wise  unto  salvation 
—and  are  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction, 
for  instruction  in  righteousness  :"  and  all  these  things  are . 
tontiniially  done  by  this  gracious  Spirit  among  mankind. 
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By  these  standards  of  truth  numerous  errors  and  mistakes 
are  dncorered  and  aToided,  and  we  are  not  left  to  the  un* 
eertaintj  and  darkness  of  traditionary  report.  They  are  the 
^ords  of  him  whose  piercing  eyes  behold  the  deepest  re^ 
eesses  of  the  human  heart;  and  hence  it  is,  that  its  idolatry 
and  iniquity  are  so  fully  disclosed,  however  unobserved  they 
may  be  by  ourselves  or  others.  In  his  word  whatever  is 
pleasing  or  displeasing  to  him  is,  for  the  doe  regulation  of 
our  eonduct,  ktadly  revealed.  No  human  compositions  can 
describe  the  nature,  perfections,  and  attributes  of  God,  like 
tVese  incomparable  writings,  or  point  out  with  such  clearness 
md  precision  what  concerns  our  salvation,  or  present  us  with 
such  authentic  accounts  of  what  is  past,  or  such  satisfactory 
views  of  what  is  yet  to  come,  as  the  Scriptures.  They  unfold 
lo  our  eyes  the  solemn  secrets  of  etemily ;  and,  by  every  mo- 
live  and  argument  calculated  to  rousee  our  dormant  souls, 
tirge  us  to  depart  from  sin,  and  live  the  life  of  righteous- 
ness before  God.  The  Bible  is  our  star  to  guide  us  to  the 
Babe  of  Bethlehem.  It  is  this  which  discovers  his  filial  and 
early  piety,  his  exemplary  conduct,  his  holy  doctrines,  his 
undisputed  miracles,  his  deadly  horrors  in  Gethsemene,  his 
^tience  in  the  hands  of  his  malicious  accusers,  and  his  de- 
gradation before  the  ruling  powers  of  his  nation ;  with  his 
sufferings,  his  triumph  over  all  enemies,  and  his  ascent  to 
his  Father's  %ouse.  There  we  behold  him  from  his  exalted 
'abode  diffusing  his  blessings  through  the  universe.  There 
are  found  the  most  awful  threatenings  to  alarm  the  careless 
and  secure  sinner,  and  the  most  encouraging  promises  to 
the  penitent  soul  that  seeks  reconciliation.  There  we  may 
all  see,  as  in  a  glass,  what  our  true  characters  before  God 
are,  without  mistake.  The  Word  is  the  guide  of  youth,  the 
aupport  of  manhood,  and  the  comfort  of  age.  It  is  the  sword 
of  the  Sjpirit,  which,  used  as  the  Captain  of  our  Salvation 
iised  it,  foils  all  the  powers  of  darkness  completely.  It  is 
Ihe  true  source  of  «11  our  spiritual  songs,  and  the  greatest 
help  to  our  meditations.  It  abounds  with  the  richest  ima* 
g(*ry ;  and  yet,  in  general^  it  is  plain  and  easy  to  be  under- 
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stood.  The  raoet  refined  and  cultivated  mind  is  gratified 
^nd  assisted  by  its  sublimity,  and  still  the  most  simple  and 
unlearned  may,  by  its  perusal,  be  charmed  and  profited. 
The  psalmist  speaks  its  praise  thus :  ^^  The  law  of  the 
JLord  is  perfect,  converting  the  soul ;  the  testimony  of  the 
liord  is  sure,  making  wise  the  simple ;  the  staiutes  of  th 
Lord  are  right,  rejoicing  the  heart ;  the  commandment  of  the 
LiOrd  it  pure,  enlightening  the  eyes  ;  the /ear  of  the  Lord  is 
clean,  enduring  fi>r  ever  ;  the  judgments  of  the  Lord  are  true 
and  righteous  altogether."  All  things  of  a  religious  nature, 
needful  for  us  to  be  acquainted  with,  are  brought  together. 
into  a  narrow  compass;  presented  to  us  in  a  variety  df 
forms,  historical,  didactic,  poetic,  figurative,  epistolary, 
dramatic,  prophetic,  &c. ;  and  well  calculated  as  a  means 
to  prevent  our  ruin  and  bring  us  to  God.  Its  sweetness  and 
perfume  continue  undiminished  by  the  lapse  of  time  ;  and 
every  believer  will  praise  its  Author  longer^  than  the  sun 
shall  diffuse  its  light  through  the  expanse  of  heaven. 

4.  The  public  ministration  of  the  roord. — This  is  the  ordi- 
nary means  by  which  the  Spirit  of  God  operates  on  the 
minds  of  men.  When  tl|is  conies  ^^  in  the  demonstration  of 
the  Spirit  and  with  power,"  it  is  then  that  our  fiuth  is  made 
to  ^^  stand  not  in  the  wisdom  of  men,  but  in  the  power  of 
God."  Then,  when  the  Holy  Ghost  teaches  by  the  mouth 
of  his  servants,  it  is  that  the  law  comes  to  the  hearts  of  sin* 
ners,  tears  away  all  their  fidse  coverings,  washes  off  all  the 
paint  of  their  self-love,  and  exposes  all  their  deformity  and 
impurity ;'  disturbs  and  destroys  all  their  imaginary  peace  ; 
awakes  conscience,  and  bids  him  perform  his  office,  and, 
make  no  allowance,  no,  not  for  the  smallest  offence.  The 
just  and  holy  law  of  God  is  like  a  sharp  two-edged  sword  in 
the  heart  of  man.  It  denounces  wrath,  without  respect  of 
persons,  to  all  the  workers  of  iniquity.  It  teaches  them 
what  they  ought  to  have  been,  and  what  they  ought  to  havet 
done ;  and  that  eveiy  violation  of  its  precepts  is  followed 
by  its  proper  curse,  without  regarding  their  remarks  on  its. 
strictness  and  s^v^nty.    It  sets  forth  on  the  one  hand  the 
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AmhdHty  Wak  h^ii^^^  6t  tlSb  gffoi  Leg{blkt<^^  ttlid  od  Ito 
Mhbt  ih%  im|)^ebtibh  and  degenetticy  of  di^ndbg:  «Mti« 
And  wMlt  y  Kel^by  tnlbilded  ?  Is  it  iiot  \6  aa^  u^  fhMI  the 
teiy  wrdth  it  tttreateAs^  by  j^oiiitthg  bift  to  ii6  Hll^  i^desbitjr 
W  tijlhg  fiar  reKtg^  to  the  fto^  set  Mfore  bs  ;  that^  Wii^  Ami 
t6  ihkl  adVenAht  we  h^re  M  6Ren  VicAated,  MM  ^Pt^Mth)  iiTHe^ 
l^ded  <M*,  Wbuld  aroj[)  ils  IMo  hell,  we  migbt  1^  fflfted  in 
^^lii&l  Bbild^  to  him  fbal  Was  i*sdtfed  froin  i%e.d^^;  AUd, 
BMhg  §avf^  fiieeljr  iMV^PHgli  gttite^  MigM  dihUklMlj  ^m* 
VeiSei  ihk  Hlessiii^  oT  lite  toVtBiian't,  iand  ittiptofe  tteijh  all  U^ 
(h^^Of^  or  h£9  i^me  ?  Thos^  fiis^ch^^  #bi^  ftHe  instHi- 
AV^nhll  Ui  pfbdiicm^  this  MMmotioli  in  Hi^  bdHoiM  of  th<^ilr 
giiifl^  Wetfareh,  nhay ,  frort  th^  hlaiim^  they  odiSliMoa)  be  judt^- 
hr  CRWoftiMatdi  the  dMd  of  t^Mdbr ;  aafl  il  1i  ^t  VitafHail 
ft(  tlK^M  to  Ibed^Me  e^Mj  to  such  Vk^  sobs  dfeo^ltollLtioD) 
Ify  fxnatiri^  tHe  affietifd)  diAA^^ed^  Md  ftViVilMte  ^ho^t^h^  to 
fhe  liarAb  Oft^dtf,  #fWo  ?MM^  aA  Wi A  ^n  itk%is  %6  ¥««^ite  dt 
those  thM  WMe  id  the  FMher  hy  MM.  %  « th^  ^fnr^diilig 
6f  th^  atb^'^  What  #(Wid€¥i'a]^e  fM^Mfti^^i^^ «blt^8 ^f* 
fetttetf— «^t  'p6wi^  'd^lVf ed-^-%ltat  "Seil^attbiA  ^titsd  f 
H^  "9^  ^  po^^  yhei^  «C;Ki{#ty^effied>^-«IM^^  the 
f^(rfi;^^f<Gbe,^«d¥I^^WMIMao^  iSMi^jMe^Mifrom 

al5(M«,  tlie  %bia  bcAolife  lii^,  ^r^lii^vta^  inM  i«ftf  (M  Ih  hiifi. 
All  hiis  burdi^  t>r  g^flt,  ftntr,  Mi  ^,  i^.'h^o^c^t  an^9  *i 
(hsfi^M  vtioMStkij  te  d^cK^lfelRMelr  «o  liifti  frmi  Vrtiotn 
hi»  saU^tf <^  ^^oiheft.  'll«^  ttl^^  ^^f^^d  eo'«%ftMC^  '^^  G«rd 
friVh  inan  a^d  iath  ^efffflilfils 'Ifttri^ty  ^^fnMt^,  fb¥l!te  ^e^cise 
of ^e  variotte  tfdeiifts  ^  tlie  Mkltfstoe^  «f  ^  g<6^{fel  ^  ^iKf- 
^ftsive  ag^s,  "kM  wMdh  WtU  ^if€^et*lii^  c^im^^t  tod  iril 
being  stntcfioricd,  aha%fl|^edlyjr  Iheflplr^t;,  Kb  the^laite  ^ 
fife  licarei's,  1)^otttffs  «itlMei^tit%>  ^flfdr  ^sa4%(lflffr,  ¥^ih^ 
k  belottgs  to  Yhis  VdrM  <$r  fi^nothefr,  w)iethl*r^ks4e§<<i4ptiVe 
Sf  life  iKcttrre  dt  oart,  bf  bur  ^«y  to  Ifirt  •o'k-  ttis  filiN>itfii^s  to 
tis,  dr  whefliet  lt^j)e<)Fks^oridtir 'ffrih(^ple«  Mit  'sMolis,  ^f ^^ 
acc6unt  Ve  itftiBt  <^Ve  tft^be  j^d^iU^ht-deat'^MH^h^^ 


fi.  £?po(f  bootis.r=-T!}m  aft  of  Fri^ing  is  ap  wicippt  #n4  Wr 
gie^ious  art|  an4  tb^t  of  pript^ig:^  if  ia^r  di^covere^  j^as  tj?^ 
advantage  of  it  ip  tln^  cpipmmiipatipjili  of  jknoH^Wge  Iqr  ^ 
icJ^eaper  aod  #a3i^r  r^te,  ^p4  <i  JPULc^  ^ider  diffusion/  Pglhi 
y^hen  not  jperverted  t^  the  wpalme:^?  or  wickedoes^  of  ip^^l 
havp  th^ir  uses  apd  e^celleficlps ;  w^  hotb  haye  beeo  pm: 
ployed  by  the  Spirit  in  speaking  to  mankipd.  Tbougljt  fX9 
book  can  be  justly  compared  to  the  Bible,  and  those  y^}^^ 
have  leisure  to  read  pnl^  pne  book|  ought  tp  read  that  in 
preference  to  all  otb^s :  (indeed  all  sjiould  do  this ;  but 
those  aspecially  whose  time  is  pipcji  taken  up  with  the  cares 
|ind  labours  of  lif^  ought  to  preserve  this  rvle  carefully)  yc^ 
other  useful  i)ooks  are  not  to  bp  despised ;  for  jf  talents  af^e 
f  iyen  for  tf^e  wfitixig  ^Iid  pubUsbiiig  of  books^  it  is  for  the 
instruction  of  others  ;  and  consequently^  to  receive  the  good 
intended,  they  must  be  read ;  aud  thoussuids,  by  such  me^ns^ 
Jiav^  been  turned  from  the  error  of  thejr  ways,  to  walk  be- 
fore Gx>d,  unto  all  pleasing,  though  human  writings  musj: 
^cessarily  &11  short  of  divine,  as  wapting  if^e  plenary  in- 
^uencesiof  that  in&llible  Spirit  who  dictated  the  holy  Scripr 
iures,  yet  they  may  prove,  .thr.o.u^h  tfee  Divine  blessing,  in- 
p^lcviMj  ^useful  in  p^omotii^^  Ihe  be^  interests  of  mei^  ijf 
il^eir  ajjyakening  and  conyersiop.  TJije  sacred  wj-i.tings  them* 
selves  which  w^c^^iven  so  m^my  thous^d  y^^ars  ago,  and  to  a 
f)^Qple  >vhose  n^Emuers  were  grej^tly  dissiKiviJ^r  to  pur's,  hav^ 
1^  lahcvrlMis  .christia,n  n^ep  beea  ^x^lained,  illustrated,  au4 
enforcM&d,  to  th^  .jsatis&ction  <of  .m^ny.  They  have  penetrat- 
ed finiher^  and  mfide  greater  discoveries  of  their  superior 
fyjpUf;nr,ic8  thap  ipere  .oxduii^ry  readers  ^ere  likely  to  do ; 
|iwl  ^  dr^wipgptop^  infe]:euQes,  and  rightly  applying  di- 
1d^e  tcpth,  they  h^ve  beoome  cp-wprkers  together  with  the 
^pirii:Of  Wv^  in  m^'B  redemption.  Resides,  time  causes 
po  )ipai^  x|iangeB  r|)qth  .in  iiaitipRS  f^id  individuals,  that  there 
^v;ill  alw9^  he  sufficient  ioo«i  for  the  friends  of  God  and 
men  to  exercise  their  talents,  to  stop  tlie  abounding  of  ini- 
§fiit|r,  «|i4^tp  "  (jpreibd  the  ^.i^>ur  of  the  knowledge. of XJhrist 
iw^^WTI^-''  TJtPPPi  ^Hgl^.tb^sp  acts,  like  other  gifts  of 
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providence,  are  liable  to  be  abused,  they  may  be  of  essential 
service  to  those  whose  object  is  to  discover  truth ;  and  such 
will  thankfully  acknowledge  the  goodness  of  Grod  in  permit- 
ing  and  assisting  one  man  to  be  usefiil  to  another.  If  he 
have  talents  himself,  he  will  employ  them  with  this  design  ; 
and  if  he  have  neither  leisure,  inclination,  nor  genius  for  it, 
he  will  gladly  avail  himself  of  the  assistance  of  those  who 
have. 

6.  The   example  of  pious    and   exemplary  christians.'-^ 
Worldly  persons  are  apt  to  regard  the  ways  of  piety  as  too 
strict,  and  imagine  that  it  is  next  to  an  impossibility  to  walk 
in  them ;  but  this  plea  is  completely  confuted  by  the  exam- 
ples of  those  who,  being  endued  with  power  finom  on  high', 
walk  even  as  Jesus  Walked.    Here  they  see  sin,  and  the 
world's  vanities  overcome,  those  duties  performed,  and  those 
virtues  exercised  which  appear  so  difficult,  and  the  true  life 
of  piety  realized.    On  this  account  real  christians  are  ex- 
horted to  <^  walk  circumspectly,  not  as  fools,  but  as  wise  ;** 
to  let  their  ^'  conversation  be  as  becometh  the  gospel  of 
Christ ;"  to  let  their  *<  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they 
may  see  their  good  works,  and  glorify  their  Father  which  is 
in  heaven  :"  thus  reflecting  the  beams  of  the  Sun  of  Righte- 
ousness upon  alt  within  the  circle  of  their  acquaintance,  or 
such  as  notice  their  profession.    And  the  chief  reason  why 
there  are  so  many  characters  described  to  us  in  the  word  of 
God,  probably  ^s,  that,  marking  their  delects  and  excellen- 
cies, we  may  avoid  the  one,  and  imitate  the  other.    A  holy 
conversation  is  acceptable  to  Grod,  and  beneficial  to  men ; 
but  how  beneficial  is  only  known  to  that  compassionate  Spi- 
rit who  delights  to  render  man  serviceable  to  man.    By  this 
means,  therefore,  many  are  made  to  ^see*'  those  who  are 
led  by  the  Spirit ;  to  "  fear  "  the  consequences  of  their  own 
excuses,  idle  pleas,  and  sinful  conduct,  and  to  ^^  turn  to  the 
Lord,'"  after  Uie  example  of  all  who,  naming  '^  the  name  of 
Christ,  depart  from  iniquity." 

7.  Instructive  and  alarming  dreams. — Some  make  veiy  light 
of  these,  supposing  them  to  arise  fit>m  the  multitude  ci  bii« 
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siness,  and  a  variety  of  insignificant  causes  ;  and  it  is  tru^ 
that  in  dreams  there  are  many  vanities,  yet  some  are  cer- 
tainly from  the  Spirit  of  God,  as  the  Scripture  itself  declares: 
^^  God  speaketh  once,  yea,  twice,  but  man  perceiveth  it  not. 
In  a  dream,  in  a  vision  of  the  night,  when  deep  sleep  fitlleth 
upon  men,  in  slumberings  upon  the  bed ;  then  he  openeth 
the  ears  of  men,  and  sealeth  their  instruction,  that  he  may* 
withdraw  man  from  his  purpose,  and  hide  pride  from  man.'* 
How  many  by  this  means,  and  the  effect  it  has  produced  in 
their  minds  and  consciences,  have  felt  that  '^  fear  has  com<^ 
upon  them,  and  trembling,  which  made  all  their  bones  to 
shake  ;"  while,  perhaps  among  other  things,  the  judgment- 
day  has  been  presented  to  them  by  most  terrific  images^^ 
their  sins,  with  all  their  aggravating  circumstances,  have 
been  made  to  pass  before  them,  and  the  sentence  due  to  the 
same  passed  upon  them,  till,  dreadfully  alarmed  at  the  ap* 
preaching  destruction,  they  have  awaked  in  agonies,  and, 
supplicating  the  Divine  mercy,  have  resolved  to  avoid  in  re- 
ality such  unspeakable  torments,  and  obtain  a  lot  among  th6 
blessed.  Such  warnings  as  these  ought  not  to  be  disregard- 
ed^ or  treated  with  lightness,  since  many  of  those  which  have 
predicted  death  have  been  awfully  realized,  as  we  have  often 
heard  related.  Whatever  of  the  kind  which  is  not  in  direct 
opposition  to  Divine  revelation,  but  directly  leads  to  God 
and  holiness,  may  well  be  looked  upon  as  proceeding  from 
the  Holy  Spirit,  since  nothing  can  be  considered  as  coming 
from  any  other  source  which  leads  to  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  lasting  happiness  of  the  soul.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  many  persons  have  had  one  or  more  striking  admoni- 
tions of  this  kind  in  the  course  of  their  Kves,  which  has  made 
considerable  impression  on  their  minds,  and  given  them  to 
see  the  necessity  of  living  to  Grod,  and  walking  in  his  holy 
ways. 

8.  Profusion  of  mercies. — ^The  mercies  of  God,  whether 
temporal  or  spiritual,  are  great,  numerous,  and  undeserved ; 
and  as  they  every  where  meet  the  eye,  they  are  also  well 
calculated  to  aflfect  the  heart.    <^  The  Lord  causeth  hiB  bum 
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to  arise  upon  tbo  evil  ud  the  good ;  and  aeadetti  lii«  nun 
upon  the  jittt  and  uiyafit/^  He  remembera  hia  word,  and 
aeoda  seed-tiane  aod  Ivtrvast.  He  bletaea  tbe  spriiifUig  of 
the  field  and  garden  ;  dothea  the  pastures  with  flocki,  and 
crowns  the  jear  with  his  goodness*  And  what  rich  provi^ 
aion  is  prepared  for  our  souls  I  His  safahaths  inTite  us  tp 
fiMTgiet  our  worldly  carBs  and  concerns,  and  a|q;>roacb  thi^ , 
courts  of  Jehovah,  to  sing  his  praises  in  gratefijl  harmony^ 
to  wordiip  at  his  sacred  footstool,  and  partake  of  that  rich 
repast  provided  in  his  word  &r  all  that  admire  and  love  wis-^ 
domand  truth.  Nor  is  it  on  sabbaths  alone  that  we  ase  callr 
ed  to  partake  of  his  spiritual  bounties ;  we  maj  at  all  times 
Jook  to  him,  and  from  his  fulness  '^  receive  grace  for  gnice :" 
And,  in  short,  every  part  of  the  doctrine^  iastituiions,  and 
discipline  of  the  gospel,  not  only  prepares  the  soul  for  tbf 
bright  and  blessed  visMU  of  eternity,  but  comnuiaicaloi 
power  and  sweetness  from  beginaing  to  end.  Many,*  bom 
these  and  similar  views,  have  been  coostr^aned  tocry  out  wkh 
Jacob  of  old,  ^'  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  least  of  all  the  merr 
cies,  or  of  the  truth  which  thou  hast  shewn  thy  servant  i" 
Mnd,  firom  such  views  and  acknowledgments,  have  4e¥V>ted 
themselves  to  the  service  of  <iiod.  To  these  views  of  general 
memes  must  be  added  the  many  personal  ones  which  ajpe 
diaooveved  towards  individuals.  Can  it  be  supposed  tfaa( 
when  Josqih  saw  the  way  io  which  the  Spirit  of  Wisdom  lej 
iiim,  from  the  time  thai  he  left  his  Father,  till  they  me| 
again,  Aat  he  would  not  be  compiled  from  gratitude^  to  bt 
a  holy,  iqiright  man  before  God,  and  live  to  him  alone  I 
And  could  the  glorious  manifestation  made  to  Saul,  tbe  per* 
aecotor,  &il  to  onakai^aul,  the  preacher,  a  holier,  mwe  naa^ 
lous,  and  devotad  minister  ?  Well  might  he  a&eruards  -et^ 
daiin,  in  which  exclamation  we  have  ail  cause  to  join,  O 
(he  depth,  not  only  of  the  wisdom,  but  also  of  the  meiic|r  4|f 
iiod  1     To  him  be  ghuy  for  ever. 

9.  Bodiljf  nfiicUoas^—Serhafts  jiothiifg  tends  ao  :niuoh  if 
ohew  usihe  vanityof  time  and  all  worldfy^eiya^inieats,  ni 
JMidily  pain  and  aicknesa.    We  wo  how  little  riwi^^rtioi 
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tft^  oaA  ftdminister  in  our  trouble,  and  how  Utde  (key  can 
be  trusted  to  ibr  happiiieM.  By  this  we  are  also  juhnonmh^ 
0d  to  prepare  for  an  eternal  state ;  since  p^haps  there  is  na 
^seMe  to  which  we  are  liable^  or  ^.iidier  which  we  groaa^ 
but  what  hoB  shortened  Uie  lives  pf  others,  and  brought  thea 
to  the  grave,  and  may  do  the  same  for  us.  Sickness,  fay  un- 
fitting us  fiMT  business,  or  pleasure,  so  called,  separates  ua 
llroni  the  things  whidi  engross  our  Aoaghts^-leaves  us  room 
fbr  meditation  and  reflexion — and,  by  separating  us  from  a 
thousand  ibUies  and  temptations,  affords  mn  opportunity  of 
conversing  with  ourselves,  our  Grod,  and  wiA  others  who: 
perscmaUy^  or  by  their  writings,  are  disposed  to  conrerae 
an  sidbrjects  of  the  hi^est  importance*  And  akhongh  it  haa 
a  veiy  different  eflect  on  some,  filling  diem  with  munnut- . 
ing,  fretAilne«s,  rage,  and  ill^^temper ;  yet  many  are  not  on* 
fy  instructed  tiiereby,  but  also  in  sincerity  turn  to  the  Lord. 
This  then  is  a  meMs  frequently  resorted  to  by  the  patient 
Spirit  of  It^iness^  who  well  knows  lliat  without  his  graee^ 
even  sielmess  will  4a  nothing  for  man^  whatevmr  amse  it 
may  give  him  of  his  mortality,  or  however  it  may  romiad 
him  of  his  affinity  to  the  4aift ;  therefiMTe,  at  these  times  he 
strive  ^fh  sintfcil  amii,  ^<  to  keep  back  his  aoal  from  the  pit. 
— He  iscfaaslened  also  with  pain  upon  his  bed,  and  the  mul'-^ 
^tude  ef  his  h<mes  with  strong  pain ;  so  that  Iris  life  abhev* 
reVh  bread,  nnd  his  soul  daiBty  meat :  his  Hesh  is  consumed 
arway,  that  it  cannot  be  seen  ;  and  his  bones  that  wwe  not 
eeen,  stick  out :  yea,  his  seal  drawetii  near  to  the  igrav^  and 
his  life  to  4lm  'decftrayers — he  rfiall  pray  uoto  God,  stnd  he 
#H1  be  &vourable  unto  him."  How  poor^  how  msignifi- 
cant,  and  bow  feeble  do  we  iq>peflnr  in  the  Mght  of  the  great, 
and  an<^hangeabte  Jehovdi,  according  to  our  ^im  Views,  in 
these  cit^emri^tances !  O  mi^  we  be  ever  humble  before  him, 
Afltt  our  {rflrctions  may  he^he  chastssement  of  a  4sonipaemm<» 
ateF^her,  aftd  not  the  strokes  of  an  enemy !  For  who  wider 
fl^t  cfasinpcter  ^'  knoweth  the  power  of  his  anger  ?*'  O  bm^ 
we  faither  'ptsy,  ^^'Satisfy  us  early  withthy  mercy,  tfart  we 
niiy^oiec  awdhegladallouT'^ys  I" 
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10,  PratAdtntial  interpositions* — This  world  is  full  of  dan- 
gers,  trials^  and  difficulties  ;  and  most  of  us  may  look  back 
and  see  the  many  hair-breadth  escapes  we  have  had  from 
alarming  accidents  andcleath.  When  men  have  threatened 
with  destruction^  how  often  has  the  Spirit  of  God  turned 
their  rage  into  kindness^  as  he  did  that  of  Esau ;  or  saved 
■ome  from  murderous  designs,  as  he  did  David  from  Saul — 
from  impending  ruin  in  the  time  of  war  and  tumult,  as  the 
frmished  Samsuritans  from  the  power  of  the  Syrians — from 
jpoverty,  as  the  poor  widow^  who  was  preparing  to  eat  the 
last  meal  when  Elijah  assured  her  of  the  Divine  goodness 
towards  her,  her  son  and  himself—from  captivity,  as  M anas-* 
•eh*8  reprieve  at  Babylon,  and  restoration  again  to  his 
throne ;  and  more  largely  in  saying  the  Israelites  from  the 
aame  people,  by  raising  up  Cyrus  to  befriend  them :  by  blast- 
ing tho  designs  of  proud  and  bloody  men,  and  delivering  the 
innocent,  as  Mbrdecai  and.  his  countrymen,  from  the  haughty 
and  persecuting  Ilaman — ^from  strong  and  dreadful  tempta- 
tians,  aa  the  jailor,  when  Paul  cried  out,  ^^  Do  thyself  no. 
karm,''  scattering  the  heavy ,  and  gloomy  clouds  of  melan- 
choly from  the  mind.  To  descend  to  particulars^  and  relate 
only  a  fourth  part  of  these  interpositions^  would  require  vo- 
lumes ;  to  which  may  be  added,  the  many  remarkable  an- 
awers  given  to  prayer :  all  which  things  are  well  calculated 
to  increase  our  confidence  in  God,  and  lead  us  to  love  and 
fear  him.  It  was  by  the  Spirit  that  miracles  and  mighty 
aigns  ware  performed  of  old  :  and  these  miraculous  interpo- 
aitions,-  in  whatever  way  they  appear,  from  fire,  water,  damp, 
auSbcation^  fiills,  want,  storm^,  falling  bodies,  &c.  &c.  may 
justly  be  ascribed  to  the  same  ommipotent  power. 

11.  Poverty  and  necessitous  circumstcmces. — ^The  many  de- 
lusions attendant  on  riches  and  prosperity,  render  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  for  the  rich,  great,  and  honourable  to  enter 
the  kingdom  of  God.  Pride,  fulness  of  bread^  and  abun- 
dance of  idleness,  unfit  the  mind  for  either  the  reception  or 
the  practice  of  real  Christianity.  Poverty,  on  the  other  hand, 
though  it  also  has  its  snares,  yet,  not  being  attended  with 
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ndi  dmgenvi  ooev  avriclies  a^ei  it  is  more  accessible  t 
^4#  i|o^  liniviiig  apicli  a  pf p^^ioi^  (^  comforts  from  the  worldy 
1^  ^o^  d|8pq«04  ^  £1^  the^p  ^om  al^ve.  Tbe  false  notipxif 
I^n4  i|ii(!^fii|a  of  tlijs  great,  trouble  not  the  ppop* ;  and  not  hem 
Sng  t)ie  s^bjj^fc^of  honourable  ^ttention^  they  are*  the  more 
£*9e  tp  attend  tp  the  thipgs  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  are  lesy 
afre<;t^  by  |iief]finderou8  tongues  of  persecutory.  The  Lord 
Dia^h  pooTy  tu^d  declares  that  the.  poor  shall  never  cease 
o^t  of  the  lai^d ;  bif  t  he  has  engaged  to  hear  the  poor  an4 
ff^dy  Fb^A  they  cry  unto  htm,  and  to  deliver  them.  Thui 
they  are  kindly  Remembered  by  bim ;  and  if,  in  obedience  to 
Jiis  will,  they  receive  the  trutii  so  freely  declared  to  them^ 
Ihey  will  be  made  rich  in  faith,  and  beirs  of  that  kin^doro^ 
.]irhere  they  will  praise  hiip  for  all  the  troubles  which,  through 
the  Spirit  of  grace,  tended  to  humble  than,  and  instructed 
^em  in  the  lessons  of  pnioe  and  contentment.  Thus,  to  usf 
p.  scripture  metaphor,  ^^  Though  they  have  lain  among  the 
l^ots,"  (in  the  most  despicable  situation)  yet,  by  Diving 
l^race,  ^^  they  shall  be  as  the  wings  of  a  dove  covered  wit]^ 
aiiver,  and  her  feathers  of  yellow  gold,"  greatly  exalted. 
„  12.  Tke  prayers  of  others. — Many  great  and  precious  pror 
inises  are  made  to  prayo* ;  and  '^  the  effectual,  fervent  prayer^ 
of  a  righteous  man  availeth  much"  with  God.  Abraham  pre? 
yai^d  for  Ishmael,  j^nd  probably  for  Lot  and  his  &mily;  for 
|t  is  observed  that  when  God  destroyed  in&mous  Sodom,  hf 
reoMBbcrcd  Abrajiam,  and  sent  Lot  out  of  th^  overthrojHr. 
lifo^es  prevailed  for  the  Israelites,  and  obtained  pardon  and 
me^cy  for  them :  and  Elijah  afterwards  had  power  with  God^' 
Imd  broi^ht  fire  from  heaven,  which,  consuming  the  sacri* 
fice«  brought  back  the  nation  from  idolatry  to  the  profession 
of  ^he  true  reljigion  ;  and  then  obtiained  by  his  earnest  andi 
^poflunate  cries,  after  fi  long  drought,  a  most  plentiful  rain* 
We  ajne  fp  repeatedly  called  upon  to  pray  for  others,  that  it 
^juost'not  .oi^ly  be  ^iccepjtable  ^  God  wjien  we  do  it,  but  eflS« 
cacip^  b1i^»  *  We  often  hear  of  .very  extraordinary  conver- 
tions  .ijritjioiit  the  i|ise  of  e^cternal  means ;  or,  if  means  are 
1®^  l^mVx^^  %^r  littleness  or  cofl^monaess^  not 
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likely  to  produce  the  effects  that  arise  from  them  :  the  sight 
of  a  corpse,  the  tolling  of  a  bell,  a  sudden  thought  of  their 
immortality,  a  word  solemnly  spoken,  a  glance  at  eternal 
things,  a  sight  of  Christ's  sufferings,  a  reproof  for  «n,  i 
stroke  of  conscience,  and  such  like  means  :  and  it  will  fre* 
quently  be  found  that  such  persons  had,>or  haye  praying  re- 
latives,  who  have  almost  incessantly  been  praying  for  thena 
by  name,  or  for  them  as  their  kindred.  It  is  the  Spirit  of 
grace  and  supplication  who  inspires  these  benevolent  de- 
sires in  those  in  whom  he  dwells  ;  and  he  takes  pleasure  in 
fulfilling  the  desires  of  such  as  fear  him;  and  he  will  hear, 
and  will  not  deny  them  the  request  of  their  lips.  The  pro* 
mise  of  the  Spirit  is  to  us  and  our  children.  Parents  should 
plead  with  God  that  such  a  declaration  might  be  verified  in 
their  offspring,  and  especially  when  the  word  says,  '^  If  any 
man  see  his  brother  sin  a  sin  which  is  not  unto  death,  he  shaU 
ask,  and  he  shall  give  him  life  for  them  that  sin  not  unto 
death."  Now,  if  it  should  be  objected  that  the  apostle  is 
speaking  of  recovery  from  dangerous  illnesses,  and  not  of  the 
salvation  of  the  soul,  I  answer,  deliverance  from  death  mirf 
include  salvation  from  sin;  for  St.  James  says,  ''The  prayer 
of  faith  shall  save  the  sicV,  and  the  Lord  shall  raise  him  up ; 
and  if  he  have  committed  sins,  they  shall  be  forgiven  him.'* 
This  affords  great  encouragement  for  us  to  continue  to  in- 
tercede in  behalf  of  all  those  we  love,  or  who  are  brought 
to  our  remembrance,  and  whose  salvation  we  desire. 

13.  The  mimstrtf  6f  angels. — These  kind  intellectual  be- 
ings are  said  to  guide  us  in  our  providential  way,  Gen. 
xxiv.  7 ;  to  deliver  us  in  imminent  danger,  Dan.  iii.  28,  vi.  S2; 
To  come  on  errands  of  love,  Luke  i.  86 ;  and  messages  of 
grace,  Zech.  iii.  S;  and  of  great  joy,  Luke  ii.  10:  and,  in  the 
Revelation,  angels  are  represented  as  taking  a  very  active 
part  in  the  affairs  of  the  church  ;  as  opposing  evil  angels^ 
Jude  9;  they  strive  to  acquaint  themselves  wi^  the  mystery 
of  our  redemption,  1  Peter  i.  12 ;  ministered  to  our  Living 
Ilead  while  tabernacling  below,  Matthew  iv.  1 1 ;  -strength^ 
ened  his  body  in  his  overwhelming  ag&nyr  Lukci  zxii;  43 ; 
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appeared  at  his  tomb,  J4>liii  xx.  13 ;  and  by  a  single  request 
he  could  have  legions  of  them  to  prevent  his  going  there, ' . 
|tfatt.  xxvi.  53 ;  their  whole  company  will  attend  him  when 
he  comes  to  judge  the  world,  and  will  be  the  executioners' 
of  his  wiU  in  that  day,  towards  both  good  and  bad,  Matt* 
zxv.  31,  xiii.  39 ;  tiiey  are  the  guardians  of  children,  Matt, 
xviii.  10 ;  they  carry  the  departed  spirits  of  holy  persons 
into  heaven,  Luke  xvi.  22 ;  rejoice  at  the  conversion  of  sin* 
ners,  Luke  xv.  19;  and  they  minister  to  the  heirs  of  salva- 
tion, Heb.  i.  14,  &c.  &c.  Since  they,  are  thus  about  our  per- 
sons, perform  for  us  so  many  acts  of  kindness,  take  so  much  « 
pleasure  in  our  happiness,  are  so  attentive  to  oiir  Master's,; 
)vill,  and  are  employed  by  him  in  what  concerns  us  on  such 
numerous  occasions,  it  is  highly  probable  that  they  are  com* 
missioned  by  the  Divine  Spirit  to  assist  in  the  conversion  of 
sinners,  or  in  matters  connected  with  it ;  especially,  as  we 
read  of  one  opening  the  doors  of  the  prison  where  the  apos- 
tles were  confined,  and  bidding  them  go  stand  and  speak  in 
the  temple  the  words  of  this  lifsy  Acts  v.  19,  20 ;  of  another 
•ending;  Philip  to  preachtp  the  Eunuch,  Acts  viii.  26  ;  and 
of  a  third  who  was  sent  of  Grod  to  warn  Cornelius  to  send 
for  Peter,  that  he  and  his  might  hear  the  gospel  and  be 
saved,  Acts  x.  S2. 

14.  Naiional  calamUies^  or  those  of  individuals. — God,  as 
the  righteous  governor  of  the  nations,  has  his  eye  continually 
on  the  sons  of  men ;  and  though,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the 
word,  both  rewards  and  punishments  belong  to  a  future 
state,' yet  something  of  the  kind  is  always  discovering  it- 
self either  in  naiions,  communities,  fiunilies,  or  individuals. 
What  surprising  revolutions  take  place  in  the  world,  which 
keep  nations,  in  a  state  of  warfare  and  contention  for  years 
together ;  and  these  are  scarcely  settled  when  they  are  suc- 
ceeded by  others  still  more  extraordinary.  But,  Oh,  the 
Bimiber  of  ungodly  men  that  are  cut  down  by  these  means, 
and  hnnied  into  eternity !  Besides,  what  a  train  of  evils 
are  connected  with  these  political  convulsions — what  ri^es 
SBdAdb  of  fimilies  and  private  p ersons-^what  sorrow  and 
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Mje^islb  ^readlbemselves  liroiiiid — a«d  wfiat  eVil,  in  ft  libtt*^ 
iand  shapes,  afflicts  or  crurfies  mnltitiidefl  nrinoUeed  %p«(blte 
Joiiniab  1  Manj,  irofn  sulijeets  and  ctreumfttances  Ifte  iheaei 
kre  made  to  tremble  before  the  God  of  heaven ;  aii8,  While 
•^  his  judgments  are  abroad  in  the  ^arth,  the  inbirbitattte  Vt 
the  world  learil  righteonsneto/*     And  tfce  cases  of  partiic^ 
lar  persons,  hoii^ever  shocking  in  themselves,  have  their  tM 
ahiong  men ;  as  that  of  Herod,  who,  (or  reoeiViilg  tlie  Uaa* 
ph^mouB  flattery  of  those  about  him,  wii#  strlick  b  j  an  ang^l^ 
and  eaien  up  of  worms ;  tliat  of  AnAaiiias  and  hts-Wife,  fkh6 
Were  struck  by  sudden  death  for  lyiti|^  to  the  Holy  GbMti 
ind  of  Elymas,  the  sorcerer,  who  was  struck  VHi&d-foir  oppoa# 
inj^  the  gospel :  to  which  may  be  added  retrihiltive  ja8lioe( 
where  God  causes  the  trap  laid  for  andtHer's  ftet  tb  previa  a 
toare  to  the  person  who  laid  it,  or  tb  bring  to  light  matty  dt 
the  hlddbn  works  of  dariiness,  and  cause  pelfeiratora  of  hor» 
Hd  t:rrmes  to  meet,  from  (he  hands  of  pliblib  Juntifea^  tlie^jttt 
isewarddf  their  villainies  and  cruelty.  Tilese  scenes  Joat  hiat^ 
ed  at  (and  many  others  misht  be  givM)  dfteii  ttiake  daip  ini^ 
pressions  on  the  minds  of  men,  througfh  tittt  Spirit  vrllft 
Strives  in  every  way  consistent  with  dieeqliity  of  the  Divifta 
^verntnent,  and  covenant  of  grkce^  to  birifig  fiiadiaobedienl 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  just.    This  is  one  of  thechiaf  usea  oT 
discipline  both  in  civil  anfl  religlMB  abeift^ty^  that  the  pec^I« 
ibay  hear  and  fear,  and  do  tto  more  prestuttptnomljr)  wlieii 
Ihey  observe  what  is  inflicted  upon  (^era.    Who  tfuat  aver 
attended  a.  court  of  justice,  when  iSk&  judge  passed  tliA  ao* 
lemn  sentence  of  death  upon  a  mlunderer,  fcoeoB|kuned  by 
pertinent  remarks  on  the  greatness  of  ihb  bime,  the  short 
time  he  had  to  live,  and  the  necestity  of  apfdyiog  to  the 
throne  of  mercy,  to  avoid  a  worse  death  thiai  that  about  Id 
be  inflicted  by  the  sentence  of  the  law,  but  liia  feU  his  soul 
forming  new  resolutions  to  avoid  evil^  and  lead,  at  l^ast,  • 
virtuous  life  ?    By  these  seasonable  fears  modi  evil  ia  pre^ 
vented,  pious  detemiinatiotts  are  bribed,  and  society  is  be* 
nefited. 
1 S.  Dtidh  offrienJb  arid  af{iMMiAiMCCi.~In  whataavtc  tkm^ 


d*  at  wiutU¥»  time  dMlb  feiilM  odr  dweHliigBj  it  is  tbl^titf^ 
^Md,  in.Uie  g6ii4»TOlitj  of  teaees,  t^s^ft  a  hdtis^of  tnourtiitt^i 
«fid  did  Hifc  8urvi«<Hf8  know,  that  tbo«i^1i  thfe  ^tetmee  of  dtetfa 
il  dbky^d,  it  will  finally  be  paAsiMl  upon  th^in^  it  lb  vnii^ 
*  ttine  of  eerious  reflexion.  Numerous  initaneeb  JiaYo  M^ 
curred,  in  which  children,  who  have  disregarded  the  lidme- 
nlttoiid  of  their  |>iou8  parents,  have,  on  their  removal  to  a 
Wdrld  of  spirits^  devoted  their  flitore  lives  to  the  8ervi<$e  Of 
Qod  t  and  many  parents,  on  the  loss  of  their  bdoved  oil^ 
epriBf,  have  had  eternity  so  presented  to  ih^ir  viewj  as  t5 
liefin  and  seek  the  Lord ;  that,  as  their  children  mast  not 
t«tura,  .they  might  go  to  them.  The  fiiithfttl  exhcrirtatioiil 
ittid  warnings  firom  the  pale,  quivering  lips  of  dying  fri^Ads} 
Itateoilen  had  a  lasting  effect  on  their  sorrowing  relatives) 
acquaintances,  and  enquiring  neighbours ;  and  their  pray 
en  hwre  seemed  to  be  answered  in  them  almost  to  soon  ail 
Mkred.  While  others  who  treated  true  j>iety  with  lights 
aess,  or  even  contempt,  have  been  constrained  io  try  Otti 
sHUi  the  covetous  pn^het,  ^'  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the 
rightbous,  and  let  my  bst  end  be  like  his."  Hence  the  Holy 
Spirit  informs  us  that  ^^  it  is  better  to  go  to  the  house  of 
AboMing  than  to  the  house  of  mirth  e  for  that  is  the  end  of 
allmen,  and  the  living  will  Jay  it  to  heart"  How  affecting^ 
and  what  a  cure  for  vanity  is  death !  Behold  this  day-eoU 
iorpse — the  vital  moti<ms  have  ceased-H&ll  is  still  and  silent 
<s-4t  i^  dressed  in  the  livery  of  death,  and  placed  in  its  long 
aMtnaiTow  carriage — the  bearers  are  ready — the  moamerA 
collected — ^the  slight  repast  is  served — ^weeping  friends  are 
taking  their  last  loofc-*^  undertaker  waits  to  complete  hil 
fhirk !  While  he  is  doing  it,  and  before  the  dust  returns  to 
the  dikst,  let  us  reflect :  Was  the  deceased  noUy  descend* 
ed,  pibosperotts,  rich,  unfor^nate,  illiterate,  leairilad  ?  Nb 
mattep-4ie  is  gone.  Death  la  the  lot  of  alL  He  lived,  ha 
dibd,  belong  alike  to  the  prince  and  die  beggar^  What  have 
W6  ttsen  to  do,  but  to  improve  the  passing  moment,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  in  fearing  liim,  and  in  keeping  his  conmnuid'* 

WHrtiZ  For  thisUthawJ^  of  man,  and  this  ^lonewiU 
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Ibriii^  us  t>eaoe  at  the  kst  May  the  nttmbets  ammally  fidl« 
ing  around  us,  like  leaves  in  autumii,  and  especially  when 
death  breaks  into  the  circle  of  our  friends,  remind  us  of  our 
own  decay,  and  of  that  hour  when  the  same  rites  will  be 
performed  for  us,  as  have  been  performed  for  those  who 
have  been  removed  before  us ! 

16.  Deep  convictions. — The  Spirit  of  God  was  promised  to 
men,  a,mong  other  titles,  under  that  of  a  reprover.  He 
shall  re{M'ove  or  convince  the  world  of  sin,  of  righteous- 
ness,  and  of  judgment.  In  convincing  of  sin,  he  was  paor- 
ticularly  to  reprove  their  unbelief;  yet,  it  is  not  this  alone 
that  he  charges  home  upon  the  sinner;  he  often,  in  th« 
midst  of  his  pleasures  and  vanity,  causes  him  to  sigh  from  a 
cutting  sense  of  his  felly  and  madness,  reminds  him  of  the 
suddenness  of  death,  and  the  sad  consequences  of  dying  in 
his  present  state,  shews  him  the  emptiness  of  all  his  joysy 
and  bids  him  not  spend  his  ^^  money  for  that  which  is  no| 
bread,  and  his  labour  for  that  which  satisfieth  not."  Whil* 
Buddng  his  remarks  on  religions  characters,  or  joining  in 
the  unkind  ones  made  by  others,  how  often  does  this  long« 
snffiering  and  patient  Spirit  smite  him,  and  inspire  desires  to 
be  like  them.  His  divine  rays  penetrate  the  darkness  which 
the  sinner  loves,  and  cause  deep  remorse  after  the  commissi 
sion  of  sin,  or  yielding  himself  up  to  the  power  of  pride,  pas« 
•ion,  and  desire ;  so  that  he  is  ready  to  say,  '^  that  which  I 
do,  I  allow  not :  for  what  I  would,  that  do  I  not ;  but  what 
i  hate,  that  do  I."  Thus  discovering  to  sinners  that  they  are- 
no  better  than  slaves  under  a  tyrannical  lord,  and  Uiat  nei- 
ther their  principles  nor  practices  will  bear  the  light.  When 
they  are  alarmed,  and  begin  to  think  of  doing  some  good, 
and  p^orming  some  religious  duties,  that  they  may  have  a 
right  to  heaven,  he  shews  them  that  nothing  but  the  full  sur- 
render of  the  heart  will  be  accepted.  They  strive  in  their  own 
strength,  resolve  and  re-resolve, but  still  commit  sin;  and  the 
more  they  sin,  the  more  anguish  follows  it,  till  every  mjoy- 
ment  becomes  embittered  ^to  them,  and  they  are  ready  te 
think  they  shall  never  be  better.  In  reproving  of  i%hteottii* 
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aess,  he  shews  the  perfect  and  sufficient  atonement  of  ChrbC^ 
and  of  its  being  accepted,  by  his  ascension  to  heaven  ; 
that  our  righteousness  is.  imperfect ;  that  we  must  be  par* 
doned  through  faith  in  Christ ;  and  makes  this  clearly  appear^ 
by  shewing  the  flaws,  defects,  and  wanderings  of  our  best 
performances :  and  we  are  made  to  feel  this  keenly  on  sudden 
dangers,  sickness,  or  the  fear  of  death.  He  also  cHuses  sin- 
ners  to  dread  the  judgment  of  God,  sets  forth  before  them 
eternity  in  its  two-fold  state,  makes  their  flesh  tremble  at 
the  view,  and  with  the  dread  of  ^'  dwelling  with  everlasting 
Iburnings." 

Thus,  in  various  ways,  the  Eternal  Spirit  strives  with  men^ 
•discovering  to  them  their  disease,  and  pointing  out  the  re- 
medy. And  what  must  we  infer  firom  this,  but  that  the  8tat» 
.of  man  is  truly  bad,  to  require  so  many  means  to  check  our 
evil  propensities — ^to  convince  us  of  our  folly  and  danger — 
to  rescue  us  from  the  snares  of  the  devil — to  make  sin  loath* 
9ome  to  us — ^to  lead  us  in  the  paths  of  righteousness— 4o 
draw  forth  our  gratitude  and  love  to  God — ^to  pause  us  to 
delight  in  holiness — and  to  rais#  us  to  that  communion  with 
the  Father  and  the  Son  which  alone  can  prepare  us  for  eter- 
nal life  ?  Sin  is  a  deep-rooted,  obstinate,  and  wide-spreadi- 
ing  evil ;  and  can.  only,  be  destroyed  by  Divine  power* 
Much  has  been  done  for  its  destruction,  and  whoever  availa 
himself  of  the  helps  prepared,  and  takes  the.  true  scriptural 
.method,  will  be  enabled  from  his  own  experience  to  declare 
that,  he  whom  the  Son  makes  free,  is  free  indeed;  and 
that|  ^^  where  the  Spirit,  of  the  Lord  .is,  there  is  liber^.  ^   , 
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•IKS   AG  A I  VST  THE  eO«FBIi« 

Igumpnct* —  Unbelief, — Ttijling  and  licentiousness. — 'Hjfpth 
crifijf. — JV^rldfy  qririL — Erroneous  opinions. 

4 

Having  in  the  last  two  chapters  taken  occasion  to  shew  ho# 
great  an  evil  sin  must  be  in  the  sight  of  God,  to  require  sncli 
extraordinary  undertakings  and  means  for  its  detection,  ex* 
piation,  apd  destruction,  I  intend  now  to  shew  its  aggrava- 
tions, by  the  opposition  it  makes  to  the  merdiul  designs  df 
*Ood  in  the  gospel.  For  the  great  love  wherewith  we  hav^ 
%een  loved,  and  the  displays  of  the  Divine  goodness,  w6 
should  love  in  return  ;  receive  with  all  thankflilness  the  oi^ 
t^rs  of  mercy,  and  gladly  avail  ourselves  of  every  hA^ 
afforded  us,  till  we  shall  Imve  oflered  to  him  the  purest  lov^, 
atid'diQ  most  constant  and  cheerful  obedience.  But,  alai^, 
while  the  meaner  creatures  tct  in  subserviency  to  the  purpo^ 
ses  of  Heaven,  we^  sinful  rebels,  though  purchased  by 
^'  blood  divine,**  are  perversely  and  perpetually  leagued  with 
tlie  powers  of  dailuiess,  to  oppose  his  righteous  judgments 
and  his  most  equi^bte  government !  It  would  be  a  difficult 
matter  fiilly  to  describe  the  various  oppositions  the  gospdl 
meets  with,  not  only  from  those  nations  who  deny  its  autha« 
rity,  and  reject  its  precepts ;  but  from  those  who  gloiy  ih 
the  possession  of  it,  and  make  their  boast  of  the  cKristia^ 
name.  I  have,  however,  selected  a  ferw  of  the  principal 
ones ;  and  the  first  I  shall  notice  is 

IGNORANCE. 

Bv  ignorance  I  would  be  understood  as  meaning  hot  that 
which  is  unavoidable,  but  wilful;  which  arises  from  a  hatred' 
mnd  disregard  to  Divine  truth,  through  carelessness,  preju« 
dice,  a  bad  education,  the  lov^  of  sin,  or  such  like  causes  ; 
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<»  firom  neglecting  to  improve  our  minds  in  Divine  know* 
ledge,  when  we  are  favoured  with  opportunities,  through 
lightness,  delays,  and  forgetfiilness. 

How  great  an  evil  this  is  iji  the  sight  of  God  maj  be  ga- 
thered from  the  prophet's  declaration  :  ^^  Thou  hast  heard, 
O  my  soul,  the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  and  the  alarm  of  war  I 
Destruction  upon  destruction  is  cried — ^For  my  people  are 
foolish/  they  have  not  known  me;  they  are  sottish  children, 
and  they  have  none  understanding :  they  are  wise  to  do  evil; 
but  to  do  good  they  have  no  knowledge. ^^  And  for  this  igno- 
rance heavy  judgments  are  threatened,  Jer.  iv.  19,  &c.  And 
why  was  the  Lord  so  displeased  with  this  people  ?  Was.it 
not  because  he  had  provided  by  his  word,  priests,  prophets, 
and  ordinances,  the  means  of  Divine  knowledge;  and  had 
strictly  eiy  oined  parents  also  to  instruct  their  children  in  his 
precepts  ?  Had  they  any  reason  to  suppose  that^  on  their 
rejecting  the  means  appointed,  he  would  instruct  them  mira- 
culously, by  the  immediate  inspiration  of  his  Spirit,  or  by  the 
ministry  of  angels  ?  It  certainly  would  have  been  highly 
reprehensible  in  them  to  have  indulged  such  an  expectation. 
The  psalnpst  enquires,  ^^  What  man  is  he  that  feareth  the 
JjQftdf  Him  shall  he  teach  in  the  way  that  he  shall  choose.'* 
And,  ^^  the  meek  will  he  teach  his  way."  Such  may  look  to 
be  led  in  the  right  and  good  way,  but  not  the  perverse.  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  understood  here  as  though  I  thought  the  first 
saving  light  did  not  come  fix>m  God,  being  fully,  assumed 
that  it  does ;  for  the  ^  light  shineth  in  the  darkness,  when  the 
darkness  comprehendeth  it  not  ;*  and,  it  is  ^  in  his  light  that 
we  see  light :'  but  I  mean,  that  unless  this  talent  be  used  ac- 
cording, to  the  intention  of  the  giver,  we  have  no  reason  to 
expect  an  increase.  To  close  the  eyes,  and  shut  the  ears 
against  God,  is  highly  provoking;  and  we  shall  do  well, 
^^ while  we  have  the  light,  to  walk  in  the  light;  for  he  that 
walheth  in  darkness  knoweth  not  whither  he  goeth."  But 
to  proceed: 

The  truths  of  the  New  Testament  are  closely  connected 
mthj  anil  fonti^  apoA  the.  Old;  that  is,  on  the  general  prin^ 
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ciplf,  that  there  is  a  Ch>d,  infinitely  wise,  just  and  good ; 
who  made,  supports,  sustains,  and  governs  all  things ;  and 
who  will  ultimately  judge  his  rational  creatures,  assigning 
that  state  for  each,  which  belongs  to  his  disposition ;  and 
those  rewards  or  punishments,  which  each  will  be  entitled  to, 
according  to  bis  true  character,  on  the  day  of  trial.  Now, 
adtnittingthat  there  is  some  general  knowledge  of  these  things 
among  men,  it  is  little  valued,  remarkably  superficial,  sel- 
dom reasoned  upon,  and  consequently  unproductive  of  the 
fruits  c^  righteousness.  How  many  years  do  multitudes 
spend  in  the  world,  surrounded  as  tbe^  are  by  the  wooder- 
fbl  works  of  God  in  nature,  without  being  affected  by  them, 
or  acknowledging  bis  power  and  wisdom ;  who  are  fed  and 
preserved  by  his  hand,  without  regarding  it ;  who  have  the 
scriptures,  without  reading  and  meditating  upon  them ;  who 
have  sabbaths  and  ordinances,  without  attending  tbem;  and 
who  profess  to  believe  in  God,  without  worshipping,  him  I 
Is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  such  persons  remain  ignoraot  of 
Qod — that  they  are  strangers  to  the  covenant  of  promise  ? 
It  would  be  veiy  strange  if  they  were  not.  How  foolish  it 
would  seem  for  persons  to  enter  upon  any  business  of  which 
they  were  ignorant,  (v  concerning  which  they  had  vaj  slight- 
ly informed  themselves !  What  probability  would  there  be  of 
succeeding  in  such  attempts  i  In  general  it  requires  yean  to 
learn  the  principles  of  trade,  commerce,  and  the  liberal  sci- 
ences ;  and  close  application  and  experience  are  required  to 
form  the  complete  tradesman,  the  skilfid  pleaderor  politician, 
and  the  cantious  merchant.  Are,  then,  the  things  of  theworld 
of  greater  importance  than  the  things  of  God?  Are  the  in- 
terests of  the  body  greater  than  those  of  the  soul  1  Is  there 
Rinra  ififlipn]ty  in  learning  the  various  businesses  of  life,  to 
immonest  capacities  are  adequate,  than  in  under- 
t  mysteries  of  the  kingdom  of  Grod  t  As  woridly 
m  not  attainable  without  labour,  so  neither  is  di- 
many  act  as  though  the  knowledge  of  religion 
nportance,  as  if  formal  worship  were  quitesuBici- 
ifecUv^  morality  all  the  hoUnaai  it  enjoinsj  and  all 
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bejond  tliis  they  regard  as  entliusiasiii,  and  tending  to  dis^* 
traction.  Such  is  the  wisdom  of  many  modern  christians ! 
What  is  a  state  of  mind  like  this  to  produce  ?  Much  the 
aame  kind  of  fruit  it  has  always  produced.  It  was  having  the 
understanding  darkenedy  and  because  of  blindness  of  hearty 
that  the  Gentiles  were  ^^  alienated  from  the  life  of  God,  and 
walked  in  the  vanity  of  their  mind;"  became  ^^past  feeling/* 
and  gave  themselves  over  to  the  greatest  abominations,  fol- 
lowing all  kinds  of  ^^  iniquity  with  greediness;."  and  much  ot 
the  wickedness  of  the  present  day  arises  from  the  same  cause. 

It  was  losing  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God  that  introduc- 
ed the  worship  of  idols,  and  all  the  crimes  connected  with,  or 
flowing  fit>m  it.  This  the  apostle  hints  at  in  speaking  to  the 
Athenians,  observing  that  at  the  times  of  that  ignorance  God 
winked — comparatively  shut  his  eyes  at  their  follies  till  the 
gospel  was  proclaimed :  and  what  gives  rise  to  a  thousand 
follies,  fiishions,  amusements,  and  scenes  of  dissipation 
amongst  christians,  so  called,  in  our  day  r  What  is  it  but  ig- 
norance of  God  ?  Who  that  knows  him  would  be  found  in 
such  company;  or  that  knows  his  will,  that  would  not  blush 
end  be  ashamed  to  be  seen  in  such  irreligious  pursuits,  and 
at  such  time-devouring  diversions  ? 

Ignorance  of  God  is  also  the  fruitfrd  source  of  many  fool- 
ish apd  hurtful  desires,  1  Pet.  i.  14 ;  for  if  the  affections  be 
not  placed  on  the  supreme  good,  they  will  go  after  un- 
lawful objects,  or  objects  which  become  unlawful  to  them  by 
being  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  Divine  favour.  And  what 
is  there  so  vile,  filthy,  or  execrable  that  is  not  followed,  or 
would  not  be  followed,  if  the  fear  of  human  laws  did  not  re- 
strain men?  The  blessings  of  God^s  kingdom  are  not 
sought,  because  they  are  unknown:  yet  peace  and  content- 
ment of  mind  must  be  had  some  where ;  and,  after  many  fruit- 
less enquiries,  in  a  sinful  course,  they  are  made  to  feel  that 
^^all  is  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit." 

It  is  this  disobedience  to  light  which  led  the  Jewish  rulers 
to  .oppose  with  so  much  envy  and  malevolence,  ^^  the  Holy 
One  and  the  Just ;"  to  kill  <<  the  Prince  of  Life,"  and  to  prefer 
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to  him  a  seditious  murderer :  and  St.  Pftiil  ascribes  all  hir 
cruel  and  horrid  persecution  to  the  darkness  of  his  mind:  ^<  I 
did  it  (says  he)  ignorantlj;'*  and  St.  John  observes,  ^^The 
world  knoweth  us  not,  because  it  knew  him  not."  If  we 
know  not  Gpd,  and  are  strangers  to  his  work,  we  shall  not 
acknowledge  his  image  in  his  children,  nor  respect  his  grace; 
and  since  their  spirit  and  manner  differ  so  widely  from  our's, 
we  shall  either  look  upon  them  with  contempt  and  pity,  or 
oppose  and  persecute  them  under  various  pretences. 

This  ignorance  leads  to  hardness  of  heart,  contempt  of  ihe 
gospel,  and  inattention  to  the  strivings  of  the  Spirit,  which 
are  ascribed  to  wrong  causes,  if  not  to  diabolic,  yet  veiy  fre* 
quently  to  mere  natural  ones ;  and  a  brutal  behaviour,  or  a 
hypocritically  polite  one,  are  usually  connected  vrith  it,  ex- 
.  posing  them  to  the  Divine  displeasure.  ^^  For  this  is  the  con* 
demnation,  that  light  is  come  into  the  world,  and  men  lore 
darkness  rather  than  light,  because  their  deeds  are  evil.  For 
every  one  that  doeth  evil,  hateth  the  light,,  neither  cometh 
to  the  light,  lest  his  deeds  should  be  reproved." 

This  ignorance  is  greatly  promoted  by  the  powers  of  dark- 
ness :  ^  The  god  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them 
that  believe  not,  lest  the  light  of  the  glorious  gospel  of  Christ 
—should  shine  unto  them."  lie  well  knows  that  this  is  the 
,  way  to  keep  them  strangers  to  the  true  God — ^to  prevent  their 
real  happiness^— to  lead  them  into  error,  confusion,  and  judi- 
cial blindness — ^to  promote  the  increase  of  ^^  the  unfruitful 
works  of  darkness" — to  make  them  commit  such  things  of 
which,  as  the  apostle  observes,  <<  it  is  a  shame  to  speak" — 
and,  in  a  word,  to  lead  them  blindfold  to  the  pit  of  destruc- 
tion. Did  this  light  shine  and  discover  their  true  situation, 
they  would  probably  forsake  his  service  ;  but  while  they  are 
kept  in  the  dark,  and,  what  .is  worse,  are  ^^  willingly  igno« 
rant,"  there  is  no  danger  of  his  loss  of  subjects. 

There  may  be  a  considerable  .degree  of  Divine  light  com- 
municated to  the  mind,  which  may  be  so  disregarded,  or  re- 
sisted, as  not  to  produce  any  salutary  eifects.  Thare  are 
many  in  a  backslicKng  state^  who  still  understand  much  of 
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the  wajTs  audi  will  of  God,  but  whose  helirts  teaoAti  harden* 
ed  or  greatly  depressed;  and  it  is  a  certain  truth,  and  nol 
easily  controverted,  that  such  as  continue  ^^the  children  of 
night  and  of  darkness*'  will  do  evil — ^will  diew  themselves 
**  enemies  to  God  by  wicked  works." 

That  I  may  not  be  considered  as  speaking  in  on  unguard*- 
ed  manner  of  this  light  or  knowledge,  which  is  of^KNied  hf^ 
sinful  men,  I  would  observe  that,  as  finite  beings,  we  hav^ 
neither  ability  nor  opportunity  afforded  us  to  cohipriebend 
Jehovah,  or  ^^  find  him  out  to  perfection.''    We  can  know  no*, 
thing  of  him  for  certainty,  except  what  he  has  himself  mani-^* 
fested  in  his  works,  or  revealed  in  his  word.    These  are^i 
therefore,  the  subjects  to  which  we  should  confine  ourselves  y 
and  to  know  these  important  subjects  is  real  honour  to  oun 
nature,  and  leads  to  happiness ;  it  enables  us  to  glorify  him 
aright,  and,  during  our  short  abode  on  earth,  to  be  usefol  to 
our  fellow-creatures.    This  ought  to  be  the  chief  business  of 
every  child  of  man ;  and  to  neglect  the  knowledge  whick 
produces  such  excellent  eflfects,  is  to  sin  against  God.    He 
has  repeatedly  marked  with  his  disapprobation  persons  who 
have  refused  the  means  of  instruction  and  true  wisdom^  as 
subversive  of  his  gracious  designs,  who  is  ^'not  willing  that 
any  should  perish,  but  that  all  should  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth."    To  reject  the  counsel  of  Grod,  and  his  merd^ 
fol  reproofi,  is  to  expose  ourselves  to  destruction.    Read 
Prov.  i.  19—32.    Let  us,  then,  dwell  a  little  upon  what  he 
has  revealed  of  himself  in  his  word  ^  that  is,  let  us  fix  our 
attention  on  the  nature  of  Christianity,  what  all  that  call 
themselves  christians,  at  least,  ought  to  be  well  acquainted 
with :  though  we  shall  find  that  there  are  great  numbers 
who  misti|ke  its  design,  misunderstand  its  principles,  oppose 
its  precepts,  and  will  not  submit  to  its  authority. 

Christianity  is  the  means  appointed  by  infinite  Wisdom 
for  the  cure  of  all  our  evils — ^its  essence  is  love — and  its  de» 
sign  is  to  raise  man  to  his  pristine  gloiy,  and  fix  him  unal* 
terably  in  a  state  of  eternal  happiness.  Well  might  that 
bright  messenger  Stom  heaven^  who  brought  the  news  of  its 
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Aiitbor'(i  appemjaace  in  our  world,  say  to  the  listening  shep* 
herds,  ^^  Behold,  I  bring  jou  good  tidings,  of  great  joj  i" 
Great  joy,  indeed,  did  man,  as  be  ought,  pursue  hb  true . 
interests*  L^t  us  Wff  look  around  and  see  who  is  rejoicing 
at  the  news — ^who  is  eagerly  following  after  the  inestimable, 
bitessing  I  Who?  There  are,  it  must  be  confessed,  a  few ; 
but  the  generality  either  have  not  heard  the  news,  or  have 
Bsisunderstood  it,  or  imagine  they  have  discovered  something 
equal  in  value,  or  even  of  a  superior  excellence ;  or  they  put 
U  off  till  a  more  convenient  time,  or  they  cannot  be  persuad- 
ed of  its  virtues  to  effect  such  a  cure,  or  to  work  such  an 
c(xtraordinary .  work ;  for  they  make  light  of  it,  and  go  their 
ways :  one  has  made  a  purchase,  and  says,  ^'1  have  bought 
a  piece  of  ground,  and  I  must  needs  go  and  see  it;'*  anoti^er 
has  been  at  the  fair  or  market,  and  say  §, ,  ^'  I  have  bought 

'  five  y<die  of  oxen,  and  I  go  to  prove  them ;"  and  another  is. 

*  taken  up  with  attention  to  his  new-married  wife:  one 
is  gone  to  hia  &rm,  and  another  to  his  merchandize ;  and  the 
kigh  and  low^  who  have  nothing  to  do,  unite  their  pride  and 
▼ulgarity  together  to  oppose  and  ill-treat  the  persons  who 
aim  to  shew  them  the  way  of  salvi^tion.  Have  we  hot  here 
sttiBcient  proof  that  they  are  ignorant  of  it  altogether,  or 
understand  it  very  imperfectly,  or  wilfully  shut  their  eyes 
against  it?  If,  then,  its  nature  and  design  are  solittle  known, 
its  other  parts  will  remain  proportionably  unknown  also* 
What,  for  instance,  is  known  of  its 

1.  DaHrineSj  except,  in  word. — The  gospel  teaches  that 
the  heart  of  man  is  m/,  and  their  boasting  is  that  their  hearts 
are  good;  the  gospel  teaches  that  we  must  all  repent,  they 
imagine  they  have  done  nothing  worthy  of  eternal  death,  and 
consequently  have  no  cause  to  repent,  and  leave  it  to  gross 
and  scandalous  offenders,  or  condemned  malefectors ;  it  tells 
us  plainly  we  must  be  bom  of  the  Spirit,  they  acknonledge 
it,  but  aay  they  received  that  change  in  their  in&n- 
cy,  when  they  were  baptized  with  water,  and  need  it  not 
now,  however  immoral;  that  without  faith  it  is  impossible 
to  please  God,  then  they  doubt  not  they  please  him,  for  they 
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have  altDoys  believed,  not  reaiembariQg  that  ikilh  without 
works  is  dead,  being  alone ;  that  eveiy  one  that  nameth  the 
limine  of  Christ  «iust  depart  from  iniquity,  this  they  do  noty 
but  declare  they  do  all  the  good  they  can ;  and  if  they  have 
their  failings,  they  are  confident  they  are  as  good,  if  npt  bet- 
ter than  many  others;  and  the  whole  of  their  prineiplee, 
views,  and  declarations,  are  of  the  same  kind,  when  the  doe* 
trines  of  the  gospel  are  proposed. 

2.  Christian  experience. — The  ignorance  of  worldly -miiidU 
ed  persons,  with  regard  to  christian  experience,  is  even 
greater  than  that  of  doctrines,  and  oftener  becomes  a  sub* 
Ject  of  reproachfiil  levity.  'And  yet,  what  are  the  promises 
and  merciful  declarations  of  God  to  me,  unless  I  am  actually 
benefitted  by  them  ?  If  the  new  covenant  of  grace  and  mer- 
cy in  Christ  Jesus  be  not  ratified  and  confirmed  in  me,  of 
what  advantage  is  it  for  me  to  hear  that  Christianity  is  a 
more  glorious  dispensation  than  that  of  the  law  ?  God  en- 
gages in  his  covenant  to  write  his  law  in  our  hearts,  to  be 
our  Grod,  to  teach  us  the  knowledge  of  himself,  to  pardon 
our  unrighteousness,  and  to  forget  our  iniquities.  These 
are  the  Christianas  privileges;  but  they  are  nothing  to  me, 
if  i  have  them  not  fulfilled  in  my  soul.  TUs  is  his  own 
6ptrif  s  wcnrk,  but  what  do  men  in  general  know  of  it  ?  If 
the  apostle  saw.  good  to  reprove  some  of  the  Corinthians  for 
their  ignorance,  he  would  have  sufficient  employment,  were 
he  now  among  us,  to  reprove  many  thousands  of  christians^ 
BO  called,  for  the  same  thing,  and .  might  say  with  greater 
propriety,  ^^  You  have  not  the  knowledge  of  God,  I  speak  it 
to  your  shame."  How  common  it  is  to  hear  men.  who  pre-^ 
tend  to  pray  publicly  to  God,  time  after  time,  to  ^'  cleanse 

the  diongfats  of  their  hearts  by  the  inspiration  of  his  Holy 
Spirit^'' and  to  write  all  his  laws  there,  denying  that  very  in- 

apiration,  and  setting  down  those  as  rank  enthusiasts,  who 

acknowledge  it,  and  classing  them  with  the  vilest  and  most 

deoeit&d  of  men.    What  blindness  is  here — what  qucncli- 

iBg  of  the  Spirit — what  opposition  to  his  condescensipn^. 

Hindn^l^  and  immediate  agency !  Ob,  ivhen  will  thisi  ^^gioss* 
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daikness,^  productive  of  so  mueh  absurdity,  Uasplieiiiy,  aod 
felly,  be  diBperaed !  Ob,  wben  will  tbe  Imowledge  of  God 
fill  tbe  eertb,  as  tbe  waters  tbe  great  deep !  O,  tboa  brigbt 
Sim  of  Righteousness,  display  tby  bealing  beams  I  •  O,  tboa 
blessed  Pbysidan,  anoint  our  eyes  with  thine  eye*salye,  that 
we  may  all  see,  acknowledge  thy  work,  and  glorify  tby 
liamel 
3.  Christian  practice. — Christians  are  called  to  be  holy  in 

*  all  manner  of  conversation ;  and  whatsoever  they  do  in 
^  word  or  deed,''  is  to  be  done  in  the  name  of  tbe  Lord  Je* 
sirt.  *^  Whether  they  eat  or  drink,  or  whatsoever  they  doy 
to  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God.''  That  man  must  be  wilfully 
blind,  who  does  not  see  from  these  words  that  it  is  tbe  duty 
of  christians  to  deny  themselves  of  whatever  is  sinful,  what- 
ever  cannot  be  said  or  done  in  the  name  of  Christ,  and  to  die 
glory  of  God.  Let  us  new  ask  where  we  shall  find  such 
diristians  ?  There  are  such  doubtless,  and  they  are  piwi- 
oos  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  though  despised  by  men.  But, 
Oh,  how  few  know  any  thing  of  tbe  matter,  or  give  them- 
selves the  least  concern  about  it  I  Isaiah  complained  in  his 
day,  and  we  suppose  gave  great  offence  in  so  doings  that 
Israel's  watchmen  were  bUtnL  ^^They  are  (said  lie)all^giKir«i£ 
— they  are  shepherds  which  cannot  tnuferitoidL"  This  is  a 
heavy  charge,  and  may  it  not  be  applied  to  many  of  Ae 
watchmen  of  modem  times !  And  do  m^  of  distinguished 
characters  and  abilities,  keep  these  scriptural  injnnetioni  in 

^'^^w,  both  in  the  law,  the  army,  and  in  other  respectable  ai- 
tmdons?  On  christian  principles  none  are  exempt*  Do 
persons  of  fortune,  merchants,  tradesmen,  and  labouiersy 
consider  that  God  requires  this  at  their  hands  ?  It  is  great* 
ly  to  be  feared  they  think  but  little  about  it  Are  their  re- 
creations, amusements,  their  company  and  places  of  resort, 
and  their  sources  of  gratification  and  pleasure  holy ;  or,  tan 
tiiey  do  all  in  the  name  of  Christ,  as  approved  by  him  and 
consistent  with  his  designs,  and  tending  to  his  glory?  No, 
it  is  not  even  pretended.  Their  own  ease,  gratificatioii, 
*,  and  interest,  and  not  his  glory,  are  the  pmicipki  of 
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tWr  actioitt.  It  is  the  la«r  of  AttUan,  or  self-love, 
Ibej  regulate  their  conduct ;  and  GU>d  is  scarcely  in  all  their 
thoiiglit8%  Sorely  such  as  are  thus  ignorant  of  the  beauties 
of  holiness^  and  act  in  such  opposition  to  true  christian  prac« 
lieo,  would  do  well  to  hear  that  word  by  Jeremiah,  <^  Give 
glory  to  the  Lord  your  God,  before  he  cause  darkness,  and 
your  feet  stumble  upon  the  dark  mountains  ;  and  white  ye 
look  for  light,  he  turn  it  into  the  shadow  of  death,  and  make 
it  grass  darkness." 

4.  ChritiUm  dimpUne^ — ^As  every  well-regulated  oobihiu« 
if^^  for  the  {Nreservation  of  order,  the  common  welfiuv,  and 
the  iftbemplishmeQt  of  its  particular  purposes,  finds  it  es- 
sential^to  excise  proper  discij^ne,  it  is  no  less  necessary 
in  the  christian  church.  When  this  is  regarded  as  a  trivial 
matter,  and  as  sueh  is  made  light  of,  or  neglected,  it  is  fol- 
lowed by  an  inundation  of  immorality ;  nor  will  the  best 
instiiated  forms  of  religion  supply  its  place.  Censure,  Sus- 
pension, and  excommunication,  were  exercised  in  the  primi- 
^ve  church,  and  looked  upon  as  a  dreadftil  calamity,  as  we 
eee  in  the  case  of  the  inoestuous  Corinthian ;  and  by  these 
means  the  christian  societies  were  preseirved  firom  great 
flcandals :  ^  I  have  written  to  you  (said  the  apostle)  not  to 
keep  company,  if  any  man  Aat  is  called  a  brother  be  a  for« 
nicaior,  or  covetous,  or  an  idolater,  or  a  railer,  or  a  drunk- 
ard, or  an  extortioner ;  with  such  an  one  no  not  to  eat  T' 
Imt  who  knows,  and  understands  aright,  the  nature,  neces- 
sity, and  excellency  of  this  ?  To  the  general  part  of  men 
this  seems  useless,  undmritable,  and  unchristian  ;  and  the* 
eonseqnenee  is,  every  one  does  that  which  is  right  in  hi^ 
own  qres.  To  descend  to  particulars,  a  christian  is  a  well- 
vegiriated  man,  and  seeks  to  have  all  under  his  authority 
acting  fai  conformity  to  himself.  Hence  he  remembers  his 
L<Nrd*s  words:  <<If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  de« 
ny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross  and  follow  me."  He  must 
^^watk  circumspectly  towards  those  that  are  without,"  and 
let  km  ^  moderation  be  known  to  all  men."  These  are 
w^iglMy  andsolemn  lessons  to  ik  man  of  God :  but  wluMb  does 
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iht  wcirld  tliat  lieth  in  widcadneM  know  of  tlien  t  They 
do  not  copy  his  example.  Thej  deny  theoieelves  of  no«» 
thing  their  sinful  hearts  require,  if  no  evil  follow%  nor 
take  up  any  cross ;  neither  exposing  themselves  to  shame 
ibr  his  sake,  nor  observing  his  righteous  commands.  They 
do  not  submit  to  his  authority — ^pay  no  attention  to  his 
voice — are  not  found  in  his  ranks— do  not  fight  his  bat* 
ties,  nor  seek  his  approbation.  And  as  they  do  not  fear  him, 
nor  regard  their  own  salvation,  so  neither  do  they  care  for 
the  souls  of  their  feUow-creatures  :  lost  or  saved  seems  all 
one  to  them,  though  they  profess  as  much  mistaken  charity 
as  leads  them  to  h<^  that  none  surely  go  to  hdl,  h^rever 
aueh  hope  is  contraiy  to  revealed  truth,  and  renders  God  in* 
consistent  with  himself^  and  vilely  attempts  to  make  him  ail 
unrighteous  judge,  and  would,  under  pretence  of  exalting 
his  mercy,  lay  him  under  the  charge  of  uttering  &lsdiood« 
Such  may  well  be  considered  as  being  ^^  under  the  power  of 
darkness."    And  they  are  equally  strangers  to 

.5.  Christian  expeckUiotts. — ^As  Christianity  requires  some 
sacrifices,  calls  upon  us.  to  pass  through  some  difficulties, 
lays  upon  us  some  burdens,  and  exposes  us  to  some  trials, 
it  also  promises  good,  great  good,  both  here  and  hereafter. 
The  good  it  promises  us  here  is  peace  and  contentment  of 
mind — ;joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost — pleasure  and  s^isfiustion  in 
,the  service  of  Christ — ^freedom  firom  sinful  desires  and  guilty 
fears,  from  curse  aqd  condemnation,  with  the  blessed  assur- 
ance that  our  perseverance  in  righteousness  will  be  erown<- 
ed  with  endless  happiness — that  there  will  be  a  full  deliver- 
ance from  all  possible  evil,  and  the  complete  enjoyment  of 
all  possible  good.  The  carnal  mind  knows  not  these  things ; 
to  it  they  are  foolishness.  These  are  joys  with  which  it' 
meddles  not,  and  hopes  which  animate  it  not.  The  impure 
streams  of  sinful  pleasure  and  vanity  suit  it  much  batten,  and 
aeem  much  more  agreeable.  The  ivaaton  dame,  the  festive 
■eene,  the  charming  song,  the  sparkling  glass,  the  games  of 
chance,  the  boisterous  hunjt,  the  thronged  turf,  the  crowded 
theatre,  the  pleasurable  garden — the  whole  circle  of  ^issipa* 
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tion,  gaiety,  tetasuality  and  viee ;  theae  arQ  tlie  delights  of 
the  worldly  minded.  The  eyes  of  a  fool  are  thus  in  the  ends 
of  the  earth,  to  seek  after  rain  shadows,  which,  when  found, 
deceive,  and  are  of  no  real  valae.  Folly  may  be  joy  to 
them  fer  a  season  ;  bat  the  end  is  bitterness.  They  may 
profess  a  hope  of  heaven— they  may  express  a  confidence 
of  future  glory ;  yet  both  betray  the  baseness  of  their  origii| 
by  their  elects.  A  scriptural  hope  tends  to  purify  the  soul : 
their's  leads  them  fhrther  into  sin.  A  scriptural  confidence 
lifts  us  up  above  the  world  and  sin  :  their's  leads  them  to 
plead  for  and  extenuate  their  evils.  In  short,  the  world** 
ly-roinded  throw  dust  in  each  other's  eyes,  and  in  their 
own  too,  that  they  may  not  see ;  and  the  purpose  of  Heaven 
concerning  them  is,  that  they  shall  be  made  Mind; 

Not  being  obedient  to  light  is,  then,  a  great  sin  against 
the  gospel,  and,  consequently,  against  its  Author ;  and  we 
have  all  need  to  say,  ^^O,  Lmrd,  lighten  thou  my  darkness, 
that  I  sleep  not  the  sleep  of  death;''  and,  let  my  ^^  path  be 
that  of  the  just,  which  shineth  more  and  more  unto  the  per* 
fectdayr 

UN'BELIEF. 

This  is  another  sin  committed  against  the  gospel,  and^ 
from  its  peculiar  ^il  tendency,  and  opposition  to  the  truth 
of  God,  his  threatenings  are  levelled  against  it  in  a  particu- 
lar manner:  nor  should  this  excite  surprize;  for  what  can  I  e 
more  insulting  than  to  discredit  his  word,  which  he  has 
magnified  above  all  his  name?  This  cannot  arise  firom  wart 
of  evidence;  for,  ^knowing  our  firame^''  he  has  graciously 
condescended  to  our  weaknesses,  and  taken  tliat  method  by 
-which  fiiilh  may  be  produced  in  us,  preserved,  increased,  and 
eonfirmed.  In  our  present  state  we  are  called  to  walk  by 
fitith,  and  not  by  sight.  It  is  not  till  after  we  have  learned 
•the  lessons  of  ttue  humility  here,  that  we  shall  be  exalted  to  a 
vtate  of  perfect  vision.  We  must  not,  therefore,  expect  that 
our  evidence  id  IMiune  truth  will  be  so  luminous  as  to 
amount  to  sight  4  for  then  the  dtaigns  of  God  in  placing  us 
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bk  th<$  ptetent'fttate  woidd  befinifttaatedt:  dat  nustwe  want 
sufficiency  of  evidence;  for  that  would  quite  dificourage  us« 
What  we  require  is,  a  happj  nediusa,  neither  too  brif  ht^  Bor 
too  obscure  $  and  that  is  the  niltHre  of  the  evidMoe  whkh  ia 
afforded  us.  God  has  revealed  himself  to  us  ia  his. word  as 
a  Being  of  infinite  wisdom ;  he  must,  therefore,  have  a  know-* 
ledge  of  the  future,  and  be  able  to  shew  us  what  is  to  cone. 
He  has  dotfe  so,  as  nunerouspropAmev  declare;  and  that  he 
mistook  not,  their  exact,  fulfilment  abundantly  proves.  I 
deem  it  superfluous  to  point  Ihem  out :  diey  are  so  aumereusi 
ibat  we  need  only  take  up  the  Bible  and  read.  Therjr  are 
not  all  yet  accomplislied.  No  doubt,  however,  jn^ed  be  en« 
tertained  on  that  head:  he  who  foretold,  will  be  honouied  in 
the  complete  fulfilment  of  them  all ;  and  his  wisdom  wiU  be 
acknowledged  by  all  succeeding  ages.  He  is  repsesented  as 
a  good  and  gracious  Being.  When,  therefore,  he  sees  good 
to  communicate  a  certain  degree  of  temporal  and  spiritual 
good,  he  will  do  it;  and  when  the  world  shall  be  better  pre* 
pared  to  receive  a  greater  proof  of  his  fatherly  goodness^ 
they  shall  htfve  that  also;  and,  till  that  season  arrive^  he  will 
keqp  up  our  hopes  by  prwmses.  These  are  numerous,  and 
many  of  them  have  been  gloriously  fulfilled,  particularly  in 
the  opening  of  the  christian  dispensatim,  ahd  in  the  ctM 
of  his  church ;  and,  in  due  time  it  will  Me  joyfoUy  declared 
that  not  one  of  his  gracious  words  have  fiillen  to  Ae  giwund* 
He  styles  himself  the  Almighty;  we  may,  therefore,  eapect 
Aat  he  will,  in  giving  n  i^velation  of  his  will,  accompanj 
it  by  some  infhUible  sign,  or  dgns,  that  we  may  be  assured 
k  comes  from  him.  He  did  so,  fay  supernatural  visiotts^ 
dreams,  and  angelic  appearances,  beAnre  the  law ;  by  eJitra^ 
ordinary  interiersnces  and  displays  of  powmr,  abottt  the  time 
of  the  giving  of  the  law;  and  afterwards,  at  the  refcnmtion^ 
in  Elijah  and  Elisha's  days,  and  many  striking  instances  dT 
the  same,  till  the  closing  up  of  the  Old-Testament  profdie^ 
cies ;  after  this  a  long  silence  mtervened  till  the  time  of  the 
Messiah  approached,  when  a  mixture  of  farmer  evideacea 
were  given  in  abundance^  beferf ,  at  and  ufitor  h»  birtiii  and 


(%ip.'€.]  aiirt  AOAivftT  ths  goipeu  }^ 


dining  hit  minittry,  with  that  of  his  apottles  and  tlieir  halp-i 
er»;  drtams^  visionsy  angelie  appearances,  voicesy  signs, 
judgments^  and  astonishing  worka— works  which  coold  be 
performed  hj  none  bat  God  himseUl  He  is  declared  to  be 
pitiful  and  of  tender  mercy ;  what,  therefore,  cornea  from  him 
must  be  of  a  benevolent  nature,  and  promotive  of  our  hap* 
piness ;  and  yet,  not  so  benevolent  as  to  countenance  sin  and 
disevder.  Revelation  affords  a  striking  internal  evidence  of 
these  truths.  He  is  righteous  when  he  takes  vengeance  on 
the  impenitently  guilty,  but  full  of  compassion  to  the  humble 
and  contrite,  blessing  them  without  respect  of  persons  both 
with  grace  and  glory.  To  which  might  be  added,  the  solv- 
ing of  doubts;  answers  to  prayer;  providential  interposi* 
tions;  sudden  conversions;  miracidous  deliv^ances;  and  all 
the  marks  of  a  watchful  superintending  providence  towards 
those  who  have  confided  in  his  mercy.  All  sincere  inquirers 
after  truth  have,  therefi>re,  sufficient  evidence  afforded  them; 
and  if  that  which  is  given  us  do  not  satisfy  us,  no  other  will 
do  it;  no  not,  though  one  should  arise  from  (he  dead,  make 
bis  aj^pearance  to  us,  and  reveal  the  dreadful  or  ddightflil 
aecretftof  another^world.  Such  persons,  in  all  probability, 
would  ultimately  consider  the  whole  as  an  illusion  of  &ncy, 
or,  if  thr)r  believe  there  is  such  a  being,  a  trick  of  the  devil 
to  deeaive  tiiem.  All  evidence  from  a  creature  is  inferior  to 
that  which  God  gives ;  and  the  attestation  of  truth  on  hie 
part  is  &r  beyond  that  which  could  possibly  come  from  the 
iMi^test  senqph  in  heaven.  Hence  our  Lord  seldom  declared 
who  he  was,  referring  both  friends  and  enemies  to  the  miracles 
he  perfiMmed,  as  demonstrative  evidence  that  he  was  of  God^ 
and  that  the  truths  he  uttered  were  infallible  and  divine. 

Can  it  be  supposed  after  this,  that  unbelieving  objections 
to  revealed  religion,  in  whole  or  in  part,  are  not  as  highly 
diqpleasiag  to  God  as  they  are  derogatoiy  to  his  honour. 
By  descending  a  little  more  to  particulars,  we  shall  perceive 
that  unbeUef  iaa  sitt  ofaTeiy  aggravating  nature,  and  that 
we  ought  to  resort  to  every  means  mercifully  appointed  of 
heaven  fiar  its  destructions  but  before  this  is  done,  it  may  b^ 
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fapdmirhUb  to  the  Divine  Blajesty,  and  to  their  own  etuuno 
end  conAiBioii»  Moses  in  the  book  of  DottCerooomy,  (ehapu 
xviiL  9.)  epeydnf  of  these  abominalions,  says  to  the  Isrod^* 
ites,  ^  theee  shaU  not  belbuiid  •inoogyottanyoiio^'-^hat  osetk 
divinationt  or  an  obtenrer  of  times^  or  an  enchanter,  or  a 
witch,  or  a  dianner,  or  a  eonsulter  arith  fiuailiar  spirits,  or 
a  wisaid,  or  a  noeromanoer;  for  all  that  do  these  things  are 
an  abomination  to  the  Lord."  We  read  also  in  Isaiahi 
<chap.  xlvii.  IS,  and  Jer*  xxvii.  9.)  of  false  ^^  praphets,  di- 
viners, dreamers,  enchanters,  sorcerers,  astrologers,  star* 
gaasers,  and  monthly  prognosticators;"  and  in  Daniel,  (eh^pu 
ii.  9.  iT.  7.  TV  150  of  ^  magicians,  chaldeaas,  sooth-sayere, 
and  wise-men.'*  What  a  group  of  fortune-tellers  have  we 
hesel  And  what  horrid  impiety  are  such  persons  and  their 
supporters  gailty  o^  if  real ;  and  what  wile  hypocrisy,  if  they 
are  not!  Would  men  but  confine  themselres  to  the  light 
smd  troth  of  God  as  their  guide,  they  would  not  only  be  pro* 
aervad  from  many  errors,  but  possess  many  advantages  of 
which  they  are  doprived  by  their  unbelief. 

8.  li  iwds  to  deeerce. — ^The  unbeljeving  heart,  by  refiising 
Pirine  knowledge  and  instruction,  is  rendered  incapable  of 
judging  aonndly,  or  forming  a  just  and  proper  estiaimte  of 
things.  Many  suppose  they  haye  fiuth,  though  they  do  no 
good  works;  and,  in  a  sense,  they  haye  fiuth;  but  what  kind 
effiiithisit?  Adeadone.  And  what  will  this  profit  them? 
They  have  a  form  of  religt<m,  but  deny  the  power  diereof. 
These  are  strangers  to  Gkid's  covenant,  and  ignmrant  of  the 
nature  of  true  piety.  Thqr  may,  like  the  ancient  Jews, 
'*  have  a  aeal  fiir  God,  but  not  aceording  to  knowledge;  for, 
4ieing  ignorant  of  his  ri^eousness,  and  going  about  to  e»> 
•tablish  their  own  righteousness,  they  have  not  submitted  to 
dm  righteousness  of  God."  And  it  is  not  unusual  fiw  these 
to  entertain  such  an  opinion  of  their  spurious  rsligious  at- 
tainments, as  in  effect  to  say  to  <^er8.  Stand  by  thyself, 
4:ome  not  near  me;  for  I  am  holier  than  thoul  Hqw  dia- 
gustiog  this  is  in  the  %i^  of  God,  may  be  gutbered  from  the 
declor^tioo  whi^  follows;  ^^They  are  a  smodko  in  m$  noe^ 
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a  fire  that  bumeth  all  the  day/^  Thi»  is  the  ^^gi^neration 
who  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes,  but  are  not  deansed  from 
their  filthiness.'^  Tbos  is  the  eflSBct  of  shutting  the  eyes  to 
the  first  plain  truths  presented  to  the  mind,  or  seeking  tfie 
lionouf  whidi  comes  from  men;  and  it  tends  to  irritate  the 
minds  of  those  who  are  under  Us  influence  against  all  those 
who  entertain  an  opinion  kss  flattering  to  tbeif  vanity  than 
they  look  for^  while  the  Lord  is  thereby  prevented  firom  Work- 
ing ip  them  his  mighty  worka^  and  Satan  mitkes  an  easy  con- 
quest of  thrir  foolish  hearts-dreading  darkness  over  them^ 
mid  leading  them  captive  at  his  will* 
•  4.  If  makes  men  become  petsecuiors. — H^  that  knows  the 
nature,  and  understands  the  excellency  of  true  piety,  will 
not  oppose,  but  airport  it;  and  he  who  coniBideirs  it  of 
M>  mnch.value  as  to  give  it  his  support,  call  never  persecute 
those  who  are  like-tninded  wiUi  himsblf :  we  may,  therefore^ 
be  assurM  that  persecutors  are  either  ignorant,  or  unbeliev- 
ers. It  was  this  that  led  the  Jews  of  old  to  persecute  and 
t>ut  to  death  the  servants  of  the  Lord  of  glory,  a'nd  their 
Loi'd  himself,  and  afienlrards  ^^  stirred  up  the  Gentiles,  and 
made  their  minds  evil-affected  towards  the  brethren.''  It  waa 
this,  as  St.  Paul  informS'Us,  that  gave  rise  to  Bis  bloody,  in- 
jtlriolis,  and  persecuting  spirit,  while  in  an  unconverted 
state  :  ^^  I  did  it  (said  he)  ignorantly,  in  unbelief.".  It  is 
this  which  in  all  ages  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  principal 
cause  of  ^  all  the  reproach  and  sufferings  of  the  martyrs  and 
confisssors  of  Jesus,'  and  of  the  various  means  which  have 
proved  successful  in  turning  aside  those  from  the  May  of  lifi?^ 
frho  had  entered  upon  it :  and,  indeed,  it  is  owing  to  the  in-r 
fluence  of  this  principle  that  they  thus  suffered  themselves 
to  be  so  seduced ;  for  had  they  believed  as  they  ought,  no 
man,'  nor  any  worldly  considerations,  would  have  prevailed 
upon  them  to  <^  depart  firom  the  living  God.' ' 

6.  It  is  peculiarly  coniaminaiing:— Thus  St.  Paul  to  Titus^ 
^^  Unto  them  that  are  defiled  and  unbdieting  is  nothing  pure, 
but  even  their  mind  and  conscience  is  doiilod."  It  is  a  dispo« 
siiitai  of  h^furt  that  turns  the  most  nourishing  food  into  poi- 


Mm,  aifd  hofiejT  into  gull  and  wonmrbod— dmt  pato  light  fi»r 
darkness,  and  darkness  for  light-^diat  fills  tte  conscience^ 
and  the  whole  heart  with  the  filthj  leprosj  6f  siw^-that  pol* 
lutes  Uie  whote  man,  his  ga^m^nts^  habitation,  and  ctfmpiany^ 
Lev.  xiw^  All  hb  touches,  tastes,  handles,  contrives,  desires^ 
or  does,  becomes  hateflil  to  God ;  fbr,  '^  whateveir  is  not  ctf" 
hMi  is  sin ;"  and  <'  without  fiiith*  it  is  impossible  to  pledsff 
him  ;'*  aifd  unbelievers  are  declared*  to  be  ^*  unto  every  good 
work  reprobate."  Unbc3ief  is  emphatically  Wn.  ^He,  (tha 
Spirit)  shall  convince  the  world  of  sin,  (said  the  Saviour)  be^ 
cause  thej  believe  not  on  nfe.**  And  it  witt  i^ipear .  at  last^ 
that  men  are  not  finally  exduded  ftt»m  Grod  mei^ly  becatise 
they  have  sinned,  but  fiyr  rejecting  the  ofiisrs  of  mercf 
through  unbelief.  It  is  tme  sJI  unmpented  guih  wfll  meet 
a  heavy  doom :  fkit  this  sin,  as  giving  rite  to  many  oAers^ 
er  confirming  the  soul  in  them,  lenders  the  unbeliever  pecu- 
liarly obnoxionft  to  Diviner  Justie^  ae  a  sinner  of  deepest 
die. 

6.  li  leads  to  prentmpiton  ahi  deipalr.^^in  in  general,  and 
thi<»  in  particular,  makes  man  a  daring  creatare  in  M  sight 
of  God.  H)e  multiplies  his  tfanfcgiessions  iHthoai  ftar,  ct 
plunges  presamptnously  into  vice^  uflder  a  distant  hope  of 
mercy.  One  launchee  bcddly  foKh  ittto  Deism,  acknowledge 
tag,  it  may  be,  a  first  operatittg  cause,  tn- intelligelit  pridei^ 
pie ;  but  renouticing  all  rdigion,  and  lefgardiifg  Ae  Kvel/ 
oracles  of  God  as  a  human  artifice— the  niraeles  of  Christ 
aitd  his  apostles  as  untrue— ^uid  the  wlfole  as  n  sysleni  of eo& 
ercion,  and  enthusiasm,  not  binding  on  any,  aifd'calcidated 
to  promote  discord  and  spread  the  flames  of  war  among^the 
nations  :  and  another  throws  off  tlie  amslc,  and  denies  hiH 
government  and  being  altogether^  <'  The  feol  hath  said  ut" 
his  kearij  There  is  no  God  ;"  with  his  Ups^  <<  Wh»  is  ikt 
Lord,  that  I  should  ob^  his  voice  i^  and  in  his  ^Mrh  he  ia 
<<  corrupt  and  abominabte.'*  In  <<  the  pride  of  his  ecttlitenance 
he  contemns  GFod ;"  he  will  not  suifer  the  remraiManee  of 
him  <<  in  all  his  thoughts,''  aad  in  all  his  <<works  denies 

him.'*    When  neCioBs  of  this  sort  fill  tha  heads  of  meivdi^J 
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are  prqwuped  for  the  mogt  abandoii^j  wickedaew.  Tjb^Jiris^ 
dom  from  beneath,  inflaencing  tbeair  ijnholy  minds,  producef 
this  perverseness  «ad  en^niiy  against  God,  and  against  a]| 
tlie  arguments  which  the  irisest  and  best  of  men  have  prp* 
dueed  in  fitironr  of  the  christiaa  faith:  all  is  nothing  with 
auch  characters.    And  thus,  in  not  receiving  ii^e  record  tha^ 
God  gives  i^  his  Son,  th^  strive  to  make  him  a  liar,  ^n^ 
themselves  antichrists,  in  the  full  sense  of  the  word;  fov 
whom  ^'is  reserved  the  blackness  of  darkness  for  ever." 
And  as  manj  sin  in  this  manner,  presumptuously,  so  otherf 
Ipo  to  the  other  extreme,  that  of  despair*    When  the  min4 
is  illuminated  pnd  discovers  Ae  holiness  of  Ood,  the  spiri* 
tuality  of  his  law,  and  the  lofithsomeness  of  sin,  how  man/ 
•zdaim  wiA  the  Jewish  church  of  old,  ^^  Mj  strength  and  ray 
liope  are  perished  frera  the  Lord ! ' '    Not  reflecting  that  their 
sins,  however  great,  numerous,  cnt  aggravating,  bear  no  pro^ 
poltion  ttf  the  infinite  merey  of  God,  the  merits  of  Christ,  or 
the  compassions  of  the  patient  Spirit  of  holiness — ^that  the 
promise  of  pardon  is  made  to  the  penitent — and  that  none 
are  Tejeoted  who  humbly  sue  for  mercy,  and  thankfully  acn 
iepi  the  kind  invitations  of  the  gospel  of  God  our  Saviour* 
Yet  many  deem  it  useless  to  pray,  or  read,  or  hear,  atte94 
ordinances,  or  do  any  thing  by  w^ich  their  salvation  might 
be  promoted.    No  advice  is  taken,  no  aiguments  prevail,  no 
encouraging  dectaiations  of  what  God  is  in  himself,  of  whal; 
Ghrist  hath  dotie  to  bring  us  near  to  hiin,  or  the  mercy  which 
has^been  attended  to  other  guilty  sinners,  are  received.    On 
the  eon traiy,  th^  sufier  the  suggestions  of  the  devil,  and  their 
own  daric  conoeptidns  of  God,  to  duress  their  spirits,  and  to 
£U  their  gloomy  minds  with  horror,  from  a  vile  persuasion 
that  ibey  aee  marked  out  as  the  ol^ects  of  Divine  venge- 
ance, to  suffer  eternal  punishment.    Well  might  the  Saviouc 
say,  ^<0  ftols,  and  %\oW  of  heart  to  believe!*'    For  to  dis-  ~ 
trust  God,  his  gtace^  or  providence,  is  foolishness  indeed* 
Who  is  able  to  enumerate  the  fatal  consequences  of  running 
to  •ae.or  the  cither  of  Iheoe  extremes?    Oh,  how  needful  to 
ehide  by  the  teadungs  of  tiie  Spirit  of  God,  and  especiaUjr 
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after  we  bave  known  his  mercy,  lest  the  evil  heart  of  unbe- 
liei^  which  causes  the  sool  to  depart  ironi  the  waj  bf  nnder« 
etandinfi^,  shoidd  brin^  the  latter  of  these  upon  us,  and  lay 
us  under  such  an  intolerable  burden ! 

These  things  discover  how  much  unbelief  \$  opposed  to 
the  gospel,  and  how  great  an  ^vil  it  is  in  the  sight  of  Hea« 
▼en:  and  this  will  appear  still  greater,  if  we  notice  the 
judgments  which  have  followed  it  on  sevend  occasions. 

It  was  this  which  rendered  the  preaching  of  Noah  unsuc* 
cessfol  to  the  Antediluvians.  Instead  of  humbling  them- 
selves, in  obedience  to  the  Spirit  of  Christ  in  that  excellent 
man,  they  wdnt  impenitently  forward,  eating,  drinking,  and 
forming  marriages,  till  the  very  day  he  entered  the  ark 
which  he  had  by  faith  prepired ;  and  thus,  for  their  unbe« 
lief,  were  they  all  condemned,  and  left  to  perish  in  the  wa- 
ter, while  he  and  hb  family  escaped. 

It  was  this  which  proved  the  destruction  of  Lot's  sons-in- 
law,  when  the  Lord  overthrew  the  cities  of  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrah. They  disbelieved  his  report,  aridr  regarded  it  not, 
till  the  storms  of  fire  and  brimstone  convinced  them  of  their 
folly;  and' it  was  probably  the  same  cause  which  exposed  bis 
wife  to  the  displeasure  of  him  who  had  brought  her  in  mercy 
from  the  devoted  spot,  but  afterwards,  for  her  disobedience, 
turned  her  into  a  conspicuous  monument  of  his  vengeance. 
Gen.  xix.  14.  It  was  for  this  sin  that  so  many  of  the  Israel* 
ites  fi'll  in  the  wilderness,  and  knew  God*s  '^breach  of  pro- 
mise*' in  notbrihging  them  into  the  promised  land,  Hcb.iii.  10. 

For  this  their  descendants  in  later  times  were  separated 
from  God's  covenant,  though  to  them,  ^pertained  the  adop^ 
tion  and  the  glory,  and  the  covenants,  and  the  giving  of  the 
law,  atid  the  promises,''  Sec. ;  and  these  privileges  were  made 
over  to  the  believing  Gentiles,  Rom.  xi.  SO. 

Many  for  their  obstinate  unbelief  have  been  given  up  to 
judicial  blindness,  till  they  have  been  confirmed  in  it,  as 
said  Esaias:  ''He  hath  blinded  their  eyes  and  hardened 
their  heart,  that  they  should  not  see  with  their  ^es,  nor  un-' 
derstand  with  their  heart,  and  be  converted,  and  I  should 
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heal  them."  This  prediction  was  awfully  ftdfiUed  when  the 
Jews  rejected  the  Lord  Jesus  and  his  gospel;  nor  faaye  the 
effects  o^ised  to  the  present  day,  the  modem  Jews  being  as 
full  of  unbelief  as'  their  forefathers,  and  experiencing  in  a 
great  degree  the  threatenings  denounced  against  them  bj 
their  great  legislator,  Moses,  John  xii.  38,  Deiit.  xxviii.  37; 
Unbelief  prerents  our  hiving  any  part  in  Christ-^xposet 
us  to  the  deceptions  of  the  devil — ^binds  the  soul  under  con* 
denlnation,  a  death  in  sin,  and  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire^ 
a  Cor.  vi.  id,  2  Cor.  iv.  4,  1  Thes.  ii.  12;  and,  in  few 
words,  it  is  this,  persisted  in,  that  completely  fills  up  the 
*  measure  of  our  iniquity,  and  finally  sinks  the  unrepenting 
sinner  into  irretrievable  miseiy  and  condemnation^  Mark 
xvi.  16. 

TRIFLING  AND  LICENTIOUSNESS. 

• 

EvBBT  part  of  the  gospel  treats  of  the  most  serious  subjects 
in  the  most  serious  manner;  nothing  like  trifling  or  levity, 
nothing  that  gives  tha least  countenance  to  a  life  of  folly  or 
dissipation,  discovers  itself  throughout.  It  is  the  voice  of 
God,  instructing  man  in  the  important  affairs  of  his  salva- 
tion, and  urging  him  to  flee  firom  the  wrath  to  come;  and  is, 
therefore,  entirely  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  the  world,  and  to 

that  love  of  sinful  pleasure  which  so  generally  abbiinds,  jind 
which  is,  consequently,  so  fiilly  opposed  to  it. 

Many  act  as  though  they  were  brought  into  being  for  no 
other  end  than  to  spend  their  time,  health,  strength,  and 
property,  in  the  gratification  of  their  foolish  and  hurtful  de« 
sires ;  and  did  not  the  calls  of  business,  the  restraints  of  law, 
and  the  want  of  means  prevent,  it  is  difficult  to  say,  what 
lengths  men  would  run  in  vanity  and  sensuality.  Hence  it . 
is  that  the  gospel  is  so  little  known,  believed,  and  practised, 
and  so  much  neglected  and  opposed.  To  be  more  particu« 
lar,  let  us  consider  a  few  things,  under  this  head,  which,  are 
calculated  to  quench  the  Spirit,  and  resist  the  truth. 

1.  Lnity. — ^'^Are  we  always  to  be  gloomy  and  melan« 
eboly  ?X8Bys  an  enemy  to  serious  reflexion)  I  hate  so  much 
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d^iii«rtaeto?*-^ve  me  cheerfiilnesft.' -  Thig  is  a  mere  perver* 
•Mm  of  words.  Gladness  of  heart  is  the  gift  of  God,  AcH 
JUT.  17;  99A  though  seriousness  well  becomes  the  christiani 
yel  sodaess  and  gloominess  belong  not  to  his  Ghalractei*# 
9vt  what  hind  «f  cheerfiilness  do  worldlings  require,  of 
ironU  thsj  indulge  themselves  in?  Is  it  that  pleasure  of 
heart  whieh'gives  a  true  relish  to  the  innocent  and  tairfiil 
oqegrmtats  of  life  i  No :  it  is  jesting,  frothy,  and  ridiculoo* 
fonvenatioil^  and  femcid  briiayiour ;  low  wit,  ludicrous  r^ 
marks,  biting  ref  enoos,  bursts  of  unmeaning  and  beisterotijp 
laogjit^;  T<Mid  «90ceitB,  smart  and  witty  sayings,  or  sport  of 
irords;  loud  speeches,  frolioksomeuess  and  whim ;  high  mer^ 
riment  and  glee;  prelended  gallantry,  mischievous  prankSi 
ipdecent  songs,  extravagant  notions,  words  of  double  meft% 
ing,  bold  and  Uasphemous  assertions,  distorted  ideas,  and 
every  kind  of  eccentricity,  that  passes  for  fun,  pleasantry,  or 
that  is  tslralHted  to  promote  mirth,  merriment,  and  risibiv 
lity,  at  di0  expense  of  good  sense,  piety,  and  morals*  AH 
theie  greatly  unit  the  mind  for  the  reception  of  the  sober 
'dictailes  of  true  religion,  and  is  a  strong  proof  that  idie  pei^ 
•on  who  lives  in  such  an  unrestrained  volubility  of  tongue^ 
m^  lightness  of  mind,  is  fior  firom  God,  and  filir  from  boli# 


S.  JiMAiQii.-«--Whatever  belongs  to  tiie  circle  of  fiiduoii  is 
properly  of  the  world,  and  opposed  to  the  principles  of  truf 
piety.  A  commuiHty  of  vain  and  indoioBt  persctoA,  who, 
neither  knowing#what  to  do  with  themselves,  or  the  Small 
portion  of  time  allotted  them,  who  are  constantly  occupying 
themselves  in  trifles,  and  contrivances  to  tlifer  as  mudi  as 
possiUe  firom  the  rest  of  mankind,  are  not  in  a  disposition  of 
mind  to  recrive  the  humMing  truths  of  the  gospel.  ^  Wimi 
passes  among  them  for  a  high  sense  of  honour,  and  produces 
60  many  fiital  consequences,  turning  day  into  ni^t,  and 
night  int6  day ;  expensive  entertainments;  the  invention  and 
varieties  of  dress,  amusements,  company,  places,  and  reerea* 
tions,  is  quite  at  war  wiA  revealed  rrfigion ;  not  to  mention 
the  enmities,  vexatious^  and  dtsappointments,  which  ja^vaii 
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ftinohg  them  on  the  pnound  ef  livalship,  supposctS  inaiten-^ 
tlon,  and  other  causes.  The  satne  may  be  said  of  iill  publitf 
]ltacefl  of  amusement,  and  the  scenes  there  exhibited-** 
dieatres,  masquerades,  operas,  &c.  Whatever  may  be  nvg* 
ed  in  their  favour,  as  reiSning  the  manners,  or  improTing 
the  morals^  is  a  gross  insult  offered  to  troth  and  con^oif 
lense;  and  the  whole  system  of  gaming,  the  various  kinds  of 
dances,  the  more  dangerous  sports  of  the  racet  and  the  hun<^ 
ter,  with  all  their  accompaniments  of  wine  and  music;  all^ 
all  are  calculated  to  quench  convictions,  hatiien  the  hearty 
and  make  it  forget  the  great  end  of  being,  and  the  eonoetnt 
of  eternity «  All  lovers  of  pleasure  are,  in  the  very  nature  of 
things,  spiritually  poor;  having  neither  knowledge,  tfihe,  hoi 
inclination  to  seek  after  the  true  riches.  Well  might  the 
Son  of  Ood  sey ,  ^^  It  is  easier  for  a  camel  to  go  through  th^ 
eye  of  a  needle,  thUn  for  a  rich  man  to  ehter  into  the  kingdom 
of  Grod:^  since  riches  afford  so  many  opportunities  to  thei^ 
possessors  of  glratii^ing  their  pride,  lusls^  vanity,  and  re« 
isenge.  Nor  is  it  themselves  alone  that  are  injured  by  thit 
pageantry,  ^Uy^  and^ni^tiness ;  the  infferiorclasses  of  M>eiet^ 
icatch  the  same  spirit  and  follow  hitrd  ftfter  thenrin  the  sami^ 
rbuftd  of  viinity  in  proportion  to  their  meftns ;  yes,  and  be* 
yokd  thdr  means,  to  the  misery  of  their  families,  and  to  th# 
detriment  and  impoverishing  of  others  in  the  support  of  their 
extravagances.  Besides,  who  is  able  to  describe  the  imino- 
tality  connected  with  such  a  life?  The  uHlatvful  connex- 
ions which  are  formed;  the  intrigues  that  are  kept  bn  iooti 
the  i^sociating  with  vicious  and  corrupt  persons;  thene- 
f^ext  of  the  ordinary  duties  of  life;  the  pernicious  effi^t  of 
example  up<m  others,  and  many  other  things  of  a  like  tk^ 
ture?  To  speak  of  death,  of  religion,  of  judgment,  and 
eCeriiity,  wAy  well  be  considered  by  them  as  marks  of  uiipo- 
liteness,  superstition,  and  ill^breeding ;  for  what  are  these 
anhj^cts  but  canses  of  terror  to  those  who  lire  so  completely 
Iivingin  the  worid,  and  under  the  dominion  of  sin  ?  Vet  they 
miM  quit  all  these  delights,  enter  the  gloomy  grave,  and 

gk%  to  hceomit  to  the  ^od^  of  quiA  uttd  dead  of  th^  m4^- 
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ner  in  #luch  they  qieot  their  tiAie,  the  priacipfes  of  their 
actions,  the  words  of  their  lips,  the  expenditure  of  their  mo* 
ney,  the  misimproTenient  of  their  talents  and  privileges^ 
and  of  all  their  pnrsnits;  ^'For  God  will  bring  every  work 
into judgmeet,. with  every secreiihingfyKheiher  it  be  good^ 
t>r  whether  it  be  eviL" 

3.  Intemperance  and  sensnalUjf. — ^The  abuse  of  onr  mer* 
des  is  a  great  crime  in  the  sight  of  Heaven,  and  tofits  ua 
for  the  service  of  God.  He  hath  dealt  forth  his  mercies  to«> 
wards  us,  it  must  be  acknowledged^  in  rich  profosion.$  he 
■ends  both  com,  wine,  and  oil;  and  has  given  us  permission 
to  seize  and  put  to  death  for  our  use,  beasts,  fowlfiLandOshes^ 
but  not  to  abuse  them,  by  gratifying  beyond  due  bounds,  our 
depraved  appetites,  or  making  them  fuel  for  impure  desires; 
for  reasonable  beings  not  to  bridle  and  restraip  their  senses^ 
is  to  throw  off  the  man,  and  to  sink  as  low  or  lower  than 
the  beasts  which  perish.  BeUjf  idolairy  is  a  scandal  to  man, 
and  renders  him  an  enemy  to  the  ^ross  of  Christ,  and  ex* 
eludes  him  from  heaven ;  for  the  scripture  declares  of  ^f  dnuif 
kenness,  revellings,  and  such  like"  proceedings,  .that  they 
^  that  do  such  things,  shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
God.*'  The  body,  heated  with  strong  liquors,  loaded  with 
vttrious  kinds  of  meat  and  rich  sauces,  is  fit  for  nothing  but 
sleep  and  indolence,  and  not  at  all  disposed  to  piety,  either 
for  the  practice  of  its  duties,  or  the  tasting  of.  its  i^easures  s 
it  is  rather  promotive  of  .error^  ignorance,  and  neglect  of 
God.  ^^  The  priest  and  the  prophet  (says  Isaiah)  have  err* 
ed  through  strong  drink — they  are  swallowed  up  of  wine^ 
they  are  out  of  the  way,  throqgh  strong  drink — ^for  all  UAlet 
are  full  of  vomit  and  filthiness,  so  that  there  is  no  place 
eleaii." 

Drinking  particularly  increases  tqpon  those  who  are  given 
to  it,  till  it  becomes  habitual,  and,  in  their  own  apprehen- 
sion, absolutely  necessary  ;  all  which  tends  to  raider  their 
hearts  more  hard  and  impenetrable,  less  inclined  to  their 
spiritual  interests,  and  less  mindfol  of  the  Author  of  their 
Mug.    ^<  Woe  unto  them  (says  the  same  prophet)  diat  rise 
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lip  early  in  the  raorning,  that  they  may  follow  strong  drink ; 
that  continue  until  night,  till  wine  inflame  them;  the  harp, 
viol,  tabret  and  pipe,  and  wine  are  in  their  feasts,  but  they 
regard  not  the  work  of  fhe  Lord,  neither  consider  the  ope- 
ration of  his  hands.*'  Nor  is  the  sin  less  in  the  sight  of  God 
where  the  constitution  is  stronger  to  bear  it ;  nor  have  luch 
persons  cause  to  boast  against  those  who  are  more  easily 
overcome,  since  they  are  threatened  with  sorrow  to  which 
no  limits  are  fixed :  ^'  Woe  to  them  that  are  mighty  to  drink 
wine,  and  men  of  strength  to  mingle  strong  drink/'  It  is 
ohen  the  cause  of  poverty  and  distress,  not  only  as  it 
'^cloaths  the  drunkard  or  glutton  in  rags,"  but  to  their  fami« 
lies  and  connexions  alsov  What  multitudes,  by  this  conduct^ 
and  the  foolish  inventions  connected  with  it,  have  been 
plunged  into  an  abyss  of  misery  and  despair  I  Of  such  it  may 
be  said,  ^^  They  have  denied  the  &ith,  and  are  worse  than 
infidels."  From  this  vice  arises  ^^  woe,  sorrow,  contentions^ 
babblings,  wounds,  bitter  reflexions,  with  obstinacy  and  stu- 
pidity," Prov.  xxiii»  S9 — S5.  By  it  the  powers  of  the  soul 
are  distempered,  and  be«x>me  insensible ;  and  godliness  is 
accounted  a  strange  thing,  or  their  jest  and  song.  The  ima- 
gination is  filled  with  the  most  extravagant  ideas,  and  the 
mind  with  such  palpable  darkness,  that  the  light  of  heaven 
can  scarcely  penetrate  it  at  all.  It  produces  idiotism;  tem- 
porary, and  sometimes  lasting  madness;  frothy  conversation, 
indecent,  and  rude  behaviour,  cursing,  falsehood,  and  many 
ridiculous  actions ;  exposes  to  imminent  dangers,  severe  af* 
flictions,  firightiul  accidents,  loathsome  diseases,  and  deatlv 
To  luxurious  living  may  be  attributed  much  of  the  kna- 
very and  chicanery  found  in  the  world,  with  much  of  the 
extortion  and  oppression  complained  of  at  present :  money 
must  be  had  to  support  such  extravagances;  and  if  it  cannot 
be  had  by  fiiir  means,  others  must  be  resorted  to,  whether 
conscience  approve  of  them  or  not.  It  greatly  promotes  that 
bane  of  virtue,  idleness^  which  is  the  fruitful  source  of  so  ma- 
liy  evils,  and  affords  such  opportunities  to  the  evil  one  to 
^xercise  his  hi^ilisli  artB>  and  to  efl^^t  )m  infernal  purpose^' 
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Many  have  been  entangled  bj  this  snare,  and,  like  David, 
fidlen  into  the  g;reatest  crimes;  vrho,  if  they  had  been  lawivl- 
ly  employed,  might  have  escaped,  and  maintained  their  ho« 
nour,  integrity,  and  peace  of  mind.  It  is  this  which  has  often 
given  occasion  to  the  adversary  to  speak  reproadifully,  in« 
temperance  being  so  hateful  to  reflecting  minds,  and  so  dis* 
gusting  to  wicked  men  themselves.  Tipplers,  idlers,  tat« 
tiers,  and  busy-bodies  in  other  men's  affairs,  are  characters 
generally  despised. 

To  the  love  of  sinful  pleasures  and  its  concomitants  may 
be  ascribed  most  of  those  daring  villainies,  and  depredations 
on  the  property  of  others,  which  are  so  common  among  men, 
especially  in  and  near  populous  towns  and  cities,  firom  the 
ingenious  pick-pocket  to  the  audacious  highwayman,  who 
regards  his  own  life  and  your's  as  much  as  he  regards  the 
command,  ^^Thou  shalt  not  steal.'*  The  most  coercive 
measures  hitherto  adopted,  though  they  may  have  suppressed 
thieving  in  some  degree,  have  not  been  able  to  destroy 
the  practice,  as  the  numerous  robberies  and  foi^eries,  which 
so  much  abound,  abundantly  testify. 

When  men  throw  off  the  restraints  6f  sobriety,  it  is  no 
wonder  that  those  of  chastity  soon  foUow,  for  though  all  in- 
decencies do  not  arise  from  intemperance,  in  the  strict  sense 
of  the  word,  that  many  of  them  do,  I  thihk,  will  not  be  de« 
nied :  the  passions,  becoming  inflamed  thereby,  are  the  cause 
of  great  disorders.  This  is  a  delicate  sul^ect  to  be  spoken 
of;  yet,  truth  must  be  regarded  before  our  feelings : — such 
as  the  criminal  connexion  of  the  sexes  in  married  or  single 
life,  Exod.  xx.  14,  Prov.  vii.  22;  sensual,  irregular  desire, 
Gen.  xxviii.  9;  incestuous  commerce.  Lev.  xviii.  6;  unnatu- 
ral  crimes,  Rom.  i.  24 — ^27,  Lev.  xx.  15, 16 ;  inordinate  affec- 
tion, evil  concupiscence,  corrupt  and  obscene  words.  Col. 
iii.  5,  Eph.  iv.  29;  chambering,  effeminacy, 'and  licentious- 
ness, Rom.  xiii.  IS,  Mark  vii.  22,  1  Cor.  vi.  9,  2  Pet.  ii.  18; 
with  all  the  disgraceful  impurities  so  destructive  of  modes- 
ty, and  so  degrading  to  human  nature.    Oh  what  <<a  cage  of 

r  is  theheart  q{  man,  when  under  vile  afiectioni , 
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,  and  unrestrained  sensual  desire!  We  cannot  be  much  sur* 
prized,  considering  the  intrigues,  evil-surmisings,  jealousies^ 
infidelities,  violations  of  order,  breach  of  promises,  miseries 
of  families,  and  other  evils  attendant  on  such  criminal  pro* 
ceedings,  that  Grod  has  declared  himself  the  Judge  of  offend- 
ers like  these,  makij^  them  dreadful  examples  of  his  dis- 
pleasure bj  the  singularity  of  their  punishments,  many  of 
them  here,  and  all  of  them  hereafter,  if  unfeigned  repentance 
prevent  it  not;  of  which  an  assurance  has  been  given  iii  the 
dreadful  overthrow  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah^  who  are  set 
forth  as  an  example  to  the  ungodly  as  ^^  suffering  the  ven^ 
geance  of  eternal  fire.''    The  next  sin  I  shall  notice  is 

HYPOCRISY, 

By  this  I  understand  not  only  that  dissimulation  which  id 
practised  under  religious  or  other  pretences  upon  others, 
.  but  that  also  which  men  firequently  practise  upon  their  own 
minds.    This  is  a  great  enemy  to  Christ  and  his  gospel, 
being  an  imitation  of  the  old  serpent,  who,  the  more  effec- 
tually to  deceive,  ^^  transforms  himself  into  an  angel  of  light.'' 
It  puts  on  almost  eveiy  shape  that  is  likely  to  succeed,  or 
that  is  calculated  to  deceive;  honesty, 'disinterestedness,  vir- 
tue, zeal,  piety :  the  hypocrite,  according  to  persons  and  cir- 
cumstances, avails  himselfof  them  all,  watches  every  occasion, 
,and  seizes  every  opportunity  that  will  tend  to  his  advantage, 
and  promote  his  designs.    In  all  his  actions  he  keeps  in  view 
his  own  honour,  pleasure,  or  profit,    lie  never  loses  sight 
of  one  or  another  of  these;  and  though  he  plays  his  part  as 
gracefully  as  he  can,  sooner,  however^  than  not  gain  his 
point,  any  other  way  will  do  equally  as  well.    He  can  fawn, 
flatter,  carry  news,  promise,  boast,  be  pleasant  or  serious, 
or  whatever  is  likely  to  be  received.    To  effect  all  which 
.  he  shuts  out  from  his  mind  the  thoughts  and  fear  of  God, 
and  blinds  his  own  eyes,  that  he  may  not  see;  and,  in  pos- 
session of  what  was  sought  with  so  much  avidity,  he  glories 
,  in  his  shame;  despises  and  laughs  at  the  credulity  of  others, 
^  admires  hifl  own  wisdom,  and  rejoices  in  his  own  contrivances. 
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a  fishermaD,  he  employs  both  angle  and  drag,  and  re- 
joices, and  is  glad  at  his  success.  ^'Therefore  he  sacrifices 
to  his  net,  and  bums  incense  to  his  drag;  because  by  them 
bis  portion  is  fat,  and  his  meat  plenteous.*'  Hab.  f.  16; 

The  hypocrite  makes  many  protestations  of  what  he  never 
intends  to  {perform,  or  at  least,  not  at  the  appointed  time,  or 
in  the  expected  manner.  He  is  as  full  of  good  words  as  a 
tree  is  of  leaves :  but  either  there  is  no  fruit,  or  the  fi-uit  is 
bad; 

He  is  not  choked  with  perjury,  nor  does  he  stick  at  deik- 
nation ;  yet  the  whole  may  be  done  in  words  ^^  smoother  than 
butter,"'  but  inwardly  these  are  ^^ curses''  and  ^^  war;"  and  he 
understands,  on  proper  occasions,  how  to  shew  them  out* 
wardly  as  ^Mrawn  swprds,"  by  wrath  and  bitternea?, 
and  especially  in  the  absence  of  the  offended  and  abused 
party.  ,  Treachery  is  a  common  fiiult,  and  ofteu  attended 
with  as  much  virulence  after  the  attempt,  as  there  was  of 
craft  and  dissimulation  previous  to  it ;  for  it  is  vile  in  all  its 
forms.  Under  pretence  of  pity  or  sympathy,  it  indulges  its 
malevolence  in  propagating  scandal,  in  whispering,  tale- 
bearing, and  sly  insinuations  of  persons,  who  perhaps  never 
intentionally  offended  them,  or  whose  only  feult  has  been 
to  unbosom  themselves  too  fi'eely,  or  have  placed  too  much 
confidence  in  such  deceivers. 

Much  deception  appears  in  the  perversion  ofzcords.  Hence 
drunken  carousals  are  called  good-fellowship ;  lewdness  and 
abandoned  wickedness  have  the  soft  names  of  youthful  fro- 
licks,  foibles,  being  a  little  wild,  but  having  good  hearts, 
meaning  no  harm,  and  to  be  preferred  to  many  who  pretend 
to  virtue;  the  varied  expensive  ^^ pleasures  of  unrighteous- 
ness," are  called  pastimes,  innocent  amusements,  diversions, 
and  agreeable  entertainments;  smooth-tongued  flattery,  sup- 
pleness, and  effenvnacy,  are  politeness  and  good-breeding ; 
laborious  and  brutal  sports,  with  all  the  wild,  senseless  be- 
haviour which  discovers  itself  at  fiiirs,  wakes,  and  public  fes- 
tivals, are  unbending  the  mind)  recreation,  and  harmlcf* 
mirth :  avariciousness  is  denominated  careful  prudence,  pr«« 
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paring  for  a  rainy  daj,  or  minding  the  main  chance ;  outnt« 
geous  anger  is,  being  a  little  too  warm,  but  the  person  who 
caused  it  was  enough  to  provoke  an  angel ;  pride  takes  the 
name  of  neatness,  decency,  preserving  rank,  and  so  of  many 
other  sins.  And  it  is  not  only  in  what  is  evil  that  it  disco- 
vers itself;  the  same  perversion  is  attempted  where  virtue 
and  religion  are  concerned.  Thus  seriousness  of  spirit  is 
flailed  melancholy  ;  fervent  piety,  fknaticitfm ;  experimental 
religion,  enthusiasm ;  spiritual  worship,  hypocrisy ;  attach- 
ment to  the  people  of  God,  sedition  and  bigotry  ;  censur- 
ing of  vice,  uncharitableness  ;  and  for  a  man  to  forsake  his 
evil  ways,  and  seek  the  salvation  of  his  soul,  is  to  become  a 
laughing  sto6k  to  some,  and  to  have  his  portion  with  those 
of  whom  many  say,  *  Away  with  them; — I  hate  them — ^they 
are  all  that  is  bad,'  &c.  &c.  He  that  is  not  willing  io  pass 
for  a  fool,  is  not  yet  fully  prepared  to  be  a  real  christian, 
I  Cor.  iii.  18. 

There  is  also  much  deceit  used  in  business.^There  are 
many  who  make  no  scruple  of  taking  advantage  of  the  igno- 
rance, incapacity,  or  inattention  of  those  who  purchase  their 
commodities ;  and  act  with  great  injustice,  and  glory  in  such 
unworthy  transactions;  while  others  act  as  unjustly  by  de« 
'ficiency  in  weight  and  measure,  as  the  others  do  in  the  na- 
ture and  value  of  their  commodities;  not  considering  that 
the  bag  of  deceitful,  and  divers  weights  and  measures,  is 
hateful  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  (Prov.  xx.  10.)  whose  eyes 
are  upon  all  the  ways  of  the  sons  of  men,  and  from  whom  no 
secrets  can  possibly  be  hid. 

Lying  and  falsehood  are  part  of  the  same  evil. — ^Tf  lying 
lips  are  an  abomination  to  God,  as  the  scripture  aflSrms, 
how  much  of  this  evil  do  his  eyes  behold !  Many  utter  li^ 
purposely  to  defraud,  deceive,  defame,  from  fearfulness,  in 
sport,  fbr  the  most  unworthy  purposes,  for  the  most  paltry 
gains,  and  on  the  slightest  occasions.  It  discovers  great  de- 
pravity of  heart,  great  cowardice,  and  is  in&mous  and  devil<« 
ish  to  a  high  degree. 

Among  servants  there  are  many  who,  under  the  garb  of 
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honesty  and  carefulness,  are  acting  knavish  and  viUainous 
parts,  purloining,  and  consuming  the  property  of  their  em- 
ployers, serving  with  eye-service,  and  neglecting  their  mas- 
ter's interests  to  take  care  of  their  own :  while,  on  the  other 
liand)  there  are  masters,  who  would  be  thought  excellent, 
but  refuse  to  give  unto  ^^  their  servants  that  which  is  just 
<md  equal ;"  making  them  serve  with  rigour,  and  acting 
towards  them  in  a  cruel,  oppressive,  and  arrogant  manner ; 
.who  refuse  to  fulfil  their  engagements,  and  are  un&ithful  to 
their  promises. 

How  many  merchants  and  great  graders  are  there  who, 
taking  and  making  their  opportunities  from  commercial  fluc- 
tuations, under  various  pretences  of  war,  unfounded  reports, 
•abort  supplies,  bad  trade,  &c.  crush  the  labourer,  the  needy 
dealer,  and  poor  tradesman,  to  increase  their  enormous 
wealth;  while,  perhaps,  the  whole  of  their  declarations  are 
false  altogether,  or  misrepresentations  and  distortions  of 
fiicts  and  circumstances.  But  many  a  poor  fellow  is  obliged 
to  content  himself  with  their  words,  and  wait  firom  time  to 
.time  on  their  overgrown  greatness,  more  like  a  suppli- 
cating beggar,  than  an  industrious  member  of  the  commu- 
.nity.  And  it  must  not  be  denied  that  much  art  is  sometimes 
used  \iff  the  labourer  towards  the  wealthier  dealer :  many  pro* 
mises  made  which  were  never  meant  to  be  kept,  many  instan- 
ces of  fraud  which  have  been  detected,  many  lies  uttered,  and 
.much  dissimulation  practised,  on  a  variety  of  occasions:  and 
thus  iniquity  is  thrown  from  hand  to  hand,  and  transgres* 
sion,  under  numerous  forms,  increased  among  men. 

But  this  evil  is  the  most  pernicious  and  hateful,  when  prac- 
tised under  the  appearance  of  religion,  because,  when  dis- 
covered, its  tendency  is  to  harden  men's  hearts,  and  to  fill 
them  with  prejudice  against  it  and  its  real  professors.  Men 
do  not  give  themselves  time  to  reflect,  that  ^^  all  are  not  of 
Israel  that  are  called  Israel ;"  nor  do  they  make  that  dis- 
tinction between  it  and  those  that  are  called  its  advocates 
or  followers,  which  proves  very  hurtful  both  to  it  and  them- 
selves.   It  is  hurtful  to  it,  since  it  hinders  its  blessed  pro- 
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grass ;  and  to  themseWes,  because  it  prevents  tlieir  enjoy* 
ment  of  its  benefits.  Some  profess  it  as  the  ancient  Ph^4 
sees — ^they  have  the  form  of  a  strict,  and  even  zealous  reli- 
gion, Matt,  xxiii.  14,  15 ;  yet  praise  and  respect  from  men 
are  what  they  are  looking  for:  and  they  frequently  have  their 
reward,  in  being  praised  for  their  attachment  to  the  ceremo* 
nies  of  their  foreikthers,  their  regular  and  constant  atten« 
dance  on  Divine  worship,  their  steadiness,  punctuality,  and 
sobriety,  by  which  they  are  supposed  quite  good  enough  for 
earth  or  heaven.  Yet  all  may  not  look  for  praise  from  men : 
they  may,  however,  deceive  themselves,  by  trusting  in  these 
things,  neglecting  Christ  as  a  foundation,  and  stopping  short 
of  the  religion  of  the  heart.  <^  Do  not  err,  my  beloved  bre* 
thren,'*  is  a  word  worthy  the  attention  of  all.  It  is  awful 
that  there  should  be  those  who  not  only  refuse  to  enter  into 
heaven  themselves,  but  hinder  those  that  would;  and  thesv 
are  often  the  men. 

There  may  be  persons  professing  the  christian  faith  who 
maiy  have  so  little  regard  to  it,  and  its  diviite  Author,  as  to 
sell  both  fV,  Aim,  and  conscience  together,  for  filthy  lucre ; 
like  that  hypocrite,  Judas,  who,  under  the  mask  of  religious 
firiendship,  approached  and  kissed  his  Master,  when  it  is  no- 
torious that  all  he  aimed  at  was  to  betray  him,  and  secure 
the  reward  of  his  treacheiy.  Multitudes,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
for  a  much  less  sum  than  what  Judas  obtained,  sell  the  Lord 
of  glory,  and  all  their  hopes  of  eternal  felicity,  or,  in  other 
words,  lose  their  souls  for  froth  and  emptiness,  which  will 
Bever  repay  them  for  their  pains.  Some  take  up  with  reli- 
If  ion  on  veiy  slight  grounds^  but,  not  counting  the  cost,  they 
have  as  easily  given  up  as  they  hastily  began.  Many 
have  sheltered  themselves  under  the  veil  of  religion  fron» 
worldly  sorrow  and  disappointment ;  and  others  have  dis- 
guised themselves  thus,  to  entangle  the  objects  of  their  affee« 
tion,  or  to  increase  their  worldly  interests,  or  to  please  their 
friends,  or  from  revenge,  or  from  some  sudden  death  or  vow 
In  sickness,  or  a  momentary  dread  of  hell,  and  such  like 
causes :  but,  being  destitute  of  the  root  of  the  matter,  they 
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bave  done  little  else  for  piety,  than  disgrace  it.  To  continue 
with  the  people  of  God,  under  such  motives  as  these,  and  to 
go  not  in  the  true  way  of  righteousness,  they  cannot  please 
God;  and  if  they  please  him  not,  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
that  he  will  communicate  his  grace  to  such ;  and  if  grace  be 
withheld,  though  sin  may  be  smothered  for  a  season,  it  will 
either  break  forth  into  a  flame,  and  proclaim  their  folly  to 
all  or  they  will  sink  into  a  state  of  insensibility  which  no- 
thing can  affect,  or  into  a  state  of  stupidity  which  nothing 

can  move» 

We  may  now  enquire,  where  is  the  man  that  never  used 
deceit,  when  i£  would  best  suit  his  purpose?  Or  where  is 
the  person  who  has  not  been  much  less  vile  in  his  life  and 
conversation  than  in  his  heart  and  imagination!  Who  has 
not,  more  or  less,  been  the  ape  of  virtue,  sincerity,  morality^ 
or  religion,  some  time  or  other  f  Has  not  the  living  God, 
who  sees  us  as  we  are,  discovered  it  in  all,  and  perhaps  as 
much,  or  more,  in  those  who  are  ready  to  apply  it  liberally 
to  others,  than  in  the  persons  they  are  so  ready  to  condemn  t 
Hypocrisy,  in  one  way  or  other,  has  crept  into  all  hearts, 
into  all  places,  and  «11  situations ;  nor  is  it  to  be  wondered 
at  that  men  should  entertain  such  suspicions  one  of  another, 
since  a  knowledge  of  the  springs  of  action  in  their  own 
hearts  naturally  leads  them  to  think  that  others  are  as  bad 
as  themselves,  if  not  worse. 

But  there  is  one  thing  in  hypocrisy  worthy  of  remark : 
whereas  other  sips  are  arguments  in  proof  of  wickediiesi 
only,  this,  vile  as  it  is,  affords  one  in  favour  of  truth  and 
goodness;  for  it  proves  that  such  things  really  exist,  or  they 
could  not  be  thus  imitated;  and  it  leaves  all  hypocrites  inex- 
cusable; and  the  truth  they  copy,  but  obey  not,  will,  with- 
out sincere  contrition,  condemn  and  sentence  them  to  shame 
and  everlasting  contempt. 
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WORLDLY  SPIRIT. 

It  is  somewliat  reinaiicable,  while  men  admit  that  they 
are  endued  ynih  superior  gifts  to  the  other  creatures,  and 
infer  from  this,  amOng  other  suligectsj  their  own  immorta- 
lity,.that  they  should  act  as  though  they  w6re  made  entirely 
lor  the  present,  and  were  never  to  enter  upon  a  future  states 
It  is  difficult  to  reconcile  such  sentiments  with  such  a  prac- 
tice, it  s^ms  ^do  great  a  reflection  on  the  wisdom  of  Grod ; 
ftince^  if  we  were  made  to  act  thus^  the  greater  gifts  bestow- 
ed upon  ns^  being  superfldous,  would  be  given  ns  in  vain^ 
and  since  inferior  powers,  and  greater  ignorance  of  our  des« 
tiny,  would,  to  all  appearance^  have  rendered  us  less  liable 
to  his  displeasure,  and  made  us  much  more  contented  and 
happy  with  our  lot.    As  it  now  is^  there  is  much  sin  com- 
mitted, and  ranch  misery  and  sorrow  experienced.  But  man 
is  often  at  war  with  his  own  opinions.    It  is  to  this  that 
tnust  be  ascribed  thfe  reason  why  many  who  admit  the  truth 
and  authority  of  the  gospel,  do  not  yield  that  obedience  to  it 
nrhich  it  demands.    'They  are  so  constantly  engaged  in 
Ivorldly  affairs  as  to  be  wholly  taken  up  with  them,  or 
greatly  entangled  by  them. '  Ttey  have  little  time  for  read- 
ing, less  fbi"  reflection,  and  perhaps  none  for  devotion ;  and 
thus  they  continue  strangers  to  the  truths  of  God;  and  have 
*  no  certain  rtile  whereby  they  can  judge  of  the  morality  or 
immorality  of  their  actions,  except  what  is  traditionary,  or 
hatched  accidentally  from  the  conversation  of  others.   They 
imagine  that  they  hiive  something  more  important  to  attend 
to  than  religion  ;  and  thus  worldly  carea^  friendships  plea- 
sure, business,  hopes  and  fears^  either  choke  the  good  seed^ 
and  prevent  it  from  springing,  or  forbid  its  admission  into 
the  mind.     On*  these  accounts,  a  worldly  spirit  discovers 
^reat  folly  in  the  preference  it  gives  to  worldly  good  before 
that  which  is  spiritual  and  heavefnly ;  that  which  is  transient 
to  that  which  is  lasting ;  that  which  promises  tUe  present 
gratifications  of  sense,  to  that  which  holds  forth  eternal  joys; 
sin  to  grace,  and  the  world  to  God.    Tliis  would  not  have 
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been  the  case,  if  the  gospel  had  been  understood,  the  prin- 
ciples of  it  investigated,  its  influence  fblt,  and  its  importance 
considered.  Bat  tiie  rich  are  too  rich,  the  buy  loo  bu^r, 
and  th«  poor  too  poor  to  regard  it :  and  the  conteqiteDce  io^ 
that  thiey  hnv^  ivo  arguilients  to  defend  it,  no  zeal  toapread  it. 
Ho  lore  td  support  it,  and  derive  no  aeihsiUe  benefit  fi^m  it. 
gome  of  its  dntves  are  unknown,  others  neglected^or  partiaUy 
performed,  and  the  test  ej^>laitired  ai^j,  and  ,3^  ^haps  aft 
falla  reward  expected  aathon^  they  had  all  been  peirforBl- 
Bd  ih  the  best  and  strictest  manner,  if  the  things  of  Gdd 
are  Spoken  of,  a  carnal  man  either  utters  the  most  glaring 
absulrdities,  or  assents  to  what  is  said  out  of  ooiliplaiaatioe^ 
without  knowing  his  own  meaning ;  is  rude,  and  pretends  to 
!bake  ofl(?nce,  that  he  may  not  beexpected  to  answer,  or  is  struck 
dumb.  Bnt,  take  him  on  his  own  gtound :  talk  of  weather, 
trade^  politics,  war,  ftshions,  nlews,  and  he  is  in  his  element; 
he  can  talk,  reason,  advise^  any  thiilg ;  and  thus  the  man 
'shews  he  belongs  to  the  woiW.  Cnn  a  mind  employed  in 
the  attaiMttents  of  wisdom  like  this  be  disposed  to  receive 
the  humbling  tmtha  of  the  goapd  ?  <<  The  fear  of  tiie  Lord 
is  the  beginning  of  wisdom  f'  and  if  so^  those  that  fear  him 
not,,  beikig  taken  up  with  snob  worldly  ootocems,  are  of  no 
esteem  for  ail  the  wisdom  they  boast  of^  in  thesi^t  crf'Gody 
or  in  the 'sight  of  enlightened  men. 

It  is  strengthened  by  a  badtdmadkm  /  that  is,  an  irreligious 
one. — ^There  are  parents  and  teachers  who  act  as  though 
the' children  committed  to  their  care  owed  no  service  to  the 
iluthor  of  their  being,  and  stood  in  no  need  of  acquainting 
themselves  with  their  graeions  Redeemer.  They  are  trained 
up  wholfy  for  the  worid,  and  eteiy  principle  instilled  into 
their  minds  which  will  prepare  them  for  the  siUmtion  thc^ 
are  to  fill  in  life.  Need  we  then  bo  surfMised,  if  we  observe 
them  given  to  vice,  sensuality,  or  impiety  ?  The  human 
heart,  by  nature,  is  like  an  uncultivated  desert,  capable  in- 
deed of  cakure,  but  which  grows  worse  by  neglect.  The 
seeds  of  truth  alone  can  prevent  the  noxious  weeds  of  sin 
and  IMHy  from  springing  up^there*    Henee  the  necessity  of 
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rdigiouB  infitruction.   Suppose  it  is  admitted  that  the  Spirit 
efOod  strives  with  them,  and  that  the  restraints  of  grace 
are  upon  them^  not  having  been  instructed  in  the  nature  of 
these  things,  they  either  comprehend  them  not,  or  disregard 
them ;  and  thus  they  arrive  at  manhood  grangers  to  the 
powerfid  stimulus  of  good  ejmmple ;  strangers  and  enemies 
to  God.   The  adversary  has  had  time  to  sow  his  tares,  vicious 
habits  are  formed  ;  and  they  become  open  or  secret  in£de]?, 
contemners  of  piefy,  lovers  of  pleasure,  or  mere  formal  at** 
tendants  on  religious  worship.     Are  these    prepared  to 
receive  the  spiritiml  and  sublime  truths  of  the  gospel  ? j 
.    PemidoHs  books  have  the  same  effioct* — Men  of  corrupt 
minds,  and  destitute  of  the  truth,  by  this  means  spread  their 
vain  and  sceptical  opinions  fiir  and  wide;  and  where  their 
insinuations  meet  not  the  r^uiaiveforice  of  previously  ad» 
milted  truth,  they  are  warmly  received.    Tlie  unhumbled 
einner,  by  this  means,  is  lulled  into  a  fittal  security.    But  it 
i»  as  he  would  have  it :  conscience  is  laid  asleep,  restraint 
removed,  and  pride  or  passion  indulged  without  remorse. 
When  the  ^^  foundatimiB'^  are  thus  permitted  to  be  '^  remo« 
ved,^*  what  can  succeed  but  a  life  of  uncertainty  and  con- 
jecture i    Blind  chance  is  set  up  and  worshipped  as  God ; 
to  it  are  ascribed  the  fonnation,  and,  of  course,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  world.    As  a  certain  writer,  however,  observes, 
^Mf  all  things  come  by  chance,  there  may  be  a  held  by 
ehance;  and  by  ehaiice  th^,  the  sceptic  and  freethinker,  may 
iaH  into  it,   and  be  damned.      What  a  chance  wiil  that 
prove!*'   Yet  this  is  perfectly  consistent  with  their  reason- 
ings.   <^  He  that  sitteth  in  the  heavens  shall  laugh ;  the 
liord  shall  have  them  in  derision."  Persons  of  this  descrip- 
iioQ  seldom  eonsiAlr  consequences;  .hence  we  ligve  seen,  in 
our  day,  that  when  a  fiiture  day  of  retribution  and  the  au- 
thority of  the  great  Judge  have  been  denied,  (their  beneficial 
influence  on  society  being  proportionably  weakened  as  they 
4ire  disbelieved)  the*ilood-gates  of  iniquity  and  the  over- 
flowings of  ungodliness,  which  have  burst  forth  in  Europe, 
have  threatened  to  destroy  every  thing  that  is  excellent  qnd 
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praiae-worthj  among  men.  For  who  would  be  strictly  vir- 
tuous by  choice  ?  Who  would  regard  violating  the  most 
sacred  engagements  ?  Who  would  sustain  an  unblemished 
character  in  his  profession  i  If  religion  could  be  proved  a 
fiction,  and  all  it«  threats  destitute  of  truth,  what  anarchy 
and  confusion  would  ensue — ^what  rapine,  perfidy,  and  hor-r 
ror  would  abound !  Like  the  fishes  of  the  sea,  the  stronger 
would  devour  the  weaker.  Commerce^  agriculture,  and 
learning  would  be  interrupted  in  their  course.  The  igno^ 
rant  and  barbarous  rabble,  dead  to  the  best  feelings  of  hu-^ 
manity,  would  throw  ofi^  all  subordination,  and  every  thing 
dishonouring  to  God  and  degrading  to  man  would  be  adopt-, 
ed.  And  who  eould  blame  them  on  sceptical  principles  ? 
Or  what  could  possibly  harm  them  ?  At  death,  their  ^^  eter- 
nal sleep"  will  be  as  sound  and  as  sweet  as  the  most  virtu? 
ous  under,  heaven,  and  none  can  make  them  afraid.  And 
w  hat  is  the  happiness  such  a  system  proposes  ?  Supposing  no 
doubt  ever  arose  respecting  its  validity  ;  or  that  conscimioe 
never  awoke  to  upbraid  them,  (which  is  not  admitted) 
are  the  pleasures  of  science,  of  the  imagination,  of  the 
senses ;  are  these  the  sources  of  their  happiness  ?  If  so,  they 
are  not  really  happy.  The  christian  is  as  capable.of  knowing 
these  pleasures  as  the  infidel ;  and  he  knows  that  the  fevour 
of  God  is  beyond  them  all.  But  conscience  will  sometimes 
awake,  the  terrors  of  God  will  sometimes  be  felt,  and  unless 
fully  given  up  to  hardness  of  heart,  doubts  will  arise  ;  and 
then  where  is  their  happiness  ?*  Nor  are  the  generality  of 
plays,  novels,  and  such  like  trash  much  better.  Nature  is 
rather  caricatured  than  described;  felse  sympathy  is  awaked, 
false  hopes  excited,  base  passions  stimulated,  and  the  heart 
more  deeply  corrupted.  O,  how  insipid  is  Divine  truth  to 
those  whose  imaginations  sflre  thus  heated  by  such  chimeric 
cal  images ! 

*  1  knew  one  Mr.  G.  of  Ifolttoj^han,  who  rcaonnerd  his  infidel  erred,  mod 

lias  indeed, « a  brand  plucked  fiom  tke  fire,*  hMi'mg  been  a  cbief  nao  in  a  a%> 

ricty  of  that  kind  for  many  years,  and  who  knew  all  their  minds  on  tbe  sat^*; 

ject;  wbo  declared  ttiat  after  all  tbcir  contonpt  of  TtjttAtd  religion,  Ibej 

^  Lf  hsid  their  fears  lest  it  ihould  proTC  tnc, 
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Badcampam/  tends  to  confirm  it. — ^It  is  of  small  moment 
whether  the  company  be  rich  or  poor,  for  however  they  may 
differ  in  judgment^  manner,  or  pursuits,  the  communication 
will  be  evil,  and  that  will  corrupt  good  manners  where  they 
are,  and  establish  the  bad  where  the  good  are  not.   >^  Men 
of  high  degree  (said  the  psalmist)  are  a  lie ;  and  men  of 
low  degree  are  vanity."    For  this  cause  it  is  said,  ^<  Enter 
not  into  the  path  of  the  wicked,  and  go  not  in  the  way  of 
evil  men  ;  avoid  it,  pass  not  by  it,  turn  from  it,  and  pass 
away."    Can  a  man  associate  with  such  as  delight  in  scorns* 
ing  and  hate  knowtedge  ;  who  rejoice  to  do  evil  and  blas- 
pheme ;  whose  heartsare  full  of  concupiscence ;  who  despise 
the  dictates  of  conscience ;  sing  the  drunkard's  song ;  pro* 
fanely  swear;  are  fond  of  lewd  speeches,  impious  jests,  ga« 
ming,  and  midnight  revels  ?  Is  it  possible  to  make  persona 
of  such  corrupt  morals  our  friends,  and  we  not  be  tainted, 
nor  enter  into'the  same  spirit  ?  As  well  may  we  expect  that 
the  tenderest  plants  from  the  wannest  climates  would  flou- 
rish and  vegetate  most  when  exposed  to  the  sharp  frosts  of 
our  severest  winters,  or  that  he  that  rolls  himself  in  mud 
will  not  be  defiled.    You  must  be  what  they  are,  if  you  will 
choose  wicked  company,  or  you  must  fly.    If  you  fly  not^ 
your  taste  for  the  gospel  will  be  vitiated ;  its  precepts  and 
duties  will  be  strange  things ;  and  all  that  belongs  to  it  will 
be  opposed,  contemned,  or  appear  unsuitable  to  you. 

It  is  promoted  by  an  unenUghiened  ministry. — ^The  sword 
of  the  Spirit,  in  the  hand  of  a  judicious,  fiiithful,  and  expe- 
rienced minister  of  Christ,  will  do  execution.  It  lays  open 
the  heart  of  the  sinner  to  his  own  view,  constrains  him  to 
pass  judgment  on  his  sinfiil  actions,  and  awes  him  into  an 
acknowledgment  of  his  failings,  and  the  long-suffering  of 
God.  But  when  a  man  i$  thrust  into  the  ministry  by  bis  re- 
lations for  ^^a  piece  of  bread,"  and  perhaps  much  against  his 
will,  having  never  understood  what  travail  of  soul  on  account 
pf  sin  meanQ,  he  is  incapable  of  understanding  it  in  others. 
When  he  takes  up  the  gospel  sword,  he  comments  learnedly 
enough  upon  it^^  and  speaks  highly  of  its  excellency;  but  he 
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18  nnflkilfiil  in  tbe  use  of  it.    He  i8  like  a  timid  Uind  man, 
who  gives  a  feeble,  ineffectual  stroke  in  the  air,  and  after  a 
•hart  flonrifih  puts  it  in  its  peaceful  scabbard  again.    Such  a 
ministry  is  not  calculated  to  rouze  the  guilty,  nor  alarm  the 
wiholy.    It  has  no  salutary  influence  upon  their  hearts. 
They  may  be  pleased,  but  cannot  be  greatly  profited;  and 
the  profit,  if  any,  consists  in  a  small  portion  of  feeble  mora- 
lity.   When  the  sincere  vord  of  truth  is  mixed  with  super* 
stition,  or  is  adulterated  with  &lse  doctrines,  it  not  only 
loses  its  healing  or  penetrating  powers,  but  becomes  dan- 
'  gerous  as  poison  miiced  with  wine :  when  attended  by  perse* 
cation,  and  malevolence,  its  native  lustre  is  obscured,  and 
becomes  less  amiable  to  tbe  beholders,  and  chases  away  the 
aggrieved  party,  which  is  generally  the  best  and  most  seri* 
otts;  and  if  sudi  unworthy  shepherds  associate  with  the  ene* 
mies  of  godliness,  they  bring  both  themselves  and  their  pro- 
fession  into  eontenpt    Those*  who  contend  for,  and  sit  nn« 
der  such  a  ministiy,  may  well  be  ignorant,  despise  tha 
gospel,  and  continue  strangers  to  real  conversion. 

A  pertecuiing  and  prqfiigaie  magistracy. — ^Wh^re  magis* 
traies  are  remiss  in  their  duty,  or  countenance  wickedness, 
either  by  the  company  they  keep,  by  any  unlawAil  opposition 
to  real  piety,  refusal  of  justice,  or  fay  personal  offences,  it 
has  a  bad  efect  upon  the  w(M*ldly  minded,  especially  the 
lower  .classes,  who  notice,  and  copy  after  their  betters, 
Mid  causes  them  to  be  ashamed  of  that  which  may  cause 
iihem  inconveniences,  or  expose  them  to  persecution ;  yea, 
i^d  they  even  go  to  'greater  longdis  in  sin  ibr  fear  they 
ahould  be  suspected.  This  nation,  in  the  time  of  the  Pm*i« 
tens,  and  Non-conformists,  saw  mudi  of  this  evil,  but  thanks 
be  to  God,  that  our  lot  is  cast  in  better  days.  There  may, 
indeed,  be  here  and  there  one,  '^  who  neither  fears  God,  nor 
.rc^gards  man;"  but  their  number  Thope  is  smaU,  who  would 
not  act  according  to  the  laws,  and  afford  redress  to  all  who 
seek  it  in  a  lawful  manner.  The  regular  administration  of 
^justice  in  this  nation  is  admirable.  If  our  eriminal  laws,  for 
aome  oleaees,  ane  deemed  too  sanguinary,  that  lies  more 
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with  the  legislators,  than  with  those  who  are  appointed  to 
etiibrce  these  laws;  but  certainly  much  praise  is  dii# 
to  all  who  impartiallj  enforce  those  statutes  which  afbrd 
the  peacefiil  subject  protection  from  violence,  the  possession 
of  property,  and  the  rights  of  conscience.  A  magistracy 
that  disregards  these  things,  may  be  most  justly  d^recatedy 
as  one  of  the  greatest  evils  that  could  befiil  us  as  a  nation. 
Our  portion  of  piety  is  sufficiently  small,  but  that^  appa- 
rently, would  msdi:e  it  much  smaller. 

Care  and  s^licitudey  both  among  rich  and  poor,  has  a  ten- 
dency to  cause  forgetfulness  of  God,  and  to  divert  the  mind 
from  him.  Worldly  prosperity,  and  great  concerns,  are  at- 
tended with  care  and  anxiety,  as  well  as  poverty.  Commer* 
cial  men  are  often  in  a  state  of  painful  suspense:  they  are 
greatly  agitated  by  good  and  bad  news ;  having  set  their  hearts 
on  riches  or  greatness, their  souls  are  buried  in  care,  orentan* 
gled  wholly  by  worldly  considerations;  and,  in  addition, 
there  are  many  indulgencies  to  be  sought  after,  what  delica- 
cies shall  we  eat,  what  delicious  wines  shall  we  drink,  and 
what  elegant  apparel  shall  we  wear?  besides  a  thousand 
other  matters  which  are  deemed  highly  important.  Thus 
their  time  and  thoughts  are  taken  tip  till,  first,  they  have  na 
opportunity  for  religion;  next,  no  inclination;  and,  lastly,  a 
rooted  enmity  against  it,  and  against  its  Author.  The  sab** 
bath  arrives;  and  while  the  assemblies  of  God's  wiUing 
people  are,  according  to  their  different  views,  aiming  to 
worship  him  aright,  this  greedy  desire  of  gain  causes  otheri 
to  be  posting  their  books,  writing  to  their  correspondents,  or 
forming  new  speculations.  Others  are  hunting  after  news, 
visiting,  and  making  excursions  on  business  or  pleasure. 
And,  though  there  are  those  who  appear  at  the  house  of  God, 
their  minds  are  so  filled  with  care  that  there  is  no  room  for 
trutlt  to  enter;  or  if  a  few  seeds  fidl  on  the  mind,  the  birds- 
devour  it  soon,  because  no  proper  attention  is  paid  to  it; 
and  they  continue  in  the  same  state  as  before.  Poor  people, 
and  those  who  endeavour  to  live  respectably,  are  also  kept 
from  embracing  the  gospel,  by  a  variety  of  cares  and  trOu« 
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bles,  Urge  fiimilies,  diflfeultj  of  supplies,  accidents,  and 
afflictions;  or  perhaps  want  of  employment,  the  dread  of 
ti'editors,  unequal  yoke-fellows,  unkindness  or  knavery  of 
others,  &c.  Well  might  the  Saviour  bid  us  beware  of  the 
cares  of  life ;  for  those  that  are  intoxicated  by  them,  are  not 
in  a  state  to  receive  the  truths  by  which  the  soul  is  led  in 
the  way  of  life  and  happiness. 

A  worldly  spirit  docs  harm  many  ways. — ^It  ^ives  rise  to  the 
fear  of  man.  Those  who  are  under  its  influence  seek  th^ 
honour  that  cometh  from  man,  and  are  afraid  of  their  re- 
marks and  censures.  They  cannot  bear  to  pass  for  enthu^ 
Blasts,  or  be  numbered  with  the  despised  followers  of  Christ. 
They  must  be  respectable;  and  if  they  cannot  have  it  with 
a  good  conscience,  they  will  have  it  without  it.  Many  are 
filled  with  shame  and  confusion  to  be  thought  serious,  or  fa- 
vourers of  those  who  tell  the  world,  as  their  Lord  did  before 
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them)  that  its  deeds  are  evil.    Many  beguile  their  souls  with 
fidse  hopes  that  they  may  be  saved  without  conversion — ^that 
God  will  not  prove  so  strict  as  his  word  declares — ^that  he 
will  make  merciful  allowances  for  human  weaknesses;  mean- 
ing that  he  will  approve  of  them,  though  they  continue  in 
their  sins;  holding  fiist  their  besetting  sin,  whether  pleasure^ 
gain,  ambition,  or  what  not    Others,  again,  intend  to  turn 
sometime,  and  be  saved,  and  purpose,  when  they  do  begin, 
that  they  will  out-shine  many  whom  they  have  known.    If 
you  enquire  why  they  begin  not  now,  they  are  too  young, 
too  busy,  too  gay,  too  wise  and  learned,  of  too  great  a  fami- 
ly and  respectable  connexions;  or  they  are  displeased  witli 
hypocritical  professors ;  some  from  whom  they  have  great 
expectations  it  would  otfend;  or  it  will  hurt  them  in  their 
character,  affairs,  and  connexions.    It  is  astonishing  what 
excuses  are  made,  what  procrastination  appears,  and  what 
ways  men  take  to  justify  their  proceedings.     Yet  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  there  arc  many  in  hell  who  never  meant  to  have 
lean  there :  but,  trifling  with  God  and  their  own  souls,  and 
full  of  the  world,  till  death  came,  and  who,  finding  them 
unprepared,  became  to  them  the  king  of  terrors,  and  imperi" 
•usly  sent  them  to  the  r^ions  of  darkness  and  despair 
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ERRONEOUS  OPINIONS. 

It  does  not  appear  from  the  gospel,  that  it  was  the  purpose 
of  God  that  one  part  of  his  church  should  tolerate  or  lord  it 
over  another,  or  that  one  part  of  it  should  adopt  one  mode 
of  worship^  and  other  parts  other  modes ;  mueh  less,  that 
they  should  be  split  and  divided  into  parties,  holding  prin-' 
ciples  in  direct  opposition  one  to  another.  None  of  his  com- 
mands, institutions,  or  instructions,  afford  room  for  any  suchr 
conjecture.  There  are,  indeed,  a  few  observations  made  re- 
specting scrupulous  consciences;  and  advice  git^n  on  that 
subject;  but  the  whole  church  is  required  to  be  of  the  same 
mind  and  judgment,  and  cautioned  against  divisions,  and 
those  that  caused  them.  We  liiust,  therefore,  look  ujpon  the 
divisions,  quarrels,  and  debates  among  christians,  as  so  ma- 
ny proofs  of  our  ignorance,  prejudices,  and  imperfections.* 
To  say  that  God  has  turned  it  to  the  advantage  of  the  world, 
is,  with  me,  a  matter  of  doubt.  The  world,  I  think,  would 
have  been  much  more  benefitted,  if  the  church  hadrenmined 
one,  according  to  the  intention  of  its  Living  Head.  But,' 
admitting  that  the  world  has  received  good  by  these  divisions,* 
it  only  proves  that  we  are  fijolish,  and  that  God  is  wise  and 
good  in  restoring  that  which  we  have  marred,  or  turning  it, 
one  way  or  other,  to  our  advantage,  and  that  of  our  feUow- 
creatui^es.  Such  a  returp  of  unity  as  that  which  the 
first  christian  church  expeiienced  in  Jerusalem  is  great- 
ly to  be  desired;  where  all  were  of  one  heslrt  and  soul.  And 
cannot  the  same  cause  produce  the  same  effects  ?  It  was 
from  the  abundant  pouring  forth  of  the  Spirit  of  holiness^  and 
power  that  such  wonders  were  performed ;  and  when  the 
purposes  of  Heaven  are  fulfilled,  and  the  fulness  of  the 
Spirit  is  given  in  the  latter  days,  it  may  naturally  be  ex- 
pected that  there  will  be  again- one  fold  under  one  Shepherd, 
while  pure  and  perfect  love  shall  dwell  and  reign  trium- 
phant in  every  believing  heart.  In  the  mean  time,  the  true 
disciples  of  Christ  miist  be  inyiting  him  to  come,  and  in 
every  lawful  way,  and  every  lieavenly  disposition,  spreading 
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his  truth  among'maiikind.  They  may  meet  with  no  reward 
here,  except  the  datislhctidti  arisibf^  frotft  ^deavours  to  do 
-  good;  but  the  SavioiAr  iHU  ackuiiwlec^  H  st  hwcominf ; 
Should  Mjinquife  Whf  steh  k  variety  of  eeatiBtato  pre* 
▼ails  oMong  Christiana^  wiiM  error  t%  atod  how  it  b  <ipf09eA 
to  the  goipel,  it  ia  attweved  with  regard  to  the  first,  ^t  it 
nay  arise  flnoai 

Indifference.'^^in  hte  so  dariBaned  the  milMl,  ^ttrpited 
the  judgnieat^  seared  the  constience,  and  stupified  the  heait 
of  man,  tiiat  he  ooneeiTeb  not  aright  die  nature  and  inq^« 
laace  of  Diviae  truth,  which  prevents  hiai  from  knowing 
how  much  it  conoeras  hifl^  and  le^yes  him  an  easy  prey  to 
^rror.  He  may  feel  hiitiself  not  much  intere^ed  in  either  ; 
but  as  the  latter  generally  makes  a  plausible  appeanmte^  and 
promises  something  gratifying  to  Us  oamal  dispositions,  h^ 
the  mote  readily  embraced  it.  Truth  does  not  display  idl 
its  exo^encies  at  first  sight;  it  is  like  the  precious  metak  bk 
the  bowels  of  th^  iMoih^  tiikt  most  be  sought  with  oarfe,  dtli- 
geiicey  and  labour.  NoW^,  to  toil  htfrd  in  what  we  have  no 
interest,  is  of  all  services  the  most  unpleasant,  and  the  soon*^ 
est  relinquished ;  so  if  men  see  not  theor  own  interest  in  spi* 
ritual  amttets,  thfey  wiU  not  troidble  themselves  about  tl»in, 
but  make  light  of  them.  This  conduct  is  a  gross  insult  o& 
fered  to  God,  atid  highly  promking  in  his  sight,  Iran  whom^ 
baring  so  fitaly  mid  genertasly  provided  a  flpiritiml  repast 
lor  them,  they  coolelnptudiidty,  or  negligently  turn  away,  and 
tofuse  to  cotoe^  ^  The  kitig  was  Wroth,  and  teid,  not  One  of 
the  mta  that  vTas  bidden  shall  taste  of  n^  sufqper,*  for  their 
ingratitude,  cialdnes^  alid  indidR^remse. 

Prguiice.*^The  indaence  of  tint  on  tiie  mind  and 
actions  of  men  is  smpri^ngly  great.  Hmtty^  oxcellent 
persons,  fhing%  or  aetions,  tnay  sqppear,  wjien  tt  is  net 
^own  that  the  puUit  have  attadied  odious  name^  and 
meanings  to  them,  and  the  truths  they  deliver;  as  soon  km 
that  diseoveiy  is  amde,  tkfir  lustre  is  lost,  tfa^ir  words  disre* 
garded,  and  Aeir  chjatvcler  pitied  or  despised.  This  prgu^ 
dice  appears  to  the  tnths  of  the  foe^pel :  they  will  Aot  re* 


ceive  such  aad  9ii€h  doctriBesi  beeaus^^  eertaia  eBthn^iastQ 
rsceiw  tbsm;  or  they  e^laia  amij  their  meaiiiBg,  ledt  the]^ 
ahould  be  ^uppeeted  of  fdv<mftii|r  ^^e  de^pked  party,  and 
luring  tbeoaselv^  into  contempt.  A^  it  is  the  mtne  prin<^ 
eiple  which  l^ads  them  to  embrace  systiems  thej  neither  nn-i 
derstaad^  afe  ^n^fitted  hy^  nor  are  capable  of  defending  by 
argument  or  scripture.  It  waa  on  this  ground  that  the  Jew*. 
^  iah  nation  in  general  rejected  the  Son  of  God.  Their  pre^ 
Judicoi  were  all  in  ftvour  of  a  temporal  Messiah^  and  a  glo« 
rions  earthly  kingdom  i  and,  therefore,  when  they  saw  him 
•ssuminji  the  diameter  of  a  spiritual  teacher,  coming  in  tho 
naiae  of  anotlier,  .and  siting  np  a  ^iritual  kingdom,  thejr 
opposed  htm  and  his  designs,  and  persevered  in  their  malice 
and  opposition,  till  they  pnt  him  to  an  ignominious  and  act 
imrsed  death.  This  has  kept  oiifiads  from  embracing  ^  the 
iruth  as  it  i4  in  Jesuq." 

Mercenary  motmM. — ^Money,  in  the  present  state  of  sot 
ciety,  being  the  grand  mediuip  of  sopplying  the  wants  of 
men,  of  gaining  them  respect,  pleasure,  ease,  and  various 
•nparflaities ;  as  this  gives  them  power,  inflnonce,  and  ima# 
l^nary  independance,  it  is  hi^y  priaod,  eagerly  sought^ 
And  impiously  idoli|»d.  For  this  i^eligibn  has  hami  renounce* 
ed,  S  Pet.  ii.  Id  $  the  honour  of  God  trampled  on,  9  Kings  vi 
£i ;  peace  of  conscience  lost,  and  all  evil  committed,  1  Tim; 
m.  10.  Its  tendency  is  to  blind  the  eyes  and  corrupt  the  hearty 
4111  .dariuiesB  is  loved  better  than  light ;  and  ike  most  destruc# 
.live  errors  have  been  preferred  to  the  purest  and  snUimest 
truths.  Many,  on  this  pripciple,  h&ve  connected  them«> 
<aelves  with  individuals  and  communities  of  the  most  oppo* 
-site  opinions  and  jarring  sentiments,  of  the  most  discordant 
manners  tad  views,  and  widely  different  forms  of  worship; 
but  the  love  of  mon^,  has  reconciled  all  oppositions,  and 
harmonized  all  discordancies.  Can  minds  like  these  submit  to 
trath  7  Can  they  love  and  follow  it  ?  It  is  unlikely  they  should. 
Such  hypocrisy  leads  them  deeper  and  deeper  into  error, 
till  it  becomes  their  element,  and  truth  is  fer  from  them. 

Natural  disposition. — Of  this  therf  is  great  diversity^  and 
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H  is  probable  it  has  a  considerable  share  in  the  choice  or  re« 
jection  of  Divine  truth.    The  rash  and  considerate,  the  re- 
served and  open,  the  contracted  and  liberal,  the  gloomj 
and  cheerful,  the  churlish  and  afiable,  the '  unfeeling  and 
compassionate,  the  timid  and  headstrong,  the  pliaUe  and 
opinionated,  and  many  others.    How  diiferent  may  truth 
and  error  appear  when  viewed  through  these  mediums ! 
Some- are  led  calmly  and  deliberately  to  investigate  every 
subject  that  is  presented  to  the  mind ;  some  go  fiirther,  and 
reject  all  th^  cannot  comprehend;  while  others  reason 
scarcely  at  all,  and  take  for  granted  what  is  proposed  by 
persons  supposed  wiser  than  themselves.  -  The  association 
of  ideas,  antipathies,  and  sympathies,  are  acknowledged  in 
other  subjects ;  and  why  not  in  that  of  religion,  and  of  what  is 
erroneously  substituted  in  its  place?    Thus,  for  instance, 
the  gloomy  may  prefer  the  gloomy  and  superstitious,  while 
the  checarful  would  avoid  both,  and  adopt  what  it  found 
agreeable  to  its  own  views;  the  unfeeling  might  be  for  the 
intolerant  and  persecuting  part,  while  the  compassionate 
would  shun  it  with  horror,  and  embrace  what  was  more  in 
unison  with  its  own  sentiments;  and  so  of  the  rest.    He  who 
would  find  out  truth  will  need  to  bring  a  candid,  sincere, 
and  resolute  mind  to  discover  it;  without  which  his  labour 
will  be  fruitless.    I  would  not  have  it  understood  that  we 
are  laid  under  the  fetal  necessity  of  choosing  or  refusing,  ac« 
cording  to  our  natural  bias :  there  are  other  circumstances  to 
be  taken  into  the  account  as  well  as  this.  My  meaning  is,  that 
finen  are  apt  to  follow  this,  without  duly  considering  how 
easily,  by  this  means,  we  may  mistake  truth,  and  fell  into 
dangerous  errors.    Thus  the  Athenians  were  remaikable  for 
their  diligent  enquiries  and  investigations  of  new  subjects, 
and  superstitious  atCsichments  to  idol  temples  and  worship ; 
•but  when  truth  was  spoken  by  the  inspired  apostle,  it  ap- 
.peared  to  .them  mere  babble,  and  drew  from  them  the  con- 
temptuous sneer;  while  their  excessive  devotion  shut  out  the 
true  and  living  God,  and  kept  them  ignorant  of  his  spiritual 
and  acceptable  worship. 
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Contradktioti  andchstinacjf. — An  attempt  to  lead  sotite  per- 
sons to  enquire  after  truth  would  be  altogether  vain,  being 
resolved  neither  to  enquire  seriously  either  what  is  truthoi 
what  is  error.  They  are  determined  they  will  not  be  of  your 
opinion,  let  the  consequence  be  whatever  it  may  ;  they  will 
follow  their  own,  right  or  wrong,  although  they  are  incapa* 
ble  of  giving  you  a  consistent  account  of  what  they  believe, 
experience,  or  practise.  No  concern  you  discover;  no  me- 
thod you  pursue;  no  argument  you  may- use;  no  scripture 
you  may  produce;  no  system  described ;  and  no  character, 
however  excellent,  brought  forward  can  move  them.  They 
resolve  to  follow  the  steps  of  some  they  approve  of,  or  ta 
avoid  the  reproach  of  changing  their  religion,  as  it  is  called; 
or  to  escape  persecution  and  the  cross.  Like  the  stubborn 
Scribes  and  Pharisees  of  old,  they  abide  unchanged  under 
all  advantages';  find  fault  with  others,  instead  of  minding 
their  own  situation ;  say  of  him  that  uses  sel&dcnial  and  ab- 
stinence, that  he  id  sent  of  the  devil,  or  under  his  power; 
and  he  who  comes,  like  the  Saviour,  more  courteous  and 

*  « 

friendly,  that  he  is  gluttonous,  and  a  wine-bibber.  They 
will  neither  dance  to  your  music,  nor  weep  at  your  sorrow. 
In  a  word,  they  '^are  contentious  and  obey  not  the  trtttb,  but 
obey  unrighteousnessi''  Is  such  a  mind  as  this  prepared  to 
*^  hear  the  word  of  God,  and  keep  it  V*  Would  it  not  be  a. 
libel  upon  truth  to  aiflBrm  it  ? 

Famiiy  connexions  and  acquaintance. — ^The  eontroni  of 
parents  and  guardians  over  the  minds  of  youth  is  great,  and 
though  their  authority  maiy  be  considered  as  diminishing 
when  they  come  to  years  of  maturity,  yet,  in  general,  it  is 
still  folt  from  the  habits  of  mind  it  has  produced.  Now, 
should  these  persons  be  erroneous  in  their  sentiments,  and 
have  diligently  instilled  them  into  their  tender  minds,  it 
weuld  be  extremely  difiicult  to  eradicate  them.  The  desire 
to  please  those  to  whom  they  consider  themselves  so  deeply 
indebted,  and  the  fear  of  incurring  their  displeasure  by  any 
kind'of  opposition,  (especially  where  there  are  any  expecta- 
tions of  riches  or  advancement^  would  I^d  them  to  give  up 
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the^  owa  judgment  to  meet  their  views  ;  and  thejr  voidd 
lather  not  think  for  tberaselyea,  than  differ  from  those  thej 
love  and  respect,  and  on  whom  their  dependance  is  placed* 
And  with  regard  to  relations  and  acquaintances,  in  general, 
their  inflnence,  if  not  equally  powerfiily  is  often  more  seduce 
ing  ;  and  the  loss  of  their  fiivour  would  be  considered  as  a 
great  calamity.  Where  connexions  are  fi>rmed|  either  for 
friendship,  business,  or  amusement,  their  common  interests, 
]^niote  oneness  of  opinion,  and  an  unwillingness  to  diffet 
Qtt  any  subject,  except  by  way  of  pleasantly.  AU  whicb 
dreumstances  may  have  considerable  effects  on  the  mind| 
where  religion  is  concerned :  they  may  be  so  situated  as  tp 
be  required  to  ^^  come  out  from  among  them,  and  be  sepa* 
vate/*  What,  leave  my  friends,  give  up  my  pleasures,  pass 
fmr  a  fool,  be  despised  fi>r  singularity,  offend  my  parentsi 
disoblige  my  friends,  lose  my  character,  offend  my  custom^ 
ers,  injure  my  fiunily,  and  blast  all  my  expectations  1  Doef 
not  every  one  see  that  persons  thus  placed  will  need  uncom* 
mon  resolu^on  to  renounce  error,  and  embrace  truth  with 
boldness?  And  is  there  not  the  greatest  danger  of  their 
surrendering  up  the  rights  of  conscience,  rather  than  bi|rsl 
through  so  many  bands  and  impediments  ?  <^  Have  aiyr  of 
the  Pharisees  believed  on  him,"  said  some  of  old,  who  sought 
the  praise  of  men  more  than  the  honour  of  God.  They 
thought  they  had  not,  and,  therefore,  they  would  not;  choos^ 
ing  rather  to  continue  in  error,  than  to  resist  the  spirit  of 
party,  and  receive  the  Saviour ;  and  much  of  ihe  same  disr 
position  has  appeared  in  all  ages. 

Partial  views  of  fcnp/irr^.— This  is  a  common  cause  c^ 
differences  among  christians,  and  is  promotive  of  error.  |t  if 
patural  for  all  to  believe  that  God,  who  loves  and  preservea 
order  in  his  other  works,  will  also  display  it  in  the  economy 
of  grace :  hence,  most  are  inclined  to  embrace  one  kind  of 
system  or  another;  and,  where  there  is  sincerity,  that  is  pie»- 
jbrred  which  is  thought  most  consonant  with  his  nature  and 
attributes,  as  revealed  in  his  word.    Most  of  these  systeovi 

jarefiumed  to  our  hMni»i  and  tha  principal  tUog  if  to  eon^ 


pwpe  Iheift  with  •crijUtoe^  'to  whidi  fkty  mfipetl^  «im1  Scorn 
wbich  thej  profeis  to  be  di-awo,  that  we  ifiday  mtn*k  Hkeir 
agrtenent  or  disagreement  with  the  fiame^  If  these  ^steaid 
htive  been  foitnded  on  detached  or  obflcure  passages  of  scrip* 
ture,  and  not  on  a  just  comparison  of  the  whole,  as  I  doubt 
not,  many  have,  it  is  not  to  be  Wondered  at  that  one  should 
contradict  tinother ;  for  though  it  may  be  admitted  that  all 
eontain  a  portion  of  truth,  there  must  be  a  considerttUe  de<^ 
gree  of  error  where  such  methods  have  been  adopted ;  which 
error  cannot  spring  fix>m  the  fountain  of  infinite  wisdomi 
but,  must  necessarily  take  its  rise  firom  the  ignorance,  mis** 
takes,  conceits,  and  prejudices  of  men.  Tlie  prophets  of  the 
Old  Testament,  and  it  may  with  the  greatest  propriety  b^ 
}|pplied  to  the  ministers  of  the  New,  were  the  Wiouih  of  th0 
Eternal  Spirit  since  the  world  began  ;  and  firoto  that  mdutb 
truth  and  error  could  not  proceed.  He,  therefore,  who 
woul4  arrive  at  truth,  and  embrace  the  whole  truth,  and  no-< 
thing  but  the  truth,  must  not  rest  in  a  jingle  of  words,  con<* 
fide  in  a  string  of  human  tenn8''and  definitions,  tear  one  text 
from  its  context  here  and  another  there,  snppose  one  thing 
Mid  explain  tiway  another,  confusedly  blend  the  covenants  of 
works  and  of  grace,  set  the  ^cred  penmen  at  variance^  oi 
make  the  Spirit  of  wisdom  contradict  himself.  Neither 
must  men,  under  pretence  of  deep  learnings  great  wisdom 
tad  philoeophy,  arrogate  to  themselves  the  sole  right  of  in^ 
terpreting  theacriptures  and  putting  their  sen^  upon  themi 
for  the  scriptures  were  not  written  to  amuse  the  curious,  to 
feed  the  pride  of  critics,  or  to  gratify  the  taste  of  the  leatp* 
ed,  but  to  instruct  and  comfort  the  bulk  of  mankind;  for 
Which  cduse  the  weightiest  and  most  important  truths  are 
addressed  to  us  in  plain  and  popular  language.  I  am  not 
speaking  against  sound  learning,  but.  against  those  who 
would  monopolije  all  judgment  to  themselves,  ride  over  the 
eommon  sense  and  experience  of  mankind,  and  take  upon 
themselves  peremptorily  to  decide  in  all  cases,  Uie  most  di& 
ficult  not  excepted,  what  the  determinate  meaning  of  the 
Spirit  is)  and  domineer^  firom  a  kigh  opinion  of  their  Ow9  * 
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abilities,  bver  their  fellow-mortdls.  If  persons,  however, 
will  do  these  things;  if  they  will  follow  their  favourite  au- 
tfaors,  adopt  their  sentiments  and  creeds;  and,  from  any  im- 
proper motives,  wire-draw,  or  corrupt  the  word,  to  make  it 
agree  with  their  systems,  it  not  only  discovers  one  of  the 
chief  causes  of  diversity  of  opinion  in  the  christian  world,  but 
proves  an  easy  solution  to  the  questions  which  are  made 
concerning  the  abounding  of  error.  Truth,  when  sincerely 
and  perseveringly  sought,  will  be  found ;  but  if  sincerity  be 
wanting,  or  if  it  be  prevented  from  having  its  full  influence  on 
the  juind,  by  any  species  of  deception  or  corrupt  principle, 
trmh  will  either  not  be  known  at  all,  or  only  in  a  superficial 
manner;  and  the  seeker  will  be  punished,  by  being  permitted 
to  content  himself  with  the  shadows  or  resemblances  of 
truth,  i  nstead  of  truth  itself. 

With  regard  to  error  or  erroneous  opinions,  it  may 
be  observed,  that  whatever  God  has  revealed  in  his  word  is 
true,  and  whatever  does  not  coincide  with^  or  come  up  to  that 
standard,  is  erroneous.  No  man  should  be  afraid  of  examin- 
ing his  sentiments  by  the  torch  of  truth,  or  be  diverted 
from  it  by  the  clamour  of  those  who  have  no  love  to  it,  of 
such' as  have  seen  it  through  Ai  imperfect  medium,  or  have 
mangled  it  to  deceive  themselves,  or  serve  a  party.  Let  us 
then  examine  oii  what  ground  we  stand,  and  enquire  who 
dares  look  truth  in  the  face,  who  is  valiant  in  its  cause,  and 
who  is  afraid  to  submit  to  its  fidthful  decisions.  ^'  To  tlie  law 
and  to  the  testimony,  if  they  speak  not  according  to  this 
rale,  it  is  l)ecause  there  is  no  light  in  them."  On  this  ground 
I  take  npcm  me  to  aifirm  that 

Excry  religious  system  is  erroneous  which  is  not  founded 
on  the  scriptures. — ^We  have  often  heard  speak  of  natural  relir 
|rion,  by  which  is  genera\ly  understood  those  views  which 
the  creation  affords  of  the  wisdom,  power,  and  other  perfec- 
tions  of  the  divine  Being,  the  duties  wc  owe  to  each  other 
arising  from  the  situation  in  which  the  Creator  has  placed 
us,  as  the  care  which  parents  should  have  for  their  offspring 
and  the  submission  and  obedience  which .  children  should 
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diseoYer  towards  them  in  return,  and  such  like  mottersr 
.  Now,  admitting  that  men  by  the  mere  exercise  of  reason  could 
discover  this  religion,  which  I  greatly  doubt,  what  can  this 
supposed  system  produce  which  is  not  more  fully  described 
by  revealed  religion,  and  enforced  by  nobler  motives  than 
nature  can  pretend  to,  and  greater  discoveries  made  both  of 
God  and  the  obligations  under  which  we  are  laid  to  do  his 
pleasure,  than  unassisted  reason,  with  all  its  boasted  powers » 
could  ever  have  comprehended.  Considering,  therefore, 
that  all'  such  systems  are  founded  on  the  assumption, 
that  neither  tradition  nor  revelation  has  lent  its  assist- 
ance; and  as  no  consistent  system  has  appeared  from  any 
person  who  has  not  been  placed  where  one  or  both  of  these 
subjects  might  have  lent  their  rays,  and  as  such  a  systemi 
would,  if  true,  supersede  some  of  the  first  principles  of  re- 
vealed religion,  or  abate  our  veneration  for  that  wisdom  and 
goodness  which  revealed  them,  we  need  not  hesitate  to  de- 
clare, that  such  systems  are  founded  in  error. 

AU  pretended  new  revelations  from  God  may  be  justly 
suspected  of  error. — ^The  gospel,  or  the  full  development  of 
the  covenant  of  grace,  was  completed  by  the  effusion  of  the 
Spirit  on  the  day  of  Pentecost ;  and  every  thing  needful 
for  the  salvation  of  men  was  revealed  to  those  persons  cho- 
sen by  the  Lord  Jesus  to  spread  the  savour  of  his  knowledge 
through  the  world.  Whoever,  therefore,  pretends  to  reve- 
lations which  contradict  this,  or  to  whatever  would  super- 
sede any  part  of  it,  or  reject  or  obscure  its  excellency, 
is  in  error;  and  his  system  is  not  only  erroneous,  but 
he  exposes  himself  to  a  dreadful  anathema.  ^^  If  we,  (said 
the  apostle)  or  any  man,  or  an  angel  from  heaven  cometh, 
and  preacheth  another  gospel  than  that  which  we  havo 
preached,  let  him  be  accursed."  Away,  then,  with  those 
sights,  communications,  visions,  pretended  conversations 
with  departed  spirits,  those  lying  and  dogmatical  assertions 
which  are  in  flat  opposition  to  the  scriptures;  with  all  false 
prophecies,  extravagant  notions,  impious  (ables,  and  non-* 
sensical  publications,  which  disgust  the  sensible,  shock  the 
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pious^  misleftd  or  confound  the  ignorant,  hinder  the  tmth^ 
and  promote  infidelity.  Whatever  will  not  bear  the  touch- 
stone of  Divine  truth  iB  human,  or  is  the  fruit  of  insanity,  or 
springs  from  the  depths  of  Satan,  and  not  from  the  Father 
of  lights.  I  deny  not  but  there  may  be  dreams,  there  may 
be  visions,  there  may  be  extraordinary  things  even  now  from 
God ;  but  they  are  not  opposed  to  the  truth ;  and  they  all 
f  weetly  run  into  the  channels  of  grace,  which  lead  the  soul 
to  God,  if  they  come  from  him;  and  his  word,  instead  of 
being  lightly  esteemed  by  such,  is  endeared  thereby,  and  all 
it  contains  valued  in  proportion  to  the  fevours  conferred, 
and  not  rendered  ridiculous  or  insignificant  to  serve  a  sys* 
tern,  raise  a  party,  or  exalt  an  individual. 

That  sysiem  which  embraces  one  pari  of  reoeakd  truth  and  re* 
jects  another  is  erroneous, — ^There  are  those  who  admit  the  mo-« 
rality  of  the  gospel,  and  totally  object  to  the  influence  of  the 
Spirit,  and  content  themselves  with  mere  formal  worship. 
There  are  those  who  acknowledge  the  obligations  of  mora- 
lity, and  deny  the  Son  as  ^^  God  manifest  in  the  flesh,*'  or  not 
entitled  to  be  honoured  as  the  Father  is  honoured ;  or  as 
being  onljf  an  excellent  man,  whose  death  was  simply  mar- 
tyrdom, or  a  super-eminent  being  between  God  and  angels. 
And  there  are  those  who  deny  both  Father  and  Spirit,  eon« 
sidering  the  man  Christ  flesus  as  being  not  in  the  capacity 
of  a  mediator,  but  God  revealed  absolutely,  without  distinc* 
tion  of  persons,  or  admission  of  subsistences.  And  each  of 
these  systems  differ  in  the  same  proportion  as  they  regard 
the  Godhead.  One  denies  original  sin,  and  the  humUing 
doctrines  founded  upon  it;  another  denies  regeneration,  and 
the  evidences  of  salvation;  and  another  denies  the  doctrines 
of  faith  and  evangelical  repentance ;  while  jl  fourth,  wiser 
than  all  the  rest,  denies  both  forms  and  sacraments.  There 
are  some  who  profess  unlimited  confidence  in  Christ,  and 
profess  to  love  him  above  compare,  and  yet  deny  the  obli- 
gations of  morality ;  and  there  are  others  who  boast  perpe- 
tually of  the  freeness  of  grace,  and  the  equity  of  the  Divine 
government,  who  yet  resolve  the  whole  into  unchangeablo 
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decrees  of  God,  and  confine  this  freeness,  and  this  equity  to 
partial  regards  for  those  who  professedly  declare  they  are  no 
more  deserving:  of  them  than  others;  while  the  rest  of  man- 
kind,  without  the  same  help  afforded  them,  are  to  be  finally 
judged  and  condemned  for  what  it  was  impossible  for  them 
to  perform.  The  persons,  whose  various  sentiments  are 
here  touched  upon,  most  probably  think  they  have  truth  on 
their  rfde;  that  they  are  right;  that  their  services  are  the 
most  acceptable  to  God;  and  that  their  system  is  the  most 
consistent  and  agreeable  to  scripture :  and  they  may  be  sin- 
cere, many  attached  to  each  system  at  least :  but  as  a  part  of 
truth  is  not  the  whole  truth,  and  that  which  most  resembles 
.truth,  but  is  not  truth',  is  of  all  kinds  of  error  the  most  se- 
ducing and  dangerous ;  so  all  these  systems,  for  want  of  em- 
bracing the  whole  of  revealed  religion,  are  mixed  with  error; 
and  so  &r  as  this  prevails,  so  far  each  creed  is  opposed  to  the 
gospel.  Again,  there  are  those  who  believe  the  universality 
of  grace,  without  obedience  to  its  dictates,  or  the  participa- 
tion of  its  benefits;  who  hold  the  doctrine  of  universal  re- 
demption, without  being  redeemed,  and  continue  the  slaves 
of  sin,  while  they  glory  in  the  unconfinedvifTers  of  spiritual 
liberty  and  salvation ;  while  others  carry  their  thoughts  far- 
ther, and  persuade  themselves  that  God  will  deal  with  good 
and  bad,  with  devils  and  angels,  ultimately  alike;  that  is, 
after  they,  the  impenitently  guilty,  have  endured  a  long 
train  of  suffering  and  anguish,  they  will  all  be,  if  not  equally 
happy,  yet  sufficiently  so,  and  completely  freed  from  all 
evil. — Should  these  lines  ever  meet  the  eyes  of  any  of  the 
persons  whose  systems  I  have  alluded  to,  (and  it  is  but  an 
allusion,  for  I  could  have  produced  much  more  of  such  sub- 
jects, and  set  one  contradictor)' formulary  against  another 
to  a  much  greater  extent)  %vlio  may  ask,  and  perhaps  I  have 
given  them  cause,  since  I  have  talked  so  froely  of  others' 
errors,  whether  I  think  myself  infallible,  and  have  none  of 
iiiy  own?  I  answer,  I  believe  it  is  my  duty  to  do  the  will  of 
God  on  earth  as  angels  do  it  in  heaven,  but  fall  so  far  short, 
a?i  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  daily  pniving  tliat  lie  would 
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forgi?e  my  trespasses  as  I  forgive  them  that  trespass  against 
me.  Mj  prayer  and  earnest  desire  is,  and  has  long  been, 
that  if  any  one  of  the  societies  of  christians  has  within  itself 
the  whole  of  revealed  truth,  that  society  and  its  system 
might,  as  Moseses  rod  swallowed  up  the  rods  of  the  Egyp- 
tian magicians,  swallow  up  all  other  societies,  that  we  might 
all  ^^  with  one  moulh  and  one  hearty  glorify  the  Giod  and  Fa- 
ther of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  I  am  led  to  believe  that 
this  will  be  the  case;  and  if  in  this  I  am  right,  I  earnestly 
pray,  tliat  he  of  whom,  through  whom,  and  to  whom  are 
all  things,  would  cause  that  blessed  period  qpeedily  to  ar- 
rive ! 

I^at  sj/stem  which  superadds  human  inventions  to  revealed 
truth  is  erroneous, — ^AVhen  I  behold  the  lovely  simplicity  of 
truth,  as  set  forth  in  the  Nqw  Testament,  without  pomp  and 
parade,  1  am  ready  to  enquire,  what  w.him8ical  and  conceited 
mortal  dared  to  begin  to  obscure  such  simplicity  and  purity 
by  such  meretricious  ornaments  as  those  in  which  she 
has  since  appeared  ?  Were  any  men  better  informed  of  the 
Divine  will,  or  more  filled  with  the  Spirit,  and  capable  of 
instructing  the  churches,  both  with  regard  to  doctrine,  disci- 
pline, and  ceremonies,  than  the  apostles?  Yet  there, were 
found  men,  ^<  vainly  puffed  up  by  their  fleshly  minds," 
who  began,  even  in  their  days,  to  intrude  into  unre- 
vealed  things,  and  to  recommend  ^^a  voluntary  humility 
and  worshipping  of  angels,"  probably  under  the  ideas  of 
multiplying  mediators  and  intercessors  with  Grod,  and  ne- 
gl(*cting  hereby  to  hold  the  head — ^the  one  Mediator  be- 
tween God  and  man ;  and  soon  after  there  were  those  who 
taught,  and  those  wjio  believed  that  there  was  nothing  wrong 
in  partaking  of  idolatrous  repasts,  tUl,  by  degrees,  the  whole 
pagan  mythology  was  more  or  less  revived  under  christian 
forms  and  names ;  and  though  one  terrible  judgment  follow- 
ed another,  ^^  yet  they  repented  not  of  the  works  of  their 
haadd,  tluit  they  should  not  worship  devils,  and  idols  of  gclj« 
silver,  &c.;  nor  of  their  murders,  sorceries,  fornication,  nor 
the(U  i "  and  more  or  less  of  the  same  spirit  continues  to  the 
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present  day,  and  will  continue  till  the  providence'  of  God 
shall)  by  political  changes  and  revolutions,  open  a  way  for 
the  sending  forth  of  his  light  and  truth,  which  will  ultimater 
ly  chace  away  all  the  clouds  of  error  which  arose  out  of  tho 
bottomless  pit,  (Rev.  ix.  2.)  and  darkened  the  sun  of  truth 
and  righteousness,  and  filled  thaair,  the  atmosphere  of  the 
church,  with  a  long  and  gloomy  night;  and  the  Day  Star  from 
on  high  will  shine  forth  with  a  resplendent  brightness,  and 
light  will  again  fill  our  dwellings.  Then,  all  that  which 
the  pride,  superstition,  and  folly  of  man,  have  invented, 
names,  dresses,  ornaments,  forms,  establishments,  festivals^ 
riches,  &c.  (see  Rev.  xviii.)  will  pass  away,  and  return  no 
more.  Truth  alone  will  prevail.  Now  wherever  man  has 
presumed  to  add  any  thing  to  God's  work  in  any  nation  or 
community,  so  fiur  he  has  adulterated  the  truth,  whether  it 
be  in  doctrine,  discipline,  or  worship ;  or  where  any  have 
imposed  any  unscriptural  articles,  restraints,  or  tests,  which 
rob  the  conscientious  of  their  privileges,  and  no  way  discou« 
rage  tlie  deceitful  and  wicked,  cannot  be  reconciled  with 
tlie  Spirit  of  the  gospel.  Observe,  I  am  not  speaking  of  the 
prudential  rules  which  any  christian  community  may  adopt 
fi»r  the  better  regulation  of  their  aflairs,  and  which  oppose 
Jiot  the  scriptures,  nor  oppress  the  conscience,  but  of  all 
those  superstitious  appendages  which  have  a  bad  influence 
on  the  hearts  or  morals  of  men;  and  we  may  be  assured  that 
there  is  enough  revealed  to  regulate  and  direct  all  the  aiTairs 
of  man's  salvation,  without  the  feeble  aid  of  human  contri- 
vance.  In  consequence  of  tliese  tilings,  the  vision  of  God  is 
like  a  sealed  book  to  the  learned,  or  an  open  book  to  the 
unlearned;  all  is  dark:  and  he  declares  concerning  them, 
<^  Forasmuch  as  this  people  draw  near  me  with  their  mouth, 
and  with  tlieir  lips  do  honour  me,  but  have  removed  thqir 
heart  from  me,  and  their  icar  towards  me  is  by  the  precept 
of  men;  therefore — the  wisdom  of  their  wise  men  shall  perish, 
and  the  understanding  of  their  prudent  men  shall  be.  faid.^* 
And  is  not  this  fulfilled  by  the  bold,  bla^hemous,  and  ab- 
surd dogmas  which  have  been  preached  and  propagated  in 
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Babjlon  for  ages,  and  which  shock  the  commott 
aenae  of  aU,  except  those  superatitious  derotees  who  think 
the  more  moastrona  any  tmiet  is,  the  more  they  are  worthy 
of  praise  for  belieYing  it  ? 

And  thai  is  a  system  of  error  wkkh  pradhes  and  promotes 
perseeuUon  for  conscience  sake. — ^It  does  not  appear  from  the 
general  practice  of  the  primitiTe  church,  that  any  of  its  o^ 
fending  members  were  treated  with  any  greater  rigour  fbi* 
their  faults  than  censure,  suspension,  or  excommunication ; 
but  afterwards  persons  in  power  assumed  higher  tones, 
nnd  sharper  methods,  towards  those  who  were  guilty  of  no 
other  offence  than  daiming  the  right  of  private  judgment ; 
proceeding  to  imprisonment,  confiscation  and  death ;  till  the 
blood  of  the  martyrs  flowed  on  erery  side,  and  Jesus  was 
persecuted  by  his  pretended  firiends,  in  the  sufferings  of  his 
real  ones,  for  ages.  This  teaches  us  that  the  spirit  of  the 
old  murderer,  who  instigated  Cain  to  murder  his  innocent 
brother,  Abel,  occupies  the  hearts  of  riolent  persecutors, 
nnd  inflames,  jnore  or  less,  the  minds  of  all  who  fiiTour  this 
bad  cause.  We  see  not,  in  our  day,  matters  carried  to  such 
oxtremity  as  in  former  times ;  yet  many  who  ought  to  dis^ 
cover  a  better  spirit  are  very  much  displeased  at  the  peace, 
prosperity,  and  liberty  of  religious  diaracters;  and  we  might 
expect  but  little  mercy  from  them,  did  not  the  mildness  of 
the  laws,  and  the  candour  of  the  government,  prove,  fay  the 
providence  of  Grod,  a  bridle  to  their  rage  and  cruel  inteil* 
tions.  What  a  number  of  writers  have  lately  discovered  a 
most  bitter  and  malignant  spirit  towards  those  who  conscien- 
tiously differ  from  them  in  principle  and  practice !  If  the 
persons  libelled  by  them  are  loyal,  peaceable,  and  discover 
hearty  good-will  to  their  fellow-creatures,  why  must  they 
be  defamed  by  ignorant,  meddling,  and  designing  men  ?  It 
would  be  well  for  th^n  if  they  lowered  their  proud  looks 
and  high  notions,  and  would  condescend  to  learn  a  few  les- 
scms  on  the  nature  of  Christianity  firom  the  insulted  partv*. 
But  whether  persecution  discovers  itself  in  high  or  low,  m 
thoughts^  or  words,  in  wishes^  or  actions;  whether  it  would 


deprive  vnj  of  liberty ^  nnihtemiiQe,  or  respect;  wltetlier  it 
would  abridfe  jcnt  liberty  or  pririlege^  iriiether  it  woulil 
cofidemn  for  supposed  heresy  or  scbifim^  or,  by  tompidsiye 
measures,  force  any  one  to  adopt  sentiments  and  forms  bo 
cannot  approve  of  or  receive,  it  is  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ  or 
his  apostles.  It  is  not  to  the  honour  of  God;  it  does  no 
good;  it  is  not  derived  from  truth ;  it  is  error,  and  error  of 
the  worst  kind;  it  is  man  employed  in  hell's  worst  dradgoty ; 
the  scandal  of  the  christian  name,  and  one  of  the  greatest; 
insults  offered  the  great  Ood«  l^t  he  will  qieak  to  them 
in  his  wrath,  and  vex  them  in  his  sore  displeasure;  faehathr 
ordained  his  arrows  against  the  penecutors,  and  when  hie 
omnipotent  arm  shall  expose  and  draw  his  rndfied  bow^  he 
will  pierce  them  deef^  to  the  soul,  and  cause  tfiem  to  know 
that  vengeance  alone  belongeth  unto  Ood.  May  timely  re* 
pentance  prevent  such  a  dreadlhl  calamity! 

With  regard  to  the  oppontion  which  truth  nieels  with 
fixun  erroneous  9f  stems,  it  may  be  observed,  that  it  has  been 
one  of  the  chief  causes  why  sin  and  ignorance  so  greatly  pre^ 
vail ;  ibr  where  truth  is  not  suffered  to  have  its  full  influence 
on  those  who  should  by  word  and  deed  spread  it  amonf 
others,  it  i#  not  likely  to  produce  its  fiiD  effeets;  and  when 
this  is  not  Aone^  dn  is  too  powerflil  in  its  nature,  to  yield 
submission :  and  thus  iniquity  abounds  in  the  world,  and  ho- 
liness, or  rectitude  of  heart,  and  conlbrmity  to  God,  is  pro>« 
portiona%  deficient  in  the  indtvidoal,  and  in  the  CMimani* 
ty  to  which  he  belongs.  I  am  very  ttr  from  taking  upon  me 
the  power  of  judging,  or  presuming  to  anathettiatize  those 
who  differ  in  sentiment  from  mo.  It  is  to  one  Master  we 
must  give  an  account ;  and  as  he  is  perfectly  acquainted  with 
all  our  flMtives,  he  will  judge  righteously  towards  us  all* 
What  allowance  may  be  made  fay  him  for  invincible  igno« 
rancOy  and  the  peculiarities  of  our  respective  sitttatious^ 
views,  and  dispositions,  I  know  not.  Sincerity  is  a  great 
thing  with  him,  but  it  is  not  all.  St.  Paul  appears  to  have 
been  sincere  all  his  time,  yet  ho  was  ^^  carnal  and  sold  under 
sin,"  till  his  conversion.    Love  is  more*  valuable  in  liis  esti- 
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niation  than-  either  zeal,  knowliidge,  eloquence,  almsgivingy 
or  siDcerity ;  therefore,  where  there  is  real  love,  thoa^ 
Aere  may  be  such  erroneous  doctrines  as  are  compared  bj 
Ae  aposde  to  '^  wood,  hay,  stubble,*'  and  which  shall  be  de- 
stroyed or  burnt  up,  yet  the  man  himself  may  escape.  It 
must,  however,  be  admitted  that  those  doctrines  which,  for 
their  superior  excellency,  he  calls  ^^  gold,  silver,  precious 
atones,"  will,  when  attended  with  love,  and,  as  ought  to  be 
the  case,  with  love  in  all  its  height,  depth,  length,  and 
breadth,  render  their  possessor  more  acceptable  to  Giod«  and 
will  be  followed  with  proportionable  rewards.  On  this  ac- 
count all  persons  should  be  particularly  cautious  what  prin- 
ciples they  embrace,  with  what  party  of  professing  christians 
they  unite  themselves,  and  what  forms  or  ceremonies  they 
adopt.  As  these  things  will  have  somci  influence  on  our 
hearts  and  lives,  we  should  choose  those  which  will  produce 
the  best,  that  is,  those  which  are  the  most  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  greatest  and  purest  love  to  Grod,  and  the  most  fer- 
vent love  to  mankind. — Each,  perhaps,  believes  his  system 
contains  the  truth,  as  1  do  of  mine ;  but  while  we  all  adhere 
to  what  we  believe  is  right,  and  contend  that  others  are 
wrong,  it  is  needful,  while  we  reject,  or  attempt  to. refute 
.their  sentiments,  to  exercise  great  candour  toward  their  per- 
sons. Such  as  think  much  the  same  as  ourselves  will  be 
grieved,  offended,  and  driven  ferther  off  by  uncharitable- 
aess ;  and  such  as  are,  in  our  judgmoit,  wide  of  truth,  are 
more  deserving  of  our  compassion  than  our  vengeance. 
•  Having  made  these  observations  concerning  sin,  and  shewn 
how  many  ways  it  is  discovered,  I  now  purpose  to  speak  of 
the  means  instituted  by  the  mercy  of  God,  for  its  destruc- 
tion ;  and  hope  that  what  has  been  already  advanced  will 
prove  useful,  as  a  mirror  to  discover  how  far  it  has  prevailed 
in  us,  and  cause  us  the  more  thankfully  to  receive  all  the 
help  afforded  us  by  the  gospel,  mfaeUUating  our  escapo. 
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MAN  OPPOSED  TO  GOD. 

■ 

Before  any  man  is  capable  of  entering  arigbt  into  the  ser- 
vice of  God,  or  of  receiving  the  rewards  of  that  service, 
either  in  this  world  or  in  that  which  is  to  come,  he  must  pos- 
sess dispositions  of  mind  for  the  same :  otherwise  his  heart 
will  assuredly  cleave  to  another  master,  and  other  lords  will 
have  dominion  over  him,  and  lead  him  captive  at  their  will. 
These  dispositions  are  wrought  in  the  heart  by  conversion. 
Conversion  is  properly  turning  from  sin  to  God;  which  in- 
cludes several  things  of  considerable  importance,  as  this 
mournful  truth,  that  the  heart  of  man  is  naturally  set  in  di- 
rect opposition  to  God-^-that  there  is  some  preponderating* 
cause  which  removes  that  opposition — ^that  that  cause  is  the 
grace  of  God.  There  are  also  other  things  which  shall  be 
spoken  of  in  their  order. 

One  of  Job's  friends  compares  the  birth  of  man  to  a  wild 
ass^s  colt,  and  though  a  simile  coarse  enough,  it  is  sufficient- 
ly expressive ;  for  what  docs  an  infant  know  of  the  fear, 
love,  wisdom,  or  service  of  God,  more  than  a  wild  ass's 
colt  ?  Nor  is  it  without  considerable  labour,  even  after  the 
mental  powers  begin  to  expand,  that  a  proper  and  lasting 

y 
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impression  of  these  subjects  is  made  upon  the  mind,  bj  those 
who  are  most  concerned  that  it  should  take  place  in  their 
children;  and  when  it  is  done,  it  rarelj  happens  that  the 
success  is  at  all  proportioned*  to  (he  labour.  The  thoughts, 
inclinations,  and  desires,  are  chieflj  directed  to  sensible  ob- 
jects ;  and  to  these  they  readily  and  willingly  cleave.  It  is 
not  so  with  God,  and  what  appertains  to  his  kingdom. 
Here  all  is  constraint,  except  where  our  curiosity  seeks  to 
be  indulged ;  and,  in  general,  that  curiosity  is  soon  satisfied, 
and  runs  with  equal  or  greater  ardour  after  other  objects. 
Though  the  Lord  has  kindly  assumed  many  titles  which  set 
forth  the  greatness,  constancy,  and  durability  of  his  love^ 
yet  there  is  a  strange  unwillingness  in  us  to  observe  or  ac- 
knowledge it :  nay,  many  appear  more  disposed  blasphe- 
mously to  prate  against  him  and  his  government,  than  to 
honour  and  submit  themselves  to  him.  They  regard,  his 
perfections  with  an  evil  eye,  and  remain  insensible  amidst 
his  gracious  or  sin-avenging  dispensations. 

The  same  unwillingness  appears  in  us  to  know  our  true 
selves.     Self-acquaintance,  in  a  moral  sense,  is  highly  ex- 
pedient ;  but,  to  many,  it  is  the  most  irksome  of  all  studies. 
There  is  something,  perhaps,  more  pleasing,  though  less 
profitable,  in  ourselves,  physically  considered ;  as  our  na- 
ture, manner  of  existence,  connecting  medium,  and  depen- 
dencies, &c.    Yet  this  is  a  subject  more  interesting  to  inge- 
nious and  learned  men  than  to  persons  in  general,  who  Iiave 
as  little  inclination  for  this  kind  of  study  as  the  other.    This 
stupidity  is  greatly  to  be  deplored,  and  confirms  the  wise 
nian^s  saying,  that  ^^  the  heart  of  the  sons  of  men  is  fullt 
set  in  them  to  do  evil,**  and  consequently  leads  them  in  all 
their  ways  to  act  contrary  to  God.    Nor  will  this  language 
appear  too  strong,  if  we  weigh  ourselves  in  the  impartial 
balance  of  the  sanctuary ;  by  which  means  it  will  be  easily 
discovered  how  much  we  are  wanting.    Let  us  begin  with 
the  understanding.    This,  which  was  intended  to  be  the  seat 
of  Divine  knoM'ledge  is  so  overspread  by  the  clouds  and  mists 
of  spiritual  darkness,  that  the  rays  of  truth  can  scarcely  pe« 
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netrate  tfaem,  and  are  often  neither  loved  nor  desired  when 
they  do,  since  they  expose  as  evil  what  the  carnal  mind  con- 
siders as  good.  We  are  not  easily  prevailed  upon  to  relin- 
quish what  we  love ;  and  this  accounts  for  men  continuing 
in  their  iniquity  amidst  the  warnings  and  threatenings  of  the 
scriptures.  Few  persons  are  careful  to  improve  the  light 
they  have  into  the  nature  of  God,  their  souls,  or  ^eter- 
nity ;  though  they  will  be  called  to  account  for  this  talent  as 
well  as  others.  How  greatly  this  is  opposed  to  God,  St. 
John  informs  us  in  these  words,  '^  God  is  light,  and  in  him 
is  no  darkness  at  all."  He  is  all  light,  truth,  wisdom,  holi- 
ness, and  goodness;  our  minds  the  reverse  of  all.  So  far  are 
those  in  opposition  to  him  who  tontinue  in  a  state  of  na- 
ture. 

The  will  is  perverse,  opposing  itself  to  good,  and  inclined 
to  evil;  or  why  is  such  decided  preference  given  to  that 
which  is  displeasing  to  God,  and  that  abhorred  and  neglect- 
ed which  he  approves  of  and  commands  ?  Whence  arises 
the  enmity  we  feel  in  our  hearts  to  his  service  and  commu- 
nion with  Him  ?  And  why  such  dislike  to  those  who  depart 
from  evil  ?  What  a  long  and  obstinate  resistance  of  grace 
appears  in  some,  and  what  shocking  exploits  of  wickedness 
in  others !  Numbers  appear  bent  on  their  own  destrucition^ 
and  that  kind  expostulation,  ^'  Why  will  ye  die? "  has,  appa- 
rently, no  other  effect  than  to  increase  their  condemnation, 
by  their  rgection  of  it,  as  they  do  all  other  attempts  to  re- 
claim and  make  them  holy.  To  sin  is  a  great  evil,  but  ob- 
stinately to  persist  therein,  is  exceedingly  provoking  to  the 
Lord. 

The  passions  and  affections  are  disorderly/. — ^When  the  mind 
is  not  under  the  controul  and  direction  of  the  Spirit  of  truth, 
it  is  like  the  inconstant  ocean,  shaken  by  every  ruffling 
wind;  sometimes  elevated  by  excessive  joy,  and  then  sunk  in 
bitter  sorrow;  now  charmed  by  deceitful  hopes,  and  anon 
overwhelmed  with  distressing  fears  ;  at  one  time  under  the 
influence  of  inordinate  love,  and  at  another  breathing  the  most 
deadly  hatred,  and  both,  perhaps,  towards  the  same  object; 
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fall  of  aiadredian  to-day  at  the  diicoveiy  of  80«ael!hiBg  new, 
and  to*iDoiTOW  our  praises  are  turned  into  equal  dtsgust; 
noyr  eager  in  the  pursuit  of  some  criminal  grei^ication^  and 
soon  blushing  for  $hmme  at  the  accomi^shment  of  our  preme- 
ditated wickedness.  Can  peace  dwell  in  such  hearts  ?  Can 
such  be  prepared  for  the  service  of  God  ?  These  incltnap 
tions^  passions,  and  pursuits,  lead  the  soul  into  a  labyrinth 
of  trouble  and  yanity ;  and  like  continual  ploughing,  with^ 
out  sowing  and  reaping,  they  hare  their  labour  for  reward, 
and  are  made  to  lie  down  in  sorrow.  Such  a  state  of  mind 
ifi  altogether  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  Heaven. 

The  memory. — ^The  ideas  treasured  up  in  the  mind  are 
chiefly  such  images  of  objects  as  have  more  particularly  af* 
fected  us  in  a  pleasing  or  painful  sense  from  time  to  time, 
according  to  existing  circumstances;  and  as  the  actions  of 
such  as  have  forsaken  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  and  the 
subjects  which  have  engaged  their  attention,  and  in  which 
they  have  considered  themselves  most  interested,  have  been 
of  a  worldly  nature;  what  cages  of  ^'  unclean  birds'*  are  the 
hearts  of  sinful  men !    What  a  storehouse  of  light,  deceitful  j 
smd  impure  thoughts  and  ideas,  is  the  unchanged  heart  of 
every  rebellious  creature  !    Who  can  say  how  often  sin  it 
committed  by  the  recollection  of  past  sin  ?    We  look  back, 
and  retracing  our  misconduct,  many  scenes  of  forbidden 
pleasure,  and  weakness  on  our  part,  and  unkindness  on  the 
part  of  others,  re-kindle  in  our  carnal  hearts  the  fires  of 
pride,  passion,  and  revenge.    The  places  we  have  visited^ 
the  company  we  have  kept,  the  books  we  have  read,  the 
thin^^s  which  have  amused  us,  the  secret  sins  we  have  comr 
hiitted  ourselves,  and  promoted  in  others,  have  left  those 
images,  and  made  those  impressions,  which  are  not  easily  re- 
moved.   If  an  inventory  could  be  taken  <^all  that  we  have 
treasured  up  in  the  memory,  what  lota  of  whimsical,  frothy, 
vain,  ridicuhMn,  unholy,  malicious,  covetous,  idolatrous,  re- 
veagefbl  thoughts  would  appear,  and  other  matters  too  dis* 
gutting,  painful,  and  tedious  to  idate,  be  discovered  !    As 
all  lies  open  to  the  eyes  of  him  with  whom  we  have  to  dp* 


what  sbame  and  confusioa  of  fece  sliould  IoUqw  siieli  firoofii 
of  the  depravity  of  oar  nature^  and  especially  whea  we  rt^ 
fleet  how  much  the  government  of  Grod  over  us  ia  o|ipoeed 
hereby  I 

The  amscienccy  or  that  moral  sense  of  the  soul  which 
answers  to  feeling  in  the  bo^y^  and  which,  ualess  seared  and 
blunted  by  long  habits  of  sin,  gives  sudden  and  plain  noltcee 
of  what  is  morally  evil  to  the  soul,  that  it  may  diun  ity  or  tf 
committed,  a  deep  consciousness  of  the  <tenge%inciirred  by 
disobedience.  This  is,  in  general,  regulated  by  its  rule  of 
Judgment :  if  it  has  mere  human  rules  to  proceed  I^,-  it  w 
erroneous;  and  while  it  teaches  the  soul  to  strain,  of  filtre  a 
gnat;  for  a  gnat,  it  permits  it  to  swallow  a  camel.  If  it  pro* 
^s  to  observe  the  Divine  law,  yet  if  it  have  not  a  right 
knowledge  even  of  thit^  it  will  be  a  doubtful  one :  and  if  it 
sees  and  knows  its  spiritual  nature,  and  acts  not  accordingly, 
it  is  an  evil  conscience,  and  leads  the  soul  into  all  evil  uif[ 
danger.  How  few  pay  that  attention  to  the  conscieaee 
which  they  ought!  How  few  care  to  have  it  set  right,  or 
when  it  is,  in  some  respects,  enlightened,  how  few  abide  bjr 
its  dictates !  And  if  we  must  accuse  ourselves  of  neglectiag 
good,  and  doing  evil,  much  more  must  he,  who  knows  per* 
fectly  what  we  are,  and  what  we  do,  and  who  cannot  possi- 
bly be  deceived.  He  has  seen  us  burst  through  all  the 
alarms  occasioned  by  temptation,  and  the  approach  of  tiioee 
sins  by  which  we  have  fellen.  He  has  remarked  how  often 
we  have  indulged  desire  after  objects  which  had  stolen  osr 
hearts,  but  at  which  W9  trembled,  and,  for  fear  of  cohie* 
quences,  we  durst  not  possess.  He  has  seen  our  endeavours 
to.palliate  or  explain  away  what  disturbed  and  harrassed  us 
in  our  fevourite  pursuits;  all  which,  should  we  be  brought  to 
sound  conversion,  will  appear  with  the  clearest  evidence. 
Oh  what  opposition  is  this  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  his  gnu 
cious  strivings !    Nearly  allied  to  this  is 

The  juigmetd^  or  t|iat  power  of  the  mind  by  which  w« 
atiidy,  reaaon,  and  compare,  previous  to  the  decisive  actioni 
of  the  viU  in  oligeotiBg,  choosing,  retaining,  resolving,  itCt 
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on  any  subject  about  which  the  mind  is  concerned;  by  which 
it  may  be  influenced;  or  in  whatever  it  may  be  nearly  or  re« 
motely  interested.  This  power,  or  capacity,  is  strangely  de- 
fective in  spiritual  matters,  or  things  pertaining  to  God. 
Here  good  is  put  for  evil,  and  evil  for  good.  When  right 
is  clearly  discerned,  sentence  is  frequently  given  in  iavour 
of  wrong.  The  empty  trash  of  worldly  vanities  is  preferred 
to  the  substantial  pleasures  of  piety ;  and  sin,  though  the  re« 
verse  of  all^at  is  wise,  just,  holy,  and  good  in  God,  his 
laws  and  government,  is  countenanced  and  caressed;  while 
the  jrace  of  God  is  turned  to  wantonness,  or  received  in 
vain.  This  may,  in  a  great  measure,  be  attributed  to  the 
want  of  a  pure  intention  in  the  search  of  truth :  if 
truth  be  not  desired  for  its  own  sake,  and  when  discovered, 
embraced,  having  no  proper  standard  to  judge  by,  the  mind 
is  easily  misled,  the  reasonings  false  and  inconclusive,  the 
comparing  of  words  and  things  defective,  and  hence  supers 
stitibn  is  taken  for  religion,  fanaticism  for  zeal,  form  for 
power,  and  error  for  truth,  in  general.  Can  the  mind,  thus 
confused  and  irregular  in  its  procedures,  be  in  any  other 
state  than  that  of  opposition  to  the  designs  of  God  ? 

The  imagination. — ^This  fertile  and  active  (acuity,  which 
illustrates,  combines,  or  decomposes  our  ideas,  requires  to 
be  regulated  by  a  clear  and  sound  understanding,  or  it  will 
be  soon  filled  with  extravagant  notions,  and  wild  conceits. 
Our  excessive  curiosity  and  love  of  novelty  are  ever  pre- 
senting new  subjects,  or  images,  or  new-modelling  old  ones^ 
and  presenting  them  to  this  fiinciful  mirror,  till  the  mind  is 
peqdexed  and  confused  with  the  immense  variety;  and  con<- 
ceives  and  produces  strange  births  of  vain  suppositions,  ro- 
mantic schemes,  jarfing  sentiments,  unsound  opinions,  and 
a  motley  assemblage  of  foolish  opinions,  haughty,  ridiculous, 
and  trifling  thoughts,  almost  continually.  Since,  then,  the 
understandings  of  men  are  so  much  darkened  by  their  oppo- 
sition to  the  truths  and  light  of  God,  we  may  easily  judge  of 
their  bewildered  state  of  mind  from  these  circumstances; 
and  how  little  regard  is  paid  to  the  voice  of  him  ^^  that 
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speaketh  to  us  from  heaven.^'  We  are  so  completely  swal- 
lowed up  in  the  study  and  pursuits  of  the  world,  that  we  have 
little  inclination  "  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  (heavenly)  char- 
mer, though  he  charm  never  so  wisely." 

In  this  short  view  of  the  faculties  and  actions  of  the  im- 
mortal soul,  our  departure  from  God  may  be  descried  with- 
out much  difficulty,  and  we  may  also  perceive  the  absolute 
necessity  of  returning  to  him  before  wc  remove  to  a  future 
state;  or,  with  views  and  inclinations  like  these,  we  shall  be 
disqualified  to  enter  the  realms  of  unclouded  and  unpolluted 
day.  Instead  of  searching  with  such  care  and  assiduity  af- 
ter our  supposed  mental  or  personal  excellences,  let  us  seek 
to  understand  our  weaknesses  and  defects,  that  we  may  turn 
our  attention  to  the  acquirement  of  that  knowledge  of  God, 
and  bis  Christ,  on  which  depends  our  eternal  life.  All 
other  knowledge,  exclusive  of  this,  will  only  tend  to  increase 
our  sorrow,  and  leave  us  a  prey  to  disappointment  and  de- 
spair. 

OPPOSITION  REMOVED. 

If  we  reflect  upon  what  has  been  already  advanced  concern- 
ing the  natural  bias  of  the  mind  to  sin,  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  stands  opposed  to  God,  we  shall  see  that  some  pre- 
ponderating cause,  not  in  ourselves,  is  necessary  to  remove  it; 
for  it  would  be  a  strange  circumstance  indeed,  if,  out  of 
that  very  opposition,  a  principle  should  arise  sufficiently 
powerful  to  turn  the  whole  inclination  of  the  mind  back 
again  to  him.  What  mode  of  reasoning  would  admit  of 
such  a  conclusion  ?  ^'  Can  the  Ethiopian  change  his  skin,  or 
the  leopard  his  spots  ?  then  may  ye  also  do  good  that  are 
accustomed  to  to  do  evil."  When  habits  are  formed,  and 
the  stream  of  our  desires  are  after  evil,  or  what  is  made  so 
by  abuse,  who  can  stop  the  current,  or  change  habits  of  vice 
9Skd  carnality  into  those  of  virtue  and  religion  ?  The  at- 
tempt is  not  likely  to  be  made  In  these  circumstances,  or  if 
made  would  prove  fruitless,  for  the  good  they  would  do, 
would  not  be  done,  and  the  evil  they  would  not  do,  would 
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be  done^  RfNa*  vii.  19,  Such  would  be  the  sitttation  of  all, 
if  left  enlirdtf  to  their  own  wisdom  and  exertions.  If  any 
who  boast  of  the  dignity  of  human  nature,  and  its  all-suffi-* 
ciency  to  practise  all  virtues  without  Divine  assistancoi 
little  dream  of  the  effects  of  restraining-grace  towards  them, 
while  they  affect  to  despise  it,  and  without  which,  they 
would  have  long  since  been  punished  for  their  pride  and 
rashness,  in  not  giving  glory  to  God,  from  whom  alone 
"  eoery^  good  and  perfect  gift  cometh."  We  may  notice 
this  by 

1.  Common  observation* — ^What  change  appears  for,  the 
better  in  persons  who  frequent  no  place  of  worship,  and  who| 
we  have  reason  to  think,  approach  not  the  throne  of  grace 
iu  prayer '?  For  should  any  pray,  it  supposes  that  they  can^ 
not  change  themselves,  and  therefore  call  upon  God  for  as* 
sistance;  these  persons  strengthen  the  assertion,  that  we 
cannot  turn  of  ourselves.  Look  at  habitual  drunkards,  lewd 
persons,  swearers,  and  such  like  characters  ;  they  coi^tinue 
the  same,  year  after  year.  If  you  reprove  them,  they  are  no 
better;  if  you  advise  them,  they  will  sometimes  tell  you 
plainly,  that  sin  has  taken  such  hold  upon  them,  they  cannot 
extricate  themselves  from  its  tyranny.  And  many  persist  ia 
their  transgressions  till^they  plunge  themselves,  and  such  as 
are  unfortunately 'dependant  upon  them,  into  misery,  dis« 
ease,  poverty,  and  various  evils ;  and  even  in  these  circum- 
stances,  as  &r  as  they  have  ability  fbr  it,  indulge  their  cri- 
minal propensities  to  the  uttermost;  and  this,  observe,  where 
it  is  supposed  that  the  Spirit  of  God  has  strove.  What  then 
would  they  have  been,  if  his  restraints  had  not  been  upon 
them  ?    Truly,  ^'  it  is  not  in  man  that  w^eth  to  direct  his 

2.  Pious  men  achwwledge  M. — This  they  have  done  in 
their  solemn  addresses  to  God ;  in  their  conversations  one 
with  another;  in  their  writings;  and  by  freely  confessing  the 
san^e  on  many  occasions.  Thus  the  psalmist,  ^'  My  Heart 
is  smitten  down,  and  withered  like  grass,*'  expressive  of  the 
deep  sense  he  entertained  of  his  weakness  and  feebleness  of 
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mind :  and,  in  another  place,  ^  So  foolisH  was  I  and  igno* 
rant,  I  was  as  a  beast  before  thee."  Thus  acknowledging; 
iuf  want  of  wisdom.  Hqw  often  do  we  hear  persons  of  this 
description  say,  ^^  Without  thee  we  can  do  notbing.-«-We 
are  poor,  wretched,  miserable,  blind  and  naked/'  This  state 
js  also  compared  to  sfa^  in  which  the  utmost  indiflTer- 
ency  and  insensibility  of  what  is  passing  around  them  pre- 
vail 3  and  to  dbo/A,  which  expresses  the  same  thing  ii| 
much  stronger  language.  In  short,  sin  has  so  completely 
paraUced  the  soul,  that  it  is  too  much  enfeebled  to  overcome 
«vil,  aiid  to  practise  good  by  the  mere  exertion  of  its  own 
power  and  wisdom.  The  way  of  holiness  is  too  narrow,  its 
duties  too  hard  to  be  performed;  and  insurmountable  diffi- 
culties {Mresent  themselves  where  experimental  and  practical 
religion  are  enforced.  It  may,  it  is  true,  have  boasted  an 
hundred  times  what  it  can,  and  what  it  is  resolved  to  do  y 
but  its  not  being  done  proves  that  these  are  only  vain  boast* 
ings,  and  afford  it  no  relief. 

d.  Fvom  the  nature  of  things* — The  provision  made  for 
our  aalvation  points  it  out  in  the  clearest  manner.  If  we 
are  not  ricky  why  have  we  such  a  Physician  prepared  for  us  ? 
If  not  losty  why  must  the  gfreat  Shepherd  come  to  seek  us  f 
if  we  are  not  deodj  why  must  we  be  quickened  ?  If  no|; 
dreadfully  depraved,  why  must  such  a  change  pass  upon  us 
as  to  des^rvje  the  name  of  a  new  birth,?  Why  must  our  sure- 
ty be  seized,  if-  we  are  not  insolvent  J  Would  there  b^ 
auch  a  spiritual  fiiast  prepared,  and  we  invited  to  partake 
otit,  but  from  the  consideration  of  our  fiimished  and  wretchr 
isd  condition  i  To  a  reflective  mind,  the  sad  state  of  tpan 
by  nature  is,  from  these  circurastaqces,  readily  inferred; 
and  the  wisdom,  luid  compassion  of  the  hord  Jehovah  most 
fhankfully  aekoowledged.  But,  without  admttfpg  the  for- 
«)eri  H^hat  can  ire  think  of  the  Qumerous  scriptural  declara- 
tioQs  which  speak  of  the  latter  ?  The  whole  is  a  useless  pa- 
fade  0(  unmeaning  words,  which  carries  no  conviction  with 
it,  and  is  unwoitliy  of  pur  notice.  Such  is  the  conseqqence 
«f  4ii^liK%  «9pMrirti9g  what  God  hMJoui^  1 
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THE  GRACE  OF  GOD. 

This  \b  the  means  of  effectoally  reraoring  our  oppoHtitm 
to  him  and  his  service. — By  the  grace  of  God,  I  mean  not 
only  the  Divine  ikvour  simply  considered,  but  all  the  assist- 
apce  afforded  us  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  the  great  work  of 
our  salvation  :  *^  By  grace  are  ye  saved,''  as  opposed  to  any 
attempt  on  our  parts,  either  to  atone  for  our  transgressions, 
to  qualify  ourselves  for  religious  services,  or  the  happiness 
of  heaven.  However  humiliating  the  doctrine  of  the  fell 
and  apostasy  of  man,  and  his  recovery  by  the  grace  of  God^ 
may  be  to  some,  it  is  deeply  felt  by  others,  who,  conscious 
of  their  miserable  situation,  are  exceedingly  thankful  to 
God  for  the  unspeakable  exercise  of  mercy  in  his  beloved 
Son,  as  set  forth  in  the  gospel.  If  any  imagine  that  God  is 
dishonoured  by  the  doctrine  of  the  fhll,  or  original  sin,  I 
must  differ  from  him  altogether.  He  ^*  made  man  upright,*' 
and  if  he  fell  into  the  snare  of  the  devil,  the  fault  was  his  own. 
He  was  laid  under  no  necessity  to  sin  ;  he  was  warned  of  his 
danger,  and  placed  in  a  situation  abounding  with  numerous 
proofb  of  his  Creator's  wisdom  and  goodness.  He  therefore 
is,  and  will  be  clear,  when  he  is  judged  by  any  of  his  crea- 
tures. The  sin  was  mail's,  the  honour  of  undertaking  and 
accomplishing  his  salvation  is  the  Lord's.  Let  us  consider 
1,  Tke  slate  in  which  grace  finds  us. — St.  Paul  thus  de« 
scribes  it  in  his  epistle  to  the  Ephesians:  ^^  Without  Christ, 
aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Israel,  and  strangers  from 
the  covenants  of  promise,  having  no  hope,  and  without  God 
in  the  world." — Without  Christy  having  neither  received^  nor 
sought  him  sincerely;  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  oflsra^ 
not  understanding  or  partaking  of  their  glorious  privileges; 
strangers  from  the  covenant  of  promise^  ignorant  of  the  natmfe 
both  of  the  <<  ministration  of  condemnation,"  and  the  still 
more  glorious  ^<  dispensation  of  righteousness,"  both  cyf 
which  promised  and  brought  grace  to  mankind  3  hawtg  no 
hope^  no  well«grounded  scriptural  hope  of  Divine  mercy,  <Nr 
the  rewards  of  life  and  immortality ;  vtMpirf  Cod  in  tkt 


Qbp«  l.j.  .    tONVERSION  DESCEIBBDk  179 

WorUy  neither  loving,  8drvinj^>  nor  worshipping  him  as  he 
requires;  hav  in  our  Affections  placed  on  things  below,  and 
not  on  things  above;  banishing  him  from  our  thoughts,  and 
not  sanctifying  him  in  our  hearts,  or  honouring  him  in  our 
lives.  Such  is  our  state  when  grace  first  appears  in  its  sav* 
ing  influences.  It  is  true  that  we  are  not  under  the  gross 
darkness  of  Heathenism,  as  the  persons  had  been  to  whom 
the  apostle  wrote  these  words.  We  have  had  opportunities 
q{  reading,  hearing,  judging,  and  understanding  something 
of  Christianity — of  its  ordinances,  doctrines,  opposition  to 
immorality,  and  its  laws  for  the  promoting  of  piety  and  vir- 
tue. We  may  make  a4)rofession  of  it,  have  the  form  of  it^ 
and  yet  remain  blind  and  insensible  to  its  spiritual  principles 
and  power.  Our  consciences  may  smite  us  on  many  6cca- 
slons,  in  consequence  of  the  knowledge  of  these  subjects,  and ' 
at  «uch  times  we  may  resolve  to  be  better  in  future^  and 
may  lay  restraints  upon  ourselves  accordingly.'  All  these 
feelings,  whether  arising  from  the  flashes  of  natural  reason, 
partially  enlightened  by  the  truth,  or  rather  the  first  rays  of 
that  ^^  light  whiph  enlighteneth  every  man  that  cometh  into 
the  world,"  may  take  place;  but  9uch  is  the. darkness  with 
which  we  are  surrounded,  that  its.  nature  and  efiects  may  not 
be  uDMptly  compared  to  moon-light,  in  the  cold  and  tempestu- 
ous nights  of  winter:  it  neither  penetrates  nor  softens  our 
obdurate  hearts,  so  as  to  produce  for  a  season  the  mshed  for 
success. 

2.  The  cperathns  of  grace  in  us. — ^I  have  already  taken 
notice  of  the  ways  by  which  the  Spirit  of  Grod  awakens  the 
attention  of  mankind  to  the  things  belonging  to  their  peace, 
the  effect  of  which  is  intended  either  powerfully  to  excite 
our  hopes  or  alarm  our  fears.  Unless  one  or  the  other  of 
these  eiSects  is  produced,  the  grace*  of  God  is  received  in 
vain.  It  is  this  that  is  now  to  be  considered.  Our  hopes 
may  be  excited  by  promises  and  prospects  of  what  is  good 
and  pleasing,  or  those  of  deliverance  from  some  evil  or  dis- 
tress under  which  we  labour;  and  our  fears  are  alarmed  by 
thft  less  of  present  good^  or  the  discoveries  of  present  and  fu- 
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tlire  danger.    The  c&mdly-fl(iind«d,  kn<$wing  llie  Merility^ 
and  emptinesB  of  their  pursuits,  and^optug  that  if  they 
have  hot  t)^n  Ibrlunate  Plough  to  diseover  the  wky  to  Ime 
happiness,  that  there  Ott  those  who  have,  and  Iherefere  aits 
ciying  oat,  **  Wlio  will  shew  Us  anj  good  ?**    The  Spirft^ 
grae«  meels  thift  eager  and  hungry  wish  of  the  sotti,  by  pre- 
senting it  with  spiritual  good,  peao^^  and  contentment,  hy 
living  in  the  will  of  Grod  here,  and  eternal  hapjpiness  ill  hia 
^•resenee  hereafter;  and  kindly  expostulates  with  sueh  on 
theiir  vain  attempts  to  find  it  in  the  creatures.    ^  Ho,  every 
one  thtit  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters;  and  he  that  hath 
no  money,  come  ye,  buy  and  eat----buy  wine  aild  milk,  with* 
out  money  Md  without  price!    Wherefore  do  ye  spend  mo« 
sey  ibr  that  which  is  not  bread,  and  your  labour  for  that 
Which  satisfieth  not  t    Hearken  diligently  unto  me,  end  eat 
ye  that  whieh  is  good,  and  let  your  M>ul  delight  itaelf  in  tkU 
nesB.*'-^This  is  not  the  good  Oey  enquire  after;  hcmce  some 
scarcely  regard  the  invitation  at  dl;  some  express  their  ap* 
pf^>bati6n  of  it,  without  accepting  it;  while  others  teceive  it 
with  apparent  pleasure,  and  mAe  k  ts!^  feeMe  attempts  to 
attend  to  it;  but,  iiot  knowing  ii4iy  they  are  pleased,  and 
attracted  by  sensible  objectSy  they  easily  give  up  the  hope 
ef  being  made  happy  hy  religion,  and  remain  in  the  same 
elate  as  before,  iad  persuade  themselves  that  they  wiU  have 
peace  at  lart,  though  they  <^  walk  in  the  imagination  of  their 
hearts/'    Many  go  on  thus  for  years  together.    Sometimes 
the  Spirit  of  holiness  sets  before  the  sinner  the  pmrity  of  the 
Divine  nature,  the  odiousness  of  sin,  the  terrors  of  di^th  and 
judgment,  and  the  horrors  of  hell,  and  everlasting  banish* 
meat  from  God.    This  greatly  alarms  him,  and,  though  he 
would  be  accounted  brav«  and  courageous,  he  inwardly 
ahrinks  at  death,  dreads  the  wrath  of  God,  wishes  that  he 
was  better,  and  promises  sometime  to  beg^  in  good  earaestJ 
These  impressions  soon  wear  off  with  many;  they  look  upon 
them  as  marks  of  weakness,  and  turning  with  increasing  ar- 
dour and  alacrity  into  the  business,  esres,  fello\irship,  or  ftil* 
litt  of  lift,  they  dittiss  timir  fear%  triie  away  Ae  Kttlo 
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ftate^  tthd  aet  afttlioiigh  tkey  had  nolliiti^  to  r^petit  of,  or  m 
thmigli  Ihegr  had  nev^r  heard  rilhet  of  wArniiig;^  ot-  threaten* 
taigft)  and  «fw  atHribat^  their  feelia^,  as  befbte  itotiee^  to 
natural  cavieA^  or  diabcdical  influenee !  Like  Adam,  the^ 
fly  from  God,  and  endeayour  to  hide  themselves  from  both 
hit  view  and  their  own,  nader  the  shadow  of  some  uTetched 
excine,  vain  plea,  or  idle  resolution)  perhaps  to  the  souPa 
Utter  misety  and  undoing.  Now,  whether  the  Spirit  adopta 
tile  gentler  or  scorer  method,  whether  we  are  gently  drawn 
to  embrace  the  ofert  of  Divine  mercy,  or  are  called  to  pasa 
through  great  anguish  of  mind  in  our  return  to  Ood;  love 
is  the  spring,  and  salvation  the  end  of  all.  He  dealeth  with 
every  man  severally  as  he  will ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  the 
one  are  any  more  the  fiivourites  of  heaven  than  the  othcr^ 
See  Acts  xvi.  At  Philippi  '^  on  the  Sabbath  we  went  out  of 
the  titj  to  a  river-side,  where  prayer  was  wont  to  be  made; 
and  we  sat  down  and  spake  unto  the  women  that  resorted 
thither.  And  a  certain  woman  njEimed  Lydia,  who  worship- 
ped God,  heard  us :  whose  heart  the  Lord  opened,  that  she 
attended  to  the  things  that  were  spoken  by  Paul."  Here  is 
not  a  single  word  concerning  terror.  Being  afterward,  for 
their  preaching  cast  into  prison,  and  thrust  into  the  inner 
prison  tay  the  cruel  Jailor,  and  their  feet  made  fiist  in  the 
stocks,  at  midnight  they  prayed  and  sung  praises  to  God 
aloud.  The  Lord  heard  and  answered,  and  shook  the  pri- 
son by  a  dreadful  earthquake ;  the  jailor  awoke,  drew  his. 
aword,  and  would  have  killed  himself,  but  was  prevented  by 
the  cosapassionate  apostle — all  alarmed  at  his  stafe,  he  en- 
quired earnestly  after  his  salvation,  and  by  believing,  was 
.soon  enabled  to  rejoice  in  the  Lord*  The  effects  produced 
were  the  same,  love  to  God  and  the  brethren ;  botli  of  their 
Amiilies  received  the  gospel,  both  received  the  preachers  of 
it^under  their  rooty  and  treated  them  with  kindness  and  at- 
tention. 

S.  It  h  by  grace  thai  our  true  state  before  God  is  discovered^ 
lo  n^.^-^an;  aClampts  have  been  made  to  wash  the  Ethio- 
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pian  while;  manj  have  endeavmired  tb  paint,  dre8%  and  set 
off  poor  fallen  huaian  nature,  and  have  extolled  its  exoeU 
{encies  to  the  skies;  many  daubers  with  ^'  untempeli&d mor* 
tar/*  have  strove  to  give  its  weak  and  tottering  walls  a  &ir 
appearance ;  but  the  moral  disease  is  not  to  be  lemoved  with- 
out Divine  aid.  The  soul  can  only  be  made  white  through  the 
influence  of  grace,  and  its  glory  is  not  to  be  restored,  nor  its 
strength  recovered,  but  by  the  same  means.  If  man  is  na« 
turally  the  slave  of  sin,  and  a  rebel  against  his  God,  it  is 
highly  expedient  that  he  should  both  know  mud  feel  it;  with- 
out  which  there  can  be  no  true  humiliation  of  heart  before 
Crod,  and  without  which  there  will  be  no  displays  of  meicy. 
Without  it  the  vilest  characters  will  conceit  that  they  are 
good,  either  by  comparing  themselves  with  others  who  ap- 
pear worse,  or  pretending  greater  honesty  than  those  whose 
lives  are  regular,  but  whose  hearts  may  be  as  bad,  or^  as  ia 
generally  expressed,  worse  than  their's;  or  attention  to  some 
religious  ceremonies,  or  certain  acts  of  benevolence;  or  in- 
tentions of  amendment.  It  is,  therefore,  needful  for  us  to 
understand  our  disease,  that  we  may  apply  earnestly,  and  in 
time,  for  its  remedy.  Such  may  imagine  that  thej  are  the 
friends  of  sober  and  rational  religion,  ^nd  may  even  think 
that  it  ought  for  the  general  good  to  be  countenanced 
and  supported ;  thinking,  perhaps,  that  the  <<  baser  sort," 
require  to  be  awed  by  such  solemn  subjects,  lest  they  should 
break  bounds  and  injure  all  around  them.  At  tiie.same 
time  they  will  be  filled  with  antipathy  against  real  piety, 
generally  stigmatized  by  the  ignorant  and  prophane  as  enthu- 
siasm, though  unable  to  give  a  reason  why  it  is  so  called^ 
only  some  notion  is  entertained  of  it  as  error,  or  excess  in  re- 
ligion, springing  from  pride,  deceit,  or  imbecility  of  mind. 
And  will  not  the  professors  of  it  be  regarded  in  the  same 
light,  as  presumptuously  arrogating  to  themselves  the  title 
of  fiivourites  of  Heaven,  and  passing  the  sentence  of  condem- 
nation on  all  who  differ  from  them  in  foith,  form,  or  doc- 
trine ?  All  which  directly  tends  to  harden  their  hearts  and 
keep  them  from  investigating  both  their  principles  and  de- 
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si^s ;  nor  ean  this  enmity  and  aversion  be  conquered  but  by 
the  grace  of  trod.  Till  this  light  is  received,  sin  and  the 
world  will  be  loved;  these  will  be  their  treasure,  and  where 
that  is,  there  will  their  hearts  be  also*  They  adhere  at 
closely  to  them  as  ivy  to  its  ftvourite  tree;  and  what  is  there 
that  can  dissolve  the  charm  but  the  Spirit  of  truth  ?  If  he 
prevail  not,  they  of  course  must  perish  in  their  rebellion. 
And  this  is  done  by 

4.  Enforcing,  the.  ^^  ministraH&n  of  condemnaiiony'*^  or  by 
bringing  the  law  to  the  sinner's  conscience,  shewing  him  his 
numerous  defects,  and  the  danger  of  continuing  under  its 
power ;  to  which  belong  warnings,  threatenings,  commands^ 
or  any  thing  which  enforces  obedience  to  the'  Divine  law, 
that  proves  a  curb  to  our  sinful  inclinations,  reproves 
us  for  past  disobedience,  <  or  threatens  the  offender  wi^h  the 
displeasure  of  God  in  this  world,  and  intolerable  wrath  in 
another.  As  we  are  naturally  ^^  carnal  and  sold  under  sin," 
inclining  altogether  to  this  present  evil  world,  and  under  the 
power  of  our  own  passions  and  desires,  submitting  to  sin  as 
filaves  to  a  tyrannical  lord,  and  fond  of  our  slaveiy;  when 
the  Spirit  of  God  thunders,  as  from  mount  Sinai,  in  the  sin- 
ner's ear,  <*  TTiou  shaltj^  or,  ^<  thou  shalt  noij^  he  is  constrain- 
ed to  tremble,  while  the  flashes  of  Divine^  truth  and  light 
discover  to  him  his  guilt  and  danger,  and  constrain  him,  at 
least,  to  acknowledge  that  his  way  is  evil,  and  that  he  ought 
before  God  to  sustain  a  veiy  different  character.  Here  the 
struggle  between  nature  and  grace  begins.  Those  who  <<  are 
in  the  flesh/'  or  under  the  power  of  cprrupt  nature,  no  sooit*. 
er  begin  to  feel  the  restraints  of  the  law  upon  them,  but 
there  is  a  greater  resistance  than  ever,  and  ^^  the  motion  of 
sins,"  which  are  made  known  by  the  law,  ^^  work  in  then: 
members,"  with  renewed  strength,  ^^  to  bring  forth  fruit" 
which  is  doubtless  '<  unto  death."  The  things  which,  when 
committed,  gave  us  no  concern,  now,  for  fear  of  consequent* 
^es,  aifect  ns  greatly,  at  least  for  the  moment.  Our  inatten« 
tion,  and  neglect  of  duty  now  stare  us  in  the  fece;  and  con^ 
thus  roused^  reproves  and  eetfi  them  before  us  in  tkeir 
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iggnitatiaf  ^ifMinfltiiiieei.  The  gwd  vefaave  dinn>rpve4 
of  audi  Ii«(«d,  89MMS  wHile  it  preaeato  itself  to  6«r  mbds,  iq 
upbmid  us  for  ow  folly  in  preferriiig  9in  before  it*  AU  (hit 
is  freqooBtlj  increaaed  by  soioe  outward  corrobprptiiig  dr- 
cumstances  abready  ootieod;  as  affliction  of  body,  death  of 
■ear  and  dear  retetives  or  acqiauntanoesy  cut  off  sudd^alj 
and  mwpectfdly;  some  alaraiiag  accident  befoUiqg  our<» 
selves  or  others  \  an  awakening  semion ;  a  meditation  on 
eteniity,  or  perbups  snddao  views  of  the  SaviouWs  agoni^nng 
anffiNriiifs;  a  striking  scriptnrs,  a  sharp  reproof,  Sec  Wo 
nre  ssade  by  these  a^oaiis  to  be  ashamed  of  <Nur  sinful  natnro 
and  irain  practieea)  as  unworthy  of  men,  and  specially  of 
ehristians*  ^^  What  fruit  had  ye  then  (said  the  apostle)  in 
those  things  whersef  ye.  are  now  askamedf^  '  TIds  illumi<i> 
nation  is  instantly  obeyed  by  some,  and  genuine  repentance 
takes  place.  They  see  their  vileness  and  ingratitude,  feel  the 
hardness  of  their  hearts,  begin  to  enquire  after  the  ordinan* 
ces  and  people  of  Grod,  and  are  by  simply  following  the  di* 
reotions  of  the  Spirit  of  truths  soon  freed  from  their  guilty 
fears,  obtain  victory  o?er  all  outward  sin,  and  ^  rejoice  with 
joy  unspeakable  aiul  full  ^f  glory."  Nor  do  they  ever  com* 
platn  of  the  sharpness  of  their  convictions,  sinee  the  ^  ex^ 
ceeding  sinfulness  of  sin"  is  thereby  more  clearly  seen,  the 
motives  for  avoiding  it  in  future  stronger,  and  ths  beiiuty  of 
Imliness  proportionably  brighter.  Oh  how  well  it  would  be 
lor  the  world  were  this  blessed  light  submitted  to  and  receive 
ed  t  Instead  of  this,  the  greatest  part  resiat  and  quench  it^ 
and  still  follow  the  tourae  of  the  worM;  closing  their  eyee, 
kst  they  should  be  converted  and  healed.  It  must,  howv 
ever,  be  observed,  that  God  oMrdses  great  patience  anA 
long-suffering,  and  conttmtes  from  time  to  time,  to  show 
tbem  their  stnfolness,  and  embitter  to  them  the  things  Aey 
flight  in,  spoiling  their  vnin  pleasures,  and  bringing  great 
fears  upon  them  and  painfid  refleciiona.  A  sense  of  sin  is 
thus  kept  alive  in  many  for  years,  sometimes  weaker^  some^ 
times  stronger;  so  great  is  the  mercy  of  God  towards  his  i^ 
feellious  suHiocts^  and  so  unwiUiaff  is  he  to  si^ka  the  •veogor 
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fal  blofr.  Yety  i^kateTer  forbeantifoe  li6  vmy  slMw,  or  faofr 
Ing  soever  h^  nay  riiew  it>  ke  iviU  oot  spare  the  impeai^ 
tthtif  guiMy^  but  latunalelj  piuutk  them  the  more  for  their 
ingratkode  and  hardneai  of  heart 


aesassssa 


CHAP.  II. 

VAlf's   OB8TIVACT* 
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How  Greux  tr  resisted^AdvanUiges  of  Conversion. 
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When  Stephen  was  pleading  the  cause  of  his  Lord  before 
the  Jewish  council,  he  boldly  charged  them  with  acting  the 
same  impious  part  which  their  predecessors  had  acted  before 
them,  ^^  Ye-stiff-necked  and  uncircumcised  in  heart  and  ears, 
ye  do  always  resist  the  Holy  Ghost:  as  your  fathers  did  so 
do  ye."  Many^  fiN>m  age  to  age,  tread  in  the  same  steps; 
and  this  is  the  reason  why  virtue  and  piety  are  so  rare  in  the 
world.  Let  us  consider  some  of  the  things  by  which  grace 
is  resisted.    Oae  is 

1.  A  secret  dislike  to  the  holjf  law  of  God, — ^As  we  cannot 
know  sin  but  by  the  law,,  for  we  had  not  known  lust,  evil 
desire  of  any  kind,  unless  the  law  had  said,,  ^  Thou  shalt  not 
cpvety"  therefore  we  oppose  it;  and  as  persons  carrying  oa 
bad  designs,  in  the  nighty  hate  the  appearance  of  a  light,  and 
hkn  that  eavries  it ;  so  the  law  which  reproves  us,  and  he  that 
enforces  it^  are  hated  by  us  also;  and  the  reason  is,  the  more 
we  disGora  of  the  evils  of  which  we  are  guilty,  the  more  tcr« 
tor  aadangvish  we  are  made  to  feeL  The  law  is  holy,  and 
the  Gommandmeat  hely,  just^  and  good,  and  cannot  cease 
frem.  eondemoing  all  that  violate  its  righteous  precepts ;  yet 
U  ift  not,  strictly  speakings  that  which  is  made  death  to  us, 
fir  ilk  is  oiilf  accidentally  so;  for  it  U  not. possible  that  any 

3a 
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harm  could  be  intended  bj  the  great  Legislator  in  giving  or 
appointing  the  law.  It  is  sin  that  brings  death.  The  law 
discovers  the  defection ;  bnt  sin  gives  death  its  sting  and  all 
its  terrors.  Through  this  mistake  men  love  sin  and  hate  the 
law ;  whereas  the  law  is  worthy  of  their  highest  veneration 
and  regard,  and  sin,  as  the  cause  of  all  evil,  should  tiieet 
with  their  greatest  detestation  and  abhorrence.  Sin  shews 
itself  to  be  sin  by  thus  working  death  in  us  by  that  which  is 
good,  taking  occasion,  when  the  law  is  not  seen,  to  increase 
our  guilt  and  condemnation;  and  when  it  is  seen,  by  causing 
U3  to  hate  it,  that  we  may  transgress  the  more  quietly  and 
securely;  and  this  gives  particular  power  to  our  besetting 
evils.  In  the  absence  of  the  law  sin  appears  to  be  dead : 
when  its  spirituality  is  unknown,  or  not  adverted  to,  we  see 
not  the  evil  of  our  nature,  ^^  we  are  alive,'*  in  no  apparent 
danger;  sin,  taking  occasion  by  the  commandment,  deceives 
us,  either  by  endeavouring  to  set  it  wholly  aside,  or  by  some 
partial  compliances  with  its  general  precepts;  and  thus  per- 
suading ourselves  how  harmless  and  how  good  we  are.  In 
this,  however,  we  are  greatly  deceived,  forming  a  wrong  es- 
timate of  our  state  altogether;  imagining  ourselves  to  be 
such  characters  as  we  are  not  in  the  sight  of  God.  Now, 
when  the  commandment  comes,  by  the  power  of  the  eternal 
Spirit,  to  our  consciences,  sin  revives,  and  wo  die;  we  see 
and  feel  that  we  are  no  longer  the  good,  or  amiable,  or  harm- 
less  characters  we  thought  ourselves  to  be,  knowing  that  we 
fall  short  of  its  demands,  and  come  under  its  condemnation ; 
and  the  commandment  which  was  ordained  unto  life  we  find 
to  be  unto  death.  Had  it  been  perfectly  and  unremittingly 
obeyed,  the  reward  would  have  been  a  life  of  happiness;  but 
the  smallest  violation  of  it,  effectually  exposed  us  to  condem- 
nation and  death*  In  this  state,  by  doing  that  which  we 
would  not,  we  consent  unto  the  law  that  is  good ;  but^  as  In 
our  flesh,  our  corrupt  nature,  dwelklh  no  good  thing j  for 
though  to  will  may  be  present  with  us,  yet  how  to  perform 
th^t  which  is  good,  through  ignorance  or  weakness,  we  find 
not,  the  gnood  we  would  do,  we  dio  it  not ;  but  the  evil  whicli 
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we  would  not^  that  we  do.  See  Rom.  vii.  On  the  diaceming 
of  these  things,  we  have  no  other  alternative,  than  either  to 
comply  with  the  offers  of  grace,  or  still  to  persist  in  our  sin*, 
ful  course,  with  gpreater  trouble  of  mind,  and  general  dissa« 
tisfiiction.  This  is  an  awful  state  to  be  in,  where  the  love 
of  gin  predominates ;  and  did  not  the  dresser  of  the  vine* 
j^ard  intercede  for  a  longer  space  of  repentance,  it  would  be 
more  awful  stiU»  We  can  scarcely  conceive  what  numbers 
are  in  these  circumstances,  especially,  if  they  attend  a  heart* 
searching  ministry;  and,  to  those  that  know  the  conse* 
quences,  it  is  an  afflicting  consideration.  To  see  a  creature 
disgusted  _at  perfect  beauty,  and  in  love  with  filthiness  and 
deformity,  is  truly  shocking ! 

9.  Yielditig  to  the  temptations  of  the  evil  one* — ^^  The  strong 
man  armed,  keeping  his  palace,  his  goods  are  in  peace ;  but 
when  a  stronger  than  he  shall  come  upon  hini,  Bi^d  overcome 
him,  he  taketh  from  him  all  his  armour  wherein  he  trusted, 
and  divideth  his  spoils.'*    This  is  descriptive  of  the  sinner's 
heart  when  first  visited  by  Divine  grace,  and  when  com** 
pletely  brought  over  to  the  Lord  J&sus.    The  strong  man 
armed  is  Satan  opposed  to  Christ,  and  seeking  the  soul's 
destruction  in  all  the  deceiveableness  of  unrighteousness : 
his  palace  is  the  sinful  heart,  where  he  is  enthroned,  served, 
and  w;orshipped :  his  goods  are  corrupt  imaginations,  idle 
and  vain  thoughts,  unholy  tempers  and  dispositions,  and  all 
that  springs  from  depraved  human  nature ;  and  Christ,  in 
the  power  of  his  Spirit,  is  the  conqueror  that  takes  away  his 
armour,  and  claims ,  possession.    While  we  incline  to  sin, 
Satan  has  the  advantage ;  when  we  sincerely  turn  to  the 
Lord  he  is  completely  dethroned,  and  driven  from  the  heart* 
Hence,  it  is  the  grand  device  of  the  devil  to  keep  the  will 
inclined  to  evil,  and  to  effect  this,  he  uses  a  variety  of  wiles 
and  stratagems.    He  represents  the  service  of  Christ  as 
gloomy,  distracting,  and  useless ;  his  word  as  dark,  contra- 
dictory, and  severe ;  his  servants  as  mercenary,  proud,  and 
uncharitable ;  his  followers  as  mean,  despicable,  and  the 
•ff'Scouring  of  all  things;  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  inr 
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fl|wrftli«ii  $  llMt  k  is  estliiittafiiii  to  talk  of  forgiteiieM  of  sins 
in  tUe  tte ;  that  oaeh  as  ignonintly  speak  about  tliese  mat« 
^mt^  ave  wolvos  in  sheep  Vi  dofiring;  tliat  such  oew^&ngled 
BOtioBS  brinig  no  good ;  that  to  fell  of  an  assurance  of  reet 
lw>rsafter  ia  UgMjr  daageroas  and  presumptuous;  ftat  a 
goodliope  is  aU  diat  can  beexpeeted ;  that  if  thej are  n lit* 
tie  Irettbied,  thej  must  endeavour  to  enjoj  tteaftsetres  in 
the  iWNrld ;  that  Gk>d  has  given  us  senses  and  appetites, 
with  the*  means  of  indulging  them  ;  and  that,  therefore,  there 
is  M  'haiui  in  it.  Bfany  easify  eatch  the  bast ;  and  if  they 
were  to  niter  their  sentiments  idoud,  it  would  prohriiljrbe 
in  some  such  words  as  these,  *  Sure]j  €fod  is  good,  and' 
makes  merciful  allowances.  He  is  not  so' stmt  as  to  abridge 
US  of  a  little  pleasure  nnd  amusement  now  and  then.  I 
donH  see  tie  need  of  making  so  much  ado  aiiout  religion, 
and  being  so  Toiy  particular.  So  much  preaching  and  pray* 
ing  only  torments  me.  Business  must  be  minded.  How  can 
we  avoid  strvfing  a  lit^f  Who  is  it  that  always  escapes  ? 
We  aH  hafe  our  wealoiesses ;  and  we  shall  be  pardoned,  if 
we  repent.  I  do  no  body  any  harm.  1  do  what  good  is  in 
my  power.  I  make  no  pretences  to  godUness  out  of  Ae 
eommon  way.  I  have  my  fitilings ;  yet,  1  hope,  on  tiie  whole, 
(though  one  should  not  praise  himselO  ti^at  I  am  a  good 
christian.  I  wiH  strive  to  be  good,  and  then  <3od  wiH  fm> 
give  flK^;  and  if  I  am  not  quite  so  good  as  I  should  be,  Jesus 
Christ  Will  make  out  for  me.'  Thus  men  sport  wifh*  their 
own  deoeivings,  but  see  not  Ae  subtlety  of  tbe  serpent  in 
leading  them  to  such  a  train  of  evfl  reasoning.  • 

Wlien  sin  becomes  an  object  of  terror,  then  his  tempta* 
tions  are  of  another  kind.  He  insinuates  that  no  evil  is  to 
be  dreaded  from  sin ;  that  God*s  threatenings  are  not  true, 
or  there  would  not  be  so  much  wickedness  in  the  world; 
that  Grod  is  too  good  to  punish  men  with  endless  pain;  Aat 
there  is  no  devil  but  a  man^s  conscience,  and  we  need  not 
mind  that  which  was  planted  in  us  by  ignorance,  brought  up 
by  superstition,  and  estid>li8hed  by  habit  an^  custom ;  that  if 
sttt  wese  given  up,  tiiere  would  beno  sudi  thi^gns  jpteasnre 
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en  J  rate  we  have  plenty  of  time  to  repent  in ;  tliat  everjr 
body  would  langh  at  our  taming  professedly  religiotts ;  tfctat 
perhaps,  after  all  religious  people  may  say  to  the  contrary, 
there  is  no  first  intelligent  cause ;  that  all  things  are  as  thej 
have  been,  and  will  be  always  going  on  at  the  same  rate;  or, 
if  there  is  a  God,  he  is  too  great  and  glorious  to  care  about 
this  world;  that  the  Bible  is  the  invention  of  men;  and, 
therefore,  they  may  do  what  they  will«--4here  is  nothing  to 

fear. 

If  he  perceives  the  danger  of  the  sinner's  coming  to  a  re- 
solution to  forsake  sin,  and  become  religious  in  good  earnest, 
he  whispers,  ^that  it  is  useless  to  begin  now,  as  he  ought,  if 
he  hoped  to  have  found  mercy,  to  have  begun  sooner;  that 
God  is  too  holy  to  regard  the  prayers  and  cries  of  such  un- 
holy and  unprofitable  creatures ;  that,  as  he  reftised  when 
God  called,  so  now  God  will  refuse  to  hear  him  now  lie 
calls ;  that  if  he  should  begin,  there  are  so  many  dilBculHes 
in  the  way,  that  he  will  never  be  able  to  proceed ;  that  per-  * 
haps  it  was  decreed  that  he  never  should  be  saved  t  that  he 
nas,  by  rejecting  light,  committed  the  unpardonable  sin ; 
(hat  he  may,  therefore,  fill  up  the  measure  of  his  iniquity, 
by  going  on  quiedy  in  his  own  way,  or,  to  make  his  future 
torments  less,  rid  himself  of  life  at  once ;  lest  be  should  live 
long,  and,  sinning  much,  bring  heavier  judgments  upon 
himself  for  ever.'  Thus,  by  hellish  malevolence,  he  strive* 
to  sink  the  helpless  soul  in  endless  perdition.  Many  in  this 
state  are  greatly  depressed,  not  understanding  the  nature  of 
these  temptations,  and  which,  are  frequently  attended  by 
others  of  an  unnatural,  blasphemous,  and  horrid  tendenrjr; 
endeavouring  to  throw  down  all  those:  who  have  serious 
thoughts  of  coming  to  Christ.  As  he  tempted  Eve  to  dis- 
believe God,  Cain  to  murder  Abel,  Job''s  wife  to  tempt  him 
to  blaspheme,  Aiuri[>*s  prophets  to  lie,  Petefr  to  curse  and 
swear,  Judas  to  betray  his  Master,  ifid  then  hang  himself 
for  his  sin;  so  does  he  still,  by  a  varieiy  of  suggestions,  en- 
deavour to  keep  men  (horn  the  paths  of  righteousness,  and 
trouble  and  harrass  their  souls.    For  he  who  can  appear 
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the  <^  angel  of  lighV*  the  more  etfectually  to  seduce^  is^ 
when  occasion  serves,  t,he  ^^  roaring  lion,'^  to  terriQr  and 
devour. 

When  any  one  in  a  family  begins  in  good  earnest  to  for-> 
sake  sin  and  seek  after  God,  he  stirs  up  those  that  are  car- 
nal to  ridicule  and  oppose  the  attempt.     They  will  enquire 
what  strange  notions  arc  got  into  his  head;  striving,  by 
laughing  or  frowning,  to  bring  him  back  to  his  former  sqI/j, 
but  if  that^  should  not  be  so  soon  over,  as  they  ejtpect,  it 
is  often  ascribed  to  lowness  of  spirits.    Then  pity  succeeds; 
the  physician  must  be  consulted;  medicine  must  be  adminis** 
tered,  or  a  few  glasses  of  generous  wine,  and  innocent  mirth, 
and  cheerful  company  are  recommended,  and  perhaps  a 
change  of  air,  and  particular  care  is  taken  to  prevent  retire- 
ment, and  to  keep  books  of  a  religious  tendency  from  fall- 
ing into  their  hands,  and  religious  characters  from  coming 
into  their  company,  who  are  despised  the  more  on  this  ac* 
count*    If  these  endeavours  fail  of  success,  recourse  is  again 
had  to  the  former  or  other  means,  to  divert  their  minds  from 
piety.    Light  and  trifling  conversation,  promoting  parties 
for  cards,  and  other  equally  vain  and  unprofitable  amuse* 
meats,  ridiculing  and  defaming  religious  persons,  rejecting 
with  disdain  any  kind  of  expostulation  on  their  persecuting 
spirit;  they  will  not  be  talked  to,  are  good  enough,  are  re- 
solved not  to  be  singular,  will  never  change  their  religion^ 
they  will  have  a  little  pleasure,  and  not  be  mopish  for  any 
body;  and  from  such  declarations,  by  an  easy  transition,  be- 
come downright  ill-natured,  and  tell  them  plainly  that  they 
are  fit  for  no  company,  that  no  comfort  is  to  be  had  where 
religion  comes,  tliat  there  is  scarcely  any  living  with  them, 
that  once  they  thought  they  had  common  sense,  and  would 
do  themselves  and  others  some  good,  but  if  they  go  on  in 
this  way  all  their  hopes  are  blasted;  and,  in  many  instances, 
threatenings,  rash  resolutipns,  and  violence  follow.    Who 
but  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  that  now  worketh  in 
the  hearts  of  the  children  of  disobedience,  could  raise  such  a 
ipirit  and  temper  as  this  ?    Who  but  such  as  have  their 
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minds  blinded  by  the  g^od  of  this  world  could  discover  their 
opposition  to  such  as  desire  acquaintance  with  divine  things? 
By  these  means,  however,  many  are  kept  in  the  slavery  of 
sin,  destitute  of  the  saving  grace  of  God,  being  at  last,  car« 
riedaway  by  their  trifling,  entangled  by  their  seducing  arts, 
promises,  tfarea^enings,  and  dangerous  kindnesses,  or  turned 
aside  from  their  purposes  by  their  vexatious,  and  persecut- 
ing spirit  aiid  conduct.  They  do  not  enter  into  the  king- 
dom of  Christ  themselves,  and  such  as  are  for  entering 
they  thus  hinder.  This  is  Satan's  work;  he  leads  those  that 
savour  not  the  things  which  are  of  God,  but  tliose  which 
are  of  men,  thus  to  stand  forth  in  his  cause,  and  by  these, 
and  such  like  means,  he  takes  away  the  seed  that  was  sown 
in  the  hearts  of  those  awakened  persons. 

3.  Prejudice  against  religious  professors. — ^This  is  another 
means  of  opposition  to  God's  service  and  ways.  The  preju- 
diced mind  sees  objects  through  a  fiilse  medium,  and  its  judg- 
ments are  formed  accordingly.  It  renounces  candour,  and 
rejects  disGrimination  when  most  requisite;  hence  it  is  that 
the  real  christian  is  frequently  confounded  with  apostate^ 
worldly-minded,  lukewarm,  and  scandalous  characters,  who, 
because  they  once  were  united  to  professing  people,  and  some 
of  them  are  yei  miserable  hangers  on,  these  are  taken  for 
samples  of  the  whole,  and  the  innocent  and  guilty,  in  general, 
considered  alike.  A  few  individuals  indeed,  whose  condoet 
corresponds  with  their  profession,  may  occasionally  come  in 
their  way,  yet  in  this  case,  endeavours  are  used  to  diminish 
their  excellency,  and  to  under-rate  their  actions  and  ser- 
vices. Do  fidelity,  punctuality,  benevolence,  and  other  al- 
lowed good  qualities,  appear  in  them  2  What  an  inclinatioh 
to  question  their  motives  and  suspect  their  sincerity !  Have 
fiilse  and  slanderous  reports  been  spread  abroad  to  their  dis- 
advantage? How  easily  are  they  believed!  Were  they 
before  their  conversion  immoral  ?  That  shall  be  remem- 
bered against  them,  and  the  change  be  overlooked ;  while 
the  want  of  education,'  personal  defects,  or  poverty,  shall  be 
»  9)ifficient  cause  to  render  their  principle  unworthy  of  ii(» 
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fentioir.'  Thus  wken  such  expressioas  aa  the  followiagp  are 
heard,  they  haTe  a  direct  tendency  to  keep  many  firom  re- 
oemng^  the  Spirit  of  Intth,  lest  the  same  langoage  should  be 
applied  to  them: — Thej  are  a  set  of  canting  hypocrites, 
l^oomy,  melancholy,  and  uncharitable  wretches,  who  send 
erery  one  to  hell  but  themselves ;  they  drire  people  to  de« 
apair,  and  fill  the  .nad-houBes  with  patients ;  they  are  the 
wtMTit  of  characters;  Ihey  are  ialse  pruphets,  wolves  in 
sheep's  dothing ;  they  are  all  tor  what  they  can  get,  and 
rvm  those  who  go  among  them;  these  are  yoin*  sanctified 
ones,  lifting  up  their  eyes,  and  running  into  debt,  cheating 
and  defiraudiog;  mad-headed  fellows,  under  dreadful  delu- 
sicHK;  enthusiastic  visionaries,  creeping  into  houses,  and 
leading  captive  silly  women;  seditious  and  dangerous  aehis- 
matics,  running  atmut,  neglecting  their  business  and  fiuni- 
•  lies ;  they  ace  a  contemptible  crew,  not  fit  to  be  tolerated ; 
deceitful  beings,  telling  lies  about  inward  feelings,  and  hn- 
pressions;  disturbers  of  Suniltes;  impudent  fi^Uows,  plaguing 
aE  about  them,  praying  to  be  seen  of  men;  pretended  saints, 
arrogating  aH  religian  to  themselves,  turning  the  world  up- 
side down,  fit  Amt  no  company  v  heretio,  undermimng  the 
cbmrcfa;  I  am  sick  of  them  and  then*  religion;  I  wish  they 

wiere  all  at  die .    It  is  truly  surprising  what  effect  such 

sayings  of  corrupt  and  carnal  men  have  upon  the  minds  of 
wmay^ .  They  are  ashaaMd  of  being  seen  in  the  company  of 
pions  people,,  lest  they  should  be  suspected,  and  bring  re- 
proach upon  tlsemselves;.  and  this  must  quench  thai  Spirit 
which  dwells  in  those  who  are  fiuth&il,  but  are  thus  despised. 
The  Lord's  thovghls  aro  not  aa  their^^  who  love  the  honour 
.  that  comes  fitna  men*  But  these  things  are  not  new;.  Ac 
psalmist  speaks  of  such  in  his  time,  ^'  speaking  proudly 
^said  he)  they  laugh  me  to  scorn,  fiihse  witnesses  rise  against 
wie,  and  sucb  as  breath  out  cvueltyw-tbcy  spctoh  grievous 
things  proudly  and  contcmptoousfy  against  the  rigbteo«s-r« 
they  laid  to  niy  charge  things  Aat  i  knew  iuit--4n  my  ad* 
versify  theyfejoieed;  hypocritical  modosrs,  winking  tiie  eye, 
•tnock^  me  without  cause;  they  have 


like  a  serpent,  adders*  poison  is  nnder  their  lips.^'  Oh  how 
the  vanity  of  the  carnid  mind  appears  in  this  species  of  per- 
secution! Men  still  hate  the  oflTeriDg  of  the  Lord  and 
those  who  are  devoted  to  him. 

4.  Resting  in  partial  refarmaHon,  and  religious  ordinancfH. 
— Some  g:row  so  uneasy  under  the  convictions  of  the  Spirit 
of  grace,  that  they  cannot  rest  without  making  an  attempt 
to  be  belter.  They  become  more  careful  of  their  words, 
actions,  and  company,  and  as  &r  as  this  is  carried,  it  is 
commendable.  Morality  is  good  in  its  place,  and  is  attend- 
ed  with  beneficial  worlcUy  effects  at  least,  both  with  regard 
to  themselves  and  others ;  but  to  trust  in  it  for  salvation  is 
utterly  wrong  and  subversive  of  the  gospel;  for  it  is  evident 
that  a  man  may  have  morality  without  being  a  christian,' as 
has  been  the  case  with  infidels,  who  have  rejected  revealcrd 
religion  altogether;  though  it  is  also  allowed  that  no  man 
can  be  a  clftistian  without  being  moral  in  a  much  higher  dc<^  ' 
gree,  and  in  a  purer  sense  than  what  usually  passes  in  the  ' 
world  for  morality.  Besides,  salvation  is  not  of  works,  lest 
any  man  should  boasir  By  grace  are  we  saved,  through 
faith :  and  it  is  by  &ith  that  boasting  must  be  excluded ; 
tiiat  while  we  partake  of  mercj,  we  may  ascribe  our  salva- 
tion to  God  alone.  If  every  outward  sin  was  forsaken,  and 
if  we  attended  with  the  greatest  care  and  diligence  to  e^ery 
rivil,  social,  or  relative  duty,  and  rested  there,  it  would  only 
prove  a  deceitful  way  of  liealing  the  wound  we  have  receiv- 
ed by  sin,  and  would  yield  no  true  inward  peace  and  satit;-' 
fiiction^  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  adopting  new  or  old 
modes  of  worship :  to  rest  in  them  amoimts  to  just  the  same 
tlung.  Let  us  consider  this  a  little.  Our  Lord  says,  ^^  Not 
ev«ry  one  that  saith  Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  into  the  king- 
dom of  heaven,  bat  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my  Father 
who  is  in  heaven  i*^  by  which  it  appears  that  persons  may 
assume  the  character  of  christians  on  a  false  ground,  and 
thereby  fall  short  of  heavenly  glory.  If  those  who  intend  to 
recommend  themselves  to  God's  notice,  and  purchase  bis  fa- 
four  by  their  good  deeds,  adopt  the  episcopalian  form  of 
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Worship,  thej  begin,  perhaps,  ia  purchasing  a  handsome 
prayer-book,  finely  gilt  and  bouftd,  and  greater  attention  is 
paid  to  the  ringing  of  ttie  bells,  a  deoent  seat  is  procured,  or 
the  old  one  more  carefully  looked  after;  if  not  in  trade,  and 
they  have  spent  the  Sunday  in  talking  to  their  workmen,  tra* 
Telling,  visiting,  gaming,  reading  novels,  newspapers,  feast* 
ing,  banquetting,  &c.  these  things  are  dropt,  or  partly  so  at 
first,  to  redeem  a  little  more  time  for  the  public  services  of  that 
day.  There  they  appear  in  person  at  least;  and  if  their  eyes 
and  thoughts  render  it  not  so  interesting,  it  is  not  so  much  to 
be  wondered  at;  habitual  attendance  may,  however,  help 
them  in  this  respect,  and  should  they  ultimately  yield  up  their 
hearts  to  God,  abundantly  so.  Well,  what  is  the  result  of 
this?  They  admire  the  prayers  as  most  excellent  composi-* 
tions.  This  is  very  right :  they  are  so.  What  else  ?  It  was  an 
excellent  sermon.  If  it  was  like  the  prayeri»,  it  must  be  so. 
Then  they  return  home;  and  what  then?  What  would 
you  have  ?  They  have  done  their  duty.  So  they  may 
think,  and  do  this  again  and  again,  and  always  do  it^ 
except  when  the  day  is  too  wet,  or  too  hot,  too  cold,  or 
too  dusty,  or  when  they  are  prevented  by  visitors,  or  visit- 
ing, or  some  important  business  or  other.  But  after  all, 
what  are  prayers,  sermons,  sacraments,  singing,  decent,  or 
even  the  most  regular  attendance,  unless  our  hearts  are 
made  contrite,  and  the  saving  knowledge  of  Grod  revealed 
unto  us  ?  It  is  not  forms  that  can  save:  they  may  assist; 
but  grace  must  do  the  work.  If  they  have  been  engaged  in 
mercantile  affair?,  they  will  now  perhaps,  except  in  what 
they  suppose  urgent  cases  of  necessity,  give  up  settling  their 
accounts  on  the  Lord's  day,  preparing  letters  for  the  pac- 
kets, posting  their  books,  scheming  and  contriving,  feastings, 
and  drunken  carousals,  &c. ;  and  the  Bible  and  other  good 
books  supersede  a  heap  of  trash  that  diverted  before,  but 
could  not  profit.  If  tradesmen  who  could  drive  on  trade 
with  windows  and  firont  door  a  Utile  opened^  perhaps  all  it 
shut  up,  or  during  service  at  least;  and  if  you  mean  to  pur« 
chase  any  of  their  commodities,  you  must  go  to  the  back 
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door,  and  at  a  proper  time,  or  you  will  not  succeed.  But^ 
admitting  that  trafficking,  pleasure-taking,  reading  of  un- 
profitable books,  the  excessive  use  of  the  bottle  and  glasses, 
&c.  are  set  whoUy  aside,  and  the  public  service  attended  to 
with  the  utmost  decency  and  propriety ;  if  we  suppose  this  to 
be  religion,  we  greatly  err.  It  may  be  a  means  of  discover- 
ing religion  where  it  is,  or  of  producing  it  where  it  is  not ;  but 
it  is  no  more  religion  itself  than  the  conduit  is  the  water 
which  it  conveys.  While  the  upright  in  heart  go  through 
the  service  in  a  spiritual  and  acceptable  manner,  others  do 
it  without  scarcely  thinking  what  they  say  or  do,  performing 
it  with  a  cold,  dry,  and  wandering  mind ;  but  when  the  tedious 
hour  is  past,  or  meeting  with  those  whose  thoughts  are  in 
the  world,  they  are  at  once  in  their  element,  talk  fluently  of  • 
markets,  news,  or  any  other  subject  with  warmth  and  vigour. 
But  supposing  that*  this  is  not  approved  oi^  and  therefore 
avoided,  and  that  great  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  whole 
service,  have  they  not  returned  thanks  to  God  for  blessings 
they  never  received,  oflered  prayers  for  gifts  which  they  be- 
lieve none  can  now  enjoy,  made  vows  which  they  never  meant 
to  perform,  and  expressed  their  confidence  in  privileges 
•  they  do  not  understand,  and  after  which  they  never  seek  ? 

Others  less  prejudiced  in  fiivour  of  the  national  establish- 
ment, and  preferring  the  presbyterian  or  other  dissenting  or 
half-dissenting  modes,  as  inclination  leads,  or  opportunity 
serves ;  and  it  is  cause  for  great  thankfulness  that  the  laws, 
^Constitution,  and  mildness  of  the  government,  grant  such 
liberty.  It  often  happens  that,  among  these,  system  is  re- 
garded more  than  forms  ;  and  hence  the  danger  arises  from 
substituting  points  of  doctrine  for  real  piety,  critical  exami- 
nation of  what  is  advanced  from  the  pulpit  for  religious 
knowledge,  simplicity  of  forms  of  worship  for  devotion,  and 
decency  of  manners  for  regeneration.  While  the  ministers  of 
these  respective  congregations  behold  with  great  satisfaction 
many  benefitted  by  their  labours,  and  walking  with  God  in 
hoKness  of  heart  and  life,  they  have  to  complain  of  the  in« 
sensibilty  find  formality  of  such  as  I  have  attempted  t<i  de- 
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scribe ;  persons  who  can  hear  the  most  tdBrwoing  or  coneofing 
disoeiirses  unmoved ;  sleep  on  securelj  without  comreraioD ; 
contenting  themselves  with  the  dry  husks  of  opiaions,  and 
often  breaking  out  into  irregularity  of  conduct,  to  the  re- 
proach  of  the  cause  of  piety;  worldIjr*minded,  and  strangers 
to  God,  and  the  blessings  of  the  new  covenant*  When  wo 
observe  such  a  want  of  the  power  of  godttness  among  pro* 
fessors,  and  resting  in  forms  and  ordinances  from  year  to  year, 
we  cannot  but  conclude  how  much  grace  is  resisted,  the  shell 
taken  for  the  kernel,  and  the  miserable  soul,  under  hopes  of 
travelling  to  heaven,  walking  in  the  path  of  error  to  misery 
and  despair.  This  was-  the  gveat  mistake  of  the  Pharisees 
and  Jewish  zealots  of  old:  they  laboured  to  estaUish  their 
own  righteousness,  and  did  not  submit  to  the  rightecmfiness 
of  God,  and  thus  they  vexed  and  grieved  the  Holy  Spirit, 
till  he  became  their  enemy.  We  must  have  nobler  and  bet* 
ter  principles  tiian  more  morality  can  inspire,  and  devotiott 
more  spiritual  than  cold  formality  ever  knew%  ^  Except 
your  righteousness  exceed  the  righteousness  of  the  Scribes 
and  Pharisees,  ye  dwliin  no  wise  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven/'  But  the  worst  of  all  is,  that suehas mte under 
this  deception  are  of  all  oharaoters>  the  most  difflodt  to  be  • 
convinced  or  reclaimed ;  and  to  endeavour  for  it^  is  ta  obtain 
the  name  of  an  uncharitable  and  ceneorious  medler.  <<  There* 
is  a  way  that  seemeth  right  onto  a  man,  but  the  end  there-^ 
of  is  death." 

5.  The  grmceof  GoAisresbicdbyse^kmgr^ugeiniHfidtt 
primpUs.— "To  enquire  after  truth,  and  ingenuously  to  pur- 
sue our  object,  will  ever  prove  successAiL  He  who  directed 
Cornelius  the  right  way,  never  suffers  such  aa  depend  upon 
him  to  wander  from  it.  ^^  He  will  make  darkness  light  be- 
fore  them,  and  crooked  things  straight,  and  will  not*for- 
sake  them  ;*'  but  when  mesa  choose  rather  to  meet  with  plau- 
sible error  than  truth,  that  they  may  be  prevented  flvm 
complying  with  and  erobracing  the  truth ;  it  is  just  in  God 
to  permit  them  to  follow  their  own  delusions.  That,  for  in- 
stance^ when  men,  to  avoid  the  obliga^oas  of  religian,  ty  <#- 
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inSMitjr,  ihat  refuge  of  lies,  wUdi^  like  a  qoicbaiid>  ibilv 
and  deTouiv  with  the  first  tide  ef  sickness  and  trouble ;  they 
Lord  may  justly  suffer  them  to  be  swallowed  up  by  it^  andl 
perish  for  e^en    Pitiable  is  tfae'condition  of  tiiat  man  wha» 
builds  his  hopes  on  such  a  &lse  foundation*    Re  reasons^ 
doubts,  debates^  condemns,  wars  with  himself,  the  uni«' 
verse,  his  Bfalcer  and  Restorer,  and  fklls  a  victim  to  his  own; 
folly ;  and,  unless  mercy  prevent,  is  made  to  feel'whBt  no** 
thing  onoe  could  persuade  him  to  believe — ^that  there  is  a  just 
and  righteous  Grod,  who  severely  punishes  the^  fearful  and- 
unbelieving.    In  whatever  light  we  may  vieW' religion^  as  iC 
professedly  treats  of  the  deairest  interests  of  manr,  it  is  a  sub*' 
ject  of  too  great  importance  to  be  lightly  passed  over ;  and< 
as  it  acknowledges  nothing  less  than  a  Divine  origin  and  au- 
thority, and  treats  so  largely  of  futurity,  it  discovers  the 
greatest  stupidity  not  to  pay  it  the  attention  it  demands*  • 
What  though  it  may  not  suit  our  depraved  taste,  it  is  worthy^ 
of  our  fullest  investigation,  aj^d  closest  examination,  and  es* 
pecially  considering  the  numerous  witnesses  of  its  truth  and 
utility.    These  acknowledge,  as  with  one  voice,  that  its  ta- 
lue  is  not  to  be  flilly  estimated,  and  that  no  language  oan 
describe  the  peace  and'satisfliction  it  ^Hngs,  much  less  the' 
joy  and  happiness  to  which  it  tends.    To  say  thatrevealed 
reKgion  is  attended^  with  no  difliculties,  would  be  going  too 
to.    All  tiie  works  of  God  exceed  the  limits  of  the  human 
undetvtanding ;  and  if  religion  have  ita  diflSculttes^  yet,  in 
genera],  through  themercy  of  God^  they  may  in  time  be  sur« 
mounted:    I  am  not  now  taking  upon  me  to  answer  all  the 
objections  of  infidels.  There  have  of  late  years  been  several 
excellent  publications  on  that  subject,  to  which  those  that' 
requiie  it  inay  have  recourse.   I  shall  only  avail  myself  t>f 
one  common  observation,  and  that  is,  the  Scriptures  are  ei« 
ther  true  or  fUse :  if  fidse,  they  could  not  be  the  production 
of  wiseand  upright  men  ;  that  would  be  perfectly  inconsist* 
ant  with  their  principles ;  ia  this  case,  thc^  must  have  been*' 
the- work  of  wicked  and  deceitful  persons ;  and  it  would  be  ai 
most  extraordinaiy  circumstance  that  they  shooM  fidiHcate 
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writings,  cdnlaining  8oroe  matters  confessedly  above  their 
oomprehensiou  ;  others  too  weak,  irrational,  and  contradic- 
tojry  for  their  belief ;  and  taken  collectivelj,  meriting  only 
contempt,  as  destructive  o£huinan  happiness  and  natural  li- 
berty. Such  characters  are  incapable  of  any  thing  like  it ; 
and  to  atteitipt  it,  would  be  to  act  in  flat  contradiction  to. 
their  own  sentiments.  Would  they  prohibit  what  they  love, 
command  what  they  dislike,  and  fix  eternal  punishment  as 
the  penalty  of  that  iu  which  they  delight  ?  If  true,  good 
men  wfere  the  publishers ;  and  would  they  say  that  thej  had . 
received  revelations  firom  Grod  which  thej  had  not  ?  Could 
thej  impose  upon  themselves  and  others  what  was  not  pure 
and  genuine  ?  If  then  the  Bible  carries  with  it  evident 
marks  of  its  Divine  origin — if  it  is  calculated  to  instruct  and 
benefit  mankind — ^if  men,  wiser,  better,  and  more  cautious 
than  ourselves,  have  minutely  examined  both  its  internal 
and  external  evidences,  if  they  have  cordially  embraced  it  for 
themselves,  built  their  hopes  of  eternal  life  upon  it,  and,* 
firom  a  full  conviction  of  its  worth  and  excellency,  have 
earnestly  recommended  it  to  others — ^if  multitudes  of  living 
and  dying  witnesses  have  proved  its  healing  virtue  in  remo* 
ving  their  miseries,  and  filling  them  with  the  strongest  con- 
solatioiH—and  if  it  cannot  be  made  appear  that  any  real  in- 
juxj  arises  finom  embracing  it,  we  may  rest  assured,  that  such 
as  make  light  of  it,  do  by  these  means  resist  the  operations  of 
grace  on  their  minds,  and  are  guilty  before  God.  The  Spi- 
rit of  truth  inspired  holy  men  to  pen  the  scriptures,  for  the 
setting  forth  of  his  work,  and  our  lasting  good ;  he,  there* 
fere,  who  rejects  them,  rejects  him,  and  his  own  happiness 
also.  If  the  scriptures  were  read  with  due  attention,  and 
with  a  sincere  desire  for  instruction,  scepticism  and  infide- 
lity would  have  little  place  among  us ;  but  the  love  of  this 
Iiresent  evil  world  is  so  deeply  rooted  in  our  hearts,  and  we 
are  so  unwilling  to  give  it  up,  that  we  are  careless'  of  reli- 
gious instruction ;  and  being  ignorant  and  inclined  to  evil, 
we  become  an  easy  prey  to  the  insidipus  sceptic  or  infidel. 
That  there  are  subjects  of  a  mysterious  and  extraordinary 


Chap.  S.]  UAH's  OBSTINACr.  199 

•nature  recorded  in  scripture,  and  difficult  to  1)e  understood, 
one  of  those  writers  himself  acknowledges,  9  Peter,  iii.  16. 
This,  however,  is  no  proof  of  imperfection,  since  the  defect 

4  * 

may  be  in  ourselves.  Our  understandings  are  not  capable 
of  comprehending  but  bj  slow  d^^ees  and  in  regular  order 
many  subjects  proposed  to  them  in  worldly  matters ;  and 
shall  we  reject  with  disdain  his  holy  word,  because  we  can- 
not at  first  sight  understand  some  of  its  mysteries  ?  Are  we 
capable  of  explaining  the  general  phenomena  of  nature,  or 
the  reasons  of  his  inscrutable  providence  ?  Can  the  most  in- 
telligent satisfactorily  explain  the  properties  of  a  grain  of 
sand  ?  Can  they  inform  us  of  its  true  nature,  its  real  qua- 
lities, its  distinct  and  peculiar  uses,  the  number  of  particles 
of  matter  it  contains,  how  they  are  united,  and  why  their 
connexion  when  dissolved  cannot  be  restored ;  how  it  was 
first  formed,  whence  arise  its  hardness  and  durability,  what 
rank  it  holds  in  creation,  and  what  proportion  it  bears  to  the 
universe ;  why  so  small  a  body  cannot  be  annihilated,'  to 
what  extent  it  may  be  carried  on  the  ground  of  divisibility  I 
&c.  &c.  If  we  are  then  surrounded  with  so  much  obscuri- 
ty, it  is  rather  a  proof  that  the  scriptures  are  of  Divine  ori'- 
gin  by  the  depth  of  matter  contained  in  them;  but  the  &ct 
is,  the  <<  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit 
of  God  ;  neither  can  he  know  them,  because  they  are  spiri- 
tually discerned ;"  and  that  is  a  medium  they  do  not  choose 
to  seek  or  adopt,  and  this  their  folly  is  their  ruin. 

6.  Fttiure  promises  of  amendment. — The  love  of  lifis,  and 
the  desire  of  worldly  good,  greatly  predominate  in  the  unre- 
newed mind  of  man.  He  imagines  that  he  will  be  a  ^^reat 
loser  by  beginning  to  be  religious,  and  if  he  see  it  necessary 
to  have  it  before  he  dies,  he  will  endeavour  to  put  it  oflT*  aiS 
long  as  he  can.  He  therefore  flatters  himself  that  hehto 
many  years  to  spend  in  the  world,  that  he  will  have  plenty 
of  time  to  serve  God,  and  promises  that  he  will  sometime 
begin  in  good  earnest,  and  when  he  does  begin  he  intends  to 
outstrip  all  others  in  sincerity,  goodness,  and  diligence.  lii 
the  m^B  time  the  world  is  eagerly  followed,  and  such  petrstes 
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jwe  entai^iladl  in  ttm  and  MHuety,  conHnereial  fi|MN»i]Btion% 
.nnddoeenttentioos  taknttnesB ;  plearare,  gnietjr,  and  comfsx' 
jny  cany  awaytheirliMrU,  and  cause  them  toforgettheirpro* 
ttiiaee ;  while  vexations,  litigidus  emts,  Tarious  ^siypoini- 
'OMBto  and  dificulties  iiAen  ^ccniring,  banish  the  thoughts  of 
(Gad  and  eternity  fimniAe  niad.  It  is  true,  that  books,  ser- 
mons, oesasional  oaa^ersatious  with  jreligious  p^i^le,  the 
deathof  firieadsaud  neigbbamcs,  andother  ciroumstaaoes,  may 
•cause  a  few  short  leflezionson  diese  subjects ;  but  their  hearts 
j«e  soon  enveloped  ia  their  fiwmer  mists,  aad  diey  cannot  see 
thiough  ibem  to^ie  day  when  they  intend  to  surrender  up 
^ttemsdvee  to  the  Lord.  To  which  nay  be  added,  the  many 
AnMesB  wishes  which  esci^  from  their  1^ :  '  I  wish  I  was 
feeUer  than  I  anh-4  wish  I  was  a$  good  as  such  a  one — I 
*wishl  was  a  good  christian  ;*  andsaying  of  prayers,  and  re* 
fwnling  of  creeds,  by  which  the  consci^ice  is  lulled  into  a 
"Uonndcr  deep,  and  the  work  of  the  Spirit  stopt  in  thesoal ; 
Ibr  religious  ikities  performed  by  any  who  are  reeolfred  to 
continue  in  thmr  «ns  hardsn,  by  deoeitCiil  appearaaees,  ra« 
4lMr  than  amend  the  JiearL  Thus,  ia  UMwy  ways,  ihtb  Spi- 
4it  of  holiness  is  quenched  and  grieved,  his  gifts  and  graces 
•psgected,  and  the  heailt  <»f  man,  whidi  by  his  refreshing  aad 
Aw^tifyjag  tafluences,  would  reseadble  9^  fruitful  ield,  nov 
«emaiM  as  a  dreary  wilderness, 

ADVANTAGES  OF  CONVERSION. 


Ain*HoiTGH  there  is  great  onwittingpess  among  mea  to  be 
•ooBverted,  we  ought  not  io  eonclnde  that  a  stale  of  convert 
aion  is  dsstitttte  of  privileges  or  advaoftages.  The  icause  of 
their  neglect  may  be  ignoranoe,  incredulity,  prejudice,  or 
love  of  the  present  evil  world,  tot. ;  in  whidi  cases,  though 
die  diasMMid  may  be  thrown  away  as  glass,  its  vdue  is  un^ 
dmaged  and  undimmished,  ami  their  cfaoioe  is  as  fedish  by 
continuing  to  live  ia  sik,  as  it  wmddbe  wise,  suppose  iiief 
leftitoffand«bosethefrmr«f  the  Lard.  Timie is  nodiia« 
la  the  one  alate  Iwt  what  loudly  talk  for  vepentanoe,  aad 
4dmt  must  be  sa^ooadad  by  S09WW ;  but,  in  the  otfaeri  auuiy 
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thiags  wUeh  saAitfy  tlie  8cml  here,  nke  it  jabove  the  com* 
iBon  evilB  of  life,  aad  prepare  it  Snt  the  more  perfect  eojoy- 
Ment  of  God  tor  ever.  1  shall  begia  bj  obs«-Fing  that  to  bo 
truly  coDTerted  always  ensttres 

1.  Tke  Diune  fmxmr.-^ltthe  feronrof  tfrthers  is  to  be  as* 
timated  in  propoitios  as  it  is  calculated  to  promote  our  in« 
terestSy  and  io  call  forth  the  beat  fedings  of  our  souls,  no 
fiiFOur  can  be  move  desirable  than  that  of  our  gtaeioiis  God; 
Cnt  this  is  belter  than  life  itself  and  abrays  promotes  tho 
perfection  aad  happiness  of  oar  natme;  and  gives  fiiU  scopo 
to  the  finest  sentiment  the  sweetest  reciprocality  of  affile* 
tioa,  the  best  society  and  fellowBhip,  the  most  unbounded 
eonfidenee,  the  porofouodest  seoneqr,  the  most  ^mobling 
thoughts  and  de^res,  the  most  grateful  returns,  the  most 
mchaageable  acquaintance,  and  die  meat  laeting  ddigfat  to** 
wards,  aad  in  God  himsdf ;  and  the  feioest  opportunities  of 
^leasiag  and  honouring  him  bj  an  attention  to  die  persons 
be  loves,  the  ways  wbich  he  afqivoves,  and  in  the  imitation 
of  his  meicy  and  benerolenee  towards  all  that  come  into  tba 
eirde  of  our  knowledge  or  aequatntance.  If  we  are  in  his 
fitvour  be  ^  wiH  veTeal  Umseif  to  ns  as  he  does  not  to  dm 
world;'*  he  weweeis  hiauelf  to  the  wmrld  in  continsmi  acts  of 
kkidneas  in  a  tempoial  «ense,  but  dus  revdation  is  in  a  spi- 
ritual tone.  'We  shali,  through  his  light,  before  we  ana 
called  to  stand  in  his  prosenee,  bdiold  his  glory  in  the  feco 
of  Jesus <3hri8t,  whom  having  not  seen  we  shall  love;  and 
through  believHig,  rqoiee  with  jay  nnspeakable  and  fiiU  of 
glory;*'  nor  will  he  withheld  any  manner  4>f  temporal  good, 
having  declared  Ihnt  he  will  never  leave  nor  forsake  ns.  He 
will  attend  to  the  voice  of  oar  supplications  upcm  all  occa* 
/lions,  accept  bwt  eacrifices  <of  praise  and  gratitude,  and  ren- 
der  ihem  and  aU  our  meditations  subsiervient  to  die  happi« 
neas  of  our  souls.  Ho  will  place  his  everlasting  arms  ua** 
demeath  us,  and  support  us  under  the  vanous  pressures^ 
burdens,  and  diAculties  of  life.  His  Spirit  will  oomfert, 
help,  and -direct  us.  H0  weapon  fermed  against  us  hy  any 
enemy,  pr  dijreeM  W  .aa  frem  any  qmrter,  wiU  ever  pros? 
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per.  He  will  acknowledge  us  for  his  special  treasure :  will 
call  us  his  sons  and  daughters,  and  permit  us  to  claim  and 
call  him  our  Father.  Noah,  Job,  and  Daniel  found  &Tour 
with  God ;  and  though  they  were  placed  in  peculiarly  trying 
circumstances,  he  supported  them  through  all,  and  gave 
them  a  complete  deliverance  at  last;  and  he  will  do  the 
same  for  us,  by  giving  us  victory  over  all  our  enemies,  and 
bringing  us  to  his  holy  hill  and  dwelling-place.  It  was  this 
which  supported  St.  Paul  in  his  severest  conflicts.  ^^  My 
grace  is  sufficient  for  thee"  turned  his  sorrow  into  gladness, 
and  made  him  take  pleasure  in  the  things  most  painful  and 
'  trying  to  human  nature.  It  was  this  which  caused  him  to 
challenge  the  world,  armed  with  all  their  malice,  and  to  defy 
them  to  disunite  him  and  his  pious  fiiends  from  their  beloved 
Lord.  ^^  Who  (said  he)  shall  separate  us  from  the  love  of 
Christ  ?  Shall  tribulation,  or  distress,  or  persecution,  or  fit- 
mine,  or  nakedness,  or  peril,  or  sword?  Nay,  in  all  these 
things  we  are  more  than  conquerors  through  him  that  loved 
us.''  Thus  the  &vour  of  Grod  raises  us  above  all  fear,  sup- 
ports us  underall  anguish,  delivers  us  from  every  enemy,  gives 
a6  boldness  and  access  to  his  throne,  secures  to  us  all  good,  af- 
fords the  most  blessed  prospects  into  futurity,  brings  peculiar 
marks  of  his  love  and  condescension ;  and,  in  short,  his  fiivour 
is  upon  all  occasions,  and  in  all  circumstances,  to  be  prefer- 
red to  all  other  considerations  whatever. 

2.  //  introduces  us  inio  a  new  aroeneaU  with  God. — The  old 
covenant  is  most  dreadfully  severe,  not  fi'om  any  evil  in 
itself,  but  fix>m  the  weakness  and  depravity  of  fidlen  human 
nature,  which,  in  its  present  state^  is  incapable  of  answering 
its  demands;  all,  therefore,  who  belong  to  it,  and  that  is  the 
case  with  all  who  have  not  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  of  the 
hope  set  before  them,  are  under  the  curse,  and  consequently 
exposed  to  eternal  death,  while  they  depend  upon  it,  con- 
form to  it,  or  reject  the  Lord  Jesus  as  he  is  offered  in  tha 
gospel ;  who  hath  redeemed  us,  that  is,  those  that  believe  in 
him,  from  the  curse  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curse  for  us. 
JFor  those  that  believe  in  him^  through  the  law^  or  its  sen- 
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tence,  are  dead  to  the  law,  tbat  they  may  live  unto  God ; 
who,  through  his  grace,  prevents  the  execution  of  the  con- 
demnatory sentenqe,  and  takes  them  into  his  iavour,  family, 
arid  service,  requiring  nothing  at  our  hands  but  what  he 
graciously  enables  us  to  perform.      Sin,  therefore,  shalV 
not  have  dominion  over  us,  for  we  are  not  under  the  law^ 
but  under  grace ;  and  acknowledging  Christ  for  our  Lord  and 
Master,  we.  prove  his  yoke  to  be  easy,  and  his  burden  light; 
his  royal  law,  a  law  of  liberty,  and  his  service  ^^  perfect  frce*^ 
dom."    To  those  who  are  enlightened  to  understand  the 
nature  of  the  two  covenants,  that  made  with  Adam,  as  our 
surety  in  a  state  of  innocence;  and  that  made  with  our, 
blessed  Mediator,  as  surety  of  a  better  covenant,  established 
upon  better  promises,  know  that  the  liberty  of  the  children 
of  God  is  a  ^^  glorious  liberty."    He  who  in  unfeigned  faith 
continually  receives  the  great  atonement,  continually  finds 
acceptance  in  the  beloved;  he  who  sincerely  asks,  receives 
the  Spirit  into  his  heart,  to  write  there  the  living  law  of  ho- 
liness and  love,  and  outwardly  to  observe  the  letter  of  it  in 
true  christian  morality  with  pleasantness  and  peace.    While 
we  name  the  name  of  Christ,  and  depart  firom  iniquity,  no 
evil  can  approach  us,  the  way  to  everlasting  life  is  opened 
before  us,  and  by  perseverance  in  well-doing,  will  be  ulti- 
mately and.etemally  our's.    How  much  superior  this  is  to 
the  other  will  appear  by  observing,  that  the  ^rst  covenant 
knew  nothing  of  repentance,  fitith  in  an  atoning  sacrifice, 
pardon,  refonnation,  purifying  ordinances,*  and,  in  a  word, 
nothing  which  Divine  goodness  has  adopted  under  the  law 
of  Moses,  or  the  gospel  for  the  salvation  and  happiness  of 
the  human  race.    It  was  perfect  in  itself,  perfect  in  its  pre* 
ceptive  and  governing  part,  and  considered  man,  as  the  work 
of  the  same  infinite  wisdom  and  goodness,  as  perfect  also. 
Hence  it  required  perfect  and  unsinning  obedience,  promise 
ing  life  on  that  ground  alone,  and  threatening  death  for  the 
smallest  transgression,  which,  if  executed,  doomed  the  of- 
fender to  endless  punishment.    Ought  we  not  then  to  em- 
)}race  with  our  whole  hearts  the  offers  of  mercy  under  the 
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gospel,  and  will  not  all  Aose  who  rtfoie  tliese  i^n  be  gmU 
tj  of  the  bkekest  inp^tude,  and  expose  theimeWee  to  the 
most  dresdftd  pmifllMieiits  ?  ConTermon  delif^rs  m  from 
this  spotless  transcript  of  our  H0I7  Lord  God,  and  plaeea 
Ibe  humbled  penitent,  on  bis  bdiering,  under  the  mild  law 
of  his  compassionate  Redeemer;  which,  whilst  it  treats  sin 
as  equallj  evil  with  the  other,  and  holds  it  in  as  great 
abhorrence,  provides  pardon  and  peace  fer  all  who  will  re» 
eeiye  them  in  the  waj  he  has  appointed,  and  takes  them  un» 
der  the  wing  of  his  Almight  j  protection  against  any  accosa* 
tion  that  can  possibly  be  brought  against  them  from  any  pari 
of  the  universe*  Oh  what  a  sonnse  of  happiness  is  diis  to 
those  who  rightly  anderstand  and  experience  it ! 

S.  The  Tjord  will  be  tmr  ihicid  and  partkm. — ^This  he  pro* 
mised,  or  rather  declared  of  himself,  to  Abraham,  who  waa 
called  the  friend  of  Ood.  If  We  enjoyed  the  gteateet  good^ 
unless  we  were  protected  by  him,  either  devils  or  wicked 
men  would  deprive  us  of  it;  but  he  who  preserved  the  fiither 
of  the  fhithflil,  will  preserve  those  who  tread  in  his  steps, 
and  be  their  exceeding  great  reward,  of  which  none  can  de* 
prive  them.  They  may  be  permitted  to  deprive  Uiem  of  li^ 
berty,  they  may  confiscate  their  property,  wound  their  repu* 
tation,  injure  them  in  their  eonnexions  and  iimilies,  aflict, 
distress,  and  take  away  their  lives ;  but  they  camot  take 
away  their  confidence  in  their  (Sod,  destroy  the  peace  of 
their  souls,  or  prevent  the  Divine  presence  and  Messing 
from  continuing  with  them.  No  attempts  of  infermrf  spirita 
can  harm  them  while  they  cleave  unto  him;  they  may  aift, 
try,  vex,  and  raggast  many  wicked  things^  may  stir  np  Aeir 
agents  to  disturb,  curse,  and  blaspheme,  and  shoot  their 
fiery  darts  often  and  long;  bat  they  cannot  destroy  those 
who  place  their  oonfidenee  in  Cbd.  This  is  a  pmrtion  that 
never  wears  oat,  that  cannot  be  injured  or  injure;  the  long- 
er it  is  known,  the  mors  it  is  valued ;  it  ahr^rs  prodaoes  can* 
tentment,  and  gives  rest ;  all  the  wants  of  the  soal  are  richly 
eupidied  by  it;  it  brings  real  honour  and  respectability; 
eaves  us  from  a  thoaeand  foolidi  desiresy  vain  c<mceit8^  and 


empty  wklies,  wfcieh  distraet  tke  min jb  of  A»  gaj,  opidml, 
sad  idle ;  and  from  the  fears,  fiike  hopes,  and  selkitudta 
which  disturb  the  indigent,  busy,  and  werldly-orinded ;  it 
bani^es  en vj,  regulates  the  inner  man,  and  sa^es  from  ma^ 
evils  and  dangers  into  which  vice  and  fi>Uy  frequently  lead 
their  followers.  All,  therefore,  who  can  say  the  Lord  is  our 
portion,  have  the  greatest,  best,  and  most  duraUe  of  all  poi> 
tions;  and  it  may  be  roost  justly  said,  let  their  outward  cir* 
eumstances  be  whatever  they  may,  that  their  names,  titles, 
ftmiUes,  estates,  connexions,  honours,  and  expectations,  u^ 
as  &r  above  what  the  most  honourable  of  impenitent  sin* 
ners  can  boast  o^  as  the  ^ofy  of  the  sun  exceeds  that  of  Che 
twinkling  stars*  A  good  always  accessible,  ne^i^r  defi^ent^ 
ever  suitable,  ever  satisfiKstoij,  never  changing  or  dis- 
appointing; exceeding  all  other  pleasures;  most  precious  hi 
sickness  or  death;  not  leaving  us  than,  but  atteiHfing  us  titt 
we  behold  the  blessed  vision  of  God,  and  are  placed  b^<md 
the  reach  of  all  evil  for  ever:  this  is  a  portion  indeed,  and 
this  follows  real  conversion  to  God. 

4.  BMUles  us  to  the  ministraii&H  ofang«b.*—fl»vittg  noticed 
tte  protection  of  our  alKsuiBeient  God,  I  fdiould  not  havo 
mentioned  tUs  but  to  shew  the  friendly  disposition  of  these 
oelcetial  beings,  and  the  high  esteem  their  God  and  our  €rod 
lias  for  those  that  love  him,  in  making  them  mimstering  api« 
fits  to  these  heirs  of  eternal  salvation.  I  might  indeed  aiip^ 
pKSB  this  thought,  and  say  if  timir  Lord  could  so  humble 
himsrflf  for  us  as  to  become  obedient  to  Hie  painful,  ignomi* 
aimis,  and  aocursed  death  of  the  cross,  it  is  not  to  be  great-^ 
hf  wondeied  at  ^at  his  servants  shoidd,  in  some  way  or 
tvliher,  be  eni]^oyed  in  assisting  us  in  the  great  work  -ot  our 
twdvation.  In  ihet,  all  is  iw>nderful,  and  wiH  sti9  appear 
mors  so,  as  the  merciftil  designs  of  Grod,  in  our  redemption, 
open  to  our  view.  The  scripture  frequently  vpeAB  of  the 
Qiinistiy  of  angels ;  and  perhaps  they  have  much  more  to  do 
with  what  ooncenis  our  present  and  future  salvation  flian  ira 
are  generally  aware  of  ^  at  least,  this  mi^  be  inferred  froi^ 
what  is  sp<4ken«ii  diis  subject,    I  think  no  doubt  sbouM  h9 
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entertainedi  but  that  many  of  tlie  appearanees  Noticed 
in  the  Old  Testament  were  no  other  than  such  as  were 
assumed  by  the  eternal  Word,  who  was  afterwards  incar* 
nated  for  us  men  and  for  our  redemption;  as,  for  instance,  in 
the  case  of  Abraham  offering  his  son,  where  he«who  is  called 
the  angel  swears  by  himself,  as  the  true  God,  which  an  an- 
gel, in  the  common  sense  of  the  word,  would  not  have  done, 
as  it  would  have  been  arrogating  the  perfections  of  Deity  to 
himself,  which  cannot  possibly  be  admitted ;  but  others  ap- 
pear to  have  been  angels,  messengers  sent  from  God  to  make 
known  his  will  to  mankind.  It  has  be^n  noticed  already, 
that  these  holy  beings  are  probably  employed  in  the  provi- 
dence of  God,  as  instruments  to  rouze  the  sleepy  consci- 
ences of  jnen ;  and,  in  addition  to  that,  for  our  com- 
fort and  encourageiQent  also.  Angels  are  spiritual  be- 
ings, of  a  nature  greatly  differing  from  our's ;  of  a  superior 
lank  in  the  creation ;  swift  and  active  as  the  flaming  light- 
ning; glorious,  awful,  and  majestic  in  their  appearance; 
Jiind  and  affectionate  towards  the  upright,  but  terrible  to 
the  wicked ;  eloquent  in  speech,  mighty  in  action,  holy  and 
pleasing  in  the  sight  of  Jehovah ;  always  attentive  to  his 
willy  submitting  themselves  to  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  always  rea- 
dy to  worship  him,  and  obey  his  commandment;  and  medita- 
ting with  astonishment  on  the  glorious  mysteries  of  redemp. 
tion  :  they  are  said  to  be  an  innumerable  company ;  are 
averse  iit>m  being  worshipped ;  are  porters  at  the  gates  of  the 
new  Jerusalem ;  will  be  the  reapers  in  the  great  harvatt  <^ 
the  world,  at  the  coming  of  the  Judge  of  quick  and  dead  ; 
are  wise  and  zealous  in  the  exercises  of  devotion,  and  most 
cordially  unite  with  the  ransomed  of  the  Lord  in  their  no^ 
blest  songs  of  gratitude,  praise,  and  love.  This  is  the  ac- 
count given  us  of  the  angels  in  the  scripture :  those  sons  of 
the  morning,  who  shouted  for  joy  at  the'  formation  of  our 
world  and  its  happy  inhabitants  before  sin  poured  forth  and 
spread  iU  dreadful  curse  tlirough  all :  then  indeed  they  were 
set  in  opposition  to  man,  and  placed  ^s  guards  at  the  gate  of 
f  ar^dise;  to  frustrate  all  bis  desi^s  to  regain  bis  lost  place  of 
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residence  and  deligbt,  and  especiallj  from  tasting  the  fruit  of 
the  forfeited  tree  of  life :  but  nothing,  I  think,  can  be  plain- 
er than  that  they  are  friendly  to  all  those  who  seek  and 
serve  him  that  was  crucified ;  and  of  their  services  to  such  I 
am  now  to  speak.  ' 

They  may  be  employed  in  counteracting  Satanic  devices, 
as  in  the  case  of  Joshua  the  high  priest,  Zech.  iii.  18 ;  by  or* 
dering  and  directing  circumstances  to  a  striking  and  happy 
issue,  as  is  related  of  Abraham's  servant,  Gen.  xxiv ;  by 
acts  of  kindness  in  trouble  and  distress,  as  the  assistance 
afibrded  Elijah  when  he  fled  from  Jezebel,  1  Kings,  xix.  5  ; 
by  extraordinary  deliverances  in  seasons  of  the  most  immi- 
nent danger,  as  the  preservation  of  Lot  from  the  overthrow 
of  Sodom,  and  the  three  courageous  servants  of  God  from 
the  burning  fiery  furnace ;  of  Daniel  from  the  furious  lions; 
and  of  Peter  from  prison,  and  from  Herod's  fury  and  political 
crfift,  Dan.  vi.  and  iii.  Acts  xii.  '^  The  angel  of  the  Lord 
encampeth  round  about  them  that  fear  him,  and  delivereth 
them,"  Psal.  xxxiv.  7.  They  also  appear  to  be  appointed 
the  guardians  of  children,  Matt,  xviii.  SO ;  and  directors  of 
ministers,  on  particular  occasions,  to  the  choice  of  pla- 
ces, and  other  matters  connected  with  the  conversion  of  sin- 
ners. Acts  viii.  86;  and  the  opposers  of  those  who,  from  mer- 
cenary motives,  are  filled  with  evil  designs  against  the  peo- 
ple of  God,  and  turning  malicious  designs  to  his  glory  and  the 
good  of  his  servants.  Num.  xxii.  88.  They  may  be  employed 
to  administer  consolation  to  pious  persons  in  trouble,  Dan.  x. 
11 ;  and  have,  according  to  the  book  of  Revelation,  a  great 
deal  to  do  in  the  afikirs  of  the  church ;  and  probably  give  to 
men  many  intimations  of  danger,  admonitions  against  evil, 
and  encouraging  prospects  in  dreams,  Matt.  i.  80,  ii.  ld>— 
19 ;  and  actual  help  and  support  against  causes  of  stum- 
bling, and  unforeseen  dangers  and  calamities,  Psal.  xci.  11, 
18 ;  and  inspire  courage  and  resolution  in  great  undertak- 
ings, Judges,  vi.  18.  They  mark  with  attention  the  wisdom 
and  grace  of  God  towards  his  church,  Ephes.  iH.  10  ;  the 
jperioas  particularly  employed  in  feeding  the  flock  of  Christ, 
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1  dor.  iv»  9 ;  aftd  Aej  attend  tiw  bed  of  Death,  and  conv^ 
theepiritsofallthatdieiBtheLordto  tbe  Paradise  abovei 
Jjuke  xvi. 

Fran  tkete  paaflafes  of  aeriptnre,  asd  more  tni^ht  haire 
been  produced,  we  may  learn  how  much  the  Lord  may  con« 
fer  Ueainiga  upon  vb  by  the  ministry  of  angels.  I  do  not 
intend  fay  this,  thai  we  wlio  haw  such  abundant  information 
from  the  gospel  respecting  God  and  tiie  invisiUe  wodd^ 
have  any  right  to  expect  the  same  visible  notices  of  his  witt 
by  these  spirftual  beings  as  Uie  persons  here  alluded  to :  no^ 
but  certainly  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  their  watchfiil  cave 
over  the  heifs  of  eternal  life,  though  the  manner  in  whieh 
thai  is  done  may  in  a  great  measure  tie  hidden  from  us  at 
present ;  the  period,  however,  is  not  fiur  distant  when  all 
will  be  cleared  up,  and  our  ransmned  souls,  become  liloa 
these  oetestial  messengers,  duill  join  their  andiems,  and  per« 
haps  be  willingly  eoqiloyed  in  gmding  the  footsteps  of  thasa 
we  iove,  but  have  been  constfuined  to  leave  behind  for  a 
season,  te  the  same  glorious  and  eternal  maasioos,  Rev« 
xxii.  9«  We  must,  tbeiefore,  consider  it  as  one  of  Ae  ad- 
vantages arising  from  conversion,  to  experience,  aauMig 
edier  gifts  of  onr  God,  the  servioea  of  angels. 

5«  We  tkattie  wnadR  Uenmgs  to  Men. — ^As  it  is  mt  easy 
toeonceivethataay  one  m  civil  society,  is  so  wretched  as  to 
be  wholly  deslatute  of  friends,  so  it  appeois  eqnaBy  diflkmll 
to  suppose  that  any  one  can  beao  Jasignificant  as  not,  in  one 
respedt  or  odier,  to  hav«  some  snihience  ov^er  odmrs.  If 
tbsy  use  '^  carasd,  sold  umkr  sin,"  (heir  advice,  sentimenls, 
Md  €snimples  will  ha  of  the  same  land,  and  if  followed,  wiD 
be  attended  with  pemicions  coiisa^enoes.  TiaasgiesBian 
is  hereby  lacneased  among  men,  sinners  become  hardened  in 
their  evil  w«j«,  and  the  leaven  of  Divine  grace  stopped  in 
its  jirograsB.  N«r  is  it  confined  to  tins  pieaant  state  ;  it  ex« 
tends  to  another  also,  wiwre  itsteffeete  wifl  be  felt  in  agony 
and  despair  for  ever«  <<  One  sinner,  indood,  destroys  nmdi 
good.*^  On  the  contrary,  a  real  dirietian  can  take  noplani* 
sure  in  iniquity^  and  never  willingly^  or  intentifinaily  pro* 
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motes  it  Piety  a&d  trath,  with  him,  «re  sacred  things ;  he 
cannot,  ther^ore,  indulge  himself  in  what  opposes  itself  t9 
them,  nor  can  he  cpuntenance  it  in  others^  His  desire  and 
care  is  to  increase  the  knowledge  and  fear  of  Grod  among 
men;  and; for  the  accomplishment  of  his  purposes  he  offers 
daily  prayers  ta  the  Father  of  mercies,  ^^  that  it  would  please 
him  to  have  mercy  upon  all  men,"  but  especially  those  of 
his  acquaintance  and  kindred*  In  all  his  intercourse  ^ith 
them  he  endeavours  to  act  an  vqpright  and  conscientious 
part;'  he  is  serious  in  his  deportment,  sincere  in  his  friend- 
ships, industrious  in  his  calling,  careful  of  his  words,  and 
faithful  to  his  promises;  he  ehame^  not  his  profession,  and 
his  profession  does  him  honour.  He  recommends  the  reli« 
gion  which  has  brought  happiness  to  his  own  soul,  and 
speaking  of  it  from  his  own  experience,  he  speaks  on  sure 
ground,  and  thus,  by  every  prudential  method,  he  spreads 
the  savour  of  Divine  knowledge  around  him,  and  God  is 
glorified  1^  his  holy  life  and  conversation.  Thus  the  people 
of  God,  through  good  report,  and  evil  report,  keep  in  the 
paths  of  righteousness,  the  Lord  hears  their  prayers,  blesses 
their  endeavours,  and  makes  them  instrumental  in  saving 
others,  and  promoting  their  present  and  eternal  happiness, 
while  decency  of  behaviour,  and  improved  morals  increase 
around  them;  and  if  many  stop  dhort  of  true  piety,  yet  vice 
and  immorality  are  checked,  and  the  general  ^ood  of  society 
thereby  increased. 

Who  that  reflects  as  he  ought  on  this  subject,  but  must 
discover  how  shocking  it  is  for  any  to  promote  evil  in  their 
feUow-creatures,  when  thai  evil,  if  unrepented  o^  will  doom 
their  souls  to  eternal  death  ?  How  much  more  commend- 
able  is  the  conduct  of  those  who  atudy  the  present  and  fu- 
ture happiness  of  those  about  them,  by  the  maxims  of  virtue 
and  godliness !  He  that  turneth  a  sinner  from  the  error  of 
his  way,  saves  a  9oul  from  death,  hides  a  multitude  of  sins, 
gratifies  the  feelings  of  his  own  benevolent  heart,  strength- 
ens the  cause  of  his  Redeemer,  increases  the  number  of  the 
heavenlv  bests,  brings  greater  honour  to  his  God,  and  as- 
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triste  an  imifiortal  ^irit  to  partake  of  all  the  pleadores  unik 
deligltTs  of  the  heavenly  state  for  evermore.  Thin  is  spoketi 
.of  christians  hi  ^neral;  bat  where  God,  iti  his  providence, 
calls  Ibrth  from  among  them  labourers  for  his  vinevard,  who 
tan  calculate  the  good  arising  from  the  faithful  discharge  of 
this  office?  None  but  that  gre^  and  comprehensive  mind 
Vho  views  all  things  both  in  their  issues  and  principles* 
£vei7  converted  person  has  this  privilege,  and  should  keep 
the  same  in  view,  not  only  because  it  is  attended  with  great 
reward,  but  because  it  so  fully  corresponds  with  the  gospel^ 
and  is  so  pleasing  in  the  sig^ht  of  its  most  gracious  and  bene- 
volent Author;  to  whom  for  this,  and  all  other  prooft  of  his 
love  to  mankind,  be  everlasting  praise. 

6.  Sathfaciofy  evidence  of  the  truth  of  chtistiamtj/  is  ano- 
ther privilege  arising  from  conversion. — To  proceed  in  un- 
certainty in  any  case  is  painful,  biit  it  is  much  more  so  where 
the  greatest  interests  are  involved;  and  as  the  interests  of 
the  immortal  soul  are  confessedly  amongst  these,  it  is  of 
great  importance  that  we  should  be  satisfied  with  every  sub- 
ject conn:  cted  with  its  eternal  state.  Many  do  not  even  give 
themselves  the  trouble  of  examination,  and  amongst  those 
that  do,  the  most  essential  part  is  neglected,  which  is  that 
of  experience.  Christianity  promises  pardon  to  the  peni- 
tent; but  none  can  declare  the  sweetness  of  that  mercy  from 
mere  speculation.  To  know  it,  we  must  both  repent  of  sin, 
and  have  unfeigned  faith  in  Christ;  and  then  we  shall  truly 
understand  the  nature  of  the  blessing,  and  the  peace  it  brings. 
It  promises  and  undertakes  to  raise  us  into  the  image  of  God; 
but  none  know  the  advantages  of  this  state  of  holiness  and  rec- 
titude aright,  without  being  actually  the  partakers  of  the  Spi- 
rit^s  baptism  of  fire ;  they  may  write  and  speak  eloquently  of 
his  operations,  and  the  graces  he  produce*  in  us;  but  that  is 
all,  and  that  is  the  least  part:  the  feeling  of  it  in  our  own 
hearts  greatly  exceeds  it.  The  same  may  be  said  of  God 
dwelling  in  us.  'Mf  any  man  love  me  (said  the  blessed 
«tcsus)  him  will  my  Father  honour,  and  we  will  come  to 
hiui,  and  take  up  our  al^ode  with  him/^    What  can  any  man^ 


know  of  this^  unless?  he  ia  hecoioe  a  Uying  temple  of  his  GLoil 
by  the  aanctificatiojQ  of  the  Hol^  Spirit,  and  thus  fitted  to  re- 
ceive so  great  a  favour?  These  know  it>  and  the  peace,  lova^ 
and  JQj,  connected  with  it;  and  so  know  it,  as  to  dcapisc  tlii9 
present  evil  world,  and  all  its  vanities;  that  they  m^y  retaiui 
and  increase  in  the  same*  Conversion  introduces  the  soi4 
into  this  state  of  grace  and  salvation,  and  the  viore  it  is  con<« 
firmed  therein,  the  stro^pger  are  Its  assurances  of  eteroal  life* 
While  infidels,  therefore,  and  formal  christians,  through  ig« 
norance  and  prejudice,  continue  strangers  to  the  esscmtial 
principles  of  real  Christianity,  the  huodble,  penitent,  and, 
'obedient  believer,  entering  into  the  spirit  and  experience  of 
its  truths,  obtains  firm  footing  for  his  faith,  an4  waits  in  ful^ 
assurance  of  having  an  entrance  administered  to  him  abun- 
dantly into  the  glorious  kingdom  of  his  God  and  Savionr*^ 
No  lon^r  tossed  about  with  the  winds  of  &lse  doctrine,  or 
perplexed  with  doubts  ^nd  fears,  he  make?  boldly  tor  the 
harbour  under  a  press,  of  sail,  and  enters  it,  at  last,  amidst 
the  joyful  acclamations  of  celestial  friends,  who  hail  him 
welcome  to  the  resdms  of  unclouded  and  eternal  day.  la 
life,  in  trouble,  in  sickness,  and  death,  it  mokes  good  all  ita 
promise^  realizes. ita  hearts,,  and  pheers  the  soul  with  joy- 
ful exp^tation  of  possessing  in  heav^p,  what,  fi-om  a  varicfy. 
ofcaus€[s,  it  is  prevented  firpm  proving  upon  earth*  ^Ul 
other  foundations  fof*  our  hopes  are  v^in,  ^dall  oui*  reason- 
i;ig8  which  oppose  thegpspel,  or  lead  us  to  think  lightly  of 
it,  are  false  and  dangerous.  The  christian  luiows  them,  ta 
be  so ;  and  none  have  a  sight  to  contradict  him,  till  they, 
have  complied  with  the  gospel  as  he. has  done,,  proved  ita 
benefits,  and  fi^t  its  powers  then,  indeed,  if  they  have  any 
thing  tosc^  in  opposition,  let  them  be  heard;  but  there  is, 
Qo  danger  &om  timt  quartev^  when  once  they  have  known 
these  thii9gp  fi>r  themselves,,  they  w^l  be  too  well  satisfied  to 
oppose  and  contradict* 

7.  Grealer  knowkdgp  of  God.-^lt  is  an  undeniable  truth 
tb;^t  Jehovah  is  incomprehen3ibh3 ;  all  attempts,  therefore, 
to  search*  and  find  him  out  tpperfection  are  vain  and  fruit- 
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less.  On  the  other  hand,  since  we  are  commanded  to  get,* 
retain,  love,  embrace,  and  exalt  spiritual  wisdom  and  un- 
derstanding, as  the  principal  thing,  (ProT.  iv.  5,  &c.)  and  as 
euch  as  are  destitute  of  it  are  severely  reprehended  for  their 
]|porano6,  (1  Cor.  xr.  34,)  it  is  evident  that  seeking  to  ac- 
quaint otirsdves  with  God  is  not  onlj  necessary,  but  laud- 
able, pleasant,  and  profitable.  In  cultivating  this  know- 
ledge, we  must  confine  ourselves  to  what  he  has  revealed  of 
himself  in  his  holy  word;  for  nothing  can  be  confided  in  that 
will  not  bear  that  test,  or  harmonize  therewith.    There  may 

<be  other  attributes  and  perfections  in  God  than  those  he  has 
discovered  to  man.  We  cannot,  however,  know  any  thing 
of  them;  and  must,  therefore,  confine  ourselves  to  those 
which  are  revealed.  The  eflbct  will  be,  the  more  we  know 
of  him,  of  his  will,  and  of  his  dispensations  in  general,  the 
more  excellency  we  shall  discover,  the  greater  delight  we 
shall  take  in,  and  the  greater  love  We  shall  have  to  him. 
The  wicked  know  him  not,  and  they  love  him  not;  they 
know  not  his  law,  nor  understand  his  dispensations  and  de* 
signs ;  and  they  hate  him  without  a  cause.  It  was  the  know* 
ledge  of  the  true  God  which  made  the  psalmist  say,  *^  Whom 
have  I  in  heaven  but  thee,  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  I 
desire  beside  thee."  The  light  by  which  he  beheld  his  glo- 
rious beauty,  gave  him  to  see  at  the  same  time,  the  vanity 
and  insufficiency  of  the  creatures,  and  taught  him  to  prefer 
his  beneficent  Creator  and  Redeemer  to  them  all*  Here  the 
soul  finds  true  rest  and  assumed  consolation.  Here  its  wan- 
derings cease,  its  desires  are  satisfied,  its  evils  are  removed^ 
and  its  joy  abounds  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Author  of  its 
being,  and  the  enjoyment  of  his  favour.  He  sees  that  all  he 
declares,  all  he  does,  and  all  he  requires,  is  the  r^ult  of  in- 
finite wisdom  and  goodness.  This  teaches  him  to  acquiesce 
in  all  his  holy  will,  by  which  he  is  saved  fit>m  a  thousand 
perplexities,  fiears  and  alarms,  and  with  a  confidence  like 
that  of  Abraham,  who  followed  the  God  he  knew  and  lov- 
ed, into  a  land  unknown,  he  follows  his  God  and  Saviour 

^hrough  this  wilderness  to  the  realms  ct  light,  knowing 
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wbom  he  has  believed,  and  assured  that  he  will  preserve  aS 
that  is  committed  to  him  to  the  day  of  eternity. 

The  life  of  tke  soul  Bxisea  from  spiritual  knowledge. — ^Thug 
our  blessed  Savioto  informs  us,  ^  This  is  life  eternal  that 
they  might  know  thee,  the  only  true  Gk>d,  and  Jesus  Christj^ 
whom  thou  hast  sent."  True  knowledge!,'  like  the  sun  in 
bur  system,  both  enlightens,  and  Vivifies  at  the  same  time. 
By  it  the  soul  is  instructed  in  what  is  useful,  and  in  what  is 
pernicious;  which  are  the  ways  of  error,  and  those  of  truth; 
of  what  honours  and  what  offends  its  God;  of  what  ought^ 
or  ought  not  to  be  done;  what  weakens,  or  what  invigorates 
its  powers;  and  by  this  means,  the  things  that  would  injure 
and  destroy  the  soul  are  avoided ;  the  methods  by  which  the 
Spirit  of  Gh>d  comes  by  his  grace  into  the  believer,'  disco- 
vered; and  a  true  taste  and  relish  for  truth,  and  spiritual  de« 
lights,  preserved  from  day  to  day.  It  was  the  rejection  of  this 
knowledge  which  was  the  cause  of  the  shameless  and  abo- 
minable practices  of  the  heathen  world,  mentioned  by  St. 
Paul  in  the  first  chapter  of  his  epistle  to  the  Romans:  '^Ab 
they  did  not  like  to  retain  Grod  in  their  knowledge,  Ood 
gave  them  up  to  a  reprobate  mind,  &c.;"  and  the  corruptions 
which  followed  were  awfbl  indeed;  and,  knowing  that  a  con* 
duct  the  reverse  of  this  tended  directly  to  life  and  happiness, 
he  fervendy  prayed  for  the  churches,  that  they  ^<  might  be 
filled  with  the  knowledge  of  his  will,  in  all  wisdom  and  spi- 
ritual understanding;  that  they  might  walk  worthy  of  the 
Lord.  Thus  the  soul  Immerges  out  of  the  abyss  of  error, 
ignorance,  and  sin,  till  God  makes  known  this  glorious  mys- 
tery, which  is  Christ  in  us  the  hope  of  glory;  and  by  this 
pure  light  of  heaven,  it  is  conducted  through  the  several  stages 
of  spiritual  life,  till  the  hope  of  glory  issues  in  the  complete 
and  eternal  fruition  of  glory  itself.  This  spiritual  know- 
ledge also  teaches  us 

More  ekeerfiilly  to  suhmH  to  the  various  iSspemaiions  of 
JDicine  praoidence. — ^It  is  observed  of  Job  after  his  severe 
conflict  had  commenced,  by  the  loss  of  his  property,  servants, 
aad  chiMreii,  that  he   ^sijuned  not,  nor  charged  Gbd 
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M  are  illiiBilmted  by  die  S|iirit  of  fnidi  and  wiadoni,  dUco« 

ver  the  evil  of  sihy  its  accuraed  nature  and  filial  conaequen* 
ces ;  and  knoiring  that  its  wages  are  death,  they  forsake  it 

altogether.   They  see  into  the  vanity  of  the  creatures,  and 

know  that  they  can  do  nothing  for  us  but  so  &r  as  God  gives 

kis  blessing  with  ihem,  and  that  they  are,  therefore,  not  to 

be  trusted  in  or  idolized.   They  see  that  it  is  not  indulging 

the  senses,  or  pursuing  the  pleasures  of  the  imagination;  but 

the  enjoyment  of  the  Divine  favour,  the  pardon  of  sin,  peace 

of  conscience,  the  in-dwelling  of  the  Spiril,  and  the  spiritual 

delights  springing  from  his  holy  way  and  pleasant  service. 

These,  when  known,  will  be  preferred,  and  these  are  not 

like  the  withering  pleasures  so  eagerly  sought  by  the  camal« 

ly  minded ;  they  constantly  bloom,  and  death  itself  can  only 

transplant  them  io  bloom  more  fully  and  gloriously  in  the 

Paradise  above.    Such  as  are  thus  blessed  have  continual 

cause  to  praise  and  magnify  the  God  of  love,  for  these  great 

and  precious  benefits. 


CHAP.  in. 

ITR6ENT  MOTIVES  TO  EHFORCE  COXVEESION. 


Our  reUUion  io  God--kis  naJure—govermnaU^  promuei — 

ihrtaienmgs — eeriawiy  ofdeM. 

We  come  now  to  speak  of  that  important  transaction  of  the 
soul  with  its  God,  on  wUchlts  present  and  everlasting  hap- 
piness depends ;  and  I  shall  begin  by  observing,  that  this 
ainst  be  considered  as  arising  from 

OUR  RELATION  TO  GOD. 

God  ia superior  to  us  in  all  things,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  be  and 
do  all  that  he  reauires  at  our  hands.  No  fitther  or  master  has 
an  equal  right  to  be  obeyed  like  himi  yet  fitthers  wd  nastera 
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expect  to  be  obeyed ;  and  thej  do  this  from  the  relation  in  « 
which  their  chHdren  or  servants  stand  to  them ;  and  thus 
it  is  with  the  great  God,  and  he  reasons  with  us  on  the  tanfe . 
ground  ;  *^  If  I  be  a  fiither,  where  is  mine  honour :  and  if  I  • 
be  a  master,  where  is  my  fear?"  And  he  certainly  calls  up*  • 
on  all  who  have  not  done  it,  to  cast  away  aH  their  transgrcs-  r 
sions,  whereby  they  have  transgressed ;  and  to  make  them  a  • 
new  heart  and  a  new  spirit.  It  is  therefore  necessary,  on 
the  ground  of  the  Divine  command,  that  all  should  turn  to  - 
him  with  their  whole  heart,  without  which  they  act  a  most- 
ungrateful,  wfeked,  and  dangerous  part :  ungrateful,  because 
they  offend  him  from  whom  they  derive  their  all ;  wicked,  as' 
opposers  of  all  that  is  wise  and  good;  and  dangerous,  as  it; 
exposes  their  souls  to  eternal  death.  Oh  !  if  men  did  but  re-, 
fleet  seriously  upon  this,  they  would  be  constrained  to  forsake « 
their  evil  ways,  and  seek  reconciliation  with  him,  as  their- 
only  helper  and  unchangeable  friend :  but  sin  has  sunk  so. 
deep^  and  spread  so  wide  in  our  nature,  that  it  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  perauade  us  of  these  matters ;  and  thus  our  oppo« 
sition  is  of  long  continuance,  if  not  eternal.  Reflect  for  a 
moment,  ^Ms  he  not 'thy  Father  that  hath  bought  thee  ?, 
Hath  he  not  made  thee,  and  established  thee  7"  Why  then, 
should  you  strive  to  forget  him ;  why  reftise  to  obey  him  i' 
If  we  refuse  to  acknowledge  his  authority,  we  shall  be  vas« 
sals  to  sm  and  Satan  ;  and  what  is  this  slavery  but  that  of 
unnily  passions,  insatiable  and  criminal  desires^  vain  hopes 
and  epipty  appearances,  intermixed  with  sorrow,  vexation, 
and  guilty  fears  ?  Ob,  how  much  better  it  is  to  be  in  subjec- 
tion to  the  Father  of  spirits^  and  live  a  life  of  virtue,>piety, 
and  peace !  Now,  without  true  con versibn,  this  cannot  be 
done ;  therefore,  we  ought  to  renounce  every  evil  way,  that 
we  may  apprvve  ourselves  noto  God  as  his  feithful  servants, 
4Uid  as  his  dntiM  and  «ftctionate  duldren. 

THE  NATURE  OF  GOD. 

OiTR  knowledge  of  God  is  greatly  confined,  since  we  can 
teow  ikoAiflg  of  him  except  from  the  revelations  he  is  pleas- 

2£ 
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•H  t<i  iiia£»  dfVimmSt  to  q«.  The  strongest  and  most  aeote 
rMsonon,  uMmistiM  hy  him,  will  sooo  bo  bewildered  tnd 
teft  8t  oneerlointies;  I^  in  some  instances,  we  should 
•lumble  upon  the  truths  soch  is  our  liabilitjr  to  err,  that  wo 
should  be  afraid  to  rdj  upon  oar  own  discoveries.  It  is, 
therelbre,  best  Ibr  us  to  flj  ^  to  the  kw  and  tite  testimonj,** 
attd  depend  upon  hi?  toaehings,  which  we  shall  find  cor- 
rbboratod  bgr  our  own  reflections,  and  by  the  observations 
i#is  make  on  the  astonishing^  wonders  of  his  hand,  whatever 
nhrf  we  turn. 

Our  Divine  teacher  informs  us  that  *^  God  is  a  Spirit.'* 
What  the  real  essente  of  a  spirit  is  we  know  not,  our  chief 
acquaintance  with  it  arising  raAer  from  its  operations  than* 
theknowledge  of  its  nature.  We  know,  indeed,  that  it  is  widely 
different  from  matter,  possessing  properties  peculiar  to  itself 
^hieh  cannot  betscribed  to  aiqrkind  of  gross  materialsnbstan- 
ees,  however  organised  or  diversified;  and,flrom  its  controIiBg^ 
ihfluenoe  over  Uuttter,  our  owft  bodies,  for  faistance,  we  in* 
Ibr  ite  exeeltence  md  superiorit]r#  By  reasoning  ^us^  at 
litelUgent  creatures,  u|Km  the  fcsHngg  and  actings  of  onr 
dwn  minds,  We  ibrm  an  knpcrfect  idea  of  other  spirits^  and 
Of  the  great  eternal  Spirit  hiiMelf.  I  sar^  an  imp^rfiNst  idea ; 
fteceuse,  united  t» our  minds  arS  to  a  gross  body  of  fleSband 
blood,  and  judging  so  mssh  through  the  ntedium  of  Ae  oen« 
scs,  we  cannot  comprehend  the  things  of  God  as  wo  shnU 
do  when  ^  mortaiity  is  swidlowtd  up  of  KbJ'  This,  how* 
ever,  We  do  know,  that  a»  God  is  a  Spirit^  iafinitaly  glo* 
rious  and  happy  in  hittmelf,  all  his  exeeBelieiea  aad  Alki^ 
lilust  cMire  in,  and  arise  from  his  puro  end  s^tuii  autora^ 
IndepAdeftt  of  sU  ersated  eziatenocs,  or  any  of  Ike  aenion* 
Uliee  or  thek^rsspeetive  natures.  H^  tteoMoy  that  Isadi 
Aspirilual,  holy  liib^  iS  Ihr  wmn  eMeHant i» Ur sigkt^ « 
bearing  a  greater  rr WMManrn  of  himiirtfj  Ihia  hs  who  Knda 
a  life  of  vanity  and  sensuelity,  wMok  is  tke  state  of  eveij 
carnal  man.  On  this  ground  it  is  that  conversioii  ia  aliso* 
liitely  netesia^ ;  ai>  Wi&oet  it^  woartintapdhttiof 
hton  wHh  \dm^  ^mtujiMjliimmm  eitog  twiiikr 


imtiaX  ddight»f»r^{)wed  for  the{iHF£ia ftf«rt    |I?.ti^t  i« af^ 

tar  4be  floali  wiU  fei^ecsnte  hm  rlb&t  is  aftor  t|ie  S]^iij|t. 

And  wlMiiDe  «i«e8  this  opposition  m  4^^  x^fvfpal'li^ftilt, 

•ftgai08t  the  spiriliially-WDded  i    h  4t  W)i  firqfi  ih^/oamiiff 

it  fidds  against  the  God  tlicir  serm?    Npw  qowreosifif,  ^ne 

/MO  destrojrthis  ^msdifi  juid,  €Qi|seguea^)r^ftbe<^9iiit/(^p?r« 

secution ;.  ond  Biust  neoesssrily  taiio  |^b|fi9,  pt.ikofPp  ^fiuuptrsgp* 

ist  j^  ^teniid  oppoutioii  to  God;  pad,  ap  tlj^Rg  V  ^^  can 

beliady  oftber  objoots  wiU  ))e  ohosen.fiod.piiBsii^  ,f#  sut^t^* 

'totes  for  him  ftod  his  ia^onn.    Oh  let  iis jRse  piiove  .thp  piiai^ 

OHMS  oClhel>nite»  let  us  eouAiderthe  hig)i  origin  of  eip'jiP* 

.  bmhtIoI iMralfiy  mnA  oiin  to  have  o«r  oonversatiop  nc^wioiig 

«hflee4rbQie  god  is  their  bel^,  ci»d.wlKe  miflfl^ait%  tl4oflB, 

4Ntt  with  Iktme  firhoiie  €D^veE^9ltioa  is  in  h^aiveHf  fuid.^hiu'hp* 

aenie  one  spirit  with  the  I^rd  I    Tfaef^^e  roasofi^ig  ^o}d8 

.f^ofod  with  fft^gard  tp  his  attcil>utesaDdperfiM;tiopB, '  ^here 

'  ii  not  MMS.of  «tihe&e  hat  .wjbiU  deaiands ^d  requii^s  our  cop- 

-  .versioD.   .He  ptsfffiactl^y  updefst^ads  4be  aacture,  situatiop, 

^essentiiil  .fvcopeitieft,  (eqnneim«9»  Md  tendepcies  of  ewegr 

partide  of  matter  Jn  (he  ww^rie :  wi^.^he  WWl^  iac^Ilfl'• 

:tioaS|  aial  ■eapanities^f  everjr  icesptare;  aod  «espeGial]|j  the 

fN>wers  and  fsci^ties  of  iateUi^ent  beii^gsi  with  jail  the  d^« 

'Omaslniiofis  in  which  thejF^asp^ed,  or^aU  the  olgects  ^j 

•which  ibej  sre  piirrQuaded^    He  ^knows  their  origki,  e^y- 

ilenoei  wdendj  vwhtt  is  ftheir  propi^rfSpfHlrthpt  ;i^ph  cqp- 

tftitiites  their  tnie  hptppiaess.;  and  what  ^^uses,  increases^  or 

perpetuates  their  miseiy.    ^He  sees  iBV>  the  ^^lal  .p^tiure  pf 

^,  its  effects  m  sepsfs^iog  |he  so^il  ^en  himself  with  f|U 

its  dead^j  fruits;  :and,he  knows  how  io  pef^ip  ji^  radicpl 

cure.  *  Aski  since  it  is  his  wiU  l^at  we  shpiild'^  turn  froin 

•daikneas  to  light,  Md  £rpm  iSbe  power  of  Satian  up  to  God^^it 

.  ja  foUj  and  4Hi|dnes8  in  ^B  mot,  to  -oon^lj,  #iiice  we  oannpt 

.  leqpeet  that  his  wisdom  will  be  exerted  in  our  behalf,  wbfle 

jVB  «stio  oppositions  to  it.    On  .the  contrarj,  if  we  ob^  jta 

,  dietetesi  idi  good  will  follow^    Ate  our  sottl^  6dlen  i    |Ie 

JiDaifli  hofr jtoaajse.thefi*  Arewe^nil^*'   ^l^.Kiiows  hovr 


to  remove  the  load,  and  to  calm  tbe  tenon  of  our  upbraid- 

*  ing  consciences.  If  we  complain  of  ditorderljr  passions  and 
'  irregular  desires,  he  understands  how  to  bring  all  into  the 
'  most  beautiftil  order,  and  to  stamp  the  heart  with  permanent 

holiness.    If  we  are  troubled  with  insensibilitj,  he  knows 

how  to  impart  all  the  softness  and  tenderness  we  desire. 

'  lie  knows  all  things,  and  especially  what  will  particularly 

*  conduce  to  our  present  and  everlasting  happiness. 

He  isalso  well  acquainted  with  both  our  firiends  and  ene- 
mies, with  what  help  we  may  derive  from  the  one,  and  what 
'  evil  may  arise  from  the  other.    No  thought  can  arise  in 
'  their  bosoms  that  passes  unnoticed  by  him ;  nor  is  any  in* 
tention  formed,  but  he  perfectly  understands  both  it  and  its 

*  tendency.  While,  without  the  smallest  error,  conftttiim,  or 
laboured  recollection,   he  tracer  back  all  that  is  past-*-* 

'  while,  without  distraction  or  fiit^ue,  he  beholds  the  present; 

so  by  his  prescience  he  comprehends,  without  anviety  or 

'  surprise,  the  future.     In  a  word,  h|s  understanding  b  ini« 

*  nite  ;  and  in  him  are  bidall  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and 
knowledge;  and  hB,ppy  is  that  man,  and  he  alonCj  that  duly 
considers  these  things,  and  turns  to  him. 

His  mercy  requires  our  conversion. — ^The  most  glorious 
display  of  the  Divine  mercy  was  in  the  gift  of  the  Lord  Je- 
sus, who  was  raised  up  for  the  express  purpoae  of  *<  turmng 
away  every  one  of  us  from  his  iniquities  ;"  by  the  gifts  of 
his  Holy  Spint,  to  realize  to  us  all  the  benefits  of  his  passita 
and  death;  and  in  the  publication  of  the  gospel,  which  in- 
structs us  in  whatever  belongs  to  the  kingdom  of  God.  And 
does  the  gospel  call  upon  us  to  repent  of  our  sins,  and  does 
tbe  Spirit  of  the  Lord  reprove  us  for  sin,  and  undertake  to 
guide  us  into  all  truth  ?  Did  the  Saviour  die,  ri9e  from  the 
dead,  and  ascend  to  the  right  hand  of  God,^  to  intereede  for 
us,  and  to  give  repentance  and  remission  of  sins  ?  Andia 
not  conversion  absolutely  necessary  when  Divine  mercy  has 
done  so  much  to  efiect  it  ?  Can  the*  Lord  be  pleaisadi  with 
those  who  refuse  to  turn  to  him,  who  prefer  the  service  of 
sin  to  his  service,  and  the  works  of  darkness  to  the  froita  of 
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righteousness  ?  Surelj  not*  Ought  not  every  one  to  con* 
template  with  pleastire  the  great  compassions  of  his  God, 
and  thankfully  compljr  with. his  gracious  will  ?    Such  abae 

'  have  any<right.to  look  for  his  approbation  or  his  blessing* 
Nodiiog  but  good  descends  from  him  to  those  who  fear  and 
glorify  his  name.  If,  wise  as  he  is,  he  were  not  compassieH- 
ate,  tlien,  indeed,  we  might  look  lor  evil  in  as  many  ways 
and  forms  as  infinite  wisdom,  accompanied  by; Divine  pbw** 
er,  could  invent  or  iniict.  Thss^  however,  is  &r  ftom  be* 
ing  the  case.  If  his  wisdom  appears  in  all  his  works,  his 
tender  mercy  is  weir  them  all ;  and  such  as  take  hold  of  hia 
covenant  shall  prove  it  for  ever.  We  may  then  rest  assured, 
that  if  his  mercy  prevail  not  with  us  to  foraake  sin  aiid  ewk" 
brace  holiness,  it  will  be  highly  provoking  in  his  sight ;  apr 
shall  we  derive  any  benefit  from  his  compassions^  if  we 
continue  in  iropenitency ;  for  while  he  receives  as  with  open 
arms  the  contrite  in  heart,  he  will  in  ^*  no  wise  spare  the 
gnilty" — the  nnhumbled  and  obstinate  ofiender. 

The  (rui^oS  God  calls  for  our  conversion. — If  Moses  was 
pariiadarly  eigoined,  when  he  made  the  tabernacle,  fiiilh- 

-  fully  to  observe  the  pattern  shewn  him  in  the  mount,  tbut 
there  might  be  a  perfect  reseatblanice  betiveeii  them;  so  we 
are  caUed  to  6e  and  to  <fe*aU.  that  God  requites  in  his  holy 
word*  Now  he  requires  as  to  be  followers  of  them  who 
ihmngh  futh  and  patience  inherit  the  pix)mises;  but  we  nei- 

-thfer  resemble  them  in  their  characters'-  nOr  their  works, 

.  without  conversion;  for  they  were  holy,  oiid  th^ir  woii^s 
pleasing  to  Grod,  or  th^y  would  never  have  been  admitted 
into  heaven;  and  if  we  resemble  them  not,  we  shall  perish; 

*  for  he  declares,  '^  the  soul  that  sinoeth  shall  die."     On  the 

•  other  hand,  he  declares,  that  '^  when  a  wicked  man  tumeth 
away  fixmi  his  wickedness,  aiid  doeth  that  which  is  lawfal 

r  and  right,  he  shall  save  his  soul  alive ;"  and  he  whose  lips 
were  never  stained  with  falsehood,  will  confirm  his  wm'd-r^ 

'  the  unconverted  must  be  punished,  and  the  just  rewarded. 
We  may  fully  rely  on  all  that  he  has  spoken.  He  is  not 
liable  to  error  and  mistake,  and  he  abhor9  depeit*    The  de« 
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•iriiitli  ht  siTfli  of  hofimB  aad  nt 
live  4nie;  tlw  dctriflioaB  ef  tbeir  consaqpisnoesy  and  tlie 
■wiimnrin  whidi  be  will  act  toward  those  wko  bold  to  Ifae 
4Vie4Nr<baotber,  ate  true  ak(K  If  we  believe  bin  wevtihj  of 
.eiadit,  eMber  ia  his  aoeeiuit  of  tbe.evil  aad  odann  nalave  of 
•^fa^orlin  bitfracieaa  deelamtieai  coaoeniiai^  either  peni* 
Splits  pt  belieaeia,  wa  anoatdiaooTer  Iha  neceatity  of  ooaver* 
^iiott;  eiaoe  it  weadd  ofipear  that  be  was  inaiiieeve  in  all  bis 
jwuseodiiigi,  if  he  did  not  perfima  his  woid,  in  puniaUag 
ainaeN)  and  rewardiaipbisaainti. 

The  figkleommem  of  God  requires  it.--^A8  the  tmth  ef 
Qad  has  ever  been,  and  ever  will  be  preserved  inviolaieiso 
it1s4lie'oCee  of  his  jostioe  or  rigbtoooBaess  to  seeove  its 
-aecomidiftlHaent  in  4be  iMfilmfait  of  both  tbwtwnings  and 
jfaoaiises.  It  is  adaiittad  that  the  Lord  Jeaa%  bj  his  oae 
^pei^ftet  ablation,  satisfretion)  and  sacriiioe  iqpon  &e  •croasi 
)hallieitOBed  for  thetsinB  of  the  whole  worid;  yst  the  lidi  be- 
aefit  thereof  is  not  to  be  obtained,  unlsas  wa  «eeeive  fioai 
4biefvaund  (rf'oar  heart  that  fonn  of  christian  deolrine  addcb 
><b»gospaldfl1irors  to  m.  Where  this  is  dew,  God  ««is&ilb- 
4bl  end  jwBt  to  forgive  ain,  and  to  cleanse  .fttnnall  nnrigb- 
itooumon;**  but  the  rejection  of  this  wiU  be  foUosped  by 
TMOBt  dreadfal  punishaieBts.  If  none  Oat  die  ignorant  ^f 
4Sod,  and  are  diM>bedient  to  his  gospd,  can  ba^saVed,  atet 
aMltltiidsB  .must,  «t  this  anotaent,  besuferinglhejrep^geante 
^•eternal  Bre!  And  isGodjust  in  taking  Tengaanee^  "Ua- 
•ioabto^hekb  If  so,  «an  they  escape  As  lihe  torsMnts, 
'Whoarewilldngiaaeaaaiewaj?  Would  it  be  just  in  God 
to  f^aiA  *one  that  dies  unconverted  and  apare  saiotbsa? 
VbeJudga^ofall  the  earth  win  do  right.  He  tstto^aespester 
^^»peiaen»;  and,  therefore,  it  iaabs^l^  aerifniaayfornsita 
te'SMiMVtad;  or,ifeverthejnstioeaf<3addooaad>an]ri 
bell,  itarilldoosi  as  tbither,  if  wediearith  the 
uad  anholj  dispositions. 

«is4MilMSf  rafttires  our  eonvarasen.^^^  God  w 
'tfwapastle)  and  in  Urn  is  no  dathnsss  aft  all,^<nHia  ain,  f  no 
'$Mf  m  mfgrniif.   Kar  isitiHisBibleforaniyjtfait^^widUB 


dtainesB** — in  sin  or  any  kiiid,  to  hav^  fbtto^wshlp  wHhrUm. 
He  cafHiolf  take  ples^iire  in  the  unholy,  nor  thejr  in  Mm.  H^ 
dunnot  be  unifed  to  them ;  neither  ban  their  hearts  ohsate  t» 
him.  Their  ways  are  filthy  and  abominable  in  his  sight 
and  his  ways  to  them  are  aTways  grievous.  He  that  delighto 
in  sin,  delights  in  that  which  grieves,  oflfends,  and  dishonour 
his  God ;  in  that  which  strengthens  the  prince  and  kingdom 
of  darkness;  opposes  the  progress  of  piety  and  vhrtue  in  the 
world;  renders  the  merciful  design  of  heaven  towards  man- 
kind more  or  less  abortive,  according  to  his  inltueace  over 
others;  beguiles  his  own  soul  of  happiness";  and,  in  a  word^ 
is  an  enemy  to  God,  to  himself,  and  his  feUovr-creaturas. 
Hence  it  is  that  a  holy  God  must  oppose  himself  to  sudbm. 
character,  for  his  own  gloiy  and  the  creature's  good*  The 
purity  of  the  Divine  nature,  therefore,  requifes  that  the  tfai* 
ner  should  be  changed,  and  become  a  new  creature;  Aat  hm 
should  submit  to  the  holy  will  of  God ;  leave  his'  camd  do*' 
lights ;  act  from  new  principles;  se^k  to  be recobeiled  tohi^ 
much  neglected  and  offended  Mak^r ;  and  yield  himself  up 
to  walk  in  his  fbar,  add  act  conformably  to  the  dfctatit  of 
reason,  truth,  and  godliness;  or  the  impure  and  miholf 
transgressor  will  feel  the  truth  of  that  scripture^  that  Qnd 
h  a  consuming  fire,  and  that  it  is  a  fearftd  thittg  to  All  tsto 
his  sin-avenging  hands. 

THE  DIVINE  GOVERNMENT, 

M  God  is  the  nwlrtr  and  upholder  of  all  fhkigs,  so  h  ho  Afli 
goremor  and  disposer  of  all^  and  espeeially  of  all  hia  ratioaal 
and  inlfdKgeiit  ereatoves.  He  knows,  as  before  obaervedi 
ih*nr  Batmres,  ike  utmost  eatent  of  their  capacities,  and  ac# 
quaiiitshiilMelfwith  all  thefar  affairs.  He  governs  then  by  jiia( 
and  equitable  kws,  and  has  a  right  to  eiqieet  thenrserviee^ 
aiBc^tibeyreeeiv^  idl  tiwir  good  at  Us  hand,  and  ware  UMdabjr 
yiiiyalidforlunialoiie.  He  does  not  indeed  rigoroMslfexM^ 
^riB  In  ewpreaentstate  of  wedmess  nd  vanity  fiiir  baia  fUH 
af  BeMpawinn^or  wa  should  all  perish  widioat  hdpe;  bnt^  har» 
Im  tetfiMt^twairtMaf  fta  W|  ha  ii  imfhr  dindeaaai  whM 
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we  iibg^l^ct  or  despise  it.  If  these  things  are  admitted,  then 
w%  see  the  necessity  of  conversion ;  for  no  man  without  it 
wtU  quietly  submit  to  the  Divine  authority.  ^^  Because  the 
canal  mind  is  enmity  against  God ;  for  i^  is  not  subject  to 
the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be.**  This  enmity  must 
then  be  removed,  and  this  subjection  take  place,  or  we  can 
never  become  part  of  his  "  holy  lialion,  royal  priesthood, 
peculiar  people,"  or  acknowledge  him  as  King  of  king«, 
aud  liOrd  of  lords;  and  what  can  effect  this  but  conversion^ 
On  the  subject  of  the  Divine  government  two  things  are 
obvious — ^his  right  to  govern,  and  our  duty  to  submit. 

Hh  right  to  govern. — ^As  all  created  bciugs  are,  in  the  na- 
ture of  things,  infinitely  beneath  him  in  power,  goodness, 
and  excellency ;  it  would  be  the  height  of  folly,  pride,  and 
presumption  in  any  one  to  attempt  to  set  aside  his  authority, 
to  question  his  right,  to  deny  his  sovereignty,  or  to  attempt 
to  snatch  the  reins  of  government  from  his  bands.    The 
thought  is  shocking.    He  is  befinre  aU,  and  wiser,  greater, 
and  better  than  all.    He  watches  over  all,  without  sleep  or 
dreariness;  presides  over  the  universe,  without  fiitigue;  sup- 
plies all  wants,  without  being  impoverished ;  carries  on  all 
his  vast  designs,  without  toil  and  labour ;  requires  no  assist* 
ance ;  needs  no  counsellor ;  never  deserves  reproof,  for  he 
never  errs;  is  not  tempted  with  evil;  is  never  alarmed  by 
fear,  or  surprised  by  novelty ;  and  no  enemy  can  approach  to 
hurt  him.    In  short,  he  is  God  alone ;  all  his  works  are 
trilth';  his  ways  judgment;  he  liveth  forever-  his  domS- 
nioQ  is  an  everlasting  dominion  ;  and  bis  kingdom  is  from 
generation  to  generation.    Every  creature  in  heaven  and 
earth  should  worship,  loVe, and  obey  him;  and  say  with' the 
holy  apostle,  ^  Of  him,  and  through  him,  and  io  him  are  all 
things  ;  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever.    Amen.'* 

How  reasonable  does  all  this  appear  to  a  pious  and  s^ 
fleeting  mtnd  i  And  how  base,  unbecoming,  and  doviliai 
arc  the  principles  and  practices  of  those  who  impudBnily 
and  maUciousty  oppose  his  authority  and  government,  wr 
^Boy  Us  being !   Oh»  what  thanks  Iki-oituBio  th0  GM  of  lov^ 
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for  seikKsir  ^  out  oTSioa  tbe  Deliverer^  to  tam  away  migod* 
linesft  from  Jacob— that  he  nigbt  have  mercy  upoa  all/'  Ab, 
tbarefiMre,  the  pjroud>  disloyal,  hardened  heart  of  man  will 
ooQtkme  to  despise  the  authority,  and  trample  on  the  righ-» 
leoiKB  lava  of  hia  Grod,  c<mverspon  is  t)ie  only  remedy :  this 
will  open  his  eyes>  fill  him  with  shame  at  his  fdly  and  in* 
gratitude  ;  humble^  and  bring  him  to  the  throne  of  grace. 
Thwe  be  will  acknowledge  his  sin,  thankfully  accept  of  mer* 
<gr,  and  begin  to  serve  his  much-offended  God,  in  newnesa 
^  life.  Thus,  firom  this  short  sketch,  we  see  bow  utterly 
impossible  it  is  for  the  most  exalted  creature  to  rule  over 
the  universe,  and  fill  the  place  of  the  Deity ;  and,  conse^ 
quently,  if  it  be  governed  at  tall,  it  belongs  exclusively  to 
lum  ;  Md  to  ^^  him  every  knee  should  bow^  and  eveiy  tongue 
eonfitos,"  with  joy  and  gratitude,  ^'  that  the  Lord  God  om* 
mpotent  reigneth ;"  which  conversion  wiU  enaUe  all  to  da 
with  aU  their  hearts. '  Those  that  will  not  submit,  must  take 
the  awful  consequences  of  their  rebellion ;  fi)r  the  purpose 
of  the  insuUed  Migesty  of  heaven  is,  to  ^^  break  them  witb 
a  rod  of  iron ;''  and^  to.  <<  dash  thedps  in  pieces,  like  a  pot- 
ter's vessd.!' 

Owr  dMjf  it  to  s§AmUiokia  an^Aorily.— -As  much  good  must 
be  expeettti  to  arise  firom  the  Divine  government  to  all  that 
submit  to  it,  it  is  not  only  reasonable,  but  highly  expedient, 
that  we  pay  strict  attention  to  his  blessed  will  in  this  mat- 
ter;  and  this  is  strengthened  by  tbe  consideration,. that  all 
must  perish  that  disobey,  his  holy  commands.  It  is,  there* 
fiwe,  Q«r  duty,  as  it  is  our  interest,  to  do  all  his  righteous^ 
will.  The  reasonableness  of  this  appears  firom  two  things: 
ha  haa  clearly  revealed  to  us  in  his  holy  word  what  he  re- 
quires^ ^^  He  hath  shewn  thee,  O  ma%  what  is  good  ;  and 
what  doth  the  Lovd  require  of  thee,  but  to  do  justly,  to  love 
oersy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  tli^  God  ?"  Which  decla* 
ifiliea IS  eolttrged.upon  in  many  places:  and  what  he  ex-, 
peete  na  to  be  and  do,  he  has  graetously  provided  us  the 
means  wherdby  it  may.be  perfinrmed*  ^^  Tbe  Lord  God  i&  ^ 
ftauaaadaohMcl}  the  Lord  will  give  grace  and  glory :  no; 
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good  thing  will  he  withhold  from  them  that  walk  uprightly." 
lie  is  a  sun  to  give  us  lights  and  a  shield  to  defend  us;  he 
will  give  grace  to  help  and  strengthen  us,  and  glory,  as  a 
reward,  and  no  good  tUng  will  he  withhold.  '  As  he  has  not 
spared  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  with 
him  he  gives  us  all  things — ^his  Spirit,  his  word,  his  ministersy 
his  ordinances,  and  all  civil  and  temporal  blessing^;  with 
all  talents,  privileges,  opportunities,  and  helps  necessary  in 
order  to  our  glorifying  him,  according  td  his  good  pleasure.* 
And  shall  we  be  the  slaves  of  sin  and  Satan  ?  Shall  we  be 
enslaved  by  vile  lusts,  and  be  under  the  power  of  unruly 
passions  and  intemperate  desires  i  Shall  we  follow  a  mul- 
titude to  do  evil,  and  neglect  the  great  and  important  work 
for  which  we  came  into  the  world  ?  Shall  we  have  reason, 
memoiy,  and  will  bestowed  upon  us — be  rendered  capable  of 
conversing  with  God,  and  placed  at  the  head  of  his  worim 
below,  and  not  serve  and  glorify  him  ?  Shall  we  be  crowned 
with  so  many  favours — shall  so  much  be  done  for  us,  and  so 
much  said  to  us,  and  all  prove  vain  and  fruitless  i  Surely 
this  ought  not  to  be  the  case  with  any  of  us.  It-is  our  duty 
in  all  Aings  to  submit  to  our  merciful  God,  and  always  do 
that  which  is  pleasing  in  his  sight;  and  as  true  ctaiversion 
will  produce  all  this,  it  is  necessary  for  all  to  be'Conveited. 
The  same  truth  also  appears  from 

THE  DIVINE  PROMISES. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  when  subjects  have  rebdled 
against  their  lawful  prince,  instead  of  punishing  his  enemies, 
moved  with  compassion,  he  offers  them  mercy,  and  on  their 
submission,  restores  them  to  their  forfeited  privileges :  so  it 
is  with  God ;  he  offers  pardon  and  reconciliation  to  maiddndy . 
and  declares  his  willingness  to  buiy  in  oblivion  all  jtheir 
former  sins  and  ingratitude.    These  promises  ace  liumenMi%. 
and  they  clearly  shew  how  desirous  he  is  that  we  should  be . 
truly  converted  to  himself.    As  all  the  holy  'ptophels,  ^mad 
those  who  have  spoken  in  his  name,  are  considered  a&  hia 
inouth,  (Luke  i.  70.)  I  would  have  eveiy  one  ^^  thai  halk. 
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an  ear  to  beftr''  hearken  to  the  voice  of  their  compassionate 
God,  and  take  encouragement  to  turn  to  him.    If  wo  believe 
his  graeiotts  declarations,  they  cannot  fail  to  have  a  blessed 
influence  on  our  minds.    Thus  he  speaks,  ^'  If  je  will  obey 
my  voice  inde^,  and  keep  my  covenant,  then  ye  shall  be  ^ 
peculiar  treasure  unto  me  above  all  people — ^^I  will  walk 
among  you,  and  will  be  your  Grod,  and  ye  shall  be  my 
people. — If  ye  confess  your  iniquify,  and  the  iniquity  of  your 
fiithers,  and  that  ye  have  walked  contrary  unto  me,  I  will 
not  cast  you  away,-  neither  will  I  abhor  you,  to  destroy  you 
utterly;  for  I  am  the  Lord  your  Grod,  keeping  mercy  for 
thousands,  forgiving  iniquity,  transgression,  and  sin. — I  kill 
and  I  make  alive,  I  wound  and  I  heal. — ^Now,  therefore,  fear 
me,  and  serve  roe  in  sincerity  and  in  truth — and  set  your 
heart  and  soul  to  seek  me.-r-If  thou  prepare  thy  heart  and 
stretch  out  thy  hands  toward  me,  thou  shalt  forget  thy  mise* 
ry,  and  thou  shalt  be  secure,  for  there  is  hope,  and  thou  shalt 
lie  down,  and  none  shall  make  thee  afraid. — ^I  know  the  num* 
her  of  thy  iniquities  which  make  thee  afraid,  and  thou  bold- 
est me  for  thine  enemy,  and  thinkest  that  I  willingly  break 
a  leaf  driven  to  Und  fit>,  and  pursue  the  dry  stubble;  that  I 
write  bitter  things  against  thee,  and  make  thee  to  possess 
the  iniquities  of  thy  youth;  but  I  am  thy  defence,  and  thou 
shalt  have  thy  delight  in  the  Almighty.— Thou  shalt  make 
thy  prayer  unto  me,  and  I  will  hear  thee — and  the  light  shall 
shine  upon  thy  ways. — ^I  look  upon  men,  and  if  any  say  they 
have  sinned  and  perverted  that  which  was  right,  and  it 
profiteth  thrai  not,  I  will  deliver  their  souls  from  going  down 
to  the  pit,  and  their  lives  shall  see  the  light ;  for  1  have  found 
a  Raksom,  and  I  have  provided  a  Lamb  for  a  Burnt-of* 
VERiKO. — Behold  I  am  liiighty  and  despise  not  any. — ^1  will 
bring  the  blind  by  a  way  they  know  not ;  I  will  lead  them 
in  paths  which  they  have  not  known ;  I  will  make  darkness 
light  before  them,  and  crooked  things  straight :  these  things 
will  I  do  unto  them,  and  not  forsake  them.-^Let  the  wicked 
forsake  his  way,  and  the  uprighteous  man  his  thoughts ;  let 
him  retuni  unto  me^  and  I  will  have,  mercy  upon  him,  I  will 
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mbuBihuidj  fwrim  him.— 1  create  llie  ihiit  of  tiie  lips,  pemoBf 
peace  to  Um  that  b  fiu*  off  and  to  him  that  is  near ."    1  havo 
pat  these  scriptores  in  this  form  to  render  them,  if  pessiUef 
more  striking;  and  thej  shew  in  the  dearest  manner  thia 
tntth,  that  the  Lord  has  no  pleasore  in  the  death  of  a  sin* 
ner ;  and  they  all  implj  tiie  necessity  of  conversion,  since  the 
promises  here  held  ibrth  cannot  be  ftdfiUed  without  it.    To 
these  I  shsJl  subjoin  a  few  more  to  the  same  purpose: 
*  Wash  yon,  make  yon  clean,  pat  away  the  evil  of  your  do- 
ings itom  befbre  mine  eyes ;  cease  to  do  evO,  lesam  to  do 
wdl. — Come  now  and  let  us  reason  together,  though  your 
sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow;  Aough 
Aey  be  red  hkd  crimson,  they  shall  be  as  wooL— Ho, 
eveiy  one  that  diirsteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and  be 
that  hath  no  money:  come  ye,  buy  and  eat;  yea,  ceme 
buy  wine  and  milk  without  money  and  witfiotft  price. 
Wherefore  do  ye  Bpend  money  for  Aat  which  is  not  bread, 
and  your  labour  for  that  which  satisfieth  not }    Hearken  di* 
ligently  unto  me,  and  eat  ye  that  which  is  good,  and  let  your 
soul  delight  itself  in  fotness.    Incline  your  ear,  and  comer 
unto  me ;  hear,  and  your  soul  shall  live.**-Wash  thine  heart 
from  wickedness,  that  thou  mayest  be  saved  t  how  long  shaH 
vain  thouglits  lodge  within  thee  i — Stand  ye  in  the  waya 
and  see,  and  ask  for  the  old  paths,  where  is  the  g«Nid  way, 
and  walk  tiierein,  and  ye  shall  find  rest  unto  your  soub. 
Obey  my  voice,  and  1  will  be  your  God,  and  ye  shall  be  my 
people,  and  walk  ye  in  all  the  ways  that  I  have  commanded 
you,  that  it  may  be  well  with  you.— Ye  shall  seA  me,  and 
ind  me,  when  ye  search  for  me  witfi  all  your  hesrt. — ^If  the 
wicked  will  turn  from  aU  his  sins  that  he  hath  conimttted, 
and  keep  all  my  statutes,  and  do  that  which  is  hnrfol  and 
rif^t,  he  shall  surdy  live. — ^Arise  ye  and  depart,  ftt  tMs  is 
not  your  rest;  because  it  is  pdluted,  it  shall  destroy  yon, 
even  with  sore  destruction.—- Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  la* 
hour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  yon  rest — I  mm 
the  bread  of  lifo;  he  that  eomedb  unto  me  shall  nei^r  Inhh 
ger ;  and  he  tiMd  hdlneth  an  me  shell  Befor  lkmft.*'^4le1iMrt 


cfMMCli  tmtD  tte,  I  will  in  no  wise  cadi  ettt.-^If  mf  iMs 
tliiniC,  kt  Um  eome  unlo  me  and  driftk.«^e  thai  believeth 
on  me^  o«l  of  liis  lielly  sbali  flow  rivers  of  liTing  wvler^^ 
an  Um  light  of  the  world;  he  l3iat  ibllowelh  ne^  tlmll  not 
abide  in  darkness,  bat  shall  have  the  light  of  life.-^  wifl 
ponr  oat  my  Spkit  upon  ail  flesh$  aid  MliosoeTer  i^Mdl  call 
upon  my  name,  shall  be  saved— Repent,  and  be  eoaterted^ 
that  your  sins  may  be  blotted  out,  when  the  times  of  vefresh- 
ing  shall  come  from  my  presence.-^I  am  exalted  a  Prinee  and 
a  Saviour^  to  give  repentance  and  finrgiveness  of  sins.— To 
me  give  all  the  proph^  witness,  that  whosoever  bdievetii 
in  me  shall  receive  remission  of  nns.^ 

Such  is  the  language  of  heaven  to  gviky  men,  and  suA 
tiie  invitations  of  eternal;  love  to  us,  wrstdied  wandareri 
from  rest  and  happiness*  Maiiy  more  promises^  and  what 
are  equal  to  promises,  might  have  been  added;  bnt  1  hope 
these  ate  suflcimt  to  shew  what  the  pmrpose  ef  Oodtowaida 
ns  in  this  req>eet  is,  and  what  nmst  Mlow  ^  obstinaqr 
which  says,  ^We  will  not  walk  in  his  ways,  we  wQl  not  hear* 
ken  to  the  watchmen  thon  hast  set  over  us."  AH  that  is 
within  us  cries  out  finr  hdp;  and  all  aronnd  ns  says,  ^  It  ia 
not  in  me/*  Evety  object  seems  to  say^  Look  to  him  who 
^  giveth  songs  in  the  night;*'  place  yoor  conidence  in  him  in' 
whom  all  fldness  dwells ;  for  tbere  and  there  alone,  your  wants 
will  meet  with  a  supply  as  ample  as  his  proanses  araftae. 

THE  DIVINE  THREATJ^NINGS. 

Hnan  we  shall  see  more  fiiily  the  necessity  of  convenion;  fhr 
who  luiowBth  dm  power  of  his  anger?  iUas,  it  wiU  idl  witk 
intoleffable  waiglk  apon  the  ungodly,  and  ovanAelm  thsas 
in  resiediless  destmctioa.  As  I  have  represented  the  Lord  siS 
speaking  in  Us  own  person  the  promises  for  our  encouraga* 
meat,  so  I  think  it  will  not  be  improper  to  bring  forth  thn 
flnwtenings  in  the  same  way :  for  though  thsy  were  spohaft 
by  bna  to  divers  peisoas  on  diflfereat  occasions,  yaC  Ussy 
ttre  his  words,  recorded  for  our  wanning  and  inatMclion^' 
ssid  tknswiag  theai  togatbsr  tmj  hava  gteater  aflmt  wip9» 


899  WB  VAT0&B  ovcoif  VBMioir*  [Porf  9. 

those  who,  perhaps,  would  never  be  at  the  trouble  of  eevch- 
ing  them  out;  and  if  only  one  soul  should  be  stirred  up  here* 
by  to  seek  after  God,  it  will  be,  solemn  as  it  is,  a  Uessed  se* 
lection  to  that  individual.  If  it  should  be  objected,  how  ai« 
such  threatenings  consistent  with  the  many  declarations  made 
concerning  the  mercy  and  companion  of  God  toward  the 
human  race,  it  may  be  answered,  perfectly  so ;  because  the 
threatenings  are  as  much  the  effects  of  his  love  to  prevent 
evil,  as  his  promises  are  to  promote  good:  and  though  it 
certainly  is  a  fearful  thii^  to  fidl  into  the  hands  of  the  Uviiig 
God,  who  is  a  conspming  fire,  there  is  no  necessity  for  our 
doing  it;  only  let  us  obey  his  voice^  and  all  happiness  awaits 
IIS.  He  is,  not  willing  that  ^we  should  perish ;  yet  he  does  not 
compel  us  to  be  saved,  whether  we  will  or  net.  He  deala 
with  us  as  reasonable  and  account^Uile  creatures,  as  those 
whose  actions  shall  be  rewarded  or  punished,  according  ta. 
their  natui^e,  as  the  apostle  expresaes  it.  ^^  He  that  soweth  U> 
the  flesh,  shall  of  the  flesh  res^)  corruptiiHi;  but  be  that  sow* 
eth  to  the  Spirit,  shall  of  the  Spirit  reap  life  eveiiastiog;"  for 
*<  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  will  do  right:"  he  will  neither 
punish  the  innocent,  nor  spare  the  guilty. 
«  <^  O  earth,  earth,  earth,  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord.  Thus 
saith  the  high  and  lofty  One  that  inhaUteth  eternity,  whose- 
name  is  Holy,  to  whom  belongs  the  kingdom,  the  pow w,  and 
the  glory  for  ever;  I  have  nourished  and  brought  up  chil- 
dren, and  they  have  rebelled  against  me:  the  ox  knoweth 
his  owner,  and  the  ass  his  master's  crib:  but  Israel  doth  not 
know;  my  people  do  not  consider.  Ah,  sinful  nation,  a 
people  laden  with  iniquity,  a  seed  -of  evil  doers;  children 
that  are  corrupters,  ye  have  forsaken  the  Lomo,  ye  have 
provoked  the  IIoly  One  of  Israel,. ye  are  gone  away  backp 
ward  I  The  shew  of  your  countenances  doth  witness  against 
you;  ye  declare  your  sin  as  Sodom,  and  hide  it  not.  Woe 
iinto  your  souls:  for  ye  have  rewarded  evil  unto  yourselves. 
Woe  unto  the  wicked ;  the  loftiness  of  man  shall  be  bowed 
down,  and  the  haughtiness  of  man  shall  be  made  low;  for  a- 
iire  is  kindled  in  qiine  anger,  and  shall  bum  unto  the  lowest 
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liell,  Mid  sliall  conenme  the  eartli  with  her  increage,  anil  8e€ 
611  fire  the  fonndatioiitf  of  the  mountains.  I  will  heap  mis*' 
ehie6  upon  you,  I  will  spend  my  arrows  upon  you.  Ye 
tfhall  be  burnt  with  hunger,  and  devoured  with  burning* 
heat  and  bitter  destruction.  To  me  belongeth  vengeance 
and  recompence.  Your  foot  shall  slide  in  due  itime ;  the 
day  of  your  calamity  is  at  hand,  and  the  things  that  shall 
come  upon  you  miake  haste.  8ee  now  that  I,  even  I  am  he, 
and  there  is  no  god  with  me.  I  kill  and  I  make  alive;  I 
wound  and  I  heal ;  neither  is  there  any  that  can  deliver  out 
of  my  hand;  for  I  lift  up  my  hand  to  heaven,  and  say  I  live 
for  ever.  If  I  whet  my  glittering  sword,  and  my  hand  take 
hold  on  judgment,  I  will  render  vengeance  to  mine  enemies 
and  will  reward  them  that  hate  me.  They  that  despise  me 
shall  be  lightly  esteemed.  Yea,  the  lig^ht  of  the  wicked  shall 
be  put  out,  and  the  spark  of  his  fire  shall  not  shine.  The 
light  shall  be  dark  in  his  tabernacle,  and  his  candle  shall  be 
put  out  with  him ;  his  own  counsel  shall  cast  him  down ;  his 
confidence  shall  be  rooted  out — and  it  shall  bring  him  to  the 
king  of  terrors.  I  will  distribute  sorrows  in  mine  anger. 
Ye  shall  be  as  the  stubble  before  the  wind;  and  as  chaff 
'  which  the  storm  carrieth  away.  Your  triumphing  shall  be 
short,  and  your  joy  is  but  for  a  moment.  Though  your  ex-' 
oelleney  mount  up  to  the  heavens,  and  your  heads  reach  un- 
to tlie  clouds,  yet  ye  shall  peririi  for  ever.  Though  wicked- 
ness be  sweet  in  your  mouths,  and  ye  hide  it  under  your 
tongue,  though  ye  spare  it,  and  forsake  it  not;  but  keep  it 
atill  within  your  mouths,  yet  it  is  the  gall  of  asps  within 
you.  '  The  heavens  shall  reveal  your  iniquity,  and  the  earth 
shall  rise  up  against  you.  Beware  lest  I  take  yon  away 
with  my  stroke,  and  then  a  great  ransom  cannot  deliver  you. 
The  ungodly  shall  not  stand  in  the  judgment,  I  wiU  break  ' 
them  'Vfiik  a  rod  of  iron,  I  will  dash  them  in  pieces  like  a 
potter's  vessel.  The  wicked  shall  be  turned  into  hell,  and 
all  the  nations  that  forget  God.  I  will  make  you  a  fiery 
oven  in  my  anger,  I  will  swallow  you  up  in  my  wrath,  and 
tile  fira  shall  devour  you.    Many  shall  be  your  sorrows,  for 
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Wkj  Am  ii^agttinBt  them  tbai  do  evU.  The  visocken  of  ini^ 
quity  diaU  be  sooix  cut  down  like  Urn  gram,  and  wither  m 
the  preen  herb;  I  will  laugh  at' theiQs  for  X  see  their  day  ia 
eomiog;  I  will  l^rijDg  them  down  iato  the  pit  of  doBtnie* 

^  How  longs  tben>  ye  aimide  ones  will  ye  love  aimpUcity^ 
and  scomere  delight  in  their  socHmiag,  and  fooU  hate  know*^ 
l^dge  I  Turn  yoa  at  my  reproof;  behold  I  will  pour  out  my 
9pirit  unto  yoa,  1  wiU  make  known  my  words  unto  you* 
But  ye  have  s^t  at  nought  all  my  counsel,  and  ivould  none 
of  my  reproof:  I  also  will  laugh  at  your  calamity;  I  will 
moek  when  your  fear  conleth ;  when  your  fear  cometh  w  de* 
ec^ati<m»  and  your  destruction  cometh  as  a  whirlwind^  when 
distress  and  anguish  cometh  upon  you.  Ye  shall  eat  of  the 
fruit  of  your  own  ways  and  be  filled  with  your  own  devices* 
Because  the  sentence  I  have  pronounced  against  an  evit 
work  is  not  executed  speedily^  tiierefore  your  hearts  are 
fiilly  set  in  you  to  do  evil;  but  know,  that  I  will 
bring  every  woric  into  judgment,  with  every  secret  thing,, 
whether  it  be  good  or  whether  it  be  evil«  I  will  ease  me  of 
my  adversaries,  and  avenge  me  of  my  enemies,  and  they 
that  forsake  me  shall  be  consumed.  All  hands  shall  fiiint,  and 
every  man's  heart  shall  melt<  they  shall  be  afraid:  paoga 
and  sorrows  shall  take  hdd  of  them ;  they  shall  be  in  painaa 
a  woman  that  travailetb  t  they  shall  be  aamaed  at  one  ano* 
ther;  their  iaces  shall  be  as  flames;  for  the  stare  of  heaven 
and  the  constellations  thereof  shall  not  give  their  light,  the 
sun  diall  be  daitened  in  hia  going  forth,  and  the  moon  shall 
not  cause  her  light  to  ahine :  And  1  will  punish  tha  world 
for  their  evil,  and  the  wicked  for  .their  ioiqiiiiy>  and  I  will 
cause  the  arrogancy  of  the  proud  to  oease)  and  will  lay  }Qm 
the  haughtiness  of  the  terriMew  Woe  to  the  Jiri^eltiow  chil- 
dren that  take  counsel,  but  not  of  nvi;  and  thafe  cover  wMh. 
a  covering  but  not  of  my  Sfkkf  that  they  may  add  tm  tosia* 
I  will  choose  your  delusions,  and  bris^  your  fears  apoii. 
you,  because  ye  do  evil,  and  choose'that  in  which  1  deligbt. 

w%.   I  the  Jjqcd  have  rtyefited  yoor  ccmfideace^  and  yft 
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shall  not  prosper  in  them  i  niy  anger  shall  not  return  until 
T  have  performed  the  tbouglits  of  my  heart ;  in  the  latter 
days  ye  shall  consider  it  perfectly. — ^I  will  deal  in  fury :  mine 
eye  shall  not  spare,  neither  will  I  have  pity,  and  though  ye 
cry  in  mine  ears  with  a  loud  voice,  yet  will  I  not  hear  you^ 
-—The  wicked  shall  be  driven  away  in  his  wickedness, — ^I 
am  slow  to  anger  and  great  in  power,  and  I  will  not  at  al^ 
acquit  the  wicked. — ^The  day  cometh  that  shall  bum  as  aif 
oven,  and  all  the  proud,  and  all  that  do  wickedly,  shall  b^ 
stubble;  and  the  day  that  cometh  shall  bum  them  up,  that  it 
^shall  leave  them  neither  root  nor  branch. — ^1  will  lay  the  ax^ 
to  the  root  of  the  trees,  and  every  tree  that  beareth  not  good 
fruit,  shall  be  hewn  down,  and  cast  into  the  fire. — I  will 
purge  my  floor — and  burn  up  the  chaflT  with  unquenchable 
fire. — ^I  will  send  forth  my  angels,  and  they  shall  gather  out 
of  my  kingdom  all  things  that  offend,  and  them  which  dp 
iniquity,  and  they  shall  cast  tbem  into  a  furnace  of  fire,  tkcrf 
shflJl  be  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth;  for,  unless  ye  be  con- 
verted, ye  shall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven. — Vfo^ 
unto  you  that  outwardly  appear  righteous  unto  men,  but 
within  are  full  of  hypocrisy  and  iniquity;  ye  serpents,  ye 
generation  of  vipers,  how  can  ye  escape  the  damnation  of 
bell  ?  He  that  believeth  not  the  gospel  shall  be  damned — 
Whosoever  will  save  his  life  shsUl  lose  it. — ^Ye  thai  have 
seen  my  mighty  works  and  have  not  repented,  though  ye 
are  exalted  unto  heaven,  ye  shall  be  thrust  down  to  hell;  for 
ej:cept  ye  repent,  ye  shall  all  perish. — ^The  hour  is  coming 
when  all  that  are  in  their  i^raves  shall  come  forth;  they  that 
have  done  good,  to  the  resurrection  of  life ;  and  they  that 
have  done  evil,  to  the  resurrection  of  damnation. — ^Your 
hearts  are  waxed  gross,  and  your  ears  are  dull  of  hearing, 
and  your  eyes  have  ye  closed;  lest  ye  should  see  with  yonr 
eyes,  and  hear  with  your  eara^  and  understand  with  your 
heart,  and  should  be  converted,  and  I  should  heal  you. — My 
jadgmmt  is  according  to  truth  against  such  as  commit  such 
things,  and  ye  shall  not  escape. — ^Ye  despise  die  riches  of 
ny  goodness,  forbearance,  and  long-suffering,  not  knowing 
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that  mj  goodness  leadeth  you  to  repentance.  After  the 
hardness  and  impenitencj  of  your  hearts,  treasure  ye  unto 
yourselves  wrath  against  the  day  of  wrath,  and  the  revela* 
lion  of  my  righteous  judgments. — 1  will  render  unto  every 
man  according  to  his  deeds ;  to  them  who  patiently  con« 
tinue  in  well  doing — eternal  life :  but  unto  them  that  are 
eontentious,  and  do  not  obey  the  truth,  but  obey  iinrighte-' 
ousness,  indignation  and  wrath,  tribulation  and -anguish,  up* 
on  every  soul  of  man  that  doeth  evil." 

Such  is  the  language  of  Holy  Scripture  to  those  that  per* 
sist  ill  their  impenitency;  and  it  evidently  expresses  his  de- 
termination to  punish  every  unhumbled,  guilty  offender: 
and  if  we  consider  the  inestimable  value  of  that  unspeakable 
gift,  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  the  base  ingratitude  discovered  in 
rejecting  him,  what  else  can  be  expected  ?  What  words  can 
tever  set  forth  the  tremendous  vengeance  that  is  due  to  the 
'despisers  of  that  precious  and  almighty  Saviour  ?  It  is  on 
account  of  his  incomparable  excellency,  that  the  goodness  of 
God  towards  us  is  so  eminently  displayed  in  acts  of  the  rich- 
est grace  and  mercy,  when  we  cordially  receive  him;  and  that 
such  5rrrrt/y  follows  the  wickedness, obstinacy,  and  perverse- 
noss  of  sinful  men.  This  present  state,  notwithstanding 
its  numerous  aiBictions,  is  not  properly,  a  state  of  punish- 
ment; even  those  judgments  which  shew  themselves  here  do 
not  always  cut  men  oiT  from  hope,  since  while  life  i^emains 
there  may  be  repentance:  but  we  must  look  beyond  Hie 
grave  for  their  accomplishment,  and  there  they  are  as  hor- 
rible as  they  ar^  lasting.  As  this  is  a  subject  of  such  vast 
importance,  I  shall  produce  other  declarations  of  the  same 
import,  and  which  loudly  call  upon  the  ungodly  to  turn  from 
their  evil  ways. 

^<  The  Lord  Jesus  shall  be  revealed  from  heaven,  with  his 
mighty  angels,  in  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  on  them 
that  know  not  God,  and  that  obey  not  the  gospel  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ;  who  shall  be  punished  with  everlasting  de« 
struction  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  and  from  the  gloiy 
of  his  power.*' 
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*<  The  mystery  of  iniquity  doth  already  work. — ^That 
wicked  (one)  shall  be  revealed,  whose  coining  is  after  tho 
working  of  Satan,  with  all  power,  signs,  and  lying  wonders^ 
and  with  all  deceivablencss  of'  unrighteousness  in  them  that 
perish ;  because  they  received  not  the  love  of  the  truth,  that 
they  might  be  saved,  for  this  cause  God  shall  send  them  a 
strong  delusion,  that  they  should  believe  a  lie,  that  they  all 
might  be  damned  who  belieVed  not  the  truth,  but  had  plea* 
sure  in  unrighteousness/' 

''  That  which  beareth  thorns  and  briers  is  rejected,  and  is 
nigh  unto  cursing,  whose  end  is  to  be  burned*" 

And  concerning  apostates  it  is  said,  ^Uf  we  sin  wilfully  a& 
ter  that  we  have  rcctived  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  there 
remainetii  no  ra<nre  sacrifice  for  sins;  but  a  fearful  looking 
for  of  judgment,  and  fiery  indignation,  whidi  shall  devour 
the  adversaries.  He  that  despised  Moses's  law  died  with- 
out  mercy,  under  two  or  three  witnesses;  of  how  much  sorer 
punishment,  suppose  ye,  shall  he  be  thought  wortl^y_who 
hath  trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of  Grod,  and  hath  counted 
the  blood  of  the  covenant,  wherewith  he  was  sanctified^  an 
unholy  thing,  and  hath  done  despite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace.'* 

<<  There  were  also  fidse  prophets  among  the  people,  even 
as  there  shall  be  fiilse  teachers  among  you,  who  privily  shall 
Iring  in  damnable  heresies,  even  denying  the  Lord  that 
bought  them,  and  bring  upon  themselves  swift  destruc* 
tion." 

.  '*  The  Lord  knoweth  how  to  reserve  the  unjust  to  the  day 
of  judgment  to  be  punt8hed.-*-These  speak  evil  of  the  things 
they  know  not,  and  shall  utterly  perish  in  their  own  corrufr- 
tion. — These  are  wells  without  water ;  clouds  that  are  car- 
Tied  with  a  tempest,  to  whom  is  ffeserved  the  mist  of  dark- 
ness forever." 

<^  There  shall  come  in  the  last  days  scoffers,  walking  after 
their  own  lusts,  and  sayiiig,  Where  is  the  promise  of.  his 
coming  ?  But  tiie  heavHis  and^the  earth  which  are  now-r 
are  kept  in  store,  reserved  unto  fi:re  against  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, and  perdition  of  ungodly  men." 
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4«BelioU[  the  Lord  CDiiietli  wttk  ten  tkooaaod  of  hit  tftints 
to  eMeote  judgmeDt  upon  all^  and  to  convince  all  that  are 
nngodly  among  thom  of  all  their  ungodly  deeds  Which  thej 
haf^e  ungodly  eomaiittod,  and  of  all  their  hainl  qpeechee 
which  ungodly  sinnMi»  have  qniken  againet  hiai.^ 

c^Behold  he  eoneth  with  douds^  and  every  eye  shall  see 
him,,  nnd  they  also  whieh  piareed  him^  and  all  kindreds  of 
the  eatrdi  shidl  wail  becanse'of  hini.    Even  so.    Amen.^ 

<<  Whosoever  was  not  found  written  in  the  book  of  life^ 
was  ^Mt  into  the  Inke  of  fim.** 

Here,  then,  we  see  what  is  determined  against  those 
Who  go  on  frowardly  in  the  way  of  their  own  hearts^  and 
thnt  follow  their  own  vain  devices,  and  it  is  th»  hronght  to 
isur  view>  tfant  being  thus  serionsly  and  timely  warned^  we 
nmy  fly  for  refiige,  and  ley  hold  of  the  hope  set  bdbre  us  ua 
the  gospel,  and  thus  escape  thegndMrtng  stonns  of  Divine 
Wrath,  Whose  contents  will  be  ponred  with  nunhating  fliiy 
Upon  all  i«l^)ettitettt  souk  without  exception*  The  necessity 
of  coiiVlMtoa  app*m«  also  from  the  sexsona  oensidera.* 
tion  of 

DEATH. 


Tnent:  is  no  subject  mora  intereiting  or  important  to  us 
than  death,  because  it  not  oidy  eonckstes  this  traasioni 
%tate  of  being,  but  introduces  us  into  another  that  is  fixed 
and  eternal  j  and  yet  the  love  of  life,  among  the  generality 
of  persons,  so  greatly  prsdominntes  as  almost  to  oblitesate 
firoro  the  memory  all  aerious  thoughts  of  their  dissolutiou* 
But  neither  this  ner  any  of  Ae  artifices  made  use  of  to  ba- 
nish the  thoughts  of  death,  can  add  one  day  to  their  lives,  or 
|»retent  them  from  becoming  a  pr^  to  that  insatiable  adver- 
sary. *^  It  is  appointed  for  men  once  to  die— ^br  4hi9l  axs 
are  und  to  duH  we  mntf  re^mss.-*^eath,  (or  the  sentMiee  of 
death)  hath  passed  i^on  all  men ;"  ao  that  all  must  die,, 
or  pa%s  through  a  change  equivalent  to  dcalh.  It  cannot  be 
avoided,  and  no  sober-mindad  person  will  ever  eiqiect  to 
be  exempt  from  the  aaivmial  decree.  Since  this  is  the  eUtt^ 
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ation  4}f  all  men,  it  well  become^ns- to  reflect  upon  tliis  m>* 
lemn-eifiair,  and  seek  not  how  much  we  maj  ^0€g^  hut 
father  how  we  maj  meet  it  without  terror^  at^d  find  it  to  be 
in  reality  the  eommencement  of  that  state  of  bleseedneae 
which  may  properly  be  called  life*  Nou^  are  pronounced 
blessed  but  such  as  ^^  die  in  the  Lord ;"  and  to  die  in  bin, 
it  is  necessary  to  be  converted,  as  without  ^this  we  cannot 
eater  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Why  should  our  thoughts 
and  attention  be  wholly*  engrossed  fay  worldly  concerns,  as 
though  we  had  no  other  interests  than  those  of  «ihe  body  i 
Or  why  should  our  precious  moments  pass  away  with  eter« 
nity  in  view,  as  though  our  existence  extended  only  to  th^ 
gnu^e  i  When  our  eye-lids  are  weighed  down  with  the  sha* 
dow  of  death  how  trifling  will  all  the  activity^  bustle,  B^d 
anxiety  of  this  world  appear  to  us;  how  unin^iortant  all  ite 
prosperity  and  appearances ;  and  how  vain  all  its  pursuits 
and  speculations  t  We  shall  rfsgard  the  whole  scene  witk 
indUfereaoe,  and  nothing  will  appear  valuable  but  what  has 
the  stamp  of  piety,  and  meets  with  the  Divine  approbation* 
Worldly-minded  men  will  prove  to  their  sorrow,  that  all 
their  care  and  labour  amounts  to  this  alone,  that  ^^  they  have 
jospii  the  wind,  and  reaped  the  whirlwind."  Whatever  ia 
done-  in  opposition  to  God,  or  made  a  substitute  tot  him  and 
his  frvom*,  is  vanity  ;  and^  though  it  may  be  endlessly  dif* 
versified,  it  is  but  vanity  still. 

It  is  certainly  true  wisdom  to  reflect  i^Km  our  latter  end^ 
that  we  may  not  only  ferm  a  proper  estimate  of  life^  but  ei|* 
deavour  rightly  to  iofireve  all  its  privileges,  acctwding  to 
the  will  of  Heaven,  in  securing  the  luq»piaess<ef  our  imraor* 
tal  soub.  What  are  the  gratifications  arising  from  pleasure^ 
business  or  company,  that  they  should  be  so  eagsriysovghft^ 
to  the  ncg)ect  of  the  never<Kiying  soul  ?  Hew  oiDmeataijr 
their  pleasure  at  best,  and  how  often  mixed  with  gall  and 
wormweod !  And  were  there  nothing  else  to  disturb  o|ir 
earthly  enjoyments,  the  Uioughls  of  death  will  sometimea 
intrude^  and  the  visible  proof  4>f  mortality  in  others  will  not 
saffer  ua  to  be  wholly  free  from  being  alarmed  mt  our  ow«t 
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The  opiaimi  of  tlie  wise  man  is  wortby  of  our  regard  :  ^  It 
is  better  to  go  16  the  house  of  mourning  than  to  the  house  of 
feasting :  for  that  is  the  end  of  aU  men,  and  the  living  will 
laj  it  to  heart ;"  and  no  one  appears  to  have  had  more  &«• 
vouraUe  opportunities  of  judging  in  these  cases  than  him« 
self.  Here  vre  may  learn  manjr  useful  lessons,  which  maj 
prove  of  essential  service  to  us  in  rescuing  us  from  the  delu- 
sions iff  our  own  vain  self-love,  the  flattering  snares  of 
worldly  prosperity,  and  from  the  dangerous  devices  of  the 
old  serpeift.  Let  us  now  inuigine  ourselves  at  one  of  these 
houses  of  sorrow,  where  the  warlike  king  of  terrors  has  ad*' 
ded  another  subject  to  his  already  populous  kingdom,  and 
who  will  subdue  all  of  us  sooner  or  later,  and  hurry  us  into 
his  crowded  dominions ;  here  lies  his  victim  deprived  of  all 
sensation,  a  breathless  corpse,  whom  he  has  experimentally 
taught  that  ^  no  man  hath  power  over  the  spirit,  to  retain 
the  spirit,  neither  hath  he  power  in  the  day  of  death,  nor  is 
there  discharge  in  that  war/*  Imagine  that  you  see  the  re- 
latives  and  friends  of  the  deceased  assembled — they  are 
crowded  together — <hey  dare  scarcely  look  each  other  in 
the  frce^-the  mournful  accents  which  break  the  silence, 
pierce  the  hearts  of  each  other,  and  your's  also  :  but  yon 
hear  no  prayers  for  his  return — all  know  the  case  is  hope- 
less. ^^  There  is  hope  of  a  tree,  if  it  be  cut  down,  that  it 
will  sprout  again — but  man  dieth  and  wasteth  away ;  yea^ 
nan  giveth  up  the  ghost,  and  where  is  he  ? — ^man  lieth  down 
and  riseth  not ;  till  the  heavens  be  no  more  they  shall  not 
nwake  nor  be  raised  out  of  their  sleep  :**  no  prayers  or  tears 
can-  reverse  the  sentence.  Let  us  pass  through  these  cere- 
monious mourners,  invited  upon  the  occasion  ;  and  the  tra- 
ders in  these  solemnities — let  us  apjutmch  the  pale  corpse 
stretched  at  its  length  in  the  gloomy  chamber,  for  gloomy 
it  is  with  all  the  neatness,  order,  and  decency  which  sur- 
round it.  Where  is  now  the  piercing  look,  the  blooming 
countenance,  the  cheerful,  animating  smile  ?  Death  has 
shaken  the  full-blown  roses,  and  scattered  their  honours  on 
the  ground.    The  skilful  hands  and  active  feet  are  motion- 
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less ;  the  purple  current,  arrested  in  its  course,  ceases  to 
flow ;  a  claye j  coldness  possesses  every  part ;  and  every  meoi- 
ber,  once  the  instrument  of  the  departed  spirit  while  con- 
versing with  terrestrial  objects,  is  quiet  and  at  rest.    Whait 
is  the  world  to  this  man  ?    The  whole  has  passed  away  like 
&  dream.    How  striking  a  likeness  have  we  here  belbre  our 
eyes  of  what  we  must  shortly  be !    When  we  Hre  placed  in 
like  circumstances,  the  world  and  the  concerns  thereof  will 
appear  to  us  exactly  what  they  are  to  him  ;  that  is,  a  dead 
blank ;  and  having  lived  in  conformity  to  Gk>d,  is  the  onl/ 
subject  that  will  bear  reflection.    Let  us  now  mark  the  last 
act  of  the  human  drama  :  perhaps  the  solemn  sound  which 
so  often  called  the.  attention  of  the  departed  spirit  to  the 
considerations  of  eternity,  summons  the  friends  of  the  de^ 
ceased  to  deposit  the  body  in  the  bosom  of  the  earth.    The 
mournful  duty  is  performed— the  demands  of  the  clamorous 
grave  are  paid  in  full — ^the  clod;  fkll,  rebound,  and  rumble 
on  the  shapely  coffin — the  true  mourners  take  the  last  look, 
and,  weeping,  bid  their  last  adieu.    As  they  withdraw  let 
us  spend  a  few  moments  in  meditation  near  this  cold  and  si- 
lent repository  of  the  dead.    He  whose  remains  lie  here, 
filled  while  living,  a  certain  sphere  of  action  ;  but  whatever 
offices  he  held,  or  whatever  was  his  rank  and  situation  in  so- 
ciety ;  whatever  were  his  possessions,  connexions,  hopes, 
fears,  wishes,  and  prospects ;  whoever  were  his  firiends  or 
enemies,  appear  of  small  moment ;  the  spirit  is  retunied  io 
God  who  gave  it,  for  its  final  acquittal  or  condemnation,  and 
nothing  remains  but  this  little  portion  of  earth.    Let  us  en- 
quire, were  the  purposes  of  life  answered  in  him  f    Did  he 
so  live  as  to  meet  the  approbation  of  his  God  ?    If  he  did, 
all  is  well ;  if  not,  all  is  dreadftil.    No  hope  of  surviving 
friends,  no  monumental  inscriptions,  no  description  of  his 
supposed  excellencies,  no  extenuations  of  sin  or  human 
weaknesses  can  change  the  irreversible  decree  that  h&s  ba* 
nishcd  his  soul  fironi  heaven  :  bnt  washc  evangelicaUyi^n. 
titled  to^  and  prepared  for,  the  society  of  the  saints  in  Vtf\A  ? 
If  so,  no  attempt  of  his  censorious  and  malicious  adversa* 
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nm  dnB  ever  be  permitted  to  dhtarb  hie  repoee^  hurt  hie 
dMwacter,  diminish  hie  glofy,  or  lenen  him  in  the  esteem  of 
the  God  he  loves.  Are  we  then  continmJly  carried  towards 
iUk  goal,  and  is  there  no  passage  fi>r  us  to  a  fbtnre  state 
hot  through  this  dark  valWjr,  end  must  we  leave  all  behind 
when  we  enter  it  i  is  it  here  that  we,  who  fiide  as  the  leaves 
in  autumn,  must  be  collected  to  decaj  ?    Let  the  thought 
humUe  our  vain  hearts,  reduce  our  exorbitant  desires  after 
this  world  into  lawfid  measmre-^each  us  while  using,  not  to 
abuse  the  gifts  <^our  Crsatctw-and  kindle  in  our  souls  an  in-' 
tense  and  constant  desire  after  that  Uessed  state,  where 
there  is  fulness  of  joj,  and  which  will  prove  as  suitaUe  for 
UB  as  it  is  excellent,  and  v  bappj  as  it  is  durable.    All  our 
proceedings  here,  wUch  are  not  begun  and  ended  with  a 
view  to  eternity,  are  vain  and  frivolous.  How  insignificant, 
without  this,  are  the  greatest  undertakings  !    While  cleav* 
ing  to  the  dust,  gfatifring^the  sensual  appetites,  indulging 
the  unruly  passioBs,  filling  our  heads  with  wild  and  roman- 
tic  ideas  of  grandeur  and  ambition,  and  pleasing  our  imagi* 
nations  with  the  most  trifling  and  ridiculous  ob^ts,  we  on- 
1^  amuse  or  deceive  our  souls,. and  neglect  their  true  happi- 
Mss.  The  wisdom  of  politicians,  the  courage  of  heroes,  and 
the  pomp  of  empereiv  are  nothing  before  the  solemn  realities 
of  eternity.    The  joys  of  heaven  and  ibe  torments  of  hell 
are  alike  uimtterable.    Divme  truth  flatters  no  man,  it  bids 
all  alike  ^  prepare  to  meet  their  Gfod,"  and  assures  us  that 
there  is  no  work  nor  repentance  in  the  grave,  whither  we 
are  going.    The  same  stete  and  dispositions  in  which  we 
are  found  at  death\ill  continue  for  ever.    He  that  is  filthy, 
will  be  filthy  BtiH ;  and  he  timt  is  holy,  will  be  holy  still. 
Sttdi  reflations  should  rouse  us  fiiom  our  insensibility,  and 
teach  us  the  necessity  of  adopting  vigorous  measures  Amt  the 
aecuring  of  our  salvation  while  it  is  called  to-day,  know*- 
ing  ^  the  night  cometh  in  which  no  man  can  work." 

Since  we  are  then  carried  continually  to  this  end,  it  would 
bt  weU  for  every  one  seriously  to  consider  the  importance 
^coSMnian,  by  wliich  alone  we  can  meet  it  with  conft- 
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denoe  aad  seremty.   Let  any  man  meditate  closely  on  these 
thin^,  and  it  cannot  fiul  of  being  followed  by  benefioal 
effects.    Let  him  adopt  such  language  as  the  following, 
and  I^  lv>pe  it  will  draw,  forth  a  desire  not  only  to  die 
the  death  of  the  righteous,  but  also  to  live  his  life.    ^  I  must 
die.  Nothing  can  defend  me  from  the  stroke  of  death.  I  am 
surrounded  with  danger  like  my  fellow-creatures.    They 
are  summoned  away,  hour  after  hour,  by  various  means. 
The  day  will  arrive  when  I  must  receive  the  warning  and 
depart.    No  endowments  of  mind — ^no  situation,  however- 
privileged — ^no  fitvourable  circumstances — no  climate,  how-^' 
ever  healthy — and  no  connexions,  however  stronger  exten- 
sive, can  detain  me  here.    ^^  All  flesh  is  grass,  and  all  the 
glory  of  man  as  the  flower  of  grass  :  the  grass  witheretb, 
and  the  flower  thereof  &]leth  away."    Such  is  the  state  of' 
all,  and  such  consequently  is  mine.    My  constitution  must- 
be  weakened  by  sickness  or  age,  and  feebleness  or  wrinkles 
must  be  my  portion.    I  have  sinned,  and  must  resign  my: 
breath  into  the  hands  of  my  offended  Judge,  and  my  spirit- 
must  go  to  him,  to-be  disposed  of  for  eternity.     ^^  Our  ia« 
thers,  where  are  they  ?    And  the  prophets,  do  they  live  for  ' 
ever  ?"    O,  my  soul,  prepare  to  follow  them  ;  lay  hold  of 
grace  and  eternal  life  as  they  did ;  commit  thyself  and  all* 
tl\y  concerns  into  the  hands  of  thy  Saviour ;  and  then  thou 
mayest  hope  that  when  <^  thy  heart  and  flesh  (ail,  he  will  be 
the  strength  of  thy  heart,  and  thy  portion  for  ever/* 
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CHAP.  IV. 

THE  SAME  SUBJECT  COKTINUEO. 
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Future  judgmttii — the  nature  of  ike  heaoenfy  sUUe^ 


JUDGMENT. 

It  aiMpears  from  tlw  account  giTen  us  of  tbe  tick  mau  and 
Lamrusi  that  immediatelj  on  the  disaiifisal  of  the  aptrit  bom 
the  body,  it  will  goto  its  own  place  and  compaiV"*^^pi<M|a 
to  the  joys  of  heaven,  and  the  inipioup  to  the  tonaoeta  of 
hell,  Luke  xvi*  22,  S3.  Hence  U  appears  that  the  final  state 
pf  mankind  is  fixed  at  death,  and  b  not  deferred  to  tha  Fe-» 
•urrection  of  the  body:  though  it  is  highly  probable  that  nea* 
t)ier  the  righteous  nor  the  wicked  will  know  tiU  that  day  tha 
greatness  either  ef  their  rewards  or  punishments.  Be  thai 
na  it  may,  it  is  evident  that  there  will  be  a  gaaerid  jMs>>^>>^» 
both  from  the  oolA  and  dbc&ira^toit  of  God.  ^^  Asl  live,  saitl^ 
the  Lord,  every  knee  shall  bow  to  me^  and  eveiy  toagiie> 
aball  confess  to  Ciod.*^  And  he  speaks  thaa  bgi  his  kufy 
i^poatte^  ^  We  must  all  appear  before  the  j^dgteen^^seat  oC 
Christy  that  every  one  amy  receive  the  thii^  done  in  bin 
liody^  according  to  that  he  hath  done,  whether  it  be  good  ot 
bad;"  and  the  same  truth  is  confirmed  by;  abundance  of 
scriptures.  As  this  is  one  of  the  most  solemn  subjects 
which  can  possibly  occupy  the  mind  of  man,  and  as  the  ab- 
solute necessity  of  conversion  appears  on  the  &ce,  and  on 
eveiy  part  of  it,  it  may  be  proper  to  take  a  large  survey  of 
the  same,  that  we  may  be  the  more  careful  to  prepare  to 
atand  with  confidence  before  our  Almighty  Judge. 

1.  ne  Judge  hbmelf. — ^This  is  Christ.  All  judgment  is 
committed  to  him.  ^  Ood  will  judge  the  world  in  ri^hte* 
ousness  by  that  man  whom  he  hath  ordained— of  which 
he  hath  given  assurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  hath 
raised  him  firom  the  dead."    While  our  blessed  Redeemer 


^weh  amdiii^  maft,  li^  hid  Ae  i^^lgeut  rayts  of  hia  gloi^ 
ty  aMl  iMjeBty^  by^  vteiling  bims^lf  tn  our  nttinre ;  and  this 
was  60  etfbetiM^y  done,  aceordihg  to  tbe  putpoaei  of  Diviiia 
wisdom^  tbat  thcwgli  he  was  in  the  world,  and  the  world  was 
made  bj  him,  yet  the  world  knew  him  not.  The  thoughta 
WtkA  ways  of  mea  ^iflfer  widely  from  Atiee  of  God.  The 
«amal  tniiid  acts  from  carnal  principles,  is  pleased  with  cai^ 
Ml  eoefies,  is  conlned  lo  eamal  wishes,  seeks  after  carnal 
d^lighta  and  greotneas,  and  stands  opposed  to  real  worib-» 
to  wisdom^s  ways,  and  spiritual  enjoymcsi^i  They  looked 
ibr  6oitie  rtsighty  potentate,  who  wonld  lead  diem  to  victory^ 
and  load  them  with  tempoml  honours  and  beneits.  But  aa 
the  appearance  of  Christ  was  the  reverso  of  these  expeotA^ 
tions,  *^  hti  had  no  form  nor  comeliness— nor  beauty,  that 
they  should  desire  him  ;  *'  the  purity  rf  hts  doctrine,  the 
greatness  of  his  works,  atid  the  excalloncieB  of  his  miad^ 
were  underrated,  despised,  of  vilited,  as  the  effects  of  di- 
abolical agency.  He  was  despised  and  rejected  of  men ;  • 
man  of  sorrows,  and  acqiminted  with  grief;  and  we  hid  as 
it  were  our  frees  from  hnoi;  he  was  despised,  and  we  esteem^* 
ed  him  not."  The  things  so  highly  eslMmed  am<Hig  mail 
passed  witii  him  fbr  nolliing.  He  poured  eontempt  upoa 
all  woridly  vitnities.  Ho  was  bom  of  a  poor  virgin,  a  raan« 
ger  was  his  cradle,  his  reputed  fitther  was  a  carpenter,  and 
it  appears  that  he  IbllowMl  the  same  employment.  Wheft 
he  entered  on  his  ministry,  he  chose  not  his  disciples  from 
among  the  great  and  kamed,  but  the  plain  and  illiterate^ 
He  was  supported  by  the  eontributions  of  others',  suffered 
himself  to  be  mocked,  set  at  nought,  and  despitefully  treat* 
ed.  Re  was  led,  loaded  with  reproaches,  to  suffer  an  igno- 
mimous  death;  and  gave  up  the  ghost,  as  one  apparently 
jforsaken  of  God  and  man.  But  when  he  comes  as  Judge  of 
quick  and  dead,  he  will  appear  in  his  glorified  humanity  al'- 
most  too  bright  to  be  looked  upon  by  the  saints  themselves, 
and  possessed  bf  uncoirtroulable  power.  He  will  now  dis- 
play his  undisputed  divinity,  by  coming  «^  in  the  glory  of  his 
Father,"  and  bringing  ««aff  the  holv  angels  with  him."  AH 


:2i^  THE  KATUEB  OF  C0HVER8ION.  [^Poft  S 


glory  of  Solomon,  or  all  tlie  monarchs  that  ever  reigned 
iput  together,  dwindle  to  an  insignificant  spark  in  his  pi«- 
«ence;  yea,  the  sun  itself,  that  niost  glorious  of  his  visible 
;works,  will  become  dark  at  his  appearing,  and  cease  to 
shine. 

:  <^He  will  descend  from  heaven  with  a  shout,  with  the 
•Toice  of  the  archangel,  and  with  the  trump  of  God ;  by  bis 
almighty  and  creative  word  the  saints  will  be  raised  from 
4heir  slumbers^  and  the  living  changed ;  and,  at  the  invitations 
of  their  adorable  Lord  and  Redeemer,  quitting  this  earth, 
tew  doomed  to  be  destroyed  by  fire,  they  wiU  be  <^  caught 
«p  to  the  clouds,  to  meet  him  in  the  air,''  never  to  be  parted 
from  him  any  more. 

Then  the  rest  of  the  dead  shall  come  forth  at  his  sum* 
mons,  those  who  died  in  their  sins,  with  those  who  shall  be 
jbund  by  him  living  in  their  sins  at  the  last  day. 
-  What  an  amazing  change  will  take  place  when  this  day 
arrives,  in  the  bodies  of  the  saints  particularly;  for  the 
apostle,  speaking  on  this  subject,  observes  concerning  the 
body,  ^^  It  is  sown  in  corruption,  it  is  raised  in  incorruption  : 
it  is  sown  in  dishonour,  it  is  raised  in  glory :  it  is  sown  in 
weakness,  it  is  raised  in  power:  it  is  sown  a  natural  body, 
it  is  raised  a  spiritual  body/'  And  when  he  uses  general 
terms,  he  says,  ^'  This  corruptible  must  put  on  incorruption, 
and  this  mortal  must  put  on  immortality;"  that  is,  all  with- 
out exception,  good  and  bad,  will  be  placed  in  such  circum- 
stances of  being,  as  will  change  no  more  for  ever. 

Now  the  dissolution  of  nature  commences. — ^^  The  hea- 
vens chall  pass  away  with  a  great  noise,  and  the  elements 
shall  melt  with  fervent  heat;  the  earth  also,  und  the  works 
that  are  therein,  shall  be  burned  up."  The  works  of  nature 
and  of  art  are  destroyed  together.  ^^  Heaven  and  earth  flee 
from  the  Judge's  face,  and  no  place  is  found  ibr  them."  The 
appeamnce,  order,  beauty,  connexions,  and  stability  of 
things;,  will  be  dissolved;  and  if  all  be  not  annihilated,  they 
will  be  entirely  changed,  wear  other  appearances,  be  form* 
ed  on  new  principles,  and  change  no  more. 
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.  Had  the  scripture  been  wholly  silent  tespefcting  this  ^^  day 
«f  the  Lord,"  it  might  have  reasonably  been  expiected  from 
Che  apparently  unequal  distributions  of  providence,  from 
this  being  a  state  of  trial,  and  from  the  views  we  have  of 
the  righteous  government  of  God:  it  is,  however,  very 
clearly  revealed,  that  ^^God  shall  bring  every  work  into 
judgment,  with  every  secret  thing,  whether  it  be  good,  or 
whether  it  be  evil/'  The  precise  time,  indeed,  when  this 
will  take  place,  is  hid  from  all  human  beings,  and  perhaps 
from  angels  themselves.  This  is  wisely  ordered,  that  we 
may  not  be  diverted  from  accomplishing  the  designs  of  pro* 
vidence  during  this  probationary  state,  and  to  shew  us  the 
necessity  of  being  always  ready  against  his  coming ;  but  it 
is  as  certain  as  though  the  very  hour  had  been  named :  and 
while  we  may  be  disposed  to  regard  it  as  thousands  of  years 
hence,  it  may  overtake  us  in  as  many  moments.  And  should 
hot  all  who  are  unprepared  be  alarmed  at  these  considera- 
tions ?  And  does  not  the  absolute  necessity  of  conversion 
appear  from  this  coming  of  Christ  to  judgment  ?  When* 
ever  it  may  arrive,  the  unconverted  will  be  indeed  most  aw- 
fully circumstanced. 

It  wilMie  sudden  and  unexpected. — The  apostles  and  first 
teachers  of  the  church  appear  to  have  made  this  a  common 
topic  in  their  general  discourses ;  for  St.  Paul  says  to  the 
Thessfeilonians,  "  Yourselves  know  perfccUj/  that  the  day  of 
the  Lord  so  cometh  as  a  thief  in  the  night.  For  when  they 
(the  slumbering  and  careless  world)  shall  say,  peace  and 
safety;  then  sudden  destruction  cometh  upon  them, «as  tra- 
vail upon  a  woman  with  child;  and  they  shall  not  escape.'' 
Nor  is  there  any  thing  unjust  in  this,  since  numerous  warn- 
ings of  its  approach  have  been  given  to  the  world  for  thou- 
sands of  years.  They,  therefore,  who  are  not  prepared  will 
be  inexcusable,  and  punished  for  their  criminal  neglect. 
The  sudden  appearance  of  the  Lord  Jesus  will  fill  the  world 
with  consternation  and  alarm.  "Behold  he  cometh  with 
clouds,  and  every  eye  shall  see  him;  and  they  also  which 
pierced  him ;  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth  shall  wail  be- 
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tauM  of  him/'  AU  (to  IIS6  the  pn>^liet*«  words)  that  ta« 
tmmeHack  ttom  ihe  Lord;  «id  those  that  have  ael  9ougM 
the  Lofil,  ^or  inquired  for  biin,'*  will  grieToasIy  taourtl  tad 
lament  when  they  nee  in  the  person  of  th«r  Jttdge,  him 
they  rotoed  to  achaolvled^e  as  their  King,  as  the  poet 
speaks  t 


**  It  llitt  the  man  of  woe,  wboa  kUitIoiii  ao^  we  lee  i 

The  mAB  who  lulfiBrM  want  below,  and  tlauae  and  ago^f  i 

Who  here  insnUed  was,  and  scoargM  and  cmcified, 

Unn^  piercM  and  naked  on  the  cfon,  and  bled  and  groaaM  and  died  f 

'Tit  be»tbe  Prt oca  of  peaee !  *tii  be,  fbe  Lord  of  pow*r ! 

WboBi  all  tbo  abiaiag  boili  of  bk,  their  Maker-God  adora." 

Now  a  final  stop  will  be  put  to  the  regular  motions  of  tho 
heavenly  bodies,  to  the  seasons  and  the  changes,  to  the  va* 
riable  winds  and  tides:  and  at  the  same  instant  wilboeaso 
the  schemes,  pursuits,  and  labours  of  mankind,  to  be  resum* 
ed  no  more.  Then  it  may  be  said  of  this  vain-glorious  and 
impious  world  in  general,  what  was  spoken  of  spiritual  Ba- 
bylon in  particular,  <^  The  fruits  that  thy  soul  lusted  after 
are  departed  from  thee,  and  all  things  which  were  dainty  and 
goodly  are  departed  from  thee^  and  thou  shalt  find  them  no 
more  at  all — ^for  in  one  hour  so  great  riches  are  come  tm 
nought-— in  one  hour  it  is  made  desolate*  The  voice  of 
musicians  shall  be  heard  no  more  at  all  in  thee;  no  crafts^ 
man,  of  whatsoever  crafl  he  be^  shall  be  found  any  more  in 
thee ;  and  the  sound  of  a  mill-stone  shall  be  heard  no  more  in 
thee ;  the  light  of  a  candle  shaU  shine  no  more  at  all  in  thtei  - 
and  the  voice  of  the  bridegroom  and  the  bride  shall  be  heard 
no  more  in  thee/'  The  words  of  the  prophet  will  meet 
with  their  full  accomplishment.  <<  The  earth  is  utterily  bro- 
ken down,  the  earth  is  clean  dissolved,  the  earth  is  moved 
exceedingly.*'  Who  now  shall  face  the  Judge  2  for  tfco 
great  day  of  his  wrath  is  come,  and  who  shall  be  ahle  to 
stand?  Who  shall  stand  before  him  with  confidmee?  [fli« 
converted  soul,  not  thou.  Awake  then  to  righteounesa;  vaA 
fly  from  the  wrath  to  come,  that  in  the  day  of  the  hnSn 


all  Iu9  ^iuts,  « ^ 

It  will  b«  amfidl^  greal.-^Wh&A  God  appeayad  ai  tH 
G«eat  Legislator  of  bis  people,  and  gav^  fbi^h  hfe  hofy  law 
HpoB  Mqui^  l^inai,  it  vaa  yerj  alarim»g  :  there  w«k6  tbiia^ 
ders^  liglitaings,  a  thick  daud  upoa  tlie  Mount,  and  tbv 
voiee  of  the  tirampet  axceedinf  1;  loiid^  no*  that  all  the  p^opla 
in  the  carap  trembled  %  bat  thia>.  dreadful  aa  it  might  appear 
to  tbeoii  was  a  verji  fami  repreeentatiaii  of  the  la9t  daj. 
The  people  then  onJ^  beheld  the  thick  davkaeas  aocQwp»» 
lued  by  flashes  of  ligbtaing ;  but  here  the  Divine  Judge  i« 
fiaen  in  giloiy  and  majesty,  'Tie  not  a  partial  eavtb^puJifi« 
but  every  where  yilbges^  towns,  cities,  kiagdoais,  are  aU 
laid  in  raina;  tbe  eajpth  in  eveiy  part  takos  fire,  and  ia  coi»». 
sumiag;  tkepeweraof  thekea^eDB  ara  Aakenaad  ftUiag; 
the  xoice  of  the  archa^el  awodiag  $  and  tl#  trimp  of 
God,  louder  than  the  umsk  dread&l  Damdevs  ;  flaauBg  fite^ 
goes  forth  from  before  him,  and  it  is  verjf  tevfiestiKKis  roani 
^bout  hinL,  Weepings  wailing,  and  lamentation^  are  heard 
00  eveiy  hand  from  aaim^  the  despaivipg  ehildreaof  perdi* 
tioo ;  while  the  arnqr  of  the  living  God  wd^omes  Us  af^ 
prQa«h  with  shouts  of  jay,  loud  as  the  fiill  of  avighty  oata» 
facts  of  water,  or  as  the  ^^  yoim  of  migbty  tbuAderings,,  say^ 
ipg^  UaUeluiah :  for  the^  liord*  Gcod  Qmnipotent  reignetk.'* 
Npp  can  we  siq^peae  Uiat,.aa  the>  dev^ils  eried  out,  and  wena. 
^jBiaid  of  his  wraib  in«  the  daya  eC  his  buniilii^tiQ%  they 
wlL  be  insensible  to  the  dreadfol  sentence,  that  is  to  ever-* 
lisbaka  tkem  iaasipieasiUy  deep  in  the  abyss  ef  termeat  and 
dastructioOi.  In  tkA  niea»  tim^,  teA  thousand  tinM  tea 
tbonsaAdu  anii  tbeafrand  tbeusand?'  of  holy  ai^k,  joioiBc 
tkair  faarnqnioaaTeiees,  sbaU  shaut,  ^^  Wertti^  is  the  Lattb 
tkak  waaslpui^ta  iieaeiiie  bfes^ag^  k^noar^glorj  and  pewesl 
SUiak  s|  9qaiil  aa  thia  waa  aevea  seaft  beforv,^  and  nievevr  will 
there  be  such  anotbeir*  Jtof  M  aMnMnv,  dfiiigiht  or  an«n 
gmk^  eaa Wmw  ar  sbamaji  taianiphi  or  sadness  ^ppeavKin 
qicht  indw^ia>A  ^  ^^^  J^*Jgl»  ia  cansiitafadi  a  friondioa  fias^ 
i^  thjag^  kapg  Pf<w^i  th(r.a4MiklwHmfiSi»l(ted.^the 
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dead  deposited  in  her  bosom  ;  the  sea,  which  had  devoured 
80  many,  having  thrown  them  up  from  its  agitated  waters  ^ 
And  Hades,  having  opened  its  prison  doors,  and  poured 
forth  his  millions — small  and  great  being  collected  together, 
Ae  judgment  is  set,  and  the  books  prodaced  by  which  every^ 
individual  of  the  human  race  is  to  be  justified  or  condemn- 
ed ;  every  thing  appears  to  be  fest  advancing  to  a  crisis. 
These  books  probably  represent  the  various  dispensations  of 
Grod,  in  nature,  providence,  and  grace,  towintb  mankind 
during  their  state  of  trial ;  the  gifts  bestowed ;  the  privi* 
leges  enjoyed*  with  the  neglect  or  improvement  of  their  ta- 
lents respectively  ;  and  the  truth  of  their  contents  will  be 
acknowledged  by  the  consciences  and  recollections  of  all 
concerned.  The  book  of  life,  in  addition  to  the  other  books, 
may  record  the  names  of  the  redeemed  with  the  description 
of  all  that  was  lovely  in  their  characters,  or  those  actions 
Which  were  evangelically  worthy  in  the  sight  of  God,  or  met 
with  his  approbation. 

S.  The  process. — ^The  KING  being  seated  on  his  gloriour 
judgment-seaf,  and  all  created  intelligences  present,  the 
holy  angels,  as  the  execnters  of  his  will ;  the  devils,  to  re- 
ceive their  full  sentence ;  and  the-  whole  race  of  mankind^ 
whose  states  are  now  to  be  finally  fixed. 

The  Holy  Angels* — ^These  in  all  their  various  orders,  all 
of  whom  excel  in  power  and  virtue,  throng  the  tribunal  of 
their  glorious  Lord ;  waiting  for  his  commands,  ready  to 
perform  all  his  pleasure,  to  the  joy  of  some  and  the  anguish 
of  others :  not  that  he  needs  their  support,  for  all  power  is 
his ;  btit  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  discovering  their 
seal  in  his  righteous  cause,  that  Iheir  happiness  may^be  in- 
creased, and  new  flivours  bestowed  upon  them.  And  doubt- 
less,  they  will  taste  the  sweets  of  their  fidelity,  when  they 
behold  the  dreadful  consequences  of  the  rebellion  ot  iheir 
once  fiivoured  and  honoured  companions. 

The  DemU. — ^That  Satan  and  his  angeb  have  not  yet  re« 
ceived  their  full  measure  of  torment  is  evident  firom  hence, 
that  when  the  Prince  of  Lib  was  manifested  here  below^  * 


CAdp.  4.]  MOJTIVES  TO  CONVBRSIOX.^     ^  249 

they  cried  out,  ^*  What  have  we  to  do  with  thee ;  art-  thou 
come  to  torment  us  before  the  time  ?'*  And  St.  Jade  in* 
ibrms  U8,  ^'  The  angels  which  kept  not  their  first  estate,  but 
left  their  ozsm  habitaHion^  he  hath  re8er\'ed  in  everlastini^ 
chains,  under  darkness,  unto  the  judgment  of  the  great  day." 
We  generally  conceive  of  them  as  being  the  most  unhappy 
and  wretched  of  all  creatures,  partly  from  their  filthy  and 
abominably-polluted  nature,  and  partly  from  the  displeasure 
of  the  incensed  Majesty  of  heaven  and  earth.  But  w<Mrse^ 
much  worse  is  yet  to  come*  Their  malice  against  man,  and 
their  continual  attempts  to  oppose  the  government  of  Christ, 
will  awfully  fiill  upon  these  lying,  murderous,  and  accursed 
spirits.  Oh  what  terrors  must  seize  upon  then  when  tlie 
Redeemer  and  his  redeemed  shall  judge  them,  and  when 
they  shall  be  plunged  into  that  bottomless  abyss  they  so 
greatly  dread  i 

AU  mankind. — ^1  do  not  consider  that  the  business  of 
this  day  will  be  to  discover  who  are  righteous  or  wicked,  for 
that  must  necessarily  be  known  both  to  their  Judge  and  to 
themselves;  but  to  fix  their  final  state,  and  the  measures  of 
rewards  and  punishments  to  the  one  character  and  the  otlicr 
*— to  justify  the  Divine  proceedings  towards  bis  creatures  in 
general — and  to  develop  all  the  secret  springs  of  human 
actions,  as  well  as  those  actions  themselves,  that  every  roan 
may  receive  according  to  his  works.  Now  the  true  charac- 
ter of  every  man  will  be  fully  known,  and  all  his  motives 
clearly  revealed.  Wickedness  will  no  longer  be  able  occa- 
sionally to  wear  the  garb  of  honesty,  virtue,  or  religion ;  nor 
shall  sufiering  piety  be  branded  with  the  odious  names  of 
bjrpocrisy  and  deceit.  AU  will  have  sufilcient  cause  for  hu- 
miliation; but  the  wicked  alone  will  be  confounded.  AU 
unscriptural  pleas  and  excuses  will  be  inadmissiblo,  all 
claims  of  peculiai^  privilege  unavailable,  and  all  re]i<^ious 
profession  not  founded  in  truth  rpprefaensible.  All  the  mys- 
terious things  which  have  perplexed  the  .wisest  and  the  best 
of  men  ^ill  be  brought  to  light;  and  all;the  dispensations  of 
Divine  provideoee' towards  mankind  will  be  clearly  under* 

2  I 
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itood.  No  partiality  will  lie  simm  Iqr  Hm  mast  jobt^hA 
EQUITABLE  Jiidge  to  BBj  man  fiw  my  emiwoe  of  eharac^ 
ter  he  sustained  aoMingst  men.  Tlie  great  ones  ctf  the  earthf 
whole  names  hare  spaead  terror  fiur  and  wide^  are  now  le* 
duced  to  a  level  with  the  meanest;  the  faonommUe  with  the 
base;  and  the  wealthy  with  the  indigent.  These  who  here 
had  the  frirest  opportamties  of  getting  and  doing  good,  and 
have  not  hnproved  them,  will  be  utterly  ashamed ;  while 
real  piety  shall  lift  up  its  head,  and  be  homwrad  and  euk* 
ed.  All  are  awed  in  the  presence  of  their  most  bolt  and 
most  MioHTT  Lord,  and  all  mnst  acknowledge  that  glory^ 
majestf ,  dominion,  and  power,  are  his.  And  new  I  would 
nsk,  before  I  proceed  any  ferther,  whether  any  man  would 
wish  to  be  found  amongst  the  enemies  of  God  in  timt  day  ; 
«nd  if  not,  does  k  not  call  loudly  upon  us  to  emimine  whe- 
ther  we  are  converted  or  not?  If  we  are  not,  what  necomi 
ty  is  there  for  us  to  wdm  to  righteousness,  and  to  cry  migh- 
tily to  God  to  turn  us  to  himsdf,  that  we  may  not  be  found 
the  objects  of  his  indignation  at  that  decisive  dtff  I  Now 
the  Lord  mercifliUy  invites.  O  harden  not  your  hearts,  or 
when  you  cry  he  will  refuse  to  hearken! 

3.  The  jMnsing  jeiil€iioe.«— The  precise  manner  in  which 
the  Lord  Jesus  will  proceed  with  us  when  he  nppeaia  in  hia 
glory,  is  not  particulaiiy  revealed ;  nor  is  it  of  much  mo- 
ment for  us  to  know  whether  we  Aall  all  repent  the  whola 
of  onr  conversation  here  below  to  him,  or  whether  he  w31 
himself  set  it  before  us,  and  cause  ns  to  know  whet  we  hafve 
been  and  done.  It  issnfieient  that  wemfeinfnsmedi  thatnt 
the  <<  revelation  of  the  righteous  JudgmsM  of  God,  he  will 
render  to  every  nmn  aecordisig  to  his  deeds;  lo  them  whohj 
patient  continuanoe  in  weUUdoing  seek  for  gloiy^  hmsomr, 
and  immortality,  eternal  lifee  but  unto  them  that  are  con- 
tentious, and  do  not  obc^  the  tnith»  indignation  and  wrath^ 
tribulation  and  anguish  upon  every  seel  of  man  that  doeth 
evil— for  there  is  no  respost  of  perseM  with  God."  TUa 
rule  having  been  observed,  he  wfll  give  eoamsaadmont  Ant 
n  separation  now  lake  {dace  between  the  ri^rteow  wd  ^ 
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ivtd»d'*-1>8tween  Aoee  that  ierved  God  aodtlioae  that  aerv* 
ed  luai  not;  bbA  iaunadiately  thej  ajre  separated,  as  a  diep« 
held  divide  hit  theep  irom  the  goate.  He  sets  the  sheep 
e«  hi^  ri^l  hand,  and  the  goats  on  his  left.  <<  Then  shall  the 
Kieg  say  unto  them  <m  his  right  hand,  Come,  ye  Messed  of 
mj  Fn^her,  iiiherit  the  Idngdom  prepared  Ibr  you  from  the 
Ibaadatien  of  the  world*'^  Then,  emimerating  the  precious 
frttite  of  their  love  to  him^  and  to  one  aooither,  in  sach  a 
manner  as  will  iSll  them  with  joy  and  wonder;  he  says  to 
them  on  l^e  left  hand,  ^^  Depart  from  me^  ye  cursed,  into  ever? 
hisliiig.fire,prefiafed.frr  the  devil  and  his  angels."  This 
vef  ly  oonTeys  the  idea^  that  Ibey  will  endeavour  to  justify 
Ihemselires  to  the  very  laat;  bat  he  who  knows  that  they 
were  destitnteof  that  JUAthait  works  by  love,  vagards  them 
not,  and  by  his  unchangeable  decree  they  isce  driven  away 
in  their  wickedness  into  everlasting  punishment;  but  the 
righteous  are  admitted  into  life  eternal.  Matt.  xxv.  31,  &c* 
But  what  language  can  deqcrib^  the  views  and  feelings  of 
the  guilty  ciiminals  who  are  doomed  to  be  punished  widi 
evetiasting  dtstruetioa  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and 
ftvm  the  glory  of  hia  power  ?  Oh  what  will  be  their  h<NnxMS 
when  they  see  the  saipts  preparing  to  enter  the  <<  kingdom 
of  God,  and  tli^  themselves  thrust  out  t'*  Oh  what  a  dis* 
eolviag  ef  femili»  and  aeqnainlances,  never,  never  more  to 
he  united !  Heve^  periiqis,  a  husband,  whom  no  prayers^ 
.tears,  or  intreaties  madei>y  his  aftctionate  wife,  could  ever 
move  to  sedt  after  God ;  4ir  a  proud,  vain,  and  sinftd  wife, 
4hat  was  not  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  love  and  tread  in  the 
ibotsteps  of  thefbUowtsrs  of  the  Lambs  here  a  cursing,  blas- 
•pheming,  and  persecuting  parent,  is  stung  with  deep  and 
hitter  remorse  at  seeing  his  pious  children  honoured  by  their 
fiavionv  Ood;  and  there  a  hard-hearted  and  abandoned 
child,  who  shut  hie  ears  against  tike  wisdom  and  counsel  of 
pge,  and  refttsed  instmctiiMi.  On  this  hand  we  see  the  &ith* 
td  messengeie  of  grace  esrakiag  in  the  presence  of  their  al- 
mighty Sovereign,  with  those  who  were  awakened,  comfort- 
tsd,  and  efified  by  theip  ministiy ;  and  on  that,  those  whp 
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vtere  called,  reproved,  and  warned  to  tnm  to  God,  but  wlio 
treated  gospel  messages  as  idle  tales,  chose  death  in  the  er* 
ror  of  their  ways,  and  shut  their  ears  to  eveiy  admonition 
that  was  calculated  to  bring  them  from  the  paUis  of  sin,  to 
the  paths  of  righteousness.  Oh  what  shrieks,  cries,  stmg* 
gles,  groans,  and  looks !  Oh  what  wished— what  exdama-^ 
tions !  Yet  all  ift  unavailable^  Thej  look  at  him  they  have 
pierced,  and  mourn,  and  perish.  O  Gk>d  of  boundless  mer« 
cj,  for  the  sake  of  him  whose  blood  was  shed  for  guilty  man, 
Jiave  mercy  on  me  and  my  readers ;  that  befiwe  this  awful 
day  commences,  vre  may  humble  <rar  sobIb  before  thee,  and 
be  saved  from  the  dreadful  punishments  that  will  fidl  on  tiie 
beads  of  the  ungodly!  All  these  tlmigs  sufficiently  prove 
the  absolute  necessity  ef  converaion.  Its  necessity  farther 
appears  from  the  nature  of 

THB  BEAVENLT  STATE. 

• 

'The  ^tatio  which  God  haa  appointed  for  the  residence  of 
■aiats  and  angels,  and  where  he  is  pleased  to  reveal  most  of 
bis  glorious  nature  and  perfections,  we  call  heaven :  a  state 
of  happiness  froi^  wUcb  all  evil-is  ezduded,  and  where  all 
happiness  is  experienced :  a  state  <^  perfect  eojoyvMnt  and 
felicity;  and  which  the  scriptures  constantly  represent  aa 
the  gift  of  God  in  reference  to  man,  to  holy  souk,  and  to 
them  alone*  Since  this  state  is  only  reserved  for  the  holy, 
and  as  all  holiness  is  founded  in  conversion,  it  is  evident 
that  no  unconverted  person  will  ever  be  admitted  there : 
*'  JBxc^t  ye  be  converted,  and  become  as  littie  chfldren,  ye 
shall  in  no  wise  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven/'  The  con- 
summation of  bliss  arising  from  the  Beatiic  vision,  and  the 
inheritance  above,  is  reserved  far  sanctified  sools :  ^'Bles* 
sed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  foe  they  shall  see  God :"  but 
*^  without  holiness  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord.''  Thitae  woirds 
of  the  God  of  truth  ought  to  have  great  weight  with  us  all ; 
for  though  it  is  attended  with  great  difficulty  to  speak  of  the 
heavenly  glory  and  not  debase  the  subje^  yet  none  ap« 
pears  respecting  thoae  that  are  to  be  put  in  possession  of  it  > 
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^  ^  Ibr  it  is  positively  declared,  that  nothing  which  defiles  shall 

^19^^  enter  those  most  holy  abodes.    If  men,  therefore!  I'cfine  to 

^  ,^  ^^'f)en  their  hearts  for  the  reception  of  his  grace,  it  is  his  im-' 

'  '\jg^^\tenh\e  purpose  to  exclude  them  from  all  the  joys  of 

*^^  ^^^^^^^ven.    Oh  what  a  loss  thi^  will  prove  to  an  immortal 

^  V «^^^^^^^'  though  it  is  not  possible  for  any  man  jRiUy  to  de« 

.   ^      t^^.]!^  ^bis  palace  of  the  ever-blessed  God,  there  are  some 

iftab*f\    (jOii*  igs  revealed  which,  if  attended  to,  will  shew  how  exceed- 

^^^^^^^/  ^^^^S^^^  ^^^  desirable  it  must  necessarily  be  to  have 

i^^^^!^^i^^^^  there  with  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord.    If  the 

1 14  ^^^10^  f'  ^^  Sheba  was  so  astonished  and  confounded  in  con<« 

^1  ^^  \i^^f^^  ^^  wisdom  of  Solomon,  with  the  order  and  gran« 

Jfg\|''^[^  tf  his  court,  we  certainly  have  much  moTe  glorious  dis* 

r,   ^  ^^ ^  »  of  the  heavenly  state  than  any  man  could  dnplay^ 

• «  o1  ^^^^^      possessed  of  Solomon's  wisdom,  and  the  whole  world 

^^'^  ^^TOmand,  beside.  The  «  realizing  light"  of  that  M&k 

^        V4S^      f  ^^  Divine  operation,  opens  to  the  pious  mind  an 

\Vft^^       ^j^*  e  and  encouraging  prospect  of  good  to  come;  and 

c\A^  Wfiiir  J*"^  conceptions  of  those  who  have  troubled  them-< 

^     ^1^^  rio^^a'^  ****^®  concerning  piety  are  such  as  to  ini^  us  to 

^^^'  ^^  perf'^^ii^nieditation  on  this  subject.  '  It  is  represented  to  us 

'^^^j^'  *!a«^  i*  reguhied  kingii(m.-^ot  that  -there  ever  was 
'^f  ^  ^  ^•jp^<>n>  »po»  ^^  «arth>  as  could,  in  the  strict  sense 
^i^  ^^  ^  ^^  figure  to  us  this  glorious  kingdom.  Some,  in- 
;oA  ^*  ^  ^1'^  ^T^  ^  adrtiitted,  have  been  better  reguhtted  than 
'  S*n>^^  vLi9^  j^^'^^^^  ^^®  ^^^^^  ^  many  proofs  of  human  weak- 
St^  5  ^^x^J^^^^^^  ^^  imperfection  in  the  best,  that  great 
^  oa^^'^rfJ^  .  «4^^  *  ^  made  when  we  speak  of  comparing  hea- 
^^  \ft^  ^^2^^^'  '^^^  spiritual  kingdom  of  our  Redeemer  it 
^"^ 4l\^^6t^^V^?^  of  being  selected,  because  its  laws,  prind- 
^^  oi  ^  -t^^Ui  j^Srnment,  so  fiir  as  he  is  mrndditaefy  concerned, 
^^  ^^.^W^,4«**^>  however,  in  the  economy  of  his  grace,  man 
\aS^  f---^  'tHally  to  act  a  considerable  part,  there  are  often 

|je  ^  i^aiiss,  many  "  things  that  ofiend,"  whose  tfen- 

^^  i^^minish  its  glory.    In  the  heaveafy  state  none 
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fftlMtwfftbwmiBoriiiipefffiadiouai^  Alltheroi« 

yirfiMl.  IL%  Unsdf  ehangeg  not ;  and  thot^h  liii  careaiura 
thw^j  7«t  i^  i*  alway*  for  tb^ better~aiid  Uus  stavqisU 
witfiwcli  ^coeUenca  as  we  can  ficarceljluqfMi  for  in  tlii»  lower 
world. 

The  Head  of  this  glorious  kingdom  is  Christ.  The  Father 
liaihgiwnatt  things  into  his  haod^  and/^  he  isLoid  of  all.'* 
If  wisdoQiy  power,  aalhority,  high  birth,  riches,  and  noUe 
aelionsy  are  iqpiportaat  mattm  in  those  that  govern  the  king* 
doaiB  of  this  W4add;  how  i|ui^  more  worthy  is  oar  Rede^n* 
SOT  to  have  the  ^^  Hovenuaont  oa  his  shoalders-i-*ia  whom  it 
bath  yteaasd  the  Father  that  aU  fahiess  sho«ad  dweUi"  in* 
finite  wisdom,  anbowiidod  goodness  and  uadis|Mited  autho* 
titju  The  Fattier  of  gloigr  heih  tat  him  at  his  own  right 
\mtA  in  Urn  heavenly  {daces,  for  above  all  priacipalitjry  paw- 
or,  mights  and  dominiottt  and  ^veiy  name  that  ia  named,  not 
mily  in  tlw  wprU^  but  aka  in  that  which  i^  to  eome.~Ili« 
mmm  ia  severed,  honoiiied,  and  loved  by  aU;  his  peiBon 
woffshifiped  And  adoind }  bi»  righteons  goyenuaeot^pplaad^ 
ed;.  his  will  universally  •  done s  order  and  hanvMony  every 
mlmre  preeerved;  and  all  his  subjects  satisfied  and  happy. 
Hie fawf  are  not  encb ashowMwy,  capiiee,  pride^  or  pv^iv» 
dice  ha ve  planned ;  buttheeflfoctofin&lliblotrnthandun* 
cnrii^  wiadam.  Not  fonned  for  the  eq^N^essing  of  oimes, 
which  hnvo  undor  hi9  rifl^itooiiB  govenunent  no  place,  not 
wvitten  on  tables  of  stowy  bat  by  hie  own  Spirit  in  their  iai« 
auN^  nntnioe,  in  prinoiplea  of  nualtaraUe  and  eternal  Iovoip 
•-^His  jfimrdr  af  Aoneifr,  not  itf  defonoe,  wbteh  sarffonnd  hw 
Ji^h.  wd  eimUed  throne,  are  the  oNi^ty  siapwinged  eesa^ 
pUm,  foU  of  mal  ond  fervent  lovo;  the  wise  and  glotioai 
icherubim,  who  ever  do  his  pleaanre  in  all  the.  beauties  of  the 
moet  pc^Efoct  holiness,  with  all  the  vatioaa  orders  of  angdUe 
beings,  perfoct  in  etiongth  nod  beauty,  who  aee  «ror  wettp 
ing  to .  perform  his  pleasure^  or  .aceompUsh  hie  pnrpemfc" 
Uia/ftifleiie,  fiaed  on  an  Uamowaldo  and otenial'haii^  tlio 
babitatien  ef  justiee  andjtt^ginont,  fears  nodm^  aoono^ 
jBy^w  wyrise.   IpoityeewMogtoiy  oed  wuee<y:Oioidi^ 


moref  and  goedaess  Aiae  fretf  it  ui  anJkniiMied  IiMm^ 
ttBd  riven  of  ezqusite  pknsHres  oad  deligkla  flow  from  H 
sridioi]^  ceasing.    Here  no  |>retmided  lo^i%  from  mdM 
motives  is  ever  seen;  no  traitor  is  ewr  knoim;  midfloat 
ever  &11  under  the  disgrace  <d  their  Prmee^  or  ^ppove^lit 
smallest  trace  of  his  displeasure.  Nor  is  U  the  eEclusivo  pri- 
vilege of  angels  and  archangels  alone  to  appupash  <WMr  gto» 
rions  King;  his  tlapone  is  €pee  of  access  to  all  liisaaiiitsi  tho 
kings  and  priests  which  his  uBttttmoblo  love  has  create^ 
are  with  him,  and  behold  his  gloiy.    TheM  they  MmM  the 
glorious  and  mystertons  union  of  the  penons  in  the  God» 
head — see  apostles,  dders,  vii*|^,  the  preachers  of  righted 
oosaess,  and  the  in»wneraUe  aniif  Of  tte  fodeesaed  '^  stand 
before  the  throne  and  before  the  Lamb,  ebthedia  wliilo 
robes,"  ascribing  to  him  salvatiea.-^His  reMMMf  aKiea  sel 
£rom  exactions  on  his  happy  enl|)eels;  lor  all  tfafage  are  hik 
iNone  ever  comf^iain  of  extortion,  foreoi  or  oppreashm^    fie 
stands  in  need  of  no  assislanee  ;  and  all  that  miyosaa  boast 
4>f  has  desoended  from  hiamelf-^^reath,  and  beioig^  and  all 
things.    He  IS  the  Creator,  Siqpporter,  and  Fraptistor  of  th» 
universe* .  It  may  be  said  as  of  Solomon's  emvatsy  ^Hap- 
py are  the  men    happy  are  these  ttgr  susvante  whkh  stand 
«ontinoaHy  beCbro  thec^  ond  hear  Iky  wisdoms^'  and,  we 
sni^  add^  that  taste  thy  love,  that  piove  thy  henoAcenes^  and 
aqoiee  in  Ay  appfovfaig  smiles*    All  are  oatisfisd  tntidi  his 
davonr,  and  flUed  wiA  his  blessing,  and  seme  hin  ^  and 
night  in  Us  temple.    Poverty,  weairhew>  atad  allicliiHl,lMam 
here  noplace.    War,  tuasult,  oorrow,  and  death,  are «fter- 
nnUy  esidtided  from  these  aealsof  bononr  aad  ftaL**4Iis  }»- 
face.    Onr  blessed  Lord  infarmed  his  diadples  that  in  hm 
FaAer's  hoMse  were  many  fusnsions ;  ond^im  apoadeoi^, 
that  God  hath  impared  for  them  that 4esiso  Ha tsa^i  whoaa 
bnilderand  maker  he  is;  and  here  wb  ninsl  kxlklbrtks  pa- 
^laoe  of  the  immovtal  Sing  of  (faty.    Bvt  bowahstitibiB 
magnificent ^smdpnhiee be dlBu*til?    WhatisaUtlm 
pasHi  n»d  sjjdcndonr  rf eaatena  amgiiift  iwiim  ganqiared  wiifa 
<hn  airhm  nf  this  itorinM  Kiaffdoai  mdtheJMSisanafMi 
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cficedleot  Majestj,  whose  kiiifdoiii  is  an  eyerlasttng^  king- 
4ioin,  anil  whose  dominion  endureth  through  all  ages? 
What  was  the  fisast  of  the  great  Ahasuerus,  or  its  expensive 
prqmrations,  to  what  is  known  above  ?  Yet  what  astonish- 
ing |>reo6  of  greatness^  elegance,  and  liberality  were  there ! 
We  road  that  in  the  garden-court  of  the  king's  palace  all 
tibe  p^le  of  Shnshan  were  feasted  for  seven  days  together : 
where  were  white,  Uae,  and  green  hangings,  ftstened  with 
cords  of  fine  linen  and  purple  to  silver  rings  and  pHlars  of 
maiMe ;  the  beds  or  sofiw  were  of  gold  or  silver,  upon  a 
pavement  of  red,  Uue,  white,  and  black  marble;  they  gave 
them  drink  in  vessels  of  gold,  the  vessels  being  diverse  one 
from  another,  and  royal  wine  in  abundance,  according  to  the 
state  of  die  Umg.''  What  is  all  this  compared  with  the  as- 
tonishing deseription  of  die  heavenly  Jerusalem  given  in  the 
Revelation  ?  And  even  admitting  that  it  is  figurative,  does 
it  therefore  aMan  nothing?  Yes,  it  certainly  means  much 
more  than  can  be  expressed^  whether  we  speak  of  it  as  he* 
longing  to  the  gloiy  of  the  church  in  the  latter  days,  or  to 
the  eternal. state  when  time  shall  be  no  more.  -If  we 
were  permitted  to 'take  this  literally,  all  the  cities  built  by 
human  means  appeur  mere  trifles;  and,  supposing  it  to  ex- 
press the  glories  of  the  dty  above  by  way  of  condescension 
to  our  understandings,  it  may  help  us  to  conceive  something 
of  the  superior  arehitecturej  and  unrivalled  excellencies  dt 
the  Zion  above.  That  great  city,  the  holy  Jerusalem,  has 
God  for  its  founder  and  Airmsher;  and  the  excellency  and 
perfection  of  the  work  discover  his  hand.  This  city,  which 
is  a  perfect  square,  is  represented  as  being  sitimted  upon  a 
great  and  high  mountain,  curronnded  with  a  wall  fifteen 
hundred  miles  in  breadth  and  height,  and  about  two  hun- 
.dred  feet  in  tfaiekness,  built  of  jasper,  or  tiie  colour  of  white 
marble,  with  a  light  shade  of  green  and  red.  The  wall*  has 
twelve  gates,  three  on, each  side,  each  gate  made  of  one  en- 
tire pearl,  and  tine  names  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel  writ- 
ten upon  the  gates,  with  twehie  angels  attending  upon  thei9* 
These  gatea  ever  «tand  ppen  (o  admit  the^saints^  who  are  tlla 


1^017  and  iidlioilr  of  Urn  maikm;  intt  eyer  ^tebiSe  the  urn 
holj.  ^<  There  dnll  in  no  wise  enter  into  it  any  thing  titfdt 
defiletii;  neidnr  wbatsoevto  werksth  abominationr  or  jnak^ 
eth  a  lie  :  but  they  ifkidh  are  wntlen  in  the  liamb's  book 
of  life.''  The  fonndntions  of  ikin  wall  are  twelve  in  numf^ 
iier,  and  astonirfiinglf  grand.  Thej  are  bnilt  with  meat 
beautiful  precious  stones  of  various  lands,  and  ih  them,  pBt» 
haps,  engraved  the  names  of  the  twelve  apostles  of  the 
Jjamb,  and  garnished  wiA  off  numner  of  precious  atonee. 
The  irst  foondnticm  was  jasper,  the  colour  of  white  niarbte» 
with  a  light  shade  of  green  mid  red,  and  winch  was  the  co^ 
lour  of  tihe  wall ;  the  second,  sapphire,  of  a  sky  faloe  00^ 
lour,  speckled  with  gold;  the  third,  a  chakedoi^,  the  co- 
lour  of  red  hot  iron  ;  the  feurth,  an  emerald,  of  n  gmsfe 
green  colour ;  the  Mh^  sardonyx,  red,  streaked  with  whito; 
the  sixth,  sardias^  of  a  de^  tod;  the  seventh,  chiysoUte,  ctf 
a  deep  yellow;  ibe  eighth,  boyl,  of  a  sea  gfeen ;  the  niiitfi, 
a  topasB,  a  pale  yellow ;  the  tenths  a^hrysopraam,  greenisk 
and  transparent,  with  g<dd  specks ;  tiie  eleventh,  a  jacinth^ 
of  a  red  purple ;  and  the  twelfth,  an  ametl^Bt,  of  a  violate 
purple  coloun 

The  city  itself  is  fwre  gold,  like  nate  dear  glass:  and  the 
street  IS  alsoof  gold,  of  the  aame  ttUBparen^.  It  has  no 
temple,  the  oontiafual  pteaanoe  of  God  and  Jiis.1»loved  Son 
rendering  that  untieoessmy.  The  sun  and  moon  never  riae 
Aere  to  give  them  light,  for  -tiny  need  not  their  feeUe 
beani6,  being  continually  enfigfatened  by  the  glorious  refill* 
gence  of  €kid  and  the  Lamb.  A  pure  river  of  water  of  life# 
clear  as  crystal,  issuing  from  the  eternal  throne,  gladdens 
that  happy  place,  while  on  its  delightful  banks  the  ever« 
vet^hmt  and  eVerAfruitfhl  grores  of  the  tree  of  1^  produce 
their  healing  virtne— their  varied  and  never«»deeajing  fruiL 
No  curse  is  there.  The  acts  of  neligious  worship  are  never 
interrupted.  The  blest  inhabitaOfts  behold  tile  ftee  of  their 
bdioved  L^ri  contiaudif ,  a«d  Jfis  name,  in  hiininous  ^ha- 
raotefii,  sbteas  «pM  ihak-  iHustriotiB  fereheads,  iHihout  th* 
aaiilleat  ^fouiniltion.    They  nov^r  |i(and  in  need  of  any  ar* 

3  k 
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r,  for  nigiit  nevor  spreads  its  gloom j  cur- 
tains over  the  heads  of  these  happj  citizens.  The  Lamb  of 
Grod)  in  whose  blood  they  washed  their  robes  and  made  them 
white,  is  their  continual  light.  They  hunger  and  thirst  no 
more,  neither  shall  they  be  incommoded  by  any  circum* 
stance  whatever.  The  Lamb  that  is  in  the  midst  of  the 
throne  shall  feed  them  with  the  rich,  varied,  and  abundant 
repasts  of  heaven  ;  to  living  fountains  of  pure,  unmingled 
pleasures  shall  he  lead  them,  and  God  shall  wipe  away  all 
tears  from  their  eyes.  There  shtiU  be  no  more  death,  nei- 
ther sorrow,  nor  crying,  nor  pain  t  for  the  former  tilings 
«re  passed  away  ;  and  they  shall  reign  for  evier.  Rev.  xxi. 
-  Let  us  then  by  fiiith,  "  walk  about  Zion ;  go  round  about 
•her,  and  tell  the  towers  thereof-4et  us  mark  well  her  bul- 
warks, and  consider  these  palaces  of  our  God— on  the  moun* 
tain  of  his  holiness."  Let  us  contemplate  its  betiutifiil  situa* 
tion,  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth*--of  all  who  long  to  have 
their  eternal  residence  wh^re  Grod  is  known  as  a  sure  re* 
iiige.  All  its  citizens  meet  in  one  common  Inrnd  of  friend- 
aUp.  Here  envy  never  comes,  for  every*  cup  overflows ) 
here  is  no  discord,  for  all  agree;  no  jealousbs  or  suspicions, 
for  all  are  wise  and  upright ;  no  animosities,  for  all  is  har- 
mony and  love.  Penalties,  there  are  none ;  Sx  there  is  no 
transgressor.  The  sacred  empire  of  grace  extends  its  in* 
fluence  through  aU  hearts,  and  the  will  of  God  is  invariably, 
gratefully,  and  joyfully  done.  Who  then  would  not  desire  to 
partake  of  that  heavenly  inheritance  i  Who  would  not  wish 
to  be  invited  te  the  marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb  ?  Who 
would  not  be  enrolled  in  that  register  of  fame,  where  the 
names  of  those  called  chosen  and  faithful  soldiers  of  the  Son 
of  God  are  recorded  ?  Who  would  not  join  the  anthems  of 
the  heaven  of  heavens,  and  cause  the  name  of  the  great  Lord 
of  all  to  resound-through  all  the  realms  of  light,  in  ceaseless 
songs  of  gratitude  and  love  ?  * 

Oh  how  foolish  it  is  to  be  so  Uindly  attached  to  the  vain 
things  of  this  lower  world,  when  such  happiness  is  set  be^ 
fore  us!    Some  may  say,  'Surely  we  ar^  not  so  senseless  «^a 
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not  to  desire  this  great  good^  so  desirable  and  glonous  in  it*- 
self.'  Perhaps  it  is  desired  by  many,  and  by  many  ivbo  will 
never  enjoy  it ;  and  the  reason  is,  they  will  not  seek  by 
sound  conversion  the  disposition  of  mind  which  this  state 
requires^  It  is  altogether  holy,  and  it  requires  holiness  in 
every  one  that  is  admitted  there.  Grod  is  holy,  and  opposed 
to  all  iniquity;  the  Great  Mediator  is  holy>  who  died  to  put 
away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of  himself ;  his  angels  are  holy,  and 
at  the  end  of  time,  he  will  cast  the  wicked  into  hell ;  the  re^ 
deemed  there  are  just  spirits  made  perfect ;  the  place  is  ho- 
ly, excluding  all  sin ;  the  employments  and  pleasures  of  it 
are  altogether  pure,  and  are  "not  mixed  with  the  smallest 
trait  of  moral  evil.  Therefore,  as  two  cannot  walk  togetheiv 
except  they  are  agreed ;  so  none  can  possibly  enter  heaven 
but  by  conversion,  through  which  alone  we  become  one  spi- 
rit with  the  Lord ';  and  hence  we  see  from  the  nature  of  the 
heavenly  state  the  absolute  necessity  of  conversion. 


CHAR  V. 

tHE  SAME  SUBJECT  CONTINUED. 


^^^#i#«<^^«^#i#v^«#^ 


The  horrors  of  hell. 


liEiLfii* 

As  it  is  natural  for  us  to  fly  from  pain  and  anguish,  and  to 
desire  ease  and  happiness,  we  have  in  this  a  strong  proof  of  j 
the  great  unbelief  that  dwells  in  the  hearts  of  men  ;  for  did 
they  believe  the  awful  .threatenings  which  abound  in  the 
sacred  scriptures,  they  would  not  dare  to  proceed  in  those 
ways  which  will  ultimately  bring  them  upon  their  guilty  souls. 
If  a  man  believed  as  he  ought  that  the  punishments  of  holl 
will  assuredly  come  upon  the  impenitent,  would  he  perse- 
vere in  his  sinful  courses  ?  Men  are  in  love  and  league  with 
sin  ;  and,  lest  they  should  be  constrained  to  give  up  that 
which  has  taken  such  hold  of  their  hearts,  they  seek  to  pali- 
ate  it,  and  to  soften  its  punishments,  as  implying  something 
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merdy  figotative  or  of  short  duration,  or  as  not  ezistii^  at 
all.  Thus  ibols  make  a  mock  of  sin* .  and  of  pnnishnient 
also,  lif  didbdieying  GFod^  till  thej  feel  the  drsadfid  eon-* 
sequences  of  sin,  by  the  fuhUnmt  of  his  threatenings.  Ob 
what  neeessitf  there  is  for  us  ftillj  to  believe  these, 
as  wett  as  the  promises!  Ood  is  fliithful  ia  both.  He 
eannet  Ke,  and  he  will  as  surely  fulfil  his  threatenings  in  the 
wieke^  as  he  wiU  perfimn  his  promisee  to  the  righteous. 
Let  ns  then  take  up  tins  solemn  subject  as  a  matter  of  the 
highest  fanportanee  %  andkam  flrom  it  the  neeessity  of  being 
truly  een^Mied  to  God,  tiiat  we  may  escape  the  plaee  of 
foment)  and  have  onr  poftion  widi  the  raasoBsed  of  the 

Lord. 

Immedkitely  on  oar  dmission  firom  the  body,  we  shalt 
be  introdneed  into  a  state  eongenial  with  the  dispositions  of 
emv  souls,  as  has  beenairsttd|y  hialed ;  that  is,  if  Impenitent, 
to  what  belongs  to  impe|iilen«f ;  and  if  holy,  into  a  stat» 
suited  to  hoMaesB.  As,  however,  the  ssriptupss,  whiM  peak- 
ing of  the  state  of  the  damned,  geiMrally  speak  of  them  as 
suffering  both  in  body  and  mind,  it  is  retjuisite  that  we 
should  carry  onr  views  beyond  death,  to  Aat  period  when 
the  re-union  of  the  bodyitnd  soul  has  taken  place  at  die  re- 
surrection. Then  will  eommence  a  state  which  may  proper- 
ly be  eriled  a  state  of  pnnishnient,  Ibr  die  various  afflictions 
of  the  present  Hfe  are  so  light  when  compared  with  the 
pangs  of  hell,  and  are  so  often  productive  of  good  to  those 
who  are  exercised  thereby,  thi^  they  scaroely  deserve  the 
name  of  punishment ;  mai\y  having  been  constimined  to  say, 
^  Before  I  was  afflicted  I  went  astray,  bn^  now  have  I  kept 
thy  law." 

What  part  of  the  univerae  Almighty  Justice  has  appoint** 
ed  as  the  residence  of  reprobated  ^nrits  is  not  deteryninablt 
by  us,  because  not  revealed.  Mapy  indeed  have  ventured  t^ 
conjecture ;  but,  aftw  all  they  have  said,  have  left  us  in  a% 
much  doubt  as  ever.  Wherever  it  is,  it  is  most  dreadfii)  in 
itself  and  the  descriptions  which  are  given  of  it  are  such  aa 
to  induce  us,  if  we  have  any  love  fiar  onr  own  ioo)S|  (o  «hvm 
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it  with  the  vtosost  cajne  and  eoneem,  wid%  tke  path  whidi 
kada  to  those  dolefiil  abodes  of  angiwh  and  despair. 

The  loss  sustaiaed  by  such  as  are  disowned  of  Qod  is  the 
1m&  of  all  eooD,  aatiinil,  temporal,  spiritual^  and  etenal— ^ 
the  impossibility  of  substituting  any  thing  in  the  place  of 
such  loss— 4uid  the  weight  of  punishment  which  must  iieces« 
sarily  overtake  them. 

1.  Tht  loss  of  natural  goodL-^That  the  drcunifltaaces  of 
our  birth  difer  according  to  the  rank  our  parents  hoJd  ip 
society  requires  no  proof;  and  consequently  some  are  bom 
to  greater  privileges  than  others.  This  arises  from  the  verf 
oonstilution  of  civilioed  life^  the  fimnation  of  huaran  laws 
and  regulations,  and  firom  the  general  order  of  Divine  Pro* 
▼idence.  Some  are  bom  to  honours,  titles,  and  estates,  and 
to  all  the  means  of  fauj^ving  the  mind  in  oraamentai  and 
usefiil  learning ;  the  service  and  respect  of  others ;  and  with 
all  that  can  gratify  the  curiosity,  please  the  imagination,  or 
indulge  the  senses :  while  it  is  the  lot  of  the  greatest  part  to 
be  Imhti  to  indigence,  or  laborious  employments,  and  masjF 
to  neglect  and  downright  contempt.  There  are  some  bene* 
fits  however  which  b^ng  indiscriminately  to  all,  except  in 
eases  of  accident  or  idiotism,  and  these  have  a  peculiar  claim 
to  the  pity  and  sympathy  of  others,  and  are  not  forgotten  of 
^m  Ood,  who  firom  those  to  whom  he  gives  litde  expects 
to  receive  the  less.  All  are  bom  the  subjects  of  his  provi* 
dential  care,  for  ^  his  tender  mercy  is  over  all  his  works ; 
and,  through  the  merits  of  Christ,  all  are  the  objects  of  his 
eompassion,  since  ^'  the  free  gift  is  come  upon  all  mep  to 
Justification  of  life,"  and  none  therefore  perish  through  the 
first  offenders.  All  mjoy  a  certain  portion  of  liberty  and  of 
ohoice,  and  are  visited  1^  that  '*  light  which  lighteth  every 
man  that  cometh  into  the  world ;  and  all  are  entitled,  aa 
the  creatures  of  God,  to  a  share  of  th^  comforts  belonging 
to,  or  connected  with  human  nature.  All  have  an  equat 
right  to  die  psotectieii  of  the  laws  of  their  respective  coun* 
tfies,  and  of  the  advantages  which  any  of  them  enjoy  from 
pivine  fevelatiwi,  wh^ver  iti  importaiit  doctrioes  are  pro* 


I 
I 
I 


9S2  TUB  NATURB  OF  COITTEIISIOV.  [^Port  9. 

nulgated,  either  bj  books  or  the  preaching  of  the  gospel : 
bat  as  soon  as  death  places  his  extinguisher  on  the  candle 
of  the  wicked,  their  light  goes  out  into  obscnre  darkness. 
All  their  rights  and  privileges  cease  together,  and  nothing 
remains  but  the  punishment  that  is  due  for  the  neglect  or 
abuse  of  them.  No  consolation  will  arise  from  any  advan- 
tages attending  their  birth,  their  rcspectabili^,  or  acquire* 
roents  ;  the  remembrance  of  these  things  serves  onlj  to  ag- 
gravate thdr  misery.  Choice  and  liberty  are  taken  from 
them ;  it  is  not  now  choice  of  company,  persons,  pleasures, 
and  places,  but  such  company  and  places  as  ofiended  Justice 
riiall  appoint ;  not  liberty  to  be,  do,  or  go  where  and  when 
they  please :  that  time  is  gone  for  ever ;  and  they  are  now 
doomed  to  endure  the  pain  of  eternal  confinement.  The 
care  of  providence  has  ceased  towards  them,  except  what 
relates  to  the  preservation  of  their  being ;  and  all  their 
hope  in  the  merits  of  Christ  is  utterly  destroyed.  All  their 
natural  powers  of  mind,  by  which  they  might  have  known 
and  glorified  their  God,  serve  now,  with  the  strength  and 
activity  of  their  resurrection-bodies,  only  to  the  glorifying 
of  his  inexorable  justice.  In  a  word,  aU  natural  good  in 
them  is  turned  to  evil,  or  proves  a  means  of  greatly  aug- 
menting their  sorrows. 

From  hence  we  see  what  little  cause  there  is  for  boasting 
of  birth,  great  parts,  or  the  virtues  of  our  ancestors,  of 
country,  or  the  advantages  of  being  placed  in  circumstances 
iavourable  for  learning  and  piety,  unless  we  fear  God,  and 
keep  his  commandments,  and  by  his  grace  make  all  these  ad- 
vantages subservient  to  his  glory  and  honour.  Without 
this  they  will  be  curses  to  us  ultimately,  and  not  blessings. 
WiA  those  titles  which  have  been  derived  Srom  heroism,  na- 
tional service,  or  that  which  the  courtesy  of  princes  or  coun- 
tries  has  conferred  upon  any  man,  and  continued  to  his  de- 
scendants, afford  him  or  them  comfort,  should  they  be  cast 
into  hell  ?  Will  it  be  cause  of  gladness  in  a  reprobate  to 
lemember  that  his  understanding  was  deep,  his  memory 
itoong,  his  judgment  clear ;  that  he  possessed  a  bright  Vfit^ 
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great  ingenmtjr,  sbarp  penetufation,  or .  b  ready  attftranqe  ? 
Let  us  then  consider  in  due  time  to  give  oufselyes  to  God^ 
with  all  the  powers  and  fiiciilties  he  has  given  us,  that  we 
jnay  never  suffer  the  punishment  of  those  who  Ue:und^r  his 
ponderous  wrath,  and  who  will  upbraid  themselves  for  their 
,own  follj  and  wickedness ;  that  is,  let  us  seek,  to  be  posses^ 
jEied  of  the  grace  .of  Grod,  by  real  conversion  ;  •  without 
which,  nothing  can  keep  us  from  going  down  to  that  horri* 
ble  pit.  The  natural  powers  of  their  minds  will  not,  it  is 
-true,  be  destroyed,  but  rather  enlaiged  and  strengthened ; 
yet  the  exercise  of  them  will  aflford  no  pleasure,  nor  the  be« 
ing  possessed  of  them  the  smallest  enjoyment.  I  need  wf 
no  more  on  this  head,  because  it  is  so  closely  connected  with 
what  follows,  and  will  be  touched  upon  again*  as  we  {hto* 
'  ceed.    The  next  loss  which  the  damned  endm^e  is 

3.  The  loss  of  all  temporal  good. — ^It  may  be  observed  of 
many  in  our  day,  that  they  are  like  the  unjust  Judge,  ^^  they 
neither  fear  God  nor  regard  man."  They  are  strangers  to 
true  piety,  and  are  inordinate  lovers  of  their  ownselves,  and 
of  those  things  which  promise  pleasure  to  their  eamal  hearts* 
They  regard  not  what  the  best  and  wisest  men  can  say  for  a 
religious  life,  but  set  their  affection  on  things  bdow,  till 
4ho8e  aweful  words  sound  in  their  ears,  ^^  Thou  fool,  thy 
aoul  is  required  of  thee ;"  an  immediate  separation  takes 
place ;  they  are  deprived  of  all  they  doated  on,  and  plung^ 
into  the  lake  of  fire.  At  once  the  soul  beholds,  though  now 
too  late,  the  dreadful  consequences  of  slighting  Christ,  and 
of  idolizing  the  creature,  whether  ourselves,  or  others,  or 
both,  and  dishonouring  the  great  and  glorious  Creator. 
Oh  what  a  change  has  taken  place !  Where  are  now  the 
eources  of  forbidden. pleasure  which  were  sought  with  such 
ardour,  and  obtained  at  such  expense  ?  They  are  gone,  and 
dried  up  for  ever  !  While  mercy  waited  and  justice  linger** 
^d,  they  were  suffered  to  rove  at  laige ;  and  bow  the  liberty 
they  abused  for  purposes  of  evil  is  gone  for  ever :  God,  their 
gr^t  adversary,  has  permitted  the  officer  death  to  arrest 
them,  and  casi  them  into  that  prison  firom  which  tbey  afaaU. 
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atduMiiMl}  of giiii  Mid  ciiriMify;  of  prido  BXkdre^mg^  etid. 

Th^  ilr«  tiMf»f9m»d  with  8|»res,  boimd  hand  and  foot^ 

Mid  left  id  «iMortlMlEiie8to^  trhore  there  te  wailing  and  gnadi- 

Ing  of  teeth. 

The  wi^^ebod  feinaer  is  renoved  from  all  his  possessions^ 

whether  small  or  great.    If  poor,  he  had,  in  all  probability^ 

none  oiMiifottsstndcOttvenimoes ;  if  rich,  he  had  many ;  li^ 
estates  wcAl  wooded  and  wdtered ;  his  charming  prospects ; 

hie  faoMitifiil  gardens ;  his  flourishing  plantations ;  his  spa- 
cious i^partmente  atid^riegant  furiiiture;  his  expulsive  libra* 
Tj ;  hisTich  dainties ;  his  refined  amusements  ;  his  servants. 
Ills  flacks  and  herds  ;  his  money  t  all  has  Vanished  from 
him  UIr  a  dream ;  and  all  his  tain  hopes  have  disappeai^ed 
as  a  meteor,  ihit  glitters  for  a  moment,  and  dissolves  itself 
'hgain  into  air«  How  wretdied,  p€K>r»  and  tniseraUe  will  he 
find  himsdf  hiaongBt  the  rest  of  those  who  are  banished  from 
^o  glory  ^md  {vesende  6f  <3od ! 

He  is  aepssrated  from  all  his  friends  as  friends ;  they  may 
be  his  companioos  in  that  fiery  world,  bat  friends  they  will 
cease  to  ba^*  What  has  friendship  to  do  in  hell,  where  all 
lire  <*  haiefd  and  hating  one  onodicr  ?"  Wliere  now  are  the 
pdttito  of  pleasiire,  rambling  from  tliea*  homes  in  Hne  pun- 
^ttilS  of  fottf  and  iranity ;  spending  their  plecioiis  moments 
inqRn]|[s,  jest%  and  lailghter ;  trampling  "ubdier  foot  periiaps 
aitfthe  same  tiane  the  sabbodis  of  their  insulted  GoA  i 
Whale  are  thrir  sottish  oompanioim>  who  sat  driiikiog  glasi 
nfter  glass  of  the  intosieating  juice  of  the  grape,  0r  ardeat 
spititB^  as  water ;  talhing  filthily  and  cteoeaoly ;  judgiog 
withmit  meicy  the  follows^  of  the  Lamb ;  pmtingf  dogmas 
deaHy  on  tfat^gioits  traths,  to  flw  ez|^mnee  of  whieh  they 
Weietotal strangers;  basyingthemsehres  in  things  wiiidi  coiv^ 
cerned  tbsm  iioit,  add  ne^ecting  dteir  owti ;  often  epeadiiig 
tile  >|^p€^  ml  otbere  Tilknously  f  foNahlng  their  nmilim^ 
orleaiAng'tbem  to  etnq^gle  with  wants  and  cMicaltieiH^ 
#heia  Ore  they  I  TrembUm,  ^^^  bhrnpheming  ait^imd 
ihila !    No  aihth^  nO  jeatsi  no^ongs ;  so  h\|ttid  Cms  here 
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to  quench  tbMr  thirst,  to  drown  their  careg,  to  dbmifiis  their 
fearS)  or  aUeTiate  their  distress.    No  advice  nor  counsel 
could  succeed  to  give  them  ease,  nor  perhaps  ever  will  be 
given «    No  tale  of  Woe  meets  with  a  sympathising  heart  or 
eye  where  all  feel  intolerable-burdens  of  horror  and  distress. 
No  assistance  can  be  afforded  to  one  another,  nor  any  re* 
gard  paid  to  ea6h  other's  sufferings,  each  having  for  his  share^ 
in  his  own  estimation^  a  world  of  woe  continually  over** 
whelming  him.    Those  who  sinned  together,  and  strength- 
ened each  other  itt  wickedness,  must  be  punished  (ogetiher. 
Oh  most  horrible  place,  where  myriads  of  immortal  beings^ 
full  of  rage,  malice,  and  black  despair,  are  compelled  to  a»* 
sociate,  without  hope  of  reprieve,  or  the  smallest  prospect  of 
relief!    O  ye  that  drink  in  iniquity  like  water,  be  alarmed ; 
turn  to  your  offended  God^  before  he  turns  your  joy  to  sor* 
row,  and  your  day  to  the  gloominess  of  hdlish  night! 
Awake  from  your  fiital  slumbers ;  arise  firom  the  dead,  that 
Christ  may  give  you  light ;  and  fly  with  trembling  haste 
from  the  wrath  to  come,  to  the  extended  arms  of  his  mercy 
and  goodness  I 

He  is  taken  away  from  all  his  seculai"  employments.^- 
Man  being  naturally  an  active  being,  and  compelled  from 
imperiqus  necessity  to  care  and  toil  for  himself  and  others, 
forms  such  habits  of  industry,  that  idleness  becomes  to  him 
one  of  the  most  irksome  things  in  the  world.  The  common 
callings  and  professions  of  life  engage  the  thoughts,  and  while 
they  rescue  the  mind  from  many  cares  and  burdens,  keep  it 
from  the  pursuits  of  evil  and  mischief,  towards  which  it  is 
apt  to  incline,  when  not  suitably  employed.  On  these  prin* 
ciples,  how  much  to  be  deplored  is  the  state  of  damnation, 
where  no  such  employments  are  found  as  are  suitable  to  ei- 
ther body  or  mind  I  No  more  are  their  thought^)  occupied 
with  the  cultivation  of  their  fields  or  gardens ;  the  enlarge- 
ment or  improvement  of  their  lands  and  estates ;  in  the  erec- 
tion of  large  or  elegant  buildings ;  by  speculations  in  trade 
and  commerce ;  fortunate  bargains ;  the  accumulating  of 
wealth ;  their  voyages  and  travels ;  political  debs^tes^  hear- 

2   L 
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10^  and  tdiing  Bome  new  dung ;  or  hi  conaCattt  toO,  as  ia 
the  case  of  the  poor  mechanic,  the  hireling,  and  the  dave : 
no ;  these  things  have  passed  away,  and  nothing  can  divert 
the  wmd  flrom  its  misery :  no  sleep  lolls  its  troubles  into 
fbrgetlttlness ;  no  emplojnmt  proves  an  antidote  to  its  mi* 
aeries ;  no  speeolations  or  contrivances  cause  it  to  forget  its. 
situation ;  no  agreeaUe  changes  of  day  and  night  soften 
its  anguidi ;  all  is  dreaiy  and  melancholy.    Lost  souls  are 
bound  in  chains  of  darkness,  and  remain  a  continual  prey  to 
fear,  grief,  and  bitter  reflection.    O,  ye  who  are  carried 
away  with  the  inordinate  love  of  gaii»*-who  rise  early  to 
eat  the  bread  of  care  and  sorrow*"Who  late  take  rest  to  in- 
crease your  stores :  stop  a  litde,  ye  men*  of  the  world,  who 
scarcely  leave  room  in  your  thoughts  for  God  and  etenuty  ; 
stop  a  little  and  reflect ;  say  not,  ^  I  have  no  time  for  reli- 
gion,* for  many  are  religious  who  have  to  attend  to  business 
as  well  as  you.    You  have  time,  if  you  would  improve  it ; 
and  you  will  be  without  excuse  before  God,  if  you  do  not. 
Deadi  will  find  you  out,  and  then  what  will  this  world  be 
to  you  r    It  was  neglecting  conversion  that  brought  these 
evils  upon  these  lovers  of  the  world ;  and,  if  you  tread  in 
their  steps,  you  will  doubtless  share  the  same  dreadful 
fate. 

He  that  loses  his  soul  loses  all  his  pfermnrf.-— Oh  what  a 
bitter  cup  is  that  mixed  Amt  the  ungodly,  which  contains  not 
the  smallest  drop  of  comfort  or  of  pleasure !  To  be  depriv- 
ed of  that  which  so  largely  engrossed  their  souls,  how  will 
they  bear  the  thought  ?  Bear  it,  however,  they  must,  for 
<^  all  joy  with  them  is  dark»ied,*'*and  all  their  past  delights 
have  no  other  eflSsct  than  to  increase  their  pains.  What 
now  is  become  of  their  musical  entertainments,  which  re- 
galed the  ear  and  charmed  the  soul  ?  Where  are  the  dain- 
ties and  delicious  fore  of  their  banquets,  their  choice  wines^ 
their  fine  flavoured  firuits ;  and  all  that  pleased  the  taste, 
and  satisfied  the  artificial  epicurean  appetite  ?  In  what  light 
do  they  now  view  their  nightly  revels  ;  their  masquerades 
and  dancing  aasemUies,  which  filled  their  imaginations  with 
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little  eke  than  lascivimisness^  and  roused  tlie  fiereest  pas-^ 
61006  of  their  nature,  by  contact  with  those  whom  Tirtae 
and  deeencj  would  teai^  them  to  shun  ?  Where  are  aow 
the  sports  of  the  field ;  the  pleasures  of  the  chace^  the  race* 
ground,  or  the  barbarous  and  blasphemous  shouts  of  the 
lorers  of  cruel  and  bloody  scenes  ?  Whither  has  all  the 
mirth  springing  from  theatrical  lepresmitations  fled ;  and 
all  the  morality  which  such  performances  were  fidsely  said 
to  inspiro^-whither  is  H  gone  ?  Can  no  gmmiiig>»table  be 
found ;  no  spas  be  pointed  out,  that  suitable  companions 
may  be  had;  no  entertaining  novels  to  amuse;  no  new 
scenes  to  attract  cwiosity  ?  No  t  there  is  nothing  of  all 
this :  the  accursed  slaves  of  pride,  passion,  and  pleasure, . 
doomed  to  welter  in  everlasting  sorrow,  are  deprived  b£  all. 
Nor  will  they  be  permitted  to  derive  any  pleasure  from  the 
streams  of  learning  and  phitos(y|Ay,  of  prose  or  poetry,  or 
from  any  source  whatever.  Oh,  had  their  time  been  spent 
in  fulfilling  the  designs  of  providence-**in  improving  their 
minds  in  useful  knowledge  and  piety — ^in  acts  of  kindness 
and  beneficence — ^in  copying  the  example  of  the  Son  of  God, 
they  would  h^ve  been  more  happy  while  in  time,  and  never 
have  experienced  these  dire  calamities  !*  O,  let  the  living 
take  warning,  and  learn  the  nature  of  conversion,  that  they, 
turning  to  God  and  accepting  his  nkercy,  may  escape  these 
things,  and  stand  befiMre  the  Son  of  man  with  confidence  and 

Some  who  are  poor  may  imagine,  that  because  they  have 
not  the  means  of  thus  following  the  world,  therefoii^  they 
shall  never  undergo  such  punishments :  hut  this  is  dangerous 
reasoning ;  for  the  reason  why  they  do  noi^  is  not  because 
they  zDOttld  noty  but  because  they  eannai.  We  see,  as  far  as 
they  can,  they  pnrsue  the  same  courses  of  lewdness,  int^- 
perance,  and  folly ;  and  he  who  takes  the  wiU  to  do  good  in 
his  own  people  when  the  means  are  not  afforded  for  the  deed^ 
and  rewards  them  accordingly,  will  do  the  same  fay  the  wick- 
ed ill  their  sin  and  punishment.    . 

Thus,  all  that  the  unregenerate  ara  apt  to  glory  in ;  all 
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respeetaVility  of  duuracter ;  all  agreeable  conTertation  and 
company ;  all  pleasurea  and  aniusenients ;  and,  in  short,  all 
that  can  confer  happiness,  divert  sorrow,  and  remove  an* 
guish  and  pain,  are  gone  for  ever.  Oh  the  folly,  the  mad« 
ness  of  setting  the  affections  on  things  below,  and  rebelling 
against  Ood  and  his  Christ,  till  he  swares  in  his  wrath  that 
such  diall  not  enter  into  his  rcist!  O  sinner,  b^re  that 
oath  passes  his  lips,  fly  to  that  blood  that  speaketh  better 
things  than  the  blood  of  Abel,  that  thou  mayest  never  be* 
come  the  prey  of  devouring  fire ! 

3.  The  lass  of  all  sphriUuU  good* — ^This  loss  will  be  greater 
than  the  former,  it  being  a  greater  proof  of  the  obstinacy  and 
ingratitude  of  the  sinner ;  and  which  consequently  will  be 
attended  with  as  much  greater  punishment,  as  the  grace  of. 
Ood  is  better  than  the  perishable  thinga  of  this  life.  Some, 
indeed,  do  not  hesitate  to  affirm,  that  many  never  had  the 
true  means  of  salvation  offered  them :  thb,  however,  is  such 
a  flat  contradiction  of  the  truth  of  God,  and  such  an  im« 
peachment  of  his  mercy  and  goodness,  that  it  has  long  been 
matter  of  astonishment  to  me  how  men  who  pn^ss  the 
smallest  regard  for  the  honour  of  God  have  dared  to  utter 
it !  The  prejudices  of  education,  fondness  for  a  party,  and 
ignorance  of  the  scriptures  and  the  power  of  God,  have  led 
some  into  strange  absurdities  and  contradictions ;  vet,  into 
few  greater  than  such  an  opinion  as  |his,  whieh,  under  pre* 
tence  of  magnifying  his  sovereignty,  secretly  charges  him 
with  cruelty,  as  the  sole  author  of  their  destruction ;  for  if 
placed  by  him  in  such  circumstances  that  they  could  not 
possibly  be  saved,  then,  certainly  thare  is  no  remedy  ;  they 
must  be  lost,  and  they  ought  not  to  be  blamed  for  what  they 
could  not  avoid.  How  widely  different  do  the  scriptores 
speak !  They  indeed  teach  us  that  God  dispenseth  his  &• 
vours  where  and  how  he  pleases ;  that  he  bestows  his  ta* 
Jeitfs  in  difiierent  proportions  among  his  servants  as  seemeth 
him  good ;  that  he  has  mercy  on  whom  he  will  have  mercy^ 
and  whom  he  will  he  hardeneth,  which  is  just  and  true ;  bat 
it  is.iiieitber  true  nor  just  tp  infer  tha$  he  is  not  <^  goo4  to 
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all/'  becaufie  he  bestows  greater  &Tour8  and  priYikges  ttp# 
on  some  than  he  does  upon  others.  Nor  is  he  nnjust  in 
taking  vengeance  on  those  persons  on  whom  he  had  confer* 
red  grace,  when  they  ^^  received  it  in  vain,''  or  ^<  turned  it 
into  lasciviousness."  We  are  th^e  given  to  understand  the 
gr^t  regard  which  God  hath  for  the  work  of  his  hands,  in 
such  universal  terms  as  to  shew  that  he  caies  for  all,  and 
despises  none  but  the  wilfully  disobedient  that  refisse  his 
mercj. 

He  claims  all  as  his  own.  ^^  AH  souk  are  mine/'  said  he, 
by  Ezekiel ;  and  St.  Paul  informs  us,  that  <^  he  giveth  to  all 
life,  and  breath,  and  all  things ;  and  hath  made  of  <H|e  blood 
all  natioQs  of  men  for  to  dwell  on  lUl  the  &ce  pf  the 
earth/' 

His  providmee  appoints  their  rituation,  as  most  prorao« 
tive  of  their  salvation :  he  ^^  hath  determined  the  times  be- 
fore appointed,  and  the  bounds  of  their  habitation,  that  they 
should  seek  the  Lord — and  find  him/' 

He  supports  their  persons  by  his  great  power.  '^  He  is 
not  far  from  every  one  of  us — for  in  him  we  live,  and  move^ 
and  have  our  being." 

His  law  is  binding  iqpon  all,  for  all  are  said  to  have  sin* 
ned ;  which  could  not  be  the  case  if  they  w^re  not  under  it» 
fiince  where  thece  is  no  law  there  is  ^o  transgression,  and 
Christ '  redeemed  those  that  were  under  the  law ;  tl^t  is, 
he  died  for  aU,  that  aU  might  live  to  him  that  died  for 
them  and  rose  again. 

^^  God*— commandeth  all  men  every  where  to  repent,  be* 
cause  he  hath  appointed  a  day  in  which  he  will  judge  the 
world  in  righteousness,"  as  the  wicked  themselves  shall  a<^ 
knowledge,  though  they  know  no  more  than  thsy  now  know; 
yet  there  is  reason  to  conclude  th€y  will  know'  much  more 
of  God's  proceedings^  and  of  their  own  actions  than  they  do 
at  present. 

John  the  baptist  came  to  bear  witness  of  the  true  Light, 
that  all  men  through  him  might  believe. 

The  true  Light  lighteth  erer^  man  th#t  cometh  into  tii# 
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worU  t  ud  tli#  graM  of  God  wMeh  bringetli  galTation  hatli 
mfpemited  lo  M  noii.  As  what  is  here  produced  is  suffei* 
eDt  far  mj  piif|io6e,  1  forbear  producing^  other  scriplares 
which  declare  the  aniversality  of  f^race,  or  firoai  which  it 
aiight  be  easilf  inferred :  these  prove  that  such  as  are  doom- 
ed to  the  punishraeiit  of  eyerkstkig  Ike,  once  had  grace  in  a 
lower  or  higher  degree ;  that  is,  they  were  the  objects  of 
DiTiae  aserej^  and  had  the  neeessaiy  aids  aflbrded  them  to 
escape  from  hell  beneath  to  heaven  above.  Thej,  there* 
fiMOy  who  perish  will  acquit  their  Judge,  and  condemn 
themselvea:  but  whatever  privileges  thej  enjoyed  on  earth — 
whatever  grace  was  shewn  them,  tiiey  are  now  destitute  of 
all;  the  salt  that  was  in  them  has  lost  its  savour ;  the  light 
is  become  darkness ;  the  neglected  talent  is  taken  away-and 
given  to  another ;  the  pardon  is  tsken  ftom  the  debtor  that 
proved  so  merefless  to  his  fellow ;  the  crown  is  completely 
fidleR  from  the  sinner's  head,  and  his  name  for  ever  Motled 
from  the  book  of  life. 

The  regions  of  hell  never  resonnd  with  the  joy  fill  news  of 
pardon  from  the  Mps  of  God's  ambassadors ;  they  hear  no 
more  of  warnings  or  promises  •;  no  more  calb  to  repentance, 
or  invitatioos  to  the  rich  banquets  of  redeeming'love :  no 
ordinances  or  sabbaths  inviting  them  io  draw  near  to  God; 
BO  strivfaig  of  the  ^irit ;  no  oifers  of  grace ;  no  jeyfid 
songs  of  praise :  they  see  no  more  baptisms  to  remind  theia 
of  their  obligations  to  serve  God ;  no  more  symbolic  repre- 
sentations of  dying  love ;  no  more  public  assemblies  of  the 
saints  to  induce  them  to  choose  the  better  part.  Woe  unto 
Ihem,  for  they  have  sinned,  and  refused  to  be  converted^ 
healed,  and  saved.  The  remembrance  of  these  circum- 
stances  ;  of  the  advantages  they  enjoyed  ;  and*  the  mercy 
that  was  oflbved,  will  pierce  them  to  the  very  bottom  cS 
their  souls.  Bom  of  christian  parents ;  educated  in  a  chris** 
tian  land ;  attended  perhaps  the  gospel  ministry,  but  obeyed 
it  not,  and  perished  after  all :  iHmt  wiH  be  their  views  and 
feelings  i  Their  harvest  is  past ;  their  summer  is  ended,  ne« 
f  er,  never  more  to  return^  and  all  their  hopes  are  perished  I 
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4.  T^e  hss  nf  eternal  good. — ^It  appears  by  what  is  re- 
corded in  the  gospel,  that  thoagh  there  is  a  gulph  placed 
between  heaven  and  hell,  which  by  an  irreversible  decree 
of  the  Almighty  is  impassible  even  to  spirits  themselves, 
still  the  wicked  will  by  some  means  behold  the  hononrs  and 
happiness  of  the  saints.  They  will  behold  the  persons' 
whom  once  they  despised  and  persecuted,  glorified  and 
made  like  unto  their  exalted  Redeemer.  They  will  view 
them  placed  at  his  table  in  his  kingdom,  served  by  his  own 
handy  and  enjoying  in  his  presence  the  heights  and  depthi 
of  happiness.  They  will  see  'the  glories  of  the  heavenly 
Jerusalem,  to  which  they  were  invited,  but  r^sed  to  come. 
How  will  it  overwhelm  them  with  sluune  and  confiision  i0 
reflect  for  what  trifles  they  forfeited  their  hopes  of  this  bles* 
sed  inheritance!  We  may  suppose  that  some  such  like  Ian* 
guage  as  this  will  drop  from  their  lips.  ^  O  ye  bright 
realms  of  happiness  and  glory,  I  see  you  from  afar,  I  behold 
your  unnumbered  multitudes  arrayed  in  the  snow-white 
garments  of  immortality,  and  crowned  with  joy  and  glad- 
ness; I  conceive  somewhat  of  the  vast  rewards  of  piety,  and 
the  bounty  of  your  God;  1  see,  I  know,  I  reflect,  and  that 
is  all;  your  pleasures  I  must  never  taste — your  honours  I 
must  never  prove.  Could  these  dolorous  regions  afford  a 
substitute  for  this  loss,  it  would  be  tolerable ;  could  we  find 
a  remedy  for  our  gne%  this  banishment  ifrom  your  pure 
light  might  be  borne;  but.  Oh,  no  substitute  is  found  for  the 
loss  of  such  felicity;  the  utmost  stretch  and  rack  of  inven* 
tion  can  ever  find  the  means  to  extract  the  envenomed  sting 
of  death  that  torments  the  soul!  O  sin,  what  didst  thou 
promise,  and  what  hast  thou  performed !  Well  had  it  been 
for  me  that  I  had  never  been  born.  Useless  thought!  I 
must  now  reap  ages  without  end  the  bitter  fruits  of  my  fol^' 
]y ;  and  where  I  might  have  enjoyed  the  delights  of  heaven 
I  am  doomed  to  the  torments  of  hell.* 

Oh  how  great  will  this  loss  appear  by  comparison !  Sin* 
ners  boast  of  their  sinful  pleasures;  but  what  are  they,  and 
from  whence  do  they  spring?    They  are  perhaps  the  result 
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of  tM  im^obug  pusions,  the  unbridled  appethes,  or  the 
successfiil  miicliieTOUBiiefls  of  a  corrupt  hearty  aad  have  per-* 
hapf  their  origin  in  Satanie  delusions.  And  what  i%  their 
duration?  It  is  momenlarji  Religion  has  its  pleasuresi 
which  aie  as  lasting  as  itself;  and  both  it  and  them  have 
God  for  their  author.  Heaven  has  its  pleasures,  and  these 
are  unbounded  as  our  wishes,  and  lasting  as  etemitf« 
What  more  than  fools  and  madmen  then,  are  those  Who,  to 
obtain  a  momentary  gratification,  will  forfeit  the  pleasures 
of  piety  on  earth,  and  the  eternal  enjoyment  of  all  the  hap« 
piness  of  heaven?  The  damned  will  feel  this  argument  ia 
alL  its  ibrce,  and  wish  a  thousand  times,  though  all  in  vain, 
'  that  they  hsid  chosen  to  ^^  suffer  affliction  with  the  people  of 
God,*'  that  they  might  have  shared  with  them  the  rest  and 
happiness  of  h^ven.  Thus  we  see  that  they  have  lost 
much,  and  have  not  gained  even  the  shadow  of  good;  and 
this  should  be  a  warning  to  all  the  camaUy*minded,  not  to 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  him  that  speaketh  to  them  fitNn  heaven ; 
but  turn  to  him  immediately,  lest  his  anger  be  kindled 
Ugainst  them,  and  they  perish  from  the  right  way;  for  then 
no  ransom  will  deliver  them. 

I  now  proceed  to  shew  those  actual  punishments  that  wilL 
be  inflicted  on  the  impenitent  workers  of  iniquity,  as  the' 
wages  doe  to  their  crimes ;  some  of  which  seem  to  belong  to 
the  body,  and  others  to  the  soul;  though,  properly  spMik* 
ing,  it  is  the  soul  that  feels  all  the  weight  of  woe  and  suffer* 
ing.  This  will  appear  from  the  nature  of  the  punishmenta 
which  apply  to  the  one  and  to  the  other;  and  Oh  that  nrither 
I  nor  my  readers  may  ever  feel  by  experience  the  heavy 
hand  of  the  incensed  Majesty  of  heaven!  for  it  will  fell  witli 
deadly  weight  upon  the  heads  of  the  wicked  at  last.  The 
things  we  are  to  consider  are  the  place  appointed  for  their 
punishment,  the  company,  the  punishments  themselves,  and 
their  duration. 

1.  7%«  place  of  puniihmenL — ^It  is  called  a  prison,  1  Pet. 

9;  and  the  scripture  represents  it  as  exceedingly  capa-^ 

^otts,  Prov.  xxvii.  SO;  and  so  indeed  it  must  be,  sincotho. 


••• 
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tie  triiy,  fbat  l^«ffi  to  deM^uetiori,  aad  m^y  there  he 
#Mdl  gaf  ki  fhere&t.*^  A  ptis&a  i6  difvfibsed  states  denotes  it 
f^Bte  Wher^  debtors  asM  ^f itiiilttilii  arte  toitflaed,  and  dej^riy-A 
id  0^  tlU>de  priffles^  WbAch  are  enjoys  hf  the  citizeil^a( 
hsge;  aftd  UgfeneTdtf  i^tf^dlM  as  an  ahcbmfertable  and 
d^^ding  siliiatiDii,  esp^ifeiUy  whea  th^  persons  incareerat-^ 
id  ^ere  are  dboriied  to  pei^tual  eonfittement,  or  certaiii 
deAth:  bat  it  isf  naMtri  for  us  to  cMclude  that,  dreadful  an<f 
gloomy  ae  fiMiiiy  eaiftUy  prisons  aM,  Ae  place  appointied  by 
Mtfite  J^stit^  tot  fte  ptmislimeitt  6F  {he  wicked  is  muctf 
IMt^  direadfeL  When  o^e^  the  b^ts  of  ib  everlasting  gated 
are  shot,  by  the  uVtogtiig  hand  6f  Jehovah^  whidi  no  creAi 
fiAr^  can  resist j  they  will  be  furHted  back  no  more;  the  gate^ 
#111  iteter  be  opened  i^m.  f'rom'fliSs  period  Aat  fhey  aref 
^  Ai^M  doWA  tb'  hel),"^  Ih^  pi«ospei^  thenceforward  are" 
lound#d  Vf  Ate  Itfippassablfr  bartiers  ot  their  prison;  those' 
£6{ly  lA^aBi,  Oil^  w;^^  pfti't  <^  Whieh  may  be  supposed  to  hef 
diettply  6njg;raven  ike  coht^hts  of  the  prophet'9  roB,  ^^  lament* 
ftftions,'  and  moioming,'  a^  wOe."  Such  as  mte  immured  iir 
^rflily  prisonef,  mdateholy  afir  their  sRiiatSon  is,  finequentl/ 
ftild  meAmr  to  amikse  tiemsdres,  and  very  often  hope  cornea^ 
to  their  iMbtan6e,  to  gSd  the  g^oomintess  of  their  cells  and' 
dungeons ;  (bey  also  experience  the  effects  of  friendship  or' 
benevolencb,  by  which  fiidny  comforts  are  obtained.  In  hdX 
the  case  is  widetjr  df ffereiit ;  no*  traces  of  hnman,  angelic,  ol^ 
divine  philanthropy,  lire  ever  seen-^^-oflfectibn  is  unknown 
-^ope  never  pays  a  sibgle  visit-^-^uid  nothing  ever  creates 
a  smfle  on  any  countenance,  or  diffuses  cheerfhlness  through 
flfny  heart.  The  beauties  and  varieties  of  nature ;  the  brig^ 
lumidary  of  day;  ttie  moon  walking  inr  brightness,  and 
afll  the  lights  of  heaven;  the  change  of  seasons,  and' all  such 
objects  as  please  the  eye,  ai^  extinguished;  and  nothing  is 
found  in  this  prison-  of  sorrow  to  supply  the  loss.  The  eyes 
of  the  ^iits  are  charmed  with  nobler  olgeets,  and  their  per^ 
sDhs  are  surrounded  with  greater  j^ory  than  the  material 
son  cpdd  ever  iihpart  to  them;  but  not  One  ray  of  light 
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from  God  or  his  works  will  ever  penetrate  the  darlaaess  of 
this  horrible  dungeon.    What  light  maj  issue  from  the  un« 
*  gijenchable  flames  we  know  not:  probably  there^may  be  suA 
(cient  just  to  discover  their  own  situation^  and  that  of  those 
who  endure  the  same  torment.    And  is  it  not  just  that  they 
who  loved  the  darkness  of  siS)  ignorance,  prejudice^  and  er- 
ror; that  followed  the  Prince  of  darkness;  brought  forth 
the  fruit,  mid  worked  the  Works  of  darknesg ;  hated  the  light 
of  (ruth,  wisdom,  and  goodness,  and  would  not  come  to  tha 
light ;  that  they  should  be  deprived  of  every  single  beam  of 
cheering  light,  and  surrounded  with  horrible  darkness,  with 
this  palpable  night  ?    Some  of  these  wretched  priscmers  once 
inhabited  uncomfortable  cottages,  and  others  splendid  pa* 
laces;  but  whether  they  practised  wicl^edness*in  rags,  or  in 
richest  robes,  they  are  awiiilly  fallen^  the  homeliness  of  the 
one,  and  the  elegancies  of  the  other,  come  to  fought;  their 
f^  names  are  covered  with  darkness;'*  and  in  this. region  of 
darkness  they  must  taste  the  sweetness  of  hope  and  liberty 
no  more*    In  vain  they  cry  out,  '  O  wretched  men  that  we 
arc  t    Who  shall  deliver  uff  from  this  infernal  prison  ?'    The 
answer  is  invariably  the  same,  ^  None  can  deliver.'    The 
power  of  utter  darkness  pervades  the  place,  and  its  sorrow- 
ful inhabitants.    Oh  that  all  who  read  these  lines,  may  fer- 
vently prey  while  there  is  hope,  that  God  may  visit  them 
with  his  light  and  truth,  that  by  a  thorough  conversion 
of  their  natures  to  himself  they  may  be  kept  from  ever 
going  into  this  dismal  place  of  torment  1 
;.  S.  The  company. — These  are  the  devils,  and  all  the  finally 
impenitent.    Let  us  begin  with  the  former;  and  by  the  light 
of  scr^ure  we  shall  soon  see  what  a  grievous  circumstance 
it  must  necessarily  be  to  be  confined  with  such  fallen  and 
iiccurscd  creatures.    These  diabolical  beings  are  represented 
as  forming  a  kind  of  kingdom,  of  which  Satan,  or  Beelze- 
bub, is  the  head,  and  to  which  the  others  in  some  way  sub- 
mit, either  from  some  remains  of  greatness  in  him,  or  by  ge- 
nend  consent,  for  the  better  effecting  of  their  hellish  pur- 
poses, Luke  xi.  18.    But  whatever  orders  or  degreeS|  prin- 
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cipalities  or  powers,  may  exist  among  them,  they  are  alto*^ 
gether,  without  exception,  abandoned  to  wickediiess,  oppos* 
ed  to  holiness,  and  haters  of  mankind.    They  fell  under 
condemnation  at  first  through  ^ride,  tempted  the  first  hap- 
py pair  firom  envjfy  and  are  filted  with  cruel  and  malicious 
devices,  as  we  see  in  the  case  of  Job,  of  the  woman  who  was 
bent  double  for  eighteen  yeftrs,  and  in  those  who  are  said  to 
have  been  grievously  vexed  by  them.    They  are  called  un^ 
ckan,  as  being  utterly  immoral  in  their  nature,  and  promot- 
ing it  as  much  as  possible  in  others.    They  are  full  of  lies 
nnd  fidsehood^  and  opposed  to  truth  and  goodness  to  the  ut- 
"termost.    They  are  considered  as  possessed  of  great  powers 
and  are  called  tormentors,  probably  as  being  appointed  the 
.executioners  of  God's  wrath  upon  the  uitgodly;  for  having 
*  submitted  to  these  powers  of  darkness,  and  done  the  will 
and  works  of  these  their  infernal  lords,  Ephes.  ii.  2.    They 
are  therefore  now  necessitated  to  repiain  their  subjects, 
whose  yoke  and  service  they  chose;  and  whatever  infinite 
Justice  may  appoint,  or  permit  these  merciless  potentates  to 
inflict,  will  be  heaped  upon  them  to  the  full. 

Who  is  able  tq  conceive  the  greatness  of  this  punishment? 
Who  can  now  bear  the  thought  of  being  confined  in  the 
same  prison  with  such  traitors  and  rebels  as  these,  inihe 
mists  and  blackness  of  darkness,  which  are  mere  shadows  of 
their  infinitely  darker  minds?  To  hear  the  strokes  of  Om- 
nipotent vengeance  foiling  npoi;i  these  most  guilty  fonien- 
tors  of  strife  and  all  evil;  and  to  hear  their  hellish  cries, 
groans,  and  blasphemies  succeed;  and  to  feel  the  weight  of 
their  rage  in  return,  in  endeavouring  to  fly  from  their  own 
misery,  by  inflicting  as  much  misery  as  possible  on  others! 
How  will  they  insult  them  for  their  folly  and  madness  in  re- 
jecting the  Son  of  God — cheating  their  souls  by  various  de- 
lusions— ^rejecting  the  oJEfers  of  mercy — and  prefering  the 
toys  of  the  world  to  the  riches  of  grace,  and  the  mansions  of 
'  glory!  Beside,  we  know  not  whether  these  infemaLspirits 
may  not  be.  permitted  to  possess  those  that  are  eternally  se- 
parated firom  the  Divine  mercy  in  a  similar,  or  in  a  much 
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worse  maiwer,  tkm  they  jKMi<w»ed  Of  bodUas  ^f  Mmdrf  pier^ 
eons  in  this  world.  How  shoclung  jb  4ie  tin^vgbjt  I  B^t  whe* 
ther  it  be  60  or  not,  to  be  conipetted  to  dwdl  with  ibe«fl^ 
who  by  every  nmuM  ip  tfieir  power,  ep4  by  OFeiy  temiMbilto^ 
and  suggestion  they  could  mi^j  ondeavoiired  to  brii^  thei^ 
to  this  world  of  woe,  and  at  last  8ttecee4^d  in  their  infiwnal 
designs;  Oh,  with  what  honor  and  unabatji^  rage  aniet 
they  regard  them !  Le.t  ue  suppose  a  r^iprobato  refleeling  on 
this  circttmsft^ce,  and  addressing  hfanerif  to  these  malevo^ 
lent  angels ;  what  kind  of  language  may  we  suppose  wouU 
be  used  on  this  occasion  ?    We  know  not,  it  is  readily  grant* 
ed,  after  what  manner  they  may  ocmverse;  bat  we  mwt 
epeak  according  to  our  eoaceptious  as  men.    If  so,  wa  mey 
euppose  something  lik/s  the  fbUowiag:  ^O,  ye  mnrderone 
and  accursed  spirits,  was  it  pat  enough  that  ye  had  broi^ght 
yourselves  i^pder  condeasnation,  but  you  mu^  lay  ten  thoo? 
sand  snares  to  entangle  ua,  and  bring  us  under  the  same  bit* 
ter  anathema,  and  expose  us  to  all  this  vengaaace?    If  niy 
prayer  could  reach  heaven,  I  would  pray  that  the  ierceat 
bolts  of  eternal  vengeanice  might  be  hwM  at  ympr  imj^F 
Otts  and  detestable  persons."    With  what  tauats  pight  we 
not  suppose  they  woipl^  reply,  ^  Fmroe  you  we  could  not, 
tempt  you  we  did,  and  glery  that  we  succeeded.    Tboa  fjt# 
wretch,  who  presuiaest  to  call  us  te  ap  aceoupt  fi>r  ear  wiek* 
edness,  and  wicked  indeed  we  are,  yet  wouU'Mwib  tQ  bens 
vUe  and  ungratsfiil  as  thou  hast  been.    We  had  po  Sainour 
appointed  for  us;  but  thou  hast  h«d  one,  apd  theo  hast  dbv 
idedhim!    HeshednobkKKlfor  us;  itwasibrtheeheUei 
and  died;  and  thou  hast  trampled  under  leot  that  pte^iepa 
Uood  as  a  commop  thipg,  which,  if  beKeved  in,  won)d  hav# 
vansomed  thee  from  the  damnation  which  IhoH  mnal  fter^ 
nally  endure.   The  spirit  of  grace  pefer  ati^ire  with  us;  bpl 
he  has  strove  with  thee,  by  his  mimstera,  aid  by  a  variety  of 
other  means;  and  thou  hast  grieved,  qpenebed,  apd  irimm 
him  from  thee;  and  he  is  fled,  never,  perertqr^Miip I   Jho^ 
wonldst  not  helierej  aad  fow  than  ait  kd  •  ptey  tp  peifiN 
tpal  torment^*' 


STie  coo^ldv  ?rM  ^iifi#  baATfe  dpo^  ui#dr  iW  p^irer  of  i^t 
IRfif  e«w  passtWy  and  in  deapei^^i^  casps,  a^  anij  supy^^^f 
that  t^  bpdies  af  jthe  fjaoiaed  are  so  cQiiatk|4efi  that  ti^ 
^rill  l^va  ]u>  mQre  feeling  or  ^Svc^  ftf  p^fi^a  than  v^  h^» 
DOW,  the  kaowle^ge  and  yjfe^  tbegr  bave  pf  esiett  Q|t]K9r  will 
greatly  iocrease  their  sornnr;  but  aappaaiqg;  tliej  ^boulj 
have  much  more,  and  I  am  ippUned  to  believe  it^  ijffiu  we 
fnust  admit  a  pr<^r)ti0«able  .degrw  of  fKXfww  ^  ffliguidli 
to  them  all.  WiUi  what  looks  will  Aey  r^ixA  thote  who 
irere  their  companiooe  in  sin,  who  fyrsi  tempted  tjhepi  to  it, 
etrengthened  or  confiraied  them  in  Ul  What  cutting  upbreidw 
ings  of  each  other,  and  wl|at  keen  ret^orta  I  Whatever  iotimacj 
Bttbsisted  amongst  them  whili9  on  ^arth,  it  ip  all  di3Bolv#d» 
The/  that  fieasted  together,  must  bugger  together;  thi|t 
q^ted,  laughed,  jested,  sung,  and  gamed  t^g^ther,  must 
aaw  weep,  sigh,  and  groan  togetb^.  Nqw  imi  or  wiU  afi* 
^rd  the  smallest  assistance,  or  discoyer  the  Jewt  eo|npas« 
Slop  toward  <wh  ot]^6r»  None  will  le^d  the  burthens  of 
others,  bewg  anost  bfayilj  oppressed  with  bitf  oWf  Maajr 
perseewjtora  eoiitrivied  several  severe  aod  dreadful  ppu^isb^ 
meats  |br  Gi>d*s  servants,  whicAk  will  be  retaliated  here;  and 
ikff  thaU  be  witnesses  to  eaeb  other  of  the  r igbteaus  jadgi^ 
mmi»$  of  God)  in  the  vumy  aad  various  tortures  thej  are 
made  ta  eadare  tjptm  tba  devil?  and  one  another^  Hoar  lyill 
tbo  liarea  fira  of  their  anger  break  Ibrtb  iata  onopatroled 
mdoasS)  aad  audaeioi^  insolrace  against  thair  hdilish  com* 
pmioBs,  agaiast  themselves,  aad  agaiast  their  God^  thoiigh 
it  shauld  iay<4?e  tham  ia  more  bitter  ciarees^  aad  slid^  them 
deeper  ia  tfcwr  aMatiasl  What  a  drat^Uiil  piatiane  dtoes  thf 
seriptare  draw  of  tba^e  <<  wbo  did  «ot  lih»  to  letein  God  ia 
their  kaawledgs/*  aad  ware  c^yea  u|^  by  Un^  as  a  paaish* 

ment,  ^^  to  a  reprobate  mind,  to  do  those  things  which  are 

not  eaaraaiaatft  being  fillad  with  a0  mmgi^u^^mm;  forai- 
fatiM)  webedaai%  aavetouipass,  meli^^isoooo,  eavj,  aiar* 
4er>  debata»  (hf»%  aialigaUjF»  whisperers^  baad^itMrs^  hatora 
af  Qa4»  daipi>ato^>  |»wi^  )a>^fl*f^  ipTwtMiaf  aril  th«ff» 
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disobedient  to  parents,  without  understanding,  covenant 
breakers,  without  natural  affection,  unmerciful,  and  conten- 
tious." Again:  ^'The  unrighteous  shall  not  inherit  tiie 
kingdom  of  God — neither  fornicators,  nor  idolaters,  nor 
adulterers,  nor  effeminate,  nor  abusers  of  themselves  with 
mankind,  nor  thieves,  nor  covetous,  nor  drunkards,  nor  re* 
vilers,  nor  extortioners  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God/* 
Once  more :  ^^  The  fearful  and  unbelieving,  the  abominable, 
and  murderers,  whoremongers,  and  sorcerersy  idolaters,  and 
all  liars,  shall  have  their  part  in  the  lake  that  bumeth  with 
lire  and  brimstone.**  In  this  dead  sea,  all  the  froth,  filth, 
and  dregs  of  the  world  meet:  all  the  streams  of  evil,  drawn 
from  this  polluted  earth,  pour  their  ctmtents  here,  and  here 
are  lost.  Let  us  reflect  on  this  for  a  moment,  and  ask  our* 
selves  whether  such  a  company  as  this,  humanlj  speaking, 
is  not  a  sufficient  hell,  if  there  were  neither  mental  nor  cor- 
poreal punishments  inflicted?  What  a  place,  from  whence 
grace,  virtue,  and  goodness,  are  for  ever  banished!  What 
can  be  expected  but  jars,  discord,  confusion,  tumult,  recrimi- 
nation, hatred,  disgust,  cursing,  brawling,  and  evety  thing 
evil,  both  in  kind,  mixture,  and  extent  ?  The  seducer  and 
seduced;  the  propagators  of  ^^  damnable  doctrines,''  and 
their  deluded  followers  *  and  all  that  obejed  not  the  truth, 
but  obeyed  unrighteousness ;  all  to  whom  ^^  God  renders  in- 
dignation, wrath,  tribulation,  and  anguish,  meet  at  last  to- 
gether, ftnd  must  remain  so,  never  more  to  be  separated. 
Oh  what  a  meeting — to  be  punished ;  to  wage  eternal  war, 
and  to  plunge  each  other  in  deeper  perdition !  Dreadfiil 
state,  dreadfol  place,  apd  dreadful  company !  O  all  unre- 
generate  souls,  hearken  to  the  voice  of  Divine  wisdom,  es- 
cape for  your  lives  ttam  this  horrid  place,  look  not  bdiind 
you,  escape  to  the  arms  of  infinite  mary,  lest  you  be  con- 
sumed ! 

S.  The  severe  punishment  of  sense. — ^The  body  will  be  pu- 
nished fay  its  various  senses  being  c<)ntinually  exercised 
with  all  the  severity  of  pain  and  anguisL  The  eye^  whieb 
were  not  satisfied  with  seeing,  that  rovfed  in  pwBuit  of  ob- 


Chop.  5.]  MOTIVES  TO  CONVERSION.   -  27^ 

jeclB  to  gratify  a  criintiial  curiosity,  and  to  futnisb  images 
for  a  vain  and  unsatisfied  imagination^  behold  nothing  but 
scenes  of  horror,  and  are  no  more  permitted  to  gaze  on  an/ 
pbject  that  will  administer  delight  to  the  soul,  or  divert  it 
fpom  its  miseries — the  earsy  so  often  charmed  bj  eloquence^ 
by  vocal  or  iiistrumental  music,  or  the  powers  of  poetry,  are 
perp^ually  stunned  by  groans,  shrieks,  blasphemies,  by 
waiUag,  and  gnashing  of  teeth,  and  by  the  frightful  echoea 
from  the  innumerable  discordant  sounds  whiqh  ceaselessly, 
prevail  throughout  those  doleful  regions — ^the  taste^  so  oti&k 
pkaded  at*  the  expense  of  health,  Economy,  sobriety,  and 
temperance,  will  find  all  its  delicious  banquets  turned  intc^ 
gall  and  wormwood,  into  burning  hunger  and  raging  thirst, 
which  wijl  never  be  satisfied;  ^^all  the  fruits  their  souls  Iust« 
ed  after  toe  departed  from  the'm,''  and  all  that  was  dainty 
and  goodly  have  followed — ^the  smeil  must  no  more  be  grati* 
fied  fay  the  odoriferous  scents  of  beauteous  flowers,  aromatic 
herbs,  rich  perfumes,  pleasant  fruits,  savouiy  meats,  or  fra- 
grant fields  and  groves;  no,  but  meet  with  suoh  smells  as 
quenchless  flames,  burning  brimstone,  and ,  impenetrable 
smoke  afibrd — ^the  fedmg^  this,  of  all  the  senses,  suflfers. 
moat,  as  being  most  extensive;  all  the  senses  indeed  partake 
of  tbis,  <Hr  may  be  considered  as  so  many  different  appear-* 
anoes  or  hctings  of  it,  according  to  the  various  objects  which 
excite  it;  as,  however,  we  usually  speak  of  it  as  a  distinct 
aense,'!  have  considered  it  in  that  view  accordingly.    The 
puniduneat  inflicted  on  this  sense  will  be  by  fire;  which  of 
all  puniehments  is  most  frequently  spoken  of  in  God's  most 
lioly  word;  and  of  all  torments,  where  the  body  is  concerned, 
this  is  the  most  dreadful.    It  is  not  easy  to  comprehend  the 
nature  of  this  fire;  it  is  probable,  however,  from  the  fre- 
quent mention  of  brimstone  with  it,  that  the  electric  fluid 
bears  t^e  greatest  resemblance  to  it,  if  it  be  not  the  pene- 
trating flame  itself  let  loose,  with  all  its  raging  properties, 
upon  them.    Our  Lord  calls  hell  a  furnace :  ^^  At  ^e.  end 
of  the  world,  the  angels  shall  come  forth,  and  sever  the 
wicked  from  among  the  just,  and  shall  cast  them  into  the 
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\ci  at  fin^;  thera  dwil  be  waiHiif  ttitl  gntehhig  of 
tfteth."  Wt  Mid  of  a  Htfmte  pr«|wred  bf  tli«  |MNni4  BiibMf*< 
lofrish  nMMaarcl  fb^  thtf  punisimittiit  cf  thoM  who  4hured  M 
dpfld«»  lii»  decree^  which  ig  cttllied  a  burning,  iefy  Ibl^acey 
hearted  MV^ii4bld  kbavt  titt  ofdiBwrp*  pileh,  so  that  it  wm 
Meeddh^gly  hot;  but  what  was  this  to  tM  flirnaee  of  heltf 
T&e  llefcar  H  was  the  sooner  the  sufl^ror  vna  out  of  hh  itS^ 
mey ;  and  the  fira  itsdf  was  of  short  duration,  and  <piidd/ 
MlhkgsrMied.  This  is  everbuHng  fire,  is  itwer  qttenekedy  an# 
Ihe  sa  Are^  nexfitr  die$.  This  Are  was  prepared  not  Ibr  mam^ 
1^  for  the  AftvM  and  bin  angefei.  Man,  bgr  throwing  off  thsr 
l^ar  of  Ood,  and  boooitthig  the  inp^ailesrt  filatfw  of  sii%  Ito 
children  of  Che  4tv^,  and  the  paHakers  of  Ma  eriMss,  &Kb 
itko  tho  same  condemmition,  and  are  pttnisfaed  with  fikflf 
dftnie  oVennrliehning  judgments.  TKs  idi-devonving  4A^ 
men!  app^rs^hero  either  to  ba^e  changed  its  natarey  or  ftsidto 
^W  indestrudif^  ebfMta  to  wo  A  npoii,  Ibr  here  all  ^m  pM^ 
served.  ThMgh  peaetiWed  vHA  nnattoaHu  angoish,  ani 
rtnarting  wHh  exoessire  pain,  whi<kr  eaters  aovir  at  ^vanf 
rfnme,  and  through  every  agoni^iflig  pore ;  tiwagli  sui^fuand^ 
M  With  these  ierce  and  raging  flames,  whiUr,  Hioagh^tet^' 
hmAle,  are  not  commissioned  to  destroj,  Aa  unhappy  ariv 
minali  estftt  ^ntfa^e  in  every  part ;  nWie  dsatli,  one-  iMt^ 
A^ad,  is  eagerly  sought^  yet  mv  where  csh-  be  ib«md.  O  my 
KAcon verted  I'^darier,  consider  before  it  bo  too  Isie  t  Looto 
itt  this  farnace :  it  iadtep  and la^ge,  ordatnadof  oH  ■<!» 
breath  of  the  Lord,  as  a  stream  of  brinwlto«ie»  ds«h  kittdto 
these  tite^  which  fill  its  horrid  and  capwioas  done.  fiaHettk: 
ham  to  give  thee  repentance  unto  Mb,  that  n^  wicfced  apinO 
itiay  ever  Ibrce  thee  to  these  ever-baming  soenea  of  wmth, 
tiiese  ei'er^tossittg  eruptive  veteanoes  of  AlSMJ^h^  iwl»* 
geance.    Matt.  xiii.  t9,  AO. 

It  is  called  a  kke  of  fire,  Rer.  xa.  19;  itr  hveadth  iff  not 
given  UB ;  but  it  appc«irs  to  be  of  anbUhossaUe-dapA^  Hen 
nt.  2.  Here,  in  the  (bllesi  sense  of  the  word,  is  ^tiw  ftsaai 
Winepress  of  the  wrath  of  God,**  and  hare  the  ungodly  anifift 
»  driak  of  the  wiae  of  that  wrath,  whkh  ia  poond  aittwWi^ 
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out  mi3cture  into  the  cup  of  his  indignation^,  and  they  shall 
be  tormented  with  fire  and  brini9tone--^nd  the  smcdLe  of 
their  torment  ascendeth  up  for  ever  and  ever/*  Over  this 
sea,  which  knows  no  ca)m,  roar  fiery  tempests,  without  oeas* 
ing,  and  unabating  storms,  which  toss  the  affrighted  flam- 
ing billows  tremendously  high ;  while  ^^  deep  calleth  unto 
deep"  at  the  noise  of  the  bursting  and  &lling  cataracts  i^ 
fire,  A||A  with  the  mighty  thunderings-which  shake  tiie  place 
to  the  fiuthest  extremities.  ^^  Upon  the  wicked,  he  shall 
rain  snares,  fire  and  brimstone,  and  an  Horrible  Tempest  ; 
this  shall  be  the  portion  of  their  cup,"  Psal.  xi.  6*  Most 
bitter  and  most  deadly  portion !  Here  the  unhumbled  slaves 
of  pride  and  passion  are  doomed  to  exist,  exposed  to  these 
fttorms,  rolling  in  agonies  on  this  flaming  gul^  or  deeply 
sunk  beneath  its  sur&ce  into  unknown  depths  of  its  glowing 
bed.  Now  is  that  threatening  awfully  fulfilled  :  <<  I  will 
make  thy  bed,  for  thou  art  vile.'.'  All  the  fires  which  we 
have  ever  seen  or  heard  of— «11  the  tempests  that  ever  shook 
the  earth-^all  the  thunders  we  ever  knew  have  been  sha- 
dows, calms,  and  whispers,  compared  to  Hell.  These  re« 
probates,  driv^i  fit>m  that  blessed  rest  above,  to  which  they 
were  thousands  of  times  invited,  but  which  they  refused  to 
accept,  are  never  visited  by  ease  or  sleep.  How  is  the  soft 
bed,  which  nourished  the  slumbers  of  forgetfulness,  that 
refresbed  the  body,  and  recruited  the  spirits,  changed  into 
restlessness  and  alarm,  and  the  most  bitter  anguish !  The 
psalmist,  in  his.trouble,  said,  ^<  All  thy  waves  and  thy  billows 
are  gone  over  me."  What  must  the  spirits  in  prison,  and 
all  the  inhabitants  of  this  Tophet  say  ?  O  God  of  mergr,  if 
he  who  reads  these  lines  has  not  yet  fled  to  the  only  hope 
'set  before  him,  help,  O  help  him  now,  by  giving  wings  to 
his  fears,  that  he  may  fly  firom  these  scenes  of  miseiy,  and 
obtain  redemption,  ere  it  be  too  late,  in  that  blood  which 
has  been,  alas,  too  long  neglected  I     .       • 

4.  Diep  afflkikms  of,  mmd. — Great  as  is  the  anguiA 
occasioped  by  these  piercing  fires,  and  other  torments  of  the 
body,  the  so)il,  the  guilty  soul  must  also  have  its  portioii  of 
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jMuo  aad  torture.  Tlits  viU  proWUj  ari9e  b^m  the  reoolt 
lectum  of  pMt  cJurcHBifitanGes,  refleetion  on  Uieir  present  si* 
taaiiOttBi  joined  irith  th^  MpbnLidipgs  of  Ib^  own  ^pmscio 
eaees,  aod  the  pflffpAtuitj  of  tiuHr  pmudunento* 
>  Tlie  raeollefitloa  of  past  circumstaaces  viU  greatly  iat 
ci9ea«e  tbair.  aorrows.  Thegr  ^Ul  rejnember  the  agreaabla 
jMuoa  of  tt^  youth,  th^  charms  of  npirelty,  the  warm  to?0 
af  li^  aod  heiog,  the  iatlaries  of  hopja,  ami  all  timt  sUi-* 
dbnad  ihemoDe  inoocentpart  of  their  exifiteaee ;  fdi  is  oo« 
lied  as  a  dream,  and  nathiiig  left  behind  hut  misery  and  re** 
gtet.  They  wiU  eall  to  miad  the  means  of  induction  and 
difica[dine  hyr  which  it  was  littempted  to  briag  them  tp  ti^ 
lave  of  piety,  and  lead  them  to  the  due  consideiatioa  of  the 
grpid  end  qt  tifeyc  cooung  intOi  Ae  worlds  TJiey  wil^  never 
fiuget  t^  siririags  of  the  fipiritof  God,  the  rastrs4At9  of 
his  giace  upon  their  minds,  ^od  tjie  jmaoy  deep  impressions 
made  there  by  his  quick  and  powerful  word*  Those  jthat 
if  received  the  holy  qMunandment,"  and  depejrted  frof'^  sin, 
turning  again  like  dogs  to  iheir  ro^nit,  what  must  be  their 
feelings,  when  they  ramam|bftr  ihe  days  in  which  tb^  If^^ 
ad  in  the  padi^  of  undanstaading,  conv acted  of  n  Si^TIQW> 
love,  zealously  recommenced  him  ta  athevs,  .4iuig  his  pvi^sfs, 
kept  his  saUbaths,  attended  his  prdioances,  n^^fQrp^  hij9 
aause,  and  gloded  in  sufering  dmma  with  Us  fi^Upw^irs; 
4»at  saferiog  t)ie  de^e  ofjriahei)  or  other  ^08^  tP  mter  kh 
they  neglected  to  watch  and  pray,  le^  the  fold,  and  bawmf 
m  prey  to  the  roapiag  lien,  U^t  aU  t|ieir  fommr  asiMUSAfiSf , 
and  thus,  whfle  they  had  the  fidrest  prospects  of  he^ven^ 
liDst  their  birthright  by  huricsljding  and  apostasy,  and  w^rip 
thrust  into  heUI  They  will  now  behold  with  horror  their 
4niqi9itous  priifciples  and  piliefices,  ai^d  all  their  vebelllPP 
agains.t  God,  and  especJally  their  rejection  of  Christ,  wUph 
was  the  chief  causeof  their  condemnation*  Tbqy  will  rtm§mr 
bar  the  years  they  spent  on  eart|i,  and  look  b^ak  at  ti|a  i%arr 
cles,  die  numerous  mercies  they  ei^oyedf  and  tl^  ac^n^  of 
pleasure,  lawful  or  unlavM»  in  which  they  had  a  pvrt* 
Hbm  it  be  supposed  that  they  can  A^  %  retryyefttijre  M^v 
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of  6yfl  coiniflitled)  of  gf<M^  ne^eetiS  or  defied)  tatenltft 
inisiiripfoyed,  tinr^^  IbdlfeiMy  Afid  irick^y  dj^nt,  tmd  iiiM% 
eies  flbQsed,  afid  il6t  bid  d§e]|dy  flfflicted  at  tto  recoU^dhm ! 
EVety  thing  of  this  kind  must  gretitly  a^g;rflvAta  their  ^ll!, 
ted  coilseqttentfy  in  th^  pdf pOd69  of  Ood  a^igfnfient  thoir  ihi- 
gery.  The  memoryy  »d  troatfbAtyus  011065  will  then  be'teha^ 
ciouBly  vigof003;  and  as  ilk4  Various  objOiete  in  the  great  and 
various  scOneiy  of  thO  human  dhilina)  in  it^hiob  they,  fer^ 
haps,  at  least  niany  of  theni,  a<«ted  a  con'spii&iiotts  pa^,  pasa 
in  reviifeif  beibre  thenir,  like  sb  many  fHghtfld  spectres,  they 
#ill  irring  tholr  heaftd  With  unntteMble  anguish,  and  forca 
from  l!lheir  to/tured  bosOms  the  deepest  sighs  and  groanfi. 
The  recolleetioil  of  these  thiilga  wfll  oTorwhelm  them  with 
l^morse  and  shame* 

Refleetion  on  their  presient  sittftttion.-— Whatever  pro&nb 
0r  daring  expressions  hate  pasded  the  liptf  of  some  persona 
r^peetiog  the  judgtneilfB  of  Ood,  I  am  disposed  to  believe 
fhat  a  dread  of  hell  often  invades  their  bosoms  as  welt  as 
those  of  others;  and  that  they,  with  aU  fh^ii*  impiety,  intend 
never  to  come  to  this  place  of  torment.  Multitudes,  iupii* 
ever,  put  off  their  conversion  to  a  period  which  never  ar- 
rives, and  after  all  the  Warnings  of  Heaven,  perish  like  Lot's 
wife,  and  bis  sons-in-law,  in  the  thr^fened  destmction. 
What  mnst  be  the  views  and  thoughts  of  such,  on  finding 
themselves  actually  lost,  tntYonnd  by  nnmeroas  persons 
confined  in  thd  same  prison,  and  exposed  to  like  puriisl- 
ments  t  On  whom  will  ftU  the  blame  ?  WiU  it  not  be  up« 
on  themselves  i  They  wonld  not  obey  the  voice  of  Jeho- 
vah t  they  repented  not,  believed  not,  obeyed  not,  or  brought 
not  the  work  to  peffeotion:  they  fell  short:  they  did  not 
persevere.  Th^  stilzed  not,  or  if  they  had  bold,  they  did 
not  retain  the  prize  of  holiness  ^  and  dot  retainidg  that,  inia* 
sed  of  heaven.  Thhi  is  the  tormenting  thotight;  th^  ate 
disinherited  ^i' their  dSsob^ience,  andMnished  flt>m  home, 
pist  all  recal.  This  i«f  tho  neVet*-dy1ng  wornii.  The  coa< 
ftnnal  apbraldUgsoftheii^gtiiU/conifcietteee,  and  th^pnia- 
M  reflootiofis  of  tlMm*  ^i&lAtt^  sj^a^  tHU  prey  upon 
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them  inoenantlj.    Thqr  will  gaaw,  as  it  were,  their  very 
yitals,  and  dart  ten  thousand  envenomed  stings  into  the 
throbbing  heart  of  the  trembling  eriminal ;  and  force  firom 
his  burning  tongue,  and  [larched  lips,  something  like  the 
following:    ^  The  fiital  die  is  cast,  and  my  doom  is  unalter- 
ably fixed.    I  feel,  but  feel  too  late,  that  my  Judge  is  .true 
and  just;  and  I  am  lost,  lost  and  undone  for  ever.    He  has 
abandoned  me  to  misery  and  despair.    O  wretch  that  I  am, 
to  pull  down  such  vengeance  on  my  guilty  head !    My  lot 
is  pain  without  measure,  and  sorrow  without  end.    O  curs« 
ed  sin,  had  I  not  followed  thee,  and  proved  a  slave  to  thee, 
1  had  now,  instead  of  receiving  thy  wages  in  this  flaming 
gulf,  been  reaping  the  joys  of  immortality  I    But,  Ob,  that 
must  never  be !  The  hand  of  inexorable  Justice  confines  me 
here,  and  here  I  must  remain.    These  -firightful  prospects, 
these  infernal  tornadoes,  these  doleful  sounds,  these  piercing 
cries,  and*  all  this  aj^ratus  of  woe  and  torment,  shew  me 
my  foUy,  and  tell  me  of  my  sin.    I  feel;  I  was  made  for  hap- 
]nnes8,  or  why  these  longings  for  rest  and  ease?    Had  I 
been  formed  to  associate  with  this  unholy  and  tormenting 
•crew,  these  fires,  this  hateful  dungeon,  I  had  been  alt  homcj 
.  in  my  own  element,  moving  in  my  own  sphere,  and  some 
.  agreement  might  have  been  expected  to  exist  between  me 
and  my  mournful  state:  but  what  is  there  in  all  these  realms 
of  night  congenial  to  my  nature  ?   I  would  fly  fimn  my  woe, 
but  whither ^hall  I  fly?     Whichever  way  I  turn  vengeance 
surrounds  me.    When  wisdom  called,  I  refused;  when  she 
stretched  forth  her  bands,  1  regarded  it  not:  I  set  at  nought 
her  counsels,  and  would  have  none  of  her  reproofs,  and  now 
she  justly  laughs  at  my  calamity,  and  mocks  now  my  fear, 
desdation  and  destruction  are  come  upon  me  as  a  whirl* 
wind;  and  though  I  call,  she  returns  me  no  answer. — 
I  have  denied  the  Lord  who  bought  me ;  have  counted  the 
blood  of  the  covenant  an  unholy  thing;  and  done  despite  to 
the  Spirit  of  grace,  and  am  justly  despised  in  my  turn.    Oh 
that  I  had  been  crushed  in  the  bud  of  existence!    lam  cut 
off  as  a  eonyptad  branch  that  must  flouriab  no  more«  Whnt 
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were  the  afflictions  of  a  pious  life,  of  which  I  was  so  iniich 
afraid,  compared  to  these  deadly  pangs,  these  increasing 
horrors?  I  shunned  the  company -of  the  saints,  scorned 
their  conversation,  and  traduced  their  characters^fbol  that 
I  was.  They  are  saved,  and  1  am  lost/  The  imagination 
might  greatly  enlM*ge  here,  but  I  forbear;  the  subject  is  so 

.  full  of  gloominess  and  horror,  and  yet  how  much  more 
dreadful  to  endure!  These  self-accusations  and  bitter  up* 
braidings  will  most  probably  be  mixed  with  horrid  blasjdie- 
mies,  dreading,  cursing,  provoking,  hating,  justifying,  and 
defying  God  alternately;  then  accusing,  criminating,  and 
cursing  others;  but  resolving  all  finally  into  their  own  per* 
severance  in  sin  and  wickedness.  And  this  worm  wiU  never 
die!  Fear,  anger,  guilt,  remorse,  fury,  and  despair,  will 
always  afflict  them,  and  keep  the  worm  alive;  and  it  is  not 
unlikely  but  that  this  hell  within  will  be  equally  afflicting, 
or  worse  than  that  without.  We  need  all  pray,  <'  From  thy 
wrath,  and  everlasting  damnation,  good  Lord,  deliver  u^!'* 

The  most  distressing  part  of  all  is,  that  their  punishment 
is  eternal.  It  is  this  that  stamps  despair  withall  its  horrors* 
If  there  ^ere  any  prospect  at  all  that  an  end  would  at  last 
be  put  to  their  punishments,  there  would  be  hope;  but  that 
would  be  inconsistent  with  thdr  situation :  for  what  is  hope? 
Is  it  not  the  expectation  of  good  ?  What  good  ?  Temporal 
good  it  cannot  be,  since  their  complete  puniriiment  does  not 
commence  till  the  last  day — ^tiU  time  is  swallowed  up  in 
eternity.  It  must  then  be  the  eternal  felicity  of  heaven;  for 
.  there  is  no  other.  And  if  they  hope  for  this,  they  roust  have 
some  ground  for  it :  they  must  receive  it  either  on  the  ground 
> of  merit  or  promise.  It  cannot  be  merited;  for  heaven  is  a 
free  gift.  The  saints  themselves  are  unprofitable  -servants : . 
and  if  the  saints  cannot  merit  heaven,  surely  the  daipned 
cannot ;  no,  for  that  would  be  to  make  the  vilest  enemies  of 
God  better  than  those  who  manifest  the  greatest  love  towaids 
him  and  bis  righteous  cause.    And  it  cannot  be  obtained  on 

.  the  ground  of  promise;  for  there  is  nothing  like  a  promise  to 
this  effect  through  all  the  scriptiMa:  and  the  last  dedara-- 
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Hon  of  the  Lord  Chriit  cdhtorniiig  tBe  wic&^  is,  ^  These 
duQl  go  aw&7  into  everlastiiig' fire,  but  the  righteous  into 
life  etemat."  8fa6tild  it  be  oligected,  that  tfaou^  iSbey  can* 
Hot  lAerit  heaVen  by  works,  they  may  bjr  suflforiiif ;  I  amswery 
either  their  sins  d^serVe  thd  punishments  thejr  eddure,  or 
they  do  not.  If  they  do  not^  tiien  Grod  is  unjust  fiir  hijing 
too  much  upon  |Eh4m ;  but  who  will  dare  to  saj  thiv  ?  tf 
they  do  deserve  the  punishment  aOotted  them,  then  they 
cannot  possibly  merit  any  tUiiff,  because  they  only  endure 
fhe  weight  of  the  sent enoe  hid  upon  them.  But  perhaps  it 
may  be  said,  Gk>d  who  is  infinite  ift  power,  wisdom,  and 
goodness,  may  at  last  have  compassion  upon  them,  and  de^ 
liver  them.  And  why  Aot,  with  these  perfections  ascribed 
fo  him,  keip  them  firom  suffering  at  all  ?  It  is  b^caute  it 
would  be  inconsistent  with  his  truth,  justice,  and  other  per- 
fections so  to  do:  and  if  itbeAot  inconsistent  with  these 
perfecticMU  to  puhieli  them  fer  any  given  period,  so  neither 
16  there  aiky  thing  iiieonsistent  in  his  continuing  to  panish 
tiiem  eternally,  sfaice  no  bouMs  can  be  set  to  the  demerit  of 
ain :  aild  su&ce  Christ  abo  declares  that  no  mttn  cometh  un- 
to the  Father^  but  by  him;  and  that  he  is  the  Author  6f 
etemal  salvadon  done  to  those  that  obey  Urn*.  It  is  there- 
fore impossible  on  scriptural  principles  that  tie  dunned 
diouM  b^  renewed  t6  i^p^iktancd,  or  itade  partakers  of  the 
feUeitf  they  have  most  jastly  ferfeited,  and  f6r  the  rejection 
of  whidi  they  are  most  justly  punishni. 

Some  are  for  frittering  away  these  solemn  realities  by 
making  them  merely  figurative;  others  aflhrm  that  tlie  pu- 
nishments are  inexpressible,  but  will  come  to  an  end;  while 
aoine,  in  opposition  to  both,  declare  that  the  means  of  tor- 
uent  will  remain,  but  tiie  reprobates^  will  be  annlhflated ; 
and  a  feuf,  pifetending  superior  wisdom  to  the  rest,  speak  of 
these  things  in  language  that  would  almost  suit  a  Mishome** 
tan  paradise.  To  the  first  and  hst  of  these  eternity  is  any 
thing  or  noduitgi  and  tbb  othere  amoaitt  Ultimately  to  uftii^ 
the  same, 

Jll  ifeply  to  the  4ftt  of  tfaesci  it  amy  h$  obstrvod,  that  to 
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fuj^MM^  God  4ealp  in  %W69  wjiic^  mem  wtiUtegi  i^  to  «flY 
f ri(>e  to  him  the  i^ei^kaefi(0  pf  idiptjpi9*  U  ip  tru«  he  uses 
figuxfM  QT  similitudep  (  hip  9cche(jrp^,  however,  frr  exceed 
their  patterns,  The  overthrow  of  Sodom  by  a  rtoroi  of 
fire  frpin  he^iveii  is  fi  figure  of  the  wi:ath  to  c&ome :  <<  They 
^e  ^  forth  for  an  ezai^ple,  ^uSeriiig  the  vai^g;eanc»  of 
eteroa^  fire.''  Yet  how  ipuch  more  dreadful  must  hell  ne* 
(cespariiy  be  thai),  a  fire  ipslantiiiieoiiply  eausipg  temporal 
^eathl  To  suppose  that  ih^  ppQi3hiiieinti  will  cease  after 
^tn  is  destroyed  by  them,  i/B  to  aiippose  that  the  atieam 
wi^l  destroy  the  never^&iUiig  ^pmrce  fi*oni  wheMe  il  flowi, 
Md  Jhei|  becoipe  dry  itself.  To  sey  th^t  ineprobata  angels 
and  men  will^  ^er  a  certain  period,  be  aQmhiJated,  though 
the  means  iof  punishment  will  still  i^mein,  iaiplies  a  rain  ex- 
ertion of  Pivine  power,  unless  preserved  toUsmfy  the  inhap 
bitants  of  heaven,  which  is  f^bsurdt  With  ff gard  to  annihi* 
lation,  we  have  no  cpnception,  stricdy  pj^ehil^,  of  any  suiA 
thing.  We  perceive  great  varietions  in  matter,  and  CQuceive 
^mething  of  ^ts  diyjsibili^,  but  not  of  its  tedactjon  to  total 
nothingness;  ^nd  such  as  affirm  it  do  not  reeson  argufnentft- 
Jtively,  scfipturally,  ppr  w»l9giefd}y.  And  to  tho^e  senswiF 
lists  and  extrav^gwt  yi/sK»nariefS  who  mahe  heU  to  consist 
of  a  loveir  sort  of  pleasure,  their  4octrine8  «iiU(  beneath  ooa« 
leffipt  I  aiul  all  their  fiuiy-land  tales  are  utterly  ttowofrthy 
i^y  thiog  that  preten^  to  rationality. 

I  thought  it  pecessary,  ^oip  the  soleipiiity  of  this  subject, 
just  to  hint  at  these  thiRgs,  to  impress  it  mqre  deeply  upon 
ihe  i^ind,  ^nd  that  we  m^y  be  iftore  fully  determined  to  walk 
jvith  Qf>d,  and  secure  to  ourselves,  a  b^leMed  etemi^,  and 
^us  ^void  their  lot  whose  fsnd  if  destruction, 

i^apy,  }n  speaking  of  eternity,  have  u^ed  a  variety,  of  comr 
parispAs  and  measifres ;  but.  Oh,  how  ipfipitely  4hort  must 
they  all  pome,  when  compared  with  endless  duration  I  We 
measure  time  by  the  revolutions  of  the  heavenly  bQdieflf.ailid 
by  i^ious  kipds  of  artificial  movements,  apd  VMil^  ndvaur 
lage^  ^re  derived  fi*om  it.   |a  heU  all  thi^  wpuld  be  u^le9% 

fLs  ng  pe^sure^  <;$m  be  applied  to.etermty*  Til  apeah  of  mU- 
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tions  of  aiillioiit  of  aget^  is  as  notiung ;  fer^  •dmittuig  tbat 
there  are  agee  in  a  future  elate,  what  is  anj  given  number  of 
miliioas  to  eternity  ?  Thought  eannot  eonceive,  the  tongue 
cannot  u|ter»  nor  the  pen  describe  it :  it  is  bejond  the  grasp 
of  all  created  beings.  God  only  knows  and  comprehends 
eternity.  W€  every  moment  stand  on  its  brink,  and  must  all 
of  us  soon  become  the  subjects  of  it,  either  in  happiness  or 
misery.  O,  eternity,  eternity,  thy  name  Will  be  as  bitter  to 
the  isicked  as  it  is  sweet  to  the  godly !  How  tedious  and 
slow  are  the  hours  of  night  to  a  person  labourmg  under  pain 
isnd  weakness,  to  whom  sweet  and  balmy  sleep  has  been  de^ 
nied !  He  hears  the  diektng  of  the  pendulum,  and  the  clodc 
bell  souti4s  in  the  stilness  of  night,  one,  two,  three,  four ; 
yet  all  is  too  slow  for  his  wishes;  he  wants  morning  to  break: 
it  comes  at  last ;  and  he  then  finds  the  hours  of  day  almost 
«s  tedious  as  those  of  night*  Amidst  all  tiiis  there  are  hc^pes^ 
comforts,  friends,  ^pd  mercies.  The  damned  have  none  of 
-these :  they  are  exercised  with  hellish  torments,  and*a  dis- 
mal night ;  but  no  morning  ever  breaks ;  and  neither  hours 
jior  ages  bring  them  in  the  least  nearer  their  end !  Should 
they  ask.  Will  this  pile  never  want  fiiel  \  No.  Will  these 
fires  nev^r  go  out  ?  No,  never  I  Will  this  body  novo*  be  fe» 
lieved  ?  It  will  not.  Nor  this  mind  obtain  ease  and  comfiHrt  ? 
No,  never.  Oh  most  sad  state  of  unr^generate  mai  1  They 
received  not  the  loveof  the  truth,  that  they  might  be  saved ; 
and  now,  while  the  saints  are  comforted  above,  they  are  tor- 
mented in  hell,  their  infernal  and  eternal  prison. 

Whether  we  consider  eternity  in  reference  to  a  state  of  pu- 
nishment or  reward,  it  is  a  sul^t  which  claims  our  most  se- 
rious regard,  since  one  or  the  other  must  ultimately  be  our 
portion.  This  earth  is  not  the  abiding  place  of  man ;  and 
^ould  therefore  be  viewed  in  no  other  light  than  a  passage 
to  a  fixed  and  unalterable  state.  Whether  our  skies  prove 
tempestuous  or  serene,  our  way  rough  or  smooth,  our  ac- 
commodations agreeable  or  disagreeable,  it  makes  no  £fie- 
rence^— we  are  always  Innme  forwards  to  eternity.  How  un« 
wise  thmi  is  the  conduct  of  those  persons  who  mmd  eartUy 
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iUisgs  flloiie^  and  are  earekss  of  their  evorlaatiag  Intereito  I 
The  due  consideration  of  a  futiare  state  would  shew  them 
that  1^  here  is  a  shadow ;  and  that  the  feyoitr  of  God  is  eoni-t 
parattTely  the  only  thing  that  nortids  lAiould  regard.    If 
Bteft  would  look  bejond  this  present  life^  it  would  both  alarm 
their  fears  and  excite  their  hopes.    The  dreadful  or  ddight^ 
fill  realitiea  Grod  has  revealed,  would  constrain  them  to  kn^ 
fortune  the  throne  of  grace,  that  the j  might  escape  tlu»  obA 
and  enjojr  the  other.   What  wad  it  tlmt  induced  .many  of  thei 
aacieBt  worthies  to  endure  the  greatest  rage  of  thdr  cruift 
persecutors,  not  accepting  deliveranee  when  offered  them  o» 
terms  inconsistent  with  their  hopes  of  a  glorious  resdrree-* 
tioa  ?   It  was  because  they  meditated  like  wise  men  on  efer*: 
nity.    Henee  it  was  that^^  they  had  trial,"  and  endured  the 
^'  trial  of  cruel  riiochings  and  scourgiags,  of  bonds  aad  im^ 
prisonments ;  were  irtoned,  sawn  asunder,  and*  slain  with  thai 
sword.**  CHhers  ^<  wandered  about  in  sheep* Ains  andgoat*i 
sidns,  beiiq^  destitute,  afflicted,  tormented ;  they  wmidered 
lihout  in  deserts  and  in  mountains,  and  in  dens  and  cayes  o£ 
the  earth,"  rather  than  defile  thmr  oondciencte,  and,  rob 
themselves  of  the  joys  of  heawa :  and  their  choice  was  truly. 
eommendsMe,  sinoe  die  greieitest  sufferings  here  are  only  finr, 
a  slunA  seaaon,  end  frequently  shorter,  in  proportion'  to  the 
greatness  of  the  pvessure ;  ited,  if  endured  with  pious  fortt^' 
tude,  receive  A  last  a  glorious  rewinrd.    It  nmy  be  useful 
hsretocoOsidersomeof'the  advantages  arising  from  theso. 
delcr^ytioBS  of  a  Asture -state.    They  tend  to  strip  sin  of  its> 
disguises,  steenthmi  Ae  moral  principle,  reconcile  us  to  sdf- 
denial,  help  refleetioB,  promote  moderation,  and  are  thai! 
chief  stimida  to  holy  waUong  with  Gk>d.    Let  us  dwell  a 
little  ilpo»  each  of  Oese  in  order. 

Th^  Hr^sin  of  ih  dbgmier.--^n  generally^  presents  it< 
self  to  us  under  dm  appearamm  of  pleasure,  profit,  and  siq>«i 
port,  ready  at  head,  to  mtet  oar  warmest  wishes,  or  to  affiurdr 
usthe  lughest  gvattfcatioa:  ami  kst  consdence,  that  judga 
and  monitor  in  dian,  should  remoaatinte  and  pmnt  out  the 
dangerous  tendency  of  dur  crimimi pomuits,  itprspmwinu^ 

do 
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nerotts  pleas,  ezcoses^  and  extennations,  that  ihe^mt  may  be 
nore  easily  swallowed.  In  such  cases,  who  is  likely  to  escape 
Ae  fiital  snare^  but  he  who  believes  that  all  bis  actions  are 
seen  of  God,  and  have  reference  to  eternity  ?  ^  Such  views  aa 
these  fill  the  soul  -with  alarms,  and  put  it  more  upon  its  gnard ; 
or  if  overcome,  they  soon  prove  on  reflection  the  emptiness, 
Mly,  and  madness  of  that  which  promises  much,  and  per- 
ibrais  little,  and  that  little  mixed  with  much  disappointment 
and  anguish.  This  is  spoken  of.  those  who  are  not  yet  en- 
tirely hardened  by  sin:  as  to  those  who  sufier  themselves  to 
lie  carried  headlong  by  evil  inclinations  and  desires,  they 
rqpupd  not  these  things,  and  even  ^<  make  a  mock  of  sin,"  to 
their  own  undoing*  Yet  many  are  either  restrained  or  en- 
tirely vescned  fipom  the  commission  of  evil  by  such  like  re^ 
flections  as  these:  ^  What  if  my  offended  God  should  say  to 
me  in  the  midst  of  my  sin  and  folly,  ^^  Thy  soul  is  required 
of  thaer*  What  if  he  should  strike  me  suddenly  dead,  as  he 
did  Aananiipt  What  if  I  should  be  summoned  hence,  with 
aU  my 'guilt  upon  my  head,  how  shall  I  stand  before  him  ? 
hi  this  easel  must  be  sentenced  to  endless  pain,  and  lose  all 
my  hopes  of  heaven,  and  all  the  promises  of  sin  together; 
mid  what  recompense  is  this  for  driving  on  a  shameful  traffic 
iftsini'  And  it  will  generally  be  found,  that  men  do  not 
become  the  slaves  of  sin  eompleftely,  without  first  disbeliev- 
ing, or  striving  to  disbelieve,  the  solemn  truths  of  €rod,  and 
eternity.  A  iull  persuasion  of  these,  causes  sin  to  drop  its 
mask;  its  promises  appear  fidsehoods  nnd  delusiona;  its 
sweet  morsels,  gall  and  wormwood;  itself  the  offspring  of 
fiataa;  and  its  followers  Ae  heirs  of  wrath  and  penKtion* 

2%ey  sUengUum.ibeaiafal  prindple  m  num. — As  morality 
Ts  the  opposite,  of  vice  and  pvo&neness,  /an  outward  con- 
formity to  virtue  and  bonesfy,  to  give  it  countenance  and 
support,  b  very,  advantageous  both  to  the  individual  in 
whoai  it  is  fiwnd,  and  to  aociety  at  large.  It  inspires  confi- 
dence, upholds  credit,  preserves  order,  paomotes  industry, 
and  ensouiages  bmienplence.  Nor  is  it  helpfol  in  imasHi  af- 
fMis  ^ahmei  it  extends  iU  iud  to  true  piety,  giprding^  it 
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against  immoralitjr^  dispomig  the  miad  for  the  reeqitran  af 
imre  Christianity ;  and  becomes  its  inseparable  compaoioiib 
Whatever,  therefore,  promotes  it,  is  worthy  oi  particular 
iHHice  and  continual  remembrance ;  and  the  unfolding  of 
the  things  of  etemiily  having  this  tendency,,  by/dieckii^ 
the  irregularities  of  some  not  altogether  immoral,  and  the 
sauidaious  actions  of  others  more  deeply  depraved,  and 
encouraging  every  virtuous  and  jMraise-worthy  vrork  and 
deportment,  deserves  our  particular  attention.  We  ought  to 
be  thankful  for  such  discoveries;  and  in  every  temptation, 
which,  if  yielded  to,  would  injure  or  disturb  the  peace  of 
others,  check  the  progress  of  virtue  or  piety,  or  prevent  us 
fiom  seeking  after  a  full  preparatiiHi  for  eternity,  we  should 
exclaim  with  pious  Joseph,  ^^How  can  I  do  this  great  wick« 
edaess,  and  sin  against  God  l"  How  can  I  purchase  eternal 
sorrow  by  such  a  momentary  gratification,  or  deprive  my* 
self  of  the  happiness  of  heaven  for  what  brings  no  realsathi* 
fimtion,  and  perhaps  is  nothing  more  than  a  shame  and  disp> 
i;race  to  human  nature !  To  deny  the  aeoessity  of  morality 
is  to  deny  all  the  benefits  arising  from  society,  for  it  is  cep- 
taiidy  founded  upon  it,  nor  could  it  exist  without  it :  it  is 
therefore  as  necessaiy  as  society  itsrif ;  and  no  one  can  in 
truth  deny,  but  that  the  serious  consideration  of  eternity  has 
an  immediate  tendency  to  promote  it,  and  ought  therefore  to 
be  attended  to,  if  it  were  only  for  the  gtneral'good. 

Thejf  recandk  ais  to  ieif-demiaL~At  expenemced  physicians 
find  it  expedient,  tor  the  good  at  their  patients,  to  pro*, 
hibit  the  use  of  those  articles  of  food  whiph  might  retard  or 
prevent  their  recovery,  whatever  r^sh  they  might  have  fo^ 
them)  aad  o(^n  prescribe  what  is  peculiarly  disagreeable  to 
thmr  taste,  though  highly  salutary,  much  more  is  it  neces* 
sary  that  men  in  th^  present  state  should  deny  themselves 
of  whatever  wodd  keep  them  in  sin  and  folly,  lest  by  liting 
in  the  contempt  et  pure  rriigion,  and  n^lect  of  God,  the 
things  they  profer  should  ultimately  plunge  them  deeper  in 
sorrow  and  perdition.  If  we  were  not  possessed  of  immor* 
tal  «ouls,  and  were  to  cease  firom  bning  as  soon  as  this  tranc* 
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tMotj  life  is  ended,  then  they  BBght  giw  fall  soope  to  tbeir 
eapidity ;  a«  there  would  not  be  the  same  degree  of  crimina- 
lity attached  to  it,  nor  that  trouUe  mixed  with  it  which  now 
arisen  from  the  convictions  we  have  that  we  are  aecountriilo 
ffreatnres.  But  this  never-dying  part  of  man,  this  fotnre 
judgment,  this  approadiing  eternity,  should  lead  us  to  care 
for  the  soul,  and  not  snflfer  it  to  be  enslaved  by  the  sensual 
appetites,  or  by  vain  appearances.  We  ought  to  lay  siich 
talutary  restraints  upon  ourselves  as  will  promote  the  grand 
design  of  our  being  placed  here  below.  We  shall  reflect 
wiA  satisfltcticHi  upon  the  practising  of  sudi  self-denial  as 
the  scriptnrss  appoint  and  warrant,  as  the  reasonaUeness  df 
it  appears  where  the  salvation  of  the  soul  and  the  glory  of 
Grod  are  concerned.  We  should  even  refuse  to  be  brought 
under  the  power  of  lawful  things,  when  they  are  calculated 
to  hinder  us  from  growing  in  grace ;  since  lawful  things  then- 
srfves  are  not  always  expedient.  Men  frequently  lay  great- 
er restriclkNis  upon  themselves  for  the  accotnpHshuient  of 
tbeir  worldly  designs  thui  what  Christianity  would  impose 
Upon  us,  or  require  in  spiritual  matters.  See  the  man  about 
to  run  a  race,  how  carefolly  he  diets  himself,  and  submits  to 
many  inoonveniMees,  that  he  may  ensure  the  prise;  and 
tbnll  not  we,  to  whom  the  Loitl  Jesus  holds  forth  the 
priase  of  a  blessed  immortality;  shall  not  we  throw 
aside  every  wei^t,  and  every  besetting  sin,  that  wo 
may  run  cheerfully  and  surely  the  race  he  has  set  before 
us  f  Happy  for  us  if  the  considerations  of  eternity  dioidd 
have  this  eflfect ;  for  if  they  have  net,  our  case  is  despe- 
vate,  and  admits  of  no  cure.  He  that  will  not  deny  hinndf 
of  those  inclinations  and  pursuits  which  keep  man  from  en* 
tering  into  die  service  of  Gk>d  here,  must  not  be  surprised  if 
HMy  should  be  separated  fW>m  him  hereafter.  Let  then  a 
tively  sense  of  eternity  be  rooted  de^ly  in'CNir  minds;  and 
what  may  appear  extremely  hard  and  dilBciilt  wiAoat  it, 
will  appear  with  it  i|ot  only  easy,  but  evwi  ddightfid« 
With  the  everlastiag  ire  ftiUy  in  view,  who  wo«U  rashly 
preoipitato  hia^elf  int»  it;  wiA  the  foir  ptospeeta  of  hwv)» 


in  Us  eye,  who  woidd  not  il^sfare  k,  vbA  eamesdjr  pn^tliat 
lie  may  fiartate  of  it  for  ever  with  the  saints  of  God  t  These 
descriptions  of  futurity  also 

Help  r^fleef im.—- Whoever  wishes  to  swceeed  in  ^eenHnf 
the  happiness  of  his  soul,  must  Uhink,, and  think  serioiisli^ 
too,  on  these  weighty  subjects.  Without  it  we  become  the 
dupes  of  folly  and  vanity;  for,  suppose  our  hearts  shotdd  ha 
set  on  ease,  ajhienee^  phmwe^  add  eOeemj  «id  wo  ehonld  at* 
lain  to  the  suonnit  of  our  wishes,  what  repl  prof  t  will  iSaieff 
yield  when  we  stand  on  the  brink  of  eternity  9  ToofatttHI 
Aese  things  men  spend  their  time;  break  thetir  rept,  and  vi^ 
dergo  great  fotigue;  exert  tiieir  talents,  and  employ,  all 
Iheir  abilities  almost  without  inftermission  foft  a  serf^  of 
years,  while  they  continae  practioai  atheists  at  least,  andl 
a^^ngers  to  thut  hope  which  is  the  tachor  of  holy  souls^ 
and  makes  a  great  part  of  thetr  joy,  whfle  striving  for 
that  harbour,  *^  where  the  wiidted  oease  front  trotkbling^  and 
where  the  weary  are  at  t«st.^  And  nhat  do  they  guin  hgr 
idl  this  labour  ?  When  death  arrives,  what  is  the  restAt  of 
all  their  speculations,  contrivances,  tedl,  and  anxiety?  ik 
Jiltle  rellectioit  might  teach  sach  peiaons,  that  whatever  it 
destroyed  ixy  death  cannot  be  man's  ^ief  good.  We  reqiira 
what  is  molpe^durable,  even  tibat  whioh  almll  give  us  conft« 
dence  before  God  when  this  world  of  shadows  is  swept  away^ 
and  this  is  that  <^  pearl  of  great  price,"  the  kingdom  of  Christ 
in  the  heart,  righteonsness,  petfDe,  and  joy  in  the  Hblf 
Ghost.  Are  not  these  remarks  strongly  supported  by  tlii 
thoughts  of  eternity  ?  Will  a  man  who  reflects  on  this  no* 
gleet  such  good  ?  Will  he  commit  those  oAhces  which  aiw 
followed  by  such  bitter  repentance,  when  he  may  he  (hr  hap^ 
jder  by  doing  well  ?  Will  he  not  endeavonr  to  put  away 
the  pain  and  grief  accompanying  remorse  of  conscience  I 
Will  he  who  reflects  on  the  holiness  and  jifstice  of  God^ 
dare  him,  by  acts  of  impiety,  to  punish  his  presumption  in 
banishing  him  from  heaven,  and  shutting  him  up  in  Ae  bot* 
tomless  pit  I  I  suppose  not.  There  is  a  greater  probability 
of  their  entmng  into  the  apoftle's  viewsj  and  laying,  ^  Th* 
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time  is  diort;  it  romiiietli  tliat  bufh  thqrtiMtt  tmwe  wivM  he 
«0  though  they  hed  none,  esd  thejr  thttt  weep  be  at  though 
thej  wept  not,  and  thej  that  bey  as  Aongh  they  poaoeaged  aot^ 

and  thqr  that  lue  this  woiU  as  not  alniaiBg  it,  Cm*  the  finhioB 
of  this  world  passeth  awi^."  This  moderation  can  oirfy  be 
obtained  by  carefblly  weighing  the  interests  of  both  worUbi 
since  nothing  is  lihdy  to  dtsuifte  us  finom  the  inordfaiate  love 
of  the  present  life,  except  the  soleninilies  of  etemity.  it 
weald  be  of  umpeakable  benefit  to  men,  did  thej  consider 
these  subjects  aright,  and  make  that  use  of  them  intended  by 
^ir  being  retealed;  but  the  generality  <^penons  study  how 
they  awjr  most  eflfoctaa%  banish  all  such  thou^te  from  their 
minds,  by  eveiy  kind  of  disapation  within  the  leadi  of  Ihmr 
circumstances;  some  do  it  by  improfitaUe  studies^  and  otheio 
by  vain  amusemMts  and  frothy  convarsatioB.  •  In  what 
light  will  they  riew  their  conduct  at  the  last^  when  they 
beeomethesubjeds  of  an  eternal  ftate?  They  will  then  see 
that  time  is  of  too  great  importmice  to  be  wasted  in  such 
trites;  and  pregnant  with  sneh  consequences  as  should  de- 
ter men  from  spending  it  in  sin,  and  in  opposition  to  the  be* 
neipoknt  designs  of  the-  Father  of  spirits.  The  improving^ 
6r  not  improving  it,  fixes  our  lot  in  ereriasttag  j^  or  ser^ 
row;  seeing  that  our  probationary  state  is  bounded  by  the 
cradOe  and  the  grave,  and  entirely  ceases  when  onr  humi- 
liated remains  are  deposited  in  the  latter,  our  final  stale 
iwing  then  unalterably  fixed.  Happy  they  who  spend  the 
time  allotted  them  here,  in  such  a  manner  as  may  enable 
them  to  meet  death  with  composure,  and  tfieir  God  with 
confidence.  Another  advantage  arising  firom  these  deecrip» 
tSoo^  of  eternal  things  is, 

'  Tkey  fMPBmoie  moderaHon. — God  having  formed  the  heait 
of  man  fer  his  own  residence,  has  so  ordered  it,  that  he  shaH 
never  be  satisfied  with  any  other  olgect  or  thiag.  In  vam 
he  nu&s  his  invention  fi>r  some  new  scene  of  pleasure,  some 
new  gratification,  he  finds  himself  poor  after  sJl ;  and  though 
he  enters  with  all  his  soul  into  the  pursuit,  he  only  returns 
the  teore  disfrfned  and  disappointed.    Why  is  it  that  men 
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entertaiB  such  Ugh  notioiis  of  honour^  birth,  fiunify,  con* 
iiezKmsiy  attainments  ?    Why  are  they  filled  with  80  many 
Tain  hopes  and  towering  imaginations?     Why  do  they  in* 
didge  such  inclination  for  worldly  enjoyments  ?    Why  are 
they  expecting  such  gratification  from  banquets  and  luxuri* 
ous  entertainments?    What  are  their  gandy  appearances  in« 
teoded  for,  and,  in  a  word,  their  whole  manner  of  liying?  It 
is,  whether  they  know  it  or  not,  aridiralous  attempt  tosiipply 
the  fdaee  of  the  siqpreme  good;  it  is  rebdJion  against  their 
God;  it  is  ididatry;  it  is  ingratitude;  it  is  evil;  and,  firom 
their  motives,  altogether  evil,  firom  first  to  last     I  should 
be  sorry  for  any  one  to  suppose,  that  by  such  assertions  on 
the  pait  of  truth,  and  such  declmrations  on  the  misconduct  of 
men,  I  meMt  to  insinuate  that  ,we  sin  by  partaking  of  thst 
,  numerous  and  varied  gifts  of  nature  and  providence.  .  No : 
it  is  their  abuse  that  b  complained  of;  foolishly  substituting 
them  in  the  place  of  the  Divine  fiivour,  and  resting  in  them 
lo  the  neglect  of  his  spiritual  worship  and  service.    And 
what  is  there  so  likdy,  as  fiir  as  means  are  concerned,  to  mo« 
dierate  these  desires  after  the  world,  as  close  meditations  on 
eternity  ?  That  is,  if  we  remembered  as  we  ought  that  weshall 
aeon  be  called  to  quit  the  stage  of  life,  that  our  bodies  mi|8t  be 
conyeyed  to  the  gloomy  chambers  ai  the  dead,  and  our  im* 
mortsl  soids  ei^lier  to  the  r^ions  of  endless  night,  or  the 
•eats  of  the  blessed.    Suppose  we  begin  with  death.    What 
do  all  these  things  which  appear  to  many  of  such  important 
Jiow,  signify   to  tiie  pntrifying  cardie?  .  Do  not  tura 
away  firam  it  widi  disgust;  for  1  am  speaking  of  your  bodies, 
of  which  at  present  you  think  so  much,  and  pamper  with  so 
much  care*    Yes,  you  also  ue  dust,  and  to  diiot  you  must 
«elurn.    Is  ,not  this  suAeient  to  teach  a  wise  man  modera- 
tion ?    B«t  should  yon  he  cast  into  hell,  will  the  reeoUection 
^  what  you  mice  pff^  db^  and  ei^c^cd^  afibrd  you  pleasniw 
timn?    dNo.   iKow  much  you  ghnified  yourselves,  and  li«^ 
.^  ddaeiMMi^,  so  mudh  torment  iMod  scurrow  would  bo 
pvoportiooaUy  heaped  vfaa  jw;   and  whe^  you  had 
peneantad  Ihgaa  w^o  wefiU  not  fidlow  your  pernlciotta 


w«jt>  ^ou  wcfttld  hETO  it  douUM  iiiit6  jbudraUe^  Rct^ 
aviti.  6,  7:  and  dould  yptt  be  ^<  Redeemed  fixMn  tke  earth/* 
and  adttiitled  iato  heaven^  how  miist  you  see  throu^  the 
eniptfilete  of  each  prooeedings;  and  if  Borrow  oould  enter 
yenr  breart  there,  jiou  would  be  sony  for  haTing  so  long 
acied  a  part  fidl  of  folly  And  ingratitude !     Thus  we  see 
iMw  friendly  such  reflections  are  to  the  moderate  ea^ctymcmk 
of  thb  present  state ;  and  this  is  friendly  to  piety.    Real 
^ood  iaay  therefore  be  expected  to  arise  tberefit>m;  and 
wfaateTer  faBis  » tendency  to  bring  ua  properly  to  ourselyes^ 
find  oor  true  interested  is  an  advantage  worthy  of  oar  notice.' 
Tkey  are  ike  chief  sUmula  to  hofy  walkwg  mUh  God. — It 
ie  with  this  design  that  he  has  been  pleased  to  sot  lifo  and 
dealh  before  us;  that  we,  being  alarmed  at  the  one,  and  ex-^ 
cited  by  the  other,  nay  dioose  Kfe,  and  be  blessed  for  ever. 
What  but  Ae  dread  of  hell  could  induce  men  to  give  up  their 
sins  ?    Or  what  but  the  hope  of  heaven  encourage  bellevera 
themselves  to  persevere  in  holiness,  amidst  the  taunts  and 
frowns  of  the  world  ?    It  was  this  recompense  of  reward 
that  led  the  aneient  worthies  to  renounce  their  all,  that  tiie^ 
might  obtain  the  heavenly  inheritance ;  and  the  apostle  of 
the  Gentiles  declared,  <'  What  things  #eare  gain  to  me,  thoso 
I'  counted  loss  for  Cbrist^f  by  any  means.  I  might  attam  to 
the  resurrection  of  the  dead.*'    A  firm  belief  in  the  revealed 
iHM  of  God  concerning  eternity,  will  ftiahSs  the  most  diffieulit 
tUngi  in  rdigion  easy,  and  lead  us  at  aU  eveilts  to  secuitr 
the  favour  of  our  €h>d«     It  wffi  maJfiC^  us  careful  of  onr 
thoughts,  pvinoiples,  words,  and  actions;  kn#wingttatl9 
Inm  actiooB  are  weighed,  afud  that'  nothing  wiU  be  ao^^pta-- 
Me  to  him,  if  sineerity  be  wanting ;  and  what  iiT  not  aecepted: 
will  not  be  rewarded  by  him.    YfhHL  we  foel  disposed^  ieotm 
the  love  of  the  world,  the  weakness  of  onr  foith,  or'  our  na-^ 
tnnd  slothfnlness  and  bac^wairdness  tO"  that  whiefa  is'.gjood^. 
to  put  off  rdigion  to  a  fiiture  period,  it  is  ae  Aough  eternity* 
cried  aloud,  *^  Prepaise  to  meet  thy  Gfod«' '    If  wehave  lUt^wot^ 
.abihething  of  the  Divkie  goofdnass,  reteaiedto  us  1^  believ^' 
lag,  and  become  slack  attdindifiNrenlf  if  we  are  for  restinif 
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in  fbrms,  or  past  experience;  if  we  suffer  tbe  world  to  creep 
in,  and  begin,  in  consequence,  to  neglect  ordinances,  as  the 
reproving  voice  cried  out  to  tbe  prophet  of  old,  ^^  What  do« 
est  tbou  here,  Elijah  ?''    So  eternity  may  be  said  to  cry  to  us, 
^  Why  is  thy  closet  forsaken  or  coldly  attended  ?     Why  hast 
thou  ceased  to  attend  the  table  of  thy  Lord,  or  art  so  seldom 
there,   and  art   so  little  affected   at    that  solemn  ordi- 
nance ?    Why  art  thou  so  trifling  in  company;  so  careless 
to  promote  piety  in  thy  fiimily,  so  distant*  with  truly  spiri- 
tual characters,  so  improperly  employed  on  sabbath  days? 
Why  is  thy  love  become  cool,  thy  zeal  lukewarm,  and  thy 
soul  so  completely  indisposed  to  those  higher  states  of  holi- 
ness to  which  thou  didst  once  aspire  ?    If  a  sense  of  eterni- 
ty will  not  alarm  these  sleepers  in  Zion,  nothing  will ;  some 
are  alarmed  thereby,  and  recover  themselves  from  this  trea- 
cherous snare,  and  work  the  works  of  God  with  zeal  and  di- 
ligence; many,*  however,  sleep  on,  till  poverty  and  want 
come  upon  them  like  armed  men.    Those  who  are  most 
careftll'to  please  God  and  glorify  his  name,  find  great  be- 
nefit from  these  considerations.  They  feel  daily  the  necessity 
of  being  always  ready.    They  observe  that  the  wise  virgins 
had  no  oil  to  spare.    Nothing  appears  half  so  dreadful  to 
tbese  as  the  thoughts  of  final  banishment  from  their  God. 
What,  tbey  are  ready  to  cry,  be  banished  from  these  glori- 
ous realms,  and  have  our  portion  with  the  slothful  servants  . 
who  knew  their  Lord^s  will,  but  did  it  not !     What,  with 
the  promises  of  Grod  in  our  hands,  and  the  prospects  of  hea- 
ven in  our  eyes,  shall  we  neglect  our  own  mercies,  and  bring, 
destruction'  upon  our  souls  by  folly  and  negligence!    Such 
thoughts  as  these  are  as  spurs  in  their  sides,  and  constrain 
them  to  use  every  exertion  to  enter  the  kingdom  of  God,  to 
find  the  hid  treasure,  and  to  buy,  at  the  expense  of  all  they 
possess,  the  pearl  of  great  price.    Their  views  of  eternity 
cause  them  to  run  their  race  with  patience,  to  fight  the  good 
iSght  of  fiiith,  to  keep  their  bodies  under,  to  watch  and  pray, 
and  to  be  diligent  in  every  good  word  and  work;  and  when 
all  is  done,  they  are  constrained  to  acknowledge  that  they 
are  ^<  unprofitable  servants.'* 

3  p 
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.  Oh  then  let  all  tbmt  read  tbese  lines  lay  it  OMiet  ^moosly 
to  heart  to  glorify  God,  by  turning  to  him  with  att  their 
hearts,  that  they  may  not  be  tormented  at  the  last  with  firt 
and  brimstone  in  the  presence  of  Grod  and  his  holy  angdjsl 
'FoTj  though  it  is  admitted  that  the  judgments  of  acme  at  tha 
last  day  will  be  more  tolerable  than  olherR,  all  in  hell  wiU 
be  indescribably  dreadful,  and,  with  eternity  stamped  upo9 
them,  insupportably  heavy;  and  yet  they  must  be  born« 
ages  without  end.  May  God  Almighty  incline  our  souls  t9 
seek  their  rest  in  hiui^  that  we  may  finally  partake  of  the 
blessings  of  the  heavenly  Canaan^  and  be  crowned  with 
everlasting  joy !    Amen. 


CHAP.  VI. 


•K  MISTAKES  III  COHVBBSUMf. 


These  mi 

}t  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  many  have  misunderstood  Iht 
nature  of  true  conversion,  and  have  substituted  in  its  stead 
]>art  of  it  for  the  whole,  or  what  has  msembled  it  fo^r  thf 
thing  itself.  Both  are  pernicious;  they  who  come  short  of 
it,  and  they  who  wander  wide  from  it,  being  found  much  in 
the  same  circumstances.  This  does  not  arise  from  any  am? 
biguity  or  mysteriousness  attending  conversions  it  rather 
prises  fi^mthe  iadifferency  of  men's  minds  concerning  it|aii4 
their  love  of  that  to  which  it  stands  in  opposition;  that  is 
•in.  We  can  find  a  thousand  excuses  for  not  parting  with 
(hat  which  we  love:  and  this,  if  theve  were  norther  caus^ 
js  sufficient  to  account  for  die  piistakes  th^  are  mads  about 
conversion.  Those,  however,  who  love  truth,  and  w<ottl4 
not  be  deceived  in  an  affiur  of  such  importance,  sponld  dft 
well  to  ojcamine  them  carefiiUy,  and  avoid  them.  U  ^f 
l^lready  been  observedf  that  grace  if  rafust^  fcgr  tb^sf  wlbf 
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f est  in  rdi^ous  forms  and  ceremonies,  wbicb,  if  it  bad,  not 
been  spoken  of  under  tbat  head,  mi^ht  witb  propriety  bare 
been  introduped  bere,  as  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  tbat  many 
know  nothing  more  of  conversion  than  this;  and  would 
Almost,  if  not  altogether,  uncbristianize  those  who  dared  to 
suspect  them  deficient  in  piety :  but,  certainly,  whether  it 
offends  them  or  not,  a  man  may  have  the  form  of  godliness,  and 
yet  be  totally  destitute  of  the  power.  The  Pharisees  paid 
tythe,  frequented  the  synagogue  and  temple,  and  said  long 
prayers;  but  they  not  only  did  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  themselves,  but  hindered  those  that  were  entering; 
for  which  they  were,  among  their  other  selfish  and  hypo- 
critical works,  to  receive  the  greater  damnation !  Let  none 
Ciierefore  trust  in  forms,  gifls,  worldly  endowments,  reading 
religious  books,  &c.;  for  it  is  not  sufficient.  We  will  now 
notice  these  mistakes  in  order. 

The  first  mistake  I  shall  notice  is,  tluA  they  were  convert^ 
ed  in  their  baptism. — ^Baptism  in  doubtless  an  ordinance  of 
Christ,  and  to  be  administered  to  all  adult  persons, 
whether  Jews  or  Heathens,  who  embrace  Christianity^ 
and  to  their  offspring ;  the  promise,  signified  by  baptism,  of 
the  influences  of  the  Spirit,  and  a  right  to  gospel  privileges, 
being  made  to  us  and  to  our  children.  As  I  consider  the 
mistake  here  alluded  to,  as  originating  with  those  who  have 
been  baptised  in  their  infancy,  I  speak  to  tbat  alone.  Many 
of  these  suppose,  or  persuade  themselves,  or  are  persuaded 
by  others,  that  they  were  converted,  or  regenerated,  at  tbd 
time  of  their  baptism.  At  that  time  they  were  dedicated  to 
{he  Lord,  were  considered  visible  members  of  Christ's 
chnrcfa,  placed  under  his  immediate  protection,  as  the  Me- 
diator of  the  everlasting  covenant,  and  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  of  Christianity ;  to  commence  as  soon  as  they  were 
capable  of  receiving  them.  These  are  certainly  great  mer- 
cies ;  but  the  design  of  baptism  is  not  fully  accomplished  till 
the  grace  of  it  is  received,  and  produces  ^^  a  death  unto  sin^ 
and  anew  birth  unto  righteousness;  for  being  by  nature  born 
in  sin,  and  the  children  of  wrafli^"  by  grace  we  become  thtf 
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children  of  God.  Can  any  one,  therefore,  who  conaiden 
tjie  nature  of  this  change,  conclude  that  it  will  not  be  fol- 
lowed with  a  suitable  conduct  ?  If  the  tree  be  made  good, 
will  not  the  fruit  be  good  also  ?  If  this  be  admitted,  and  I 
see  not  how  it  can  be  denied,  then  it  follows  that  those  who 
live  in  sin,  either  were  not  so  converted  in  baptism,  or  thej 
have  departed  from  it,  and  roust  be  converted  again  or  pe* 
rish;  since  all  repentance  which  produces  not  its  proper 
fruit  will  be  so  fiir  from  benefitting  us,  that  it  will  itself 
need  to  be  repented  of;  and  where  is  there  one  who  incul- 
cates such  erroneous  opinions,  or  one  that  imbibes  them, 
that  does  not  live  in  sin  ?  Let  nc^,  therefore,  any  deceive 
themselves  with  the  supposition  that  they  were  converted  in 
their  infancy,  when  there  is  not  the  smallest  proof  of  any 
such  thing ;  or  dream  that  he  who  is  a  Spirit,  and  requires 
spiritual  worship,  should  be  so  pleased  with  forms,  tJiat  if 
one  form  be  observed  oncf ,  we  may  follow  the  world,  the 
flesh,  and  the  devil,  the  rest  of  our  life,  without  fear  or  con* 
cem  about  our  salvation.  Let  them  rather  humble  them* 
selves  in  the  dust,  and  take  the  apostle's  advice,  5<  Draw 
nigh  to  God-^lcanse  your  hands,  ye  sinners;  and  purify 
your  hearts,  ye  double*minded«  Be  afflicted,  and  monniy 
and  weep :  let  your  laughter  be  turned  to  mourning,  and 
your  joy  to  heaviness.  Humble  yourselves  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord,  and  he  shall  lift  you  up."  This  will  afford  hope 
of  salvation ;  while  persisting  in  such  a  dangerous  error  as 
that  here  opposed,  will  bring  inevitable  destruction  on  the 
offender. 

2.  Thai  toe  may  be  converted  and  not  know  H. — ^This  is  a 
common  mistake,  not  only  among  those  who  make  no  pre- 
tence to  religion,  but  among  professors  of  religion,  who  con- 
sider themselves  as  standing  high  in  the  Divine  fevour ;  and  it 
is  founded  on  the  denial  of  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
To  deny  this  inspiration  is  to  set  the  Bible  aside,  at  least  so 
much  of  it  as  teaches  the  necessity  of  spiritual  influence.  It 
speaks  of  the  effects  of  the  agency  of  the  Spirit  in  terma 
which,  if -Words  have  any  meaning,  shew,  that  though  the 
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Mianner  of  his  operation  is  mysterious,  the  effects  are  not  so, 
to  those  in  whose  minds  they  are  produced,  ^^  Ye  have  an 
unction  from  the  Holy  One,  and  ye  know  aU  things. — ^We 
know  that  he  abideih  in  us,  by  the  Spirit  which  he  hath  given 
va. — ^The  Spirit  itself  beareth  xoUness  with  our  spirit. — ^Now 
be  which  establisheth  us  with  you  in  Christ,  and  hath  anointed 
us,  is  God;  who  hath  sealed  us,  and  given  us  the  earnest 
of  the  Spirit  in  our  hearts.^  Is  it  possible  that  this  earnest^ 
this  sealing^  this  anointings  establishing^  bearing  wUnesSj  can 
take  place,  and  not  be  known  ?  Is  the  unclean  spirit  which 
worketh  in  the  children  of  disobedience,  so  much  like  that 
Hob/  Spirit  which  dwells  in  believers,  and  guides  them  in« 
to  all  truth  and  holiness,  that  it.  is  impossible  to  distinguish 
between  them  in  their  operations  ?  Would  it  be  less  than 
blasphemy  to  assert  it  ?  Some  indeed  may  say,  ^  We  do  not 
mean  to  insinuate  but  that  the  primitive  christians  might 
know  these  things/  And  why  not  us  ?  Were  the  privileges 
of  the  gospel  confined  to  that  age  ?  Were  they  not,  like 
ourselves,  the  servants  of  sin;  and  was  not  the  change 
wrought  in  them  effected  by  Divine  grace  ?  And  are  not  sin 
and  grace  the  same  in  all  ages  i  Of  what  use  are  tbe  scrip- 
tures  to  us,  unless  they  are  to  produce  the  same  effects  in 
our  minds  as  in  their's?  They  were  given  to  make  us  '^  wise 
unto  salvation."  If,  however,  they  concern  us  not  equally 
with  past  generations,  they  are  become  useless  as  an  old 
almanack :  threatenings,  precepts,  promises,  examples,  re* 
proofi,  rewards,  punishments,  declarations,  invitations,  and 
commands,  must,  on  such  reasonings,  pass  for  nothing;  and, 
alas,  with  the  generality  of  persons,  this  is  is  awfully  the 


St  Paul  informs  us  that  the  <^  ministration  of  righteous- 
ness exceeds  that  of  condemnation;"  that  is,  the  glory  of 
the  gospel  dispensation  is  greater  than  that  of  the  law.  He 
even  says,  that  the  latter  had  no  glory,  by  reason  of  the  glo* 
ry  that  excelleth,  as  the  rising  sun  swallows  up  the  light  of 
the  lesser  luminaries :  yet  they  could  say,  and  sing,  ^'  Bless 
the  Lordr— >who  forgivetb  all  thy  iniquities,  &c."    But  with 
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ffhat  propriety  can  we  iky  ttl«,  if  what  was  np^iraced  aiiif 
kfiowA  in  days  of  old  is  bkldm  fit>m  as  n6w  ?  Wonld  it  not 
hire  been  better  to  bate  Kved  in  tbe  dajs  of  Oarid,  if  sucfc 
Messing  were  known  and  aduiowledged  then,  rather  than 
tinder  the  goipel,  in  theto  latter  ages,  where  Such  things  are 
Hot  now  either  known  or  IfeW  ?  Let  us,  however,  remember 
that  **bis  mercy  is  from  everlasting  to  everbtsthfg  tow^ri^ 
them  that  fear  him^  and  his  righteousness  to  ehildrenV 
children." 

The  promises  of  God  in  general  allude  to  the  gift  of  the 
Spirit,  and  in  such  expressions  as  ^irfBciently  shew  that  this 
influence  was  to  he  powerfully  ftlt.  Thus  the  prophet 
Isaiah,  ^  I  ^ill  pour  water  upon  him  that  is  thirsty^  ancf 
floods  upon  the  dry  ground  ;'^  and  oor  Lord,  ^If  any  manr 
thirst,  let  him  come  unto  me  and  drink — and  oi^  of  his  belly 
ifhall  flow  rivers  of  living  water.  Tliis  spake  he  of  the  Spi« 
fit/*  Do  not  these  promises  l>elong  to  believers  ?  And  if 
ft  possible  (or  them  to  be  fulfilled,  and  the  persons  who  an^ 
Ihe  subjects  of  kuth  grace  be  altogether  insensible  of  it;  oi' 
(he  Spirit  dwell  thus  in  men,  and  produce  no  change?  Thi^ 
tiiange  can  be  no  other  than  conversion,  bringing  in 
^  the  Ditine  nature  ;**  the  denial  of  which  is  neither  mor^ 
tior  less  than  a  denial  of  genuine  Christianity.  Such  persontf 
iiill  perhaps  allow  that  the  law  of  Ood  is  binding  upon  us,' 
tod  it  is  natural  to  enquire  how  this  obedience  may  be  paid? 
It  seems  by  their  own  confession  that  formerly  God  worked 
in  them  to  win  and  do  of  bis  good  pleasure,  that  they  might 
work  out  their  salvation ;  but  refhses  the  same  help  to  us  at 
present,  whose  souls  are  as  precious  to  us  as  thcir^s  were  td 
them ;  and  yet  expects  us  to  observe  these  commands  dili-' 
gently.  What  is  tliis  but  to  n^present  him  partial  and  ifn« 
kind  ?  Fharoah  is  condemned  as  ufircasonitbly  severe  for 
refusing  straw  to  the  Israelites,  yd  requiring  the  same 
quantity  of  work  as  when  it  was  allowed  them ;  and  Aid 
opinion  attaches  equal  blame  to  Ood,  as  aflbrding  that  as- 
sistance to  some  to  do  his  will  which  he  absolutciv  refuses  to 
others,  and  ret  expects  them  to  perform-  it  as  perfectly  tt» 
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those  who  j^eceived  all  die  help  their  eitvation  required.  To 
(ihiB  it  may  be  objected,  ^  Ok,  we  do  not  deny  that  help  may 
be  granted  and  blessings  be  bestowed— *we  admit  this;  what 
we  say  is,  there  is  no  seusibh  percepiion  of  these  things/  To 
ihis  I  would  answer,  Can  you  perceive  the  difference  between 
*^  briers  and  thorns,  and  a  well-watCTed  and  flourishing 
garden,  Heb.  yi«  8,  Jer.  xxxi.  12;  between  darkness  and 
light,  Ephes.  v.  8;  bondage  and  glorious  liberty.  Gal.  iv^ 
S4,  Rom.  viii*  21 ;  wild  beasts  and  harmless  sheep,  3  Pet*  ii« 
12,  1  Pet*  v.  2,  S ;  dead  and  corrupted  trees,  aiid  verdant 
flourishing  and  fruitful  trees,  Jude  12,  Psal.  i^  8;  wells 
without  water  and  over-flowing  fountains,  2  Pet.  ii.  19^ 
John  iy.  14  ?  I  think  you  are  constrained  to  acknowledge 
that  you  must,  and  these  are  the  scriptural  descriptions  of 
those  who  are  not  converted  and  those  who  are.  And  cail 
any  pass  from  the  one  state  to  the  other,  and  not  know  it-^ 
not  be  sensible  of  ^  change  ?  To  which  may  be  added^ 
that  such  as  are  tnly  converted  are  represented  as  being 
•lain  by  the  law,  dead,  buried^  quickened,  raised  with  Chris^ 
aetting  their  affections  on  things  above,  and  sitting  with 
their  Lord  in  heavenly  places,  Goh  iii.  1,  &c.,  £ph.  ii*5,  6.  AU 
Ittsions  of  this  kind  are  so  numerous,  tiiat  he  who  denies  the 
possibility  of  feeling  and  understanding  the  Spirit's  work 
upon  the  heart  of  man,  that  he  who  is  the  subject  of  it  can* 
not  perceive  it,  or  the  change  it  produces,  is  blind  indeed. 
He  may  pass  for  a  man  of  wisdom  in  the  estimation  of  those 
who  haire  the  form  but  deny  the  power  of  godliness;  but  ht 
in  net  wise  before  God  or  before  those  that  belong  to  him. 

3.  Tkei  a  goad  hope  is  iufficient. — ^Thene  are  very  few  per*- 
aons  to  be  found  who  do  not  entertain  a  hope  of  everlasting 
salvation,  whether  th^  embrace  the  covenant  of  their  God 
4Mr  not.  Wsfe  you  to  ask  all  you  meet  for  a  whide  day, 
whether  th^  look  for  heaven  when  they  di^  it  is  highly 
fimbable  yon  would  receive  for  answer,  ^  I  hope  so  J  Men 
aeem  to  aasiiaie  a  raglit,  as  by  general  coBS«iit,  to  expect  eteri» 
mX  happiness,  let  their  hearts  and  lives  be  whatever  tihey  may ; 
4hqr  do  ppt seen  to eaiertaintlieaaiallest doubt*  Whatast^ 
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tiishiiig  presumption !  How  dare  any  man  fiope  tkat  hie  reward 
18  with  God,  who  tramples  on  his  laws,  and  reAises  the  offers 
of  his  mercj !  Nothing  can  be  more  unscriptural  or  attended 
with  more  dreadful  consequences.  If  those  that  believe  not 
are  condemned  already,  how  Tain  is  it  to  hope  for  acceptance 
from  him  at  last,  unless  they  are  reconciled  to  him  here,  and 
live  to  his  gloiy !  Yet  this,  with  perhaps  good«natnre  in  one, 
liberality  in  another,  and  a  few  shreds  of  something  like 
piety  in  a  third,  is  all  that  is  known  of  conversion  by  multi- 
tudes) and  is  coiisidered  as  quite  sufficient !  What  need  is 
there  of  making  so  much  ado  ?  We  must  mind  our  business. 
We  hav^  sonKthiiig  else  to  do  than  be  always  on  our  knees. 
Grod  is  niercifttl,  and  Christ  died  for  all.  We  love  cheerful 
piety.  We  are  no  enthusiasts.  We  hate  so  much  cant.  We 
hope  that  our  hearts  are  no  worse  than  others.  Thus  thou- 
sands are  deceived,  they  neither  know  the  nature  nor  the 
worth  of  the  wedding  garment,  nor  put  it  on.  The  hope  of 
the  hypocrite,  and  that  of  the  unjust  man  pertsheth.  Thej 
hear  this,  but  are  unaffected,  because  they  apply  it  to  others 
instead  of  receiving  it  as  their  own  portion.  Hypocrites, 
with  them,  are  the  persecuted  followers  of  the  Lamb ;  and 
unjust  men,  fraudulent  and  dishonest  characters.  They  en- 
large on  the  &ilings  of  others,  and  extenuate  or  explaia 
away  their  own ;  and  by  these  and  such  like  means,  contrive 
lo  cheat  their  immortal  souls,  feeding  them  with  the  husks 
of  vain  hopes,  till  they  perish  in  their  own  deoeivings.  A 
little  serious  reflection  might  convince  such,  that  as  many 
a  sick  man  has  hoped  to  recover,  and  yet  has  died ;  so  ho 
who  hopes  for  heaven,  should  have  some  foundation  for  his 
hope ;  and  that  cannot  be  rightly  placed  bnt  in  the  word  of 
truth,  and  this  holds  forth  Christ  as  Iheoidy  refuge  of  the  soul. 
The  hopes  of  all,  therefore,  will  necessarily  be  blasted  who 
do  nut  fly  to,  and  take  refuge  in  him,  as  certain  as  many  a 
sick  man  has  been  deceived  with  the  hope  of  recovery.  Let 
all,  therefore,  beware  of  deceiving  their  souls  with  suck 
hopes  as  leave  them  idle,  indifferent,  censorious,  and 
wrapped  up. in  canal  security;  for  conversion  is  quite  aiio^^ 


tiior  tluflg,  and  ft  wdl^miadted  hope  piQdvees  very  Affer- 
ent effect.  That  hope  whkfa  k  of  Grod  kadb  to  him,  being 
ef  a  saving,  and  ponfying  nature ;  while  the  hope  of  worid-* 
lings  tends  only  to  harden  them  in  their  sins,  and  to  oppose 
the  gracioas  optratioiifi  c^  the  Divine  Spirit. 

Nor  is  thia  evil  confined  to  the  individual  only :  it  spreads 
ita  influence  deep  and  wide,  one  hoping  fer  another.  ^  We 
h^>e  we  see  ike  want  of  such  a  one ;  we  hope  he  has  a  good 
heart  with  all  his  fidlies;  we  hope  he'll  mend,  and  prove 
hett^  than  he  seeaon;  and  we  hope  he  means  no  harm  to 
any  body/  Both  the  living  and  the  dead  share  in  their  fii« 
vour,  espeaialiy  the  laAter.  How  gravriy  do  we  hear  them 
my,  at  the  death  of  their  oamal  and  even  profligate  neigh- 
bours and  acquaintanoss,  and  who  have  quitted  the  world 
wUhont  the  smallest  trace  of  gennine  repentance^  ^  WdU,  he 
is  gone — I  hope  he  is  new  at  rest — ^he  is  gone  to  a  better 
place.  While  otiiers,  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  ajwient  sopersti*^ 
lion,  fervently  pray  Ibr  the  dead.  ^  God  rest  their  souk-r-the 
worst  is  past — ^they  died  like  lambs!'  As  though,  when  die 
strength  of  nature  is  exhausted,  they  could  discover  the  rage- 
and  struggles  of  a  living  lion !  They  must  be  most  in&monsr 
characters  indeed  who  have  none  to  hope  them  to  heaven ; 
and  it  would  be  an  enermous  breach  of  charity  to  dissent  on 
subjects  of  this  kind.  If  this,  hofnever,  be  true,  the  BiUe  is 
not;  for  it  aflbrms  that,  ^^  he  that  being  often  reproved,  bar* 
deneth  bis  neck,  shall  euddenly  be  destroyed,  and  that  mih'- 
mU  retmtfy/*  and  that  the  end  of  those  who  mind  earthly 
things  is  nasfBiKJTioir.  From  hence  it  clearly  ai^pears,  that 
such  fidse  hopes  are  a  dveedful  delusion,  and  cannot  be  too 
carefully  avc^ded. 

4.  ConfM$klmgreligm»  prof emmwkh  corned  — ^Many 
who  are  not  so  grossly  ignorant  as  the  characters  ahready 
motioned,  gveatly  mistfldBe  in  this  respect.  That  it  is  the 
duty  of  all  who  call  tlpemstives  christians  noMy  to  declare 
it,  will  not,  I  think,  be  disputed :  but  that  some  should  pro- 
les a  purer  ohristkmity  than  otha«,  is  deemed  useless  by 
many;  and'such  a»eol|sa  persecuted  fay  ^ese,  as  unnecessa- 
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rily  precise.  One  Would  think,  however,  that  if  reli^on  is^ 
worthy  of  profession  at  ail,  its  utitaost  puritj  and  spiritualitjr 
ought  to  be  acknowledged*  That  which  delivers  man  from, 
the  tyranny  of  the  infernal  powers — from  the  follies,  crimina- 
lities, and  disquietudes  of  this  present  evil  world — ^from  the 
condemnation  of  the  violated  law,  and  the  terrors  of  a  guilty 
conscience — ^that  admits  us  into  the  fiunily,  and  makes  us 
heirs  of  God,  and  all  the  blessings  of  the  New  Covenant-r* 
holiness,  usefulness,  happiness,  and  heaven,  is  indeed  wor- 
thy of  our  highest  esteem :  and  he  that  is  ashamed  of  profes- 
sing what  is  of  such  inestimable  value,  deserves  to  be  bran* 
ded  with  everlasting  infiimy.  At  the  same  time,  a  bare  pro- 
fession does  not  imply  conversicNi,  though  many  seem  to 
think  it  does.  We  may  be  found  with  the  little  flock  of 
Christ ;  so  were  the  disciples  for  a  while  Aat  went  back  and 
walked  no  more  with  him.  The  wise  virgins  had  an  equal 
number  of  foolish  companions.  The  tares,  or  darnel,* 
grow  so  thick  among  the.  wheat,  that  they  cannot  bo 
aeparated  till  the  general  harvest.  Saul  and  Balaam  were 
among  the  prophets.  The  Pharisees  made  a  sounding  pro- 
Ibssion ;  yet  crucified  Christ,  and  put  his  servants  to  death. 
We  may  read,  pray,  sing,  dispute  concerning  points  of  doc- 
trine, take  truth  to  be  all  on  our  side,  be  zealous,  and  pass 
ki  our  own  estimation  for  good  christians,  especially  if  we 
should  boast  of  great  liberality  of  sentiment,  and  still  remain 
atrangers  to  the  power  of  religion.  We  may  .read  the  most 
excellent  authors,  and  know  the  Bible  from  beginning  to 
end,  have  good  desires,  attend  an  evangdical  ministry,  and 
not  know  experimentally  after  all,  that  the  ^^  Son  of  man  hath 
power  on  earth"  or  in  heaven  *'  to  forgive  sin."  All  these 
things  may  be  done,  and  yet  the  soul  remain  unconverted; 
hrokenness  of  heart,  contrition  of  spirit,  and  living  feith  mpy 
bck  wanting ;  and  if  these  are  wanting,  then  the  soul  is  not- 
saved.  To  say  that  conversion  can  subsist  without  the^ 
discovers  a  total  ignorance  of  the  gospel.  Family  connex- 
ions, modes  of  educi^on,  national  prejudices,  mi^tsJten  viewf 
oC  themselves,  low  notions  of  tl^  spirituality  of  the  lawj 
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the  puritj  of  God,  and  the  filthiness  pf  moral  -^vil,  maj 
account  for  snch  perBons  resting  in  good  desires,. and  not 
coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  as  it  i^  in  Jesus.  These 
had  need  to  pray  for  an  increase  of  light  and  conYiction^ 
lest,  like  Noah's  neighbours  and  acquaintances,  to  their  final 
loss,  they  should  have  the  aggraTating  reflection  added,  that 
they  once^were  very  near  the  house  and  door  of  mercy;  but 
that,  when  God  shut  the  door,  in  shutting  in  his  saints,  he 
shut  them  mA  among  his  enemies ;  not  because  they  went  so 
fiir,  but  for  not  going  fiirt;her.  ^^  Let  us  therefore  fear,  lest, 
a  promise  being  left  us  of  entering  into  his  rest,  any. of  yo|i 
should  seem  to  come  short  of  it."  Oh  what  a  pity  that  so 
many  who  are  moral,  agreeable  in  their,  manner,  conscieiip 
tious,  attentive  to  forms,  and  of  an  open,  generous  dispositiop, 
should,  like  the  young  ruler  in  the  gospel,  bid  so  fair  for  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  miss  their  way ;  some  through  the  fear 
of  man,  or  the  want  of  full  devotedness  to  God;  and  others 
£rom  the  dread  of  too  much  bustle  and  enthusiasm ! 

I  might  here  take  notice,  that  there  are  many  among  the 
professors  of  Christianity  who  are  far  from  having  the  ex^ 
cellencies  alluded  to  above.  Yes :  there  is  much  love  of  the 
world,  censoriousoess,  interested  motives,  deceitful  ma- 
nceuvres,  scandalous  practices,  and  other  things  which  open 
the  mouths  of  the  wicked  against  God,  and  his  righteous 
ways. '  These  are  some  of  the  greatest  enemies  of  the  cross  of 
'Christ,  not  entering  into  heaven  themselves,  and,  -by  their 
misconduct,  preventing  others  from  entering,  in  who  might 
be  so  disposed. 

.  5.  Thai  U  tends  to  madness. — Its  tendency  to  madness  is 
mipposed  to  arise  from  its  being  too  deep  for  human  compre- 
hension. That  real  conversion  to  God  is  a  mystery  to  an 
unenlightened  mind,  I  admit ;  for  ^^  the  natural  man  discern- 
eth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God."  Yet,  to  a  sincere 
enquirer  after  truth,  it  is  plain  and  simple  in  itself,  and  not 
at  all  calculated  to  disturb  the  mind  in  the  way  supposed, 
unless  through  very  gi^t  misconception  of  its^  nature,  and 
'Mnsequences.    It  is  possible  that  the  solemn  things  of  eter- 


rtity  naj  engross  the  thoughts  of  those  who '  have  the  ieedi 
of  melttncholy  and  insanity  in  their  eonstitntion,  and  produce^ 
effects  on  their  disordered  imaginations  which  lead  some  to 
conclode  that  it -is  the  natural  effect  of  conversion  and  real 
pietj.     May  it  not,  however,  be  asked  whether  this  does  not 
frequently  take  place  where  religion  is  not  concerned ;  and 
if  so,  what  then  is  the  cause  ?    The  fact  is,  that  the  enmi^ 
of  the  mind  against  God  leads  it  to  catch  at  every  circum^ 
Stance  which  may  enable  it  to  vent  its  displeasure  at  piety; 
that  affords  it  a  pretext  for  delaying  the  soufs  return  to 
him,  or  that  leads  it  to  persist  in  its  follies  and  impieties: 
What  is  there  in  a  state  of  penitency  or  conversion  to  dis^ 
turb  the  mental  fkculties?    Is  it  in  avoiding  the  cause  of  all 
our  sorrow ;  in  confessing  our  sins  to  Grod ;  in  learning  his 
holy  will;  in  loving  and  serving  him  }    Is  it  in  rejoicing  itk 
his  salvation,  and  looking  forward  with  confidence,  mixed 
with  pious  resignation,  to  a  state  of  future  happiness  ?    I  ac* 
knowledge  that  there  have  been  those  who,  from  a  view  of  their 
sinfulness  and  ingratitude,  have  been  plunged  in  deep  sor- 
row, and,  through  the  malicious  representations  of  Satan,  and 
their  ignorance  of  evangelical  truth,  have  been  ready  to 
conclude  that  they  had  sinned  beyond  the  reach  of  mercy;  or  at 
least,  that,  before  they  could  become  the  subjects  of  it,  they 
must  wade  through  deep  and  wide  sorrows :  yet,  even  then,  it 
is  widely  diflferent  ttom   melancholy.     Penitent  persons 
dread  death  exceedingly :  the  melancholy  think  scarcely  of 
any  thing  else ;  and  are  often  contriving,  as  their  only  con- 
motion,  to  put  themselves  away.    The  one  look  upon  every 
sin  with  abhorrence;  the  other  fix  frequently  upon  trifles; 
an  innocent  smile,  perhaps;  a  little  pleasantry,  or  a  singte 
word,  fills  them  with  gloomy  apprehensions  of  the  Divine 
displeasure.    A  real  penitent  runs  with  eagerness  to  hear*^ 
and  receives  with  greediness  the  news  of  salvation  by  Jesus 
Christ;  the  other  characters  spoken  of  are  stupid,  solitaiy*^ 
will  receive  comfbrt  from  none,  and  are  often  exceedingly 
angry  with  those  that  tell  them  of  the  kifinity  of  Divine  mer* 
cy,  and  that  Uie  justice  of  God,  which  they  eeem  most  to 
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ikead,  bas  net  in  the  grettt  utoneneat  more  tlmii  an  eqai  va<i 
toit  for  all  their  transgreBsions:  thej  will  nse  no  means,  and 
even  consider  tlie  bounties  of  prorridence  rather  as  curaea 
than  blessings ;  while  the  penitent  tries  every  appointed 
means,  is  astonnhed  that  the  Lord  should  deal  so  boun* 
Itfallj  with  him,  and  receives  his  favours  with  heartfelt  gfa^ 
dtttd^.  More  observations  might  be  made  on  this  sabject ) 
jret  these  are  sufieient  to  shew  with  how  little  truth  melan** 
choly  and  despair  are  to  be  attributed  to  repentance  as  its 
oflbpriag :  but,  even  admitting  this  to  be  the  case,  will  not 
every  reasonable  aMqn  conclude,  that  if  the  insane  are  not 
accountaUe  for  their  actions,  it  would  be  better  to  re^ 
pent,  supposing  it  even  led  to  madness,  rather  than  continue 
impenitent,  and  die  in  their  sins,  with  the  perfect  use  of  all 
their  faculties?  There  would  be  hc^  of  the  one;  but  not 
of  the  other.  By  this  common  snare  of  the  devil,  thousands 
shrink  from  conversion,  fly  to  vain  company,  take  to  sensual 
indulgences,  trifle  away  their  precious  moments  in  vari«. 
ous  kinds  of  gaming,  and  numerous  follies,  till  Aey  have 
qaenched  all  their  convictions,  and  strengthened  and  con- 
firmed themselves  in  their  opposition  to  God  and  his 
rightecHis  government. 

6.  Thai  people  are  no  better  for  conversion. — If  conversion 
implied  no  more  than  exchanging  one  system  or  opinion  for 
uiother,  without  forsaking  sin,  and  sincerely  turning  to  God^ 
tikere  would  be  some  truth  in  this  declaration.^  If  persons 
inconsiderately,  firom  mercenary  motives,  or  Irom  any  othei^ 
cause  not  strictly  conformable  tp  the  gospel  of  Christ,  take 
upon  them  to  assume  the  character,  and  associate  with  the 
spiritnally-minded,  these  may,  alter  a  time,  throw  off  the 
maik,  appear  in  their  true  form,  and  be  guilty  of  many 
improprieties,  which  ought  no  more  to  be  applied  to  the  tru* 
ly  converted,  than  the  hypocrisy  of  Judas  to  the  apostle 
John.  Conversion  is  to  the  soul  what  sound  health  is  to 
Hie  Bkk;  it  removes  all  that  is  hurlM  to  the  man  himself 
all  dmt  Would  render  him  dangerous  to  others,  and  dis« 
poses  him  to  the  conscientious  and  regular  discharge  of 
every  p^rsonal>  relative)  and  social  duty.    It  is  therefore  a 
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gross  Tioktion  of  troth  to  say  tbat  people  are  no  lietter  for 
coBYersioii ;  for  so  sure  as  sobriety  is  better  than  drunken- 
nessy  and  hnmilitythan  pride,  conversion  is  better  than  a  state 
of  sin.  Mnch  depends  upon  the  medium  Uirough  which-  ob- 
jects are  Tiewed.  The  sun  discovers  not  its  rays  in  a  thtdc 
tog;  and  to  a  mind  diseased  by  sin,  and  filled  with  mists  of 
error  and  prejudice,  the  righteous,  thouj^  Grod  declares  the 
contraiy,  is  not^so  excellent  as  his  neighbour;  nay,  his  sin- 
fol  neighbour  is  so  much  more  excellent  than  he,  that,  in  his 
estimation,  the  righteous  man  is  considered  as  the  filth  and 
offscouring  of  all  things.  How  common  it  is  to  hear  per- 
sons exclaim,  that  there  have  been  no  good  limes  since  there 
was  so  much  religion,  even  while  they  are  boasting  of  the 
resources  and  abundant  prosperity  of  the  country.  What  a 
contradiction  is  this!  But  admitting,  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
BBent,  that  times  weire  worse,  what  has  religion  to  do  with 
this  ?  Is  it  not  more  probable  that  the  providence  of  God 
should  rather  bring  judgments  on  a  guiltxlAod  for  its  ofien- 
ees,  than  punish  it  for  the  sake  of  those  that  fear  his  holy 
name,  and  aim  to  please  him  ?  All  this  proceeds  firom  the  ea« 
mity  of  the  mind  against  holiness,  which  represrats  conver- 
sion as  a  useless  thing,  out  of  opposition  to  him  that  so  posi- 
tively commands  it.  We  must  still  say,  <^  He  that  is  after  the 
flesh  will  persecute  him  that  is  after  the  spirit."  Oh  the  bitter- 
ness that  boils  in  some  men's  hearts  against  the  truth,  and  of- 
ten under  a  pretended  kindness  and  concern  for  its  cause  and 
support !  How  will  such  be  shocked  at  their  ungodly  prin- 
ciples, speeches,  and  actions,  when  those  against  whom  they 
have  spoken  all  manner  of  evil  falsely,  for  their  Master's 
sake,  ehall  be  acknowledged  by  him  as  his  servants,  and 
they,  with  their  persecuting  spirit,  be  disowned !  Let  all  of 
this  spirit  consider  this  well.  Converted  souls  are  the  true 
coin  of  the  kingdom,  though  not  always  so  free  Srom  alloy  as 
might  be  wished ;  while  their  enemies,  with  all  their  figures, 
inscriptions,  plate,  or  wash,  are  baae  metal,  and  pass  not  to 
the  treasury  above.  This,  therefore,  is  a  great  mistake;  and 
another  is, 

7»  Thai  comersion  require  man  time  than  ihet/  can  spare.-^ 
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As  the  great  end  of  our  being  placed  here  id  to  prepare  ut 
for  a  futttre  unchangeable  state,  it  never  ccHild  be  the  design 
of  our  Creator  that  we  should  be  sa  occupied  bj  mere  world- 
ly  eoncems  as  to  hare  no  time  for  spiritual  and  eternal 
things.  Where  he  appoints  a  dutjr,  he  must,  as  in  the  ordi- 
naiy  course  of  events,  appoint  a  time  whareia  to  perform  it, 
without  which  nothing  could  be  done.  For  instance,  he  has 
commanded  us  to  consider  our  ways,  to  repent,  believe,  and 
obey  his  word,  to  pray  and  oflSer.to  him  various  and  frequent 
acts  of  worship,  and  to  be  leady  for  every  good  "word  and 
work :  now,  this  cannot  be  done  unless  time  be  given  to  do 
h  in ;  and  th^:«fore  those  who  say  they  have  no  time  for  such 
matters,  either  engage  in  improper  employments,  spend  more 
time  in  lawful  ones  than  they  require,  or  undertake  works 
to  which  th^  are  not  competent :  for  which  conduct  they 
must  answer  to  God ;  and  will  he  not  say,  who  hath  required 
it  at  your  hands'?  But  have  these  objectors  bo  time  for 
pleasure  and  amusement,  for  company,  books,  and  reerea- 
tion  ?  Have  they  no  sabbaths  afforded  them,  no  waste  time 
on  their  hands,  no  opportunities  to  acquaint  themselves  with. 
Gk>d,  and  to  be  at  peace  with  him  ?  If  they  loved  not  dailcT 
ness  rather  than  light,  they  would  not  talk  and  act  after  thia 
manner.  The  conduct  of  thousands,  as  full  of  care  and  bu-* 
siness  as  themselves,  confutes  their  vain  {deas,  condemns 
their  spiritual  sloth ;  and  shews  that  there  are  not  only  times 
for  the  due  discharge  of  all  religious  duties,  but  that  the  or* 
dinary  callings  of  life  may  all,  through  right  motives,  be  ren« 
dered  subservient  to  the  salvation  of  the  soul,  and  the  glory 
of  God,  as  though  the  time  had  been  more  particularly  spent 
in  acts  of  devotion.  This,  like  many  other  mistakes,  arises 
from  the  depravity  of  the  heart,  which,  having  no  inclina-* 
tion  to  vital  godliness,  is  ever  prpne  to  form  excuses  for  its 
coldness  and  neglects,  and  to  throw  the  blame  upon  God^ 
or  his  service,  rather  than  apply  it  to  themselves.  Their 
eyes,  th^ir  feet,  their  hands,  so  fully  given  to  the  world,  only, 
hasten  their  journey  to  the  place  ^^  where  their  worm  dieth 
aot,  and  the  fire  iB  not  quenched;'*  and  should  their  inordi-^ 
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Hftte  attadments  to  these  ibingA  btiag  them  to  tliat  sad  eod^ 
whichy  vithout  convenion,  they  surely  will,  they  will  then 
see  the  pn^riety  of  our  Lord's  wOrds,  (Mark  ix.  48^  Ac.) 
that  tlie  loss  of  these  busy  flMmbers  wtould  be  as  great  gaio^ 
as  the  keeping  and  retaining  of  them  will  proTO  a  loss.  .When 
death  arriTes  what  is  money,  what  Bxe  possessions,  what  ia 
all  our  bustle  ?  All .  will  appear  like  a  dream  when  one 
awaketh.  Then  he  tiiat  redeemed  his  dme  and  improyed 
his  talents  will  be  rewarded,  and  the  idle  and  unprofitable 
servant  will  be  bound  ^  hand  and  foot,  and  cast  into  outer 
darkness,  where  there  is  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth ; " 
and  the  poor  besotted  soul  will  awfully  know  tikat  it  was  not 
finr  want  of  time  that  it  arrived  at  those  horrible  dungeons. 
No  :  it  will  then  be  constrained  to  own  that  it  was  not  im-* 
proving  that  whieh  was  giviNi  that  has  proved  the  cause  of 
its  ruin. 

8.  Mktmkei  toncemmg  the  reedwig  of  amvermm. — ^The 
Lord  does  not  confine  himself  to  one  way  in  briaging  aoula 
to  himself.  He  uses  a  variety  of  awthods;  alluring  some, 
and  alanning  odiers.  This,  however,  is  not  the  thing  in*' 
tended.  What  1  allude  to  is  the  view  of  those  who  ha vo 
mistaken  the  true  nature  of  conversion,  and  these  I  purpose 
to  speak  of  under  two  chamelers :  those  who  are  for  having 
it  gradually,  and  such  as  ane  for  gaining  it  suddenly  and  ii» 
great  haste.  The  first  of  diese,  not  having  a  right  know* 
ledge  of  themselves,  and  their  sintlil  state  by  nature  and 
practice,  think  that  the  way  to  find  the  mercy  of  their  God 
is  by  a  kind  of  purdmse:  a  certain  course  of  moral  dutiee 
must  be  perfbrmeid,  certain  portions  of  their  property  must 
be  given  awi^  in  alms,  and  a  due  attention  must  be  paid  to 
certain  religious  fiirms,  and  theQ*-*-what  ?  Then,  because 
they  have  done  their  duty,  hpen  so  cbaritabiey  so  virtuous^ 
and  alway6  belie ved-^-as  ^Christ  died  fi^  them,. and  Godie 
merciful,  they  hdpetbey  eitiier  are  pardoned,  or  diall  be  par^ 
dcmed  soinetinie,  and  go  tip  heaven  when  th^  die.  That  wp 
should  i)erfonn  all  the  duties  of  Christianity  is  admitted,  and 
)s?ftd  virtuous  and  holy  lives;  yet  w^  should  at  the  aaflM  time 
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remember)  that  the  scriptural  way  of  obtdinirig  justrfieation 
before  God  is,  not  th^t  we  must  be  and  do  all  this  to  be 
pardbned,  for  Ood  justifieth  the  ungodly,  that  is,  finds  none 
religious,  that  he  may  justify  them,  but  justifies  thfe  penitent 
without  the  deeds  of  the  law,  that  he  may  become  religious} 
Ibr  we  are  saved  by  grace^  through  faitbj  that  all  boasting 
may  bd  excluded^  This  these  persons  can  neither  compre« 
hend  nor  receire;  for  it  strips  thcfm  of  their  own  righteous- 
ness, and  they  will  hear  nothing  of  accepting  mercy  as  a  free 
gift  through  Christ.  How  hard  to  hear  it  said,  ^^  There  is 
no  difierence,  for  all  have  sinned!"  To  be  told  that  there 
is  but  one  way,  the  way  of  unmerited  favour,  for  the  most 
moral,  and  for  harlots,  publicans,  and  thieves.  Oh  how  the 
nnhumbled  heart  of  man  rises  against  this  doctrine !  It  is  pre- 
sumption, enthusiasm,  error,  and  1  scarcely  know  what — al« 
most  every  thing  that  is  bad ;  and  they  are  the  worst  and  most 
deluded  creatures  that  hold  it.  Poor,  proud,  self-righteous 
Pharisee,  the  broken-hearted  publican,  whom  thy  soul  despis* 
etb,  and  who  cries  out  in  the  anguish  of  his  spirit,  ^^  Grod  be 
merciful  to  me  a  sinner,*'  will  ref oice  in  pardon;  while  thou 
shalt  weary  thyself  in  vainly  striving  to  make  white  thy 
Ethiopian-like  soul,  which  will  only  increase  its  blackness 
by  useless  washing.  Acknowledge  thyself  a  guilty,  hell« 
deserving  sinner,  then  behold  thy  Lord  with  his  vesture  dip« 
ped  in  blood,  and  pardon,  with  all  its  blessed  concomitants^ 
shall  be  thine. 

The  other  character,  those  who  are  for  gaining  it  sudden* ' 
ly  and  in  great  haste,  are  such  as  neglect  their  salvation  till 
they  are  laid  on  a  death- bed,  who,  seeing  the  end  of  all  thtngt 
at  hand,  and  knowing  what  a  sad  account  they  have  to  give^ 
are  all  confusion  and  alarm.:  and  should  they  be  sur<* 
rounded  by  those  Who  will  not  hear  tell  of  religion,  and  who 
ascribe  all  their  fears  to  delirium,  then  persons  must  be  sent 
for  to  converse  with  them  on  religious  subjects,  to  off*er  up 
their  prayers  to  heaven  on  their  account,  and  to  console 
their  minds  on  the  approach  of  eternity.  It  is  affecting  to 
strious  minds  to  see  them  racked  With  pain,  or  tortured  by 
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Rckaett,  wUle  their  ooimtenanoe^  bespedk  the  gredter  an* 
gnnli  of  tlie  soul  wiAin;  to  hen*  their  groans  milled  with 
▼0W8  and  resolutions,  that,  if  Grod  will  spare  them  ind  bring 
them  back  from  the  jaws  1^  death,  how  holity  they  wiU  live, 
and  how  attentive  thej  will  be  to  their  spiritnid  interests ; 
with  frequent  prayers  fbr  mercy  and  satTatkni.  At  othe^ 
times  they  and  their  firiends  are  carefally  looking  Ufe  over 
fbr  some  of  their  good  deeds^  and  after  preying  that  they 
have  not  been  so  bad  as  others,  or  at  least  not  worse,  and 
that  God  is  mercifbl,  the  dying  man,  having  settled  his  a& 
flurs,  and  bring  given  up  by  hb  medieal  attendants^  resins 
himaelf  up  to  death,  to  be  freed  of  his  pains,  and^  ^«f>nig  ttai 
all  is  well,  passes  into  eternity. 

That  tnany  obtain  mercy  in  their  kst  afUctioiifc  I  do  iiol 
deny:  i^  however,  we  are  to  judge  by  the  condtict  of  those  in 
general,  who  unexpectedly  recover  fhonl  dangeiuus  illnesses^ 
then  we  may  rest  assured  that  many  Hre  deceived.  It  is  no 
uncommon  thing  for  those  who  discovered  great  itai%  made 
strong  resolutions  of  amendment,  oiered  anny  praysrsi  anA 
inofessed  not  only  hopey  but  confidence  in  God  ioA  the  time 
of  affliction,  to  foiget  all,  and  to  enter  upon  tbeir  former 
sinful  courses  as  soon  as  their  retvming  heakh  pernritted; 
and,  in  vaneus  instances,  as  though  they  regretted  the  losi 
of  so  much  time  during  Aeir  aflictioB)  they  have  fWow« 
ed  sin  with  gfeafter  grsodiness,  aad  served  the  deiil  with 
greater  ardour  than,  before.  When  men  turn  to  CM  in 
health,  thiy  have  an  opportdnity  of  sheeting  their  sineerify : 
when  it  is  deferred  to  the  last  hours  of  life^  there  is  next  td 
none.  The  ddusions  of  Satan  and  the  deceitfiflness  of  Oe 
heart  unite,  and  are  often  Mrengthened  fay  tfii  ignotait  at« 
tendants  of  the  dying  man^  to  the  soul's  utter  loss  dUd  un- 
doing. I>t  none,  therefose,  rob  themselves  of  eiemal  Wk 
from  the  mistaken  notion  tfmt  d^ferrii^  tonv^rsion  to  the 
time  of  dissolution  is  solBciait  Alas,  how  awfiil  wiH  be  thft 
disappointment,  when^  instead  of  being  admitted  to  the  fr^^ 
•ence  of  God,  they  shall,  trith  all  this  flietsy  prepteation, 
be  thrust  down  to  helli    Ot  Aould God evite hev tibeir 
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crie^)  and  save  them  a#  with  the  skia  ef  their  teeth,  it  is  in- 
finitely better  to  give  ourselves  to  him  without  delay,  and 
not  place  our  toula  in  such  haoardpus  cifcumstanoes.  It  is 
desirable  to  die  the  death  of  the  righteous;  and  even  he  that 
chooses  their  portion,  will  find,  under  all  the  supports  of  re^ 
ligion,  and  the  reflections  on  a  life  spent  in  devotedness  to 
Grod,  that  dying  work  is  hard  worl^  What  then  must  they 
feel  who  have  their  race  to  begin  where  it  ought  to  be  endu- 
ed, the  foundation  to  lay  where  the  house  should  be  finish* 
ed,  and  the  battle  to  fight  when  the  victory  should  be  pro* 
claimed  and  the  victor  crowned !  May  we,  therefore,  avoid 
these,  and  all  other  mistakes;  that,  being  possessed  both  pf 
the  form  and  power  of  religion,  we  may  have  every  scriptu* 
ral  proof  of  our  sincerity,  and  know,  to  our  everlasting  com* 
fi>rt,  that  our  conversion  to  God  was  such  as  he  requires, 
pnd  such  as  he  will  take  pleasure  in  rewarding. 


PART  III, 

TOE  PROGRESS  AND  EFFECTS  OF  CONFERSWN, 


CHAP.  I. 

CONVERSION   SHOULD   NOT   BB  DBLATED. 


JTie  Origin — End — Design — and  Suitability  of  Conversion^ 


Thb  privileges  of  conversioii  are  veiy  great ;  and  all  wbo 
9jre  brougiit  to  understand  their  value  should  be  careful  not 
to  increase  their  guilt,  nor  expose  themselves  to  the  righv 
teoiis  displeasure  of  God,  bj  putting  off  their  conversion  to 
p,  future  period,  for  the  following  reasons :  Conversion  is  of 
grace — it  promotes  the  true  end  of  our  being — conforms  us 
to  Christ — secures  our  happiness — corresponds  with  the  prov 
mises  and  commands — is  suited  to  the  brevity  of  humap  life 
jind  the  ns^ture  of  man, 

ITS  ORIGIN. 

Conversion  is  of  grace. — ^'  It  is  not  of  him  that  willeth, 
nor  of  him  that  runneth,  but  of  Grod  that  sheweth  mercj  ;'* 
ticcording  to  his  purpose,  ^^  who  worketh  all  things  after  the 
counsel  of  his  own  will."  Bj  which  we  observe,  that  our 
salvation  is  wholly  of  grace,  and  that  as  no  man  possesses 
the  smallest  right  to  dictate  to  God  after  what  manner  be 
shall  be  saved,  so  no  man  can  be  saved,  except  in  the  way, 
and  at  the  time  the  Lord  appoints  for  bis  siilvation.  Now, 
as  the  way  of  salvation  is  by  conversion,  and  the  time  of 
conversion  is  the  present  time,  as  saith  the  Spirit,  ^^  To-day, 
}t  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  harden  Aot  your  hearts/'  tlien  nq 
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Hian  ought  to  defer  his  eonvereion  to  God  anomef  moment* 
He  that  puts  it  off  to  a  more  saitable  opportunity,  acts  both 
a  foolish  and  a  dangerous  part :  a  foolish  one,  because  he 
deprives  himself  of  the  favour  of  Grod ;  and  a  dangerous  one, 
because  he  knows  not  but  that  he  may  swear  in  his  wrath 
that  such  sinners  against  their  own  souls  shall. never  enter 
his  resti  It  is  therefore  necessary  that  we  awake  iron)  our 
sinful  lethargy,  that  we  be  no  longer  kept  in  bondage  by  the 
various  temptations  of  the  devfl,  that  we  do  not,  from  yield* 
ing  to  any  unholy  disposition,  or  frdm  any  worldly  conside* 
ration,  put  off  our  conversion ;  nor  deceive  our  souls  under 
a  notion,  that  to  whatever  lengths  of  wickedness  or  folly  wo 
run,  because  God  has  spareid  others  longer  than  he  has  spar- 
ed us,  or  because  others  pray  for  us,  or  because  we  purpose 
soobe  day  to  turn,  that  all  will  be  well.  If  the  mariner  ne- 
glected the  advantages  of  wind,  tide,  and  season,  he  could 
not  be  looked  upon  as  fit  for  his  business ;  and  he  that  delays 
his  conversion  is  acting  much  in  the  same  way,  and  may  ex^ 
jpect  the  same  success.  There  are  seasons  when  ihe  Lord 
more  po\VerfuUy  call's,  and  when  circumstances  appear  more 
favourable  for  conversion,  which,  if  neglected,  may  never  re^ 
turn.  Nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  at^  when  we  consider  what 
an  impious  and  ungrateful  part  that  man  acts  who,  When 
the  Lord  offers  him  mercy  and  salvation,  will  not  accept  of 
it,  turns  away  from  it,  and  will  scarcely  hear  tell  of  it  as 
what  should  immediately  be  done !  His  soul  is  so  much  «IN 
grossed  by  his  domestic  concerns,  his  form  or  his  -mercbaiH 
dize,*  that  he  excuses  himself  fit>m  coming,  or  absoidtely  re* 
fuses  at  present  to  make  his  appearance.  We  see  from  lience 
how  just  it  would  be  in  God  to  declare  that  su^h  shi41  MTOP 
taste  of  his  supper. 

The  conduct  of  many  towards  God  is  as  thongh  they 
considered  thenisel ves  conferring  a  fovour  upon  him,  rather 
than  receiving  one  from  him.  How  exceedingly  prepos^ 
teroiis !  What  can  we  do  for,  or  add  to  him  ?  Can  we 
make  him  wiser,  holier,  better,  or  richer  ?   Surely  not.    It 

|s  God  offering  ftvourp  to  mm^  fitvours  thrit  wQlitmove  nU 
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kit  enli,  wd  wridi  Urn  with  «U  good:  be,  Aaiffere,  ^hq^ 
viU  not  r^fseiye  ttiem  urbep  pff^vedi  but  prefers  tbe  plwi 
mres  and  filtUoesa  of  siA  b^fiMr^  tbrai^  insolts  tbe  Divip# 
Ifajetty,  wd  is  u  dang^F  of  eternal  dettmctioii.  O,  yf| 
itoat*hearted,  that  are  &r  froia  rigfhteouMieflSi  thiak  what 
it  cost  to  redeem  your  souk,  thiak  of  their  wprUi,  and 
yield  this  aM>nient  to  tbe  striyiogs  of  the  holy  Spirit ;  lert 
he  should  be  gtieved,  beeoine  your  irreooacileable  eoemy^ 
and  depart  finom  you !  Confess  your  $ia,  comply  inataatiy 
with  the  overtures  of  mercy^  and  thus  secure  hie  farour 
without  delay. 

ITS  END, 

Tab  true  end  of  our  being  is  the  glory  i^  God.— Fro)a  o|ic 
views  of  his  gtefttnesfl  and  infinite  wisdom,  we  eee  that  i( 
would  be  utterly  inoopsistept  with  bis  per^otions  to  ereat^ 
any  kind  o  fbeing  whose  f^tence  did  not  mpra  or  lesf 
promote  his  glory.  Hence  it  i^  said?  ^^All  thiqgs  were  madfi 
by  him,  and  &r  him/-  Map  is  eertainly  included  faere| 
and  it  tt  a  duty  he  owes  to  bis  Creator  to  iaqpirp  what  i^ 
ezpactedfirom  bi» ;  end)  when  known,  it  ought  to  be  sincofei> 
ly,  dieerfiilly,  and  grptefully  dopp.  Sin  has  made  a  rebel  of 
him ;  but  convrmiPP  restores  him  to  his  allegiance  agaiPf 
Vhufl  when  the  Lord  m^t  S#ul  ip  the  wfy  to  Depiascps,  bf 
■o  sooner  aaw  into  the  wickedness  of  bis  cqpduct,  and  pqrr 
posed  amesdmwty  thap  be  begm  to  n^y,  <<Lord  what  wilt 
Aott  have  me  to  do  f"  and  immediately  obeyed  the  Divine 
divection;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  all  fio  &Upw  his  ewipple, 
God  should  not  oidy  be  glorifipdi  but  always  floriiledi 
therefore  th^  who  have  hitbprto  dishonoured  bim^  cppnot 
possibly  be  too  early  in  their  submissionsr-tcannqt  bffgin  to 
gloriQr  Urn  too  soon«  Iiet  ua  reiect  n  little  how  he  may  be 
gioriSed,  and  att  will  discoypr  the  pocessii^  of  boipg  in  § 
coBverted  tlaite. 

He  is  glorifiad  ip  tke  temfiarat^  and  tbankfol  use  of  the 
eteatttiws.*-^Th^  ri>use  of  Gpd's  ci^tur^  is  a  great  criiie  g 

Who  by  it  not  to  (mrt  to  giro  ^17  to  his  jMoa^ 
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torn  all  their  blesslngfl  into  corses,  Mai.  ii.  9.    This  all 
tmconverted  persone  are  necessarily  guilty  of,  sinee  all  they 
lay  to  keart  is  to  please  themselves.    Oh  let  such  considef 
that  the  Divine  goodness  has  not  only  given  us  the  service 
of  the  creatures,  but,  wliere  their  flesh  is  proper  Anr  ou# 
Nourishment  and  the  increase  of  oilr  comforts,  he  has  per* 
mitted  us  to  take  away  their  lives.    In  addition  to  this,  he 
has  bestowed  upon  lis  fruits,  seeds,  and  vegetables  in  abnn^ 
dance,  with  all  that  tends  to  our  support  and  defence  ;  and 
crowns  all,  by  diffusing  gladness  through  our  hearts  in  the 
tojoymetit  of  all.    We  have  also  numerous  instances  of  his 
tere  and  goodness,  arising  from  the  peculiar  advantages  of 
eur  respective  situations.    Surely  such  indulgence  and  ltbe<* 
raUty  ought  not  to  be  requited  with  fbrgetflilness^  neglect^ 
and  ingratitude.    If  we  were  dealt  with  according  to  our 
^ins,  we  should  be  treated  in  a  very  different  manner.    Let 
OS  then  avoid  such  sinful  conduct,  and  acknowledge  the 
kindnesi  ot  that  munifitent  hand  from  whence  incessantly 
deeeend  such  a  profbsioit  of  benefits ;  and  use  the  creatures 
not  to  excess,  or  in  the  mere  gratification  of  the  natural  ap^ 
peiites,  or  the  inflaming  of  the  Airious  passions ;  neithei* 
should  we  rest  in  them  as  our  supfeme  good;  but  all  should 
be  rendered  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  our  Almighty 
Bene&ctor.    AH  ^bo  are  convened  see  the  propriety  of 
this,  and  act  upon  these  principles ;  and  this  sliewa  how 
tegBrly  we  shoidd  desire  conversion,  since  God  in  all  things 
ahould  be  glorified  through  Christ  Jesus. 

Vfe  glorify  him  fay  observing  his  righteous  commands.'-- 
«<Qod  is  the  king  of  all  the  ettrth,''  and  he  rules  it  by  th^ 
inoat  just  and  eqmtable  laws,  aini  ii  it  was  ever  right  for 
•abjects  to  do  the  will  and  pleasure  of  their  lawfitl  sove<^ 
reign,  it  nmst  indeed  be  right  for  all  to  obey  the  Lord  of 
"^  nil'  He  has  made  known  hid  will  to  us  in  his  holy  word, 
siiid  it  is  Mr  eonfbrmiiig,  oir  not  conforming  to  this  sacred 
ntle,  that  discovers  whether  we  are  righteous  or  unrigh* 
teona,  and  that  entitles  tis  to  praise  or  blame.  His  holy 
laiWB,  indeed,  in  o«ttr  present  sinfhl  and  enfeebled  state. 
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wiihont  his  gracioOM  assistaDce,  wouM  b6  really  grievous 
and  intolerable  to  us  ;  but  all  apprehensions  from  that 
quarter  are  removed  bv  those  precious  promises  which  as«* 
sure  us  of  his  attention  to  our  interests,  and  his  grace  to 
help  us  in  the  time  of  need.  His  yoke,  iar  from  being 
burdensome  to  those  who  are  supported  and  strengthened 
by  Divine  aid,  is  found  to  be  easy,  and  his  burden  lights 
On  this  ground  he  justly  expects  us  to  serve  and  glorify 
him,  as  superiors  among  men  look  for  respect  and  service 
from  their  dependants,  though  in  a  higher  and  nobler  sense. 
In  this  our  blessed  Redeemer  has  shewn  us  a  most  perfect 
example  :  he  came  not  to  do  his  own  will,  but  the  will  of 
him  that  sent  him,  and  to  finish  his  work ;  and  when  his 
last  suffering  scene  drew  near,  before  he  was  received  up, 
he  said  to  his  Father,  ^^  I  have  glorified  thee  upon  the 
earth,  I  have  finished  the  work  thou  hast  given  me  to  do/' 
So  ought  we  to  conduct  ourselves  towards  him  firom  whom 
we .  receive  our  all.  It  is  then  very  desirable  that  we 
should  thus  honour  him;  but  it  cannot  be  done  without 
conversion:  therefore  it  should  not  be  delayed^  lest  we 
should  rob  our  souls  of  the  rewards  of  obedience,  and  bring 
severe  punishments  upon  them  by  our  obstinacy  and  impe-* 
nitence. 

He  is  honoured  by  us  when  we  hve  him  supremelyy  and 
decidedly  prefer  him  to  eveiy  other  object. — ^Wlmtever 
beauty,  gloiy,  order,  or  excellency,  appears  in  any  part  of 
the  universe,  is  from  God ;  and,  in  its  most  perfect  state,  is 
no  more  than  a  faint  resemblance  of  his  excellencies.  He  is 
the  sum  total  of  all  perfection.  His  unsullied  glories,  and 
undecaying  attributes,  his  uncircumscribed  greatness,  and 
unfathomable  love,  exceed  all  description,  and  are  com- 
mensurate with  eternity.  All  that  is  desirable  and  delight- 
ful centres  in  him.  The  enraptured  hosts  of  heaven  derive 
all  their  felicity  from  his  presence  and  fltvour,  and  love  and 
adore  him  to  the  highest  possible  degree  of  the  purest  afiec- 
tion ;  while  every  new  discovery  of  his  glories,  and  every 
fre$)i  display  of  his  excelleDcies^  assures  them  of  ki$  paren- 
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tal  care  and  goodness,  and  the  perpetuity  of  iheir  Uist*  We 
cannot  indeed  expect  such  discoveries  in  our  probatiotiaiy 
state,  as.  that  would  be  utterly  subversive  of  his  design  in 
placing  us  in  our  present  circumstances :  yet  who  but  the 
unthankfiil  and  unholy  will  deny  that  he  is  mindfiil  of  us  ? 
He  manifests  his  love  daily  in  the  support  of  our  bodies^  and 
especially  in  the  salvation  of  our  sOuls^  by  the  benefits  aris«> 
ing  from  the  passion,  death^  and  intercession  of  his  beloved 
Son.  It.  is  this  that  has  made  myriads  cry  out,  <^  We  love 
him,  because  he  first  loved  us."  And  shall  the  inhabitants . 
of  heaven,  who  are  more  capable  of  understanding  his  nature 
and  attributes,  thus  love  him-^Hihall  so  many  of  the  most 
excellent  characters  here  below  love  and  delight  in  him, 
and  prefer  him  to  all  other  objects,  and  comparatively  hate 
property,  liberty,  friends,  relatives,  and  even  life,  for  hia 
sake ;  and  shall  we  be  ashamed  to  be  found  in  such  company  i. 
What  an  astonishing  proof  of  the  love  of  God  have  we  in 
our  redemption !  What  is  the  most  excellent  love  of  all. 
creatures  compared  with  this  ?  We  must  therefore  conclude^ 
that  it  is  our  duty  to  love  God  with  all  that  ardent,  blame« 
less,  and  fruitful  affection,  expressed  by  the  apostle  for  the 
Philippian  church,  by  which  God  is  undoubtedly  glorified : 
*<  This  I  pray,  that  your  love  may  abound  yet  more  and  mortf 
in  knowledge,  and  in  all  judgment;  that  ye  may  approve 
things  that  are  exceUeni^  that  ye  may  be  sincere  and  without 
affenccy  till  the  day  of  Christ,  being  JUled  with  all  the  fi*uits 
of  righteousness  which  are  by  Jesus  Christ,  to  the  glory 
and  praise  of  God."  It  is  conversion  that  produces  all  this^ 
and  will  you  delay  turning  to  God — will  you  be  unwilling 
to  love  such  excellency  ?  Is  it  possible  for  you  to  do  this  too 
soon  ?  Lift  up  your  heart,  and  beseech  him  even  now  to 
shed  abroad  his  love  there ;  that  you  may  begin  the  blessed 
employment  of  praising  and  loving  God,  which  will  never^ 
never  have  an  end. 

God  is  glorified  in  the  dedication  'of  our  persons  to  hi$  ser^ 
i2Jc0.-^The  ancient  tabernacle,  ita  utensils,  and  service  first, 
a^d  the  magnificegt  temple  of  Solomon  fift^rwai^s.  were 
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rtystical  r«pi«8entat|ofM  of  th^  Lor^  of  glerfyHlMM  fcddhf 
"ms  the  **  tme  tabemole  wMdi  tiM  Lord  pttdwwl,  and  not 
niiui,**  and  which  was  mm!  emincMtlj^  Miad  wiA  kb*  glory ; 
and  St.  John  myn^  ^*  We  bdield  hiagfloiy  aalltejgloiyof  the 
ohly-hegotten  of  the  Father,  fall  of  griM  and  tnilb,^*  to 
reaMTod  from  rin  and  efror,  sanctlitd  md  dtef oted  to  the 
aenrke  of  his  Father,    ia  lihe  manner  ehrbtuHi  heKeren 
are  catted  the  temf^  of  God,  at  hahii^  MfmMted  fWna  ehi, 
sad  the  tphrk  of  the  worid,  ud  giren  up  to  Ubk    Si.  PmI 
obterret,  <«The  templeof  Godii  holf,  wWthteaiplayo  are; 
and  if  any  man  datie  the  temple  of  God,  hiar  irMlGodd^ 
fltroy.'*  And  tignia,  ^  What !  hnow  ye  not  timf  yonr  hody  ia 
the  temple  of  the  Holy  CHiott,  which  ia  im  yon,  wMth  ye 
hare  of  God,  and  ye  are  not  yow  oww;  therefore  glorify 
God  ia  your  body  and  in  yout  wfisit  which  are  6od*§." 
Here  the  datj  of  the  chrMaa,  and  the  reaaona  Ihr  ita  ohger* 
annco  are  too  dearly  set  Ibrth  not  to  he  mderatood;  and 
plainly  shew  the  neceesity  of  oar  sainctif  cation,  im  confor* 
arity  to  tiie  Lord  Jeflus.    Whtta  we  are  in:  Ae  wotM  we 
must  attend  to  the  duliea  of  our  respecthre  aituadoBa;  A» 
rank  we  hold  in  §oc|ety ;  the  oSces  we  Ml;  and  the ehame* 
tera  we  anstain ;  and  all  thia  ahouM  he  done  in  a  devotional 
apirit,  and  to  the  glory  of  (3od.    Soaie,  nndet  piatenee  of 
«zdh»g  tte  Lord  Jesua,  htre  spoken  slightly  <^niorality, 
•m-  which  thrf  aae  bigh^  repceheneiblo;  fbr  the  goapel  not 
only  re^res  it  at  our  hinds,  but  expects  it  to  be  purer  and 
more  exteasire  than  any  odier  instttution  whatever;  or 
what  shall  we  think  of  the  sermon  on  tho  nnMHit,  mid  the 
personal,  i^rtalfre,  and  ciril  dutisa  enfinraed  fey  the  gos* 
.pels  and  epistles  ?  ^  Which  thinga  were  Mlf  exeinqprliied  in 
their  own  paisons,  or  corid  any  of  Aem  hanre  said,  ^  Those* 
thinga  whieb  ye  hare  both  learned,  receited,  heard^  and  aeen 
in  ma,  do;  and  the  God  of  peace  Aall  he  with  you  t-    These, 
being  the  precious  fruits  of  fitith,  adorn  the  christian  eharae-^ 
ter,  discovai^  the  sinceritjr  of  our  pratetfioa,  and  aasist  ua  in 
lieeping  a  good  conscience  towards  Gsd  and*  man.    Thna 
oAahig  up^oor  al  toGod^  adonnay  the  dottr  ina  of  dm^foa* 


pdy  uA  feraiinfir  DHrtk  mwb  friuti  our  iMvwIjr  Fwtlmr  jb 
ffargMi  Md  Mff  U«8ied  Mastar  cMdes#eAd9  to  acknow* 
M0B  tt  tir  his  divdplM.  All  tins  »  both  rwBoiiaUe  aidi 
4fliii«Ue(  and  it  is  covfernoB  al«M  iluU  eoaUke  as  t0  at* 
twqpt  it)  or  whavia  it  i«  attonptedt  ewtwiaa  to  proBiote  it. 
Att,  thatefci^  ir]v>  woold  lifeinlueh  a  ttate,  sIkniIiI  bast^ 
Aoir  eOBvaniooi  by  jrieUUtiK  to  tbe  oonvictioBS  of  the  Spirit^ 
tmi  fpeqmmtmg  BA  Mtire  eb«a|[e  tbrougb  bia  pow^fiil  io* 
flomoa*' 

Tbiisy  if  gloii^mg  Ood  ba  tha  thio  and  of  our  bdog,  and 
if  daa^nf  him  tod  Utiiik  in  sia  and  ioqpaoiteiicji  dia*^ 
boBoiir  hiaa^  tban  all  imst  aae  that  oooTaraioii  ia  abaoloteiljF* 
Mceaaaiy  for  all  i  and  irbai  ia  ao,  ahoold  iannodiaieljr  bt 
attaodad  tO|  or  tho  neglaat  majr  ba  followed  by  aiHTul  ooih 
aaDiiBiiaaa» 

ITS  DESIGN. 

CovvsMiov  is  iQtandad  to  coaibn^  ua  to  Christ**'We  are 
nil  called  to  imitate  this  meat  perfect  pAttem  of  all  gpodnessi 
which  maj  alwi^a  bo  done  without  Uie  smallest  danger;  iot 
^etd  iaeirjpreasible  danger  wiU  foUow  the  i^^  We 

lure  commanded  to  be  followers^  or  imitators^  of  him  as  dear 
pbildmi :  and  we  ought  never  to  forget  the  eJLtra(M*dinary 
discoTeiy  of  his  Father's  approbation  on  the  holy  a^oant  t 
^^  This  is  nqr  beloved  Sob)  in  wboai  I  an  well  p}ease4«^ 
For)  though  we  oaanot  attain  to  that  fulness  of  grace  and 
perfootion  which  were  essentially  in  bim^  yet,  through  hia 
4;race,  we  may  be  brought  to  sucb  ^  conformity  to  his  imaga^ 
and  resemblMce  of  his  example)  as  may  bring  us  the  jn^ 
ward  toBtittony  ef  bis  Spirit  that  we  pleaae  bim«  No  chris# 
.tian  should  thinH  of  ooroing  short  of  this  salvation ;  and  when 
obtained  ii  ought  most  assiduously  to  be  preserved)  as  this 
4S  what  principally  eonstitotes  his  consolation  in  this  li^  of 
,trottbl^  difficulty)  fud  temptation.  The  nearer  we  approach 
this  moat  sacred  modal»  the  mmne  we  answer  the  Divine  de» 
.signs  towards  us;  for  God  has  ^^  predestinated  us  to  be  coi^ 
*4»iWd  tf^  ttwi  jup^  and  If 0  lure  priyil(|;ed  to 
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tear  tlie  iinsge  of  llie  heavenly,  as  wo  faaVe  bonte  tint  of  tlie 
eaitifly  Adam,  1  Cor.  xv.  49 ;  and  are  exhorted  to  let  that 
mind  be  in  m  whMi  was  •  abb  in  Christ  Jesas,  Phil.  ii.  S ) 
which  should  teach  us  the  necessitj  of  keeping  this  MeMd' 
pattern  beftre  our  ejes,  that  we  may  at  last  be  enabled  to 
sfcy;  in  deqp  humility,  <  O  Lord,  <<  I  have  glorified  thee  up- 
on Uie  earth,"  and,  though  attended  with  many  weaknesses 
and  imperlbetioos,  ^^  hains  finished  Ae  work  thou  hast  given 
me  to  do,*'  and  still  own  myself  an  unprofitable  servant:* 
<ir,  if  some  of  tiiese  words  mppear  too  stamg  fi»r  the  lips  of 
feeble  dust  to  uttsr^to  wy  at  the  brinh  of  etemi^,  with  the 
valiant  and  pereevering  apostle,  ^  I  have  flHight  a  good 
fight)  I  have  finished  my  coarse j  I  havokept  the  fiiiili.''    In 
speaking  of  Christ's  example,  th«ie  are  thrse  things,  most 
worthy  of  our  attention  and  imitation:  his  deadness  to  the 
world,  his  holy  dispositions,  and  his  communion  with  th^ 

Father. 

■   To  begin  wiA  his  deadness  to  the  world,— It  i»  allowed 
that  while  we  continue  in  the  world,  a  certain  proportion  of 
our  time  and  attention  must  be  appropriated  to  its  concerns. 
The  Divine  wisdom  saw  it  good  for  man  to  be  employed  in 
Jiis  state  of  innoceney  in  dressing  and  keeping  the  garden  in 
which  he  was  placed ;  and  we  are  now  enjoined  by  the  gos- 
Jpel  to  be  ^  diligent  in  business,"  as  well  as  ^<  fervent  in  spi- 
rit, serving  the  Lord,*'  fer  our  own  comfort  and  advantage, 
and  that  of  others:  but  certainly,  worldly  things  ought  not 
wholly  to  engross  our  Aoughts ;  much  less  should  we  pur- 
sue them  from  wrong  motives,  as  is  the  case  of  all  those  ir- 
religious characters  who  study  and  labour  to  '^  make  provi- 
sion for  the  flesh  to  fiilfil  the  lusts  thereof."    Our  gracious 
Lord  condescended  to  labour,  not  in  that  spirit  indeed,  nor 
witii  any  such  view :  his  aim  most  probably  was  to  teach  us, 
that  it  is  best,  upon  the  whole,  and  more  promotive  of  our 
happiness  and  his  Father's  honour,  to  be  thus  employed  in 
our  present  state,  than  to  spend  all  our  time  in  religious  ex» 
ereises  and  acts  of  devotion.    After  leading  a  life  of  com- 
parative frimcj  hr  thirty  years,  we  hear  nothing  of  any  i|i« 
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•dlMate  altacbiBiMt  to  worldfy  concerns,  nor  -of  anj'desiro 
after  gain,  honour/or  parade.  He  sought  iti' all  Eis  ways  td 
do  lis  Jt'aAer's  j^leasore,  aad  that  alone :  and  it  is  our  duty 
to  imitate  his  condtfcl  in  all  out  affiurs  and  interconrse  with 
men  $  'and  should  it  please-  God  to '  increase  our  temporal 
aubstanee^  we  should  not  ascribe  it>1^  our  own  foresight  and 
industry,  bnt  «to  his  blessing ;  siting*  our  hearts  not  upon 
that  which  the  most  worthless  and  ungrateful  men  some- 
times possess,  we  ought  rather  to  tkke  him  'for  our  portion, 
who  giyeth  us  riehly  all  things  to  enjoy. 
^  As  it  rospocts  the  -move  sensual  indnlgences,  idle  curi- 
osity^ vain  ostentation,  ariiflcial  politeness,  insignificant 
Mmi^liments,  sinllil  recreations,  tb&  'innumerable  follies  by 
which  the  carnally  minded  murder  their  time,  spend  their 
substance,  neglect  their  Souls,  and  despi^  their  God,  hb 
waft  first  and  last  perfectly  dead  to  all.  He  justly  contemn- 
ed the  tinsel  of  worldly  glory.  The  highest  pinnacle  of 
liuman  ambition  had  no  charms  lor  him  i  nor  could  selfish 
«nd  base*born  flattety  divert  his  Irpotless  soid  fiom  the  path 
of  rectitude  for  a 'single  moment.  He  was  not  of- this 
%orld,  and^  h6  conducted  himself- as  a  stranger  in  it,  till  he 
•had  coMplet^  onr  redemption ;  and  did  we  in  this  fellow 
his  steps,  and  regard  ourselves  as  strangers  and  pilgrims 
also,  whidi  wb  are  called  to  do,  it  would  be  so  far  from 
being  injurious  to  us,  Aat  it  would  greatly  promote  our 
real  interests;  save  us  from  a  thousaidd Snares  and  delusioni, 
and  cause  us  to  run  with  increasing  deHght  the  race  that  is 
set  before  us.  Were  this  attended  to  properly,  there  would 
not  be  so  many  superficial  characters  among  the  professors 
of  Christianity  as  there  are  at  present,  who  ar^  incapable  of 
bearing  any  reproach,  persecution,  or  inconvenience,  for  the 
sake  of  their  self-denying  Lord  and  Blaster.  •  The  want  of 
this  mortification  is  extremely  hurtful  to  the  soul,  and  gives 
its  malicious  adversaries  many  advantages.  ^^God  forbid,^ 
(said  the- apostle)  that  I  should  glory,  save  in  the  cross  of 
Christ ;  by  whom  the  world  is  crucified  to  me,  and  I  to  the 
world."    This  is  a  glorious  victory^  and  tlio  more  fiilfy  i%  ja 


fopftut  ^ppMtioB  to  tiMi  spirit  of  Hie  wmMf  tbearimiiial 
<bwe  of  Om  <7o»  und  of  the  fleeh»  with  the  prUboflife 
liaviiif  BO  4o«iinioB  over  Urn ;  ]io  ocobiJiiigljr  dmovoned 
vpott  all  oeeoMons  tbol  ke  w«8  Mjr,  Innttlea^  md  sepomto 
from  MiiiierB ;  and  tbal  neiAer  ke  nor  his  kingdooi  were 
from  beitfie.  The  •Imderaue  repprts .  of  kit  hitter  odve^* 
series  conceming  aertiHioiis  end  woildly  deeigw  ma  hioii# 
jTore  fi>unded  aUag^er  inoBvyuid  fidsebood*  He  pro- 
ported  BO  soditioee  tenete ;  he  proitoted  m  eiiercl^  oe 
eonfesioo ;  te  teoght,  oa  the  eontiArjr)  to  <<  give  to  Cesar 
4he  thiBfB  that  were  Cewr's,  and  to  God  the  things  that 
were  Qod V*  We  obesrve  both  in  hie  paUae  aod  prHfOte 
ebaiaeter^  the  illoetrioiis  marks  of  his  p^feet  eonldraiiity  to 
'  his  oira  part  and  iRered  law.  Ldve  is  tba  fulfilment  of  it  i 
iood  in  him  its  dmMisions  iofinitdlj^  earpassod  aU  huame 
eooeeptioo.  JLifce  the  svni  it  shot  finrth  its  g^evioas  ea^  im 
rOveiy  direetiiHi)  viOiont  intermissioB*  Pie  fefU^  thoHgh  «t 
eeemed  fidlj  to  absorb  him*  <«rried  oot  with  it  the  emtlhwt 
vestige  of  omdtjr  or  rashaesp.  His  teeqief  wee  aetokubm 
,ond  geetleneas  itself,  and  his  whole  dppmrtei^at  was  oocosa* 
peoM  by  corretpoadeat  humilityi  moet  siagu)w  modesty 
aod  aflhlnlitj  of  maoaers*  His  epeeeh,  though  sb«rp  mud 
authof  itative,  whea  lefoUed  at  pridoi  or  hjpocri^,  disco* 
vered  that  grlrf^  not  rage,  was  the  fi>antaiii  from  whenee  it 
'^nmg.  His  doetriae  imposed  no  yoko  nppa  vpaakiadf 
ej(cept  what  was  light  aad  easji  and  whiob,  firpm  its  spiri- 
tual naturoy  removed  far  from  their  eboulders  every  (4her 
thet  was  burdensooie  and  grievoust 

If  be  wept  end  soreowed,  it  was  at  Ae  stupidity,  per« 

versenessi  or  misery  of  Us  creatures  {   if  he  ^pressed 

edmiration,  it  was  at  the  iperedaUty  of  bi9  ovvn  people^  who 

beheld  hia  mighty  wwks^  and  yet  received  iuio  not,  o^at 

.  the  feitb  of  strangen  who  had  not  looked  M  such  e  Saviouv, 

\  bvt  feceive4  him  y^bm  tbay  saw  bis  wears  airt  tf  ha 
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rejoiced,  it  was  at  human  liappniesi,  or  is  tte  ttieeeM  of 

the  means  appointed  t6  effect  it. 

Old  an  opportanltjr  of  doing  good  presevt  itself?    Ife 

neglected  his  ease  and  eomibrt  to  direct  their  wandering 

Aet  to  the  paths  of  righteousness  and  life.    Was  he  seen  i» 

the  midst  of  crowds,  and  associating  with  siofhl  men  2    It 

was  fbr  the  sole  purpose  of  rescuing  Aem  from  the  power  eif 

eril,  that  they  might  become  the  servants  of  the  linng  God. 

At  those  times,  when  be  would  attract  Ae  notice  of  mankind, 

it  was  not  by  ostefitatious  appearances  and  worMly  parwle, 

tliiit  ho  attempted  to  draw  tiiem  to  receire  his  truth.    No« 

Ibing  was  discovered  but  simplicity,  sincerity,  and  lowliness 

of  mind.  Was  he  sligbted  ?  He  breathed  no  vengeance.  Or 

aflironted?  Re  used  no  violence.  To  his  friends  he  was  indeed 

tf  friend  and  a  comforter ;  and  stretched  forth  his  hands  in 

blessln|;s  towards  those  'who,  in  their  trouble  and  distress, 

sought  his  assistance.    He  submitted  without  murmuring  to 

the  implacable  snd  unprecedented  malice  of  his  enemies,  and 

turned  the  means  pursued  by  them  fiir  his  destruction  to  Aeir 

salvation,  reconciling  them  to  (3od  Aerebj,  and  esurlting 

Mch  as  softened  into  penitence  at  his  victorious  love  to  the 
realms- of  eternal  glory. 

To  reeosunend  his  inmaci^le  chatacter  to  such  degene^ 

face  beings  aa  me*,  might  eaieitfe  semo^sorpvice,  and  to  imi^ 

taie  k  appears  fmpraclieabte>;  and  it  must  be  confessed  that 

Meb  esceUHieies  seem  loo  br%ht  mid  powerful  for  frail  hu« 

manlly :  it  is,  however,  both  eur  dirt^  and  privilege  to  copiy 

a»finpaa  wecan  thegenerritenoroffgoodnesanihim  in  our 

persons  and  conversaiioih  If  we  eannot  attain  to  ihefulnest 

•f  Ms  graee^  we-  should  aiss  lo  possess  it  ii^  its  pure  and  hea« 

lr«nly  qvMf;  espeeiattf  as  he  has  infemwd  aa  in  his  sacred 

word  that  llo  servant  shall  be  as  his  Master.    Bis  promisee 

are^aWgiVeiius,  timt  we  may  be  ^  paetehera  of  the  divine 

BSiufe'^  in  fnilh  and  holiness.  Wo- may  Icyve^  pity,  and  pray 

fer  oar  encmifes,  and  render  fhem  gaod  for  evil.    We  nmj 

fomp  cenBoktion  into  the  bosoma  of  die  distrsssed,  InalniGt 

tie  ignenmt^  wtm^lbe  unrelyi  be  gontfe  and  eourteoiim  ta 
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all,  and  eompamons  of  them  that  excel  in  Tirtue.  We  h»j 
weep  with  tears  of  undissembled  compassion  over  the  sinM- 
ness,  bUndness,  and  obstinacy  of  our  fellow-men,  a^id  be  co- 
workers togedier  with  God  in  promoting  their  salvation.  We 
may  rejoice  in  the  spread  of  truth  and  righteousness^  In  a 
wordy  we  ma^  so  walk  in  his  steps  as  to  breathe  the  pure 
spirit  of  peace  and  good-will  to  men,  transact  all  our  affairs 
in  a  pious  firame  of  mind,  and  shew  ourselves  influenced  by 
the  fear  of  God  in  all  our  undertakings ;  and  conduct  our- 
selves as  those  who  are  fiilly  persuaded  of  the  solemn  reali- 
ties of  a  future  state — meek,  gentle,  lowly,  forgiving,  spiri- 
tually-minded, haters  of  vice,  and  lovers  and  promoters  of 
virtue  and  religion,  shining  as  lights  in  the  world. 

His  cammunkm  wUh  his.  Father. — We  must  still  speak  of 
him  as  our  mediator,  and  as  the  pattern  of  holiness  to  us  ; 
for  as  it  respects  his  Grodhead  he  is  from  everlasting  to  ever- 
lasting effientially  one  with  the  Father.  Let  us  then  medi« 
tate  on  this  impcMCtant  part  of  his  character,  which  is  most 
necessaiy  for  us  to  understand  and  imitate ;  and  this  may  be 
summed  up  in  one  word,  spiritual  voorship.  ^^  The  grace  of 
God  was  upon  him*'  from  his  infimcy,  and  he  '^  increased  in 
wisdom  and  stature,  and  in  &vour  with  God  and  man/'  He 
knew  the  Father  as  none  beside  himself  could  know,  and  he 
decidedly  and  invariably  preferred  him  and  his  bvour  above 
all,  conforming  to  his  will  upon  all  occasions,  both  in  dcnng 
and  suffering.  He  was  the  continual  delight  and  joy  of  his 
soul ;  and  he  ever  longed  to  be  glorified  by  himself  alone. 
With  the  glory  he  had  with  him  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world.  Though  he  had  qo  sins  tto  be  forgivei|,.how  fre« 
quently  do  we  read  of  his  retiring  for  prayer  to  mountains 
and  desert  places,  fiur  from  the  interruption  of  the  multitudes; 
and,  when  the  important  work  of  appointing  the  twelve  apos- 
tles was  about  to  take  jdace,  of  his  continuing  all  night  in 
prayer  to  God,  to  teach  us  that  we  ought  to  love  and  im* 
prove  retiremont  for  the  purposes  of  devotion,  and  that  the 
ipreater  any  matter  is  on  which  we  seek  the  Divine  Uessing 
and  direction,  the  more  importunate  and  aerioos  be  rsquifes 
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US  to  be  at  the  throne  of  grace.  It  was  customary  with  hi^ 
to  attend  the  public  eeryice  of  the  synagogue  regularly  on 
the  sabbath  day,  and  from  his  youth  up^  at  the  appointed 
seasons,  that  of  the  temple.  He  gave  thanks  and  prayed  in 
the  most  devout  and  affectionate  manner  to  his  Father ;  and 
even  when  he  was  bruising  him  for  our  iniquities,  his  prayer 
was  exceedingly  fervent,  and  at  last  was  attended  with  the 
most  unshaken  confidence,  ^^  Mv  God  my  God,V'  and,  ^4ntp 
thjf  hands  I  commit  my  spirit."  This  flame  of  pure  devo- 
tion never  ceased  to  burn :  the  glory  of  God  and  the  intense- 
ness  of  his  love  to  him  kindled  it,  fed  it,  and  gave  i^t  its  finest 
aiHl  fullest  glow — gave  rise  to,  and  was  the  ultimate  end  pf 
jail  his  actions.  Through  his  grace  we  also  are  called  to  h^ve 
.communion  with  our  God  and  Father,  and  we  should  aim  to 
.enter  as  fully  into  it  as  possible.  Are  we  not  entirely  de- 
pendant upon  him  for  all  the  blessings  of  life  and  godliness^ 
and  should  we  not  Ipok  up  to  hiin  in  humble  prayer  apd  sup- 
plication for  the  supply  of  our  numerous  wants  ?  We  are 
feeble^  apd  oiir  enemies  mighty,  and  he  alone  is  able  to  de- 
liver us.;  ^nd  xx^ht  we  not  fervently  and  devoutly  to  seek 
)iis  aid,  ajid  merciful  interference  ?  We  need  pardon,  strengtb 
f^^inst  tb^  evil  of  our  nature,  -^ind  grace  to  gloriQr  his  napie* 
and  bence  arises  the  necessity  of  prayer,  since  the  gifts  of  the 
Fiatbor  of  lights  are  chiefly  conveyed  to  us  by  this  mean.  We 
are  daily  receiving  benefits  from  his  haiid,  and  this  should 
taach  us  the  sweet  employment  of  praise  and  thanksgivings 
and  JSM  our  hearts  with  gladness,  joy,  and  gjcatitude.  Wie 
should  make  him  our  dread,  our  joy,  our  portion,  our  all* 
We  should  frequent  his  temples  and  approach  him  in  the 
closet.  We  ^ould  conform  to  his  wi)l,  and  please  him  inr 
^  things.  His  servants^  sabbaths,  ordinances,  oracles,  and 
prays,  should  be  deai^er  to  ms  than  thousands  of  gold  and  sil« 
ver.  We  should  .meditate  upop  all  the  glories  and  perfec- 
tiops  of  his  nature  and  person,  aud  greatly  rq'oioe  at  the 
prospect  of  0eeing  him  as  he  is,  a^d  dwelling  in  his  prescaiee 
for  evinyiore.    }t  is  tl|e  gbpei^vaa^e  af  /these  directions^  ^  and 
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living  in  this  spirit,  that  restrains  and  settles  our  wandering 
.minds — ^that  calms  all  the  tempests  o^  the  soul,  inures  it  to 
hardness  in  the  christian  cause,  inspires  it  with  peace  and 
contentment,  brings  the  clearest  and  brightest  evidence  of  itsr 
acceptance  in  the  beloved,  and  gives  it  to  feel  the  powers  of 
the  world  to  come.  *  It  raises  us  from  a  level  with  the 
brutes  to  men,  and  from  men  to  angels ;  obtains  the  Spirit 
of  truth,  to  re-stamp  the  image  of  God  upon  our  souls,  and 
qualify  us  for  his  presence  in  the  heaven  of  heavens. — 
Here,  ii^  these  pious  breathings  after  the  Author  of  its  ex* 
istence,  it  learns  the  sweetest  lessons  of  humility  and  love, 
the  softest  contrition,  the  strongest  iaith  and  hope,  and  the 
most  heavenly  frame  of  mind.  O  most  unwise  and  besot* 
ted  world,  that  pours  contempt  upon  those  delightful  em« 
ployments,  and  follows  after  vanity,  stooping  to  the  beg- 
garly elements  for  those  transient  and  scanty  supplies  which 
only  tend  to  corrupt  and  debase  the  mind  in  the  sight  of 
Heaven,  and  hasten  its  everlasting  perdition  ! 

Look  well  at  this  most  amiable  and  excellent  character, 
find  ask  yourselves  if  it  must  not  be  a  most  valuable  acqui- 
sition to  obtain  that  grace  which  transforms  and  causes  us 
to  resemble  it  ?  Do  you  not  wish  to  be  like  him,  or  can  you 
be  like  him  too  soon?  He  that  can  discern  no  beauty  here, 
must  be  blind  indeed,  and  in  love  with  deformity  itself! 
But  if  it  is  desirable  to  bear  his  blessed  image,  remember. 
It  is  obtained  by  conversion  alone;  and  therefore  conversion 
is  not  only  to  be  sought,  but  should  be  sought  immediately. 
How  awful  if  you  should  be  called  away  without  the  traces 
of  his  likeness  on  your  souls  I  No  language  can  describe 
the  filthiness  and  deformity  of  liiat  mind,  in  the  sight  of 
God,  on  which  the  image  of  Satan  is  drawn,  and  where  this 
is  wanting ;  and  be  assured  where  this  image  is  not,  Satan^s 
fa ;  for  what  are  pride,  envy,  malice,  And  enmity  against 
God?  Do  not  these  evil  dispositions  make  the  subjects  of 
them  resemble  Satan ;  and  are  they  not  more  or  less  dis* 
covered  in  all  those  who  are  not  changed  by  the  grace  of 
«od} 
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ITS.  SUITABILITY. 

It  is  this  whicli  secures  our  happiness. — To  be  happy  re- 
quires not  only  a  due  proportion  in  quantity  and  quality  of 
tiie  good  things  necessary  for  the  comfort  and  support  of 
the  body ;  we  must  also  enjoy  those  spiritual  good  things 
which  are  requisite  for  the  immortal  souL    The  body  is  but 
part  of  the  man,  and  the  inferior  part  too ;   he  therefore 
who  knows  no  happiness  except  what  arises  from  earthly 
enjoyments,  lays  hold  of  only  half  the  happiness  of  which  he 
is  capable. — ^To  say  that,  because  these  things  are  more 
within  the  reach  of  one  than  another,  he  who  has  most  is  the 
happiest  man,  will  be  difficult  to  prove;  since  nature  re- 
quires but  little,  and  he  that  has  sufficient  will  have  more 
real  satisfiiction  than  he  who  Breaks  the  bounds  of  tempe- 
rance.   Nor  should  it  be  imagined  that  what  this  world  af- 
fords *may  amount  to  as  much,  or  more  happiness,  than 
what  religion  imparts;  for  were  it  even  true  that  sensualists 
are  happier  in  the  present  life  than  the  truly  religious, 
which  is  by  no  means  admitted,  still  religion  ought  in  rea- 
son to  be  pre/erred  ;  because  it  forbids  none  of  the  innocent 
enjoyments  of  life,  and  rewards  the  soul  with  eternal  felicity; 
while  vanity  and  sensuality  leave  their  votaries  a  prey  to 
wrath  and  hopeless  despair.    We  must  then  admit  that  he 
is  the  happiest  man  who  devotes  himself  to  God,  he  alone 
^'  having  the  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is  and  that  which 
is  to  come.'''    W,e  may  rest  assured  that  happiness  does  not 
arise  from  filling  or  shunning  any  kind  of  office  in  society ; 
neither  from  the  possession  of  wealth,  more  or  less ;  nor 
from  foolish  pride  and  ambition  ;  neither  is  it  derived  from 
learning,  independence,  or  the  favour  of  the  g^reat ;  nor 
from  success  in  our  undertakings,  supplanting  of  rivals,  or 
conquest  of  our  adversaries ;  nor  any  outward  thing  what- 
ever.   It  is  found  in  union  with  God,  in  contentment  of 
mind,  puritjr  of  heart,  conformity  to  the  Lord  Jesus,  in 
universal  conscientiousness,  evangelical  obedience,  and  in 
placing  our  affections  on  things  above.    Then  the  Lord  is 
our  portion^  and  we  are  his  s  he  becomes  our  Shepherd,  and 
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leads  U8  into  green  j^astores,  beside  (he  still  waters^  and 
eanses  » to  i^cgoice  in  the  prospect  of  an  endless  stale  of  fe^ 
hcity. 

It  is  vain  to  attempt  to  find  a  sabstitnte  for  thid;  tor  none 
eyer  was,  or  will  be  fonnd.    Men  maj  suffer  their  thooghti 
to  tun  after  pleasure  or  business;  jet,  What  will  this  avail  i 
When  death  approaches,  where  is  their  happiness  ?    Sop* 
posing,  with  Solomon,  thej  could  possess  whatsoever  thrir 
ejes  desired,  what  would  be  the  amount  of  their  gains  and 
their  joys  on  the  brink  of  eternity  ?    Could  they  langh  and 
be  meny,  give  themselves  to  wine  and  folly,  make  them 
great  works,  build  houses,  plant  vineyards,  gardens,  and 
orchards,  with  all  kinds  of  fruit-trees,  make  pobls  of  water  to 
please  the  eye  or  water  the  plantations;  could  they  have 
servants,  maidens,  and  daves,  the  best  stocked  flirns,  richea 
of  all  kin^s,  the  most  celebrated  singers,  and  the  most 
skilful   musicians;  could   they  entertain  themselves  and 
others  by  their  own  knowledge  and  dexterity  on  flmsical  in« 
strumehts  of  all  sorts;  and,  in  short,  be  great  and  renowned^ 
ts  excelling  all  other  men  in  every  art,  science,  and  pro* 
fesBion ;  what  would  be  the  end  of  all  but  vanity  and  vex* 
ation  of  spirit,  if  the  Divine  blessing  and  favour  were  wantv 
ing  ?  Eccles.  ii.  I,  &c.    Oh  how  much  better  it  is  to  have 
him  for  our  friend,  and  to  partake  of  his  paternal  care  and 
goodness,  than  to  depend  on  created  good !    Hifc  compie« 
hensive  mind  beholds  all  things,  from  the  smallest  animal* 
rule  to  the  brightest  seraphs  before  his  throne.    Read  hot 
the  account  that  Moses  gives  of  him,  when  his  glory  passed 
before  his  ravished  eyes,  and  ask  yourselvea  whether  he  who 
perfectly  understands  the  nature,  uses,  connexions^  depeiH 
dencies,  and  consequences  of  all  creatures  and  things,  and 
supports  them  all — ^who  can  use  such  language,  and  make 
luch  a  manifestation  as  he  describes,  ia  not  most  worthy  of 
our  love,  and  alone  can  make  us  happy?    '^  The  Lord  de- 
scended in  the  cloud,  and  proclaimed  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
The  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merriflil  tind  gntckras,  long^ 
luffering^  and  ^nndant  in  goodness  and  in  trutby  he^mg 
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tekercy  for  fhotisands,  forgiTing  iniquity,  transg^res^ioii,  and 
sin.''  If  what  follows  is  dreadful,  it  is  not  less  usefal  to  de- 
ter us  from  sin,  than  the  other  is  calculated  to  inspire  us 
with  confidence  in  the  Divine  compassion :  ^<  And  that  will 
bj  no  means  clear  the  guilty;  visiting  the  iniquities  of  the 
fiithers  upon  the  children,  and  upon  the  children's  children^ 
unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation;''  that  is,  as  the  second 
commandment  explains  it,  ^'  of  them  that  Iipte  him;"  while 
mercy  i^  reserved  for  ^^  thousands  of  them  that  love  him,  and 
keep  his  commandments." — Let  us  reflect  a  little  upon  these 
Words.  He  calls  himself  mebciful,  pitying  us  for  the  mi- 
series that  oiu*  folly  and  wickedness  have  brought  upon  us, 
and  not  casting  us  off  in  his  displeasure— gracious,  pro* 
▼iding  us  a  Saviour  to  redeem,  and  bring  us  back  to  his  fii« 
vour  and  similitude  in  righteousness  and  true  holiness— « 
liONG-suFFERiNG,  Waiting  for  our  repentance,  and  bearing 
with  our  manners,  till  we  seek  our  salvation  at  his  hands, 
And  expect  Happiness  in  him — ABUNOANr  in  goodness  and 
^RUTH,  making  the  most  ample  provision  fi:>r  the  supplying 
of  our  wants,  and  filling  our  souls  with  gladness  in  his  ser- 
vice and  ordinances,  and  making  known  by  his  word  and 
Spirit  the  delightful  paths  of  holiness  and  peace-T-keeping[ 
MBRCY  for  thousands,  removing  their  guilt,  filling  their 
hearts  with  his  love,  and  giving  them  the  secret  pledges  of 
their  acceptance  in  the  Beloved,  and  of  his  reconciliatioa 
with  thiem — ^but  just  also,  unalteraMy  determined  to  punish 
with  everlasting  destruction  from  his  presence  the  finally 
impenitent,  and  permitting  many  temporal  calamities  to  fall 
upon  their  children  and  descendants,  necessarily  flowing 
from  their  immorality,  extravagance,  &c.  Is  this  then  the 
character  of  him  with  whom  we  have  to  do?  And  doubt- 
less it  is.  Then  we  see  that  such  as  continue  in  sin  can 
never  be  truly  happy,  that  man  being  happy  alone  who  has 
the  *'  Lord  ibr  his  God."  Now,  as  we  mnst  allow  that  the 
purposes  of  Grod  cannot  be  frustrated  by  the  ieeble  arm  of  a 
mortal  creature  that  is  soon  to  mingle  with  the  dust;  and  as  it 
19  his  purpose  tbat  none  shall  )>e  happy  that  go  on  frowardly 
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in  tbeir  evil  ways,  then  we  must  be  converted  in  order  to  be 
bappj ;  and  as  it  must  be  admitted  that  no  man  can  be  happy 
too  soon,  we  must  also  admit  that  conversion  ought  not  to 
be  delayed.  Let  not  then  the  maxims  or  practices  of  volup- 
tuous epicures,  n<Mr  infidel  and  subtle  logicians,  nor  dogma- 
tical irreligious  philosophers,  nor  self-conceited  formalists, 
blind  our  eyes,  or  keep  us  from  immediately  turning  with  all 
our  hearts  to  the*Lord,  especially,  considering  that  he  calls 
US  to  part  with  nothing,  except  what  would  prove  injurious 
to  us  if  kept;  and  not  to  seek  after  any  thing,  nor  do  it,  but 
what,  unsought  and  neglected,  would  prove  pernicious  to 
our  souls,  and  rob  us  of  present  and  eternal  happiness.  His 
compassions  should  draw,  and  his  terrors  drive  us  imme- 
diately to  surrender  up  ourselves  to  him,  whose  loving-kind- 
ness is  better  than  life  itself,  and  all  that  is  connected 
with  it. 

li  corresponds  with  the  promises  and  commands. — ^That 
these  are  made  and  given  to  mankind,  that  they  may  honour 
and  glorify  their  God,  cannot  with  truth  and  propriety  be 
denied ;  and  as  none  ought  ever  to  have  dishonoured  him 
for  a  moment,  such  as  have  done  it  hitherto,  should  this  mo- 
ment cease  from  their  impiety,  and  learn  without  delay  to  do 
that  which  ought  always  to  have  been  performed.  This 
clearly  points  out  to  all,  that  their  conversion  should  not  on 
any  account  be  delayed.  The  promises  and  commands  of 
God  are  nearly  allied,  as  both  are  descrptive  of  his  will,  and 
set  forth  the  privileges  of  those  that  receive  and  observe 
them.  For  instance,  ^^  The  Lord  thy  God  will  circumcise 
thine  heart — ^to  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thine  heart:'' 
this  is  the  promise.  ^^  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God 
with  all  thine  heart:''  here  is  the  command.  And  who  that 
understands  will  deny  that  both  set  forth  a  most  valuable 
privilege  belonging  to  God's  people?  Because  love. is  not 
only  the  sum  of  true  religion  and  virtue,  it  is  also  that  which 
prepares  the  soul  for  endless  glory  and  felicity.  Now,  as 
no  man  in  his  present  fallen  state  can  fulfil  the  commaads 
aright,  without  receiving  the  grace  held  forth  in  the  promi- 
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ses  which  were  giren  to  support  and  cdmfort  us,-  and  which 
would  be  useless,  if  our  weakness  did  not  require  them;  it  is 
the  duty  of  all  to  ask  of  God  the  fulfilment  of  these  promi- 
ses,  that  they  may  do  his  most  righteous  and  holy  will.  At 
the  same  time,  it  must'  be  remembered  that,  although  the 
promises  are  made  to  promote  obedience,  they  cannot  be  ob- 
-lained  in  any  other  way  than  by  our  compliance  with  the 
'Conditions  they  require;  and  what  are  these  ?  That  io^day^ 
if  we  will  hear  his  voice,  we  harden  not  our  hearts — that 
we  turn  at  his  reproof — that  we  seek  him  while  he  may 
be  found;  and  that  is  no&y  while  he  is  calling,  stretching 
forth  his  hands,  striving,  and  inviting.  <^  Behold  now  is  the 
day  of  salvation."  Thus  as  God  promised  that  in  Christ  all 
nations  of  the  earth  should  be  blessed,  he  calls  and  invites 
them  to  partake  of  his  Spirit;  and  those  that  comply  will  in 
due  time  be  put  in  full  possession  of  all  his  precious  promi- 
ses. And  is  not  all  this  to  living  men  ?  What  have  these 
things  to  do  with  the  dying  or  the  dead  ?  Are  we  not  all 
called  to  remember  our  Creator  in  the  days  of  our  youtii  ? 
Are  we  not  kindly  invited  when  we  thirst  to  come  to  the 
waters  ?  Are  we  not  expostulated  with  for  spending  our 
money  and  strength  for  that  which  cannot  satisfy  ?  Has  he, 
kiot  bid  us  <^  hearken  diligently"  to  him,  that  we  may  eat 
4liat  which  is  good,  and  that  our  souls  may  delight  in  fiit- 
ueas  ?  Isa.  xzxv.  1, 2.  Surely  if  we  are  eager  to  drink  when 
we  are  thirsty,  and  to  eat  when  we  are  hungry,  and  to  attend 
willingly  to  that  which  promises  us  any  worldly  good,  we 
ought,  without  postponing  it  another  hour,  to  enter  upon 
our  conversion  to  God ;  without  which  promises  and  com- 
mands, with  all  their  privileges,  will  be  totally  and  for  ever 
lost  on  us.  Let  a  man  attend  to  what  St.  James  says  of  one 
member  of  the  body  only,  and  he  will  be  constrained  to  ac- 
knowledge that  such  as  will  continue  to  drink  of  the  poison- 
ous bowl  of  sin,  drink  of  it  to  their  everlasting  undoing,  and 
must  render  themselves  hateful  in  the  sight  of  the  Holy  One 
of  Israel.  I  allude  to  the  description  of  a  wicke^  tongue. 
He  c^Ufe  it  «a  fire,  a  world  pf  iniquity— it  defileth  the 
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irhole  body,  and  setteth  on  fire  tbe  course  of  nature,  and 
it  is  set  on  fire  of  hell — it  is  an  unruly  evil,  fuU  of  deaiU 
ly  poison;"  and  if  the  tongue,  then  we  may  conclude  that 
every  power,  fiiculty,  sense,  member,  intention,  and  actiop 
of  the  whole  man,  contributes  its  share  to  increase  the  filtbir 
ness  and  depravity  of  the  sinner,  and  make  hire  and  his 
works  hateful  in  the  sight  of  God.  Oh  how  needful  to  ob- 
serve that  Divine  direction  concerning  the  way  of  evil  busb^ 
<^  Avoid  it,  pass  not  by  it,  turn  firom  it,  and  pass  away."  It  m 
therefore  plain  that  as  Grod's  commands  must  be  obeyed, 
and  his  promises  received,  to  enjoy  his  favour,  and  that^alr 
we  cannot  enjoy  his  favour  too  soon,  so  it  is  our  duty  and 
interest  to  hasten  o^r  conversion,  that  we.  may  be  enabled 
to  do  his  pleasure,  and  prove  to  our  unspeakable  oomfinrt 
how  gracious  he  is.  Sin  must  be  punished ;  the  unnatural^ 
irregular  life  of  a  sinner,  is  full  of  evil;  and  his  disobedienoft 
and  rejection  of  Divine  mercy  will  be  followed  by  a  just.re* 
ward:  promises  neglected  make  way  for  threateniags,  and 
commands  not  kept  leave  the  unconverted  soul  a  prisoner  of 
hell  and  death. 

It  4s  suited  to  Ike  brevity  of  hunum  Iffe. — ^The  sliortnesa  ef 
our  stay  here  upon  earth  is  a  circumstance  deserving  of  o«r 
most  seripus  attention,  and  calls  loudly  upon  adl  not  to  de« 
lay  their  conversion  to  Grod;  for  ware  itposdUe  that  our 
lives  should  be  lengthened  like  those  of  the  antediluvians^ 
what  is  this  to  eternity  ?  Our  title  to  the  liappiaess  oi  hea* 
van  depends  upon  the  right  improvement  of  our  time;  for 
though  it  is  an  undoubted  truth  that  eternal  life  is  the  giU 
of  God,  yet  in  general  he  bestows  it  only  eh  tiiose  who  lius^ 
band  well  the  ^moments  allotted  them  below,  in  preparing 
for  it,  by  living  to  his^lory :  I  say  in  general,  «for  there  are 
«ome  who,  after  squandering  away  their  years  in  sin  and 
folly,  by  real  penitence  4ieor  the  close  of  life,  we  may  chari** 
tahly  hope,  obtain  mercy.  It  is  not  for  us  to  limit  the  com*' 
passions  of  God  towards  his  rebellious  worms ;  but  where 
men,  in  a  smaller  or  greater  number^  «re  thus^  snatched  ag 
«<  brands  out  pf  the  fire,"  bynotsowi^^atheC^irit^^thegr 
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baye  deprived  Aemsetres  of  that  reward  which  would  have 
been  their's,  had  not  the  principal  part  of  their  time  been 
apeiit  in  sowing  to  the  flesh.  ^^  Whatsoever  a  man  soweth, 
that  shall  he  also  reap."  He^  therefore,  who  has  been  sow- 
ing to  the  Spirit,  perhaps  for  half  a  century  or  more,  is  like- 
ly to  reap  an  abundant  harvest ;  while  he  who  only  sows  a 
little  jttst  before  he  drops  into  the  dust,  must  expect  a  pro- 
portionate crop.  This  is  another  reason  why  our  conver- 
sion ought  not  to  be  delayed  till  the  shadows  of  the  evening 
oome  up<Hi  us— or  that  night  in  which  no  work  can  be  done* 
Whb  can  ieU  the  advantages  arising  fiom  early  piety,  and 
the  glory  that  awaits  those  who  walk  aU  their  dbys  in  tha 
paths  of  wisdom  ? 

The  standard  of  human  life,  according  to  Moses,  is  fixed 
at  threescore  years  and  ten :  many,  indeed,,  exceed  this ;  but 
vhere  one  goes  b^ond  it,  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  come 
short  of  it.  Some  just  open  their  eyes  upon  the  light,  and 
expire;  or  lisp  the  name  of  surrounding  ofcgeets,  and  are 
ealled  away;  while  many  of  those  who  escape  the  shafts  of 
death  in  in&ncy  or  childhood,  seem  only  spared  to  augment 
our  grie^  by  their  foil  at  a  riper  age.  A  little  reflection  will 
convince  as  that  a  very  small  portion  of  time  is  given  its,  or 
rather  remafais  for  as  below,  to  work  out  our  salvation;  aa 
will  appear  by  considering  the  trrqMurable  loss  of  the  past; 
tibe  swiftness  of  the  present,  and  the  shortness  and  uncer« 
lainty  of  the  ftiture. 

We  begin  by  considering  the  irreparMe  loss  of  past  iitae.-^ 
We  are  conscious  tliat  no  part  of  it  can  be  recalled.  Every 
attempt  to  bring  it  back  mnst,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be 
irain  and  ridiculous.  Whether  it  has  been  well  or  ill-spmit, 
it  is  fled  beyond  our  reach;  and  every  moment  has  reported 
both  omr  principles  and  actions  to  oilr  righteous  Judge. 
Our  first  years  were  spent  with  so  little  thought,  that  wa 
retain  scarcely  the  slightest  remembrance  of  them ;  *  no,  not 
•▼en  friken  our  observers  have  reported  our  speeches  or  ac* 
tions  to  us.  The  recollection  of  many  more  only  tends  to 
aonfimi  us  in  the  opinion,  that  *^  ehiUkood  and  youth  are 
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vanity:**  and  tliejr  bave  passed  away  like  the  swift  streamSi 
or  as  a  dream  when  one  awaketh.  The  remainder,  firom  the 
Ticiasitttdes  of  life,  mid  their  effects  upon  us,  are  not  so  soon 
fbif^tten ;  yet  they  are  vanished  as  the  smoke,  or  as  the  va- 
ried and  extended  landscape  on  closing  the  eyes.  The 
checkered  scene  is  gone  by,  with  its  modified  shades  of  pros* 
perity  and  adversity ;  and  while  we  have  so  sifddenly  shot 
up  into  life,  and  ripened  into  manhood,  we  have  in  exact 
proportion  hastiened  to  the  tomb.  We  may  regret  that  so 
many  years  have  been  spent  in  sinful  indulgences,  ibolish 
amnsements,  fruitless  undertakings,  or  wicked  oontrivanoes; 
hut  they  cannot  be  recalled.  A  man's  character  may  suffer 
for  a  time,  and  be  redeemed;  be  may  be  ufifortunate  in  bu* 
siness,  and  recover  himself;  he  may  meet  with  great  losses, 
and  for  a  season  be  overwhelmed  in  difficulties  and  embar«: 
rassments,  and  yet  finally  rise  above  all :  but  time  once  lost, 
is  lost  for  ever ;  its  breaches  cannot  be  repaired — it  is  gone, 
never,  never  to  return  I 

77if  swiftness  of  the  present  Ime.— ^This  is  a  veiy  striking^ 
consideration.  See  that  shadow  on  the  dial,  mark  its  silent 
progress ;  though  almost  imperceptible  in  its  motion,  how 
rapidly  it  passes  firom  figure  to  figure,  and  niever  stops  for  a 
moment  I  Or  mikvk  that  clock  in  its  various  vibrations; 
«ach  moventent  of  the  pendulum  is  a  comment  upon  the 
waste  of  time ;  or  rather  a  heavenly  admonition,  to  warn  us 
against  placing  our  affections  on  things  below,  and  an  ez« 
hortation  to' improve  these  stnell  portions  of  time  fi>r  eter-* 
nity.  Sometimes,  in  agreeable  company,  conversing  on  inte* 
resting  subjects,  and  during  the  hours  of  sleep,  we  have 
scarcely  a  perception  of  its  sudden  lapse:  but,  whether  we 
think  of  it  or  not — whether  we  suffer  or  rejoice,  it  always 
runs  with  the  same  speed,  like  the  restless  floods  hastening 
to  their  source,  or  like  an  arrow  through  the  air,  tifl  it  is 
lost  in  an  eternal  state.  While  we  are  reading  these  lines 
we  are  carried  forward  to  our  end.  Thousands  the  last  few 
hours  have  reached  the  grave,  that  solenm  goal,  towarda 
which  we  must  all  direct  our  course ;  and  thousands  more 
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are  prepared  to  follow.  Happy,  if  the  momeftt  commission- 
ed  to  remove  us  hence,  finds  us  prepared  for  our  depar- 
ture; inezpressiblj  happy,  if  the  moment  which  introduces 
you  into  the  presence  of  God,  leaves  you  there  with  a  smilei 
as  a  subject  of  endless  glory! 

The  shortness  and  uncertainty  of  the  time  to  come. — ^Whe- 
ther it  arises  from  the  natural  love  of  life,  or  from  whatever 
cause,  yety  in  general,  to  persons  in  health,  in  its  advances 
towards  them  it  appears  much  slower,  and  much  longer  than 
the  past.  Even  in  ojd  age,  though  contradicted  by  the 
judgment,  the  imagination  is  so  prevalent  and  active,  that 
it  is  not  uncommon  to  hear  them  speaking  of  worldly  affairs, 
as  though,  instead  of  resting  from  their  labours,  they  had  but 
just  begun.  This  inbtyation  is  one  of  the  chief  causes  why 
their  return  to  Grod  is  delayed.  They  entertain  the  false  no- 
tion that  their  death  is  a  great  way  off,  and  on  this  ground 
neglect  their  salvation.  Time  is,  however,  of  equal  measures; 
the  year  to  come  is  no  longer  than  the  past,  and  will  pass  as 
f wiftly  away.  But  as  comparing  one  thing  with  another 
gives  us  a  clearer  perception  of  their  existing  differences,  it 
may  also  be  of  use  to  us  in  respect  to  time.  Let  us  then 
compare  our  past  days  with  those,  which  may  yet  be  afforded 
us,  our  life  with  that  of  others,  with  surrounding  objects^ 
and  especially  with  eternity. 

With  respect  to  the  first,  the  time  past  with  that  to  come.-^ 
If  seventy  years  be  the  boundary  of  human  life,  with  the 
exceptions  already  mentioned,  inquire  how  many  years  are 
already  severed  from  this  number  ?  Shall  we  say  one  half? 
Then  what  a  sweep  is  here !  Some  who  may  cast  their  eyes 
upon  these  pages,  may*  it  is  true,  be  much  younger :  but  I 
have  fixed  upon  thirty-five,  considering  that  the  mind  is 
then  fully  capable  of  weighing  this  subject  aright,  and  feel** 
ing  it  too,'for  there  is  but  little  probability  of  its  ever  being 
in  a  better  state  for  this  purpose.  Not  that  I  would  be 
understood,  as  though  such  as  are  below  this  standard 
are  insufficient  to  judge  of  these  things,  or  that  it  should 
not  be  attempted  iUl  they  arrive  at  that  age;  by  no  means ? 
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wImA  i  wohM  enfbrM  is,  tkat  it  becomes  eztmiidy  danger* 
ew  to  defer  it  put  that  period,  as  it  becomes  more  and 
more  dilScalt  afterwards,  from  a  varietj  of  caaaes,  to  im« 
prove  time  lo  the  best  of  purposes.  If  the  solemn  realitiea 
of  eternity  are  negleeted  all  those  years^  the  miod  becoaoea 
at  last  so  occupied  and  entangled  with  worldly  cares,  or  so 
habituated  to  vice  and  folly,  that  such  peitens  become  so 
conceited,  or  stupid,  that  the  Spirit  of  God  is  grieved,  and 
seldom  strives  after  that  age  as 'he  did  before.  Many  are 
doubtless  saved  after  that  time ;  but  what  I  wish  to  convey 
is,  tiiat  the  longer  any  man  continues  in  his  unregenerate 
state,  the  less  probability  is  afforded  of  his  becoming  a  pew 
creature  in  Christ  Jesus.  It  is  therefore  the  duty  of  young 
people  to  meditate  on  this  circumstance,  that  they  may 
escape  all  the  evils  arising  from  delay,  and  may  derive  all 
the  advantages  of  an  eariy  conversion  to  God.  Those  that 
have  obtained  this  age  should  remember,  that  if  the  same 
number  of  years  are  appmnted  them  as  are  alreadly  spent^ 
how  many  of  them  must  unavoidably  be  consumed  in  sleeps 
in  attention  to  business,  and  in  less  serious  pursuits,  or  the 
many  trifling  occasiiMis  they  are  likely  to  meet  with  in  the 
world.  They  should  also  take  into  the  account  the  many 
days  of  weakness  and  indisposition  which  may  attend  them^ 
•nd  the  various  trials  with  which  they  may  be  exercised  } 
uid  they  will  plainly  discover,  that,  though  it  is  possible  for 
them  to  preserve  holy  dispositions  of  mind  towards  Crod, 
yet  in  all  tiiose  years,  only  a  small  portion  of  Ume,  or  pnr« 
eels  of  time,  can  in  general  be  wholly  appropriated  for  theif 
improvement  in  divine  knowledge,  or  the  due  prepantion 
of  their  souls  for  the  Divine  presence.  None  ought  there* 
fore  to  delay  their  conversion,  under  the  erroneous  idea  that 
they  may  begin  too  soon,  or  become  too  good* 

Let  us  compare  our  Utes  wUh  those  of  olAert .— If  we  lodk 
back  to  the  first  agesof  the  world,  what  Hn  amaaing  diiforence 
between  their  lives  and  our^s;  and  yet  what  were  their  years 
when  compared  with  those  which  have  since  passed  away  t 
Even  their  lives  were  is  <Hhe  shndow  whidi  declmeth  ;'* 
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tbey  8fNm  hastaned  awqr,  and  ^'he  died;"  siicoeeded  their 

dale  with  little  more  aurprise  than  that  of  the  aged  of  oar 

own  times.    Manj  among  us  hare  lived  to  what  we  now 

call  a  great  age,  which  the  generality  of  us  never  think  of 

attaining;  and  still  this  appeared  to  them  as  a  dream.    But 

Vbile  many  have  had  a  large  portion  of  time  allotted  them, 

what  maltitodes  have  had  a  very  small  one !    We  who  now 

read  these  lines  have  had  a  laiger  present  of  this  invaluable 

treasure  made  us  than  thousands  of  our  fellow  men.    When 

we  retire  from  the  noise  and  hany  of  the  world,  and  walk 

among  the  silent  dead,  how  many  difierent  dimensions  of 

the  chambers  of  death  do  we  behold ;  and  how  many  inti- 

laations,  from  engraved  noticea  and  monumental  inscrip* 

tions,  of  the  shortness  and  uncertainty  of  life ;  by  accounts 

of  such  numbers  of  lovety  persons,  of  both  sexes,  called 

away  in  their  childhood,  or  the  most  blooming  part  of  life^ 

flashed  with  hope,  waiting  for  the  Ucdl  sweets  of  pleasure^ 

liberty,  and  independence,  from  the  circle  of  their  weep* 

iag  friends,  by  the  hosts  of  diseases  which  in'so  many  forma 

wage  perpetual  war  with  the  human  rac6 !    Here,  a  few 

feet  beneath  the  surfece,  their  bones  lie  scattered,  as  when 

one  breaketh  and  beweth  wood  upon  the  earth ;  and  the 

heap*  continually  increases  by  that  axe  which  lies  at  the  root 

of  every  tree^  now  with  the  full  grown,  and  then  with  the 

sapling.    Some  compute  that  nine  hundred,  or  a  thousand 

millions,  die  annually;  and  out  of  this  great  multitude,  what 

numbers  are  never  permitted  to  reach  the  meridian  of  life  t 

O  let  such  a»  have  passed  that  period  remember,  that  it  is  of 

the  Lord's  mercies  th^  are  spared;  and  if  eveiy  sentiment  of 

gratitude  be  not  entirely  obliterated  from  their  bosoms,  let 

them  acknowledge  his  long-suifering^  and  now,  if  they  have 

not  already  done  it,  immediately  devote  their  future  days  to 

him! 

•  Let  us  compare  ear  Ifoet  wUh  twrrounUng  objeeit4 — ^It  ia 

the  observation  of  the  wise  man,  that  '^  one  generation  pas- 

sethaway,  and  another  oometfa;  bat  the  earth  abideth  for 

ever."    The  wiadom  and  power  of  God  are  con^uoos  in 
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the  prfetfrvaiion  and  stabilitjr  of  the  creation.  The  ran  has 
poured  his  rays  upon  mjriads,  who,  for  centuries  past,  have 
been  mingled  with  the  dust,  and  still  shines  with,  his  wont* 
ed  splendour.  The  earth  has  opened  her  frnitfiil  bosom  to 
supply  the  wants  of  her  numerous  oiTspring  in  past  ages, 
the  greater  part  of  whose  names,  persons,  and  places  of 
abode,  are  totally  forgotten ;  and  still  her  fertility  remains. 
What  is  our  duration  compared  with  their 's,  and  other 
parts  of  this  stupendous  fabric,  the  universe  I  If  we  look  at 
soialler  matters,  and  contemplate  the  works  of  art,  and  of 
man's  device,  the  same  holds  good.  Who  were  the  builders 
of  many  of  the  inhabited  houses  of  the  present  dsj2 
Who  were  their  first  occupiers?  Their  builders  and  their 
first  inhabiters  are  equally  unknown,  having  been  lopg  since 
removed  to  the  vaults  of  death.  Hqw  piany  tenants,  or  pnn 
prietors,  have  since  had  them  in  possession?  WhoshaU 
answer  the  question  ?  Eveyy  object,  either  by  its  firailty  or 
its  strength,  preaches  perpetual  lectures  on  the  shortness  of 
our  stay  on  earth.  Trees,  buildings,  various  antiquities, 
and  many  of  the  brute  creatures,  shame  us  in  our  boast  of 
days  and  strength ;  while  the  flowers  and  shrubs,  which  flou* 
rish  in  their  little  season,  and  then  decay,  seem  to  smile  and 
remind  us  of  the  similarity  of  our  condition  wtUi  their  own* 
Let  us  lastly  compare  our  duration  here  with  etemUjf.-^ 
What  mind  is  capable  of  measuring  endless  duratipn?  AU 
the  powers  of  arithmetic  fall  infinitely  short  of  counting  the 
mighty  sum.  Let  the  greatest  genius,  or  the  most  fertile  • 
imagination,  be  employed  in  the  study  and  research  of  eter« 
ntty,  yet  it  cannot  be  known.  It  far  exceeds  all  that  ever 
entered  into  the  human  mind.  And,  Oh,  how  soon  wiU  this 
state,  where  all  is  rc^l,  lasting,  and  unchangeable,  be  our's } 
What  a  hair's  breadth  is  human  life  to  this  {  Here  dwells 
the  high  and  lofty  One,  who  fills  with  majesty,  all  his  own^ 
bis  glorious  and  everlasting  throne ;  and  who  beholds  indi- 
viduala,  nations,  and  worlds,  rise  and  fiJl  as  bubbles  in  a 
sudden  shower.  <^  One  day  with  him  is  a^  a  thousand  yearsy 
iwd  a  thoiisand  years  90  one  day."    From  everlasting  to 
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^verllisting  he  is  the  same.  Oh,  how  solenin  is  the  subject 
of  eternitjs  and  especially  when  we  consider,  that  in  a  short 
time  we  must  realize  in  our  own  persons  what  it  is,  either 
among  the  blessed  in  heaven^  or  the  damned  in  hell ! 

And  do  not  these  things  call  upon  us  to  spend  all  our 
time' for  Grod?  Ought  we  to  delay  a  single  moment?  Is 
there  not  a  moment  iir  the  trial  of  all  to  whom  mercy  is  of« 
fered,  in  which  it  may  be  said,  ^  It  is  not  too  late,  if  you  will 
now  turn  from  your  sins  to  God?'  And  is  there  not  a  mo« 
ment  in  those  who  have  rejected  that  mercy  in  which  it  may 
be  said,  ^It  is  now  too  late?'  Weigh  well  these  two  mo«« 
ments,  that  in  which  it  is  possible  to  be  saved,  and  that  in 
which  it  is  impossible;  and  surely  you  will  see  how  danger^ 
OUB  it  is  for  yon  any  longer  to  delay,  and  will  fly  with  all 
speed  to  lay  hold  of  the  hope  set  before  you — an  atoning 
Saviour.  , 

Conversion  should  not  be  delayed,  ivovA  the  nature  of 
man. — Our  all-wise  Creator  was  pleased  to  unite  in  our 
formation  two  very  great  extremes,  a  spiritual  and  earthly 
nature;  the  one^  uniting  us  to  the  present  visible  state  of 
things,  the  other  to  the  spiritual  and  invisible  world :  and 
hence  it  is,  -that  whatever  affinity  may  exist  between  us  and 
the  inferior  creatures,  man  alone  is  capable  of  religion.  Ho 
alone  can  know,  love,  and  serve  his  God  from  princfple ; 
and  he  alone  is  able  to  appreciate  the  value  of  the  Divine 
fevottr.  Grod  is  undoubtedly  served  and  glorified  by  the 
irrational  parts  of  his  works,  both  in  their  creation  and  ex- 
istence; yet  in  a  manner  widely  different  from  that  of  human 
beings.  And  has  Jehovah  stamped  such  honour  and  excel* 
lence'  upon  our  nature  as  to  render  us  capable  of  lasting 
communion  with  him  ?  How  monstrous  then  it  appears  for 
man  to  live  a  life  of  sense  and  yanity,  to  the  entire  neglect 
of  that  piety  and  holiness  without  which  no  man  can  see  the 
Lord !  He  not  only  casta  his  pearls  before  swine,  but  de* 
bases  himself  to  a  level  with  them,  and  tramples  them  be* 
neath  his  own  feet*  No  man  ought  to  live  destitute  of  re- 
ligioB  for  a  single  moment^  for  the  honour  and  dignity  of  his 


naturey  as  well  aa  the  honour  of  his  Lord  and  Saviour :  mA 
hence  we  see  the  duty  of  immediate  con  veruon  to  him ;  ainoe 
without  it  we  remain  brutish:  and  though,  through  the 
polish  of  education  and  company,  we  may  not  discover  tha 
f«ry  erf*  the  lion  and  tyger,  the  stubbcmMcss  of  the  ass,  or  the 
snarUng  of  the  dog,  we  shall  perhaps  have  so  much  more  of 
the  venom  of  the  serpent,  the  wiHness  of  the  fox,  or  the  bA* 
tling  of  the  monkey.  Beg  of  God  this  moment  to  save  yoq 
from  being  like  the  beasts  that  perish,  and  to  help  you  to 
live  as  men  ought,  and  as  saints  and  angds  do;  and  let  us 
not  be  or  act  as  if  we  were  left  destitute  of  all  imderstand- 

ing. 

Man  is  a  dependant  creature.— 'He  frequently  aims,  it  is 
true,  at  independence;  and  there  is  a  senae  in  whidi  on^ 
man  may  be  independent  of  another ;  but  all  are  absolutely 
dependant  upon  God  for  their  being,  and  for  all  the  benefito 
conferred  upon  it,  or  the  blessings  and  privileges  connected 
with  it  If  he  chose  to  take  away  our  breathy  could  we  hin- 
der him  ?  What  are  health,  strength,  activity,  parts,  and 
wealth?  Are  they  not  his  gifts }  Can  we  create  one  ele« 
mentary  principle  or  atom,  make  one  hair  white  or  black ; 
or  create  a  single  ray  of  light,  a  drop  of  water,  a  partide  of 
earth  or  air;  or  by  our  fiat  comlnne  Aese  we  have  into  flow^ 
era,  fruits,  birds,  or  beasts  ?  Surely  we  cannot  Here  we 
may  learn  something  of  our  ignorance  and  impotency,  and 
see  that  all  the  works  of  art  are  formed  by  permission  of  the 
great  Creator,  from  what  his  own  wisdom  and  power  have 
first  created.  We  are  therefore  dependant  upon  htm  far  all 
temporal  blessings  whatever.  And  when  we  speak  of  spiri* 
tual  benefits,  it  is  equally  true.  We  are  entirely,  dependant 
upon  his  gracoifor  the  stdvation  of  our  souls,  as  we  are  up^ 
on  the  produce  of  the  ground  far  the  support  of  our  bodies^ 
or  the  general  accommodation  of  our  lives.  It  is  to  his  re* 
straining  grace  we  owe  the  few  moral  excrilenciea  which  wa 
possess,  and  which  we  are  too  apt  to  ascribe  to  our8elve% 
the  whole  of  our  redemption  through  the  Lord  Jesus,  the 
renovation  of  our  nature^  and  all  the  fruits  of  righteousneta 
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which  appear  amongst  us  first  and  last.  And  can  we  know 
this  and  not  desire  to  meet  the  good  pleasure  of  him  from 
whom  so  many  favours  are  received?  Is  it  not  his  will, 
above  all  things  that  we  should  be  holy?  And  as  we 
cannot  be  holy  but  by  conversion,  we  ought,  without  the 
least  hesitation,  to  give  ourselves  to  God,  that  we  may  prove 
in  all  things  his  good,  and  perfect  will. ' 

He  is  a  creature  naturally  ^rmed  to  late  himself. — ^As  we 
Conclude  that  Ood  could  not  form  any  being  merely  to  dis- 
honour him,  s6  neither  can  we  conceive  that  he  would  fbrnl 
one  that  could  not  love  himself.  This  self-love  however  ough£ 
not  to  exceed  due  bounds ;  yet  it  should  bear  a  proportion  to 
Che  nature,  value,  and  importance  of  the  being  in  which  it 
is  placed  :  and  if  so,  it  is  the  duty  of  man  to  love  himself; 
but  how  ?  Not  in  seeking  his  happiness  in  criminal  indul- 
gences, or  in  the  circles  of  vanity  and  trifling  amusements^ 
to  the  neglect  of  his  spiritual  interests,  the  dishonour  of 
his  Ood,  and  the  undoing  and  ruin  of  his  soul.  A  worldly** 
minded,  wicked,  or  profane  person,  is  not  only  an  enemy  to 
God,  or  such  as  oppose  or  rival  him ;  he  is  also  an  enemy 
to  himself:  he  robs  himself  of  the  ifavour  and  happiness  of 
heaven ;  murders  his  own  soul,  by  continually  increasing 
its  guilt ;  suffers  himself  to  become  a  slave  to  the  powers 
of  hell ;  and  by  persisting  in  his  impenitency,  binds  upon 
himself  an  eternal  anathema.  Hence  we  must  infer  the 
necessity  of  conversion ;  which,  while  it  removes  from  the 
0oul  whatever  is  detrimental  to  its  peace^  and  promotes  it^' 
true  interests,  forbids  nothing  but  what  is  hurtful,  and' 
keaves  us  in.  the  peaceable  possession  of  eveiy  innocent 
eiyoyment,  and  useful  things  and  that  which  brings  sd 
much  good,  and  removes  so  much  evil,  should  be  em-* 
braced  with  all  our  hearts,  and  as  soon  as  possible.  This, 
in  the  sight  of  God,  is  the  trile  loVe  of  oursdves ;  and  soon 
or  later  it  wiU  appear  so  to  us  all.  Happy  for  us  if  we  prove 
it  by  our  personal  conversion  to  him. 

Mto  is  a  rejtecitoe  being.-^VLovffBytt  univilling.  he  may 
flometimes  be  to  examine  his  6wn  hettft^  and  to  inquire  into^ 
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the  principles  of  his  actions,  there  are  times  and  seasons^ 
*when  he  will  feel  himself  constrained  to  consider  both  his 
past  and  present  actions;    and  though  some  degenerate 
characters  odiously  '^  glory  in  their  shame,"  yet  many,  on 
teviewing  their  conduct,  feel  sensibly  pained  at  some  of 
their  ways,  whatever  pleasure  they  may  derive  from  the 
contemplation  of  others.    And  what  are  the  actions  which 
pBin  them  ?    Are  they  not  those  immoral  ones  which  their 
(sonsciences  condemn  ?    And  what  are  they  which  afford 
them  pleasure  ?    Are  they  not  such  as  they  conceive  are 
Tirtuous  and  commendable  ?    This  arises  from  the  convic- 
tion, that  he  who  has  declared  that  he  will  bring  eveiy  work 
into  judgment,  has  beheld  all,  and  that  he  cannot  but  con- 
demn the  evil,  and  commend  the  good.    And  is  not  this  of 
Itself  a  sufficient  inducement  to  lead  us  to  an  immediate 
conversion  ?    It  certainly  is,  if  we  value  the  peace  of  our 
Qwn  minds.    Conscience,  when  a  foe  to  man,  is  a  most 
Ibrmidable  one  indeed ;   and  when  its  keen  upbraidings  are 
|elt,  all  the  joys  and  comforts  of  life  are  proportionally 
marred.     Conversion,  it  is  true,  cannot  so  obliterate'  the 
l^membrance  of  past  offences,  as  that  we  shall  totally  for-, 
get  them  :  indeed  the  Lord  declares,  that  when  he  is  paci- 
fied towards  us,  we  shall  remember  our  sins,  and  be  asham- 
ed for  them  ;  which  shews,  that  even  a  consciousness  of  sins 
that  are  pardoned  may  create  a  degree  of  uneasiness  in  the 
mind.    What  then  must  it  be  to  reflect  upon  those  which 
are  not  pardoned,  and  for  the  commission  of  which  wc 
dread  the  displeasure  of  Grod  ?    It  is  therefore  of  the  utp 
most  necessity,  if  we  would  possess  a  peaceful  conscience, 
to  give  up  our  souls  to  him  without  putting  it  off  any 
Jlonger,  lest,  ultimately,  our  numerous  iniquities  should 
flink  us  into  despair.    From  the  time  you  turn  to  God,  yoii 
will  have  many  tokens  of  his  &vour,  which  will  comfort 
four  minds  against  all  your  fears ;  but  the  IcMiger  you  de* 
lay,  the  more  guilt  you  will  contract,  and  the  more  painful 
will  be  your  feelings,  when  you  are  constrained  to  review 
jrQur  Uvea  and  cooversatioii.    Oh  how  much  better  it  it  for. 
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tliose  who  can  look  back  upon  a  life  spent  in  the  service  of 
Grod— who,  amidst  all  their  failings  and  infirmities,  are 
enabled  to  appeal  to  him,  and  saj,  ^Hhou  that  knowest  all 
things,  knowest  that  I  have  loved  thee«"  and  sought  my  hap-* 
piness  from  thee,  the  fountain  of  living  waters !     This  will 
j^ield  abundant  consolation,  even  in  the  shadow  of  death  ; 
and  we  have  sufficient  foresight  to  know  that  the  pains  and 
agonies  of  the  djing,  need  no  additional  angUish  from  the 
bitter  reflections  of  a  inispent  life ;  they  rather  require  to 
be  diminished,  if  possibly,  by  a  perfectly  mild  and  calm 
conscience ;  and  what  is  so  likely  to  produce  this  as  now 
yielding  up  ourselves  unto  God  ?    O  that  you  might  this 
moment  surrender  yourselves  to  him  t 

Man  is  a  creature  of  kabii. — ^This  is  one  of  the  obvious 
characteristics  of  human  beings.  This  made  the  wise  man 
long  ago  say,  <^  Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  in  which  he 
should  go,  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it;'' 
that  is,  it  affords  the  highest  probability,  that  the  habits 
which  lire  early  formed,  will  discover  themselves  during  the 
man^s  whole  life.  The  prej  udices  of  education,  as  they  are  call- 
ed, are  very  strong,  and  the  effects  of  habit  and  custom  are 
truly  astonishing.  What  one  would  consider  as  the  greatest 
calamity,  hot  having  been  habituated  to  it,  another  embraces 
and  follows  with  pleasure.  Since  this  is  strikingly  the  case 
in  a  thousand  instances  in  common  life,  it  is  not  less  so 
where  religion  is  concerned,  and  that  not  only  when  bigotry 
and  superstition  are  mixed  with  it,  but  where  it  is  pure  and 
has  its  seat  in  the  heart.  If  it  has  its  due  influence  on  the 
heart,  it  moulds  and  fashions  it,afler  the  image  of  the  Lord 
Jesus;  and  though,  in  some  instances,  there  may  be  many 
struggles  ere  it  gains  a  complete  ascendency  over  its  old  ha* 
bits,  yet  it  finally  triumphs;  and  ^^  grace  reigns  through 
righteousness  unto  eternal  life.".  Then  the  world's  vanities 
become  as  neglected  and  broken  idols,  the  desire  after  them 
ceases,  and  the  love  of  the  most  excellent  things  greatly  and 
constantly  prevails.  On  t)ie  other  hand,  the,  longer  any 
man  continues  in  sin,  the  deeper  it  strikes  its  roots  into  the 
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fpul;  9mi  coMsqueatly  it  beoones  moie  difllriilt  to  pluck  it 
upt  Look  jii  the  avaricious  man  who  has  beea  in  hmg  ba« 
bits  of  accuniulatiiig  wealth:  be  never  seeoM  to  grow  tired : 
the  loofer  ha  livoi,  though  he  needs  it  not,  the  more  he  la* 
bours  to  increase  his  stores.  Look  at  him  who  has  given  a 
loose  to  his  tongue  in  ribaldry  and  oaths:  how  light  and  tri- 
fling he  continues!  be  turns  all  subjects  into  ridicule;  and  if 
reproved  for  his  pro&nenesS)  seems  sonrcejy  to  know  that  be 
eurses  or  swears  Bi  all,  although  they  mingle  tbemselvef 
fierhaps  in  almost  every  sentence.  Or  at  that  poor  sot  who 
adda  drunkenness  to  thirst :  he  cannot  re&ain  fiiun  his  intozi* 
eating  oups:  he  has  brought  such  unnatural  thirst  upon 
himself,  that,  though  threatened  with  poverty,  disease,  and 
death,  he  must  have  his  fiivourite  liquor,  whatever  conse- 
quences ensue.  Hence  wc  see  the  necessity  and  advantages 
of  an  early  conversion,  that  the  sou^  may  be  brought  into 
such  habits  as  may  continually  promote  its  true  interesttf^; 
and  the  danger  of  delay,  since  the  longmr  we  continiie  in  sin, 
the  heart  becomes  more  and  more  corrupt,  and  the  less  proba* 
bility  remains,  of  our  hearty  concurrence  in  the  dnsigns  of 
God  in  our  conversion.  We  ought,  therefore,  immediately 
to  obey  his  voice,  and  separate  ourselves  firom  those  that  do 
evil,  that  we  may  be  adopted  into  his  fiimily,  and  made  heirs 
of  eternal  life. 

CHAP.  IL 

FRELIMIKARIES   OF   CONVERSIOlir. 


Divine  Illumination^Deliberaie  choice  of  Pidjf. 
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DIVINE  fLLUMINATION. 

Wc  are  now  come  to  that  important  part  of  our  subject 
which  speaks  of  the  manner  graciously  appointed  of  God  for 
the  conversion  of  our  souls  to  himself,  which  must  be  con« 
sjdcred  as  peculiarly  interesting  to  such  as  begin  vinceiely 
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tp  desire  his  flnlTtition.  I  saj  sincerely  desire;  ^lat  is^ 
when  any  of  the  metns  made  use  of  by  the  eternal  Spirit^ 
to  awaken  the  conscience  succeed,  and  the  mind  becomes 
illuminated  to  discern  between  good  and  evil;  then,  it  desired 
to  prove  the  one,  and  to  be  delivered  from  the  other.  Till 
our  minds  are  thus  enlightened,  we  sit  in  darkness,  and  in  the 
shadow  of  death;  and  nothing  but  the  sending  forth  of 
<^  light  and  truth"  from  above  can  dispel  these  heavy  clouds^ 
this  gloomy  night  from  such  as  are  ignorant  and  out  of  the 
way.  Neither  men  nor  books  can  ever  be  a  substitute  for 
that  light  which  shineth  in  human  darkness,  the  true  light  that 
lighteUi  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world,  John  i.  9. 
They  have  their  use,  and  ought  not  therefi>re  to  be  despise 
ed;  they  ought,  however,  to  be  regarded  only  as  instruments 
in  the  hand  of  God,  or  mediums  by  which  he  communicates 
wisdom  to  his  creatures.  The  praise  of  our  salvation^  first 
and  la^,  must  be  ascribed  to  him ;  for  his  glory  he  will  ifbt 
give  to  another,  neither  hid  praise  to  men  nor  books.  Wheii 
the  eye  of  the  mind  is  opened  to  discover  spiritual  objectSu 
or^  in  other  words,  when  that  faith  or  persuasion  is  wrougiht 
in  the  mind^  which  is  an  evidence  or  conviction  of  thingv^ 
not  seen  by  the  eye  of  sense,  or  mere  natural  reason,  there 
is  a  surprizing  change  in  our  views,  both  of  eaKhly  and  hea* 
yenly  things.  Without  this,  the  most  learned  men  on  spiri« 
tual  sutyects^  will  be  ready  to  say  with  Nichodemus,  ^^  How 
can  these  things  be  V*  The  sensual,  or  natural  man,  not 
having  this  supernatural  light,  receiveth  not  the  things  of 
the  Spirit  of  God ;  for  they  are  foolishness  unto  him ;  neither 
can  he  know  them,  because  they  are  spiritually  discerned| 
1  Cor.  ii.  14.  And  hence  it  was,  that  the  preaching  of  Christ 
crucified  was  to  the  Jews  a  stumblingblocky  and  to  the 
Greeks  foolishness ;  and  so  it  will  ^  ver  be  to  those  who  proud- 
ly set  up  .learning,  philosophy,  or  the  vain  conceits  of  mercf 
human  reason,  against  the  wisdom  and  proceedings  of  God 
in  our  redemption.  The  effects  produced  by  this  light  are^ 
a  deep  sense  of  our  spiritual  poverty,  clearer  views  of  Qod^ 
Qf  his  biW|  of  the  M^ator^  and  of  siPt 
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1.  TFe  obtain  a  deep  sense  of  our  spiritual  poneriy. — ^Tlie 
typinion  which  men  form  of  themdelves  in  their  natural  state 
is  exceedingly  erroneous.  They  imagine,  like  the  Laodice- 
ans,  that  they  are  rich,  increased  in  goods,  and  have  need  of 
nothing;  when,  if  they  saw  themselves  in  the  light  of  God, 
they  would  know  that  they  were  wretched,  miserable,  poor, 
blind,  and  naked.  If  any  man  had  cause  to  boast,  it  was  St. 
Paul :  born  of  religious  parents,  by  profession  a  zealous  Pha- 
risee, opposing  all  innovations,  strictly  conscientious,  and 
endeavouring  to  pay  the  closest  attention  to  every  part  of 
the  ceremonial  law ;  and  yet,  when  enlightened  by  the  Spi- 
rit, he  said,  "  I  know  that  in  me  dwelkth  no  good  thing  :'* 
ftnd  all  that  would  be  converted  must,  more  or  less,  have 
the  same  discovery,  and  be  willing  to  make  the  same  con- 
lession.  We  shall  feel  that  we  are  poor  insolvent  debtors, 
who  have  nothing  to  pay,  and  are  entirely  at  the  mercy  of 
our  great  and  almighty  Creditor.  Have  we  given  alms  ? 
We  shall  see  that  if  applause  from  others  was  not  our  mo- 
tive we  intended  perhaps  to  purchase  heaven  by  these  be- 
nevolent acts,  which  is  vain  and  unscriptural,  since  eternal 
life  is  beyond  all  price.  Have  We  attended  ordinances? 
Education,  example,  or  custom,  was  probably  the  cause, 
and  not  a  de<>ire  to  please  God,  to  learn  his  will,  or  to  offer 
him  the  spiritual  worship  he  requires :  and  whatever  we 
might  think,  speak,  or  do,  we  see  and  feel  that  no  depen- 
dence can  be  placed  on  one  or  all  these  things  taken  toge- 
Iher.  The  infidelity,  hardness,  ignorance,  prejudices,  and 
evils  of  our  hearts,  begin  to  appear  without  disguise;  and 
we  are  conscious  that  we  are  greatly  indebted  to  the  pre- 
venting grace  of  God;  or,  with  such  evils  within,  we  might 
have  gone  great  lengths  in  wickedness.  In  short,  we  now 
plainly  discover,  that  a  corrupt  tree  can  only  bring  forth  cor- 
rupt fruit,  and  that  the  tree  must  first  be  made  good,  by  the 
skin  of  the  Great  Husbandman,  or  no  good  fruit  will  ever  be 
found  thereon :  and  thus  the  soul  finds  it  has  nothing  to  plead, 
nothing  to  boast  of;  its  best  righteousnesses  are  as  useless  and 
insuiRcieot  before  God  to  cover  and  adorn  the  soul,  as  a  co* 
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Tering  ofeobwebe  to  defend,  comfort,  and  assist  the  body.  Wt 
see  that  it  is  altogether  of  mercy  that  we  have  not  been  cut 
down  as  cumberers  of  the  ground,  as  fruitless  towards  Qod, 
and  hurtful  to  others;  that  our  time  has  been  mispent,  our 
talents  misapplied,  and  our  affections  misplaced,  and  that 
consequently  we  have  nothing  to  say  but  ^^  God  be  merciful 
to  roe  a  sinner," 

2.  li  brings  a  clear  view  of  God. — ^We  see  that  all  things 
are  of  him,  and  can  readily  subscribe  to  those  observations 
of  David,  ^^  Thine,  6  Lord,  is  the  greatness,  power,  glory, 
victory  and  majesty  ;  for  all  that  is  in  the  heaven  and  earth 
is  thine ;  thine  is  the  kingdom,  O  Lord,  and  thou  art  ex- 
alted as  head  above  all.  Both  riches  and  honour  come  of 
thee,  and  thou  reignest  over  all,  and  in  thine  hand  is  power 
and  might,  and  in  thine  hand  it  is  to  make  great,  and  to 
give  strength  unto  all."  And  are  made  to  acknowledge 
that  his  providence  superintends^  all,  governing  the  whole 
in  reference  to  the  individual,  and  the  individual  in  refer- 
ence  to  the  whole. 

It  raises  us  above  our  gross  conceptions  of  his  nature, 
and  we  plainly  discern  that  he  is  a  Spirit,  and  cannot  there* 
fore  be  like  unto  any  natural  appearance  whatever;  and 
.  that  such  is  his  greatness,  that  nothing  in  the  universe  can 
be  compared  with  him  :  and  when  human  passions,  powers^ 
and  faculties  are  ascribed  to  him,  it  is  merely  an  accommo- 
dation to  our  weakness  and  frailty;  and  is  no  defect  in  him, 
who  is  the  most  perfect  and  excellent  of  all  beings,  and 
most  transcendently  glorious. 

We  have  clearer  views  of  the  persons  in  the  Godhead. 
Not  the  manner  of  it,  but  the  certainij/.  This  is  a  most  blessed 
scriptural  doctrine,  the  Divine  unity  being  oflen  spoken  of 
there  as  a  trinity  of  persons  co-essential,  co-equal,  and  co- 
eternal,  and  not  of  offices  and  characters  only.  But  though 
the  Divine  revelations  of  this  important  truth,  as  it  respects 
its  certainty,  are  as  easy  to  understand  as  the  multiplication 
of  three  units  into  one  sum,  yet  there  has  been  much  noisy 
controversy  about  it  ^  and  many  hav^  opposed  it,  withou^. 
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however^  doing  it  the  smallest  iiijurjr.  It  is  a  frutb  tbat  re- 
inains  firmer  than  the  everlasting  moantains ;  and  is  the  pe- 
culiar gloiy  of  Christianity,  and  distinguishes  it  from  all 
lUse  religious  systems  whatever :  its  founder,  whose  goings 
forth  have  been  from  everlasting,  and  who  has  all  power  in 
heaven  and  earth,^'  has  declared  that  the  gates  of  hell  shall 
not  prevail  against  that  church  which  lias  been  collected, 
supported,  and  completed  by  it;  and  hitherto  his  word  has 
remained  inviolate,  and  his  saints  have  proved  him  an  all- 
Bufllcient  Saviour.  May  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
the  love  of  God,  and  the  coihmunion  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  be 
with  all  them  that  build  their  hopes  of  eternal  happiness  on 
that  glorious  foundation.    Amen  and  amen. 

From  these  views  we  learn  what  kind  of  service  the  Lord 
requires  of  his  true  worshippers :  it  must  be  spiHtual,  and 
in  conformity  to  his  will.  All  our  Sacrifices  must  be  pre** 
sented  to  him,  as  to  an  infinitely  wise  and  good  being,  who 
fieither  is  nor  can  be  deceived,  and  i^ho  tequires  truth  in  the 
inward  parts,  without  which  the  most  ptunful  labours  and 
most  expensive  oblations  are  an  abomination  in  his  sight ; 
that  he  fills  heaven  and  earth ;  that  his  eye^  are  in  every 
place,  beholding  the  evil  and  the  good ;  that  his  understand- 
ing is  infinite,  and  consequently  must  be  perfectly  acquaint-  * 
€d  with  our  true  character  and  principles  ;  that  he  is  great 
in  might,  and  absolutely  uilequalled  by  any  creature  in  hea-* 
ten  or  earth ;  that  none  can  stay  his  hand,  or  say  unto  him. 
What  doest  thou  ?  that  he  is  glorious  in  holiness,  and  righte* 
ous  in  all  his  ways ;  that  he  is  mighty  and  terrible,  not  accept* 
ing  persons  or  taking  rewards ;  that  he  id  good  to  all;  that  his 
tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  i<^orks;  that  his  truth  remain* 
eth  unto  all  generations ;  that  he  is  love  itself;  and  that,  while 
ft  is  condescension  in  him  to  regard  the  things  of  heaven,  he 
is  long-sufFeriiig  and  kind  towards  his  sinful  creatures  on 
earth,  and  of  his  great  goodness  leads  them  to  repentance :. 
yet  to  those  who  receive  not  the  unspeakable  gift  of  his  Son 
he  will  at  last  speak  in  his  wrath,  and  vex  them  in  his  sore  dis- 
pleasure.   NovV,  though  it  is  admitted  that  no  finite  capa- 
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bity  is  able  to  explain,  or  even  conceive  the  greatness  of  tbci 
everlasting  God,  the  Lord,  the  Creator  of  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  or  fethom  the  depth  of  the  riches  of  his  wisdom,  or 
understand  his  unsearchable  jadgments,  or  find  out  his  wajs 
and  proceedings ;  yet  when  the  mind  is  brought  to  view  these 
attributes  of  God  and  his  perfections  in  his  own  pure  light, 
they  appear  widely  different  to  what  they  seem  when  viewed 
through  our  own  reasonings  or  those  of  others.  God  is  only 
to  be  seen  in  the  light  that  comes  from  himself. 

3.  A  clearer  view  of  the  law. — Those  persons  who  have  not 
proper  views  of  the  holy  law  of  God,  are  apt  to  imagine  that 
there  is  no  manner  of  difficulty  in  observing  all  it  enjoins^ 
or  avoiding  all  it  forbids.  This  arises  from  their  ignorance 
both  of  its  nature  and  design.  Its  nature  is  spiritual,  and 
extends  to  every  sentiment  and  motion  of  the  soul ;  and  its 
design  is,  not  to  give  life  to  sinful,  guilty  creatures,  as  they 
suppose,  but  to  discover  sin,  and  shew  the  punishment  of  all 
those  who  are  enslaved  by  it.  As  it  is  a  perfect  rule,  given 
by  its  great  Author  to  innocent  man,  the  perfect  and  uiire- 
initting  observance  of  it  would  have  been  his  righteousness  i 
and,  consequently,  the  life  and  happiness  of  the  soul  would 
have  been  thereby  secured.  The  defectibility  of  the  crea* 
ture,  however,  has  for  ever  set  all  such  hopes  and  righteous-^ 
Hess  aside.  The  common  notion  of  such  as  seek  salvatioii 
in  Itn  unscriptural  way  is,  to  endeavour  to  recommend  them- 
selves  to  God  by  observing  the  law  as  a  covenant  of  works, 
supposing  that  present  obedience  will  atone  for  past  trans** 
gression  and  omission ;  and  thus,  by  becoming  good,  they 
hope  that  God  will  pardon  them  for  Christ^s  sake  sdmetimo 
before  they  die,  in  death,  or  after  it;  or  that  they  are  for** 
given  now,  only  they  are  not  permitted  to  know  any  thin^ 
about  it,  lest  it  should  fill  them  with  pride,  presumption^ 
and  enthusiasm.  When  the  eyes  of  the  understanding  are 
perfectly  opened,  we  see  this  id  not  the  way  to  obtain  mdrcy 
and  salvation ;  since  the  scriptures  affirm,  that  by  the  deeds 
of  the  law  no  flesh  living  sha:  be  justified,  and  that  God 
does  >  not  forgive  taen  because  they  are  good  and  holy,  but 

2t 
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liecaiise  tlicj  aie  siniien.  B^udes^  if  wa  posMsi  aliflitj  to 
keep  the  Jaw,  aa^  haTe  not  kept  it|  Iiow  exfeediiylj  yila 
mut  our  conduct  have  been !  And  when  we  proieas  to  nive 
^p  our  impiety  and  amend  our  wajs,  what  atopemeirt  can  wo 
make  for  our  past  impiety  ?  Surely  doing  our  duty  now,  let 
it  be  ever  so  perfi^  cannot  atone  Cbr  our  defects,  especially 
if  we  could  have  prevented  them,  the  law  reqipring  perfect 
obedience  from  first  to  last.  If  we  make  righteousness  to 
come  by  the  law,  then  Christ  died  in  vain ;  seeing  if  we 
foold  obtain  righteousness  by  any  other  meaiis,  his  death 
dight  have  been  dispensed  with :  but  without  the  shadding 
of  his  blood  there  could  be  no  remission,  and  through  his 
^tripes  alone  we  are  healed.  By  the  law  is  the  knowledge 
pf  sin,  and  not  pardon.  The  law  discovers  the  strength  ot 
^0,  but  cannot  extract  its  sting.  It  is  the  ministration  of 
condemnation,  not  of  acquittal  and  righteousness,  andprovep 
p  schoolmaster  to  bring  us  to  Christ,  teaching  the  necessity 
ire  have  of  his  righteousness,  but  incapable  of  saving,  fer 
|t  worketh  wrath;  condemning  and  leaving  Uf  under  its  ^en^ 
fence,  to  feel  the  eternal  displeasure  of  God.  Therefera  w^ 
must  not  remain  under  the  law,  looking  &r  what  it  cannot 
give :  we  must  be  dead  tp  it,  and  live  under  the  gracious 
Jaw  of  our  Redeemer,  who  expects  no  more  than  be  will 
^pable  us  to  perform.  It  is  of  great  importpnce  to  undor^ 
f  tand  this  matter  well,  becanse  without  it  we  shall  never  fed 
that  entire  dependence  upon  Christ,  as  the  great  afoniog 
Sacrifice,  which  we  ought  to  feel,  nor  he  prepared  for  thosf 
manifestations  of  divine  love  with  which  tbodie  are  fevoured 
Fho  heartily  receive  him ;  and  therefore  it  is  truf  wisdom 
fiot  to  attempt  seeking  the  fevour  of  God  in  any  way  that  i| 
Hot  of  his  appointing.  He  has  pot  appointed  wookSp  lest 
any  man  should  boast ;  but  has  declared,  ^  he  thai  believeth 
in  him  that  justifies  the  ungodly,  his  fiuth  shall  he  imputed 
to  him  for  righteousness  ;'*  and  whoever  is  thuif  saved  wil) 
ascribe  all  the  praise  to  God ;  and  it  is  folly  altogether  to 
s^  it  in  any  other  way.  The  law,  though  holy^  just  a94 
good  ia  itself  is  too  weak^  in  jBOQsequence  of  th«  focn^wi 


of  our  ttatttre,  to  afford  {be  assistance  we  want :  yet  w& 
cnght  highly  to  reverenee  it,  a^  most  exeeUent  in  itself,  and 
as  the  grand  means  under  God  of  shewing  ns  what  we  arb 
by  nature  and  practice,  that  all  our  trust  may  be  placed  ifk 
the  merits  of  our  incarnate  Lord ;  and,  when  converted  to 
bim,  as  the  perfect  nde  by  which  we  are  to  walk,  by  which 
we  ate  all  ultimately  to  be  judged,  and  which  in  substance 
bis  Spirit  writes  on  every  believing  heart  ii)  pure  and  fervent 
love  to  Grod  and  man. 

4.  fFe  behold  in  a  true  light  the  grace  and  righteousness  of 
CAr£f/.-^It  may  be  that  we  had  a  tolerable  idea  of  his  divi- 
nity, of  his  incarnation,  his  sufferings,  and  death,  as  atoning 
for  sin,  of  his  intercession  in  heaven,  and  of  his  coming  to 
judge  the  world ;  yet  these  views  were  not  sufficient  to  de* 
termine  our  choice  of  a  holy  life;  we  still  trifled  and  sinned; 
repenting  and  transgressing;  resolving  and  ddaying;, hoping 
and  despairing ;  aiming  to  be  better,  and  in  our  own  view 
rrowing  worse,  &c.  Now  we  see  that  there  is  a  sufficient 
help  in  the  Saviour  for  us  all;  not  indeed  that  we  may  pro- 
ceed in  the  evil  way,  but  to  save  us  from  it ;  and  that  these  out* 
ward  acts  of  a  Saviour's  compassion  are  insufficient  to  save^ 
unless  they  have  their  due  influence  on  the  mind,  and  unless 
the  blessings  obtained  by  him  are  actually  by  his  Spirit  ink* 
parted  to  us.  We  see  more  into  the  mysterious  union  of  the 
divine  and  human  nature  in  one  Christ,  and  of  the  fel!^ 
which  required  such  union,  and  without  which  man  could 
Hot  have  been  raised  and  made  a  new  creature.  Without 
this  it  does  tiot  appear  that  the  Divine  perfections  could 
have  harmonized'in  our  salvation;  because  some  things, were 
required  which,  according  to  our  conceptions,  the  Godhead 
could  not  have  done;  and  some  of  which  unassisted  human 
nature,  however  pure  and  innocent,  could  not  have  perform^^ 
ed.  The  Godhead  could  not  have  been  revealed  as  ah  ex« 
ample  of  holy  walking,  for  no  tean  can  see  God  and  live  t 
but  the  human  nature  could  represent  as  much  of  this  as  was 
tecessaty  for  salvation ;  and  thus  the  apostles  could  say  th^ 
beheld  hia  glory>  and  himself^  fce  that  hath  Mao  me,  halj^ 
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seen  the  Father,  which  he  truly  and  properly  represented^ 
The  Godhead  could  not  be  subject  to  human  infirmities, 
aufierings,  and  death;  yet  it  was  necessary  that  man's  Rev 
deemer  should  experience  all  these;  and  they  were  known 
through  the  human  nature  in  the  person  of  Christ.  In  our 
afflictions  he  was  afflicted;  he  was  circumcised,  baptized, 
tempted,  hungered,  thirsted,  was  weary,  and  slept;  was  sor« 
rowful,  wept,  and  endured  great  and  agonizing- pain;  shed 
his  precious  blood  and  died.  But  what  was  it  that  rendered 
both  his  active  and  passive  righteousness  meritorious?  It 
was  the  Godhead  which  stamped  such  a  value  upon  all  his 
actions:  without  this,  and  his  miraculous  conception,  he 
would  have  been  a  mere  man,  could  neither  have  merited 
nor  conferred  grace;  nor  could  any  one  have  believed  in 
him,  without  incurring  the  displeasure  of  him  who  says, 
'^  Cursed  be  the  man  that  maketh  flesh  his  arm."  Oh  how 
precious  is  this  consideration  to  an  awakened  conscience ! 
While  the  sneering  infidel,  the  unhumbled  formalist,  the 
conceited  moralist,  or  abandoned  sinner,  either  makes  light 
of  his  person,  or  opposes  him,  the  real  penitent  sees  him  an 
all-sufficient  Saviour,  and  casts  his  guilty  soul,  and  all  his 
cares  and  fears  upon  his  merits,  and  trusts  his  all  into  his 
gracious  hands. 

Nor  does  a  real  penitent  feel  less  interested  in  the  various 
names  and  titles  given  to  the  Lord  Jesus;  those  three  espe- 
cially, Prophet,  Priest,  and  King:  as  making  known  the  will 
of  his  Father,  and  communicating  by  himself  and  his  ser- 
vants all  the  information  requisite  for  holy  walking  with 
God ;  as  making  atonement  for  our  sins,  reconciling  the  Fa- 
ther to  us,  and  pleading  our  cause  in  heaven;  and  as  ruling 
and  go\  erning  all  things  in  the  most  just  and  equitable  man- 
ner, saving  those  that  confide  in  him  from  all  their  enemies, 
and  making  them  partakers  of  the  blessings  and  benefits  of 
his  kingdom.  In  short  they  begin  to  view  him  as  ^^  the  chief 
among  ten  thousand,  and  as  altogether  lovely ;''  none  in  hea- 
ven, or  in  earth  being  worthy  to  be  compared  with  him ;  the 
gret^test,  wisest,  and  best,  amongangc^s  or  men,  possessing  not 
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A  thousapdth  part  of  the  grace  and  excellencies  found  in 
him. 

6.  A  clearer  view  of  the  evil  of  sin. — No  description  that 
can  be  given  of  sin  to  the  eje  or  ear  of  man,  can  ever  dis- 
cover the  evil  and  pollution  of  it,  as  it  appears  to  the 
awakened  conscience  by  the  Spirit  of  truth  and  holiness. 
It  is  then  that  the  sinner  cries  out,  ^^I  am  vile/'  and  dares 
Bcarcelj  lift  up  his  eyes  towards  his  much  oflfended  God. 
Then  we  i^ee  ourselves  more  loathsome  than  can  beexpressed. 
We  regard  our  past  offences  with  horror,  and  condemn  our 
impiety  in  our  religious  exercises,  where  we  have  asked  for 
blessings  which  we  neither  wanted  nor  believed  attainable, 
returning  thanks  for  mercies  we  never  received,  form* 
ing  resolutions  and  making  vows  we  intended  not  to  keep 
or  observe;  and  for  all  the  self-complacency,  ignorance, 
and  hypocrisy  we  have  discovered  in  any  form,  or  been  guil- 
ty of  at  any  time,  We  no  longer  wonder  why  the  apostle 
and  others  like  him,  who  knew  their  own  hearts  better  than 
those  of  others,  should  call  themselves  ^^the  chief  of  sin- 
ners ;"  the  sight  of  our  sins,  and  especially  of  our  beloved 
besetting  sin,  that  so  frequently  carried  our  hearts  awaj 
from  God,  and  caused  us,  while  we  trembled  at  the  conse- 
quences, to  shut  our  ears  to  all  his  calls  and  warnings,  now 
constrains  ua  to  adopt  the  same  language.  We  look  around 
us,  and  see  the  world  lying  in  wickedness,  regardless  of 
their  characters  and  dead  to  God,  glorying  in  their  shame ; 
others  idoliaring  their's,  striving  to  wash  the  Ethiopian  white, 
pleansing  the  outside  of  the  cup,  wearing  the  mask  of  vir- 
tue, substituting  superstition  for  piety,  making  devotion  a 
pause  in  their  pleasures,  attending  the  places  of  worship 
with  the  same  taste  and  design,  and  perhaps  with  the  same 
motives  as  the  places  of  mirth  and  varied  amusement ;  we 
aee  these  things,  and  are  shocked  both  at  their  folly,  mis- 
conduct and  irreligion,  and  at  our  own.  We  feel  that  the 
seeds  of  all  evil  are  in  us,  and  are  only  prevented  from 
•hooting  suddenly  up,  and  bearing  their  pernicious  fruit  in 
ibwdance,  by  the  restraints  under  whicli  Vfe  lie  from  God 


or  man.  We  lore  mh^  trettble  at  tlie  ccnseqiteDCes,  and  irtiik 
we  tremble  readily  fall  into  its  snares.  We  see  tliat  God 
is  displeased  at  it,  acknowledge  that  we  are  #eak  and  wick- 
ed in  commiiting  it^  and  yield  again  to  the  first  seducing 
temptation ;  and  feel  ready  to  wish  that  God  would  on  snch 
occasions  forget  ns,  and  assist  us  to  Ibrget  hioi.  The 
treachery  and  deeeitfhlness  of  the  heart  in  submitting  to 
these  evQ  propensities  are  glaring,  and  its  readiness  to  fril 
into  temptation^  after  repeated  checks  of  conscience^  and 
Ihars  of  heU,  is  truly  astonishing;  and  it  Is  probable  that 
though  many  are  ibund,  who  have  turned  to  QoA  from  att 
affecting  view  of  his  kindness  and  compassion^  yet  the  greater 
number  of  the  sared  were  first  wrought  upon  by  the  drqid 
of  hell  to  seek  for  mercy,  that  afterwards  glorified  htm  from 
a  nobler  principle.  Thus  by  the  light  of  beflren  we  discern 
both  our  own  weakness,  and  the  hateful  nature  of  sin ;  and 
in  the  same  proportion  as  we  see  these,  we  see  the  justice  of 
Ood  in  puntshiag  sin,  and  readily  acknowledge  that  it  ho 
were  to  deal  with  us  as  we  deserve,  he  would  be  just  in  ei[<* 
eluding  us  from  his  presence,  and  in  shutting  us  up  in  tho 
prison  of  hell,  in  darkness  and  eternal  despair.  Such  views 
BMiy  alarm  and  create  much  sorrow  of  mind:  they  are  how^^ 
over  highly  necessaiy,  because  they  prepare  the  awakened 
iinner  for  the  more  eager  reception  of  the  converting  graeo 
tf  God>  and  induce  him  to  fbrm 

A  DELIBERATE  CHOICE  OF  PIETY. 

• 

FnoM  what  observations  have  been  already  made  on  sin^ 
tnd  its  atrful  consequences,  with  the  advantages  arising  from 
the  knowtedge  and  service  of  God,  the  necessity  of  giving  a 
decided  preference  to  him  and  his  ways^  strikingly  appears. 
This  choice  of  piety  on  our  part  being  as  neeessmy  as  iUu«« 
mination  on  his,  till  this  Is  done  we  shall  continue  weak  and 
ifresolute,  sifi  will  be  too  powerful  for  us^  and  the  tempter 
will  keep  u^  in  his  suafes :  but  when  the  resolnUcm  is  onco 
ibrmed,  in  the  stfeugth  of  divhie  grace,  to  choose  with  Mary 
the  better  part ;  or,  o«  the  psalmist  oxpretsei  it,  ^<  Whem 


ihaa  saidst.  Seek  ye  my  fiu^/'  ew  hearts  reply,  ^  Thy  fiiee. 
Lord,  will  we  seek ;"  then  there  is  a  &ir  prospect  of  our  be* 
coming  truly  religious.  He  that  would  take  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  by  holy  violence  had  need  to  understand  the  value 
of  its  treasures,  and  of^se  himself  in  good  eameat  to  all  ^ 
that  would  hinder  him  in  his  attempt  to  take  possession*  T6 
choose  God,  who  is  the  supreme  good,  is  true  wisdom ;  and  b$ 
it  is  his  wiU  that  we  should  choose  Jiim  for  our  portion,  'so  he 
would  have  us  do  it  with  all  our  hearts ;  that  is,  he  would  have 
it  to  be  vobtntajry^  fuU^  wb^ fixed;  expressive  of  the  high  value 
we  set  upon  so  great  a  ikrour,  and  of  our  determination  to 
r^iounce  all  diat  has  usurped  his  throne  in  our  hearts,  that 
we  may  cleave  to  him  alone.  The  Lord  will  net  pour  hit 
spiritual  blessings  on  the  double  minded,  for  he  is  a  jealous 
God :  he  will  have  no  idols  in  his  tfcmple :  be  requires  the 
lieart,  the  whole  heart,  for  he  will  suffer  no  rivals ;  and 
hence  we  see  Ae  necessity  of  being  'sincere  and  resolute  iM 
mur  choice  of  him  and  his  holy  ways. 

1.  Our  own  mimb  will  require  if •<>*4)ur  natural  instability 
in  worldly  poneems  is  not  overcome  but  by  powerful  motives 
r— pleasure,  profit,  want,  or  sudk  like  things,  till  the  mind 
lias  contracted  certain  habits ;  and  even  Aen,  something  of 
iihe  like  impressions  are  required  to  {Mreserve  such  habits ; 
and  if  this  is  frequently  the  case  in  things  more  congenial  with 
tmr  camdi  hearts,  how  much  more  ought  we  to  be  firm  in 
€Nir  chsi^  where  religieB  is  coneemed;  that  no  love  of  siif, 
DO  fidse  leasonings,  no  principles  of  infidelity^  no  (also 
•hame,  no  desire  to  jdease  others,  nor  any  cause  whatever, 
flsay  £vert  us  from  our  purpose  of  taking  God  for  out*  por* 
tion  I  Religion  contains  in  itself  the  strongest  of  idl  motives 
to  determine  oiur  choice  and  conduct;  and  to  these  we  should  - 
yield  up  ourselves  entirely*  What  stronger  inducementa 
tarn  tikere  be  to  determine  our  choice  of  God,  than  a  partici- 
"patioB  of  his  flivour,  the  inflnenee  of  his  Spirit,  receiving  his 
lidiy  image,  power  to  glorify  him  according  to  his  revealed 
^IH,  peace  here,  and  heaven  hereafter  ?  Who  can  form  k 
)«st  and  pr<^per  eatttoatp  of  so^  religion  I    lt»  value  li 
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immeiifle,  especiaUj  if  we  consider  the  raeMtt  adopted  to 
render  us  capable  of  receiving  it,  and  the  inexpressiblj  g\o* 
rious  effects  which  flow  from  it  to  its  real  possessors  eter* 
nally.    Its  worth  cannot  be  fully  understood  by  the  capaci- 
ties of  angels :  they  are  utterly  inadequate  to  the  task,  it 
being  only  known  by  him  whose  gift  it  is.    It  is  the  pearl  of 
great  price,  the  one  thing  needful,  for  the  attainment  of 
which  all  should  be  willing  gladly  to  part  with  all  that 
would  present  them  from  experiencing  it  in  all  its  power 
and  fulness.    What  though  this'  choice  necessarily  draws 
after  it  dispositions  of  mind  entirely  different  from  our  for* 
mer  ones:  if  they  are  such  as  are  holy  and  heavenly,  will 
it  not  prove  a  most  beneficial  exchange  ?    When  we  felt  an 
opposition  to  the  Divine  law  and  its  spiritnal  meaning,  its 
sharp  reproob,  full  demands,  and  dreadful  threfUenings,  all 
standing  opposed  %»  our  love  of  sin,  what  were  then  the 
workings  of  our  hearts  ?    Would  it  not  have  been  better  if 
they  had  been  of  a  very^different  kind  ?    For  instance,  our 
pride  wanted  to  be  gratified  without  controul  in  every  way, 
to  attract  the  notice  of  others,  to  draw  forth  their  praise, 

secure  their  esteem  or  applause;  or  that  might  pain  them  in 
seeing  themselves  outvied  by  our  talents,  appearances,  or 

(Success.  How  much  better  will  it  be  for  us  when,  by  choos* 
ing  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  we  feel  that  humility  of  mind  which 
will  lead  us  to  wonder  why  any  should  notice  us  with  re- 
spect, receive  advice  fitim  our  lips,  desire  our  company,  or 
copy  our  example;  and  which  will  lead  us  to  seek  not  the 
praise  of  men,  but  the  commendation  of  our  God,  and  not 
suffer  us  willingly  to  pain  the  minds  of  others  by  any  part  of 
our  behaviour,  or  in  the  exercise  of  any  part  of  our  tolents, 
which  we  shall  then  ascribe  to  God,  and  for  which  we  shall 
give  him  all  the  praise. — Our  revenge  wished  for  unrestrain- 
ed liberty,  that  the  offending  party  might  feel  our  vengeance, 
in  wishes,  words,  and  deed9,  to  teach  them  better  manners 
than  to  contradict  us,  dispute  with,  or  oppose  us,  or  ducover 
the  least  imaginable  want  of  attention  to  our  persons  and 
eoQcems,*   ,AU  thia  will  he  superseded  by  meekness  aad 


gentleiiess  of  ftpirit,  which  will  diq>Q8e  us  ta  pity,  perdo% 
and  even  love  our  very  enemies;  and  how  much  bettei^  must 
this  be  than  that  ungracious  and  vindictive  disposition  her9 
condemned ! — Our  hvUy  would  have  pressed  into  its  service 
crvil  and  satyr,  and  indulged  itself  in  mortifying  others  by 
misrepresenting  their  characters,  desi^f ,  and  proceediqfa; 
or  perhaps  displayed  itself  in  worse  than  childish  follies,  vi* 
diciilous  amusementSi  and  expensive,  not  to  say  criminal 
pleasures,  till  it  ha4  gained  a  con^plete  ascendency  over  us;* 
And  is  this  becoming  a^  immortal  soul,  an  heir  of  eternity^ 
and  one  that  is  called  to  work  out  bis  salvation  with  fear  an4 
treoiUing  ?  H<iw  much  paore  becoming  our  present  state 
rather  to  bewail  the  degraded  situation  of  mankind  by  sia 
and.  folly^  to  moam  over  their  weaknesses,  and  sympathize 
with  them  in  their  miseries  ?  How  much  better  to-  be  en)t 
ployed  in  securing  the  salvatioq  of  our  sqpis  than  to  discot 
^¥er  ourselves  to  be  the  slaves  of  wbini  and  caprice,  or  to  b^ 
'fouqd  wasting  our  time,  property,  and  perhaps  cbaractec,. 
for  vanityi^or  what  is  worse  than  vanity  ?  If,  then,  a  delibe* 
rate  choice  of  God  produces  these  changes,  is  it  not  most  de« 
$irable  in  itself  2  And  if  it  will  deliver  us  from  such  thingf 
as  are  here  mentioned,  can  that  choice  be  made  too  soon  ? 
^od  if  these  habits  have  been  long  formed,  and  are  deepljf  - 
rooti&d^  cao  that  determination  be  too  strong  or  too  resolute  ^ 
This  cboioe  being  made,  it  will  keep  us  from  hankering  aft 
ter  transitory  happiness^  make  ui  more  willing  to  be  thought 
fools  and  madmen,  and  dispose  us  to  receive  with  thankfuht 
ness  the  blessings  oi&red  ys  in  the  gospel. 

S.  The  tporU  around  m  requires  ii. — ^Let  our  situation! 
in  life  be  whatever  t^y  may,  it  is  generally  fo^nd^  unless  we 
have  been  trained  up  in  piety  from  our  in&ncy,  that  some 
are  ofieivled  with  us  for  attempting  to  become  truly  religi- 
ouis,  especially  if  it  ^as  b^n  our  lot  to  be  connected  with 
them  whp  fill  mone  respec^ble  situations  in  life,  and  who 
pride  themselves  in  the  parity  of  their  morals,  their  virtuous 
education,  fiad  attachment  to'  reUgtous  forms.  The  carnal 
heart  19  the  ,6ao^  jf^  al)  aftes  aoid  p&icef«    It*  i#.  at  enmity 

»2 
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with  God,  and  with  evety  thing  conforamUe  to  his  holy 
natnre.  Their  minds  are  blinded  by  prejudice,  pride,  and 
igfnorance;  hence  St.  John  observes,  <*The  world  knoweth 
us  not,  because  it  knew  him  notf  and  from  hence  ^ringa 
the  malevolence  of  those  who  accuse  the  people  of  God  with 
beresy,  sedition,  and  hypocrisy,  not  consi^ring  that  they 
and  the  accused  are  soon  to  stand  before  the  awM  tribunal 
of  their  Almighty  Judge,  who  condemns  persecution  in  all 
its  forms.  Thus  all  who  begin  to  run  the  race  of  eternal 
life  had  need  to  be  fully  determined  to  be  the  Lord's  at  all 
events,  and  whether  they  meet  with  frowns  or  promises^ 
flatteiy  or  threatening,  never  to  yield.  Friends  and  ene« 
mies  may  oppose  us,  for  the  world,  which  called  the  Master 
of  the  house  Beelzebub,  will  not  spare  those  of  his  house- 
bold,  or  such  as  desire  to  obtain  that  honour.  To  withdraw 
from  the  world  ia  a  kind  of  death  in  which  we  are  to  leave 
our  former  principles,  bur  pleasures,  our  friendships,  and 
eveiy  thing  contrary  to  the  will  of  God.  This  cannot  be 
.done  so  secretly  but  it  will  sooner  or  later  be  noised  abroad, 
and  remarks  made  upon  it  according  to  the  temper  and  si- 
tuation of  the  judges.  Some  will  pretend  to  pity,  some  will 
laugh,  some  argue,  some  sneer,  and  others  be  angry :  andj 
*  pn  the  other  hand,  some  will  take  upon  them  to  misrepre« 
tent  religion  and  its  professors,  turn  every  action  to  ridi- 
cule, lay  snares  to  entangle  them,  or  seek  to  render  them  as 
contemptible  as  possible.  By  such  base  and  in-eligious  pro- 
ceedings, many  young  begihners  are  turned  aside ;  their  op- 
posers  neither  entering  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  them- 
selves, nor  suffering  any  to  enter  in  whom  they  can  hinder. 
Had  such,  however,  thought  for  themselves,  and  been  resolv- 
ed to  choose  God*8  holy  ways,  all  attempts  to  stop  them  bad 
proved  fruitless;  the  want  of  these  kept  them  in  bondage; 
and  the  fear  of  man  prevailed  over  the  fiivour  of  God,  and 
the  concerns  of  eternity.  If  we  meditate  upon  the  Bible  wa 
•hall  find  that  the  servants  of  God  have  been  ill-treated  by 
the  world  in  all  ages.  « If  ye  were  of  the  world,  the  world 
Would  loie  its  own;  but,  because  ye  are  not  of  the  worlds 
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tlierefore  tbe  world  hateth  yoa.  And  thm  erery  thing 
points  out  the  necessity  of  our  being  fiiUj  resolved  to. 
quit  this  world  in  its  spirit  and  evil  ways,  or  we  cannot  live 
in  the  power  or  taste  the  sweetness  of  real  piety.  Wa 
should  be  as  willing  to  share  the  reproach  of  God's  people 
on  earth  as  to  share  their  honour  in  heaven.  If  we  would 
then  be  disciples  of  Christ,  letushear  his  words.  ^^  If  any  man 
will  come  after  me,  and  hate  not  his  father  and  mother,  and  wife, 
and  children,  and  brethren,  and  sisters,  yea,  and  his  own 
life  also,  he  cannot  be  my  disciple.  And  whosoever  doth 
not  bear  his  cross,  and  come  after  me,  cannot  be  my  disciple.'* 
If  these  words  be  reflected  on  with  due  seriousness,  wo 
•hall  see  the  necessity  of  turning  a  deaf  ear  both  to  friends 
and  foes,  who  would  dissuade  us  from  a  holy  life,  and  of 
firmly  resolving  to  break  through  all  obstacles,  in  obedience 
to  God. 

3.  7%e  temptations  of  the  devil  require  t2. — ^Tbe  scriptures, 
•peaking  of  these  infernal  spirit^,  give  ns  to  understand 
that  they  ^^left  their  first  estate,"  that  glorious  estate  in 
which  they  were  placed  by  the  Creator  at  their  creation ; 
and  ^^  their  own  habitation,"  their  proper  home,  his  rich 
gift  to  them,  abounding  with  celestial  delights  and  what- 
ever  was  suited  to  their  angelic  natures,  Jude  vi;  these 
they  left  through  pride  and  disconientf  1  Tim.  iii.  6,  Isai.  xiv. 
13, 14 ;  for  which  they  are  <<  reserved  in  everlasting  chains, 
under  darkness,  unto  the  judgment  of  the  great  day,"  when 
their  sentence  will  he  given,  and  their  final  doom  upalter* 
ably  fixed.  In  the  mean  time,  they  are  not  so  restrained, 
but  that  they  can  wander  about ;  and,  in  the  wisdom  of  God, 
9te  permitted  to  mix  among  mankind  to  exercise  them  by 
temptation;  yet  not  to  constrain  any  to  sin,  except  they 
willingly  yield  themselves  to  work  iniquity  with  greediness, 
2  Tim.  ii.  25,  26.  By  their  disobedience  and  opposition  to 
God,  all  good  is  departed  from  them,  and  they  are  properly 
Belial,  worthless  characters,  fully  and  constantly  abandon^ 
ed  to  wickedness,  2  Cor.  vi.  14,  15.  xThey  are  formed,  for 
the  better  effecting  of  their  diabolical  purposes^  into  a  kind 


if  kingdom ;  at  the%catl  of  ^idi  is  Betelcebtbk,  i^boisMh 
tA  the  pritode  of  the  tltevHs,  as  before  observed,  Matt.  xii.  91, 
&t. ;  and  #fio  cbntriviis  some  fi<^w  to  preserve  bis  potrer 
over  them,  and  proves  a  sort  of  botid  of  union  amoag  thtem^ 
Inthout  which  it  appears  their  kingdom  could  not  stand. 
They  bate  all  a  deeply-rooted  enmity  towards  Grod,  and 
ikgatnst  all  the  human  race,  as  the  objects  of  his  love  and 
compassion,  continually  in  their  various  orders  aiming  to 
Ai^onour  him,  and  to  distroy  Ibe  souls  of  m«n,  Epb.  v1.  1S| 
13;  they  bare  sinned  from  the  beginning,  and  in  the  righte* 
ons  judgment  of  Ood,  all  that  commit  sin,  that  live  in  a 
state  of  carnality  and  enmity  against  him,  are  of  ^ and  in  the 
wicked  one,  i  John  iii.  8,  v.  19 ;  who  is  catted  Ibe  god  of 
this  world,  2  Cor.  iv.  4 ;  that  works,  that  is  wiwks  vrith 
energy  in  the  children  of  -  disobedience,  Epb.  ii.9;  being 
considered  not  as  omnipresent,  but  as  dping  that  by  tlios^ 
spirits  that  submit  themselves  to  bis  authority,  as  though 
be  did  it  personally  himself.  They  are  represented  «s  being 
fiill  of  evil  devices  and  snares,  to  entangle  and  detain  us 
in  the  slavery  of  sin,  Eph.  vi.  11,  «  Cor.  ii*  !1,  t  Tiro.  ii.  S65 
discovering  their  subtlety  and  inalice,  as  angels  of  light, 
Or  roaring  lions,  as  ticcasion  serves;  and  having  been  but 
too  succ^^ssful  in  the  -subjugation  and  destruction  of  man* 
kind,  they  still  practise  their  hellish  arts,  industrioDsIy 
aiming  to  blind  fhe  minds  of  the  iinbelievTng  world,  lest 
%he  Kght  of  the  glorious  gospel  of  Christ,  who  is  the  image 
•tyf  €rod,  should  shine  imto  them,  8  Cor.  iv.  4 ;  tSiey  are,  ia 
«hort,  the  chief  instigators  of  all  kinds  of  evil,  destroying 
/where  they  can,  and  distressing  where  they  cannot  destroy, 
Job  i.  ii. 

These  temptations  are  suited  to  persons  and  circumstan- 
ces; and  whether  baited  with  pleasure  or  vanity,  to  engage 
our  hopes  or  desires ;  or  shot  as  fiery  arrows,  to  affright  the 
Boul,  and  alarm  its  fears ;  whether  the  attempt  be  made  on 
the  imagination,  or  any  of  tb^  mental  ikculties,  or  on  one 
or  more  of  the  senses';  two  ends  destructive  to  the  soul,  and 
-tfishouourable  to<jod,  are  generally,  if  not  always,  kept  in 


tie#  fet^l^^^t  taMii^jr)  f€e9^mf6am  mU  AHfut.  Tlttjr^  or 
te  #e  ttiostireqUenUj  expreM  omrMlTes  itk  the  Biq^ar  Bufii« 
ber,  he^  fii^  AefH,  is  «i/)^  ob  the  watdi  to  lead  xm  hy  bis  sog^ 
geslioiiBy  lieS)  aUd  mierep^esentatioMy  i&te  eviL  Heteoatpt* 
ed  E^  to  ^abeHeve  ber  Afaber'i  ArBt^tmaogy  to  violate  bis 
Artfie  eommand,  and  to  reject  his  rightedUB  government^ 
G^.  iii.  1,  fte.;  Saiil  to  marder  David,  1  SaiK  six.  9;D$f^ 
vid  to  pride  and  vaia  glotj)  1  Chroo.  xxL  1 ;  he  atrove  to 
proVoke  Job  to  bkspheiay^  but  did  »ot  i^ueoaed,  Job  i.  and 
ii;  Josbaa  the  high  priest  to  disawrageoiaat  id  his  pioui 
laboars,  Zecb.  iii.  1 ;  but  met  with  rebuke :  and  had  the  an* 
daeitj  to  practise  bis  arts  6n  the  48oti  of  God  hiiBBelfy  hy  a 
bold  assutnptioH  of  authority,  comwaading  and  proimaingi 
an  though  he  had  been  his  ftupeiior,  and  even  requiriag  him 
to  prostrate  Mmsetf  before  bim,  and  pay  bun  Divine  bonoii^ 
Matt.  iv.  1,  &e.  •  for  wbieb  be  wl»  to  receivo  the  gewgava  of 
tbis  vain  and  foolish  world.  He  taiapted  Judas  to  eovet* 
omness  and  perfidy,  and  then  to  suicide;  and  Annanias  to 
fying,  and  awfdly  prevailed,  Jobi  xiii.  S— *fl7,  Acts  v»  3. 

He.  oUilerates  the  impressions  of  truth  torn  the  ndads  of 
Careless  and  formal  hearers,  Mmrk  iv.  15;  mud  continnen  to 
bring  wicked  and  inreligioua  persons  into  the  dinrcb,  to  die^ 
grace  the  cause  of  religion,  Mbtt.  xiii.  99.  Heaomelnto 
aneee^edsfnfrustratingtbedtotgnsof  God'sministon,  1  Tbesi* 
ii.  1«;  and  in  the  depths  of  bis  deceit,  Rev«  ii.  S4 ;  kadabnd ' 
meft  to  propagate  abominsMe  doctrines,  in  opposition  to  thf 
truth,  ITim.  Iv.  1 ;  a«d  even  to  worship,  add  to  ^M  com- 
tnnnioii  with  Mm,  P^l.  «vi.  S7,  1  Cob*,  z.  9D,  Rev.  ix«  flO;; 
and  keeps  the  world  in  bimsdif  and  undnr  bis  atithorily^ 
1  John  V.  19,  Acts  xxvi.  18;  prevnilB  on  many  to  east  oif 
iheir  fif#t  fiiitb,  and  fellow  him,  to  tbetr  utter  deetruction^ 
1  Tim.  v.  1«,  1«. 

From  bence  it  appears,  that  those  vmlevnient  spirits  have 
ikcoess  to  the  bnmaM  mind,  nnd  are  permittod  in  vaaions  _w^ 
to  exercise  and  try  boA  bad  aind  good ;  and  tbait  it  is  of 
)preat  importance  ,tp  understand  tbeiv  qvtmre,  timt  we  attf 
be  able  to  detect  all  their  Btratagemii  nnd  avoid  tfieeiiaraf 
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wo  artfiiOj  laid  to  entBBgU  us.    I  intend  to  am&Bt  my- 
self at  present  to  those  temptations  made  use  of  towards 
those  who  are  more  or  less  awakened  to  a  sense  of  their 
state,  as  creatures  accountable  to  God  for  their  actions^ 
They  are  too  numerous  to  mention  all,  only  it  may  be  ob- 
serred,  that  as  they  are  all  intended  to  prevent  the  union 
of  our  souls  with  God,  whatever  directly  or  indirectly  tends 
to  hindM*  that  union,  whether  it  arises  immediately  finom  Sa* 
tanic  suggestions,  or  mediately  from  any  of  his  instruments, 
by  a  common  rule  of  scripture  is  to  be  considered  as  spring- 
ing from  temptation:  ^^  Cease,  my  son,  to  hear  the  instruct 
lion  that  causeth  to  err  from  the  words  of  knowledge."    If 
men  acquainted  themselves  with  Grod's  word,  and  under- 
stood his  will,  they  would  not  be  so  easily  ensnared  as  they 
are  by  the  adversary  of  their  souls.  This  they  neglect  to  do ; 
or  if  they  do  it,  they  take  no  heed  to  follow  its  precepts;  and 
so  continue  children  of  night,  and  subjects  of  this  haughty 
tyrant.    While  they  continue  insensible  to  their  situation^ 
and  undist&rbed  about  futurity,  he  governs  them  without 
iBudi  trouble:  it  is  when  they  b^n  to  fear  that  aU  is  not 
well  with  tliem,  and  that  something  is  wanting  to  prepare 
thera  for  etemi^,  that  he  begins  to  take  the  alarm,  .and  uses 
sdl  his  arts  to  prevent  them  from  beheading  the  glory  of  Grod 
in  the  fece  of  Jesus  Christ;  being  assured  if  they  once  gain 
a  true  knowledge  of  his  mercy  and  love,  his  empire,  as  it  re^ 
speots  them,  will  soon  be  at  an  end*    To  prevent  Uiis  he 
-   Represents  true  religion  aa  a  contemptible  thing,  aa  some* 
thing  of  wliieh'  we  ought  to.be  ashamed;  that  its  preoqptsr 
are  bard  ^  that  its  ways  and  services  are  burdensome  and  ex- 
pensive; that  its  professors,  as  before  observed  in  nither  difr 
forent  wordff,  all  liypoeritical,.tbe  meaiie8t»  basest,  aad  vilest 
of  men;  that  its  experience  is  enthusiasm,  and  its  fopvQurs  ia>* 
naticism;  that  men  have  sonlethit^  rise  to4o  than  be  always 
en  their  knees;  that .  the  world  would  be  better  without  it; 
and  tliat  it  is  notworthy-of  oiir  notice,  as  depriving  us  of  all 
pleasure,  rendering,  us  unffit  for  6ocie^,  and  conforring  nf 
good  upon  us  whatey^«  ..      * 
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'  Many  swallow  ibis  temptufion  with  avidity,  and  hj  thii 
means  continue  stout-hearted  and  fiir  firom  God;  for  who  can 
love  and  embrace  what  he  is  taught  to  despise,  or  seek  after 
that  which  is  supposed  to  confer  no  gpood,  or  associate  with 
those  whose  friendship  would  be  a  disgrace?  It  does  not, 
however,  succeed  with  all :  the  scriptures  describe  it  after 
another  manner,  the  experience  and'  declarations  of  piouk 
and  eminent  persons  are  entirely  for  it;  and  the  mind  itself, 
on  reflection,  discovers  that  it  needs  the  help  it  offers,  and 
sighs,  being  burdened,  for  the  happiness  it  promises.  He 
endeavours  to  shew 

I'hat  sin  is  not  evil  in  itself,  or  it  is  a  necessary  evil ;  that 
there  is  a  time  for  all  things ;  that  pleasure  and  amusements 
are  alfog^ther  innocent ;  that  we  are  good  enough ;  that  the 
world  abounds  with  a  rich  variety  of  objects  most  worthy  of 
^ur  pursuits,  and  that  it  would  be  extremely  foolish  not  to 
'e60ie  in  for  our  share ;  that  we  are  formed  for  such  pursuits ; 
itluiit  sin  is  highly  pleasant  and  gratifying  in  itself;  that  many 
'W^o  once  professed  religion  have  renounced  it  for  the  plea- 
aures  of  sin ;  that  the  greater  part  of  mankind  have  the  love  of 
sin  in  them,  and  that  whatis  so  common  cannot  be  wrong ;  that 
ungodly  men  prosper  as  much  or  more  than  those  who  are  so 
Tery  strict ;  that  it  is  better  to  be  a  downright  profligate  than 
a  canting  hjrpocrite ;  that  many  sins,  so  called,  tend  to  the 
good  of  society,  and  are  even  yirtuous  and  commendable ; 
that  the  loss  of  Hfe  is  to  be  preferred,  to  the  loss  of  honour ; 
that  banquetting  and  extravagant  mirth  are  the  soul  of 
friendship.  Sec. 

This  is  striving  to  shew  the  brightest  side  of  a  bad  cause : 
but  to  shew  its  fiQlaqr  we  need  only  notice  the  remorse,  mi- 
aery,  disease,  shame,  poverty,  and  condemnation,  which  at- 
tend upon  and  fidlow  sinfbl  actions,  with  the  disappointment, 
▼exatfOn,  and  emptiness,  which  attend  its  lying  promises, 
and  the  damnation  of  hell,  which  will  be  the  final  state  of 
ihe  impenitent.  Unlawful' ^in,  pleasure,  vanity,  and^-^ 
Adtt !  Sin  followed,  the  World  gained,  honour  preserved, 
mid  tha  aoiil  lost  i    Han  pleased,  pride  promoted;  passion 
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ierved,  God  foffottoOy  mercy  dfifipind,  «ad  th«  snmer 
damned !  Ob  the  foUy  and  madnew  of  bearkeimig  to  Sataa'a 
voice,  and  pushing  a  tra^,  finrmiog  Goonexions,  aaskd  opew- 
ng*  correspondences  in  sin  and  rebellion,  which  will  assure 
edljr  end  in  ruin  and  despair ! 

When  the  soul  is  restless  without  religiony  then  be  ieippts 
men  to  belioTe  that  a  form  is  suflb^ient,.  or  that  any  opinieii 
is  right  which  contradicts  the  troth,  or  is  nU  the  trnth ;  that 
ftbej  ought  not  to  change  the  religion  in  whieh  thcgr  have 
been  educated ;  that  if  tfaej  say  their  pray^^s,  do  np  harm, 
read  good  books,  and  do  good,  God  requires  ne  mo|se ;  ihi^ 
Jeans  Christ  has  died  for  sinners,  and  that  thwefiire  we  have 
liotbiflg  to  fear ;  that  if  our  spirits  are  law,  we  muflt  get.^ 
little  more  into  company,  nvoid  that  preaehiiig  and  these 
books  whieh  talk  about  conversion  and  make  pesfle  mebm^ 
/chely ;  that  we  should  now  and  then  aiiig  a  cheevfiil  eei^ 
make  a  party  at  cards,  and  above  all  thingi  not  to  Us  nhm 
nor  reflect  loo  much,  as  that  migftt  endanger  our  he^tth  and 
depress  eiir  sjpirita.  When  these  things  fail,  he  pi^sseypts  the 
dJflbcuUies  thait  will  arise  firom  #ur  heii^  righteeqa  Ofer^ 
much,  the  saorifiees  that  must  noeessari]^  be  mde,  Ibe 
0&ace  we  msy  give  to  others  should  we  pteteod  te  be  msve 
/religious  than  they ;  that  we  sbftU  disturb  tb#  peace  ef  onr 
fyimiiim,  and  iirfeit  the  esteem  of  opir  friends ;  thnt  it  viE 
be  time  enough  to  make  pr^pai^tjon  fi>r  d^ath  wbea  litkMiv 
com^s  apd  death  approaches  { ilmt,  we  miwt  take  case  not  t» 
m^icbristianize  otbws  by  oiu*  ilincies^  wh#  aee  quite  eontHit^ 
ed  with  their  religion,  though  they  possess  i^  more  ef  it 
than  i^arsebres ;  that  at  leant  we  had  btftter  put  it  off  ftr  a 
feason,  till  we  «axe  a  little  plder^  mpaa  settled  in  li^  aad 
when  wc  can  do  it  with  less  notice  f^nd  purad^  and  have  it 
all  our  own  way,  and  then  we  may  bp  9^  good  a»  wa  denre^ 
that  we  shall  tbw  find  it  eaay  t<^  rsfen^  Mwre,  and  deny 
pUKselves,  &c. 

Uowever  plausible  tfapset^piteftimit  ^>petr»  Haor  eanw^ 
without  we  o&r  great  i4<4ewt  <»  tlM»8pii«t  of  aod,lnll 
the^o^l  i^Mio  iUfwm  lithirfl}r  ^  d»  drtml  of  ikait  aad 
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Iiell ;  ^f  solemiiities  of  a.fiitiire  jud^ent ;  reflections  on 
an  endleflB  state  of'pa&i  and  horror ;  Uie  agonieisdf  the  "Soil 
of  God,  and  the  whole  tenor  of  the  gospel ;  with'  a  sight 
and  consciousness  of  our  transgressions,  Wising  *'froni  bur 
convictions,  sets  them  j^reqiienUy  aside  at  a  stroke ;  while 
these  wfwds  berhans  thunder  in  bur  ears,  ^^AIl  havis  sftined 
and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God. — Cursed  is  eveiV'  bhe 
that  contuiueth  not  in  a^  things  written  in  the  hook  of 'flU^ 
law  to  4o  them. — ^If  any  man  love  not'  'the  hoU  Jesus  Christ 
let  him  be  accursed. — ^Ye  must  oe  born  again/*'  y%tke  things 
fill  the  soul  with  great  alarms/'  »*r.i,ii;. 

When  conviction  takes  deep  root,  his  temptations  are  of 
another  kin^ ;  he  begins  to  district  the'  sbul  with  linpro^ 
fitaUe  jreasQiiiiig  conceraing  Qod  and' hiii  hbl^'WoH ;' hto 
Jnsiauates  that  ^re  is  ho  Obd,''or  i|liat'  he  is  tbo'gttet  atift 
^orious  to  regard  us^  tUat  the  scriptures  ar^  mere  humah 
.prodactionflylonned  by  designing  men  iS>rpoliiicEitknd  lAniflf- 
ter  jpurposes,  and  are  |tilT  of  errors  arid 'tejsehbbd;  4^ 
there  is  neither  hell,  nor  devil,  hbr  a  'future  stati ; '  thiit  our 
souls  are  material,  and  die  with  the  Ibody;  thal'if  we  Wer^'fo 
mock  an^  blaspheme  Qbd,  or  desirov  ourselves,  we  hkve  no- 
thing tOjfear;  that  gospel  ^terms  'are  'tod  diS^iilt'fbr  bur 
oomnliaBoe;  that  we  have' sinned  beypn^'ifhe'i^ch' of 
.  mercy,  and  that  now  no  hope  of  salvation  rettiaids  ibr  ud ; 
^that  our  hearts  are  too  hard;  that  'God  will  ^6t  regard 
either  our  cries  or  tears;  that  our  guilt  is  too  pbAderbus  to 
be  remove^ ;  an^  that  we  had  better  sin  ohj  ahd'get  all  that 
the  world  and  sin  can  give  us,  for  thai'  is  all  the  heaven  Vkre 
shall  ever. know;  that  bur  repentance'  is  hot  ot  thb  right 
^kind,  and  |hat  we  are  not  sincere,  or  the  Lord' Wotild  hear 
^UB.  ,  If  jpenkents  pbtain  some  consolation  &6ipi  tt'^'prointiste 
of  Gkid,  or  the  i^vice  anil'  experience  of  b^h^Fs,'  thbn  he 
tempts  them  to  tbi^  they  were  never  awakeneid,  b^  per*^ 
h^ps  J^t  they  are  pardoneil  4nd  saived.    Hi^'idso  iites  a 
yarijsty  9f  means  to  lead  jthem  uifb  sin,  and  then'  accu^ 
Aeos  $>r  it*;^td[ling  them,  that  now  it  is  all  over,  they  he^ 
se^k  BO  more,  for  they  are  too  haA  ioV  shVed;  ijthdtRat 
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Oo4  cannot  consistently  witli  his  justice  Uot  out  t&ei^ 
T&e^  kre  'indeed  the  '^dept&ls  of  Sa'tai*/'  aAd  ilf  hearkeii- 


^ma%n  i^o  uo|^is  wmcu  iiurruuiiu.uz»|  ivware  us^  uiai  none 

pii.t  a  wiM  fuid  slmi^^    ^^"9  9^.^^  |^r>^  ^  ^^^  tl^^  tmi- 

▼ene  in  wlucJi  we  are  placed :  tnat  ii4  pro^lfdes  iToV  iklK 

presenruig  the  creatures  in  their  Tanous  oradi^  and  UefgreeM^ 

f^d,  prejparin^  them  a  sp^plj  for  Uieir  ra^ctive  Wi&i&  froifi 

ac?  to  ili[®.;  nnd  tliat  man  was  hot  foimcd  toV  tihe  iii€$i^'fiTa« 

^tification  of  ^  bis  senses,  or  there  liasiieen  k^^roal^oUs  waste 

.uDon  him  both  of  power  and  intellect :  aiid'lfft  lie  kditiltfe^ 

^tha^  JB^  wi^  intended  for  nobler  purpose  than  the  inKno^ 

cmtiires,  what  coidd  those  purposes  'b^^  If  iiot  tlie  MOW- 

^e^,^  ioVe^  and  j^orification  bf'tiis  Uoljr  tiaitie !  fteV^kfi^  re- 

li^oii  naturally  follows.  l!he  ign^oraiice.  {jiUkchiUff,  mi^cfiJTy 

and  death  of  mankiniL  ^required  a 'l^avidur.    A^AyiotrW 

.np^redl    Read  the  Bible :  its  jprbofi,  *predlctioiiS|  sind 

m^rrations,^  set  him  fortti  as  a^lkiost  suifiible  lifaa  eoteiptts- 

'sionate  ^ayibur.    Let  ',U8  tKi^n  ^are  to  beliei^  ih  Ifidi^'iliid 

Dj^Ter  despain  ,l^he  blessed  Crod  has  deC&red  thtit  ^'hia 

blood  cl^inseth  from  all  Bm;^  ana'ihW  •<  whi^Ver  ^ttieth 

,unto  him  he  will  in  no  wise  cast'oUt.**  'li^t'Wtheh'l'eei^rie 

and  praise  h^mj^  and  Wome  the  witneis^s  bf  hla*thifh|  and 

,we  sl^il  s^  ihe  helUsh  deyides  of  hiW  tatter* 

derer.of  a^iuls  from  t^^  ^  ^ 

He  tempts  some,  in  additioWto  dt^er  n&dtters/ffiat^tt^ 
have  singled  the  sm.  unto  death,  comi^iitfcd  the  i>ffepfaeyj 

^  ,  T^ese  temptations  have^  prored  aW&^e  6f  sirirow  to  lUsAy 

.;irho  have  not  rightly  constd^i^d  tlie  icnjj^ures,  tdielv'th^ 

things  are  mentioned.    The  first  is'  spok^'  of  ^  St.  Jdbln^ 

,lEpis.  y,  16,  "There  U>  sin  unto deatV*'*If 
this  place  we  are  to  undersHahd  eteAial  d^th,  Itindybe  i^ 


km  ^JM  4piilf^>>^  Jfrom  ibB  ^rm  and  power  of  godlf- 

n^«8,  .ir]|)tt<A  ib  pdeef  asin  unto  ,4^t|i;  for  the  wcitdt  of  ilie 

^i^t|(^  to  tbe  liebjrejPrs  i^ysy  .mt|iou^  an^  softenm^  qualifica* 

^np  wW^ycT,  thajt  i^is  impasHbk  for  Uioee  wbo  were  bnoe 

jfSfiliglUpfeiy  Wf4  h^^^  tasfei  of  the  heaventjf  gift;  and  were 

nade  ffwUfhrt  of  the  JHolj/  GhoHj  ahjf  fune  iasiei  the  good 

I90fr4of  fiqdf  find  the  powers  offkewor^tocjMie^itihey  shall 

JfoU  Hivajy  ,to  retiezpttiem  again  to  repentance;  and  the  rea* 

.flops  lie .88,^(118 /or  \t  are^  crucifying  to  themselves^e  S6n 

.qfXjit»d,f^fresh,.an^  pqtting,'^^  him  to  an  open  shaine/'    I'Uia 

.omnot,  however^  .belong  to  such  as  are  Just  waking  out  of 

their  suifiilsleepy  seeing  thej^ve  not  receive^  these  things 

<tp,iaU  awAy  from;  and  iudee^  who  is  or  csn.be  a  competent 

Judge  of  this  aii;M.transaction,ibu^^ 

If  bj  death,  the  apo^e  means  natural  deaths  whidi  is  most 

t  likely  to  be  his .  meaning,  then  by  this  sin  we  are  to  under* 

jBtand.  any  provoking  offence  yifhi^h  the  righteous  Jujdge  may 

^ee  good^to  punifh  with  an  earUar  jieadi.  Iiecause  of  some 

pecuUarly  aggravating  circumstances  ^ttendine  it,  di  which 


there  are  nuuiv  instances  recorded  in  scHbtiire,  an£l  noVtilio 
.bkfph^niy  agajnst^^he  Holy  Gho^t;  aai3' therefore  such 
.QS^Qn^e.amy  be  jmr^onejd,  thpujg^  the  punis^'meht  may  not 
JbKt  nunitted. 

X  Vfh%i  is'  the^^lafgphemy  against  the  H^ly  Ghost  i    T^any 

.  9re  temped,  cqnceinung  jtW^  as  ^hough  ttiey  hadlieen  guil^ 

of  .it  by  opposing  jthe.  lig^  ai^d  grtfCe  of  that  gck>d  apd  ^* 

ti^nt  Spirit,  ;ifhen  he  woid4  have  led  them'  from  sin  and  error 

.into  till  eyangelicfd  truth  ai^d  liplinesiBi    'S^hat  it  is  sinful  to 

,  bate  ai|d  nf^lect  jthi^  light^  and  these  offers  of  mdrcy/is  ii*ot 

.  to  be  doubted,  j^t  this  is  not  whfit  oiir  Lo^  intended,*  stnfce 

,  thousands  uppi^.thousandi^  have  done  this  by  their ^bwii' ebk- 

.fession,  ai^d  yp^have  o|)tained  salvatioii  by  believing  in  the 

I  IiOrd,^esu8..^Nor  is  eveiy  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost  un* 

.  p^rdoq^e,:  for  in^  &ct  eyerjr  sin  tW  is  committed  is,  as  he 

i^G^d,  pnejqth  tbeJF^ther  abd.thi^  iSon,  committed  against 

him;  and.if  oyery  sin^thus  committed  were  unpardonable,  no 

wtoh  could,  be  saved  t  but  tliis  is  contrary  both  to  scripture 


»  %      •  «  « 
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and  ezp^nence^  an^  therefore  no  one  be^inmnj;  to  ueA  ttmt 
God  .ought  to  entertain  doubts  and  fioars  on  that  Wead.  Ob- 
serve it  is  pot  expressly  called  the  sin  against  tke  Holjr 
Ghoat,  thojigh  it  is  a  sin,  and  a  great  ome;  but  the  l4ai]^iemjf 
against  him.  Trjfling  as  this  distinction  maj  saen  in  itseH^ 
had  it  been  preserved  much  unprofitable  reaaonk^;  would 
have  been  avoided ;  for  though,  as  haA  be^n  reauuttod,  all 
blasphemj  is  sin ;  jet  as  ^this  particular  crime  exceeds  that 
of  all  single  acts  of  wickedness  whatever,  it  should  have  ils 
proper  stigma,  that  such,  as  are  but  little  acquainted  with 
8atan*s  devices  maj  be  upon  their  gnid,  and  saved  Srom 
those  sorrows  into  which  such  km  opinion  ndght  plunge  them. 
This  being  considered^  read  what  St.  If  ark  sajs  on  this  sub- 
ject, chap.  iii.  22 :  ^^  And  the  Scribes  said^  As  kM  Aeebdm^j 
and  fty  ihe  prince  of  the  devUs  ea$ieth  he  mA  «Imb.*'— Our 
Lord  having  shewn  the  inconsi8teB<7  of  such  a  dechuration, 
adds,  ^'  Verilj.I  say  vnto  you,  all  sina  shall  be  ibrgivea  to 
the  sons  of  men,  and  blasphemies  wherewith  soever  they 
ahall  blaspheme;  but  he  that  shall  blaspheme  against  the 
Holy  Ghost  hath  never  forgiveness,  but  is  in  danger  of  eter- 
nal 4fimnation;** andthen  it  is  added,  ^^ Because thigr (the 
Scribes)  said,  n%  hath  aw  iTHOLBAir  spinir/*  These  worda 
must  be  considered  as  fixing  the  true  sense  of  the  passage; 
and  if  so,  this  Uasphemy  may  be  considered  as  w^  emAms 
end  nudiciaui  indigriUy  <^cred  to  the  Lord  Jtmsj  fry  penam$ 
wUh  memu  of  better  information  in  their  power^  to  lessen  him  im 
the  esteem  of  others ^  by  declaring  thai  he  held  commuman  with 
the  devil,  and  wrought  his  miracles  not  by  Dioimepower^  but 
by  diaholical  agency.  This  most  odious  crune  oar  Lord 
considered  as  committed  against  the  Holy  Ghost :  but  sure- 
ly that  man  who  seeks  to  be  saved  through  the  Lord  Jesqs, 
has  not  been  guilty  of  this  abominable  blasphemy,  nor  ever 
can  while  he  regards  him  as  the  only  Saviour  ef  mankind. 
Let  none,  therefore,  perplex  and  distress  themselves  cod- 
ceming  this  matter,  nor  regard  any  of  the  tensplatiMa  of 
this  accursed  spirit,  let  them  be  of  whatever  kind  they  may  ; 
but  boldly  resist  them,  after  the  example  of  bur  grsat  lias* 
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ter,  bj  api>ediiig  to  Divine  trntli;  and  then,  whether  they 
are  of  a  trf fling,  gldcnny,  tiiftMSi^ving,  unholy,  desperate^ 
dtMomragisf,  'Ua^enibua^  proud,  reyeDgefdl  kind,  from 
-ivhatever  quarfef,  ok*  on  WhaiteT^  opcasion  theyariae,  we 
inust  oppctoe  them^  committing  ourseWes  and  oor  eause  to 
*(3od,  and  he  wfll^never  suffer  us  to  be  confounded. 

Who,  then,  that  rightly  considers  these  things^  but  what 
must  see  /that  thdre  is  ho  iray  to  escape  these  snares  without 
a  fyil  and  deliberate  choice  tff  €rod  and  his  blessed  service  ? 
To  pkrley,  reason,  and  debate  with  Satan,  is  to  ensnare  our- 
selves. All,  therefore,  who  piivpoee  to  lead  a  new  life,  and 
live  to  God,  muit  fly,  without  looking  behind  them,  to  lay 
hold  of  the  hope  set  befofe  them,  and  with  all  their  soub 
yield  themselves  up  to  the  influence  of  the  Holy  3pirit,  as 
their  ohiefgdod ;  and  nothing  can  prevent  them  fiK>m  the  en- 
joyment bf  the  Divine  favour.  This  is  mere  especially  ne- 
cessary in  those  who-have  been  religipuslyeducated,  who, 
BQt  having  the  prqudites  to  conqMr  which  others  have,  nor 
Ibding  that  sense  or  shame' whidi  is  so  great  ahindranee 
to  many,  have!  the  greater  need  to  burst  through  creeds, 
Ibrms,'  akd  eeremooies,  that  they  may  be  brought  to  a  dear 
nianifestetion  6f  the  love  of  Crod  lo  them  in  Christ  Jqsus. 


CflAP/IIL 

'nsPEirtAvcB  Aih>  JtrsTiFicATioir. 

JRq^aiimWB  and  Hi  fhiU^^^udyhaium  and  Us  Prmkges. 

TftOSB  who  have  come  to  a  resolution  to  take  God  for  their 
portion,  and  to  enter  into  his  <^venant,  must  comply  with 
the  terms  of  that  covenant,  which  are  repentance  towards 
God,<and  fidth  in  our  Lord  Jems  Christ;  without  which 
they  cannot  be  admitted  into  the  fimnly  ofheaven. 
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ttmtnTAm^  MfP  ff*  WTO- 

I  ffff  M.ti  first  flpeA  •of  rapent^niSB;  iijr  nvfpldi  I  nieap  gmiiuie 
'BOivow  for  oar  «iiis  agmmst  ^rod^  hj  wUcJi  4r«  |iaT«  diibo- 
ncrnped  hkn;  «ceoiiipeiifed  hf  a  dncere  400npe  to  be  reconcil- 
ed  to  him  in  <he  imj  %e  lias-timiauited.    'There  oay  be  tor- 
«r(nr  Wbiohlias  the  appearance  of  gfnHj  aenvw,  whidi^  in* 
Hrtead  t>f  promotiiigo«r  return  to  Grod,  inds  oidjr  to  eadiMS, 
mdandiolj,  and  deal9i ;  00  Judag  and  iBoter  are  eaid  to  have 
repented,  'but  the  ^repentance  otiihe  one  ^p^aa  oidy  the  harm 
oTanuGcu^ing  comcienee,  which  ended  in ileipajr;  ^thatof  the 
other,  'bitter -an^ish  -of  spirit  (for  having  sinned  against^  nnd 
grieved  hi8iLbrd,<biittended4oiife«nd  ralvalion.    In  cbnse- 
qnence  of  the  nlietahes  whioh-are  made  ooneenung  these  two 
"kinds  of  sorrow,  -many  foolishlj  charge  insanitgr'npon  i^nit- 
^ual  religion, 'though,  sti^ictly  epeoking,  neither  the  one  nor 
^.ihe  other -is  riligion,  the  true  (being  onfy  a  prepanitioii  lar 
■it, arid  not^eligionittelf ;  and  on  this.^oequnt  entfertraiy  or 
'pretend  to  entertun,  Ibtfs  mid  appfohensioos.of  being  over- 
innch  r^i^ous,  lest  ttey  ihouidbe  fcnnd  in  wor^e  circmn* 
-stances ^tiian  if  thejr  were  <e^en  over^mndi  .wicked.    Af^n 
may  'deotive'theniselve^ky-enteitaimng  such  ithonghtSy  and 
form  to  themselves  something  which  they  may  call  repen- 
tance, as  true;  and  reject  fhiit  which  is  tniey-aa'IUse^:and 
even  oppose  and  persecu^  ^<^^a^old  it;  that  ii^ich,  how- 
ever, will  not  bear  the  toiich-stone  of  scriptural  truth,  is  a 
repentance,  to  :be.  r^p^Rlfd  <^;,^Bd.4e0jta'4ictiye  to  the  sonl. 
True  repentance  is  the  gift  of  Christ,  who  is  exalted  a  PrimSe 
and  a'Saviour  to  give  it  to  mankind :  ^lat-  S9,  it  anjies  firom 
his  sin-convincing  Spirit^,  who  turns  the  stony  heurt  to  flesh, 
and  enables  it  to  mourn  at  the  view  of  the  crnctfied-  Redeem- 
er, and  for  his  sake  to  renounce  its  evils  and  live  to  Grod. 

This  state  of  mind  is  required  in  all,  as  the  only  way^to 
partbke  of  the  blessings  of  the  christiandispensatioii.  '^Ao- 
pcnt,  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven!  is  at  hand.-^Repent  and  be 
converted,  that  your jsiiis  may  be  blotted  out.— <^fe  command* 
eth  all  tnen  every  where  io  repent.'^    And  it  is  ftrther  dfe* 
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tlirei^'tbtt  lite  ^;bd&««8  bf  bKM  IbiiAiftUk  til  to  ^Mmtaiuie, 

not  beiii^  WdKn^  l^i  aitiy^ArMiNI  ^fetfch^  #ftifeK'd^iHy  dh. 

'coVert  liot^  lo&)pOTttlM'<AiMH»iftb  tfttoitlite  ffiviflfb  tsoateaftd- 
in-ent  '  -        •.;•.•■•        ..  •  ,  j 

Sdcb  tii  8i^  'WiiA  to  "iNiiMMt,  Kil^d  4o  ti^t,  wift  W  onfy 
f)e  a^biiifdei  Vf "^ikid lidi^  SReiii^lbf  tfeeirm^^ee,  M«tt. 
'^i.  99;  bht  lintAtJtnot>«t^^^^  cAtetinacy,  Lake  xm.  5; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  tbnBM  IW  jtly  in  f^  pt«9en6e  <ef  the 
itUigeJs  of  GM  bvei-aUe  ifljtatelrihift'itepeiiteth,  tjAa  rr.  7 ; 
irbich  gl^eWs'lkidi'thb  vdUe  6f  dtir  IttnnflRtil  Mnk,  md  the 
«hwlute'iie«i^<)r  flf  fbtis  fcOri^toOod.    9btf^MhMmw- 

'  JZ^^<JicKofi:^1lil'ffii^4l)l!l«b'^«e')hth^<t^ 
'i>ro<FH^ib  'ibfe^^Ts'of  IHh.    11  ife  4>f  eM 


''m%  'Wei|[lUng  iUb  cbhfeqof^ifi* '6f  iAi';  ^e  taiMeMky  «f 

Ikoliiiesis ;  We  ai>|^r(i^h'tb&ai[nifitfa  tff^  a^ku- 

'1^^  of  ir^ii^6n'in<lii«1fi>tii-l^-a&tith,  aua'tM'Orijr  Of  jadg- 

hient ;.  ilte'glbH6ttp UtaJesty'bf'dbB^;  ourenthedependenoo 

upbiL'bun,  intf  blilt^iibn'to  hiliri  ;"flie;^d^nd  ettiptiiieas  Of 

all  wb^idly-gOdd,  tfHrotir  pe^ip^MeifeAi'aUd  folty  ib^mmdet • 

fng  fi«m  liim,'lKil!%«Vi!i/47.    The  dtie'eonflideratioB  of 

"fhese  aubjteb'hfttkses'fhO'Mdl^iRrttttiits^ethaii^;  ^mdttenit 

M  that  we  begin  to  come  to  ounelves,  properly  to  oW'Tight 

"minaa/Ldke«ikV/i7ri!£h^lhe^BttMW^i^bttebodn«aMr,be. 

'^n  to  lift'Vip  bar  eji'es 'fiHv^&fds  bti«»«n,:D«ta.  iv.  3;  irith 

^soUie  degree  of  confiMentfe'tbvi^i^  6od. 

'Prayer.-^fia  aooln  as  the '  soill  '■  begitas  fliDcensfy«  ^  depire 

God  andbis  grade  it  tety'tBen  tte^M«Mte«d  as  begimiiag 

'ioprJiy;  and  priffer'bfti^^'the  M!Me;«f  o«r  gracinn 

'Uediaidr  is 'tfways' prevalent  witb'€Md.  'PVajcr  puis  an 

eiid  to  ^e  VaftdeHiigs  ^  the  defl{f«»'«Rer  ^vi&ty  wditTao.' 

profitatile  Objects,  and'lei^ds  lis' to' the  porsoit  ^f  iMat  .is 

truly  excellienf  and  suitable  fbr  tMr'lMdlottal  aatoses.  ilt 

'dii«cts  oiir  my  to'irm>Mt'is''ld>)e  to-Mv»>and^ksli«erL«s, 

and  disiidses'the  liibd  eordially'to  reeet««<hin,  and  his 

.great  salvation.  'It  aMns  the  soil  against  thevarimu-arts 

of  its  spintiteil  iidVfersaries ;  ca^ttea  it'  to  t«raf«'dMf  Mr  4o 


"1 
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to  diim  tl|^  niwes^  ap^  to  overcomo  tkeir  nialipipiui  devir 
ce0*  It  19  a  p^iw^nrftt}  means,  of  cenflolip^  luf,  in  th^  spr^ 
trarail  of  our  souk,,  and  of  directing  our  hearts  into  th^ 
^ve  of  Gpd-  %  it  fro  a^  m49  to  iipfleFstwd  fW  ii 
meant  bj  bis  drawing  us  by  the  cords.of  )by^,  tii^e  xy  •  18^ 
JAwd.  li.  1,  2;  and  of  1^  preparing  pnr  nui^^s  to  enjoy  hip 
finrmV)  which  4b  b^t^  than  Ijife. 

.Re/br»talioft<--^^e  noinr  ^iifn  the  oomj^^  pf  ifur  viciop^ 
0t  WoridJIjrHniii^  as^iat^  (P^ov.  iy-.ljjr,  I^OjvjDd  cho^^ 
4iecoBipiuiyQftho^}frj^fearG<^  Yjb  ayoid  ^^itjb Jletes; 
tation  the  pemicions  ways  of  sinnen,  knowing  tl^ai  th^y 
4end'lo.dcifitamction»  We  roaovoofM  th^<  |^rad$^^  aa  ini« 
«|i€id  to  igtur  pfwe^ 2  dfg.  ip«  l|r.  Vf e  rei^.thjeir  counsel^ 
.asban^Ailto  the.soiiL  aii44i8honouirabl6  to  God.  We  c€«se 
4rom  aU  our  so^qMfvlnesa  pf  Qod  fmd  his  f^ple.  We  diei- 
.qiise  the^pipnieptiiiy  pleasiui^iif  sin,,|^^  ^nowing 

that  its  md  is  ^t^^rpesfs  fjB^Ajfnff^  Rfv.  9nrui.7^9  Iff^^-  xxyu 
83^  91k.  In  shoct,  w^  i^qipaiupice  ^v^  evil! wfiy^  .^d'  a^  ihose 
pumiits. which  turn  .th^  Jieart  frofn  Go^ ;.  adojJt,  iif  ft  ^ag 
not  done  befoise^  dtsof^nof  of  «b€tl^pLTiour ;  and  conduct  our- 
selves with  becqiniiig  pnq^ty^  ;fW  Jiuvit^le^  i^innVrs' W^m 

hivi* 
Qmiiriiikm*''-^e,ispl  unfeign^y.  sqrrQ|ri)4,  op  al^unt  of 

.our  ^infiilp^  imd.ii)gTatitadie,to|vards  Chod  imi  especially 
when  we  call  to  remeiabranc^^  ^that  it  was  Quriiiiquihr/  As 
wdl  aSfthat.of  otbei^  t^^t  pjieiji^  afflicted  his  b^pved 
Son,  when  he  moistenod  the.mrth  with  his  mingleli  swi»t 
and  bipods  apd  wb^  bo  ^^ioed.  in  agonies  on  the  accursed 
.-  trosy  Pan.  ix.  4,  Zedh.  xii.  10.  l¥e .  o^er,  <he  safrifice^^f^  a 
brohen  heart  to  the.  iiprd.  and  lament  tliat  we  are  not  more 
deeply  affected  on  aocoiint  of  ourtr^qfriessipiis^  Ps^.  U.  17; 
and  gnoan  from  .a  conyicticini  that^  if  le^ .  tp  ourselves,  we 
should  fidl  into  the  yei^  sins^agaui) .  which  now  cause  ua  to 
mourn  before  him*  We  bli|^.and.ara  9shamed9  n^hc^'  ^e 
«ieview  our  past  lif  es,;  and  are  rea4y  to  wish  ^m  our  Iiearts 
that  iiah«dii«Teracted,.a9;  base  .and  nAWQr^.>^  ||ar(  as  to 
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offendtnd  grieve  Qur€otii|ia88ioimte«nd  loBg-suffering  Lord. 
We  tremble  at  the  conaequencea  of  oar  folly,  and,  without 
imaginiiig  that  any  thing  like  merit  attaches  itsdf  to  ovLt 
tears  and  sorrow,  all  onr  expectation  of  good  arises  from 
Um  that  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  -world*  The  hearty 
which  has  been  such  a  cage  of  unidean  birds  (Jer.  v.  S7.) 
may  well  sigh :  the  eyes,  which  have  been  such  inlets  to  sim 
and  folly,  may  well  flow  with  the  streams  of  undissembled 
grief,  Luke  Tit.  96,  Psal.  ti.  8. 

*  ResiUation. — ^We  cannot  make  restitution  to  God,  but  we 
may  to  our  neighbour ;  and  if  we  have  wronged  him  w^ 
shall  be  ready  to  do  it  in. some  way- or  other^  whether  it  has 
been  in  his  person  (mp  property,  (ActsixvL  38,  Luke  xix.  8, 
Acts  xtz.  19,)  as  far  as  lies  in  our  power ;  without  which 
our  repentance  is  not  complete,  Matt.  t.  23, 34.  The  ne^ 
gleet  of  attending  to  Ai&  is  probably  one  cause  among  others 
why  many  who  seem  desirous  of  it,  do  not  obtain  a  sattsf 
fiictory  eTidenoe  of  their  acceptance  in  the  Belored*  In  like 
nmnner  it  is  required  of  all  them  who  would  obtain  foi^ve* 
ness  from  God^  that  they  should  forgive  all  those  who  have 
injured  or  offended  theai ;  without  whicb  it  is  vain  to  eXf^ 
pect  mercy  from  the  Lord,  Matt.  XTiii.  85. 

Humilily* — ^We  have  suth  a  discovery  of  oar  wants, 
weaknesses,  and  imperfections,  as  completely  silences  our 
pride  and  boasting,  and  leads  us  submissively  to  God,  to  be 
sared  in  his  own  time  and  manner,  SChron.  xxxiv.  27, 
Matt,  xxiii.  IS*  We  see  so  much  of 'the  purity  4>C  the  Di- 
vine nature,  as  causes  us  to  repent  as  in  dust  and  ashes, 
Job  xlii.  6,  7 ;  we  acknowledge  ourselves  indebted  to  .hi» 
for  all  onr  mercies,  and  give  him  die  glory^  Psal.  cxv.  1 ; 
confess  with  shame  our  utter  insolvency,  Luke  vii»  49.,  We 
feel  that  true  poverty  ef  spirit  which  dtsposes  us  to  receive 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  own  at  Ae  same  time  that  we 
are  utterly  undeserving  of  the  least  of  all  his  mercies^ 
<}en.  xxxii.  10;  and  km  now  willing  to  bear  the  revilings, 
reproaches,  and  persecution  of  the  world,  knowing  that  we 
are  as  vile -in  ourselves^  liaassistsd  by  divine  grace,  as  thev 

3b 
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can  represent  us.  We  condeinn  our  lolly  ibr  saffering 
\aiiitj  to  usurp  the  throne  of  God, .  in  our  hearts,  and  re- 
gard the  object  of  our  pursuits  as  more  insignificant  than 
the  toys  and  rattles  of  in&ncy ;  and  we  groan  to  think  that 
an  immortal  spirit  should  be  guilty  of  actions  so  unworthy 
of  its  nature,  capacities,  and  dirine  original,  and  spend  its 
precious  moments  in  grasping  shadows  with  such  eagerness 
and  passionate  desire. 

Thankfulness. — ^We  are  made  conscious  that  we  hare  been 
followed,  surrounded,  and  crowned  with  mercies  all  our 
days,  and  are  now  constrained  gratefully  to  acknowledge  it. 
We  see  his  abundant  compassion  in  sparing  us  so  long, 
notwithstanding  all  our  sinfiilness,  negligence  and  unwor- 
ihiness.  We  bless  his  holy  name,  devoutly,  for  illuminating 
our  minds,  softening  our  hearts,  impressing  upon  our  souls 
a  deep  sense  of  eternal  things,  and  preparing  us  to  behold 
his  glory  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  are  also  made 
sensible  of  the  great  advantages  we  enjoy,  in  having  our  lot 
cast  in  a  christian  land;  and  for  the 'hope  that  is  iftfTorded  us 
in  the  gospel  that  we  shall  be  brought  to  know  and  expe- 
4riencc  the  loving*kindnes8  of  our  Redeemer,  and  rejoice  in 
his  salvation,  Psal.  Ivi.  18,  IS,  cxviii.  28,  S9. 

Watchfulness. — ^The  bitterness  of  sin,  and  the  danger  to 
which  we  have  been  exposed,  accompanied  by  a  view  of 
our  own  weakness  and  instability,  put  us  on  our  gnard 
against  evil,  and  make  ns  waiy.    We  carefully  examine  the 
ground  we  tread  upon,  and  examine  with  caution  what  is 
presented  to  our  minds^  lest  we  should  increase  the  number 
of  our  offences,  provoke  the  Lord  to  give  us  up  to  the  hard- 
ness of  our  hearts,  and  suffer  us  to  follow  our  own  inven- 
tions,  Mark  xiii.  37,  1  Thess.  v*  6.    And  while  we  guard 
against  the  evil,  we  watch  our  opportunities  for  receiving 
good,  by  reading,  hearing,  and  attending  ordinances,  that 
we  may  increase  in  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  wait  for  the 
rising  of  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  to  heal  and  bless  our 
eouls,  Mai.  iv.  S,  Hab.  ii.  1. 
Afora//(y.~We  now  attend  to  all  the  duties  of  our  station, 
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with  an  eye  to  God,  avoiding  idleness,  dishonesty,  and  self- 
ishness; are  temperate  in  the  use  of  the  creatures,  observing 
the  rules  of  sobriety  and  moderation,  and  conducting  our- 
selves towards  all  in  peace  and  good-will ;  begin  to  adorn  the 
doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour  before  men,  and  discover  our 
determination  to  be  governed  by  the  precepts  of  true  reli- 
gion, ceasing  to  do  evil,  and  learning  to  do  well;  not  because 
we  hope  by  this  to  merit  the  favour  of  God,  but  that  we 
may,  in  obedience  to  him,  lead  a  new  life,  and  prove  the' 
sincerity  of  our  hearts  by  walking  circumspectly  before  all. 
Mercy  is  promised  to  those  only  who  confess  and  forsake 
their  sin,  Prov.  xxviii.  13. 

Hope. — Such  as  are  penitent  are  frequently  exercised 
with  powerful  and  distressing  temptations ;  yet  in  the  midst 
of  all  there  is  a  hope  that  we  shall  some  time  see  the  salva- 
tion of  the  Lord,  and  we  are  led  to  desire  and  paiicntli/  wait 
for  it,  Lara.  iii.  S6;  which  is  generally  attended  with  a  per- 
suasion that  Christ  died  for  us,  and  that  he  does  assuredly 
receive  and  bless  such  as  trust  in  his  meritorious  death  and 
intercession;  and  that  if  they  seek  God  with  their  whole 
heart,  he  will  be  found  of  them,  and  adopt  them  into  his  fa- 
mily,  2  Cor.  vi.  18. 

When  these  fruits  appear,  no  doubt  heed  be  entertained  of 
the  commencement  of  a  gracious  work  upon  the  mind.  The 
principal  thing  to  be  observed  is,  not  to  rest  in  them,  but  to 
fly  without  delay  to  the  Lord,  our  sanctuary  and  righteous- 
ness, that  we  may  be  clearly  justified.  To  reason  about  our 
worthiness  is  blameable;  for,  worthy  or  unworthy,  we  must 
be  regenerated,  or  die  eternally.  Except  a  man  be  bom 
again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God. 

JUSTIFICATION  AND  ITS  PRIVILEGES. 

Justification  and  the  new  birth  are  closely  connected, 
though  differing  in  their  nature;  the  one  being  a  relative 
change,  from  the  circumstances  in  which  it  places  us  in  re- 
spect to  God,  destroying  our  enmity  and  reconciling  us  to 
himself;  the  other  an  inherent  one,  changing  us  from  the 


380  PBOORCSS  09  CONTBR8IOK.  [Poft  9« 

image  of  the  earttily,  to  bear  the  image  of  the  beayenlj 
Adam.  It  is  the  first  of  these  which  at  present  claims  our 
attention.  Justification  is  generallj^  considered  as  a  law 
term,  implyinj;  acquittal,  absolution,  and  defence,  the  latter 
rising  out  of  the  others :  as  when  a  person,  chained  with 
some  criminal  offence,  is  Inrought  to  the  bar,  and  escapes  . 
condemnation  for  want  of  evidence,  is  said  to  be  acquitted 
or  cleared ;  or,  if  found  guilty  by  sufficient  evidence,  and 
the  condemnatory  sentence  passed  upon  him,  may,  through 
the  lenity  of  his  judge,  be  pardoned  or  absolved,  upon  wbidi 
he  is  liberated,  and  as  effectually  cleared  or  justified  as  the 
other,  being  not  only  permitted  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  his 
respective  situation  in  life  as  the  other,  bat  an  equal  protect 
tion  of  the  laws;  being  equally  vindicated  or  defended 
against  all  former  charges. 

The  first  of  these  cases  does  not  illustrate  our  state  before 
God,  the  whole  world  being  guilty  beibre  him,  Rom.  iii.  19; 
of  which. there  is  abundant  proof,  the  broken  law,  the  gene* 
ral  history  of  mankind,  our  own  consciences,  asd  God,  our 
omniscient  judge,  being  witnesses ;  so  that  in  bis  sight  no  . 
HoBh  living  can,  by  any  worthiness  of  their  own,  be  justified. 
The  other  ca<its  considerable  light  upon  it ;  being  gnilty  and 
condemned,  we  are  through  Divine  mercy  absolved  uid  vtn« 
dicated,  by  complying  with  the  gospel,  against  all  adversa- 
rics  and  accu<«ers  whatever,  Rom.  viii.  33. 

The  justification  of  our  persons  before  God  is  founded 
wholly  in  p:n!ce,  and  extends  to  all  our  past  transgressiona. 
Acts  xiii.  39;  being  one  of  the  special  benefits  of  Christ's 
passion  and  death,  ^<  who  was  delivered  for  our  offences — the 
just  for  the  unjusf-^^nd  was  raised  again  for  our  justifies- 
tion,"  1  Pet.  iii.  18,  Rom.  iv.  25.  Or,  as  the  apostle  speaks 
in  another  place:  "All  have  tinned  and  come  short  of  the 
glory  of  God ;  being  justified  freely  by  his  grace,  through 
the  redemption  tliat  is  in  Christ  Jesns :  whom  God  hath  set 
forth  to  be  a  propitiation  through  &ith  in  his  blood,  to  declare 
his  rightecoisness,  for  the  remission  of  sins  that  are  past, 
through  thp  fcrbearwce  of  God/'  To  which  may  be  added. 


<f  Aa  bj  Ae  offence  of  <^e  judgment  came  upon  all  Boen  ua-« 
to  condemnetion,  e? en  eo  bjr  the  righteousness  of  one  thQ 
free  gift  came  upon  all  men  to  justification  of  life;"  which 
iSiews  the  oniversalitj  of  the  benefit  in  removing  the  conse* 
quences  of  Adam's  transgression,  so  that  none  perish  for  hia 
fliji,  and  the  freenesa  of  the  gift  to  all  who  seek  nmrcy  for 
their  own  personal  offences,  Rom.  v..  18. 

It  is  evident  from  these  and  such  like  scriptures,  that 
justification  is  in  fact  the  same  as  forgiveness  of  sin,  through 
which  we  are  accounted  righteous  before  God,  not  in  a  le« 
gal,  but  evangelical  sense,  on  our  believing  in  Christ, 
Phil.  iif.  2 ;  our  (kith  in  him^  being  imputed  to  us  for  righto-, 
ousness :  '^  To  him  that  worketh  not,  but  believeth  on  him 
that  justifieth  the  ungodlj,  his  faith  is  counted  to  him  for 
righteousness,"  Rom.  iv.  5.  This  is  further  strengthened  by 
the  apostle  in  his  quotation  firom  the  thirty-second  psalm  : 
^f  David,  (sQLjs  he)  diiscribeth  the  blessedness  of  the  man  unto 
whom  God  impuleth  righteousness  without  works.  Blessed 
are  they  whose  iniquities  are  forgiven,  and  whose  sins  are 
oorered.  Blessed  is  the  man  to  whom  the  Lord  will  not 
impute  sin."  Wbi^  certainly  he  will  not  do,  where  it  is 
fH'given,  and  where  the  blessedness  or  happiness  arising 
from  such  non-imput9tion  is  felt  and  acknowledged.  And 
whenever  we  walk  in  the  steps  of  Abraham's  faith,  or  impli^ 
citly  believe  in  God  as  he  did,  9^d  our  fiiith  is  counted, 
reckoned^  or  imp$^ed X^ji^onimouB  words)  to  ns  for  righteous* 
ness,  we  shall  neither  be  ashamed  nor  confounded,  Rom. 
ix.  33 ;  for  whiMbever  accusation  may  be  brought  against  us^ 
be  that  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  deUvered  him  up  for  ua 
all,  will. quash  eveiy  inditement  that  may  be  preferred 
againrt  us. .  *'  Who  shall  lay  aiQr  thing  to  the.  charge  of 
God's  elect,"  true  believers  ?  1  Pet.  4.  2.  <^  It  is  God  that 
justifieth;  who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?"  It  is  Christ  that 
died,  Rom.  viii.  3S,  33;  through  whose  blood,  (chap.  v.  9.) 
^  this  act  of  sovereign  meixy  was  passed ;  and  thus  all  that 
attaiu  to  righteousness  are  vindicated  or  defended  against 
•very  accuser,  and  ou^ibeiied  wit|i  the  ^^nmsomed  pf  ^ 
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Lord.''    When  thk  has  taken  plaee  in  tiie  eoiil,  tben  am- 
rersion  to  God  is  effected,  but  not  till  tlien;  and  all  that 
would  not  be  deoeiTed  bj  tbe  unseriptural  ismt  of  tbe  daj> 
must  keep  this  in  view,  and  not  rest  till  tbej  have  received 
the  knowledge  of  salvation  by  the  forgiveness  of  their  sins  ; 
and  thqr  shall  clearly  and  joyfidly  prove  the  woric  of  Ood 
in  their  immortal  souls.    The  privileges  of  a  state  of  justifi- 
cation are, 

Peace  wUh  God. — ^The  unnatural  enmity  of  our  hearts 
against  him,  his  ways,  laws,  government,  and  peo{rfe,  is 
now  come  to  an  end,  and  no  trace  of  it  left.    The  astonish** 
ing  mysteries  of  redeeming  love  have  entirely  eradicated  it 
lirom  the  heart.    The  wonders  of  the  cross  have  destroyed 
it,  Eph.  ii.  15,  16.    We  readily  and  thankfully  embrace  his 
covenant,  and  enter  into  his  wise  and  gracious  designs : 
we  espouse  his  quarrel  against  his  enemies,  arm  in  his  cause, 
defend  with  all  saints  his  standard,  and  fight  his  battles. 
We  become  one  spirit  with  him,  his  cause  becomes  our  cause, 
and  our  cause  becomes  his;  we  are  sincerely  reconciled 
and  enter  into  a  state  of  friendship  with  him,  intended 
to  run  parallel  with  eternity :  and  this  produces  peace  in  our 
own  minds.    We  are  no  longer  at  war  with  our  ^lightened 
reason  and  conscience,  which  reproved  and  condemned  us 
for  our  choice  of  evil,  and  opposition  to  €rod,  and  his  sacred 
truth ;  and  this  balances  all  the  powers,  and  harmonises  all  • 
the  passions  and  dispositions  of  the  soul.    We  also  feel  our- 
selves reconciled  to  that  situation  in  lifb  which  the  provi- 
dence of  God  has  allotted  us,  from  an  assurance  that  what 
he  appoints,  whether  poverty,  affliction,  toil,  or  their  oppo- 
sites,  or  a  mixture  of  aH,  must  be  best  for  us;  being  more 
concerned'  to  render  us  finally  happy,  than  to.  meet  our 
1^  ishes  and  desires  for  the  transitory  enjoyments  of  this  pre-* 
sont  lire.    And  'as  soon  as  these  things  take  plaee  in  us,  we 
immediately  become  tbe  friends   of  mankind,   breathing 
nothing'  central^  to  peace  and  good-will  to  any  creature  un- 
der beavon.    We  forgive  all  oar  enemies,  pray  for  our  per- 
secutori*  and  opponents,  are  disposed  to  liberality  ucoordini^ 
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to  our  abilify^  aad  in  an  espeeiiil  manner  desire  the  ial- 
vation  of  mankind ;  all  which  produces  an  inexpressible  se« 
renity  of  mind,  and  a  calmness  before. unknown.  In  a  word, 
we  fully  prove  that  God  is  our  rest,  and  that  we  have  re- 
turned to  him.  Thus  the  scriptures  speak :  '^  Ye — ^are  made 
taigh  bj  the  blood  of  Christ,  who  i^  our  jpeore. — ^Being  justi- 
fied by  faith  we  have  peace  with'  God, — ^The  peace  of  God, 
which  passeth  all  understanding,  shall  keep  your  hearts 
and  minds  through  Christ  Jesus. — Great  peace  have  they 
that  love  thy  law,"  &c. 

Freedom  from  catukmnation. — ^When  God,  in  great  mercy, 
remits  our  transgressions,  i^nd  removes  guilt  from  our  souls, 
th^n.aU  our  condemnation  ceases  immediately ;  for  there  is 
^^  no  condemnation  to  them  which  are  in  Christ  Jesus."  Our 
sentence  is  entirely  reversed  when  we  truly  believe ;  and 
though  the  violated  law  may  have  followed  us  with  ten 
thousands  of  anathemas,  for  our  ten  thousands  of  offences, 
they  are  all  turned  aside  on  our  justification,  John  iii.  36 ; 
n<Nr  is  evil  to  be  dreaded  from  them  while  we  continue  to 
live  by  faith  in  our  crucified  Lord,  GaL  iii.  14.  Worldly- 
miiided,  persecuting,  and  ignorant  men,  may  condemn  us, 
and  we  may  condmnn  ourselves  for  our  past  misconduct; 
but  neither  God  n^r  any  part  of  his  gospel  will  condemn  us. 
Hence  it  is  that  the  believer  has  nothing  to  dread  on  the 
part  of  heaven;  for  though  there  is  in  the  Divine  mind  an 
inflexible  hatred  to  sin,  yet,  on  our  believing,  his  justice, 
which  we  so  much  dread,  and  the  consequences  of  which  we 
so  greatly  fear,  is  as  much  engaged  in  our  salvation  as  any 
of  the  Divine  attributes,  even  as  mercy  itsdf,  as  St.  John 
observes:  ^^  If  we  confess  our  sins,  he  \%  faithful  and  just  to 
ibrgive  us  our  sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteous- 
ness." All  this  arises  from  the  sufferings  of  our  Lord,  who 
died  for  us ;  and  through  his  meritorious  sacrifice,  the  che- 
rubim and  flaming  sword,  which  turned  every  way,  to  keep 
us  from  the  tree  of  life,  are  removed ;  and  we  now  have 
boldness  to  enter  the  holiest  by  that  blood  which  was  sIm^ 
for  us,  and  to  take  and  eat  fi^y  of  the  rich  repast  prepared 
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for  the  comfort  and  tnuttetianee  of  mir  souls.  When  the  Ben« 
tenee  of  death  and  banishmiHit  firom  God  is  repealed  and  set 
aside,  the  believer  is  made  to  exult  gfraally  in  <he  glorious 
ideli verance ;  nor  need  he  eter  be  brought  under  it  any  more. 
Blessed  state !  ^hich  such  as  live  in  sin,  and  vtbt  after  the 
flesh  know  nothing  of;  bat  which  all  who  seek  after  God 
are  called  to  experience)  1  Cor.  xi.  82,  1  John  yi.  21. 

Adoption  ttiio  GodCsfdmUjf. — This  is  another  precious  prt^ 
vilege  arising  frem'our  justification^  As  manj  as  receiVe 
Christ,  to  them  he  gives  power  to  become  the  sons  of  God, 
^ven  to  them  that  believe  on  his  name,  John  i»  Id ;  and  makes 
us  heirs  of  God,  and  joint*heirs  with  himself,  Rom.  viii.  17 ; 
and,  because  we  are  sons,  he  sends  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  into 
our  hearts,  crying  Abba  Father,  Gal.  iv.  6.  What  tongue 
is  able  to  express  the  greatness  of  this  favour  ?  Or  what  re- 
turn shall  be  made  to  him  who  sajs,  ^^  I  wiM  be  a  Father  to 
you,  and  je  shall  be  my  sons  and  my  daughters  ?"  Well 
might  the  apostle  say,  <^  Behold  what  manner  of  love  the 
Father  hath  bestowed  upon  us,  that  we  should  be  called  the 
sons  of  God!"  Glorious  title— divine  privilege !  Not  only 
redeemed  firom  sin,  and  freed  from  all  condemnation,  but 
admitted  into  the  fiimily  of  God ;  who  presides  over  it,  pro- 
vides  all  needful  good  for  it,  sapportoit  agMast  all  adversa- 
ries, affords  it  all  necessary  instructim,  and  with  more  than 
^rental  care  suj^lies  it  with  all  the  promised  fiids  of  grace 
and  mercy.  >  Though  once  such  fooliofh,  vestlesS)  and  dege? 
nerate  creatures,  he  is  not  now  ashamed  to  call  them  lue^ 
thren,  Heb.  ii.  11 ;  for  he  sees  in  4hem  Ae  travail  of  his  sohI) 
and  is  satisfied,  Isai.  liii.  11.  He  great)y  refoices  over  them 
to  do  them  good,  being  the  author  of  eternal  salvation  to  aH 
that  obey  him  and  walk  in  his  steps.  There  is  an  inexpres- 
stble  sweetness  in  being  able  to  caU  God  our  Father,  and 
Jesus  Lord,  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  Father-*God  is  my  &Aer! 

Vile  and  unworthy  as  I  am,  he  is  my  father,  and  I  am  his 
«hild — ^his  long-lost  child,  retomed  to  his  paternal  affms! 

Angels  have  rejoiced  over  me,  his  church  owns  me^  and  he 

joyfoHy  receives  me !    Every  .believer  luay  a4opt  this  Ian* 
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*guage.  And  what  it  it  to  belong  to  the  greater  and  most 
honoumble  fitmily  under  heaven^  compared  \4rith  this  ?  Or 
what  are  the  iargeat  expectations  that  can  possibly  be  form- 
ed, when  we  reflect  on  the  well-founded  hopes  of  the  Lord's 
redeemed!  The  blessings  of  the  lower  and  the  upper  springs 
ai^  their's,'  grace  and  glor^  being  freely  made  over  to  them 
In  the  everlasting  covenant  of  their  God,  witnessed  by  the 
Spirit  of  trut|i,  and  sealed  hf  the  blood  of  Jesus  our  Lord. 

WUness  of  the  Spirii* — ^It  is  the  purpose  of  God,  that  all 
such  as  fly  for  reftige  to  lay  hold  of  the  hope  set  before  them^ 
should  have  a  strong  consolation  $  to  effect  which  it  is  neoes* 
sary  that  the  soul  should  have  an  assurance  of  the  safety  of 
its  state,  and  its  acceptance  in  the  Beloved,  that  nothing 
may  prevent,  destroy,  or  diminish  it ;  and  this  is  done  by  the 
witnessing  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  .  ^<  The  Spirit  itself  beareth 
witness  with  our  spirits,  that  we  are  the  children  of  God." 
This  witness,  or  testimony  of  the  Spirit,  assuring  us  of  our 
adoption  into  the  fiimily  of  heaven,  is.  beyond^  though  not 
inconsistent  with,  any  inferences  we  can  draw  fix^m  aqy  de- 
scriptions given  us  of  God's  children  iu'^saered  scriptures^ 
or  any  marks  given  us  by  those  believers  whom  the  truth  it- 
self hath  made  finee ;  for  as  none  can  fully  know  the  heart  of 
man  except  that  God  who  searcheth  all  things,'  so  none  can 
ever  give  that  satis&ctory  evidence,  of  our  passing  from  death 
unto  life  like  him.    We  may  form  comparisons  between  our 
states  as  penitents,  or  others  may  do  it  for  us,  ^ho  ture'  sup** 
posed  to  bQ  better  informed  than  ourselves;  but  surely  it 
will  not  be  denied  that  he  ivhose  thoughts  and  ways  are 
higher  than  our's  must  be  a  more.competent  evidence,  when 
our  repentance  and  feith  are  such  as  are  required  of  us,  than 
we  ourselves  or  qthers  can  be  ?    It  is  thereforea  most  desi* 
rable  fiivour,  that  he  who  said,*  ^' Let  there  be  light,  and 
there  was  light,  should  al^  speak  to  our  ftearCs^  and  assure 
us  that  the  new  creation,  through  his  influence,  ha^  taken 
place  there,  and  that  the  former  things  are  passed  away;  or, 
as4he  appstle  expressesit,  ^^  God,  who  commanded  the  light 
tp  shine  out  of  darkness,  hath  shined  in  our  hearts,  to  give 
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the  light  of'the  knowledge  ofthe  glbnr  of  (Sod  fad  die  fiioe  of 
Jesus  Chrkt."    Thk  pure  and  wml^eaeering  light  diaperaes 
all  our  dovbis,  f^are,  perplexities,  and  itsprofitaUe  reason- 
inge ;  it  ohases  ignovanee)  melancbofy  eonekisiolis,  mlsap* 
prehensions,  of  the  Divine  goodness^  and  Satanic  iHttrions ; 
it  gives  Gonidence,  tenderness,  wi^ojy  to  Ae  thankM  he- 
lieve|!^  and  mahles  him  in  saei^  enolions  of  gratiludB  le 
exekioi,  «^  Ahha  Father,  my  Lord  and  mj  Ood,*^  I  see>  I 
feel  that  thou  lovest  me,  I  will  praise  thee,  tw  then  »r^  good 
to  Bie,  thoa  art  worthy  to  be  prai^  )    Ttie  densations  and 
sentinienis  of  such  happy  souls  cannot  well  he  diDseribed ; 
human  language  is  too  poor  and  feeble  to  expresa  it  I    AH 
this  is  corroborated  by  tiie  testimony  oTour  own  spirit-*  We 
feel  the  change  which  grace  has  prbdnced  in  us,  and  are  con- 
s^^ined  to  acknowledge  it.    We  compere  our  state  wiA 
others  who  rejoice  in  the  Lord^  and  it  answers  as  fece  to 
fece  in  th%  water.    W^  read  in  the  incorruptible  trutt  of 
the  gospel  the  prjomiseaof  Ood,  and  know  ibM  we  engo^ 
thenu    We  read* the  descriptiiona  givw  of'the  new  nature^ 
and«  pisove  we  have  Aem^  all  more  or  tess  delineated  in  our^ 
selves.    We  areconscibus  that^  we  arelightened'of  out  load^ 
(hat  our  gloominess  is-  dispersed^  mud  ^t  Ae  lovo  and  peace 
we  feel  are  the  gifts  of  6od^  a|id  the  precioue  tokens  of  his 
fiivour  and  fecon^Hlition.    9hus-botb  these  witnesses  unite 
in  the  flillconitrmal»ofr  of  our  acceptance  msd  lidoplion  into 
the  fkmily^  of  €tod ;  ani-  ftom  hmice  Ifowe  that"  assumncs 
whicb  destroys  fear,  d6ub^  and>  unbelii^  an^Mngs  tnit 
rest  apd  consoladoji  to  the  nstuniing  nbner. 

StdwOhm. — ^^  By  grace,  (my9  £%.  Phul)  are  ye  sevec^ 
Arough feitb.'^  HedbeS'not^flay  ye  are  lo  Sir  saved!  bdtj 
^'  ye  an  saved:;**  ftr  though  the  salvation  oftiiegos^'ddes 
Imply  a  salvatioo  from  hell|  that  is  not  the  prmalry  tdfea : 
yet  many,  dki%  aflte  no  olSier  nieaniiig^  to  ttie  word ,'  imd 
hence  it  is  that  they  make  no  attempt- to^  return  to*  Gbd  till 
tiiey  ore  laid  upon  a^  d|dtig  bed^  tMlihing  it  siiAciteiit^  to  adt 
his  permifisaoft  to  enter  lie«ren,  thatit  mf^  prov«  Id  item  M 
asjjiim  ftom.  be&n    tbesa.  who  m^  jiratiHed^  ac^  better 
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teugbtt  thcgr  }aaw  that  Uiej  murt  be  sored  from  other 
th&gi  M  w^H  a^  endlesa  jperdition,  and  tfaejr  are  so  saved. 
Tiiqr  are  Baved  from  the  poirer  of  Satan,  who  is  no  longer 
{Mmitted  to  delaiA  th^m  in  hb  nenrioe,  Eph«  ii.  2,  CoL  i 
iS.  They  are  saved  from  this  present  evil  worlds  John  v. 
4^  5;  tfaej-are  bo  longer  deceived  by  its  vanities  and  pomp, 
Bdr  fbUo#  its  fiMrfish  and  hurtful  desires ;  they  are  delivered 
finom  its  dAdgeroiii  friendships,  and  from  all  criminalities  and 
dellemeAt,  Gal.  ii  4r«  They  are  saved  from  the  evil  pro- 
INmsities  of  their  nature,  being  Enabled  by  Divine  grace  to 
crucify  the  flesh  #idi  its  aflfecfidn3  and  desires,  Gal.  v.  34. 
And  they  are  delivered  fronft  the  wj*ath  to  come, ,  1  Thegs.  i. 
10 ;  thejr  b^ing  no  longer  aj^pointed  unto  wrath,  as  they  were 
wbik  biiagiag  fiwth  the  fruits  of  the  flesl^  Gal.  iy.  £4;  but 
to  obtain  telvi|tion  in  all  its  fulness,  both  here  and  for  ever; 
thatt,  whethelr  they  wake  or  deep,  they  should  live  together 
with  the  Lord  Jesus^  1  Thess«  v.  9, 10. 
•  IIIsraelo&tiiebaDkoftbeRedSe%beheld  with  joy  Mid 
wenda:  their  dc^liverance  from  the  tyranny  and  npge  of  the 
Sgj^ptian  go  venraf  ent^  and  sung  the  ptraise^  of  their  almigh* 
ty  Delirerer,  Which  wal^  oiily  a  temporal  salvation;  how 
■mah  more  should  Ua  spiritiial  Israel/  who  are  delivered  by 
hiflBi  from  the  powei*  of  daAness,  and  translated  into  the 
ktftqgdom  ^  his  belov^di  Sotiy  tviuAph  ia  his  victorious  love ! 
&ihF  iffoigps  no- longer,  il  extfeiilde  its  dominion  over  the  heart 
no  moret.  WIeI  are  deliver^  from  idcdatry  and  inordinate 
affedtion,  and'httre  th0  prospiict  afforded  us  of  being  cleans- 
ed from  all  Ae  ifemaSns  of  81%  and  of  bearing  the  image  of 
the  L^rd'  JcMis..  Thd  weahndss  of  our  souls  is  removed^ 
and  we  frd  ourselves  at  perfect  liberty  to  follow  Christ, 
Eplh  iiiv  l€y  Johft  viiif.  3),  32*  We  have  now  a  full  persua* 
sioD'  of  the  ldv%  pf  Ibo  Father  to  us,,  and  a  full  supply  of  spi- 
ritoal  itiAuenoe,  John  vii%  38,  30i.  The  promises  Iiegin  to 
be  sil'eetly  fueled  in  us,  Luke  i.  45;  an^  though  babes  in 
grace^  we  wth  placad  ixk  suitable  circumstances  to  grow  up 
iiito  Ghfiist  omr  living  head  m  aU  things.  Every  believer 
therefoteeanfegcidtini^y  s^  <<  This  it  tbs  Lord's  doings  and 
ii  is  marveUona  in  oui  tj^\ 
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Access  to  Gdd. — ^Being  received'  into  fiivdur,  there  i8  no 
longer  those  hidings  of  fiice  on  the  part  of  our  hearenly.  Fa* 
ther,  nor  that  coldness  and  indifferencj  on  our's  towards 
•him.  We  are  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Christ  in  oar  justifi- 
cation, and  have  boldness  and  access  with  confidence  by  the 
ifaith  of  him,  Eph.  iii.  12.    We  know  that  we  have  a  compas- 
sionate and  sympathizing  High  Priest  at  his  right  hand,  who 
ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  us;  and  through  him  we  are 
privileged  to  make  known  our  requests  to  our  God  and  Fa-* 
ther,  whose  good  pleasure  it  is  to  give  us  the  kingdom^  John 
xvii.  20,  Luke  xii.  32.    All  that  plate  their  oonfidedce  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  are  precious  in  his  sight,  Matt,  xviii.  6 ;  and 
through  him  we  receive  spiritual  prosperity  and  establish- 
ment, S  Cbron.  xx.  SO.    We  draw  near  to  him  in  liis  ordi- 
nances, contemplate  his  divine  perfections,  and  the  wis^ 
dom  of  his  proceedingsin  the  glorious  work  of  our  redemp- 
tion; we  make  known  to  him  our  requests,  and  ofier  him 
our  sacrifices  of  praise  and  thanksgiving ;  encourage  our- 
selves and  others  to  rely. upon  his  great  goodness;  form  reso« 
lutions  to  cleave  to  him  with  our  whole  hearts  ;  study  how 
we  may  best  imitate  the  Saviour's  imitable  oxfcellencies ; 
bring  our  hearts  to  be  searched  and  examined,  that  we  may 
remain  sincere ;  exercise  our  faith  and  hope  in  his  ^^mised 
presence  and  faithful  word ;  ste  into  the  vanity  of  worldly- 
tnindcdness ;  humble  our  souls  befi>re  him  ft>r  our  past  sins 
and  -follies ;  express  our  pity  i  for  such  as  still  continue  the 
slaves  of  sin ;  learn  what  our  duty  is  both  towards  God  and 
taan;  and  anticipate  the  pleasures  of  a  blesaed  eternity* 
'the  Lord'  beholds  all,  and  is  well  pleased.*   He  pefif>eslieS| 
strengthens,  and  comforts  our  souls,  inaking>hi^  ways  plea* 
sant  and  delightful  to  us.    He  hears  the  voice  bf  oUF'suppli* 
cations,  and  graciously  accepts  imt  lisping  praislBS.  -  He  re- 
members his  promises,  and  nevc^  forsakes  tbotf^'that  thus 
Vonfide  in  him.   He  is  neaf.thetn  in  trouble  tosttpport  them; 
!ti  temptation  to  assist  them  against  their  .adversaries;  in 
(ilifficuUi^  to  deliver  tifem;  i^  affliction  toccnnfort  them;  in 
jl^erplexity  and  embartiissment  to  direct  them;  and  in  aU 
states  to  be  their  ^^ shield  and  exeecfding{;reat reward;"  ixiH 
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'Word,  tbe  Lofd'is  tteir  pdrtion,*  and  fhey  are  lu0;  atidihai 
tbej  hare  feliowsliip  witii  'tlie  FatW  and  the  Son, '  through 
the  eternal  Spirit,'  to  hit  glorjr  and^  their  present  and  future 
happiness.  If  it  be  deemed  a  privilege  among  men  to  have 
honourable*  cbiknexiohs,  access'  to  the  great  and  learned,  to 
be  under  their  {Mrotection, '  and  to  share  their  friendship  and 
confidence,-  where  ^'all  is  nnceriaioj  how  muchl)etter  is  il  to 
be  interested  ih  the  -loTour  of  the  glorious  and^Uessed  God^ 
where  there  is  nothing  uncertain  or  unsatisiactorj  ?'  Bless- 
ed indeed  is  thai*  many  O  Lord,  whom  thou'choosest;  and 
causes!  t6  approach '  unto  thee,  tha|  he  may  dwell  in  thy 
courts ;  he  ^all  be  satisfied  with  the  goodriete  of  thy  house^ 
and  of  thy  holy ^tepiple,  Psal«  Ixy.  4« 

-  Lave^*^On  000  justification,  the  leye  of  Grod  i»  shed  abroad 
in  our 'hearts  %  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is  given  to  us.*' '  We 
are  made  to  aee- and  feel  by  Ae  Spirit  the  love  which  God 
hath  to  us,  and  are  enabled  to  love  him,  because  lie  first 
Joved  iie«  When  tfaos  divine  prindple  is  planted  in>  the  soul, 
it  manifite^  itself  by  giving. a  dclcided  preference  to  G^d 
and  his  holy  ways  before  any  other  person  or  thing  what* 
ever,  .every  othcir  object  in  regard  to  him'  is  domparativelj 
hated,  Lukexiv.'  96.  He  is  most  in  our  thought,  and  tte 
4emembrance'Of  his -name,  and^the  wonders  of  hisredeeofing 
graee  afibrd^us  ihe  greatest  delight:  'Th4  name  of  Jesixs  ia 
to  us  as  perftamej'WQ  are  pleated  witU  the  mention  of  it,  and 
ffoyfiilly  expiisM  chit  admiration  of  his  grace'  add'mercy^  H^ 
is  the  subject 'Of  our  songs,  anid  the  theme  of  oUrdiscourses. 
We  affectionatidy  and  zealously  recommend  him  to  all,  being 
•desinHis  that  all  should  love  him,  and  that  all  should  glorify 
Ids  Divine  Majesty.  "^ 

We  observe  all  hircemaiands.  He  bidb  us  come  out  finom 
«mong  the  wicked,  we  obey  his«voice,  knowing  that'  now  we 
are  not  of  the  world,  being'  chosen  out.  of  it,  John  icv.  9; 
and  are  to  regard  'Oiirselves'  only  in  the  light  of  strangers 
and  pilgrims  travelling  through  it,  .1  Pet  ii.  II,  to  that 
iBt^mal  abode  destined  for  the  use  and' reception  of  the  flimi* 
}^  and  boufiehcdd  of  Ggd,  Heb,  xiii,  U^  Eph,  ii*  19^    N<>r 
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Tbia  Wvi»  teaflHM  us  «» teBMtoea  all  kind  af  dnaplimh*^ 
.W0  sae  bMT  i^laaaii^  ttMliiaid  aiimlri^  ate  to  tha  Gad  af 
lovfv  a»d  hbw  aSMNiired«siaa«laAioAM  inaUttsiofaiBslOTe 
tfcerefeirt  fMkftate  tke  fbmietv  and  kjia  tha  iMIIar  ca[itiral)r 
M lAeb  II  f(g€(sli  flaUcrjFy  fitwniag^  4tid  compUamdiy  M 
txtiin  91;  ^tii  «U  firaud  and  damniif  towteds  Ike  iganmiui^ 
Aatt  xix.  18|  19;  aad  all  knamy  hgr  IriiaiiiSQrar  wiatod 
hl^  praeiia^  or  appbndad,  or  &o#ever  autaaiBft^  wbatber 
ttfKMP^  iwafessaaa  aa  profimy  S  Cor.  ir.  S^  1  Pel;.  iL  1 ;  as 
iMiaAmi7l0  thai  ii\f«MtMitt,^  ^ 

as  thyself.''  And  as  it  tkua  ebiMlalaiia  hjpdcriaf  wlere  teca 
Hia  at^uMfaad^  madi  aaate  tefioM  Odd,  wka  is  ^airfeatlj  ac* 
^aidated  with  atarjr  atia^ramant  af  tka  soid^  Kad  firaaa  iihoili 
Mtliiag  mn.  .{KlseibLjr  ht  kUL  Tfaa  utardsy  aetit>]ri»  yvofea- 
aia»^  md  gaaiefal  diportlnaat  af  Uai  wha  ^n^aya  Ae  loteaf 
CM9  apiiag  tsan  i%M  aacithfes^and  ave  daAe  jto  Ida  gkay^ 
iwAaaeordiaf  to  htaitiHli  a^d  evaiy  filasr  waf  ia  iiliari/ 

^  TbisilomteadM  wiMiffBatMa  la  dbe  DIf ine  will.^We 
MT?  iMiak  and  %iiaraiit  aieatii^  and  iC  Idfc  t^  a&oda^iir 
mttmhf^  are  ithoaJld  garal^- ahoaae  apyhIL  k  ia  thatafiva  a 
giMit.maao}?  I^fc  tie  bdid'  talk  iiiidai4ikeii.tai  diooaaaar 
jWiMerittoQar  Sir  ua.  Wltk«al  tka  hdp  of  <«»lHMalkrs^  ka 
)|liowa  ^rtiat;  isf  keat  fhi'  ua^  aadirkaAka-kaadeakradtesci^ 
AbAl^ar^  Qtogh*  fo^  Kaaaita  ;  gitiaig  apr  att  nurviMp  Maaoaing^i 
M^t^tias  idl  olkaia  tkat  iffwdd  prtveat  mtmat  Ikkadr- 
iii«^.iphiikar  paaBaal  oa  afoaail  imli  that  Biotd^  ta^  ba  atdqit- 
ad  of  him,  2  Cor.  v.  7 — ^9;  submitting  owrailht^'tQ  libr  ill 
aU  .thtogst  wfthMiC  Biunburidgr^.  Aeta  «ki  H^  hmMf  and 
aieeklf •  baifta^  t«  kis  adn»alioBa».  Hab.  »!&  Sh  williBf .  <» 
)iea9  repiMcb  %iA  paaseaaAin  in.  Ikd  <;aiisa  af  Ckfjat^.  i  Pat 
&St:;i  aon^iidaiing:  atoBBeUrast  uMraaAy  of  anj  marcjr  wef  ie» 
<adTe^aodiallta;ira  disposed  totaay^  o»  Ae.Mist  «igiif%  o6ia« 
siM%  <«itti9tba:?kMd;,  ht  Mar  da  te  seaotetlk  UiK  gnad; 
k^itg  JHU^i  tiirtbc^d4d  that  «ttie  jpo^iai«MQdad|.*tft  ia 


llie  darkest  diflpen^tiom^  wUcli  wiB  irftimfttelj  pirote  ftd«> 
vanta^u  in  pnMnotiag  onr  best  interests,  1  Cor.  xi.  9S^^ 

Rom.  Tfii.  98. 

» 

When  this  love  dwells  in  enr  heeirt^  H  will  kead  ns  con- 
•eientiously  to  observe  diVine  ordinaaces.'^jPntyer,  secret 
prayer:  we  shall  gladfy,  at  suitable  times,  leave  die  worhl^ 
its  cares  and  eoncetns  ta  commune  with  our  God  and 
Saviour,  Matt'  vi.  6.  Tamily  devotion  where  it  can  be  per« 
formed,  that  the  divine  blessing^  may  test  upon  our  house* 
hold,  and  that  we  may  together  acknowledge  the  mercies  we 
enjoy  in  common,  Jos.  xxiv.  15,  and  probably  Dan.  vi.  10: 
Sockl  prayer,  uniting  with  those  who  call  upon  the  Lord 
wfA  a  pure  heart,  or  that  seek  his  &ce  in  sjncerily,  Acts  xii. 
10.  Prajring  in  the  Spirit^  in.aH  power j  and  with  continu** 
ance,  I  Thess*  v.  17.  At  proper  times  absHnence^  Bfatt.  vi. 
17,  18^;  and  id  pattieul^r  casesySxf^/ng*,  Matt.  ix.  15,  Acts  ziii. 
3,  Matt.  zvii.  SI.  Vhiting  the  sick,  Ae  frdierless  and 
widows  in  their  affliction.  Matt.  xxv.  96,  James  v.  14r. 
ParUdting^  with  joy  and  thanfcflihiess  of  the  Lord's  Suppefy 
that  our  minds  maf  be  dieeply  impressed  with  his  unexam- 
pled^ love  in  bying  down  his  precious  Hfefbr  his.  enemier, 
Luke  xxii.  19.  Meeitigyviih  Ovd^s  peopk  fbr  spirituat  con- ' 
versatton,  and  to<  strengthen  onr  Inoids  in  his  most  Messed 
cause,  Qgaittst  aHMs  and  our  adversaries,  Mai.  iifc  16,  Heb. 
X.  0t,  89.  Jftpnwfftg  ftn  in  others.  Lev.  xix,  17.  Heating 
Ibe  wor^  preaehedi  1  Thess.  v.  20.  Diligently  reading  tke 
soriptures,  John'  t.  99 ;  and  medOattng  upon  them  with  per- 
severance, Psal.  i.  S,  I'Tinf.  iv.  Id.  Singing  psalmr,  hymns, 
and-spititusl^  songs,  to*  the  glory  of  onr  God^  Matt.  SEXvi.  90^, 
Cbl.  iH:  IV.  Confesting  Christ  and  his  holy  rdigion  before 
men^  Lsfte  xii*  8;  nad'halliwing  the  Lord's  day,  Gen.  ii.  9, 
ltev».  r.  lOi  These  (Kings  are  here  just  touched  upon ;  but 
where  love  reigns  they  wffl  be  carefully  observtid ;  Ibr  suclk 
hiliieniiM^  their  Lord'rwordls,  ^ff  yts  Ibve  me,  keep  my  com- 
tnaiidblenfs;*  aftd  ^this  ir  the  love  of  Ood,  that  we  keep 
•em^^,*^ '  and  to-such*  tfley  are  not  grievous,'  John.  v.  iii. 

'mi^lbve^iem  ttsstf  m  l^n^f^r  to  oj[bcrs.-^jevei^'on^ 
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tbat  loTes  God,  is  comuuuided  to  loYe  his  brother  ako ; 
and  eveiy  follower  of  the  Saviour  will  do  this,  by  aToidin; 
all  that  maj  be  injiiriousy  and  bj  doing  the  Uiing  that  is 
right  towards  others.  Such  endeavour  to  fill  up  the  duties 
of  their  respective  situations,  according  to  the  will  of  God, 
in  their /oini/tey,  by  industry,  Rom.  xii.  11;  by  frugality, 
John  vi.  12 ;  by  order  and  regularity,  i  Cor.  iiii*  40 ;  by 
piety  and  benefioence,  1  Tim.  v.  4,  viii.  16 ;  and  good  ex« 
gmple,  Psal.  ci.  3;  breathing  the  spirit  of  kindness,  patience 
and  forbearance  ;  acting  as  under  the  eye  of  him  who  has 
fixed  the  bounds  of  our  habitations,  and  appointed  the  va* 
rious  orders  and  estates  of  men.  Towards  the  churchy  re- 
garding the  children  of  God  as  the  excellent  of  the  earth, . 
Psal.  xvi.  3 ;  and  unfeignedly  uniting  with  them  in  purity 
of  affection,  Cpl.  ii.  S ;  iu  honour  preferring  them  to  our- 
selves, Rom.  xii.  10;  tenderly  relieving  them  in  their  ne« 
cessities,  1  John  iii.  17,  18 ;  exercising  great  forbearance 
towards  them,  Eph.  iiii.  2 ;  lending  to  them  where  it  will 
not  hurt  ourselves,  as  this  must,  from  the  present  state  of 
things  be  done  witk  discretion,  PsaL  cxii.  v,  Ifatt*  v*  48, 
assembling  with  them  for  the  solemn  worship  of  Grod,  Psal. 
'  cxxii.  1;  forgiving  their  offences,  Luke  vi*  S7;  praying  fer- 
vently for  their  prosperity,  £ph.  vi.  18,  Col*  i v.  12 ;  and 
supporting  and  defending  the  true  ministers  of  the  Lord  Je- 
sus, 1  Tim.  i.  18,  Acts  xvii.  14.  And  towards  the  voarld  in  ge- 
neral, renoundng  their  crimes  and  follies,  evidencing  thereby 
our  disapprobation  of  the  works  of  darkneas,  the  change 
wrought  in  us  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  possibility  of 
keeping  the  holy  commands  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Eph. 
V.  7, 11,  15 ;  recommending  religion  by  precept  andezample, 
which  speaks  louder  than  words;  and  striving  to  spread  the 
savour  of  Divine  knowledge  wherever  Divide  providence 
opens  a  way,  S  Cor.  ii.  14 ;  labouring  according  to  our  abi^ 
lity  tp  shew  kindness  to  <aU,  overlooking  their  msJicioua 
words  and  designs^  and  thus  heaping  flaming  coals  of  love 
upon  their  heads,  Rom.  xii.  20:  all  which  evidently  shews 
that  love  is  the  true  recipe  for  curing  all  the  distmetiioiif  of 
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our  disordered  world ;  it  is  what  Divine  goodness  and'wis^ 
dom  hare  appointed  for  that  purpose ;  and  this  alone  will 
torn  our  earth  to  paradise  again. 

Hope. — ^This  always  follows  the  justification  of  our  per- 
sons before  God.    Hope  is  the  expectation  of  good  things 
to  come,  founded   on  the  mercy  and  fiuthfulness  of  God, 
which  appear  in  the  support  and  defence  of  our  natural  life, 
the  presenration  and  increase  of  our  spiritual  life,  in  the  re- 
animation  and  transformation  of  the  body  from  the  dust  of 
death,  and  in  our  future  felicity  and  the  eternal  glorification 
of  our  persoins.    He  tliat  possesses  a  well-founded  hope  that 
such  are  the  designs  of  God,  his  heavenly  fitther,  towards 
him,  is  naturally  led  to  depend  upon  him  for  whatever  his 
wisdom  sees  best  for  him.    He.  assures  himself  that  he  who 
clothes  the  fields  with  verdure,  and  regards  the  cry  of  the 
young  ravens,  will  n^ver  be  unmindful  of  those  who  trust 
in  him,  Luke  xii.  S8,  S9;  and  the  consciousness  of  bis  favbur 
in  Christ,  while  it  banishes  all  painful  fear  and  despair  from 
his  tidind,  delivers  him  firom  anxiety  concerning  futurity, 
Hab.  iii.  17,  Job  xi.  16 ;  knowing  that  <^  his  eyes  run  to  and 
fro  through  the  earth  in  behalf  of  him  whose  heart  is  perfect 
towards  hin,"  and  that  all  is  well  with  those  who  are  thus 
preserved  under  his  watchful  care,  Psal.  xxxviii.  18 ;  for  he 
hath  said  it,  and  it  is  quite  sufficient :  ^  I  will  never  leave 
thee  nor  forsake  thee,  Heb.  xiii.  5 ;  so  that  he  ^can  boldly  . 
■ay,  <<  The  Lord  is  my  helper,  I  will  trust  and  not  be  afi^d." 
And  the  same  grace  that  enables  such  to  hope  in  him  for  ^ 
themselves,  leads  them  to  do  the  same  in  behalf  of  others, 
especially  those  who  are  connected  with  or  dependant  upon  . 
them,  Jer.  itlix.  11,  Exod.  xx.  6,  Psal.  cxxviii.  S3 :  and  thus 
it  is  that  we  rely  upon  him  for  the  answer  of  our  prayers,  . 
Psal.  xxxviii.  15 ;  and  for  opportunities  of  praising  him  after 
seasons  of  discouragement,  when  renewed  marks  of  his  fa« 
▼Qur  render  Jt  most  delightful  employment,  Psal.  ii.  4,  v.  11* 
It, causes  us  to  look  to  him  for  help  against  the  persecuting 
malice  of  evil  men,  Psal*  Ixxi.  5 ;  for  the  fulfilment  of  the 
promises,  Psal.  cxix»  81 ;  for  support  in  trials  and  difficulties, 
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•for.  x?ii.  17 ;  and  for  a  complete  and  safe  dwyeranee  oat 
of  them  ally  Lam.  ili.  96« 

It  18  of  a  saoing  nature* — ^  We  are  saved  by  liope/'  said  an 
apottle^  and  so  indeed  we  are.  None  are  more  sensible  of 
their  own  weakness  and  insuflkiencj  than  real  clnistians» 
jet  none  are  Tietorious  over  evil  but  themselvesi  beeaase 
all  their  hopes  are  placed  in  Grod,  and  they  have  hSs^  pto« 
mise,  that  he  wiU  deliver  them :  '^  Call  upon  me  in  the  day 
of  trouble ;  I  will  deliver  thee,  and  tlfou  shalt  8^1orif|r  me.'* 
Thus  they  hold  fiist  to  what  they  have  attained^  are  made 
more  than  conquerors  through  him  that*  has  l6ved  themf 
Rom.  viii«  S7,  and  expect  tlm  same  help  for  the  time  to  come. 
Hence  it  is  that  neither  sin»  nor  SktBSk  can  prevail  <:  while 
they  keep  on  aind  exercise  the  mrmour  of  the  Spirit,  their 
enemies  are  disarmedand  trodden  under  their  feet.  Or  as 
S^.  John  beheld  the  church  under  the'  emblem  *  of  a  woman 
clothed  with  the  sun,  the  moon  under  her  feet,  and  on  her 
head  a  crown  of  twelve  stars ;  all  in  like  manner  wbc^live 
a  life.of  &ith  and  hope,  submit  to  the  holy  doctrines  of  the 
apostles,  receive  their  glorious  fiilness  from  the  Sun  ef  Righ- 
teousness, *and  the  moon  of  mutable  things  is  under  their 
feet  This  should  teach  us  to  pray  fervently  with*  St.  Fitil, 
that  we  may  always  ^  abound  in  hope,  through'  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  ;^  that  our  future  prospects,  whether 
bright  or  gl6omy,  may  never  move  us  from  the  gospel-hope, 
or  cause  us  to  quit  our  hold  of ihat  which* is  within  the  veils 
then  shall  we  rise  above  all,  and  gloriously  triumplrat  last; 

It  promotes  dOigence.-^AJl  who  are  possessed  bf  this  hope, 
aeeing  it  tdeir  duty  to  resemUe  theif  Judge,  wh#m  they  ^x» 
pect  to  meet  with  joy  and  gladness,  puriQf  themselv^ 
as  he  is  pure,  I'John  iii.  3)  they  are  dfligentriA  their  attett« 
dance  upon  him  in  his  ordinances,  H^Kx.  85^  waiting  vritb 
INhvent  desire  fer  the  accomplishment  orhis  gracious  pro- 
mises,  Acts  xxvt.  7*  by  which  they  obtain  ftt>m  moment  to 
moment  a  prolonged' sal vatipn,  Rom.  viii.  24 ;  and  this  in* 
creases  till  it  brings  with.it  tibe  Ml  assurance  of  Mcfiialli^} 
Hob.  vi.  U. 


• 

It  wpbM  tbe  sootwith  tot^Uknee^  Gfdd-^or  afl 
'  M0ia  troth  flaj,  <^  the  Lord  is  ^y  portion,  knd  therefore 
I  hqpe  in  hiniy"  L^ni.  iii.  24:,  flhall  never  be  ashamed;  tiietr 
«zperienee  of  his  love  wiU  raise  thmr  head  above  the  water- 
floods  of  trouble  and  penectition,  however  horribly  thej 
nay  iP^ge,  iKom.  v.  4, '5 ;  they  are  alwfffs  safe  bjr  flying  to 
thc^  strong  hcldf  Zeeh.  ix;  12 ;  and  are  so  strengthened  by 
the  power  of  God,  that  no  fiirious  adversary  can  do  theia 
Imrt,  1  Thasb.  V.  8 ;  no  storm,  however  dreadful,  shall  drive 
ihem  fi-om  their  rook  While  they  dqiend  on  him,  Heb.  vi.  19. 

Phil.  i.  sa. 

Jhraise  and  gratMuie.^^The  views  and  feeMngs  of  our  soids^ 
on  the  day  ^  omr  redemption,  are  such,  that  we  are  con- 
strained to  declare  them,  in  the  langoage  of  the  prophet 
Isaiah,  inhis  twelfth  chapter,  or  in  similar  language ;  so  sen« 
aiUe  are  we  of  the  benefits  received,  and  from  w4iom  im 
have  received  them :  "  O  Lord,  I  will  praise  thee  ;  for  though 
thon  wast  angiy  with  me,  tbtne  anger  is  turned  nway,  and 
thou  eomfortest  me*"  Praise  is  the  natural  result  of  a  lovfng 
heart,  which  is  fixed  and  determined  to  employ  its  powers 
in  this  angelic  service,  Pdal.  Ivii.  7.  The  grace  of  God  ii 
pouved  into  the  lips  of  believers,  and  bjr  their  lips  and  livei 
they  set  forth  the  glories  of  their  gracious  Redeemer.  Psal«. 
Ixiii.  3s  Phil.  i.  90':  and  not  satisfied  with  this,  they  would 
have  heaven  and  earth,  with  all  their  inhabitants,  to  unite 
with  them  in  their  grateful  anthems,  Psal.  cxlviii,  &c. 

They  praise  him  for  the  disfday  of-his  mercy,  power  and 
goodness,  in  the  redemption  of  the  world  in  general,  and  that 
of  themselves  in  particular  ;  for  Ihe  means  employed  in  c<m^ 
vey&ag  Us  grace  to  their  souls ;  fiir  his  patience  and  long- 
snflferiog  towards  them,  in  tiieir  carnal  stale,  and  for  the 
precions  tohens  of  his  &vour.  The  gratitude  believers 
feel  on  their  apprehension  of  Christ,  is  not  to  be  expressed. 
Yet  they  can  shout  with  joyfid  acclamations,  «To  him  that 
loved  us,  and  that  washed  us  firom  our  sins  in  his  own  blood, 
,tQ  him  be  ghMry  and  dominion  fi>r  ever  i  *' 

They  look  JmdL  on  tfadr  late  wretched  situation,  when 
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tbey  were  poor,  broken-bearted,  blind,  and  brttised  captifOB; 
and  adore  that  blessed  Deliverer,  wbo  stooped  to  enrkh^ 
io  beal,  and  gladden  their  souls ;  wbo  rescued  them  from 
the  power  of  every  enemy,  and  snatched  them  with  a  strong' 
hand  from  all  threatening  dangers.  Gloiy  be  to  God  on 
high,  rises  spontaneously  6rom  their  hearts ;  and  it  ascenda 
on  high  more  acceptable  than  the  most  perfumed  legal 
sacrifices  or  oblations. 

Every  favour,  great  and  small,  is  received  with  thankfiil* 
jiess,  which  is  the  zest  of  life,  and  being  improved  to  the 
glory  of  the  giver,  answers  the  end  for  which  it  is  given. 
This  is  the  sweetest  melody  in  the  ears  of  the  Lord.  This 
is  the  charming  fiTuit  of  peace  and  contentment ;  and  causes 
the  soul  white  on  earth  to  sit  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ 
Jesus,  and  enables  it  to  join  fay  anticipation'  the  celestial 
chorus  before  it  actually  takes  its  place  among  the  harnio* 
nious  bands  of  heaven. 

These  new  songs  of  grace  entirely  supersede  those  of 
vain  and  carnal  mirth.  The  divine  art  of  music,  vocal  and 
instrumental,  has  been,  alas,  too  long  ^^  pressed  to  obey  tlie 
devil/*  Now,  as  fiir  as  possible,  it  is  rescued  from  his  vile 
service,  and  employed  in  that  of  its  divine  Author;  and  thas^ 
what  was  so  powerful  an  incentive  to  vice  when  misapplied, 
becomes,  in  the  service  of  piety  and  virtue,  a  powerful^meana 
of  assisting  the  soul  to  oppose  temptation  ;  enabling  it 
niore  sweetly  to  acknowledge  God  in  idl  things,  and  to  go 
on  its  way  rejoicing.    Blessed  be  Grod  ! 

Boldness  in  GodCs  cause. — ^The  ignorance  and  impiety  of 
the  world  have  been  such,  that  true  religion  has  been  con- 
sidered as  a  useless,  despicable^  and  even  pernicious  thing ; 
and  those  wbo  have  shewn  themselves  its  friends  and  advo- 
cates  have  been  looked  Upon  as  the  scum  and  offscoaring 
of  all  things ;  and  hence  it  is,  that  many  who  have  preferred 
tlie  honour  that  comes  from  man,  to  tlmt  which  comes  from 
God,  have  been  afraid  and  ashamed  of  religion.  This  fear 
of  man  bringeth  a  Snare ;  but  when  the  pardon  of  sin  is 
received,  dud  thcf  favour  of  God  experienced^  this  crimiBal 
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ftar  is  removed^  and  we  become  far  more  solicitous  to  meet 
with  his  approbation^  than  with  the  fayour  and  esteem  of 
men. 

They  profess  themselves  religious  before  a  sinful  world.-^ 
They  do  not  make  a  profession  out  of  ostentation,  or  affect 
"preciseness,  to  attract  the  notice  of  others,  much  less  to  pro- 
mote their  secular  interests ;  their  design  is  to  glorify  God^ 
by  shewing  their  attachment  to  his  cause ;  to  countenance 
what  18  acceptable  to  him ;  to  shew  themselves  the  disciples 
4>f  a  self-denying  Master;  to  discover  their  disapproval  of  sin 
in  general,  and  to  recommend  true  piety  to  all  around  them. 
As  such  a  conduct  as  this  is  opposed  to  the  irreligious  spirit 
of  worldly  men,  they  expect  censure  and  ill-will  from  svich; 
tbey  look  to  be  slighted  and  condemned  as  hypocrites  or 
fools ;  and,  were  it  not  for  the  wholesome  restraints  of  laWy 
to  iie  shamefully  handled :  yet  this  moves  them  not  \  thej 
remember  him  who  hath  said,  ^^  Fear  not  them  which  kiU 
Che  body,  but  him  who,  after  he  hath  killed,  can  cast  body 
and  soul  into  hell :"  for  they  well  know  if  they  should  be 
ariiamed  of  Christ,  he  will  himself  be  ashamed  of  them 
when  he  appears  in  his  glory  to  judge  the  world.  Hence  it 
ifl  that  Mey  observe  his  sabbaths  and  attend  his  ordinances^ 
that  it  may  evidently  ^  appear  to  whom  they  belong.  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  though  this  were  the  only  motive 
that  induces  them  to  be  found  in  them :  but  this  may  certain- 
ly be  considered  as  one  among  others. 

They  are  by  this  led  to  repro^  sin  in  others«**As  they 
dare  not  spare  sin  in  themselves,  from  its  offensiveness  td 
God^  so  neither  can  they  forbear  reproving  it  when  it  ap« 
pears  in  those  who  come  in  their  way.  If  they  neglect  to  do 
thiS)  they  feel  themselves  reproved  for  the  omission.  There 
Xitiat,  indeed,  be  prudence  and  kindness  observed  in  reprov- 
ing) for  ^'  our  good  must  not  be  evil  spoken  of;*'  and  no  one 
can  reprove  sin  in  this  way,  without  a  consciousness  that 
what  he  has  done  is  acceptable  to  God.  Even  worldly  men, 
if  they  know  us  as  religious  persons,  expect  it  from  us;  and 
often  think  meanly  of  Uiose  who  do  it  oot.    For  the  doiof 
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of  tMs  thej  have  a  BcriptHral  warrant  ^*  Than  .ahaltnot  sat 
Jkr  sin  in  thy  brother,  thou  shalt.in  aigr  wiie  tduike  him.'' 
Tou  may  be  ill-treated  for  thus  doing  your  duty :  but  da^ 
must  not  be  neglected  because  we  meet  iviA  JinpleaBant  eir- 
.curostances  in  its  performance.    The  more  you  are  tbus  op» 
josed,  thermore  will  the  spirit  of  gvace  and  g^iy  .rest  upon 
you.    Such  as  have  been  bold  in  the  oause  cf  sin,  mid  have 
obtained  mercy,  hare  need  to  be  thus  bold  in  the  cause.cf 
God.    The  baptist  dared  to  act  thus  towards  a  king ;  and 
though  that  wretched  man  so  iU  xequited  him  -for  his  bind 
rebukes,  who  that  reads  the  stoiy  would  not  nUher  latethe 
lot  of  John  than  that  of  Herod  i 

They  are  ready  to  recommend  reKgion  ifi  others.*— The 
real  worth  of  a  thing  arises  from  its  utility,  and  having 
proved  it  tiseful,  they  eamestfy  wish  to  see^aUiacound  tiiem 
proving  its  beneficial  effects.  Thegr  are  far  ;from  widiing  te 
engross  rit  to  themselves.  True  piety  in  Jaot  diacUed  by 
such  a  selfish  motive.  It  longs  for  all  to  paslake  of  Ihe 
great  salvation ;  and  hence  they  recomfnend  it  to  all  indis* 
crimioatdy,  friends  or  foes:  their  language  is,  ^'O  taste  ami 
see  that  .the  Lord  is  ^cactousr'  Nor  is  this  mn&ned  to  their 
own  persona]  exertions,  they  zealously  auyppoct  the  means 
adopted  by  others  more  advantageous]^  skutlted,  or  idhoars 
deemed  more  capable  of  engaging  in  the  same  ^^eiperoiis 
cause,  knowing  how  acceptable  such  service  are  in  the 
t^ht  of  God,  and  how  much  they  are  c^criated  to.proaiote 
the  jiappiness  of  .men.  To  be  bold  ia  sach  a  canse  is  infi- 
nitely better,  and  attended  ultimately  wilii  AOfe  boBOtfr,  thia 
to  be  bpld  in  any  other  cause  wjmtever.  This  is  trvie  heroism, 
and  auch  Joshuas'  and  Calebs'  will  Aot  fiul  of  their  sewaid* 
^hey  may  sometimes  be  called  to  suffer;  bat  this  wifl  oai^ 
increase  their  worth,  and  cause  a  ^€iater  degnee  of  gLotj  to 
icest  uppn  them  for  ever. 
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Setf-examinatkn^Fofrm  of  Gmfesrion— Grounds  of  Encow 

ragement. 


»^#*»»»»»^tf^<at^ 


H Aviwo  proeoedtd  thus  far  in  the  intended  design  of  sUeir- 
ing  the  great  need  of  oor  beqig.reeoneUedto  Godihrooiefa 
his  beleved  Sob^  »nd  that  preparation  of  heart  raqutsite  fiiir  rZ 
ceiving  the  atooemeat,  I  shall  now  endeavour  to  sbmw  heir 

it«»actaatt/reeeiTed,  and  h«ir  those  that  believe  aretromrht 
into  the  glorious  liberty.of  the  sons  of  Gfod.  As  the  fruits  of 
genuine  repentance  have  been  already  spoken  of,  there  is 
the  less  need  in  this  place  to  describe  the  character  of  the 
true  penitent.    He  need  only  understand  the  moral  disease 
or  Ms  nature,  and  his  ,rant  of  a  core,  and  ihen  inquire  if 
those  fruits  of  penitency  are  found  ia  Mm,  awi.  if  they  are 
ta-rert  assured  thttt  he  is  not  ftr  from  the.  salvation  of  God* 
There  is»  indeed,  *  great  variety  of  character  to  be  noticed 
harer.aad,  coaMqMentljr^  atgreat  variety,  <^  views  and  senti- 
mckkterandit  may  be  added,  of  dificnhies  and  temptations 
Oatf  hu  blieikreligiMnBlf  educated,  white  another  has  seen 
and  tttunm  uotUn^:  of  th*  natter.    Here  moral  lesbaints 
hanre  ptfoduced  cortesponddnt  effects;  and  there  vice  and 
ioHlibraUly  hate  hAd  •  the-  complete  ascendency;    There  ate 
peiii*elits<  yousff  airf  bU,  j-ichrami  poon,  nobl4  and  ignoble 
•one  witht  milida  highigr«ukhrated  by  all  the  advantages  of 
le^rnimgi  androthers  bUtina'emiU  degree  removed  from  sa* 
vagteigaorataae  and  barbarity;  and  snch^s  are  their  charac- 

tetejiUBhiDgpeneralatetheitsituatioBsitt  the  scale  of  so- 
ciotyV  «^  «tidr«ie  diversity  of rtheit.  sitwtimte  in  life  On 
thewvceoanita/  (here:  will  bey  i«  thb  natuM  of  things,  a  va^ 
rietynorvie*s;  and  this  witt  iw  increased  by  the  means  em- 
p<<^)^ed%4h«  ld9»iaiHib8^1i«iov$  Sriirit  of  tfuth'ln  their  con. 
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version.  Now,  though  this  be  admitted,  yet,  strictlj  speak- 
ing, there  is  only  the  same  way  proposed  to,  and  appointed 
for  all,  whatever  their  character  may  have  been :  alji  are  guil- 
ty; and  if  savfed,  it  must  be  by  grace  on  God's  part,  and  bj 
frith  on  our*s.  To  ascertain  the  true  state  of  his  mind,  I  shall 
present  the  reader  with  several  heads  of  self-examination ; 
slightly  touch  upon  those  firuits  of  true  penitency  already  de- 
scribed ;  and  then  point  out  to  the  humbled  mourner  the 
scriptural  way  of  entering  into  rest  and  peace  of  soul.  It 
will  be  observed  that  these  questions  for  self-examination 
are  formed  on  the  moral  law,  and  kre  not  intended  to  be  a 
recapitulation  of  all  the  evils  pointed  out  in  the  former  part 
of  this  work,  but  merely  to  bring  some  of  them  to  remem« 
lirance,  and  to  raise  such  con victicNU  in  the  mind  as  may 
lead  to  an  immediate  application  to  the  *^  blcK>d  of  sj^ridL- 

ling." 

SELF-EXAMINATION. 

Fust,  Have  I  endeavoured  to  understand  the  spirituality 
and  extent  of  the  Divine  Law?  Have  I  ever  been  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge the  authority  of  God  as  my  Almighty  Creator, 
Governor,  and  Judge  ?  Has  my  heart  always  been  grateful 
for  the  gift  of  his  beloved  Son,  and  my  gracious  Redeemer  f 
Have  I  been  obedient  to  the  motions  and  influence  of  his 
Holy  Spirit  ?  Have  I  loved,  feared,  and  obejfed  him  as  he 
requires  ?  Have  1  preferred  no  creature  nor  thing  ta  him, 
and  have  1  always  sought  his  glory  ?  Have  I  studied  to 
please  him  according  to  his  revealed  will  and  word  ?  Or 
have  I  not  lived  in  wilful  ignorance,  and  in  the  shameful  ne- 
glect of  what  scripture  and  reason  have  pointed  imt  as  my 
duty  and  obligation  ?  Have  I  not  forgotten  Ufy  oompassiiHi<* 
ate  and  long-suffering  Grod,  and  even  wished  and  Hroroe  to 
forget  him  on  many  occasions?  Have  I  not  secretly  desfa^ 
that  he  might  have  no  existence,  or  ODdeavoared  to  believOL 
ai\d  persuade  myself  that  he  had  none,  and  did  not  this  arise 
frqm  the  love  of  sin,  and  the  accusations  of  a  polluted  con- 
science ;  and  where  I  could  not  be  theoretically  atheistical^ 
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hare  I  not  not  been  practically  so  ?  Have  I  not  made  earth, 
and  the  things  *of  earth,  my  treasure,  and  has  not  my  afiec-* 
tions  been  placed  there,  instead  of  things  above  ?  Have  I 
never  questioned  his  watchful  care  and  providence  over  me, 
and  ascribed  to  my  own  skill  and  industry  what  was  properly 
the  effect  of  his  beneficence  and  liberality  ?  Have  I  not  op- 
posed myself  to  him,  and  magnified  the  creatures  above  him? 
Have  I  not  been  stubborn  and  self- willed  in  refusing  to  sub- 
mit to  him,  though  I  knew  it  dishonoured  htita,  and  hastened 
my  own  destruction  ?  Have  I  not  murmured  and  been  im« 
patient  under  the  various  dispensations  of  his  providence  ; 
resisted  the  offers  of  his  grace;  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  his  invi- 
tations; grieved  his  good  Spirit;  and  hardened  both  myself 
and  others  in  rebellion  against  him  ? 

2.  Have  I  offered  him  the  worship  due  to  his  divine  and 
glorious  Majesty?  Have  I  approached  him  sincerely  in 
those  various  religious  exercises,  and  acts  of  devotion,  pre- 
scribed me  in  his  holy  word  ?  Have  I  diligently  studied 
that  word,  seeking  after  truth  with  my  whole  heart,  that  I 
might  know  and  do  his  righteous  will  ?  Have  his  divine 
perfections  been  the  subjects  of  my  meditation,  the  ground 
of  my  hopes,  the  objects  of  my  fears,  and  the  sources  of  my 
pleasures?  Have  I  willingly  assembled  with  his  people,  and 
delighted  in  his  ordinances  ?  Have  I  there  worshipped  him 
in  spirit  and  in  truth,  seeking  his  honour,  and  not  my  own, 
the  promonon  of  his  cause,  and  not  my  own  secular  advan* 
tage  ?  Or,  have  I  not  neglected  his  woi*ship  altogether,  or 
only  attended  upon  it  in  a  cold,  formal,  or  hypocritical  man- 
ner ?  Have  I  not  preferred  the  perusal  of  trifling  and  per- 
nicious books  to  the  study  of  the  scriptures;  the  company  of 
light,  vain,  and  treacherous  persons,  to  spiritual  commu- 
nion whh  God;  and  martial,  bacchanalian,  amorous,'  and 
sporting  songs,  to  the  melodious  songs  of  Zion  ?  Have  I 
not  kept  back  my  heart  from  him,  though  bought  by  the 
previous  blood  of  Christ;  made  him  to  serve  with  my  sins, 
and  wearied  him  with  my  iniquities,  when  gratitude  de- 
manded that. I  should  love  him  with  all  my  heart,  and  serve 
nim  with  all  my  powers  ? 

3£ 
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3.  Have  I  aliraj8  revereiiced  and  eanctified  tke  name  t4 
tbe  great  Jeho Yah— 4he  name  of  the  Lord  my  God  ?    Or  have 
I  not  in  Various  ways  dishonouved  k  upon  many  occasions  ? 
Have  1  not  been  so  mean  and  base  as  to  perjure  myself  from 
mercenary  motives,  or  appealed  to  God  at  any  time,  that  1 
iras  speaking  truth,  when  I  knew  in  my  heart  that  I  wa^  ntter« 
ing  fiilsehoods  ?     Have  I  been  so  grossly  irapions  as  to  take 
pleasure  in  oaths,  curses,  bitter  wishes  and  execrations,  call« 
ktg  upon  the  name  of  my  offended  God,  to  interest  himsdf 
ki  my  bad  cause,  and  to  satisfy  my  vindioUve  qpirit^  by 
wreaking  his  vengeance  upon  others  better  than  myself? 
Have  I  not  frequently  taken  his  name  into  my  polluted  lips, 
in  trifling  and  vain  conversation ;  by  sudden  exclamations, 
on  seeing  or  hearing  some  unexpected  circumstance ;  or  by 
irreligious  asseveration,  to  confirm  some  worthless  sentiment 
or  narration  i     Have  I  not  admired  and  encouraged  thia 
profaneness  in  others,  and  ev)en  condemned  those  who  have 
avoided  it,  and  made  myself  the  more  guilty,  in  striving  by 
this  means  to  grieve  and  vex  thyn  ? 

4.  Have  1  always  observed  the  Lord's  sabbaths,  and 
reverenced  his  sanctuaiy  ?    Have  I  loved  and  revered  his 
ministers,  and  supported  his  cause  i    Have  I  attended  his 
public  ordinances,-  to  express  my  gratitude  for  his  mercies, 
and  to  implore  his  gracious  assistanee;  to  sheW  the  w<n4d 
that  I  was  not  ashamed  of  his  service,  and  encourage  others 
to  follow  my  example?    Have  I  esteemed  this  day  delight- 
ful and  honourable,  not  speaking  my  own  words^  nor  doing 
my  own  works  thereon  ?    Have  I  spent  it  in  spiritual  con- 
templation, and  devotional  exercises^— in  works  of  piety, 
mercy,  and  charity  ?    Have  I  abstained  from  all  labours,        i 
but  those  of  urgent  necessity  ?    Or  have  1  not  fbrgotten  to 
keep  it  holy,?    Have  1  not  spent  it  in  vain  pleasures  and 
amusements,  in  idle  rambling,  trifling  visits,  needless  tra^ 
veiling,  unprofitable  books, revelling, gaming,  angling, eeor^* 
ing,  shootiug,  gardening,  collecting  fruit,  writing  letters  on 
business,  settling  accounts,  getting  in  debts,  paying  wages, 
Sec.  i  Have  i  not  attefided.places  of  worship  froinm<  ^ 
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to  set  off  my  penoo  and  dran;  or  fromxuriosity^togaze  at 
otken,  and  make  my  own  impertinent  obsenrations?  Havo 
I  not  liiUB  misspent  4li08e  blessed  days  of  rest  in  one  or  mora 
of  these  things  for  many  years? 

5.  Have  I  been  obedient,  datifnl,  and  affectionate  to  my 
parenta  ?  Or,  if  a  parent,  hnTe  I  acted  the  parental  part  to 
ny  children,  not  only  in  snpporting  dieir  bodies,  bnt  in- 
structing  their  minds,  and  leading  diem  to  Ood  f  Have  i 
been  a  qmet  and  peaceaUe  sdbyecl^  submitting  myselj^  aa 
fcr  as  I  oDuld  widi  a  good  conscience,  to  eveiy  ordinance  of 
man  for  die  Lord's  sake?  According  to  my  situation  in  life, 
have  I  acted  ftom  principles  of  humanity,  benevolence,  loy* 
wltyj  patriotism,  honour,  gratitude,  and  fidelity,  towatds 
those  connected  with  me  by  the  ties  of  nature,  gratitude, 
friendship,  or  civilisation  ?  Or  have  I  not  disregarded  pa* 
rental  admonition  and  advice  ?  Have  I  not  grieved  and 
offimded  them  on  many  occasions  ?  Have  1  not  been  dis* 
satisfied  with  the  restraints  of  wholesome  laws,  and  unmerci- 
fiilly  censured  the  frmners  and  enforcers  of  the  same  ?  Have  I 
not  thought  lightly  of  the  ministers  of  God's  word,  and 
q»ken  reproachftdly  of  them  and  their  labours  ?  Have  f 
not  been  ungrateful  to  my  bene&ctors ;  indifferent  and  un- 
kind to  my  dependants ;  and  greatly  deficient  in  christian 
conrtesy,  forbearance,  and  good-will  to  equals  and  others, 
on  many  occasions  ? 

6.  If  I  have  not  imbrued  my  hands  in  human  blood,  have 
I  not  in  many  instances  cherished  those  principles,  senti- 
ments, and  malevolent  passions,  which  lead  many  to  such 
atrocious  acts  ?  not  consideringthat  he  who  hateth  his  brotfaeff 
is  a  niurderer  in  his  heart*  And  have  I  not  stimulated  others 
by  my  advice  and  example  to  manifest  the  same  vindictive 
dispositions  ?  Have  I  not  been  accessary  to  those  evils  in 
some  by  my  own  misconduct  and  various  provocations*? 
Have  1  not  frequently  been  enraged  at  those  aboiit  me,  tffl* 
I  have  wrought  them  np  to  the  same  fiiry  with  myself, 
when  I  was  perhaps  the  first  offender  ?  Have  I  not  at  such 
times  made  use  of  bittor  eursesi  and  ^  most  injurious  and 
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provoking  language,  and  cansed  them  to  be  guilty  of  the 
game  ?  Have  I  not  delighted  in  cruel  sports,  and  treated 
with  worse  than  savage  barbarity  the  good  creatures  of  God, 
and  hereby  increased  my  natural  ferocity  against  my  fellowst 
Have  I  never  aimed  to  injure  my  adversaries  in  their  name, 
character,  person,  or  property,  thus  throwing  off^  in  seeking 
my  revenge,  the  restraints  of  decency,  reason,  and  religion, 
altogether  ?  Have  I  never  wished  the  death  or  destructiim 
of  those  who  have  crossed  me  in  the  pursuits  of  gain,  plea* 
'sure  or  reputation,  my  proud  and  haughty  spirit  forgetting 
that  vengeance  belongs  only  to  God  ?  Have  1  not  wasted  my 
strength,  and  ruined  my  health,  and  those  of  others,  by  in- 
temperance and  sinful  courses  i  Have  I  not  Buffered  ray 
rashness  and  irritability,  upon  many  trifling  occasions,  to  oar* 
ry  me  to  unwarrantable  lengths,  to  the  disturbance  of  do- 
mestic peace,  the  dissolution  of  mutual  friendship,  and  the 
great  hurt  and  danger  of  myself  and  those  donoemed  ? 

7.  Have  I  always  been  chaste,  and  endeavoured  to  avoid   . 
lewdness  in  all  iU  forms  ?     Have  I  taken  care  that  my  pas- 
sions might  not  be  inflamed,  nor  my  imagination  filled  with 
impure  thoughts  or  images,  by  frequenting  those  places, 
uniting  with  those  companions,  perusing  those  authors,  gaz- 
ing on  thpsc  pictures,  keeping  those  festivals,  wearing  that 
attire,  and  adopting  those  manners  which  corrupt  characters 
have  established  to  seduce  and  corrupt  others  ?    Have  1  ne- 
ver attempted,  under  false  pretences,  to  turn  any  away  from 
the  patlis  of  virtue  ?    Have  I  never  thrown  myself  in  the 
way  of  temptation,  or  taken  those  liberties  with  others  . 
which  modesty  forbids  ?    Have  I  kept  myself  free  from  all 
criminal  intrigues  and  indulgenciesi  and  from  the  society  of         i 
those  whose  ways  and  steps  lead  down  to  hell  ?     What  does         ^ 
my  conscience  say  to  these  things,  and  to  others  connected 
with  them,  concerning  which  the  apostle  says  it  is  a  shame 
to  speak  ?    Am  I  clear,  or  am  I  guilty  I 
,   8.  Have  1  been  just  and  upright  in  my  dealings  towards 
all  ?     Have  I  observed  that  strict  rule  of  justice,  to  do  to 
others  ae  I  would  they  should  do  to  me  ?    Hare  I  never  by 
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vexatious  suits  and  iitigaf  ipni  oppressed  or  defrauded  aby 
person  of  his  rights  and  property  ?  Have  I  never  taken  adf 
vantage  of  the  weakness  or  ignorant  of  those* who.  have 
confided  in,  or  transacted  business  with  me  ?  Have  I  upon 
no  occasion,  to  avoid  the  pajment  of  my  just  debts,  proved 
&lse  and  deceitful  ?  Have  I  ra^e  restitution  directly  or  in* 
Erectly  to  any  I  might  have  wnonged  in  th^  characters  or 
possesions  I  Have  I  withheld  the  right  of  thd  poor  and 
needy  frona  them^  when  their  neoessities  and  God  required 
it  at  my  haada  1 1  Have  I  at  any  time  been  guilty  of  any 
apecies  of  knavery  and  deceit  towards  the  living  or  the  dead, 
to  satisfy  jny  vanity,  covetousness,  lust,  and  ambition? 
Have  I  ever  attempted,  in  a  persecuting  spirit,  to  take  away  « 
the  privileges  of  those  religious,  persons  who  have  oonscien«> 
tiously  differed  from  me  in  opinion  or  mpdeof  worship? .  Or, 
if  I  hav^  kept  fit>m  dishonest  practices  towards  men^  have  I 
not'  rabVed  God  of  my  time,  tile  use  of  my  talents,  oC  niy 
heart,  the  worship  that  is  due  to*  his  divine  Majesty,  of  his 
sabbaths  and  ordinances,  and  Us  people,  by  widiholding  the  ' 
justice  due  to  their  principles  and  profession ?  . 

9.  Have  I  always  borne  the  most  hearty  goodi-wiil  to  my 
fellow  creatures,  never  wilfiilly  intending  to  misrepresent 
them,  their  actions  or  designs  ?  Have  I  been  tender  of  their 
character,  and  carefully  shunned  every  thing  calculated  to 
diminish  their  worth  in  the  estimation'  of  others  ?  Have  I 
never  brought  up  a  fidse  report  against  them  on  any  occasion 
whatever  ?  Have  I  never  been  guilty  of  perjury  ?  Have  I 
well  considered  the  solemnity  of  a*  lawful  oath,  and  avoided 
every  kind  of  asseveration,  not  warranted  by  God's  holy 
word,  in  common  discourse,  and  all  un^criptund  appeals  on 
comparatively  trifling  occasions  ?  ^  Have  I  avoided  all  lying 
and  dissimulation  ?  Hate  I  loved  and  highly  esteemed  the 
trath,  and  ever  shewed  myself  its  friend  and  supporter?  Or 
have  I  not  frequently  violated  it  in 'my  own  cause  or  thai  of 
others,  when,  to.screen  myself  or  them  from  fear  or  shame, 
1  have  invented  and  uttered  felsdioods  to  serve  the  pnrposel 
And  have  I  never  aggravated  the  crime,  by  calling  God 
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Unieir  to  witnefis  whsl  I  perfectly  knew  to  be  wide  of 
truth  t 

10.  Ha? e  I  not  plated  vay  happiness  too  moah  in  worldlj 
possessions  and  outward  appearanees  ?    Have  I  not  felt,  on 
this,  ground,  a  spirit  of  envy  against  such  as  I  imagined 
went  bejond  me  t    Hare  I  never  used  any  subtle  raessures 
to  depress  then,  and  by  that  means  to  eult  niyself  ?    Have 
I  not  been  discontented  with  the  allotments  of  a  ^ise  and 
gracious  providence,  murmuring  and  repining,  Insteed  of 
being  tbankfiil  to  tJiat  source  of  wisdom  and  compassioa 
which'  condescends  to  choose  my  inheritance  for  me  1    Havs 
I  not  by  fraud,  gambling,  and  othor  unchristiaii  methods  and 
pretences,  beoome  possessed  of  the  wealth  of  ofliers,  or  at 
least  attempted  it,  whether  I  succeeded  or  not?    Has  not 
the  lust  of  the  eye,  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  and  the  pride  of 
life,  gained  the  predominancy  in  my  heart ;  and  have  not 
these  things  repeatedly  betrayed  me?    Have  I  not  in  these 
and  such  like  things  sinned,  frequently  sinned  against  Gtodi 
Have  1  not  daringly  provoked  him  to  anger,  and  does  not  all 
within  and  withont  me  ehew  me  the  necessity,  the  absolute 
necessity  of  true  f  nd  4infe%ned  rep^itance,  and  mi  interest 
in  him  sriio  is  the  sinner's  only  hope  and  refuge,  in  all  bis 
gufltiness,  weakness,  danger,  and  distressi 
.  If  oD  eaanpination  you  find  that  you  have  been  guilty  of 
amy  of  the  dmags  preamited  to  your  view,  the  next  is  to  eri^ 
ifiiipe  whether  these  offences  against  God  have  been  followed 
by  unftigaed  repentance.    Ask  yourself, 

Have  1  aerioudy  reflected  upon  my  past  misconduct,  and 
the  aoQonnt  I  must  one  day  give  to  CJod  for  the  same  ?  Hal 
it  led  me  humbly  to  supplicate  the  throne  of  grace  for  mer- 
ry, and  while  I  havr desired  salvation,  reformed  my  life ' 
Have  I  bean  contrite,  and  deeply  humbled  on  account  of  my 
vileness  befi^  him  who  has  known  aU  my  wanderings^  D^ 
I  feel  thaidifid  that  I  am  atiU  spared,  and  am  I  now  watoking 
against  additional  transgression  ?  Do  I  now  pay  that  bU 
teation  to  the  dudes  of  my  station  which  God  and  men  ex^ 
pefet  from  me?    Are  my  kopes  #xed  iqpoH  Ae  I>iviae  mercy 


in  Christ  Jesus  my  Lord,  and  wotdd  I  now  be  saved  in  that 
way  and  to  that  extent  which  his  word  requires  ? 

If  these  few  questions  can  be  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
then  the  return  of  the  soul  to  the  fold  of  God  is  begun ;  and 
if  it. persevere,  it  will  soon  be  admitted  into  the  number  of 
the  flock  redeemed  by  his  otim  blood,  and  in  whom  he  has 
seen  of  the  travail  of  his  own  soul,  and  is  satisfied. 

I  shall  here  giVe  a  form  of  confession  of  sin  for  the  use  of 
those  who  seriously  resolve  to  devote  themselves  to  God| 
but  who  have  known  little  of  praying  either  with  or  without 
a  form;  not  condemning  the  former,  but  recommending  tfat 
latter  as  the  more  excellent  way.  As  to  that  stale  objection 
to  extemporary  prayer,  that  it  cannot  be  so  spiritual  and 
acceptable  to  Cfod  as  a  form,  because  it  requires  siome  inge« 
nuity  and  labour  to  clothe  the  thoughts  in  suitable  language^ 
which  must  divert  the  mind  from  him  in  the  same  propor* 
tion  when  we  approach  his  throne  in  prayer,  it  is  scarcely 
worth  bur  notice.  Such  as  make  it  must  have  known  but  little 
of  communion  with  God ;  and  yoa  will  find,  in  using  the 
best  printed  forms,  that  an  attention  to  the  book,  the  coii« 
iitrnction  of  the  sentences,  the  stops,  the  sentiments  perhaps 
not  fiilly  expresnngyour  state  and  feelings,  and  other  things, 
will  p-robably  be  more  distracting  to  your  mind,  than  extem« 
porary  prayer  in  general.  However,  I  know  nothing  wrong 
in  availing  ourselves  of  help  from  othersj  when  we  require 
it,  and  when  practice  has  rendered  us  more  perfect,  we  can 
adoflt  that  method  which  we  find  the  most  useftil  and  re- 

FORM  OF  CONFESSION. 

<  O  liOBn,  the  great  and  dimdful  God,  who  art  glorious  in 
holiness,  feiAM  to  thy  weid,  rick  in  goodness  to  them  that 
love  and  lionaur  thee,  but  justfy  angry  every  day  with  the 
widfed  and  pro&ne;  bow  shall  a  vile,  mnful  worm,  make 
neirtion  of  thy  name,  or  approach  thy  throne  i  Uj  nature 
18  defiled  and  corrupted  by  sin ;  my  tiansgressions  gryat  and 
numerous.  I  have  departed  from  thy  precepts,  forsaken  thj^ 
ardinanoes,  <nr  trifled  ia  thrai;  neglected  my  duty,  and  vio- 
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}EMd  diy  holy  commandmentft.  Thou  hast  crowned  mj  life- 
with  mercy,  and  in  return  I  have  been  exceedingly  ifngrate* 
ful.  I  feel  that  I  am  altogether  unclean,  and  my  righteous- 
ness is  as  filthy  rag&.  I  have  been  unprofitable,  and  am  al- 
together unworthy  of  thy  notice,  thy  favour,  or  thy  prolec* 
tion.  And  if  my  imperfect  views  of  myself  cause  me  to 
make  these  confessions,  how  much  more  must  my  sinfulness 
and  impurity  appear  in  thine  eyes,  before  whom  all  things 
are  naked  and  open,  and  firom  whose  piercing  view  nothing 
can  possibly  be  hid?  I  have  not  brought  forth  (ruit  to  thy 
glory ;  but  have  been  a  curaberer  of  the  ground,  and  thou 
mightcst  justly  have  cut  me  down.  I  have  contrived,  com- 
mitted, spread,  and  defended  iniquity.  My  motives  have 
not  been  pure,  my  connexions  not  such  as  thou  approvest  of, 
and  my  attempts  to  palliate  my  oflTences  have  been  displeas- 
ing in  thy  sight.  Thy  law  has  condemned,  and  my  own 
conscience  accused  me ;  and  after  all  my  pretences  to  piety, 
my  vain  and  frivolous  excuses,  and  my  ill-founded  resolu- 
tions, accuse  and  condemn  me  more  and  more ;  aggravating 
my  sin,  and  increasing  my  sorrow. 

Thy  Spirit  hath  strove  with  me,  but  I  refused  to  hear  bii 
voice.  1  have  disregarded  his  call,  and  hardened  my  heart 
against  his  admonitions ;  and  in  justice  thou  mightest  take 
him  away  from  me  for  ever,  refuse  me  a  place  among  thy 
children,  and  banish  me  from  thy  presence  everlastingly. 

I  have  had  access  to  thy  holy  word,  but  have  not  profited 
thereby,  according  to  thy  purpose.  Neither  thy  invitations, 
threats,  nor  promises,  have  moved  me  as  they  ought.  I 
have  seen  the  Saviour's  tears  without  weeping,  and  heard 
his  groans  without  a  sigh.  He  shed  his  blood  to  gain  my 
love,  and  yet  my  heart  has  been  hardened  against  him  and 
his  sacred  truth  ;  so  dark  and  gross  have  been  my  concq)- 
tiuns  of  spiritual  and  eternal  things.  To  me,  O  Lord,  to 
me  belongeth  shame  and  confiisien  of  fiioe.  Oh,  that  aa 
immortal  spirit,  come  from  thee,  and  so  soon  to  return, 
should  act  a  part  so  unworthy  of  its  nature,  capacities,  and 
high  original  i 

1  lyvc  spent  my  timei  strength,  and  influaoc^,  i«  the  pur« 
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salts  of  vanitjr,  and  empty  pleasures ;  aad,  foolisUjr  uoagin- 
ing  mjself  a  belieter  in  thee,  have  despised  the  riciies  of 
thj  goodness,  snd  added  sin  to  sin.  I  ha?e  thought  meanly 
of  thy  upright  servants ;  derided  their  piety,  and  spoken 
evil  of  their  principles  and  actions ;  while  my  own  self- will 
«sd  the  spirit  of  the  world  have  blinded  me  with  prejudice^ 
insinred  me  with  intolerance,  and  exposed  me  more  fully  to 
tliy.diqdeasnre.  Thy  long*suffering  and  compassion  have 
indeed  been  great  towards  such  a  contemptible  creature  as 
I  am*  Oh  the  never-enoagh*to-he«reprohated  ingratitude 
which  I  have  discovered  towards  Ihee,  my  mercifal  God ! 

No  more  willl  dare  to  bring  my  poor  starved  exercises  of 
formal  devotion  to  merit  thy  regard ;  or  imagine  that  niy 
eold  attention  to  the  ordinary  duties  of  morality  can  turn 
aside  tky  wrath,  or  wash  my  pollated  nature,  and  fit  me  for 
thy  presence.  No  more  will  I  foolishly  attempt  to  unite 
%ke  spicit  of  piety  with  the  spirit  of  the  world,  or  iinagino 
tiiatl  may  oonform  to  the  one  and  possess  the  other.  I  see 
fhaii  requirest  a  right  state  of  heart,  discovering  itself  in  holy 
tempets,  and  truly  virtuous  actions ;  but  as  1  had  not  the 
OB^  I  must  necessarily  have  been  deficient  in  the  otherl 
Ify  iMasting  is  all  stopped.  I  amtfuite  insolvent.  I  have 
nelhiaig  to  faring  te  gain  thy  acceptance.  All  my  righteous* 
ness  is  aa  the  fallen  withered  leaf.  It  cannot  help  me,  and 
without  fliy  mercy  I  am  utterly  undone.  I  have  no  hope  in 
myself.  ,1  deserve  everlasting  exclusion  firom  thy  presence, 
and  ftom  the  glory  of  thy  power.  Yet  spare  me,  O  Lord^ 
apaae  me,  and  turn  me  te  thyself,  that  I  may  live  before 
thee,  for  the  sate  of  thy  beloved  Son,  who  alone  is  the  i«* 
JTuge  of  such  guilty  worms  as  I  am ! 

I  tremble  when  I  consider  my  provocations,  the  severity 
of  thy  juilgmeBts,'and  the  dangers  into  which  I  have  run» 
If  thou  hadst  atrietly  matked  my  iniquities,  I  had  long 
since  been  numbered  with  the  dead  :  I  had  long  since  been 
in  bell,  cut  off  firom  hope,  and  the  subject  of  endless  despaiir. 
And  now,  as  in  the  very  jaws  of  destruction,  1  ask,  Can  such 
a  brand  as  I  am  be  plucked  from  tiie  fire  ?   Can  a  wretch  so 

3f 
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gnOt  J  and  unbol  j  as  I  am  be  saved  ?  Can  1  indeed  be  for- 
given ?  Can  such  sins  as  mine  be  blotted  from  tbj  remem- 
brance  ?  Enter  not  into  judgment  with  me,  O  Lord !  Swear 
not  that  1  shall  never  enter  thy  rest*  I  cannot  bear  the 
devouring  fire,  I  cannot  endure  the  everlasting  burnings* 
Shoot  not  at  me  the  arrows  of  tbj  indignation,  lest  1  be  con<» 
famed.  Thou  hast  spared,  and  O  continue  to  spare  till  I 
have  recovered  my  strength  of  sonl,  before  I  am  called  to 
give  an  aoconnt  of  myself  at  thy  most  jost  and  equitable  bar  ! 
Break,  O  break  this  heart  of  stone ;  remove  its  insensibility, 
and  stop  its  wanderings  I  Help  me  to  grieve  for  having 
grieved  thee ;  and  let  the  sorrows  of  my  soul  open  the  sluices 
of  my  eyes,  that  I  may  weep  bitterly  for  my  iniquities.  Let 
me  look  on  him  whom  I  have  pierced  by  my  repeated  oflfen- 
ees,  and  mcnmi  after  a  godly  sort ;  and  thongfa  my  tears  caa 
never  wash  away  my  sins,  yet  let  them  flow  till  the  sprink« 
ling  Mood  shall  proclaim  pardon  to  my  souL  Thou,  Lord, 
hast  made  me  sensible  of  my  weakness,  poverty,  and  wretch- 
edness* O  leave  me  not  till  I  have  seen  thy .  flalvmiion  I 
Pour  upon  me  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  supplication,  though 
1  have  perversdy  tebellcd  against  thee ;  for  to  thee,  O  LcHrd 
God,  behmg  mercies  and  iwgivenesses!  And  let  not  thy 
curse  be  poured  out  upon  me,  or  thy  tbreatenings  be  con* 
firmed  against  me )  I  have  sinned  and  done  wickedly;  but 
now,  O  Lord,  let  thine  angw  be  lamed  away  firom  me ! 
Ilear  my  prayer,  and  the  voice  of  my  supplications,  O  Lord, 
and  cause  thy  foce  to  shine  upon  me !    O  my  God,  incline 

thine  ear  and  hear ;  open  thine  eyes  and  behold  the  desola* 
tions  of  my  soul ;  for  I  do  not  present  my  suf^lications  be? 

fore  thee  for  my  righteousness,  but  for  ihj  great  nmcies  1 

O  Lord,  hear;  O  Lord,  forgive;  O  Lord,  heariran  and  do; 

defer  riot  for  Jesu's  sake,  thine  only  Son.  Amen/ 

Should  not  this  confession  of  your  sin  and  guiltiness  be 

followed  immediately  by  peace  and  tranquillity  of  mind,you 

must  not  be  discouraged;  and  should  you  fe^l  great  bn^en* 

ness  of  heart,  enlargement,  and  fia*vency  in  prayer,  attended 

with  transient  €omfortS|.and  enlarged  views  of  God's  men^ 
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in  Chrilt,  do  not  too  readilj  perraade  yourself  that  yon  are 
really  adopted  into  the  fiunily  of  God,  though  these  niarka 
often  precede  that  great  pririlegey  and  are  thankfully  to  be 
received  ;  but  wait  in  humble  expectation  tiU  the  Spirit  of 
truth  shall  assure  you  of  the  change,  and  testify  with  yoor 
spirit  that  you  are  a  child  of  God.  In  the  mean  time  give 
yourself  to  prayer  $  attend  the  ordinances  in  continual  ez« 
pectation  of  the  blessing,  as  the  watchman  waiteth  for  the 
morning;  andespeciaUy  exercise  fiiith  in  those  promisei 
which  are  made  to  the  penitent,  till  you  prove  (he  fiiithfiil* 
ness  of  God  in  your  own  experience. 

.    GROUNDS  OF  ENCOURAGEMENT. 

1.  The  promhes. — ^These  are  great  and  numerous,  and  in 
Christ  they  are  all  yea  and  ameu  to  all  that  believe.  If  you 
lend  a  willing  ear,  and  receive  the  words  which  have  pro- 
ceeded from  the  Divine  lips,  you  may  rest  assured  that  they 
will  be  flilfilled  in  you,  to  your  salvation  and  the  praise  of 
hn  men^.  Consider  him  as  speaking  to  you.  in  the  follow- 
ing heart-reviving  language :  ^^  Behold  I  am  mighty,  and  de- 
spise not  any,  I  have  heard  the  voice  of  thy  weqping,  I  will 
receive  thy  prayer.  I  am  a  refoge  for  the  oppressed  in  times 
of  trottUe.  They  that  know  my  name  will  put  their  trust 
in  me ;  for  I  have  not  forsaken  them  thatseek  me*  The  ex- 
pectation  of  the  poor  shall  not  perish  for  ever.  I  hear  the 
desire  of  the  humble,  and  will  deal  bountifoUy  with  them. 
My  words  are  pure  words,  as  silver  is  tried  in  a  furnace  of 
earth,  and  purified  seven  times.  I  will  shew  thee  the  path  cf 
life,  and  my  marvellous  loving-kindnesses:  1  will  save  by 
my  right  hand  them  that  put  their  trust  in  me^  from  them 
which  rise  up  against  them.  I  will  light  thy  cand}e :  I,  the 
Lord  thy  God,  will  enlighten  thy  darkness.  I  have  not  de- 
spised and  abhorred  the  affliction  of  the  afflicted ;  for  my 
tender  mercies  have  been  ever  of  old.  I  will  teach  sinners 
in  the  way.  Be.  of  good  courage,  and  I  will  strengthen  thy 
heart  >  for  my  anger  endureth  but  for  n  moment ;  in  my 


4  Is  .vBorami  op  covTSfttiev*  [Fori  9. 


fii¥Oiir  if  IHk ;  wieeping  wmj  enikire  for  a  nighty  hnt  joj 
cometh  in  the  morniDg.    1  will  confmss  tbee  i^eut  wilk 
songs  of  deliverance.  I  will  guide  thee  with  mine  ^e.    1 0a 
Digh  to  them  that  are  of  a  broken  heart ;  and  saTe  aiieh  aa 
be  of  a  eontrite  spirit;  thej  shall  be  abundantly  eatisfied  with 
the  fiitness  of  aj  house,  and  1  will  giice  them  to  drink  of  the 
ritrer  of  mf  plaaaores.  Call  upon  me  in  the  day  ctf  troaUe,  1 
will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  shalt  gloriQr  me.  My  aacrifioea  are 
a  broken  spirit,  a  broken  and  contrite  heart  1  will  not  despise. 
Cast  thy  burden  upon  me,  and  1  will  sostainthee.    It  is  thy 
infirmity  to  ask.  Will  the  Lord  cast  off  for  ever  i    And  wiU 
he  be  favourable  no  more  ?    Is  his  mercy  clean  gone  for 
ever  i    Doth  his  promise  fitil  for  evermore  i    Hath  God 
forgotten  to  be  gracious  ?  Hath  he  in  anger  shut  up  his  ten- 
der mer«7  i — ^I  am  good,  and  ready  to  foigive,  full  of  com* 
passion,  and  plenteous  in  OMrey  to  aH  that  eall  upon  me, 
nnd  the  set  time  to  fiivoar  thee  is  come.    Thy  soul  bath 
melted  for  heaviness,  but  I  will  strengthen  thee  nccording  to 
my  word ;  and  in  that  day  thou  ahalt  say,  O  Lord,  I  will 
praise  thee ;  though  thou  wast  angry  with  me,  thy  anger  is 
turned  away,  and  thou  comfortest  me.    I  wait  that  I  may 
be  gracious  unto  diee  :  I  will  be  a  hiding  place  to  tfme  firom 
the  wind,  and  a  covert  from  the  tempest :  as  rivers  of  wnter 
in  a  dry  place,  and  as  the  shadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weaiy 
land*   I  am  thy  Judge,  thy  Law-giver,  and  thy  King.  I  will 
save  thee.    1  feed  my  flock  like  a  shepherd ;  I  gather  the 
lambs  with  my  arm,  and  carry  them  in  my  boeom  ;  I  give 
power  to  the  faint ;  and  to  tiwm  dial  have  no  mighty  I  in- 
crease strength,    I,  even  I  am  He  that  blotleth  out  thgr 
transgressions  for  my  own  sake,  and  will  not  remember  Hhf 
sins.    I  will  give  thee  beauty  for  nshas,  the  oil  of  joy  for 
mourning,  the  garment  of  praise  for  the  spirit  of  heavinesa—- 
that'  f  may  be  glorified.    The  Sun  of  Righteousness  sbdl 
arise  upon  thee.  Blessed  are  they  that  uMnm,  for  they  sMl 
1)e  comforted.  Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given  thee ;  seek,  imdlkiu 
ahalt  find;  knock,  and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  thee.  A  tnuia* 
ed  reed  will  I  not  break;  and  smoking  flax  wall  I  iiot<)ttendh 
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soever  ye  shall  ask  io  prayer  believing,  ye  shall  receive/* 

By  these  promises  and  declarations,  selected  from  many 
others  of  a  similar  nature,  you  may  read  that  the  Lord's 
thdughts  .concerning  you  are  thoughts  of  peace,  and  not  of 
evil ;  and  it  may  be  added,  that  there  is  scarcely  a  character 
amongst  men,  expressive  of  tenderness,  affability,  vigilanc(^ 
munificence,  generosity,  and  fidelity,  but  he  has  a^sunied  tha 
same  for  your  encouragement  and  consolation. 

2.  His  tender  compassion. — If  you  were  capable  of  knowing 
all  Ae  offences  that  have  been  committed  against  God,  you 
would  indeed  be  constrained  to  acknowledge  the  infinitu^^ 
of  his  mercy ;  and  if  you  knew  all  Ae  instances  of  his 
fiitherly  pity  to  such  as  have  humbled  themselves  befinip 
him,  you  would  declare  that  he  delights  in  the  exercise  of 
unbounded  goodness.  The  scripture  records  several  iastan* 
ces  of  his  divine  clemency  towards  great  oflfenders,  as  ia  the  ^ 
cases  of  Adam,  David,  Manasseh,  &c. ;  but  these  9re  conu- 
paratively  few  in  number,  when  we  consider  the  changp 
produced  in  the  hearts  of  sinners  by  his  word  and  Spirit  in 
the  successive  ages  of  the  world.  It  n  not  necessaiy,  how.- 
ever,  to  go  fiurther  than  yourself  to  prove  the  gyreatness  of 
his  mercy.  Consider  the  benefits  heaped  iqpon  you  from 
your  birth  to  the  present  moment.  Have  you  wanted  an|^ 
mankier  of  thing  that  is  truly  good  ?  Have  you  not  had 
feed  to  eat  and  raiment  to  wear  ?  Have  you  not  been  safe^ 
brought  through  numerous  difficulties  and  dangers  ?  Hane 
you  not  escaped  death  when  yon  seemed  to  be  at  its  very 
gates  ?  If,  as  so9ie  have  calculated,  there  are  about  thirty  lail- 
lions  of  deaths  annually  among  the  human  race,  how  thic^L 
and  fiist  have  the  fiital  arrows  flown  around  you  I  Yet,  havr 
ing  obtained  help  of  God,  you  continue  to  this  hour  ?  Is  it 
not  also  agreat  mercy  that  your  lot  has  been  east  in  a  land 
where  the  gospel  is  clear^  and  fully  preached-^^wbere  its 
.posver  is  both  dedared  and  eiqperienced  i  Is  it  not  of  the 
^Lord's  compassion  that  yon  are  not  given  up  to  the  hardr 
-ne»  of  youa  Jmait,  and  snfeoKd  to  IbUow  yonr  own  inviep- 
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tions  ?  If  you  have  felt  a  piercing  sense  of  jowr  sins,  it  is 
to  prepare  youibr  pardon,  and  it  Springs  from  the  mercy  of 
yonr  God  and  Saviour.  He  is  now  waiting  to  be  gracious, 
and  ready  to  receire  you,  that  you  may  be  satisfied  with  the 
richness  of  his  house,  and  drink  of  his  pleasures  as  out  of 
the  river.  Look  at  the  tenderness  and  affection  of  pareiits 
towards  their  offspring,  and  inquire  who  planted  and  pre* 
terres  it  there  ?  Is  it  not  from  the  Father  of  mercies,  and 
the  God  of  all  consolation  I  And  if  these  drops  produce 
Buch  delightful  and  excellent  effects,  what  must  be  the 
infinite  and  eternal  source  from  whencci  they  spring  ?  Take 
courage  from  these  considerations.  The  Sun  of  Righteous- 
Beds  i^ill  speedily  rise  upon  your  soul  with  healing  in  his 
wings,  and  your  sins  shall  be  as  fiir  removed  fixnn  you,  as 
the  east  is  from  the  west.  Look  up,  for  the  day  of  your 
redemption  draweth  nigh. 

9.  His  faithfulness. — "  He  abideth  fiiithful,  (said  the 
mpostle)  he  cannot  deny  himself.*'  Whatever  gracious  words 
Imve  proceeded  from  his  lips  will  all  of  them  be  fiilfilled  in 
their  season ;  and  he  will  fulfil  in  you  all  the  good  pleasure 
of  his  goodness,  and  the  work  of  fiiith  with  power.     Yon 
may  rest  assured  that  as  you  seek  you  shaU  find.    It  cannot 
possibly  be  otherwise.    Did  God  in  strict  justice  require  a 
perfect  satis&ction  for  your  sins;  and  was  it  not  paid  in  the 
dreadful  sufferings  and  meritorious  death  of  your  Lord  and 
Saviour  i    His  resurrection  from  the  dead,  and  ascension  to 
^^  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  the  Majes^  Hl  the  hea- 
vens,*' loudly  declare  the  acceptance  of  his  active  and  pas- 
sive righteousness;  and  that  he  has  obtained  eternal  re- 
demption for  us.    And  can  it  be  that  you  'Should  be  refiised 
the  benefit  of  his  atonement,  and  spurned  from  his  feet  in 
seeking  to  avail  yourself  of  his  kind  inritations?    It  cannot 
be.    The  attribute  of  justice,  which  you  so  much  dread,  is 
now  in  your  fiivour,  and  demands  for  you  the  accorapUsb* 
ment  of  all  the  promises  which  are  given  to  minkind  in 
Christ  Jesas.    It  requires  that  you  should  feel  the  effec* 
tual  workixigs  of  almighty  power,  that  by  th»  change  pro* 
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duced  in  you^  Jesus  shottld  see  of  the  trayail  of  his  aouly  and/ 
be  satisfied ;  and  that  you  should  taste  his  grace,  and  glorify 
your  God.  Who  then,  or  what,  can  keep  you  from  the  en« 
joyment  of  hi&  fayour,  for  whose  sake  you  are  willing  to 
leave  whatever  is  contrary  to  his  will?  If  justice  ceases 
from  making  its  demands  upon  you,  and  even  requires  that, 
you  should  be  blest,  of  what  can  you  be  afraid  ?  The  right 
hand  of  the  Lord  has  the  pre-eminence,  and  will  confound, 
your  enemies,  and  cast  your  sins  into  the  sea  of  oblivion,  to 
be  found  no  more.  Lift  up,  then,  your  eyes  to  the  everlast- 
ing hfljsy  from  whence  your  help  eometh ;  and  you  shall  pro- 
claim,  ^  This  is  my  God,  I  have  waited  for  him,  and  he  is 
become  my  righteousness;  I  have  trusted  in  him,  and  am 
not  co-founded  ;  I  can  set  to  my  seal  that  he  is  true :  yea^ 
I  prove  that  his  fiiithfulness  is  as  the  strong  mountains,  aqd 
that  his  truth  ahideth  (or  ever. 

4.  Go(Fs  gracious  dealings  with  dhers.-^The  means  made 
i|se  of  in  the  wisdom  of  God,  through  succeeding  ages,  to  en- 
lighten mankind,  have  been  successful  in  producing  the  con* 
version  of  myriads  of  souls,-  both  in  this  and.  other  nations. 
We  have  especially  beheld  in  our  days  the  goodness  of  God, 
in  raising  up  hosts  of  witnesses,  to  declare  his  power  and 
willingness  to  save,  and  they  are  still  increasing.  In  all 
probability  you  have  known  some  of  these,  and  have  seen  in 
theni  ^^  the  wonders  of  redeeming  grace."  Here  then  cast 
the  anchor  of  your  steadfast  hope,  and  say^  if  others,  sunk  ia 
sin  ^nd  misery  like  myself,  have^  through  Divine  goodness, 
been  delivered,  so  may  I.  If  many  who  probably  had  no 
more  to  recommend  themselves  to  God  than  I  have,  have, 
by  drawing  near  to  him,  obtained  mercy,  so  may  L  If  he 
graciously  received  them  for  the  Mediator's  sake,  he  wHl,  if 
I  come  to  him  in  the  same  way,  also  graciously  receive  me. 
If  they  were  encouraged  by  his  kind  invitations,  and  ven-. 
tured  their  souls  upon  the  word  of  promise,  90  may  I ;  ami 
as  fully  expect  to  succeed  as  they  did.  If  it  was  not  pre- 
sumption in  them,  thus  to  come,  it  is  none  .in  xne.  If  they 
were  received  to  the  glpiy  of  ,God^  through  Mil? ving  14. 
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Christy  %6  sliall  I.  The  Lord  did  not  tiplmtid  tiMn  ftir  tinir 
sin  and  ingratitude)  neither  will  lie  upbraid  me.  It  is  as 
though  I  heard  them  all  with  one  voice  declare,  If  he  could 
tkke  ta  in^  he  will  not  cast  you  otd;  and  how  can  I  disbelieve 
them?  The  Spirit  sajs,  Come;  and  the  Bride,  the  Church, 
say 8^  Come;  and  mj  soul  says,  Come,  Lord  Jesus.  If  you 
iHust  reason,  let  it  be  after  this  manner,  and  it  will  be  ctf  es* 
sential  service  to  you  in  sedbdng  salvation. 

5.  The  ftumiliatwn  of  the  Lord  Jesus. — If  you  would  be  be* 
itefitted  by  this,  endeavour  to  get  a  heart^affecting  view  of  his 
great  sufferings  on  your  account ;  aiid  to  obtain  tliis,  cAter 
into  a  devout  meditation  on  his  unexampled  love,  and.  your 
Keart  will  be,  t  hope,  fcMf  attracted  by  it,  to  chooae  aind 
hove  Mm  for  ever.  You  mSiy  adc^t  the  foDowing,  or  a  aimi- 
lar  method,  and  may  Ae  Divine  blessing  attend  it  1 

O,  almighty  Savi\our,  whose  goings  forth  have  been  from 
^verliisting ;  who  f  irom  the  'beginniDg  wast  with  God,  and 
who  art  God  over  aB,  and  blessed  for  ever ;  by  whom  and 
fbr  i^hom  all  thinrgs  were  made,  and  without  whom  nothing 
was  made  that  is  t  toade;  andliy  whose  power  and  providence 
the  pillfiirs  of  th  je  earth  are  supported,  and  by  whom  4he 
whole  universe   consists,  and  has  subsisted  to  the  present 
moment:  O  givB  me  right  and  honourable  sentiments  of 
flte^,  and  of  thy  matchless  love  to  the'fallen  race^and  espe« 
cially  to  thy  ran  somed  captive,  who  looks  to  tfate  to  be  ftdly 
freed  from  his  s  Ins,  and  from  all  the  tyranny  of  hell !    How 
shall  I  be  able '  to  express  what  thou  bast  done  ?    How  shaB 
my  heart  conce  iive,  or  my  tongue  declare  thy  pity  and  con« 
descension  ?    7  For  me  thou  didst  divest  thyself  of  thy  gloiy^ 
sis  Lord  of  all   ;  and  though -rich,  and  the  great  proprietor  of 
all  worlds,  tb^on  didst  for  my  sake  become  poor,  that  I 
through  thy  p  overty  might  be  made  rich— ^that  I  might  be 
illled  with  all  possible  spiritual  blessings  for  ever!  Thou  now 
caTIest  me  to  'the  rich  repasts  of  thy  grace  and  mercy,  and 
Boldest  out    io  my  faith  the  more  sumptuous  banquets  of 
Vernal  love.     O  my  Saviour,  if  1  may  call  thee  by  that  en-, 
dfearing  ham  u,  fcU  mo  what  moved  Ihec  to  leave  Ae  bosom 
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otihff  FatlHir>  and  to  qiul  thj  glorious  thfone  for  mjr  sake-^. 
vbat  Cftftfed  Ifaee  to  interett  tfajself  in  my  desperate  <!aiHie, 
Imd  that  of  my  Ibllowa  i  What  cduldat  thou  see  in  oar  na« 
ture  to  attrwit'thy  notics^  or  to  fix  thy  regards;  stript  of  our 
pristina  gloi^r^  spiritnally  diseased,  deejay  polluted,  poor 
and  wretched)  weak  and  helpless,  lost  and  nndoiie  ?  Surely 
it  ^raa  lord  alone  that  moved  thee  to  compassionate  our  dis* 
trelMes;  Ae  h^e  which 'many  waters  of  unkindaess  could  not 
'qjaendi^  whkh  iloods  of  basest  human  ingratitude  eoiddneo 
ifti  drowa  1 

•  Oi  ye  miaisters  of  flame,  that  tread  his  courts,  and  wait 
around  his  eternal  tiirone^  what  mnst  have  been  your  asto* 
■iskment  when  ye  beheld  him  disrobidg  himself  of  his 
darling  effulgence,  to  become  incarnate  fiir  guilty  man ; 
hiding  hinkself  under  a  servant's  ibrm,  and  mixing,  al* 
BoAt  unknown  and  disregarded,  amoftgst  tho^,  and  in  that 
woiM  -  he  came  to  redeem !  I  no  longer  woildet  at  your 
taptures  or  your  songs.  Still  may  you  aim  to  reach  the 
summit  of  your  wishes,  still  nlay  all  your  orders  exert  theit 
pdWm*-*4lk^ur  utmost  powen  to  advan»  his  glory. 
:  Ye  happy  sAints,  who  have  cast  off  the  heavy  load  of  morta« 
lity,  aad  escaped  from  this  tempestuous  woriUl,^  ye  are  where 
ye  would  fae^  and  with,  htm  ye  love.  Te  who  behold  Us  fiice 
mbd  see  )hs  f^ory,  in  whose  blood  ye  washed  your  robes  and 
made  them  whilt,  and  through  whom  ye  were  made  more  than 
eouqueroH;  afed  I  call  upon  you  to  love,  to  praise,  tedelight 
y^urselfM  in  Um  ?  Ah,  no  1  with  capacities  enlarged,  with 
vlewaandfedlings  worthy  of  yOur  exalted  station^  ye  cense  not 
day  or  aight  to  magnify  his  grace,  and  admire  his  love.  O 
Imppy  ^Ats,  where  aie  new  your  sufferings  and  aomplaints  i 
.Gode^  gone^  never  to  return  1  Ye  forget  Uie  roughness  of 
the  jodnwy,  in  the  sWeettiess  of  the  rest  aud  glories  of  your 
lasting  ireiddenoe.  The  hand  that  healed  your  nature,  hath, 
with  a  tenderness  ttmt  cannot  be  described,  wiped  the  last 
*tMir  firpm'your  eyes,  arid  crowned  yoiir  honoured  brows  with 
•iMrfading  and  ^enml  Joys.  What  must  be  the  tfentimenta^ 
what  die'  gfalitpda  thfit:swelU  yomr  bosoms,  whUe  ye  ga^e 
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oa  the  glorious  and  umiillied  beau^  of  your  King,  and  re- 
ceive those  smiles  which  fill  you  with  wonder,  love,  and  bliss 
unspeakable  ?    Ob,  may  I,  when  removed  ftom  this  state  of 
darkness,  and  dislodged  from  this  humiliated  body,  but  in- 
crease your  ranks,  and  join  your  chorus  with  my  praise 
Methinks.I  hear  you  say,  When  we,  like  you,  weK  the  heirs 
of  mortality,  it  was  his  love  that  won  our  heart»-4t>was  the 
dedarations  of  his  glory  that  engaged  our  aflbetlons,  though 
uaaeen  ;  and  what  we  heard  was  a  true  report :  but  one  h^ 
neither  was  nor  could  be  told  of  what  he  is,  or  of  what  he  has 
prepared  for  us,  or  of  the  manner  in  which  he  reveals  him- 
self, or  confers  his  fiivours.    His  grace  isr  as  full  and  free  foe 
you  as  then  it  was  to  us ;  and  when  prepared,  his  glory,  which 
we  now  behold,  will  prove  as  great,  as  excelleati '  and  as 
endless  to  your  spirit  as  it  does  to  our's  I    Oh  let  me  Kve  to 
thee  my  Lord  I    Oh  let  me  taste  thy  love,  and  be  what  tho« 
]5equire8tl    Then  shall  that  blessedness  be  mine ;  and  then-^ 
but,  Oh,  my  soul  cannot  repay  this  debt  of  love;  yet  shall  it 
love  and  praise  thee  for  ever  1 

And  O,  ye  servants  of  God,  who  are  pressing  thnw^  this 
state  of  trial  to  those  celestial  mansions,  ye  have  seen  him 
by  &ith  whom  my  soul  longs  to  love  and  serve ;  ye  do  not 
diseourage  the  approaches*  of  my  trembling  steps  to  bis^  seat 
of  mercy :  ye  tell  me  of  the  pleasantness  of  his  irays,  aad  the 
nehks  of  h^  grace :  ye  lift  np  holy  hands  in  prajrer,  and  yonr 
<^es  are  board  for  such  as  I  am  1  Oh  when  shall  I  call  yoa 
together,  and  increase  your  joy,  and  fill  your  Ups  with  praise, 
whila  i  tell  you  what  he  hath  done  for  my  soul  1  Ye  beheld 
Ifiia,  and  your  hopes  were  not  disappointed ;  ya  believed,  and 
it^as  done  unto  you  according  to  your  faith.  I  a|ialt  also 
'.believe  and  love  my  Saviour,  and  your  Saviour;  my  God, 
;and'your  Gh>d.  I  wait  the  word  that  shall  unite  mm  to  yonc 
victorioas  and  happy  bands;  and  then  I  shall  praise  him  w]i# 
is  tlio  health  of  my  countenance  and  my  Grod. 
.  Yes,  O  my  sufiering  Lord,  can  I  look  upon  thy  painfid 
passage  throi^h  our  world,  and  not  be  constrained  to  cry, 
Behold  how  he  loved  us !    I  trace  it  in  ererf  stepi  hear  it  in 
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evevy  word,  and  m9xk  it  in  every  action*  The  sick  approack 
thee^aod  are  healed ;  the  indigent  look  upon  thee,  and  are  r^ 
liey«d :  the  mourner  is  comforted,  the  ignorant  instructed^ 
and  the  hjrpocrite  detected ;  the  rash  mre  repressed,  and  tht 
diffident  encouraged  $  thj  friends  misunderstand  thee,  and 
are  set  jrigfat ;  thy  enemies  reproach  and  blaspheope  thy 
character,  but  who  so  blind  as  thyself  to  their  rage,  who  so 
deaf  to  their  malicious  calumnies  ?  Thy  soul  was  armed 
with  patient,*  generous,  and  unconquerable  lore,,  and  has 
completely  triumphed  over  all. 

.  For  UB  thou  didst  part  with  all  the  comfi>rts  of  domestic 
life)  the  foxes  had  holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  nests;  but 
thou  didst  not  reserve  a  place  for  thy  weary  head» 

Thou  didst  wander  through  the  country,  made  sacred  by 
thy  presence,  dispersing  the  mists  of  error  which  had  long 
envclloped  all ;  attended  not  by  legions  of  aagelic  spinitfl^ 
though  at  thy  command;  nor  by  crowds  of  philosophers  and 
Jeamed  rabbies,  though  thy  wisdom  excelled,  fiur  excelled 
them  all;  but  by  plain,  unlettered,  yet  upright  men,  subststr 
ing  on  the  scanty  and  precarious  bounty  and  benewlence  of 
others. 

Tliou  didst'  not  regale  thyself  at  splendid  banquets  pre« 
pared  by  thy  order.  Thou  wast  contented  with  the  coarsest 
fare;  and  yet,  when  the  good  of  others  required  it,  thou  wast 
seen  at  the  nuptial  feast,  and  didst  accept  the  invitations  qf 
those,  who,  from  curiosity  or  a  better  motive,  were  desirous 
of  having  thee  at  their  table,  to  teach  us  that  courtesy  and 
^ffiibility  are  perfectly  consistent  with  the  deepest  piety. 
This  was  not  because  thou  hadst  not  the  means  in  thy 
power,  to  have  richly  provided  for  thyself  and  thine,  as 
thousands  of  thy  bearers  could  testify :  it  was'to  teach  us  that 
thy  love  brought  thee  from  heaven,  not  to  be  ministered  unte^ 
but  to  minister  and  give  thy  life  a  ransom  for  many. 

As  the  sun  in  the  firmament,  thou  wentest  about  doing 
good,  with  healing  and  reviving  influences;  and  all  who  felt 
themselves  distressed,  and  applied  to  thee  for  help,  were  sure 
0  $ii4  a  friend;  and  kft  ^y  presence  folty  satisfied  with 


fh^r  reception^  while  Ifcefa*  Bonh  Exulted  iii  ihj  potter  taft 
goodness. 

Bat,  Oh,  when  I  behold  the  kst  scene  of  th)r  ijioat  holjr 
life,  how  IB  my  mind  variousl^r  drawn  and  affected  F  One 
ffliile  I  see  thee  diseofering  the  most  exalted  friendship,  and 
contemplating^  the  situation  of  those  whom  thou  lotedst, 
when  thou  shcruldst  be  taken  awaj  from  them«  I  see  thee 
•triving  to  tear  thjrself  awaj  from  them,  adrising,  eneonrag^ 
tug,  eomfi>rting,  making  them  the  most  gracious  promises, 
and  concluding  the  last  meeting  in  the  most  suUime  exercisi^ 
of  tpiritual  ^votion;  and  am  ready  to  say,  who  that  hears 
i>f  thee  would  not  desire  thy  frendship  above  all,  and  sooner 
offend  the  whole  woi*14  than  forfeit  thy  fiivour,  which  ii 
better  than  life  itself:  and  then  I  turn  to  visit  the  solemn 
theetre  of  thy  bitter  agony,  and  dreadful  conflict.  Soon  I 
am  carried  to  thy  sorrowftil,  or  sleeping  friends,  and  noit 
to  thy  treacherous,  watchful,  and  exulting  enemies.  There 
the  old  serpent  appears,  as  brandishing  his  sting,  and  col* 
)e0tiqg  all  his  hellish  venom ;  and  here  tremendous  justice, 
mnutittg  to  receive  the  fullest  satisftctioh  for  the  multiplied 
offences  of  mankind,  whose  only  substitute  thou  art.  While 
all  within  my  nature  may  justly  weep,  and  ciy,  avert  the 
blow!  it  more  loudly  far  demands  that  the  blow  be  struck  I 
"Now  I  mark  thy  grieft  increase :  thou  seemest  stricken  of 
^Qod,  ifnd  afflicted;  but  thoo  bearest  our  grieft,  and  carricst 
our  sorrows.  Thy  seol  was  heavy,  sore  amazed,  and  exceed? 
iag  sorrowful,  even  unto  death;  but  the  deadly  baptism 
.must  bf  performed,  and  the  bitter  cup  prepared  must  b6 
^drunh,  or  man  is  eternally  nndone«  Oh  what  most  have 
been  the  anguish  of  thy  sool,  when  in  the  garden,  exposed, 
en  that  cold  night,  to  the  open  sky,  thou  didst  sweat,  as  H 
were,  dit^s  of  blood,  flilliiig  down  to  the  groundr  ^  though 
thy  human  nature  must  necessarily  dissolve  under  the  pres- 
sure of  thy  sufferings  I  And  didst  thou  not  endure  aD,  that 
my  soul  mi|;ht  be  washed  from  its  numecpus  crimes  and 
pollutions? 

For  us  th<>i»  didst  sun-end^r  tliyself  intt>  the  hands  of  bru* 
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liA  laid  <r|ttl  v«i»  tillering  th^Mlf  to  be  botm€  ttd  M  €1^ 
live  to  the  tribunmls  of  blood«tkirsty  and  deecitfiil  jud||«9| 
faooriiif  with  ttnezampled  pati^noo  all  tho  launto  and  revile 
ilifi  of  tby  eOTiowi  advemriei,  while  thy  mercileM  leourgw 
ore  laoersted  thy  enftebled  body  till  thy  garmento  were  dyed 
with  the  erimton  sftreaim.  Yet  these  etrtpesi  were  they  noi 
reeeiVedy  and  these  farrows  made,  that  I  might  be  healed? 

Thou  didat  permit  thyself  to  be  unjustly  condemned^  and 
to  be  led  as  a  lamb  to  the  alaughter ;  and  as  a  sheep  before 
her  shearers  is  dumb,  m  thou  c^oedst  nort  thy  mouth.  Thj 
head  was  crowned  with  thorns,  and  other  ensigns  of  mocfc* 
royalty  were  put  upon  thee  by  those  who  set  thee  at  nought; 
luid,  amidst  scorn,  hissing,  and  reproach,  thou  wast  haled  to 
that  altar  on  which  the  atonement  must  be  made  for  all,  thy 
rery  murderers  not  exoeftted.  Here  they  pierced  thy  hatida 
gud  thy  feet|  nailing  thee  to  the  ignominious  and  accursed 
tree ;  and  while  nature  in  convulsions  seemed  to  upbraid 
their  horrid  impidty,  thou  didst  dismiss  thy  spirit  and  die^ 
that  we,  wretched  sinners,  might  be  pardoned,  obtain  eternal 
happiness,  and  reign  with  thee  for  erer. 

Oil  what  tongue  shall  declare  the  dimensions  of  thy  lovel 
Who  shall  express  the  unfathomable  depth  of  thy  compae^ 
sioB,  oic  tell  of  thy  goodness  ?  O,  my  Lord,  was  it  not  for 
my  sake  thou  didst  endure  the  croes,  despising  the  sham^ 
and  humbling  thy  self  to  death :  were  not  my  hands,  my  voiec^ 
my  sins,  in  all  this  i  Oh  melt  my  heart  widi  this  mysteiy 
of  bleeding  love  i  Shew  mie  the  obligatfians  under  which  Hum 
bast  laid  me  to  love  thee  again,  and  let  my  added  life  bo 
ponstantly  spent  in  admiration  of  thy  mercy,  and  confomiity 
to  thy  holy  mnd  Uesaed  will.  Thou  wilt  not  disdain  tho 
bumble  ot^riBg  of  my  tears,  nor  treat  with  contempt  dw. 
sighs  and  reaolotioBS  of  m  broken  heart;  but  thou  wilt  bring 
me  Ibrth  from  the  pit,  in  which  there  ia  no  water,  as  a  pri» 
matt  of  hope;  and  deU?er  me  from  all  my  ftars,  dbat  I  mag^ 
glorify  Ay.  name. 

6.  ^  pcaAeitf  sMtf  of  #iciMl.^f  you  look  bade  to  that  past 
of  your  life  ia  whieh  you  naither  carod  ebovt  ^our  aoul  nor 
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ibe  glorf  of  Ood,  or  that  part  of  it  in  whidi  you  o|^}o6ed  &• 
light  apd  convictions  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  and  W^re  determin* 
ed  to  follow  the  world,  and  compare  it  with  your  prasent 
state  of  mind,  you  will  see  a  great  diibrence,  and  such  a  dif- 
ference as  will  cause  you  to  be  thankfld;  and  the  more 
thankflil  you  are  for  past  fayours,  the  more  your  mind  will  be 
prepared  to  receive  whatever  the  Lord  hath  promised  you. 
Though  you  are  not  what  you  wish' to  be,  nor  what  the 
Lord  intends  you  to  be,  yet  it  is  a  great  mercy  to  knoiv  that 
the  good  work  is  begun  which  is  to  make  you  meet  for  the 
inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light,  and  this  persuasion  will 
encourage  you  to  wait  patiently  till  you  have  seen  his  sal-^ 
Tation. 

While  you  remained  ignorant  of  true  religion,  and  inaen- 
Bible  to  its  worth,  you  neglected,  if  not  despised  it;  now  you 
regard  it  as  the  greatest  blessing  bestowed  upon  mankind, 
and  are  astonished  at  your  folly  and  ingratitude  in  eontriving 
to  live  without  it.  Your  feeble  hopes  of  heaven^  were  built 
on  the  sandy  foundation  of  a  very  slender  morality ;  the 
superstructure  was  the  stubble  of  human  opinion,  ^ub^ 

'  ed  over  with  the  unterapered  mortar  of  bigotfy  and  sel&eon- 
ceit:  you  now  see  all  this  Babel  fallen,  God  in  merey  hath 
abolished  it,  that  you  may  build  upon  the  rock  of  ages ;  and 
though  you  begin  in  godly  sorrow,  the  top-stone  will  be 
brought  on  with  joy,  and  the  building  will  be  made  to  stand 
the  most  furious  shock  of  the  contending  elements,  that  are  to 
try  its  worth  and  stability.  This  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  it 
now  does,  or  soon  will  iqipear  marvellous  in  your  eyes. 
.  You  are  now  enabled  to  ^*  renounce  the  devil  and  all  his 
works;  the  pomps  and  vanities  of  this  present  evil  world; 
die  sinful  desires  of  the  f  esk;"  and  many  foolish  and  hurt- 
fttl  prejudices  which  keep  the  truth  of  religion  jfiroro  entering 
the  heart  of  man,  and  bar  out  that  charity  which  should 
glow  in  the  bosoms  of  all.    What  a  glorious  victory  is  this ! 

Yoa  have  broken  through  those  chains  which  bind  the  feaifu^ 
md  unbelieving  to  a  lijfo  of  sense,  crime,  and  folly,  and  ml\ 
soon  find  that  your  leet  are  9p t  ja  a  large  room, . 
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"  You  now  probably  beg!  a  to  be  acquainted  with  the  de8« 
pised  followers  of  Jesus,  and  to  understand  a  little  of  what 
is  meant  bj  the  communion  of  saints.  You  hav6  an  oppor- 
tunitj  of  seeing  their  union,  and  the  necessity  of  scripturaP 
discipline ;  of  hearing  their  instructive  conversation,  and 
mrtingany  inquiries  you  choose  concerning  your  present 
etate  of  mind,  or  fie  blessings  you  expect ;  and  how  they 
must  be  received,  Improved,  and'  retained.  You  now  be- 
come an  object  of  thdr  care;  are  interested  in  their  prayers; 
'and  fhough  you  may  begin  Kke  them  to  meet  with  reproach, 
you  kho#  that  this  is  countervailed  by  the  honour  oT  their 
firitodship  and  regard.  Now  every,  trace  of  pers^iition 
Icfttvito  your  niind,  and  you  can*  readily  make  allowaricetf 
for  tbe  wMlmesIr  4r<'ig^oranc€f  which  may  discover  itself 
nmong  anv  of  tbtm,  When  you  hav^  ev^ry  reason  to  beKeve 
tiiiftir' motives  are  pure  in  the  si^  of  God. 

Every  thing  belonging  to  the  kingdom  of  God  wears  a 
tleW  iispect,  and  this  will  increase  as  you  proceed  on  your 
f#ayi ,  ^faat'^rude,  indigested  notions  of  fitith  had  you  once! 
-^I^^at'poor  ti^ifling  views  of  the  purity  and  extent  of  the 
DiviM  law  I  What  confused  id^as  of  the  riches  and  subli« 
itfty  of  tho  holy  gospel  I  How  mean  and  insignificant 
that  worship  which  was  not  exactly  after  your  method,  and 
IfoW  profiinely,  wiih  many  others  perhaps,  did  you  speak  of 
rcdIgKras  experience,  or  listiened  with  satisfaction  to  those 
tlmt'  did  so !  What  a  high  opinion  had  you  formed  of  some, 
Tor  the  outward  appearances  of  pieiy,  who  were  strangers  to 
its  power;  and  with  what  contempt  did  you  loc^  down  on 
those  who  had  the  power,  but  not  the  means  of  courting 
woirldly  respect  and  honour !  Now  you  see  that  where  hu- 
mility, meekness,  and  love,  are  wanting,  all  appearances  in 
the  sight  of  him  that  tries  the  heart  are  nothing,'and  should 
be  esteemed  as  nothing  by  the  enlightened  mind. 

You  had  no.  conception,  or  refused  to  see,  that  many  of 
the^  things  denominated  innocent  among  men,  are  full  of 
eva  tendency ;  yet  you  imagined,  that  to  he  deprived  of 
thiii  wfifttld  plunge  you  into  melancholy  and  distress.    The 


scene  ii  at  Ictist  dmiiged ;  aii4«  while  ypu  see  tbeir  empti* 
Beas^  jrou  ure  fully  peraaaded  that  such  as  drink  of  the  para 
river  of  the  water  of  life,  partake  of  joy  tar  rapmior  io  aU 
earthly  vanities.  Yea,  yourselves  have  almidy  felt  mors 
tatisfactioii  when  weeing,  eonfessing  your  ain^  admiriag  the 
Divine  compassion,  reading  his  word,  wd  resolving  on  a 
holy  life,  than  you  ever  found  in  vain  and  sinfiil  pl^nrssi 
for  your  present  practico  will  be^r  reflectipn,  the  othf r  wUl 
pot. 

,  7.  Preoahme  offmlh  mi  p^er.^U  due  ^Iteiitfmi  hi 
paid  to  this,  it  cannot  fiol  of  being  helpful  toyo^  w  Qopniny 
to  God.  You^  ni«ky  say  of  the  fiersons  spokf aofin  scriptawei 
thaffc  th^ir  fitith  8^  acquaMMce  with  hm  w^/s^muck 
greater  than  your^a.  TJlis  is  true  with  ivqpsrd  to^isoie^  bnl 
Bot  to  ^U ;  mration  bsiing  made  of  thost  wl|q  cert^nly  did 
not  possess  such  reUgious  privilege^  as  you  do«.  Lo(  us  a#* 
ticeafew. 

See  what  power  Ahrahain  h«d  trith  God  in  ih^;  QMt  of 
Sodom;  where  you  have  a  fine  speeia^en  of  hwililB  |hitk) 
held  importunity,  and  succes^rql  appUt^tiom  to  w  astwiflb- 
ing  degree,  on  bis  part;  and  on  the  part  of  fjod>  of  pajtient 
iMftring,  tender  compessioD,,  and  in^ile  ^ondeainnfie^ 
Gen.  xviit  SS-^SS. 

In  Jacob,  when  he  wrestled  with  the  Angfl  of  tb^  cfit* 
oant  all  night,  to  the  bnpahiiig  of  the  4ay«  *^  Let  m^  gs^^'  said 
theAngeL  ^^  J zvitf  nol IdlAed gia (si4d the  r^solMe aid i» 
portunate  patrinreb)  tmkii  tkou  Ucmb  mMj  wd  be^  Uwed 
him  thetV  Gen.  uxii.  96, 89.  Thi49  he  had  power  witk 
fG^od,  who  is  called  the  Angela  and  prevailed  t  b^  w^  aiMi 
made  supplication.  And  1  mqy  diaw  the  same  iAfef<Meie  ss 
tbe  propiiet  did,  and  say,  TherefiMre  turn  thwi  to  thy  God; 
keep  mercy,  and  judgments  aad  wait  on  tk(f  Gdd  eonHfaiaaHri 
and  in  thy  wresting,  thou  also  shfiU  prevail  with  baai  that 
'wills  to  give  thee  snob  att  astonishing  victory* 

Consider  well  the  prevalence  of  laith  aad  pn^r  ia 
Elijah,  who  is  said  to  baya  been  a  man  of  like  pasiseae  with 
Gfuiselvcs.     The  iniauities  of  Israel  cauaad  the  Isofd  .te 
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witfthoU  di6  nis  of  iMiTeBy  tiU  regetation  was  nearly  das* 
trowed*  Hb  promised  his  servant,  on  sending  bim  to  bis 
revolting  people,  that  he  wonld  send  rain  upon  tbe  earthy 
thai  is^aa  tbe  ar^nt  shews,  on  their  renouncing  their  idolatrjr^ 
and  acknonledging  hitfi  as  tlieir  lawful  Sovereign.,  This 
was  done  in  Hke  mimcolons  eoosumption  of  Elijah's  sacrifice^ 
npoB  which  the  proaaise  of  rain  was  given :  the  prophet  then 
retived  for  prayer,  mad  ceased  not  crying  to  Grod,  till  his 
prajer  was  answered,  and  the  promise  fulfilled;  sending 
his  servant  seven  times  to  look  towards  the  sea  for  the 
rising  of  the  cloi^  who,  as  apon  as  he  saw  a  smaU  <«# 
arise,  was  dismissed  to  earry  the  jojful  news  of  an  abundant 
l^n*  This  small  cloud  was  the  forerunner  of  the  wished-*for 
aosvi^er,  and  was  soon  followed  bjr  a  stormy  sky,  which  re« 
freshed  the  drooping  face  of  nature,  and  restored  it  to  ita 
former  state  of  froitfulnessy  1  Kings  xviii.  42,  46,  Jaoies  t« 
17, 18.  FroriD  hence  we  learn  that  where  a  promise  is  givea 
on  >«|iieh  to  gnmnd  our  confidence,  the  fulfilment  of  it  may 
not  talcer  place  without  importunity  in  prayer« 
.  l^hen  the  four  friendly  neighbours  broiq^bt  the  pamlytif 
to  our  Lord^  and  could  not  obtain  access  to  him,  tb^  were 
so  stroag  in  faith,  that  they  broke  through  the  ordinary 
rules  of  deoorum,  and  while  he  was  teaching  the  people,  let 
him  down  from  the  top  of  the  house  into  the  midst  of  the 
eongregaiion ;  which  wa#  so  fiur  firom  being  censured  by  him^ 
that  he  conmiended  their  fiiith,  blotted  out  the  man's  sins^ 
healed  bim,  and  sent  him  away  rejoicing  in  his  deliverance} 
and  this  miimcle,  as  well  as  others,  was  intended  not  merely 
to  confirm  our  faith  in  the  truth  of  Us  doctrines,  \Mt  to  as* 
fans  ns.  that  it  ia  he  alone  that  can  remote  our  sins^  and  heal 
onr  woonded  souls^  Hvak  iu  3^*  19. 

We  have  another  ingtance  of  the.  afflicted  Wisman.  wbo^  tp 
obtasn  relief  from  a  difltressing  complaint^  had  auffered  many 
things  from  nmny  physicians,  -fm  whom  she  had  spent  all 
her  anhstaace,  ^mi  was  nothing  bsAtar,  but  rathor  g;reW 
worsef  when  she  heard  of  Jeens^  tesdlv^  if  possible  to 
tosKh  his  gar|raat^if  she  eonid  eppcoaeh  U9  near«r  hlfr^* 

3h 
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MMi,  believing  if  she  did  Ais  the  woaM  be  restored.  Tbe 
crowd  which  surroanded  him  was  so  great,  that  it  most  be 
attended  with  no  small  degree  of  difficulty,  for  <me  afflicted 
as  she  was,  to  eiTeet  her  purpose  i  bat  her  lirely  fiiith  snr* 
mounted  all,  and  was  crowned  with  success.  She  touched 
his  clothesi  and  in  an  instant  felt  in  her  body  that  her  com- 
plaint was  gone.  Jesus,  hnowing  that  virtue  had  gone  out 
of  bin,  turned  him  about  in  the  press,  and  said,  ^Who 
touched  my  clothes  ?'*  Thus  looking  after  his  believing,  n* 
stored  patient,  not  to  upbraid  or  condemn  her  fi>r  having 
dared  to  snatch,  uninvited,  such  a  fiivcHmr,  but  to  end  the 
fears  and  trembling  which  had  seined  upon  her ;  to  establish 
the  cure;  to  dismiss  her  with  his  approbation,  and  to  fill  her 
aoul  with  his  unutterable  peace— a  blessing  &r  exceeding 
the  return  of  bodily  health,  Mark  v.  24— S5. 

The  Syro*Phenician  woman  is  also  a  proof  of  the  power 
of  feith  and  importunate  prayer.  Our  Lord  went  to  the 
borders  of  Tyre  and  Sidon,  and  would  have  no  man  know  it  i 
but  he  could  not  be  hid;  fmr  this  woman  having  a  daiightec 
vexed  with  a  devil,  and  having  heard  of  his  great  power, 
cried  after  him,  saying,  '*  Have  mercy  on  me,  O  Lord,  thou 
Son  of  David:"  piercing  words  these  for  his  compassionate 
and  sympathueing  heart;  however,  to  teach  us  a  lesson,  he 
answered  her  never  a  word!  This  did  not  discourage  her : 
she  continued  to  erj  till  the  disciples  interested  themselves 
in  her  cause,  and  said,  **  Send  her  away.*'  The  answer  th^- 
received  appeared  as  forbidding  as  his  silence:  <<  I  am  noi 
sent  (said  he)  but  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israd."' 
She  might  now  exclaim,  *' All  these  things  are  against  me;^* 
yet,  she  still  urged  her  requests.  She  entered  the  house 
where  he  was,  fell  at  his  feet,  worshipped  him,  and  cried, 
Ijord  hdp  me.  He  said,  <<  Let  the  children  first  be  fed ;  for 
it  is  not  meet  to  take  the  children's  brand  and  cast  it  to  the 
dogs.*'  Did  she  not  now  leave  off  petitioning,  and  go  home  ? 
No,  not  without  his  blessing.  She  replied,  *'  Truth  Lord  : 
yet  the  dogs  eat  of  thcjerumbs  which  fidl  finom  their  msster's 
table.'*    She  now  -touched  the  tender  feeliiv*  ^  Us  woL 
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He  could  hold  out  no  longer :  ^  Oy  woman,  great  is  tby  fttth ; 
be  it  onto  thee  even  as  thon  wilt/'  Then  she  arose,  and 
when  she  came  home  found  her  daughter  healed  and  laid 
upon  the  bed,  Mark  xvii.  S4 — 31,  Matt.  xv.  81. 

Suflbr  me  to  mention  the  case  of  one  more,  and  then  I 
think  sufficient  will  hare  been  said  on  this  subject  to  induce 
jott  to  make  trial  yourself  of  the  power  of  fiuth.  It  is  that 
of  Mind  Bartimeus.  Jeeus  happened  to  pass  with  a  liEiuIti* 
tude  of  people  the  road  where  he  sat  begging.  Hearing  so 
many  passing,  he  enquired  what  it  meant;  being  informed, 
he  cried  aloud,  *^  Jesus,  thou  Son  of  David,  have  mercy  up- 
on me.*'  Many,  as  they  passed  along,  being  displeased  with' 
his  cries,  *^  rebuked  hiro,  and  bade  him  hold  his  peace ;  bu|;' 
he  cried  out  so  much  the  more  a  great  deal,  Jesus,  thou  Son- 
of  David,  have  mercy  upon  me."  The  prayer  of  fhith  pre^' 
vailed,  and  stopped,  not  the  luminaries  of  heaven,  as  did  Jo* 
shua :  it  stopped  him  by  whom  and  for  whom  all  things  were 
made.  ^'  Jesus  stood  still,  and  commanded  him  to  be  call- 
•d:''  anid  he  came  to  Jesus,  who  <'  said  unto  him.  What  wilt 
thou  that  I  shall  do  unto  thee  t  And  he  answered.  Lord, 
that  I  may  receive  my  sight ;  and  Jesus  said  unto  hiro.  Re- 
<eeive  thy  sight;  thy  fiiith  hath  saved  thee;  and  immediately 
he  received  his  sight,  and  followed  him,  glorifying  God." 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured,  from  a  few  scriptural  examples^ 
to.set  before  you  how  acceptable  fidth  and  prayer  are  with 
the  Lord ;  and  if  you  truly  believe  in  him,  your  soul  wil) 
•eon  rest  in  the  bosom  of  his  infinite  mercy. 


4ft  rMORM»  or  eoxTBEtidf*     .     {Pmt  9« 


CHAP.  V. 

OJT  FAITH. 


ITS  OBJECT. 

^^  Fait9  (a«  described  io  tiie  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews)  is  tbe 
substance  (or  persnasiaB)  of  things  hoped  for,  th<$  eiridencft 
(or  coavictioj])  of  things  not  seen/*  by  which  we  are  to  un^ 
derstand  the  ftilh  which  embraces  religious  truth  in  gene« 
sal;  as,  that  there  is  a  God»  that  he  is  the  Maker  and  Lord  of 
all,  that  he  is  the  supreme  J4idge9  that  the  soul  is  imroortal^ 
that  man  is  an  accountable  being,  that  there  is  a  future  state 
gf  rewards  and  punkhmantSi  that  our  bopea  should  be  placed 
net  on  earthlj,  but  on  heavenly  thiflgSy  &c« :  which. majr  ia? 
cih^dei  if  die  promises  of  spiritual  ^roiirs  in  the  present  life 
ara  to  be  taken  into  the  account)  &ith  in  Christ,  aa  our  grest 
atiftiing  sacrifice;  or,  in  other  words,  justifying  faitlu  See 
IJeb,  si.  18,  14,  and  3^.  Supposing  this  to  be  intended,  it 
is,  boi^¥er,  too  obscurely  expreesed  ia  this  place  by  the 
apoatle  for  ua  to  confine  our  views  entirely  to, hie  dasqiip- 
tionof  foiUi;  seeing,  he  speaks  chiefly  imr^e^u^e  to  these 
wrlm  Uvad.  under  the  patriarchal  and  legal  di»pensat|OB% 
who,  it  is  reasonable  to  coiidude,  were  net  favour^  with 
such  distinct  views  as  ourselves  of  the  way  of  salvation,  I 
would^  therefore,  call  justifying  &ith,  that  faith  which  is 
given  of  God  to  the  truly  penitent,  and  which  ia  wrought  in 
them  by  the  operation  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  Col.  ii.  18;  by 
which  they  confide  in  the  Lord  Jesus  as  their  wdjf  and  $uf' 
Jicient  jBavionr,  and  fi-eely  accept  him  in  all  his  officer  as  held 
forth  in  the  gospel. 

This  not  only  implies  a  knowledge  of  their  sinful  state  by 
nature  and  practice,  but  also  a  full  persuasion  of  the  ab^* 
Ittte  necessity  of  their  |)eing  reconciled  to  their  offended  God 


•ad  FitbeTi  tiiimi^  tlie  Merito  of  hit  weU-beloyed  Son,  wlio 
(Uctae  Ukelh  away  the  eiiis  pf  the  worlds  and  .who  alonc^ 
tbeBefore,  10  the  proper  object  of  their  faith ;  for  if  ^^  when  Ve 
were  eDemies  we  were  reconciled  to  God  by  die  death  of  his 
Sony  tnttob  nore,  being  reooneiledy  we  shall  be  sared  by  his 
lifis,"  Rom.  ¥»  10, 8  Cor.  ▼•  19.  A  penitent  then,  that  would 
lie  saved^  and  receive  the  Atonement,  most  believe 

1.  That  Jesus  is  the  JSon  of  God,  John  i.  49,  ix.  35, 38. 

S.  That  he  is  the  Saviour  of  the  world^  John  i.  S9,  S  Cor^ 
▼.  14,  16»  / 

3.  That  his  sacrifice  was  truly  merkorious,  Epb.  t.  2^ 
Bob.  ii.  0,  xii.  8. 

4f  That.be  is  possessed  of  abBolole  power  to  save,  Rom* 

5*  That,  he  is  exeeedingly  willing  to  rec^ve  liii%  S  Cor* 
w.  19, 90,  Qeb.  vi.  17,  18. 

C.  And  that  it  aiay  be  Nowt  Cone,  Snt' all  things  are  van 
ready,  Lahe-xiiF.  17. 

.  Not  th«t  every  penitMtofestparticalariaeaUtheaethioga 
in  his  rniud^  and  obeerve  this  order;  nas  for  as  a  man  maji 
ypeAk  and  veason  i^onchisivdy,  withoat  undefStendiag  tbs 
rules  of  logic,  so  one  that  19  looking  for  salvation  may  thus 
believe,  though  he  may  not  then  observe  it,  especially  where 
the  Lord  makes  short  work  in  removing  gtiilt,  and  bringing 
|a  the  rig  teoasness  promised  to  the  believer.  Whoever 
thus  comes  to  God  through  Christ  will  ftnd  aeceptance« 

ITS  ACTINGS. 

To  illustrate  this  saving  fiiith  a  little  more,  let  ue  take  « 
yiew  of  those  scriptures  which  present  it  to  us  under  differ* 
ent  forms.  In  this  th^  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God  emi« 
HWtly  appear,  in  meeting  the  views  and  dispositiops  of  meO| 
that,  as  all  are  called  |q  the  obedience  of  iaith,  it  may  be 
fendercd  as  plain  and  easy  as  possible. 

It  is  called  comij^  to  Christ.—^  I  am  the  bread  of  lift ;  he 
that  Cometh  to  me  shall  never  hunger ;  and  he  that  be^/fuih 
on  me;  shall  qever  thirsty  Jobp  vi.  ^«    Here  the  sonl,  cpn^ 
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icious  of  ito  own  wants,  and  tke  inraiicmie^  of  others  to 
Supply  them,  drawn  by  the  Saviour's  benevolence  and  kind 
invitations,  approaches  with  earnest  desires,  that  it  maj 
partake  of  his  benefits,  and  live  through  him. 

It  is  represented  as  a  recehmg  of  Christ. — ^^  As  many  as  re* 
eeived  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  become  the.8ons  of 
God,  even  to  them  that  bdieve  on  his  name,"  John  i.  12.  He 
is  acknowledged  as  the  true  Messiah,  as  being  made  of  God 
unto  us  wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctification,  and  redemp- 
tion ;  for  whoever  thus  heartily  receives  him,  most  truly  and 
scripturally  believes. 

It  is  looking  at  Christ — as  in  the  case  of  the  brazen  ser* 
pent,  every  one  that  looked  upon  it  lived,  compared  with 
Isa.  xlv.  S2.  ^^  Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  saved,  all  ye  ends  of 
the  earth :"  and,  John  iii.  14,  ^<  As  Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent 
in  the  wilderness,  even  so  must  the  Son  of  Man  be  lifted  up: 
that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
eternal  life."  Here  the  soul,  sinful  and  diseased,  and  in  dan* 
ger  of  eternal  death,  knowing  that  all  others  are  physicians 
•f  no  value,  directs  all  its  attention  to  the  Lord  Jesus,  puts 
itself  under  his  tender  care,  and  waits  his  pl^asure^  till  it 
lj»els  itself  completely  restored. 

'  It  is  set  forth  to  us  by  hearing  himy  John  v.  S4,  S5. — <<H6 
that  heareth  my  word,  andbelievedi  on  him  that  sent  me, 
hath  everlasting  life.  The  dead  shall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son 
of  God,  and  they  that  htar  shall  live."  Eveiy  true  pene- 
tent,  sensible  of  his  past  wandering  pind  liableness  to  err, 
distrusts  his  own  judgment,  and  places  implicit  confidence 
in  his  Lord,  and  fbllows,  as  an  humble  disciple,  his  perfect 
example  and  righteous  precepts. 

^  It  is  frequently  called  truiting-^^^Jn  his  name  shall  ths' 
Gentiles  Ircisl — ^I  will  trust  and  not  be  afraid.  Matt.  xii.  21 ; 
Isa.  xit.  S.  Here  the  soul  depends  on  Christ  as  the  only 
sure  foundation,  building  all  its  hopes  of  present  acceptance,' 
and  future  happiness,  on  his  merit  and  righteousness  :  and 
be  who  is  the  Rock  of  Ages,  will  never  fail  those  that  ^^« 
Mela  him,  or  suffer  thenr  to  be  confounded^ 


It  18  spoken  of  ulider  the  idea  of  feasting."^^^  Exteept  ye 
eai  die  flesh  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  drink  his  blood,  je  haTO 
no  life  in  jou — ^He  that  eaieih  me,  eren  he  shall  live  by  me, 
John  Ti.  53,  65.  Here  the  life  of  the  soul  is  shewn  to  arise, 
from  its  ikit^  in  the  great  atoning  sacrifice,  and  can  only  be 
presehred  by  the  same  means.  Nothing  can  keep  the  belie- 
▼er  in  spiritual  health  and  vigour,  but  his  continuing  to  par« 
take  of  the  benefits  resulting  firom  the  Saviour's  death  and 
intercession,  as  the  body  can  only  be  preserved  by  earthljr 
Ibod,  or  what  is  suitable  to  its  nature. 

It  is  also  represented  by  several  other  similes,  as  taking 
in  marriage,  Rom.  vii.  4,  Eph.  v.  31  ;  to  graftings  Rom.  xi. 
SO ;  to  zMking  and  arising^  Eph.  v.  14 ;  to  walkings  John 
▼iii.  18  ijljfing  for  refuge,  Heb.  vi.  18,  &c ;  all  which  disco* 
ver  the  willingness  of  God  to  receive  all  that  turn  to  him^ 
and  that  seek  him  with  their  whole  heart. 

ADVICE   TO  BELIEVERS. 

AvD  now  my  friendly  readers,  having  drawn  from  the 
^  glorious  gospel  of  the  blessed  God"  such  views  of  our 
•inful  state  both  by  nature  and  practice,  and  the  encourage- 
ments it  affords  to  real  penitents,!  hope  my  labour  has  not 
been  in  vain.  If  you  ha<e  not  obtained  the  salvation  here 
described,  the  way  is  plain  before  you,  seek  and  ye  shall 
find.  Jesus  is  waiting  to  be  gracious.  May  he  this  mo- 
ment seal  pardon  on  your  souls,  and  fill  you  with  peace  and 
joy  through  believing ;  if  you  have  attained,  and  can  '^  joy 
in  God,  in  having  received  the  atonement,  suffer  me  to  give 
you  a  little  advice. 

It  may  be  that  your  souls  are  so  truly  happy,  that  each  of 
you  nay  be  ready  with  old  Simeon  to  say,  ^^Now  lettest 
thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  for  mine  eyes  have  seen 
thy  salvation  f*  or,  after  the  manner  of  the  apostle,  *^  God  has 
revealed  bis  Son  in  me — I  am,  crucified  with  Christ,  ne<* 
vertbeless  1  live,  yet  not  I,  but  Christ  liveth  in  roe,  and  the 
life  I  now  live  in  the  flesh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
Qod^  who  loved  m^  and  gave  himself  for  me  }**  and  wttti  thi 


432  PKOG&BStJdY  ooH^BBsidy.  \TmtS* 

ps^hnist,  Not  unto  me,  not  UDto  me^  but  to  his  aame  he  tbe 
gloiy.  This  is  certainlj  news  of  the  best  kind,  and  you 
bononr  yjonr  Lord,  in  proving  and  professing  that  ^^  his  joks 
is  easy  and  his  burden  light/.'  that  ^  his  senrice  is  perfect 
freedom,*'  and  its  reward,  ^^  joy  unspeakable  and  foU  of  glo« 
yy ;"  but  remember  that  as  you  met  with  temptations  befora 
you  tasted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  so  you  must  prepare 
for  trials  and  diflBculties  afterwards.  I  wish  not  to  discoa< 
rage  you,  fer  from  it ;  for  as  evexy  obstacle  gmwe  way  to  the 
,  lively  exercises  of  your  feith  in  our  Emmanuel,  they  will  still 
do  the  same;  yet  it  does  not  follow  that  you  are  to  have  no 
conflicts.  We  have,  however,  this  to  comfort  us,  that  no 
temptation  shall  overtake. us,  but  what  is  common  A^  men, 
and  that  a  way  shall  be  made  for  our  escape,  that  we  may 
be  able  to  bear  it*  God  is  the  most  compassionate  of  all 
beings,  and  his  kindness  at  all  times  ought  tto  encourage  you 
to  proceed  in  the  path  of  righteousness.  Let  it  then  be 
your  care  to  observe  all  his  commandments,  for  in  keeping 
o(  them,  there  is  great  reward,  and  though  ycm  may  some* 
times  meet  with  trials  from  different  quarters,  ysil  as  yoil 
have  been  made  to  rejoice  already  in  the.  Lord,  he  will  still 
support  and  comfort  you.  As  the  bridegroom  rejoieelh 
over  the  bride,  so  will  your  God  rejoice  over  you.  Here  is 
cause  for  much  thankfulness,  and  ground  of  confidence; 
still,  however,  yod  will  find  where  you  look  fi>r  reward^ 
there  works  must  first  be  done. 

1.  Be  willing  to  receive  instruction  flrom  aU,  eveft  Ae 
poorest  christian.  Not  only  avail  yourselves  of  the  advaa* 
tage  of  books,  and  public  instruction,  but  labour  espeeiallj 
to  attain  to  tf  ue  spiritual  experience  from  teperienced  be- 
lievers, whether  rich  or  ppor.  Deep  piety  is  oftener  fennd 
among  the  latter,  than  the  former,  therefore  be  carefhl  not 
to  despise  them.  Seize  upon  every  part  of  truth  as  ft  dis* 
covers  itself  to  you,  whether  as  pointing  out  to  yow  the 
duties  required,  or  the  privileges  belonging  to  you.  Ia 
the  midst  of  all,  have  a  judgment  of  your  own,  cofricted 
ly  reason  and  common  sensoj  and  under  the  infiuinia  of 
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|race,  WInifb  MH  ennhU  you  to  act  decidiv^ly.  Tbig  ^il) 
keep  jou  from  being  tossed  about  bj  every  wind  of  doctrine 
on  the  one  hand,  aifd  {^reserve  yon  from  rain  toAcetC  oti  the 
Mhei^,  wblcH  19  tr«ly  d^Irable^  for  its  instability  wiH  stop 
yonr  process  in  piety  before  Gei^  so  conceit  anci  taniiy 
Will  rendei^  you  contemptible  t6  discerning  m^n,  GMiuin#  * 
christian  ^tbffltcity  arid  firmness  ih  a  good  cadse,  ar^  hrghly 
comroenddble  when  guided  by  diirine  wisdom ;  learn  tHer^ 
*  Ibre  duly  to  prize,  ^nd  coiteci<enffoCrarly  to  prdctis^  tteiA. 
8.  Expect  oppositfoh  in  9&(Ae  fbtm  Or  other  for  the  frikth*^ 
»al€f.-*-Yott  may  pi*eserf  e  decency  of  mdrals,  and  even  zeal^ 
in  somel  ctthei,  it  ya^  v&t  liof  suspcftted  of  r^al  piety,  and  be 
approved  of;  bbt  let  it  onfc^'W  discovered  that  you  ihak^ 
proiessioii  off  bcailLlKIf  fetf^on,  and  you  Win  be  regarded  in  d 
diflTetent  light.  <<  He  Hm  h  after  the  flesh  will  ^rsecute 
him  that  i0  after  the  spirit.''  You  nllty  have  proved  t6^  truth 
of^  ft  is  aUready ;  itn^  if  it'  should  ^ill  be  your  lot,  do  liot  bit 
dufcburafged,  no'f  deem  it  a  disgtace.  Let  your  fkce  bo 
stated  iCgaitist  f^pi'oach  and  shame  in  the  caud«  of  your 
divine-  liWrter.  '  When  refiled,  bow^v^r,  do  not  revito 
ag^ui.  Sucb' persons  ^oufd  ratW  excite  pity  than' revenge. 
Retnembei^  the  compassionate  6|iirit  of  Jesus,  who' bo)^  the 
contradict}6ns  of  shiners  against  himself^  in  admirable  pa^ 
tiehce,  and  sabmftteff  him^lfto  d^th  for  their  salvation* 
Th€?  cause  of  piety,  i*rhlcfcy6u  havi6  espoosM,  is  God^s  cani^  | 
therefore  be  firhf  in  ifj  and  yoii  ^ill  always  prove  that  he 
wlib  is  fof  you  is  grerft^r  ihiin  aBt  your  enemies.  Conisider 
how  courageously  mAiy  {iibu^  persons  htfv'e  withstood  both  - 
th6  (towns  and  f atterf^  bftheir  pef secutots,  and  ha^e  eV^j 
prefbtted  dc^th,  ih  M  mdst  terrific  fbrms,  to  alj  those 
worldfy  advsmtages  wMch  are  iri<!dnfpati6le  With  a  good'con-' 
Science.  hH  AeiV  inrtf^|lidiiy  stiihutate  ytni  to  walk  in  t6eilf 
spirit  and  ways;  sMds^M}^oub§  Called  lb  b^tr  tbc^iir  bur^ 
dbiis,  you  wilF  also  shaiVIKeii*  hoi^iSdrs  and  r^wafds.  The 
^&tK  idiic^  exposes  any  to  persecution^  for  tfae  pi^ty,  f\tmk 
(fiti  i^tHderob^  tongue,  to  fh^  burning  fiery  fiirnac^  ft 

pSMA  fi<^  ^ffindio^^d  end-  with  the  MesSiog  of  heaven^ 

■•  •  -  * 
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and  crowns  the  sufSsrer  with  marked  diatiiiettoii  and  greater 

3.  Keep  the  path  of  diit J. — ^Thereisnosafi^tjanywhereelse. 
Renember  k  is  said,  ^^  We  are  hia  workmaDsfaip,  ereated  in 
Christ  Jesos  unto  good  works,  which  God  hath  before  or<« 
dained  that  we  should  walk  in  theoi.*'  Let  these  words  be 
imprioted  on  jour  mind,  and  thej  will  keep  jou  from  think- 
ing lightly  of  any  of  his  commands,  and  guard  you  against 
the.  insinuations  of  those  who,  under  pretence  of  exalting 
Christ  and  his  merits,  are  undermining  his  authority.  Should 
you  meet  with  those  who  speak  or  write  thus,  be  on  your 
guard ;  .which  is  the  more  necessary,  while  your  grateful 
and  enlightened  mind  is  overflowing  with  love  and  joy  at 
the  glory  and  astonishing  condescension  of  yonr  Lord ;  for 
you  are  then  in  the  greatest  danger  of  imbibing  those  plau- 
sible but  unseriptural  notions  which  magnify  grace  and 
fiiith  to  the  exclusion  of  good  works.  Your  fidth  must  be 
manifested  to  others  by  your  obseryance  of  all  the  Divine 
commands.  Attend,  therefore,  to  every  personal,  domestic, 
social,  civil,  and  religious  duty,  with  all  your  souls ;.  that, 
walking  worthy  of  OcxI,  and  shedding  a  holy  Instre  around 
you,  you  may,  through  the  merit  of  your  Lord,  obtain  a 
xi^t  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  enter  the  city  of  the  liying  God, 
to  s^  his  fkce  and  rejoice  before  him  etemaUjr.  This  is  the 
race  set  before  you  in  the  wisdom  of  God;  run  it  then  with 
patietice  and  perseverance,  and  the  prifee  is  sure. 

4.  Avoid  disputation  as  much  as.  pos9ible.*-You  will 
sometimes,  in  all  pvobability,  be  involved  in  it ;  and  when  this 
is-  the  case,  be  careful  to  preserve  unanimity  of  temper^  and 
fibide  by  the  vitals  of  Christianity.  Disputation  will  tend  to 
perplex  you,  and  divert  your  attention  from  better  things. 
Should  you  be  capaUe  of  managing  a  dispute^  and  eome  off 
victorious,  you  will  have  gained  nothing;  Ibr,  in  general^ 
disputants  are  resolved  not  to  be  convinced-;  and  when  jo^ 
imagine  your  work  to  be  finidied,  you  will  have  itnlttoil^ 
over  again.  •  Fondness  for  certain  fiivourite  oplnieais,  not 
the  love  and  search  of  truth,  brings  miSft  i&p«tMts  inta  sne* 
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IsoQ.  Should  onj  doubt  arise  in  your  nuod  coneeraing  iiiij 
particular  doctrine  ivhich  you  cannot  solve  yourself,  consult 
jour  move^Kperieiieed' christian  acqnaintance,  whose  advice 
will  be  Idnd  and  sineeroy  and,  while  you  retain  your  simplip 
<itiy  ia  Christy  generally  sufficient  to  settle  and  traoquHise 
your  mind ;  while  opinionists,  and  wrangling,  noisy  dispu^ 
tantft,  lirill  lead  you  from  the  kernel  to  the  husk,  and  fill  you 
with  vain  conceit  or  ftlse^Jiumility.  The  sura  of  the  gosipel 
is  love,  and  whatever  diminiabes  or  adulterates  it  must  be 
ehunned,  while  that  which  tends  to  eonfimi,  promote,  and 
draw  fi>rth  its  heavenly  principles  into  action,  should  be 
eagerly  sought  and  firmly  retained.  It  is  well,  therefi>re,  to 
Ibllow  the  apostolic  injunction,  and  withdraw  yourself  from 
those  who'  will  not  consent  to  the  wholesome  words  of  the 
Xord  Jesus,  and  the  doctrine  which  is  aceordiag  to  godli* 
ness ;  for  ^^  such  are  proud,  knowing  nothing,  but  doating 
about  questions,  and  strifee  of  words;  whm'eof  cometh  envy, 
strife^  railings,  evil  surmisings,  perverse  disputings,"  &c« 
The  less  you  have  to  do  with  such  characters  the  better. 

'5.  Aim  at  walking  closely  with  God. — If  you  trifle  in  re« 
ligion,  you  will  become  an  easy  prey  to  temptation,  and  filV 
your  minds  again  with  guilty  fears;  but  if  you  attend  sei* 
riottsly  to  it,  there  is  no  such  danger.  You  will  meet  with, 
various  trials  to  exercise  your  graces;  but,  armed  with  the 
armour  of  righteousness,  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left, 
you  will  break  through  all  opposition,  and  triumph  over 
every  enemy.  Press  after  constant  humility,  unceasing 
prayer,  universal  conscientiousness,  entire  dedication  of 
yourself  to  God ;  and,  in  a  word,  all  the  mind  that  was  in 
the  Lord  Jesus,  Endeavour  to  walk  in  all  his  ordinances,, 
to  understand  bie  word,  to  reverence  his  sanctuary,  to  ob« 
serve  bis  sabbaths,  to  be  thankful  for  his  mercies,  and  to  im« 
prove*  the  talents  committed  to  your  care*  Tbea  will  the 
Spkit  of  adoption  reveal  himself  sweetly  and  clearly  to  your 
aovl.  Ail  ihiegs  will  then  become  subservient  to  your  hapv 
friness,  your  prospects  will  be  bright  and  fair;  and,  after  hav* 
l^fl^idone.  9iid  8Pff^C^d.bt9  righteous  will  be}oW|  ^ot|  iriD  «t 
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imt  fyll  aafeep  oh  bis  bosoin,  and  itwake  inihat  faappte 
srorid  above,  sfniling  in  faifl^arms. 

6.  And  lastly. — On  a  survey  of  vhat  baa  beam  advanced^ 
va  see  tbat  the  great  ends  Giod  had  ia  view  ta  tbe  braiatioa 
of  man,  were  bis  own  glory  and  hiicreatni^'  bappiae»^ 
jth^t  wben  man  sinned  and  canie  short  of  that  glory,  as  a  just 
andboly  Beiag,  he  diasdnd  him  in  riigbteoasnasfl^  but  did 
not  al^aadon  him ;  on  the  icontrary,  be  gave  bis  onfyrb^ottea 
£onto  be  a  ransom  for  him;  and,  having  pointed  him  out 
lhnou|^  several  successive  ages  hf  various  meana,  seat  hiis 
ai  the  appointed  time  to  accomplish  all  his  gradona designs: 
-he  has  opene^.  wide  the  gates  c^  heaven  to  all  that  actept  of 
Us  salvation:  be  now,  by  goodness  all  his  own,  is  constanllj 
using  every  means  consistent  with  his  glorious'perfections 
«nd  our  accountability  to  bring  us  to  tbat  etennd  state  of 
light,  of  glory*    Let  all  then,  into  whose  hands- Aese  Knes 
may  fall,  consider  well  their  ways,  and  if  they  have  bidierlo 
j«mained  destitute  of  his  saving  grace,  begin  diligently  to 
seek  his  &vonr  and  regain  his  image.    Let  the  humbled  pc- 
•iiitent  look  up  with  confidence  to  him  through  the  precious 
bkiod  of  Jesus,  and  he  shall  prove  him  fiiithfiil  to  bis  word. 
Let  the  happy  believer  pursue  his  way  to  his  FatheiPa  house, 
with  songs  of  gnUitude  and  praise.    And  let  all -unite  in 
t  praying  that  his  kingdom  may  come  in  all  its  glorious  fiil- 
ness,  and  tbait  his  will  may  be  done  <m  earth  as  it  is  is 
lieaven* 

In  the  next  part  of  this  work,  the  subject  here  slight^ 

touched  upon,  will  be  more  fhlly  explained  and  enforced; 

and  I  hope  with  satis&ction  and  profit  to  tliose  who  sire  de- 

.  airous  of  being  not  only  almost,  but  Christiana  akegether. 

•But  befone  1  finish  this  third  part,  as  I  have  mentioned  per- 

•  aeootion  a^  likely  to  follow  real  believers  in  one  shape  or 

•  other,.  I  think  it  proper  to  spend  a  few  pages  in  treating  on 
'  that  subject;  fi>r  though  the  late  Act  of  Parliament  is  Ukelj 
.  to  prove  highly  t}eneficial  in  checking  the  fury  of  certain  is* 

•  dividuals,  and  clearly  points  out  to  us  the  candour  of  the 
ruUng  powers^  yet  still  the  enmity  of  the  carnal  wind  wiU 


^^Uoomr  itwlf  on  mu^  occaeioiig  towards  thbee  whotenunds 
€Ure  tttvned  towiirde  God,  and  his  holy  ways.  Let  us  then, 
in  addition  to  y/flfai  has  already  been  observed,  dwell  a  little 
Mi  the  subject  of 

THE  PERSECUTION  OF  RELIGIOUS  PERSONS. 

Pebskcutiqn  generally  arises  from  a  hatred  of  piety,  mis^ 
taken  notions  of  religion,  misguided  aeal,  or  a  $erce  vindic* 
4ive  disposition ;  and  its  aim  is  either  to  turn  aaide  the  persor 
^uted  party  from  what  are  conridered  as  th^  strictnesses  of 
religion  into  the  spirit  and  temper  of  the  world,  or  to  opr 
press  and  grieve  them  when  they  oaanot  succeed.  Nothing 
^an  justify  this  conduct,  because  no  nian  has  any  dorainiop 
over  the  coBscience  of  another,  that  prerogative^aloMging 
to  God  alone,  who,  in  effect,  has  said  concerning  his  coAr 
seientious  servanie,  ^  Touch  not  my  anointed)  and  do  my 
^fHTophets  no  harm."  Such  may  think  they  are^doing  God 
service;  but  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  re<^oncH^  a  p^rseqa)^ 
ing  spirit  with  religion  or  religious  pretences  at  all. 

That  individuals  among  the  persecuted  m«y  have^  from 
various  causi»s,  provoked  the  spirit  of  persecution,  i^  not  de- 
nied; but  this  cannot  justify  the  conduct  of  persecution  to- 
wards-those  who  have  avoided  such  imprudences.  The  if^ 
Docent  ought  never  to  be  condemned  and  punished  as  the 
guilty. 

Persecutors  often  cover  their  designs  by  saying  it  is  not 

.nligion,  but  its  counterfeits,  fiinatictsmi  and  enthusiasm^ 

which  they  eppose.    If  an  explanation  of  these  temls  b^  rf- 

quired,  you  must  not  expect  a  satisfiM^toiy  answer;  <mly  it  is 

axcess,  mistake,  or  the  abuse  of  religion. 

When  exceis  is  intended,  the  opposition  is  founded  on  thgt 
scripture  which  cautions  us  not  to  be  <^  righteous  overmuch;" 
taking  it  for  granted  in  this  case  that  the  whole  of  their  se- 
nous  deportment  is  only  an  affected  and  insincere  diq[>lay  of 
piety,  forgetting  that  Diviiie  conunahd^  ^^  Judge  not,  that  ye 
be  not  judged."  ^  O,  bat  it  is  carrying  things  too  far!'  How 
•  iir  ;    To  love  God  with  all  the  heart,  and  our  neighbour  §• 
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dureelves/ Oiight  thef  notta  be  carried  thus&r;  and  i»n  tb^ 
be  carried  fai^ther?  It  would  be  well  if  persecutors  went 
these  lengthS)  then  thej  would  be  peraecntors  no  lomgier. 

Bu^  thej  mistake  the  nature  of  religion,  add  on  this  ground 
they  must  be  opposed. — ^Let  it  be  admitted  that  it  is  so.  Who 
shall  set  them  right  ?  Shall  such  as  breathe  out  threaten* 
ings  against  them  do  it  ?  Is  this  kind  of  argument  likely  to 
prevail  ?  'those  who  are  for  so  rectifying  the  mistakes  of 
others,  have  need  to  have  none  of  their  own.  Snch  as  are  spi* 
ritual  should  restore  those  who  are  misled  in  the  spirii  of* 
meekness;  and  can  those  who  are  so  highly  concerned  at  the 
Increase  of  error  in  the  world,  expect  to  succeed  in  the  api" 
rit  of  bitterness  and  acrimony  i "  Where  some  are  actually 
gone  astray,  it  requires  the  closest  arguments,  joined  by  tte 
niost  tender  aflTection,  to  bring  them  back;  and  it  is  no  easy 
matter  to  reclaim  these,  and  such  means,  indeed,  often  prove 
inefiectualL  What  then  shall  we  think  of  those  proceoclu^ 
-where  love  is  entirely  out  of  the  question  ? 

But  who  are  appointed  to  judge  their  fellow  christians? 

We  afe  referred  not  to  men,  however  wise  and  learned,  but 

to  the  Divine  word.  By  this  we  are  to  try  the  spirits,  whether 

tltey  are  of  God :  and  perhaps  the  reason  why  we  should  not 

-wholly  trust  even    learned  men  in  the  interpretatiofi  of 

-  scripture  is,  t)iat  they  are  not  always  wise  where  spiritual 
matters  are  in  question.  The  very  desire  of  wishing  to  say 
something  never  said  before,  may  lead  them  to  spread  very 

'Unjustifiable  sentim^its.  Let  persecutors  think  of  this,  and 
remember  that  he  that  commands  us  to  love  our  enemies  can 
never  approve  of  the  malicious  treatment  of  those  who  are 
in  reality  their  friends;  and  that  before  they  attempt  to  cast 
out  the  mote  fpom  the  eyes  of  others,  they  had  much  better 
pull  the  beam  out  of  their  own. 

If  the  pretence  is,  that  they  only  aim  to  prevent  abmes  in 

'religion,  it  is  natural  to  enquire  in  what  they  consist* 

'  Sfafonid  it  be  anbwei^,  making  it  a  cloke  for  sinist^. pur- 
poses, misspending  time,  neglecting  business,  defrauding 

i  othersi/ Bcditious'practices^  &<i.'  it  may  be  observed  in  rf« 
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ply,  tlmt  hypocrisy  is  capably  of  this;  but  though  hypocrite9 
may  sometimes  ape  rf  ligioqs  characters,  it  does  not  follow 
that  all  professing  to  fear  God  do  such  things ;  so  far  from 
}t^  thatthey.strickly  attend  to  the  duties  of  morality.    They 
see  time  too  precious  to  squander  it  away  iu  trifles,  and 
have  business  enough  of  their  own  to.  mind  without  slU 
tending  to  that  of  others;  and  thus  they  have  greater  oppor- 
tunity  of  discharging. every  duty  incumbent  upon  them. 
.   PeipBecution  is  jdiabolic  in  its  nature.^— The  persons  it  aims 
U>:  destroy  are  those- who  pay  the  greatest  attention  to  the 
Divine  commands.    He  therefore  who  opposes  such  as,  these, 
in' so  doing  flies  in  the  face  of  hira  whose  laws  they  endea* 
vour  tq  observe ;,  and  to  pursue  them  with  malevolence  fgr 
doing  tbis{  what,  can -^possibly  be  more  Satanic?    Cain^ 
w}^^  slew  righ^us  4:bel,  was  of  the  wicked  one;  and  where* 
fore  slew'he  him  ?  Because  his  ow^. works  were  wicked  and 
bis  brother's,  rightoqus.    Satan  is  continually  persecuting. 
He  .and  his  restless  •angels  wander  throughout  the  earth,  to 
destroy  grace  and-goodness  both  root  and  branch.    All  per- 
secutors are  instigated  by  hira,  and  imitate  him  in  his  evil 
ways  and  dispositions.    **  He  that  hateth  his  brother  is  a 
murderer,  is  in  darkness,  and  knoweth  not  whither  he 
goeth.'' 

'  But  some  are  ready  to  say,  *^  If  we  let  them  alone,  they  will 
no  increase,  that  they  will  overturn  both  pur  place  and  na- 
tion." To  shew  how*  ungenerous  such  a  sentiment  is,  it 
may  be  asked.  What  is  the  design  of  civil  authorities  and 
governors^  who  occasion  them  the  least  trouble,  and  who 
are  most  likely  to  prove  faithful  to  them  ?  Law-  and  gover-^ 
nors  are  appointed  in  the  providence  of  God,  and  from  the 
general  state  of  society,  '^  for  a  punishment  and  terror  to 
eril  doers,  and  for  a  praise  to  them  that  do  well.*'  Such, 
according  to  sctriptnre,  is  the  use  of  governments.  Noif 
religious  persons,  avoid  disorder  and  immorality,  an^  how 
then  can  such  be  inimical  to  government  ?  It  will  be  found 
a  truth  that;  the  more  we  possess  of  religion,  unless  our.si^ 
taation  in  life  imperiously  require  it^  the  less  we  ihall  feei 


oursel vefi  disposed  to  dilbble  iii  politico,  dr  interfere  m  imit- 
ters  of  state.  "  My  kingdoili  (said  tie  Savionr)  h  tioi  of 
this  world,  else  would  itiy  servants  fight ;"  but  (hey  #M 
llaye  been  the  most  deeply  interested  in'  his  cause,  have  de^ 
dared  that  •*  the  weapons  of  their  warfare  Were  not  carnal, 
but  spiritual,  to  the  pulling  down,  (not  of  established  aiitho^ 
fities)  but  «*  the  strong  holds  of  sin." 

Suppose  that  in  former  times,  some  professing^  feltgrerr, 
blend^  polities  too  much  with  their  sentimeitts,  and  carry- 
ing matters  farther  than  they  ought  to  have  done,  Raf  e  giv- 
etl  rise  to  suspicion  concerning  religions  persons  iti  dur  day; 
this  can  never  justify  a  sptrit  of  persecution,  urAess  ibey  art 
jbtind  equally  guilty,  and  adopt  principled  destructive  orth^ 
peace  and  order  of  the  community.  Yet  who  i^ill  assert  that 
they^  #ere  altogether  blameable  for  the  pa?t  ihey  took  in 
their  day.  Circumstances  in  different  ages  tind  ebtif^triei 
^eattly  change  the  itce  of  aflfeirs.  It  might  itppeat  requi- 
iite  for  them  to  oppose  tnany  things,  which,  if  ^trrefly  snb* 
iiiitted  to,  might  haveinvolved  the  nation  in  saperstitTon  aatl 
feUvery.  It  Was,  therefore,  right  in  the  Chtirch  of  ^nglantf, 
lo  throw  off  the*  absurdities  of  popery,  whicbf,  if  subnsiN 
ted  to,  would  have  kept  them  ignorant  of  evangelical  trtitK, 
and  taken  away  the  right  of  private  judgment;  and  in  th^ 
If ation  in  generaT  to  renounce  the  tyhlrfhy  of  flfe'  Sttmiis  for 
the  pTOtestBfnt  succession;  because  undier  the  one  ft  had 
nothing  to  expect  btit  oppression,  and  nnde^  th€  other  aJltW 
tidVanta^g^s  of  property  restricted  1  Jbet-fy. 

The  distinctroA  between  civil  tfrtd  rrflgfoni^  llbeWf,-  ^ 
rather  the  right  to  choose  for  onrtelve^  in  reli^ous  ifftfftdHf, 
fe  feo  well  known  at  priesent,  that  all'praHies  setf  ft  pkitily, 
except  bigots ;  and  they  are  always  blimf,  ih  whsftevef  jJsirt^ 
they  ftre  found,  Knd  all  that  fbllow  fHbfn  irimst'^p^cf  tb  fiB 
irlth  thent  itito  the  ditch  together*. 

;  The  meanest  cliristfain  has  ar  right  to  judge  fbifMuitfelf) 
b.rid  Me-  h  accountable  to  God  aflorte  for  his  motives^    R  i* 

JVefore'  ti^  tribunal  Ee  expects  t6  sifaild,  arid  he  oughf  tb 
5leuse  hikr  in  the  best:  ikxtMuf  he.  y  capdbte  ^,  fhdujgb^  iA 


oppusilioii  to  ^  JgfUif'  wifle,  and  bctteiNraifle  of  tlm  world. 
HuiDM  distifictions  last  m&t  for  «ver*  Death  briogs  all  to 
oae  conHnon  leirel.  Tb^se  that  now  lift  up  tbeir  heads  with 
;  the  greatest  haughtiness^  must  soon  mingle  in  the  dust  with 
the  meanest  of  tbeir  fellows ;  and  their  names  and  titles^ 
though  eng^YM  in  marble  or  in  brass^  will  decaj,  be  anti* 
quated  and  forgot. 

The  humble  christian  is  not  much  inclined  to  insist  on  his 
peculiar  privilc^s  where  pi'ovidenee  has  cast  his  lot ;  yet 
there  are  seasons  when  it  would  be  injiirioua  to  himself  and 
others  if  he  did  not.  St.  Paul  was  benefitted  hy  asserting 
his  right  as  a  Boowb  citicen ;  and  who  ever  blamed  him  for 
so  doing? 

!  There'  are  some  deliberate  and  confirmed  persecutors^ 
who  always  take  pleasure  in  abusing  religious  characters ; 
and  of  degrading  aidd  rendering  them  as  ridiculous  as  pos- 
sible^ in  opposition  tn  both  reason  and  justice.  But  such 
Aould  remember,  ithat  if  the  insulted  party  acts  in  confor- 
mity to  those  laws  whkh  the  policy  or  beneToIencb  of  the 
legislature  has  enacted  for  thmr  benefit,  he  that  rises  against 
tbem  for  using  their  liberty^  oflbfs  a  double  insult^  to  the 
one  for  the  formation  of  duch  laws^  and  to  the,  other  foi^ 
availing  themselves  of  the  advantages  they  present.  Hu- 
man nature  is,  hmvevetj^  the  same  ia  all  ages :  he  that  is  af- 
ter the  flesh  will  persecute  hnn  that  is  after  the  Spirit.  Con<^ 
science  is  a  sacred  thing,  and  the  adoption  of  coercive  mea- 
sures to  restrain  it^  can  be  productive  of  nothing  but  evil.  It 
wttl  promote  hypocrisy  and  infidelity ;  bat  it  never  can  be 
helpful  to  genuine  christii^nity.  ' 

'  If  it  Aould  be  asked  what  thera  is  in  religious  persons 
lliat  difqposes  men  to  |iersecttte  them,  to  what  has  been  al« 
ready  advanced  may  he  added  the  folkwiog  causes  r 

The  regular  and  Messf^ry  conddct  of  religions  persons 
is  a  reproof  to  the  vitas  and  criminal  pursuits  of  ungodly 
men.  They  regard  this  as  the  effect  of  unnecessary  precisc- 
nes^  amd  despicahie  meanaess.  Th^y  consider  real  piety 
iaiitfactietble)  wd  yet  observe  its  rules  kept  by  the  persons 

3& 


they  despise,  and  liear  them  declfue  theniielTes  happier  than 
those  who  are  most  aliye  to  pleasure  and  gaiety.  The  car- 
nal mind  wants  no  such  restraints,  no  such  reprovers.  Its 
demand  is  for  full  iudulgence^^and  all  Uiat  stands  in  its  way 
is  consequently  an  evil  not  to  be  tolerated ;  and  hence  arises 
the  opposition  to  the  power,  and  often  to  the  Yeiy  form  of 
godliness.  j 

Another  causa  of  persecution  arises  from  the  pride  of 
office,  and  the  love  of  the  world. — ^If  such  entertain  an  opi- 
nion that  their  craft  is  probably  in  danger,  and  give  way  to 
evil  surmisings,  the  purest  morals,  and  the  most  evangelical 
sentiments  go  for  nothing,  or  are  treated  as  enthusiasm* 
Thus  the  Jewish  priests  and  scribes  rose  in  determined 
opposition  to  Christ  and  his  first  disciples ;  the  pagan 
priesthood  against  Christianity  in  general,  and  its  most  emi- 
nent and  sealous  ministers  in  particular ;  the  corrupted 
popish  hierarchy  against  protestantism  and  its  holy  and  ac- 
tive supporters;  and  the  protestants  of  one  persuasion 
against  those  pf  another,  as  power  and  authority  fell  into 
their  hands,  each  regarding  themselves  as  in&Uible  as  they 
got  the  upperhand,  and  striving  to  make  others  speak  just 
as  they  spake,  have  caused  many  to  speak  what,  in  a  variety 
of  instances,  ought  not  to  have  been  spoken.  Such  may 
applaud  themselves ;  but  if  they  begin  to  nmte  ikdrfelbm)' 
seroatiisj  their  Lord  will  unexpectedly  make  his  appearance ; 
^^  cut  them  asunder,  and  appoint  them  their  portion  with  the 
hypocrites;  there  shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth.'' 
The  Diotr^heses  who  have  loved  the  pre-eminence  will 
then  be  brought  low  indeed  1 

In  some,  persecution  has  arisen  from  mere. revenge.— As 
when  some  valiant  for  the  truth  upon  earth  have  reproved 
them  for  their  profligacy,  or  drawn  piome  of  their  fi&niily  or 
fiivourites  to  seek  after  God,  or  because  the  pnblic  worship 
of  such  has  disturbed  them,  or  they  have  TOeeived  less  def- 
erence and  honfage  from  them  than  they  ejtpeeted  or  thought 
themselves  entitled  to;  for  these,  and  such  like  worthy  cans* 
.0B,  many  have  suffered  in  their  persons  or  circumstatioes,  or 
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liave  been  driven  from  their  habitations  and  employments  i 
and  had  not  the  good  providence  of  God  interposed,  many 
with  better  prospects,  would  have  been  reduced  to  the  most 
afflictive  and  distvessing  indigence. 

In  many  it  arises  from  inexcusable  ignorance. — ^They 
never  made  religion  their  study.  They  regard  it  as  a  kind 
of  low  morality,  and  an  attendance  upon  public  worship, 
without  any  partieobtr  care  to  regard  either  the  one.  or  the 
other.  These  are  apt  to  make  real  godliness  their  sport, 
and  to  sneer  at  its  more  solemn  or  joyfiil  services.  They 
look  contemptuously  on  the  humble  christian,  or  heap  abuse 
and  scurrility  upon  him.  Many  will  even  go  the  lengths  of 
cursing  and  blasphemy  to  grieve  and  offend  such,  and  seek 
to  render  them  as  despicable  as  possible ;  laying  snares  for 
their  feet,  that,  they  may  vilely  refoice  at  their  weaknesses, 
and  render  them  hereby  the  more  contemptible. 

Some  have  joined  with  persecutors,  because  they  would 
not  be  thought  fonatics,  or  the  friends  of  those  reputed  as  . 
sueh.>  This  is  a  point  of  honour  with  many  in  the  present 
day,  that  will  at  last  prove  their  disgrace.  They  wiH  join 
the  laugh  against  such  as  fear  God,  while  perii^ps  their 
hearts  smite  them  fer  so  doing.  They  take  pleasure  in  re^ 
porting  the  idle  tales  which  some  destitute  of  truth  have  in« 
vented;  and'  in  spreading  slander,  to  the  detriment  of  those 
who  never  personally  offended  them.  They  will  join  the 
wish'^fer  their  overthrow,  and  of  all  their  supporters.  How 
strangely  infetuated  are  those  who,  having  superior  light,  for 
the  sake  of  avoiding  reproach,  will  join  the  cry  against  those 
whoDfr  Jehovah  himself  condescends  to  acknowledge  for  his 
children  i  What  can  they  expect  but  that,  if  they  are  asham^ 
ed  of  him  befero  this  sinful  and  adulterous  generation, 
when  he  comes  in  his  glory  he  w,ill  be  ashamed  of  them;  and 
how  will  they  appear  before  him  in  that  day  i 
•  AaoOuT  cause  is  the  high-*flowa  notions  which  some  have 
of  learning  and  philosojAy.-^I  would  by  no  means  speak 
lightly  of  sound  learning.  I  regard  it  as  a  great  means  of  re^ 
IPK>v]ng  many  of  the  asperities  ttf  human  natprej  of  ei|liur(;i|ifl^ 
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fts  powers  Rfld  captcitm,  «nd  streni^theatiig  k  for  the  iif  vcslit 
gaiion  of  those  sufajpolB  which  aro  ftrther  vemlv^idfiYMtt'ciMH 
non  oheerTatiOo ;  and  the  promotcoii  af  tlKiee  thuaigs  ^nhkk 
tend  to  the  comfort,  convemenee,  and  even  el^gHsee  ef  8O4 
eiety ,  durinf  this  transitory  «tate  ^  But  ta  sisppose  thai  these 
things  an  c^sudi  vast  impostanoB  ai  aatwe  affim,  either  m  the 
pteachess  er  hearevs  of  tfna  gospel  ofOod  our  £b  vieairi  it  qeite 
wide  ef  the  mark,  eondemns  hb.  wiadoasy  and  epposea  the 
apaetlei  wha  dcclareS}  that  ^^not  ikisiigp  wise  men  after  the 
iliesh^  not  nanyrmighty,  vet  mny  neUe^  ate  called ;  but.  God 
hath  choaea  the  fboliq^  things  of  the  world  to  eattibaRd  the 
wise,  and  Ood  bath  ehoaes  the  weak  tibiiq|s  of  ^  wovld  ta 
oonfouiMl  the  things  which  are  might j^"  -ftc,;  and  the  neaaoo 
he  asagns  for  it  is,  ^^  that  no  fiesh  should  glorf  m  his  pref 
sence."  Wise  men,  whose  laiodei  are  eolai^sd  tayiew  the 
extensire  fields  of  science^  ajre  so  conrinead  of  their  eoopat 
rativefy  small  attainmeata,  that  thej  are  fiui  from  ceasnrifig 
otiiers  on  account  of  learning  t  thej  are  frequently  mere  pre- 
tenders to  wisdom  that  do  this ;  and  perliaps  the  aarit  of  all 
theic  ohjeetions  is  the  wast  ot  knowing  foreign  fangoage^ 
which ^  if  known,  are  compacattveljr  ^f  littie  use  tp  tbe  pes* 
setsor,  or,  as  iq  often  Ae  case,  of  nene  al  all.  Be  tUa  as  it 
may,  I  think  it  is  imdeniable  that  the  gespel  i|  foaiifd  not 
with  an  eye  to  philosophy,  but  the  iotenestof  the  Uulk  of tnaa: 
kind,  who,  instead  of  ImTiig  time  far  Ae  aludy  oCiheaesd^ 
8tnise  n^atteia,  have  barefy  suiteieat  to  eaiw  thiiirliir^^ 
hood,  or  gain  a  comfortahle  support  iisrthemaalaeB  ajtaleMBli 
as  are  dependant  upon  them. 

Tiiene  may  be  other  oauses  ft>r  this  UDehostiaii  dfaposilioa 
besides  those  already  meatioued;  yet  no  moiieviieed .be  ad- 
ded, we  have  heard  eaeugh.  Wheee  thiei  deaiwst  iniierestB  ef 
men  are  at  stake,  where  the  rrght^  ef  conecience  aee  tiolabf 
ed,  and  attempts  mge  made  to  compel  men  to  eeoiBiTe  a  fN^ 
ced  interpretattofl  of  Qod'a  w<Mrd^  or  load  Amrdieraeteivii* 
beriy,  and  perhaps  fife  aadraU;  this  ia  Antachaiat  xmmmkti* 
May  weevor  bepreserved-fipoei his  traacberote^  oppraastve^ 
a^id  bloody  bandsy  and  thsukk^y  impBOTe  our  pmeat  pm*.r 
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Tht  advice  I  imiddybe  taitlib»lvin«i«fmt^^ 
righteou8n«8B' Mke  19, 

Be  not  iurprised  at  it.— If  yon  iriil  iite  g«»il|f  in  Clirist 
.Jesm,  atwBgst  thmeilBeit  ii«idi«r  know  tioy ^lo^re  biai; be 
assured  thilt  per^ecnCioB  in  some  jbnin  or  dtker,  either  ;ope4 
pr  disguised,  will  be  your  lot;  yet  you  bave  nothing  to  fear, 
for  '^  greater  is  he  that  is  for  you,  than  all  that  are  against 
you." 

Do  ttoi  retaliate. — Without  great  care  and  watchfulness 
you  will  be  in  danger  oTthis,  for  none  are  fond  of  reproach; 
and  all  are  naturally  disposed  to  resentment  when  despised, 
but  especially  when  unjustly  despised.  It  may  sometimes 
be  expedient  indeed  to  ^'  answer  a  fool  according  to  his  fol* 
ly,''  yet  this  should  be  done  cautiously  and  without  warmth, 
or  we  shall  be  ruffled,  discomposed,  and  perhaps  offend; 
Therefore  guard  your  words,  and  if  it  lies  in  your  poller, 
shew  them  kindness;  bless  them,  if  they  curse  you;  and  pray 
jEbr  them  when  they  despitefully  use  you. 

Be  not  discouraged. — It  is  no  shame  to  suffer  in  a  righteous 
fcause,  as  the  apostle  speaks,  ^^  If  any  man  suffer  as  a  chris** 
tian,  let  him  no^  be  ashamed,  but  rejoice  in  that  he  is  made 
a  partaker  of  Christ's  sufferings.''  Be  not  then  cast  down; 
but  rather  become  bolder  in  his  cause,  who  will  cause  hit 
Spirit  to  rest  more  abundantly  upon  you.  You  have  nothing 
to  fear  while  you  trust  in  him,  for  the  hearts  of  all  are  in  his 
hands,  and  without  his  permission  they  shall  neither  injure 
your  character,  deprive  you  of  your  substance,  nor  endanger 
your  person. 

ETukavour  to  improve  it. — ^Regard  it  as  one  proof  among 
others  that  you  are  of  anotber  spirit  than  that  of  the  world, 
which  persecutes  you.  Let  it  be  the  means  of  keeping  you 
from  sinful  company,  and  of  drawing  the  line  of  separation 
between  you  and  those  that  fear  not  God.  You  may  also 
learn  by  it  how  fer  they  must  be  from  God  and  happiness 
who  can  ihm  rise  against  you  for  striving  to  please  hiip,  and 
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let  tint  kMp  yoa  finom  cntykig  tihen^  or  thtmrnng  aajf  of 
their  waji.  Let  it  eUo  haTe  a  tendeocf  to  make  jou  tmowt 
daevoot  6f  obtainkif  the  honoDr  that  ooneth  ftiim^God ;  if 
yoa  haye  that,  yoa  lutve  enough;  the  reet  is  of  no  Talne,  and 
the  loss  of  it  no  diaadvantafe. 

<<  Bkned  .are  thqr  thaft-we  petaemled  far  rigfaleonBDeaa 
pake;  for  tbeir*a  is  the  kingdom  of  hearen.'' 


PART  IV. 

THE  OBLIGATIONS  OF  QONVERSION. 


CHAP.  I. 

THB  ITATOKE  OV  THE  CHBISTIAIT  LIFE. 


Compared  to  a  fFarfare — A  Race — A  Stewardship — A  Pil- 
grimage. 


Ali:#  who  have  obtained  '<  like  precious  fidth''  with  the  first 
sincere  followers  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  are  made  partakers 
ef  the  grace  of  God  in  truth,  are  greatlj  blessed.  They  not 
only  are  saved  from  the  pursuits  which  end  in  disappoint- 
ment, vexation,  and  ruin ;  but  being  adopted  into  the  lamilj 
of  Grod,  and  made  heirs  according  tp  the  promise  of  eternal 
life,  they  are  now  happy  in  the  consciousness  of  the  Divine 
favour,  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  that  is  to  be  reveal- 
ed, as  has  been  sufficiently  proved.  Whatever  names  may 
be  appropriated  to  such  persons  by  those  who  are  ignorant 
of  their  motives,  or  whatever  construction  may  be  put  on 
the  workings  of  their  religious  affections,  their  situation  is 
infinitely  more  desirable  than  that  of  their  conceited  or  cen* 
sorious,  though  incompetent  judges.  Let  such  then  disre- 
gard the  frowns  or  flatteries  of  others;  and,  knowing  what 
has  been  done  for  them,  let  them  with  gratefiil  lips  celebrate 
his  praises  who  has  called  them  to  ^^  glory  and  virtue,"  and 
dedicate  themselves  entirely  to  his  holy  and  honourable  ser* 
vice.  .  To  assist  such  in  their  humble  and  devout  walk  with 
God,  is  my  present  iBteotioti^  aiid/Oh>  tbatitinay  be  done 
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to  his  glory,  and  to  the  advantage  of  those  for  whose 
sake  this  attempt  is  made  t 

In  the  former  part  of  this  work  I  have  endeavoured  to  de- 
scribe the  state  and  condition  of  the  natural  roan,  and  the 
astonishing  condescension  and  mercy  of  God  towards  him 
in  the  gospel,  in  onlightenaiig  bis  mind  and  innovating  his 
nature.  It  now  remains  for  me  to  proceed  in  considering 
him  as  made  spiritual  by  divine  grace,'  in  shewing  him  how 
he  ought  to  walk  and  ^ase  God,  according  to  his  holy 
will. 

w 

I  shall  begin  by  observing  that  whatever  advantages  may 
be  supposed  to  arise  from  conversion,  it  must  be  considered 
rather  in  the  light  of  the  commencement  of  holy  walking 
with  God,  than  a  fixed  and  settled  state,  in  which  there  is 
nothing  to  be  done.  While  indeed  the  mind  of  the  grateful 
believer  contemplates  with  delight  the  love  of  God,  and 
tastes  the  sweetness  of  the  change  which  has  passed  upon 
liim,  he  does  not  consider  this  subject  so  deeply  as  be  will 
do  when  brought  by  various  trials  and  temptations  into  a 
state  of  conflict.  When  this  takes  place,  be  will  be  taught 
the  absolute  necessity  of  looking  to  God  for  that  support 
and  direction  which  the  peculiar  exigences  of  liis  case  may 
require.  To  shew  how  correct  this  sentiment  is,  I  shall  eb* 
deavour  to  describe  the  nature  of  the  christian  life  as  it  is 
set  forth  in  the  oracles  of  truth.  It  is  there  represented  to 
lis  under  the  figure  of  a  Warfare--^  Race— a  Service,  or 
Stewardship— ^nd  a  Pilgrimage. 

A  WARFARE. 

Tne  renunciatien  of  whatever  is  eonimty  to  the- will  c( 
God  i^  binding  upok  all  ehristiaM.  <^  Let  averf  one  thai 
names  the  name  of  Christ  depart  from  ifii€|iiity  ;*'  and  ev«7 
person  er  thing  is  to  be  ^eotisidered  an  «vU,  wad  ougiif  ta  h0 
apposed  as  an  enemy,  that  would  hinder  «s  dt>ia  ebeyioff 
that  sacred  injunction;  and  we  muat bo arned  a^nsl  tkaia« 
For  this  prui^se  We  are  ^dled  apon  lo  ^be  alrang^in^^ 
Lord,  and  in  th^  power  bf  Ma  iii|^^*' and  U  <<p<ft  an  the 
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whole  armour  of  God" — that  we  "  may  be  able  to  withstand 
in  the  evil  daj,  and  having  done  all  to  stand."  The  armoui' 
we  are  \o  take  to  us,  i»»  the  girdle  of  truth — the  breast- 
plate  of  RIGHTEOUSNESS — the'  evangelical  shoes — ^thd 
shield  of  PAiTu — the  helmet  of  salvation— ^and  the  sword 
of  the  SPIRIT^  By  which  we  sire  to  understand,  that  who- 
ever would  conquei*  hit  spiritual  adversaries  must  live  in 
the  constant  exercises  of  the  christian  graces  of  sincerity^ 
justice,  watchfulness,  faith^  hope,  and  a  constant  attention 
to  the  whole  revealed  will  bf  God.  Being  thus  prepared, 
we  are  called  to  endur^  hardness  ds  good  soldiers  of  Jesus 
Christ,  1  Tim.  ii.  3 ;  to  war  a  good  warfare,  1  Tim.  i.  18 ; 
to  "  fight  the  good  fight  of  fiiith;"  and. by  "  looking  unto 
Jesus,"  the  "Captain  of  bur  salvation  j"  we  may  "lay  hold'* 
of  that  which  indeed  is  worth  fighting  for,  "eternal  life." 

The  enemies  with  whom  wfe  ar^  to  wage  war,  and  over- 
come, ar^  the  powers  of  darkness,  this  present  evil  worlds 
and  the  corruptions  of  our  nature.  If  we  do  not  silbdue 
them,  they  will  distress  and  ruin  us  for  ever. 

1.  The  powers  of  darkness. — Whether  we  speak  oT  these 
under  the  title  of  one  or  many,  it  is  much  the  same ;  as  con- 
tending nations  call  each  other  the  enemy,  so  we  may  apply 
the  same  term  to  our  infernal  foes.  Since  their  fall  and  ex- 
clusion from  heaven,  they  have  discovered  unabated  malice 
towards  God  and  his  worksj  especially  man ;  and  their  con-^ 
stant  aim  i»  to  dishonour  the  one,  and  destroy  the  other. 
This  is  done  by  a  variety  of  temptations^  suggestions,  mis- 
representations, and  snares;  some  ai'd  of  a  more  subtleandin^ 
sinuattng,  others  of  a  idare  painful  and  distressing  kind, 
according  to  persons  and  circumstances,  of  as*  he  chooses  to 
appear  an  "  angel  of  light"  or  "  a  roaring  lion."  Sy  what 
means  they  have  access  to  our  minds  we  know  not ;  nor  is  it 
an  easy  matter  always  to  distinguish  between  their  tempta- 
tions and  our  oiv^n  thoughts  ;  but  as  their  attempts  are  al- 
ways to  retard  our  progress  in  piety,  and  to  turn  us  aside 
from  the  right  way,  if  we  are  attentiv/to  the  workings  of 
our  own  minds,  we  shall  not  be  much  ^t  a  loss  to  distinguish 
their  wiles  and  malevolent  designsi 

Si. 
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They  not  unfirequently  do  that  by  thoir  agents  which  they 
themselves  are  not  able  to  acoomplisb.  Thus  we  pead  of 
<^the  synagoj^ue  of  Satan/*  and  of  ^Uhe  depths  ef  Satan;'* 
by  which  we  are  to  understasd  e%'il-desigiuog  men,  either  as 
open  or  secret  persecutors,  or  propagators  of  seducing  and 
erroneous  doctrines,  who  prove  themselves  ^  the  roessengers^ 
of  Satan  to  buffet  us,  whose  end  is  to  be  accoipdiiig  to  their 
works.'* 

He  had  the  intolerable  assurance  to  tempt  th^  Soa  of  God 
himself  to  doubt  his  Father's  care  and  kind  providence ;  to 
act  presumptuously,  if  not  to  destroy  Umselfi  and  to  aol  hia 
heart  on  the  vanities  of  this  world,  wUch  he  boldly  proaiis- 
ed  him  on  the  astonishing  condition  of  his  paying  homage  ta 
his  infernal  majesty;  and  the  same,  or  similar  temptations, 
are  still  practised  upon  the  christian ;  and  the  church  may. 
say  now,  as  in  former  times,^  ^^  We  wrestle  not  against  flesh 
and  blood,  but  against  principalities,,  against  powers,  against 
the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  worlds  against  spiritual 
wickedness  in  high  places." 

9.  This  present  evil  world^^To  shew  how  nearly  allied. die 
spirit  of  the  carnal  world  is  to  Satan,  the  apostle  i|)eakiag 
to  the  Ephe^ians  concerning  their  natural  estate,  saye,  tbn^ 
they  *^  walked  according  to  the  course  of  this  world,  accord- 
ing to  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  spirit  which 
now  worketh  in  the  children  of  disohedienoe."     Another 
apostle  informs  us  that  the  *^  world  lieth  ia  wickedness." 
What  then  have  the  people  of  God  to  expect  from  those  who 
are  the  friends  of  the  world,  and  consequently  the  aneaies. 
of  God,  but  opposition?  James  iv.  4.     Aa  they  do  not 
Hnow,  they  cannot  approve  and  love  them,  but  frequently 
hate  them  imd  separate  from  their  company,  regarding  them 
aa  the  filth  and  offscouring  of  all  things,  J^hn  xk  19,  1  Hon. 
iy.  13 ;  and  at  other  times  laying  snares  to  entangle  them, 
and  turn  them  aside  firom  the  path  of  duty.    The  christian 
is  therdfore  in  danger  of  complying  with  their  wishea  to  shoa 
their  reproach,  or  adopting  thajr  maxims  and  pursuits  to 
avoid  singularity ;  and  it  is  only  by  exercisi|ig  ftith  ia  the 
Son  of  God  that  will  givoufi  the  vicloiyj  I  l^tm.  v.  4^  5.  U^ 
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wav  carried  kWBj  by  mfM  of  its  yanitiet,  enslaved  by  none 
of  ite  pleasures  ^nd  eastoms,  nor  intimidated  by  its  frowns ; 
and  those  on\y  can  escape  its  poUntions  who  depend  upon 
him  and  copy  his  example,  Moses  preferred  the  reproach 
of  God's  people  to  the  short-lived  enjoyments  of  the  world's 
wealth  and  sinful  pleasure ;  and  St.  Pa^ol  considered  himself 
as  crucified  to  the  worlds  and  the  world  to  him.  This  death 
is  indeed  necessary;  for  should  we  begin  to  court  the  fiivour 
of  the  worldly-mindedi  to  imitate  their  manners^  engage  in 
their  amusemenIS)  unite  in  their  friendships,  and  to  act  from 
their  principles^  we  should  soon  lose  our  taste  for  true  piety; 
throw  off  our  allegiance  to  the  Lord  Jesus;  grieve  the  Spirit 
of  holiness,  and  destroy  our  souls*  There  is  no  medium  { 
we  must  either  renounce  and  overcome  its  wisdom^  which  is 
foolishness  with  God;  its  lusts,  which  with  itself  are  pas- 
sing away;  and  patiently  bear  its  troubles,  or  give  up  all  ouf 
pretences  to  real  Christianity.  We  may,  it  is  true,  retain  its 
name  and  form;  but  these,  destitute  of  its  power,  are  of  no 
avail. 

3.  TTle  corrections  of  our  nature.-^li  is  the  indispensible 
duty  of  the  diristian,  not  only  to  give  up  all  the  unfruitftil 
works  of  darkness,  and  those  persons,  things,  and  places,  • 
which  continue  or  promote  theAi;  he  must  also  oppose 
every  remaining  trace  of  iniquity  in  himadf ;  aim  at  its  de* 
struotion ;  and  guard  against  those  temptations  which  woajid 
keep  it  alive,  or  call  it  into  action.  This  may  appear  strange 
to  those  who  are  now  rejoicing  id  their  first  love ;  the  strange* 
ness  of  it,  however,  will  soon  disappear,  and  they  will  see|/ 
if  they  would  preserve  their  peace  and  purity,  the  truth  of 
such  observation.  St.  Paul  tells  us  in  the  Ephesians,  that 
tbey  who  were  fiir  off  were  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Christ 
— were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  cross — and  were  become  ai|. 
hdbUation  tf  God  through  th#  Spirit ;  yet  be  afterwards  ex« 
liorts  them  to  ^^  put  off  the  old  man,  which  is  corrupt,  accord* 
ing  to  the  deceitful  lusts ;  and  be^  renewed  (says  he)  in  the 
spirit  of  your  mind."  Hence  the  christian  must  ^^  mortify 
the  deeds  of  the  body,"  must  by  the  grace  of  God  subdue 
nqd  regiilale  the  |mssionS|  incliwitions,  and  desires  of  animal 


AS9  aBLiG ATiom  Of  cdirvis AftioK.  '       [Purl  4« 

nature,  without  which  spiritual  life  cannot  be  preserved, 
Rom.  viii»  13.  Thus  crucifying  the  ^^  flesh  with  its  aflections 
and  lusts/'  Gal.  v.  24;  and  hating  even  the  garment  spotted 
by  ity  Jude,  ver.  2S;  and  being  led  by  the  Spirit,  we  shall  not 
be  carried  away  from  God  by  the  remains  of  our* unrenewed 
nature,  Gal.  v.  16,  &c.  This  ^^  putting  off  the  body  of  the 
sins  of  the  flesh"  cannot  be  done  without  some  struggles ; 
bnt  it  most  be  done;  we  must  aim,  and  succeed  iii  our  aims, 
at  being  cleansed  from  all  filthiness  both  of  flesh  and  spirit, 
or  we  ^not  perfect  holiness  in  the  fear  of  God,  2  Cor, 
yii.  1. 

As  christian  soldiers  we  must  gain  the  victory  over  these 
enemies,  or  fall  into  their  merciless  hands  and  perish;  but 
this  need  not  be,  seeing  that  he  who  is  for  us  is  greater  than 
all  who  are  against  us,  1  John  iv.  4;  and,  from  the  promises 
held  forth  to  us,  M-e  should  be  encouraged  to  press  through 
all  opposition.  To  confine  ourselves  to  those  mentioned  in 
the  Revelation  i 

*'  To  him  that  overcometh  will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  tree  of 
life,  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  paradise  of  God,"  Rev.  ii.  7. 

<^  He  that  overcpmeth  shall  not  be  hurt  of  the  second 
death,"  ver.  II. 

^  To  himthat  overcometh  will  1  give  to  eat  of  the  hidden 
manna,  and  will  gi%'e  him  a  white  stone,,  and  on  the  stone  a 
new  name  written  which  no  man  knoweth  savin j^  he  that  re* 
ceiveth  it,"  ver.  17. 

''  He  that  overcometh^  and  keepeth  my  works  unto  the  end, 
io  him  will  1  give  power  over  the  nations,"  ver.  26,  27, 

^^  He  that  overcometh,,  the  same  shall  be  clothed  in  white 
raiment,  and  1  will  not  blot  out  his  name  out  of  the  book  of 
life ;  but  I  will  confess  him  before  my  Father,  and  before  his 
angels,"  chap.  iii.  5. 

^^  Him  that  overcometh  will  I  make  a  pillar  in  the  temple 
of  my  God,  and  he  shall  go  no  more  out,  and  I  will  ^rrite 
upon  him  the  name  of  my  God,  and  the  name  of  the  citf  of 
my  God,  which  is  new  Jerusalem,  which  cometh  down  out 
pf  heaven  from  God,  and  my  new  name,"  ver.  19. 

S^  1 9  hiip  that  overcometh  will  1  grant  to  sit  with  nSc  ift 
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my  throne,  even  as  /  ako  cvercamcy  and  am  set  dawjn  with 
my  Father  on  his  throne,"  ver*  SI. 

^^He  that  avercomeih  shall  inherit  all  things 4  and  I  will 
be  his  God  and  he  shall  be  my  son,"  ohap.  xxi.  7. 

Whence  it  appears  that  the  christian  life  is  so  fiir  from 
being  a  state  of  indifference  and  inactivity,  that  it  demands 
all  the  requisites  of  a  soldier,  wisdom,  discipline,  courage, 
and  perseverance  to  attain  its  end;  but  while  we  have  such 
prospects  in  view,  and  God  himself  declares,  ^^  I  will  be  an 
adversary  to  thy  adversaries,"  Exod.jCKiii.  23;  we  should 
never  faint  till  we  can  exultingly  say,  ^^  We  are  more  than 
ttonquetors  through  him  that  hath  loved  us;"  and  take  our 
place  in  the  true  legions  of  honour  before  his  throne. 

A  RACE. 

The  prke  held  up  to  those  who  are  disposed  to  run,  is  no 
less  a  favour  than  eternal  life;  and  as  a  crown  seems  the 
highest  point  of  human  ambition,  it  is  set  forth  to  us  under 
that  resemblance.  It  is  called  '^  an  incorniptilile  crown—* 
the  crown  of  righteousness — the  crown  of  life" — and  ^'a 
crown  of  glory  which  fadeth  not  away,"  which  is  to  be  re« 
ceived,  when  he  that  rims  can  say  with  the  great  apostle,  ^^I 
have  finished  my  course,  from  the  Lord  Jesus,  the  righ- 
teoias  judge,  who  bestows  it  freely  on  all  those  who  love  his 
appearing.  As  St.  Paul,  ^^  I  follow  after,  if  that  I  may  ap'» 
prebend  that  for,  which  I  aip  apprehended  ^f  Christ  Jesus.'' 

The  path  in  which  we  are  to  run  is  that  of  grace  and  uni^ 
versal  obedience ;  as  David  expresses  it,  ^^  I  will  run  the 
way  of  thy  commandments ;"  and  he  says,  ^^  i  hate  every 
false  W9y."  He  who  would  obtain  the  glorious  prize,  must 
form  the. same  resolutions.  We  are  required  to  seek  after 
every  grace  of  the  Spirit,  or,  in  other  words,  we  must  be  Ji- 
iigenty  that  we  may  be  ^^  found  of  him  in  peace,  without  spot 
and  blameless ;"  and  from  this  grace  ruling  in  the  heart,  a 
due  attention  must  be  paid  every  day  to  all  those  duties 
which  the  circumstances  of  every  day  require. 

There  ^xe  preparniory  steps, — ^As  we  are  to  run  so  as  to  ob** 
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tetii,  Tfe  mitt  be  iempemle  in  all  tkiogs,  1  Cer.  ix.  8S ;  the 
body  must  be  brought  underi  Md  k^t  in  MitgeelioD)  ver* 
87 ;  we  must  lay  Hside  tiverjf  weighty  end  the  wiljf  be$eiimg 
sin ;  we  must  endure  the  cross,  detpising  the  shMiei  and  be 
unmoved  in  our  pnipoeesy  whatever  contradiction  of  sinners 
we  may  meet  with ;  and  resolioe  that  none  shall  hinder  us 
from  running  well*  And  it  should  be  determined  on  in  the 
spirit  of  prayer :  ^'  Draw  me ;  we  will  run  after  thee/'  CSao. 
i.  4 ;  and  it  is  graciously  promised  ^Uhat  we  shall  run  and  not 
be  weary ,^*  Isa.  xl.  31 ;  and  that  when  we  run  ^*we  shall  not 
kumble/'  Prov.  iv.  19. 

There  are  many  specitdors. — ^We  are  compassed  about 
w^ith  a  great  crowds  who  are  wiUiesses  of  our  conduct 
There  is  the  great  and  holy  God^  by  whom  all  actions  are 
weighed ;  the  holy  angels ;  and  probably  the  spirits  of  just 
men  made  perifect ;  our  spiritual  enemies,  who  are  ready  to 
take  every  advantage  of  our  weakness ;  our  christian  friends ; 
and,  in  short,  all  with  whom  we  may  happen  to  have  anj 
intercourse,  have  more  or  less  their  eyes  upon  us*  All 
which  shews  the  necessity  not  only  of  our  running  i  bot, 
as  the  apostle  expresses  himself,  of  our  running  lawfuUjr, 
2  Tim.  it.  5 ;  patiently,  Heb.  x.  1 ;  determinately,  Rev.  iii. 
11;  zealously,  *<  forgetting  those  things  which  are  behind, 
and  reaching  fbrth  to  those  things  which  are  before,  pressing 
towards  the  mark  for  the  prise  of  the  high  calling  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus,"  phiL  iU,  )3,  (4;  and  perseveringly— 
Ver.  II. 

To  effect  which  we  must  be  centinually  <MookiQg*unto 
Jesus,"  for  wisdom  to  guide  us,  for  grace  td  support  us,  snd 
for  power, to  defend  as.  We  must  look  to  him  U>cojff 
his  example,  to  imbibe  his  spiHt,  and  to  meet  his  approba- 
tion. We  must  follow  his  directionB,  imitate  his  holiest 
followers,  and  tread  both  in  his  footsteps,  and,  as  for  as  they 
followed  him,  in  their's ;  ^nd  (bem  his  foithful  hund  th«  pri^e 
is  sure. 
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A  8TATB  OF  SERVITUDE  OR  STEWARDSHIP. 

Goo  is  the  great  Lord  and  proprietor  of  all  thingB.  What- 
ever the  earth  supports  on  its  surface,  or  coDtains  in  its  bo- 
som, belongs  to  him.  He  is  justly  entitled  to,  and  requires 
the  services  of  all  his  creatures,  especially  man ;  and^  amongst 
men,  the  services  of  those  who  are  redeemed  with  the  price 
of  the  precious  blood  of  Christ,  and  saved  by  his  grace  in  a 
peculiar  sense;  that  being  made  free  from  sin,  and  become 
servants  to  God,  they  might  have  their  fruit  unCo  holiness, 
Rom.  vi.  32;  if  they  would  obtain  the  prdmised  reward. 
Whatever,  therefocei  we  are^  or  haoe^  we  are  all  his  stew- 
ards or  servants. 

The  servants  of  God  are,  in  the  order  of  his  wise  provi- 
dence, variously  situated,  and  appointed  to  fill  different  of- 
ficea  in  the  church,  and  in  the  world;  and  the  talents  com- 
mitted to  then,  whether  intellectual,  spiritual,  or  temporal ; 
or  one^  or  all  of  these  toother,  are  \o  be  improved,  and  ap- 
plied accorjding  to  the  will  of  God,  from  whom  they  have  re- 
qeived  them,  and  to  whom  they  must  at  last  give  up  their 
accounts. 

This  is  particularly  the  case  of  ministers  of  the  word,  to 
whose  care  he  has  committed  his  church  in  the  wilderness; 
they  are  called  to  be  faithful  and  wise  stewards  for  him  who 
has  appointed  them  to  rule  over  his  household ;  and  to  give 
them  their  portion  of  meat  in  due  season,  Luke  xiL  43;  and' 
th6n  they  will  be  blessed,  honoured,  and  enriched,  indeed, 
at  their  Lord^s  appearing,  ver.  S3,  34 ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
should  they  prove  cruel  pei«ecutors  of  his  servants,  and 
greedy  sensualists,  they  will  be  called  to  a  seviaBB  acoonnt, 
and  their  punishment  will  be  proportioned  tAlhr  negleet  or> 
abuse  of  their  privileges,  vcr.  45-^9.  The  greatest  mler 
in  the  church  of  God  is  but  a  servant,  and  is  at  accountaUa 
ta  his  Lord  as  the  least;  and  he  is  tiierefone  called'  to  bo 
blameless  as  the  steward  of  God,  not  obstinate^  irritable, 
intemperate,  quarrelsome,  or  avarioiott»;  but  the  reverse  of 
all,  opposing  himself  to  all  that  opposetb  itsetf  to  Gbd^  Titua- 
u  7 — 15.    Then^  when  the  chief  Shepherd  thalL  appear,  ha 
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shall  receive  a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away,  1  Pet. 

V.  4: 

•  Yet  ministers  are  not  stewards  alone,  for  the  apostle  Peter 
in  his  first  epistle,  speaks  of  belierers  in  general  ^^  as  stew- 
ards of  the  manifold  grace  of  God:'*  and  it  is  evident  from 
the  parable  of  the  talents,  that  ^^  a  measure  of  the  Spirit  is 
given  to  every  man  to  profit  withal,"  and  all  will  on  that 
ground  be  examined.  Matt.  xxv.  19;  those  who  have  im- 
proved their^s  will  be  rewarded,  and  those  who  ftave  not 
-will  be  deservedly  reprehended^  disgra<^d,  and  pnnished, 
vcr.  28— SO.     •  ' 

This  may  be  illustrated  by  shewing  itbat  a  servant  is  re« 
quired  to  be  and  do.    He  is  required 

1.  To  hefaithfuL — \  servant  or  steward  has  the  care  ind 
management  of  the  property  of  another,  and  he  ought  neither 
to  waste  it  himself,  nor  suffef  dthers  to  waste  it,  but  improve 
it,  to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  agreeat)le  to  the  intentions 
and  interest  of  his  employer;  and  believers  shouTd  always 
remember  that  their  time;  grace,  abilities,  property,  and  in* 
flueuce^  have  all  been  received  from  God,  and  must  be  im- 
proved for  his  glory,  their  own  salvation,  and  the  good  of 
others ;  and  this  should  be  uprightly  and  faithfully  perform- 
ed as  he  has  ordained,  and  that  to  the  very  last :  ^^  Occupy 
tiU  I  como^"  Luke  xtx.  13.  . 

2«  Should  lox^  and  esteem  his  employer. — A  steward  must 
regard  his  master  and^  his  service  in  a  peculiar  sense,  and 
not  suffer  any  other  of  different  interests  to  lead  him  astray, 
or  cause  him  to  neglect  his  service.  So  the  christian  must 
acknowledge  but  one  Lord  and  Master,  as  he  himself  shews, 
^f  No  man  can  sertetwo  masters:  for  eithef*  he  will  hate  the 
one  and  love  the  other;  or  else  he  will  hold  to  the  one  and 
despise  the  other.  Ye  cannot  serve  God  and  mammon." 
The  spirit,  principles^  temper,  and  fashions  of  the  world,  can 
only  be  prevented,  from  domineering,  by  a  due  attention  to 
the  commands  of  the  Saviour.  lie  is  the  Master ;  we  must  all 
obey,  and  in  obeying  him  we  must  fully  renounce  the  service 
of  every  other  mast^. 

S.Kin^  and  affabk  to  other8.-^Hc  should  fiot^  if  in  > 
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mora  exalted  statimi)  set  himself  up,  or  lord  it  over  bis  fel- 
low servantSy  but  be  courteous  and  compasstoimte ;  tbe  same 
is  required  of  the  christian ;  he  is  to  consider  the  obligations 
under  which  the  grace  of  God  has  laid  him,  and  from  the 
clemency  and  goodness  of  our  common  Father,  must  imitate 
him  in  his  conduct  towards  others,  Matt,  xviii.  30;  and  in  a 
word,^  should  breathe  a  heartj  good* will  to  alU 

4.  Should  be  sincere  and  diligent. — ^We  have  an  exajnple 
of  this  in  Abraham^s  servant.  Though  ruler  of  all  he  had, 
and  before  the  birth  of  Isaac,  heir  of  all ;  mark  his  conduct 
when  sent  after  a  wife  for  his  young  master.  Gen.  xxi  v.  He 
appears  truly  religious,  offering  up  prayer  for  direction,  and 
returning  thanks  to  Grod  for  an  answer,  verses  IS  and  27; 
preferred  his  master^s  interests  to  his  own  convenience,  ver. 
S3 ;  and  ceased  not  diligently  to  attend  to  all  his  instruc* 
tions  till  he  bad  fblly  accomplished  the  end  of  his  mission^ 
verses  56  and  66.  Such  should  the  christian  be.  He  should 
seek  the  blessing  of  Gpd  in  all  his  Undertakings,  and  for  the 
supply  of  all  his  wants ;  and  offer  without  ceasing,  unfeigned 
thanks  and  praise  for  all  his  mercies.  The  honour  of  his 
Lord,  and  tbe  prosperity  of  his  cause,  should  be  preferred  to 
bis  own  private  and  itf dividual  interests;  and  he  should  be 
ever  careful  to  know  the  will  of  bis  Grod,  that  he  may  per- 
form it  from  the  ground  of  his  heart.  Whatever  he  does  he 
should  do  heartily  as  to  the  Lord,  and  be  diligent  to  be 
found  of  him  in  peace,  without  spot  and  blameless,  3  pet. 
iii.  14. 

A  PILGRIMAGE. 

If  eAVBM  is  properly  the  home  of  man,  who,  in  the  present 
life,  in  consequence  of  sin,  is  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  ba- 
ni^ed  child  or  subject  of  it ;  and  while  under  the  power  of 
iniquity,  a  captive  exile,  or  a  stranger  to  his  God,  and  a 
foreigner  to  his  household,  his  case  is  extremely  wretched 
and  deplorable.  And  even  when  he  is  reconciled  to  Grod, 
and  made  a  partaker  of  his  favour,  as  long  as  he  is*  in  the 
hpAf^  whatever  grace  he  may  receive,  he  is  considered,  as 
al^nt  from  the  Lord..   We  will  coni^ideir 

3m 
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'  I.  The  cowdry  they  are  seeking. — ^This  is  not  an  eartUy 
conntiy,  but  a  heavenlj  one,  where  God  hath  prepared  for 
them  a  city,  Heb.  xi.  16.  All  that  can -be  said  of  the  most 
highly  fiivoured  nation  falls  infinitely  short  of  that  kingdom 
which  is  sought  after  by  the  church  of  the  living  God. 
There  the  Lord  Jesos  reigns  orer  his  redeemed,  without  in- 
terruption from  moral  evil,  and  all  his  subjects  rejoice  inces- 
santly before  him  undisturbed  by  any  natural  evil  whatever. 
There  are  no  wars,  no  animosities,  no  envyings,  na  ingrati- 
tude, no  unkindness,  no  doubt,  no  grief  or  fear;  no  tempta- 
tions, no  buffettings  of  Satan,  no  want  or  weariness ;  in  a 
word,  all  is  joy  and  harmony,  and  the  saints  are  unutterably 
blest  eternally. 

2.  The  rwid  leading  to  U* — Our  Lord,  describing  it,  in- 
forms us  that  <^  Strait  i^  the  gate,  and  narrow  is  the  way  that 
leadeth  unto  life,  and  few  there  be  that  find  it.*'  By  this 
way  we  are  to  understand  the  path  of  holiness,  without  walk- 
ing in  which  no  man  can  see  the  Lord.  Tl^e  narrowness  of 
it  arises  from  the  diflSculty  of  always  preserving  purity  of 
intention,  and  purity  of  affection  before  God;  which  require 
constant  care,  resolution,  and  watchfulness.  The  straitness 
of  the  gate  implies  the  difficulty  of  being  truly  converted  to 
God ;  without  which  no  man  is  able  to  walk  in  the  paths  of 
truth  and  righteousness.  This  is,  however,  the  way  ia 
which  all  that  travel  to  Zion  must  go,  or  they  can  never 
arrive  at  the  city  of  habitations. 

3.  Discouragements  the  travellers  meet  with. — These  arise 
partly  from  themselves,  and  partly  from  others.  Those 
which  arise  from  themselves  are,  the  misgivings  of  weak 
faith,  the  numerous  weaknesses  and  infirmities  of  human 
ifature,  iklse  reasonings,  yielding  to  temptations,  spiritoal 
indolence,  and  too  great  a  compliance  with  the  spirit  of  tbe 
world :  and  those  which  arise  from  others;  these  are  manyi 
Some  arise  from  the  general  state  of  the  world,  its  persecut- 
ing spirit;  the  uncertainty  of  events;  its  disappointmeots, 
false  hopes,  and  flattering  appearances;  its  envies,  empti- 
ness, and  troubles.  Some  from  the  many  temptations  of  the 
evil  on^  who  seeks  to  deceive^  retard^  or  destroy  all  that 
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trarel  to  ^^  Zion  with  their  fiwea  thitherward*"  Other  dis* 
couragemeiits  arise  from  unpleasant  eircumstances  in  our 
fkinilieS)  business,  and  connexions ;  and  from  the  mysterious 
dispensations  of  Divine  providence  towards  us,  which  we 
cannot  comprehend,  and  perhaps  never  shall  tiU  we  arrive 
ut  that  Uessed  state  of  rest  and  happiness  whei;^  we  would 
be.  'Thus  there  are  both  difficulties  and  dangers  in  the 
way.    Bat  there  are  also 

'  4.  Great  encouragemenis  afforded  these  irofoellers. — ^They 
imve  the  numerous  promises  of  their  gracious  God,  that  he 
will  never  leave  nor  forsake  them.  He  also  says  expressly, 
^<  My  presence  shall  go  with  thee,  and  1  will  giye  thee  rest." 
We  have  also  the  company  of  those  who  are  like  minded 
with  ourselves,  and  these  often  render  travelling  exceedingly 
pleasant.  The  Lord  at  all  hath  provided  refieshment  for 
them  by  the  way :  he  gives  them  the  bread  and  water  of  life 
in  rieh  abundanee.  He  prepares  a  table  for  them  in  the 
presence  of  their  enemies ;  he  anoints  their  heads  with  oil, 
and  makes  their  cup  to  overflow,  Psal.  xxiii.  5.  There,  are 
special  directions  given,  that  no  traveller  may  miss  his  way, 
and  the  voice  of  the  divine  Spirit  behind  them,  saying,  This 
is  the  way,  when  they  turp  to  the  ri^ht  hs^id  or  to  the  left,' 
Isa.  XXX.  21. 

All  who  have  been  devoted  to  God  in  all  ages  have  con- 
sidered themselves  as  bearing  this  character :  thus  David 
speaks,  "  Thy  statutes  have  been  my  songs  in  the  bouse  of 
my  pilgrimage,'*  and  again,  'H  am  a  stranger  with  thee, 
and  a  sojourner."  And  the  apostle  tells  us  that  they  of 
whom  he  speaks  in  the  eleventh  chapter  of  the  Hebrews^ 
<<  confessed  that  they  were  strangers  and  pilgrims  upon 
earth,'*  seeking  a  better  country  ;  that  is,  an  heavenly  one, 
ver.  13,  &c. 

The  same  thing  appears  from  the  cauihns  given  and  the 
observations  made  to  the  first  christians :  thus,  St.  Peter  in 
his  first  epistle,  ^<  Dearly  beloved,  I  beseech  you  as  strangers 
and  pilgrims  abstain  ih>m  fleshly  lusts  which  wi^r  against 
Ihe  soul."    And  lest  we  should  be  too  closely  attached  tQ 
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AiB  world,  and  forget  cMir  tme  cbAracter)  Bt  fluil  A^ 
^<  Brethren,  the  time  is  shorts  it  remaiiiedi  tbit  kodi  Aej 
ttet  hare  wives  be  as  tiiough  they  had  BCMie;  ani  thef  that 
weep  as  thoagh  they  wept  not;  and  they  that  njoioe  as 
ihoogh  tliey  rejoieed  not)  and  they  that  biiy  as  tiMMghtbey 
possesied  not;  and  they  tkal  use  this  wofld  as  not  absflOf 
it;  for  tfeftshion  of  tUs  world  passetk  away,"  1  Cor.  m 
30,  &c. 

From  heaee  it  will  be  seen  how  luipossihie  it  wdl  be  to 
preaerf  e  holy  waUdng  with  God,  ankss  we  leek  to  hm 
coDtinoally  fiM*  direction  and  strength;  whrne  thsA  is  doas^ 
we  shall  not  fidl  from  our  steadflMtaess,  bvt  grow  ta  grace 
and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jesvs  to  elenal  life: 
when  this  is  not  done  the  life  of  God  is  soon  lost,  weksTO 
<<  the  way  of  naderstanding,"  and  are  agsin  ^^Aiiiad  ia  the 
congregation  of  the  dead."  To  prevent  thia  as  mash  as  pos« 
siUe,  let  ns  consider  the  evils  attendant  on  faaakdidiag,  and 
propose  means  for  the  furtherance  of  bdlness  ia  hesit  ssd 
life. 


^W       ■  T| 
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ON  aiiCfcsiitniao. 


Why  Trials  are  fiermiUed--The  causes  of  BaehlUmg-h 

various  kisids  and  degrees'. 

As  the  gospel  Is  confessedly  a  system  of  the  purest  and  nost 
perfect  benevolence,  as  its  great  Author  calls  himself  the 
God  of  love,  and  is  every  where  represented  as  opposed  to 
every  kind  and  degree  of  moral  evil,  it  is  impossible  that  to 
should  cause  any  to  depart  from  his  service^  to  enter  spi^ 
into  that  of  folly  and  iniquity.  He  does,  it  is  true,  pensit 
bis  children  to  be  variously  tried  and  e;iiercised;  but  ¥>  &( 


18  iliis  inttadad  to  lead  tkem  into  sin,  that  Ibe  sole  design  of 
sttdl  trbds  is  to  call  fiMrth  the  exercise  of  grace  in  tfaem,  tlmt 
thejr  may  be  saved  from  fidling  a  prey  to  surronnding  temp 
tations,  and  nmy  be  made  more  oonformaUe  to  their  liTing 
bend.  Henee  it  is  said,  ^'  Wbom  the  Lord  loveth  he  ehas* 
tonntb,  and  soouif^eth  eTery  son  whom  he  receivetb;"  and 
what  is  the  design?  It  is  ^^for  onr  profit,  that  we  might  be 
partakers  of  his  holiness.*'  The  apostle,  indeed,  allows  that 
^  no  ebasteniiq^  for  the  present  seemeth  to  be  joyous,  but 
grierotts  i  nevertheless,  afierwiff d  it  y ieldeth  the  peaceable 
fimit  of  rifi^iteonsness,  unto  Asm  whkh  we  exercised  th^^ 
hf.^\  It  is  in  this  view  that  we  are  to  regard  what  is  said  of 
God  templing  Abmbain,  he  put  his  fiutb  to  a  severe  proof, 
but  it  was  to  cMwh  it  with  greater  blessedncw  for  ever. 
This  caused  fit  #aaMS  to  say,  **  Let  no  man  say  iHien  he  is 
tempted,  I  atn  tempted  erf*  God,*'  that  is  to  sin,  <<  for  Ood  can- 
ned be  tempted  with  evil"  htmself,  neither  tempieth  he  any 
man*'  to  transgress  Ins  laws*  It  should  be  observed  that  I 
am  not  peaking  here  of  any  one  paittcular  trial  with  which 
he  may  be  pleased  to  exeivise  us,  but  of  trials  in  grnieral; 
and  as  it  is  evident  from  what  has  just  been  observed,  that 
all  the  people  of  God  are  more  or  less  tried.  It  may  be  pro« 
fiteble  to  enquire  why  tbos^  be  receives  into  his  fiimily  are 
thus  treated. 

WHY  TRIALS  ARE  PERMITTED. 

FiasT,  To  humbk  them, — ^Humility  is  Ae  principal  feature 
in  the  christian  character*  Without  this  we  can  neither 
conform  to  Christ  nor  walk  aoceptebly  in  his  ways,  ^'  He 
that  humbleth  himself  shall  be  exalted."  Now  the  remem« 
brance  ef  past  sin  has  this  eQect  on  the  mind  of  the  sincere 
christian,  as  says  the  prophet,  ^^  Thou  shalt  remember  thy 
ways  and  be  ashamed— and  I  viU  estoblish  my  covenant 
vrith  thee«— that  thofi  mayst  remember  and  be  confounded^ 
and  never  <^n  thy  mouth  any  more  because  of  thy  shame 
when  I  am  pacified  toward  thee  for  all  that  thou  bast  done^ 
f«ith  the  Lord  God,  £aek.  xvi»  61,  &c.    Aad  the  apostle 
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speaks  inuch  to  the  same  pnrpo^  in  his  episdeto  tiieRo- 
mans,  ^<  What  firuit  had  ye  then  in  those  things  of  which  ja 
are  now  ashamed?''  Indeed  it  appears  next  to  an  impossi* 
bilitjr  that  an  ingenuous  mind  should  remember  its  sin  and 
ingratitude  against  so  good  a  Grod^  and  not  be  deeply  hum- 
bled; all  which  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  economy  of 
gracei  where  God  promises  to  forgive  and  forget  our  iniqui* 
ties,  Heb.  viii.  IS^  Esek.  xx.  40 — 45. 

2.  That  they  may  be  canfanned  to  the  Lord  Jesus.*— That 
it  was  the  eternal  purpose  of  God  that  all  true  •belierers 
should  be  conformed  to  bis  Son  is  clear  from  what  St.  Paul 
observes  to  the  Romans,  diap.  viiu  29 ;  <<  Whom  he  did  fore* 
know,  he  did  predcBtinate  to  be  conformed  ^  the  image  of 
bis  Son;"  and  that  this  implied  a  coBfinrmity  to  his  passive 
as  well  as  active  graces  is  sufficiently  plain  from  what  is  ob« 
served  by  St.  Peter,  1  £pis.  2  Chap,  and  verse  SI,  <<  Christ 
(says  he)  also  suflSered  for  us,  leaving  us  an  example  that  we 
should  follow  his  steps — ^who,  when  he  was  reviled,  reviled 
not  again,"  &&    Not  that  we  are  called  to  the  same  great 
and  extraordinary  trials  with  which  he  was  exercised,  that  is 
not  required,  neither  indeed  could  we  bear  up  under  the  in- 
tolerable load;  but  those  who  live  in  his  Spirit  are  in  some 
sort  to  stand  against  the  same  enemies,  to  taste  the  same 
cup,  and  to  be  baptized  with  the  same  baptism  as  their 
Lord.    We  may  run  the:  parable  much  farther,  for  in  all 
things  it  "  behoved  him  to  be  made  like  unto  his  brethren." 
Hence  it  is  said,  ^*  Ye  are  circumcised  with  the  circuracisioo 
made  without  bands,  in  putting  off  the  body  of  the  sins  of 
the  flesh  by  the  circumcision  of  Christ,"  Col.  ii.  1 1.    "I  am 
crucified  with  Christ,"  Gal.  ii.  SO.   "  If  we  have  been  plant- 
ed together  in  the  likeness  of  his  death^  we  shall  be  also  in 
the  likeness  of  bis  resurrection.**  Roin.  vi.  5.    Once  more, 
*^  If  we  be  dead  with  him,  we  shall  also  live  with  him :  if  we 
^suffer  we  shall  also  reign  with  him,  2 -Tim.  ii.  12,  13. 

These  scriptures,  and  many  others  of  like  import,  shew 
clearly  the  will  of  Grod  towards  his  believing  children  in  thii 
matter,  and  it  naturally  arises  from  the  situatiop  in  wbi<^l) 
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thej  ttand  t6  their  Redeetner.  He  is  their  King,  and  thejr 
must  icoraplj  with  his  will,  and  that  is  copying  after  his  ex- 
eelieneies.  He  is  their  Lord^  the  great  Bridegroom  of  hifi 
church,  and  thej  must  love  him^  and  cleare  to  him  with  their 
whole  heart. 

3.  To  exercise  their  grace. — Men  scarcely  know  them- 
selves till  thej  are  tried.     It  is  by  their  being  put  to  the 
proof  that  their  abilities,  fortitude,  and  resolution  are  disco- 
vered. It  is  the  same  in  the  christian^  While  his  heart  over^ 
'flows  with  gratitude  and  love,  and  all  things  go  on  well  and 
smoothly,  it  appears  an  easy  thing  to  him  to  be  a  christian. 
When  wind  and  tide  are  favourable,  the  pilot  proceeds  joy- 
fully ;  but  as  there  are  storms  and  dangers  at  sea,  which  will 
require  the  utmost  of  his  skill  to  preserve  both  the  vessel 
and  passengers,  so  the  man  of  God  will  meet  with  storms  in 
passing  through  life,  which  will  tiy  his  wisdom,  his  patience, 
his  faith,  his  constancy,  and  every  part  of  his  character  as  a 
christian.  •  Thus  the  scriptures  speak,  '<  As  many  as  I  love  I 
rebuke  and  chasten — Be  zealous,  and  repent — ^The  trial  of 
your  faith  worketh  patience ;  but  let  patience  have  her  per- 
fect work,  that  ye  may  be  perfect  and  entire  lacking  no- 
thing— Behold  we  count  them  happy  which  endure— The 
trial  of  your  foith  being  much  more  precious  than  that  of 
gold  that  pertsheth."    In  a  state  of  suffering  the  christian 
sees  more  into  his  own  weakness  msd  into  the  power  and 
goodness  of  Grod,  which  produce  experience ;  and  this  in 
its  turn  produces  hope,  which  comforts  and  supports  the 
soul  to  bear  up  under  all  its  troubles,  till  it  finds  that  rest 
which  remains  for  the  people  of  God. 

4.  To  shew  our  aitackmeni  lo  CTlru^.— To  dall' ourselves 
christians,  to  observe  some  of  the  gospel  precepts,  and  to 
perform  some  of  its  duties,  may  be  pleasant  and  Agreeable 
enough ;  but  to  enter  fully  into  the  spirit  of  Christianity^ 
and  abide  in  it,  amidst  reproach  and  misrepresentation ; 
to  withstand  the  various  temptations  of  die  world,  the  4e>h, 
and  the  devil ;  to  suffer  patiently  under  the  afflictive  dis- 
pensations of  Divine  providence,  and  still  to  love  and  cleave 
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to  the  Saviour ;  here  ve  discorei^  the  high  esAJmatioB  we 
entertain  of  his  excellencies,  and  the  sfncerily  of  our  own 

Erofefiflion.    What  heroism  does  the  apostle  ^pliqr,  when 
e  exultinglj  exclaims,  ^<  Who  shall  separate  us  from  the 

love  of  Christ  ?    Shall  tribulation  ?  or  distress  ?  or  peisecu^ 

tion  ?  or  famine  ?  or  nakedness  ?  or  peril  ?  or  sword  ?— Nay 

in  all  things  we  are  more  than  conquerors  through  him  that 

loved  us.    For  I  am  persuaded  that  neither  death^  nor  life, 

nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  pre* 

sent,  jnor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  anj  other 

creature,  shall  be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  lova  of  God 

which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord/*    Does  not  every  one 

se^  that  6t.  Paul,  and  the  noble  sufferers  included  in  this 

holy  triumph,  give  much  greater  proof  of  their  attachmeat 

to  Christ  than  if  they  had  not  suffered  at  all  2    The  erowa* 

of  righteousness  is  sure  to  all  persevering  christiaa  suffer- 

ers;  and  as  such  love  their  Lord,  now  unseen,  he  will'coaot 

them  worthy  to  behold  his  glory,  and  dwell  with  him  for 

ever. 

5.  To  render  them  «ior€  worthy  of  keavmk^^Aa  heaven,  or 

eternal  li&,  is  said  to  be  the  gift  of  God,  through  Jenis 

Christ,  it  is  absurd  to  talk  of  meriting  it  hj  any  Works  of 

our's ;  |is  in  that  case  it  would  in  fitet  oease  from  beiiy  s 

gift,  and  must  be  considered  as  the  payment  of  a  jqsl  debt ; 

but  though  it  cannot  bo  merited,  yet  God,  who  bestows  bit 

&vours  as  he  pleases,  has  declared  in  what  manner  he  will 

act  towards  hb  creatures;  that  is,  be  has  declared  that 

whatsoever  any  man  soweth  that  shall  he  also  reqp ;  sad 

seeing  that  suffering  is  more  difficult  and  paia6U  to  besr 

than  it  is  to  do,  we  may  conclude  that  aU  Christ's  auiferefSf 

or  those  who  suffer  in  his  cause  and  spirit,  will  meeive  pro* 

portionate  rewards.    Ifwe  suffer  with  Christ,  we  ehall  be 

glorified  together,  Rom.  viii.  17 ;  ^  If  we  suffer  we  shsU 

^  also  reign  with  him:*'  and  so  great  will  this  gl^Hry  boi  that 

the  same  apostle  says,  ^^  I  reckon  that  the  sufferings  ef  the 

present  time  are  not  worthy  to  be  compaied  with  the  glory 

that  shall  be  revealed  in  us,"  ver*  18*    Moses  is  an  iOustri* 
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o«s  inslaoee  of  this  tntlh.  ^^  He  chose  to  suffer  affliction 
with  the  people  of  God— -for  he  had  respect  to  the  recom- 
pense of  reward,"  Heb.  xi.  25.  This  was  a  ^ise  choice; 
had  Moses  set  his  heart  oo  earthlj  riches^  honours^  and  plea- 
su^,  they  had  long  since  been  passed  away ;  but  by  placing 
it  on  heav^i,  be  has  been  blessed  and  glorious  for  thousands 
of  years.  We  know  not  how  these  rewards  will  be  propor^i 
tioned;  hAt'we  know  that  when  the  Lord  Jesus  was  speak- 
ing of  some  of  them,  he  spoke  in  stronger  language  than  he 
e^erdid  where  doin^  was  the  subject.  ^*  Blessed  are  ye 
when  men  shall  revile  yon,  &c«  Hyoice  and  be  exceeding 
glad:  for  great  is  your  reward  in  heaven."  And  when  SU 
John  in  his  visions  beheld  the  suffering  saints  of  God  in 
their  glorified  state,  they  are  thus  described  to  him,  '^TI  se 
are  they  that  cameout  of  great  tribulation^  and  have  washed 
their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb^ 
Therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  God,  and  serve  him 
dayand  night  in  his  temple :  and  he  that  ditteth  upon  the 
throne  shall  dwell  among  them ;  they  shall  hunger  no  more, 
neither  thirst  any  more,  neither  shall  the  sun  light  on  them^ 
or  any  heat :  for  the  Lamb^  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the 
throne^  shall  feed  them,  and  shall  lead  them  to  living  foun* 
taims .  of  water  s  and  God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears  front 
thoir  eyes."  Them,  therefore,  who  are  called  to  snfier 
according  to  the  will  of  God  should  not  faint  under  theii^ 
sufferings,  since  such  a  glorious  recompense  awaits  them  in 
the  presence  of  him,  who  himself  was  made  perfect  by  suf^ 
feripgs.  Thus  we  see  why  God  may  and  does  permit  those 
tbat  love  him  to  be  exercised  with  sufferings ;  it  is  to  in* 
crease  their  piety,  that  they  may  be  made  happier  for  even 
6.  It  arises  from  the  general  ftaie  of  the  world. — ^Which- 
iOT^r  ifray  we  turn  our  eyes  towards  mankind,  we  be* 
hold,  or  suspect  suSering,  either  as  now  inflicted,  or  to  be 
inflicted;  all  being,  in  consequence  of  sin,  subject  to  vanity, 
sorrow^  and  death.  If,  as  a  punishment  for  sin,  war  beper- 
jnitted^'  the  people  of  God  must  hav6  their  share  of  the  cala* 
mity*    If  scarcity  prevail  for  the  same  cause^  they  must  feel 

3n 


the  pr^flBOre  of  Want  iti  fcoiiimdn  nrftb  blke^.  if  trtnfe  mi 
commerce  fiiil^  they  riitliit,  ff'otn  the  general  ^tate  of  things, 
experience  the  tommon  difflfcnlties.  They  ate  liable  to 
fitmilar  accidents  and  diseaseg;  smd,  in  short,  to  the  same 
troubles  and  afflictions  as  otheih).  It  cannot  be  otherwise^ 
Unless  ive  suppose  a  oontitiued  chain  of  miraci^kms  interpo- 
eitions  in  their fkvout-,  whithis  itieohsistent  with  hisdedara^ 
tions  and  designs.  Their  sitaatidb  i6  ihdeed  inueb  bdtter  thaa 
those  of  othen^  Hd  it  respects  spiritual  pri titeges^  such  as 
promises,  conseljitioh^  divine  snppoft  and  direction,  ftc.  In 
other  respects^  while  they  remain  in  the  body,  they  must  €%• 
pect  the  common  lott  They  should  not^  hoWef  M'i  coifapkih; 
tor  if  the  eontintied  c&lamities  bt  the^  ikrdrld  arise  from  con* 
tinned  transgression,  then  their  own  oifences,  #hile  they  lit* 
fed  without  God,  and  were  destitute  of  a  well-f<^nded  htipe^ 
may  be  the  cause  of  their  own  SuflRMiiigs  ftiid  tbl>se  of  others. 
David  sinned,  and,  though  folrgiveH,  the  cbnsequ^liees  Of  his 
airi  were  attended  not  ohiy  with  gre&t  troubli^  to  hilns^lf  Hiid 
family^  but  with  great  and  distressing  ealamttle^  to  fain  sab* 
jects*  Besides,  if  we  cotisider  how  often  we  offbAd,  eVon  aftet 
the  illuiliination  of  our  minds^  and  otir  cenvei^ioti  to  Gdd^ 
in  ways  which  may  afifett  botk  bltr^ltes  aitd  oll^^^  W6  lia^ 
justly  expect  chastisement  ifi  ^iae  forUi  Oi*  oikr.  ^Ai 
many  a^  I  love  (says  the  Lotxl  Jestls)  I  Rebuke  and  thaitb; 
be  zealous  therefore  And  repeat  J'  FcMra^muidb  thIA  as  thii 
probationary  state  e)[pose$  all  to  set^lre  triaU^  D&ofO  or  iWS) 
the  people  of  God  must  not  expect  freedom  frOAi  theiii,  till 
ihey  obtain  the  rest  that  is  prepared  for  ihWak  Ifl  heaVOlf . 
.  7.  it  may  be  intended  a)9  <i  ^^5oit  H^  M«  l^ifgiHfl^. — Intitf^^ 
of  severe  persecutidnii  the  distiresse^  of  lie  cbubefa  of  God 
have  been  so  great,  that  bad  they  not  bMa  fe jlLlNiiii*diilarily 
^Buppsrted  by  him)  and  ch^etied  by  tlie  prbspeict  6f  nev«^ 
•nding  iUicity,  they  would  have  been  <<  of  ali  tmtii  the  mast 
miserable:"  and  as  they  may  be  called  to  beAvv  i^ilstibto^ 
when  Jehovah's  bridle  is  id  the  Itpi  of  ptosemlia^  what 
ought  wicked  men  to  iafbr  from  tliU  ?  0«|^  iMy  trii  to 
reflect^  and  saj,  <  And  does  God  tiiitt  uttiol  hia  Wkl^ii 


« 

wlipia  lie  lf)i!f9fi  i  P|D0B  be  give  thefa  $o  lurgtly  of  tlie  cup 
of  sprrofr^  jfind  f^\iw  i^fV  ^9  ^^®  se  many  Utters?  What 
will  be  our  lot  f^  the  lapf  2  If  he  smre  not  theip^  can  ire 
hope  to  e^CABf  ^  ^f  ^^P^  F^o  are  (he  olyepts  p/f  hiB  loyej^ 
^if 4  ^e  &it^fu|  8ulg/sct8  of  |if9  r]g{it|»pi}8  gpyernmeat,  are 
thus  dpalt  witii,  tlifiii  df f9$v4fu],  most  dreadfol  vrill  be  the  pu- 
iiisluueqtfi  of  tjifi  VoFfeera  of  iwquitj.  ^04  thun  the  apoetli^ 
|rea90D9>  ^^Tbe  iimf  is  cpfif.e  that  jp4siupPl  °\V{^  b^in  at 
the  holls^  of  Go4;  ap4  if  }t  ^f^t  hegio  at  i^s,  vfl^t  shall  thq 
eqd  be  of  them  that  obpy  pot  the  gospe}  of  God  I  And  if 
t|ie  righteous  scarcely  he  saved,  yvhpre  shaU  the  ungodly 
^|l4  ^^  sinner  appear  V*  Supposing  that  tl^ere  is  an  allu* 
^ion  hjere  to  the  judgments  which  were  poming  upoQ  the  un- 
beli^ying  Jews,  the  sapie  thii^g  applies  to  all  ifiio  are  living 
in  their  sins,  in  a  fiiller  and  pini>a  dre$idful  sen^,  a^  ijt  iie« 
f pects  thp  righteous  judgm^nM  ef  Qpd  in  a  futM^e  state..  If 
he  c^a^es  hi;  children  hl^re,  he  irill  updpifhti^y  punish  . 
hjs  e|9pmi/^  hen»^^er. 

8.  To  render  the  heavenly  siaU  mpre  ^irqbk. — ^When  w^ 

compare  time  with  eternity,  and  consider  the  shortness  of 

the  one,  and  the  length  of  the  other,  it  do^  npt  appear  of  so 

much  concern  what  bur  portion  is  while  we  remain  below,  as 

.wha^  ojor  statP  waU  he  in  parity  *  .  Xan's  jU|e  ffi  .transient,  f^ 

4he  gn»9  whi(^  in  the  morning  ^^  ftpurisheth  and  groireth  iip^ 

and  in  .the  evolving  is  cut  down  and  withereth;^'  but  a  future 

^tate  is  a  state  .^f  WfOfiffi  dMUipn.    J£  then  M  b^  onr  lot  to 

labour  and  sorro^if,  to  be  jt^^pted  ai^d  yariousjiy  ^xerc^d, 

we  should  uDmember  how  soon  it  wiU  be  gone ;  aJKid  pur 

Jtiearts  should  be  constanjtfy  set  vpw  that  morp  perftct  ^tat^ 

jo^:hei|ig  where  none  of  these  evil?  will  ever  be  jfeilt,  and  whene 

.ihe  ^m^^yiest  temptation  to  evij  wUl  n^ver  be  jfLuowD.    W^t^ 

the  pcMTt  js  to  the  sea-beaten  and  fatigued  warrior,  or  xftpoa^ 

after  labour  to  the  wearied  hvsbandmauy  that,  and  muob 

more  thftn  that,  ii  heaven  .to  the  tempted  and  tij^  (duistiaa. 

This  .then  may  be  designed  by  our  henveniy  fathf^  in  tI|D 

txctttUes  which  come  upon  us,  that  yffi  ^puldbe  moi;e  con-* 

.tent  to  .^uit  .the  present  worid,  that  Tifi  may  c^itpr  witfr 
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earnest  longing  into  bis  presence,  where  there  is  fulness  of 
joy,  and  may  drink  of  the  river  of  his  pleasures  eternally. 
This  appears  to  ha^e  been  the  state  of  mind  in  which  the 
primitive  followers  of  the  Lamb  lived  in  the  midst  of  their 
great  temptations  and  aflSictions.  <^  We  know  that  if  our 
earthly  house  of  this  tabernacle  were  dissolved,  we  have  a 
building  of  God,  an  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  ia 
the  heavens.  For  in  this  we  groan  earnestly,  desiring  to 
be  clothed  upon  with  our  house  which  is  from  heaven — that 
mortality  may  be  swallowed  up  of  life :"  and  adds,  ^'  Now 
he  that  hath  wrought  us  for  the  self<>8ame  thing  is  God;"  it 
being  the  work  of  Gt>d^8  Spirit  thus  powerfully  to  turn  our 
hearts  towards  the  heavenly  state.  When,  therefore,  our 
trials  have  this  tendency,  they  help  us  forward  to  that  glo- 
rious world  where  we  shall  praise  God  for  grace,  comfort, 
and  trials,  fo>r  ever.  From  hence  it  appears  that  several 
reasons  may  be  assigned  why  Grod  permits  his  children  t6  be 
tried  and  variously  exercised  without  any  design  on  his  part 
of  leading  them  into  sin.  This  being  premised,  let  us  noir 
consider 

THE  CAUSES  OF  BACKSLIDING. 

•      •  •  • 

As  men  may  fkll  from  their  stead&stness  in  different  wayfS 
according  to  the  situations  in  which  they  are  placed,  and  the 
temptations  by  which  they  are  surrounded,  no  particular 
description  can  be  given,  I  shall  therefore  endeavour  to  re* 
present  it  in  general  terms,  and  begin  with 

1.  Unwatchfubiest.^-^'Nothing  tends  so  much  to  backslid- 
ing from  God  as  this,  because  we  no  sooner  give  way  to  any 
thing  of  which  our  oonscienoe  disapproves  than  its  tendency 
IS  to  weaken  and  discourage  us.  It  is  therefore  of  the  ut* 
roost  importance  to  watch  against  evil  in  all  its  forms,  and 
against  temptations  in  all  their  varieties,  that  we  may  not 
have  our  confidence  in  God  weakened,  nor  our  souk  divert- 
ed froni  pursuing  that  way  which  the  Lord  hath  marked  out 
for  us^  ^^  Watch  and  pray,  that  ye  enter  not  into  tempta* 
tion,^-  belongs  to  all  the  disciples  of  the  Lord  Je^s.    Our 
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spiritaal  enemies  or  their  agents  are  ever  ready  to  take,  us 
by  surprise ;  and  if  thej  cannot  wholly  'destroy,  they  will 
rob  us  of  our  comforts  and  hinder  us  in  our  !ieavenly  jour- 
ney. What  numbers  have  fallen  through  not  being  upon 
their  guard;  some  into  one  evil,  others  into  another,  accord* 
in^  to  their  situation  in  life,  their  besetting  sin,  or  the  pe*^ 
culiap  temptation  to  which  they  happen  to  be  exposed !  It 
is  therefore  of  the  utmost  importance  in  the  christian  life 
for  all  to  be  constantly  upon  their  guard  against  evil,  with« 
out  which  backsliding  from  God  is  certain. 

Indeed  wo  must  not  only  watch  against  outward  evils, 
but  we  must  watch  ozer  our  own  hearts.  ^'  Take  heed, 
brethren,  (said  the  apostle)  lest  there  be  In  any  of  you  ai| 
evil  heart  of  unbelief,  in  departing  from  the  living  God." 
The  imascination,  that  ^<  chamber  of  imagery,*'  must  be  care* 
Iblly  watched,  or  we  shall  be  carried  away  from  our  centre, 
and  our  sinful  thoughts  will  soon  fill  the  mind,  to  its  great 
detriment,  and  the  dishonour  of  him  who  tries  the  reins  and 
heart.  In  like  manner  we  must  watch  the  senses,  or  they 
will  assuredly  betray  us;  and  whatever  is  in  danger  of  deli- 
vering us  into  the  power  of  our  spiritual  enemies  must  be 
kept  under  the  controul  of  reason,  as  reason  must  under  the 
spirit  of  truth  and  wisdom.  He  that  does  not  thus  watch, 
will  fall  by  little  and  little,  either  into  dead  formality  or 
gross  immorality. 

And  as  we  should  thus  guard  against  evil,  and  keep  our 
hearts  with  all  diligence,  so  we  should  have  our  eyes  in 
holy  watchfulness  to  God,  expecting  help  and  the  fulfilment 
of  his  promises  in  the  time  of  trouble  and  temptation,  as  said 
the  psalmist,  ^'  My  soul  waiteth  for  the  Lord  more  thaii 
they  that  watch  for  the  morning  ;^^  for  if  the  earnest  expeo* 
tation  of  good  cease  in  the  soul,  it  will  soon  fiiU  into  the 
snare,  and  sink  again  under  the  power  of  evil. 

S.  /lutoftt'/f/y.-^Resolution  is  needful  for  the  accomplish- 
ment  of  any  work  or  purpose  among  men,  and'  nothing  k 
more  likely  to  frustrate  our  attempts  than  irresolution  and 
ut^steadiness..  The  tame  is  true  in  the  divine  as  in  common 
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at  those  uho  are  triify  following  the  Lord  Jesus*    There 
arC)  however,  many  who  profits  religion  who  do  not  act  at 
thej  ought,  and  others  who  oace  did  it,  cease  to  doit  now; 
that  is,  have  left  the  service  of  their  great  Master,  to  serve 
sin  and  Satan.    Wheo,  therefore,  we  see  any  deficient  in  the 
christian  character  and  tanper,  or  guilty  of  any  kind  of  im- 
morality, we  should  pity  and  pray  for  them ;  but  we  ought 
not  to  think  the  worse  of  religion  for  their  sakes,  much  lew 
to  follow  aay  of  their  irregularities.    We  have  set  before  us 
the  most  perfect  pattern  of  piety  and  holiness  in  the  person 
of  Christ,  and  it  is  to  him  tint  we  should  look,  and  it  is  his 
excellencies  we  should  copy.    ^<  Be  ye  followers  of  God  as 
dear  children,"  said  St.  Paul.    If  this  direction  were  truljr 
followed,  none  need  ever  be  turned  aside  by  the  misconduct 
of  others.    It  was  on  this  account  that  he  .proposed  himself 
and  his  fellow-labourers  as  patterns  to  the  Philippiniis  3  ^  Bre- 
thren, be  followers  together  of  me,  and  nsdc  then  whicli 
walk  80,  atf  ye  have  us  for  an  example;"  for  they  trod  in  (ke 
Redeemer's  steps,  while  many,  professing  themselves  bis 
followers,  were  enemies  to  his  cross,  and  minded  enriblj 
things.    The  world  expects  that  such  as  profess  jreligioD 
should  act  accordingly,  and  the  people  at  God  have  an  un* 
doubted  right  to  expect  the  same  one  of  another.  Bttt  if  snj 
act  contrarj^to  their  religiotts  profession,  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at,  from  the  present  state  of  things ;  howerer,  what 
improprieties  soever  appear  in  professedly- roHgiotis  charac- 
rters,  no  one  ought  to  take,  offence  or  etumble  at  them^  while 
the  Lord  of  life  and  glory  and  the  nature-of  religion  eoptinue 
the  satne.    Yet  it  is  to  be  feared  that,  because  ^Siniqoitj 
thiis  abounds,  the  love  of  many  waxes  coid.'^'    But  siu'elj 
we  should  not  do  evil  because  others  do  it^  or  feUow  them 
:when  they  go  astray.  This  would  be  acting  the  port  of  siUy 
and  jieadstrong  sheep,  who  foHiHV  their  daring  leader  into 
'MUy  destruction  into  which  their  haste  may  pLa^ge^tbem. 
'    What  has  already  been  spoken  under  this  head.  h««  heen 
chiefly  in  reference  to  the  professors  of  rdjgiO0(  but  it  u 
-greatly  to  be  feared  diat  nmny'ivho  once  ran  w^  have  been 
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l|Uidered^  «i|d  even  tiimedaBide,  bylaokiqg.at  tl^e-wprld,  and 
beiag  tempted  to  tbink  that,  after  all  that  has  beea  said  to 
the  Gcmtraiy,  there  is  something  desirable  i^  sinful  plea<- 
sures,  4a  worldly  ^ow  and  parade,  and  in  being  esteemed, 
mtker  tban  being  cont^mi^d  and  despised  for  our  attentions 
to  religion}  apd;e8p«ctially  \diea  we  can  take  up  with  a  reli* 
gioB  whi^li  co8^  An  nothing,  which  happens  to  be  honour'^ 
able  itt'Ae  VMldf  wd  wjj/iicb,  while  it  approves  of  decency 
Qf  maimeitiir  fi^coots  us.  to  indulge  ourselves  in  a  variety  of 
tbiiM|8  iBrb»b4lN'  stricter  pnecepts  ^f  real  Christianity  forbid, 
es  'iafiOMi^teiMkd^tbfir  wiM^  tb^  j^oiy  of  God  or  the  true  in« 
tereats  of  th^f  imi|iartaI^fO{)L  .  TJius^  many  who  bad  ^^a^kcm, 
€»cafitA  ftotn  tb^  <whQ  liye  ii^  ^rror,"  are  again  entangled 
therein  anloversoDie.  .Th^re  was  a.  strange  .propensity  in 
the  IsraeUt^B  t9.  ^wtate  the  manners  of  their  heathenish 
Beigbbom^  and.  ^imyr  oi  those  who  haye  kn^wn  the  Lord, 
ami  etrteued  \f^  coyeaaiit.with  him^.have  in  ^11  ages  copiecl 
toa  mii4hitlft^  thaiff  erron^us  example.    What  a  dreadful 
instmice  bAi^  we  of  this  in  King  Sojlproon,  who,  after  the 
glorioii»  MMiitfe^atipiis  of  Jehovah,  suffered  his  idolfitrous 
wives  toisjMl  eway  Jiis  be9ii;t»    <'  Little  children,  (said  St. 
Jehn)  kMp  yenirstlir^  from  idols."    Worldly  appearance^ 
are  eslMBlfljr.d^lwive^  and  ,yet  liow  /e)v  consider  them  iu 
the  ertne'jii^.  in  wbicb  they  acie  xepresented-in  the  .scrip- 
tore^ '^^tbat  ell  is  vanity  and  iiexiitioB  pf  spirit!!' 

5.  JFUie  4fi^!ii'^i'P^''''^  ^^  ^^1^^  doctrines 

are  in  l^aAend  either  aiming  a^  their  owp  emolumeut,  or  the 
advaaoeflNe^ef  their  owa  honour  ;•  though  some  may  be 
actusted  by  ^etber  feotiyes,  such  a^  ignorance,  sup^stition, 
tind  fterfwm  'iit-wouldbe.  next-t9  impossible. to  enume- 
rate aU  itte«efyqfSn  that  have  .been  broached  among  them. 
8onerbttV||'ei|)lai)|edafffay«t))e  divinity  of  Christ,  diPgradfng 
him  to  a  mere  mao'  who  is  .higher  tban  the  angels,  while 
otWrtf  bemi#f|edJu«  bueuinity.  .  S9me  have  held  theco* 
veoaMt^.of  ifoi^kiB^airtbesi^re.gi;p^  of  acceptance  with  God, 
thiiB  icfeidiliiiif  tbeif 'Salvaiiyn^ impossible;  while  others 
have  leaintained  that  tb^  meral  law  is  dispensed  with  to  all 

3o 
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believers,  &c.  &c.  r  bat  ibe  great  tbing  in  ftlse  doctrines  is, 
the  making  the  way  narrower  or  wider  than  Gknl  has  made 
it.  The  fif^t  of  these  ai^e  sneh  as  bind  heairjr  bordens  opon 
/nen  and  grievous  to  be  borne,  as  our  Lord  said  of  te  Hia- 
riseos,  and  which  the  ftndiorites  and  ssealots  of  the  antidupia* 
tian  church,  enforced  bypenilties,  ftc;  and  the  others, 
>v  hose  principal  maxim  is,  ^^Let  us  fin,  that  gfvce  may 
abound,"  or  becauseit  does  abound.  Now  whoevw  enters 
upon  a  holy  Kfe,  and  walks  with  €fod  in  the  Wky  he  has  ap« 
pointed  and  approves  of,  and  afleirwards,  that  heiua^rbe 
under  less  restratnt,  gives  np  that  way,  and  diobs^  ancrtlier ; 
that  man  necessarily  departs  firom  God ;  and  bow  many  do 
this,  is  kiiown  only  to  bim  that  sees  all  tilings;  Again,  be 
who  chooaes  to  leave  the  plain  letter  of  scripture,  to  Mlow 
visiouarles,  and  imbibe  their  sentiments,  wiH  by  his  injudi- 
cious conduct  soon  be  bewildered ;  and,  engaging  lin  their 
deiTence,  be  ready  for  every  ii'esh  pretender,  and  for  all  their 
.ridiculous  and  monistrous  conceits.  It  was  reveried  eleariy 
i)y  the  Spirit  to  j^t.  P&ul,  that  in  the  latter  tittiea  sadi  impos* 
tors  should  arise^  <<I  know  this,  (said  he>  that  after  my^de* 
parting  shall  grievous  wolvei  enter  in  among  yov,  not  apnr- 
ing  the  flock.  Also  of  your  owftselves  shidi  men  arise, 
speaking  perverse  things,  to  draw  away  diseifAaa  after 
them,*'  Acts  xx.  S9,  SO ;  and  again  to  Timothy,  ^  in  the 
latter  time  shall  some  dispart  fitm  the  fiiitb,  givttig  heed  to 
seducing  spirits  and  doctrines  of  devils,  speaking  Uer  in  fcy* 
pocrisy^'^  &c.  Thus  every  believer  ought  to  be  atri^ly.  npcm 
hi»  guard  against  all  those  who  attempt  to  eorrapt  ike  goai» 
pel  of  God  his  Saviour,  andlie  carefhl  not  lo  give  ear  to  any 
doctrine  derogatory  to  his  honour.  Truth  must  te  loved 
Sot  its  own  sake,  and  its  dictates  followed,  or  wo  must  ez« 
pect  to  fall  into  error ;  and  how  ftur  that  ftlae  ligkt  may  lead 
.us  into  danger,  cannot  be  easily  divined. 

6.  Not  pressing  after  grMer  Airfbiat.— <<  It  is  mgnod  tbbg 
thstt  ^i«  fa^u^t  be  established  with  grate,**  said  tbo  apoade. 
Not  attending'  strictly  to  this  Dnaxim  has  beta  tbn^dMnafldl 
of  many.    The  regenerate  find  ih'themtelfel^)  oik  toofliany 
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oocaueiiiy  the  tniUi  of  tke«0  words,  ^The  flesh  losteth 
against  ttie  Spuit,  and  the  Spirit  against  tlie  flesh  :*'  and  hoir 
is  the  vietoiy  to  be  gained  over  the  corniptioa  of  our  na^ 
tore,  bat  bj  constantly  looking  up  to  God  for  his  power  and 
graoe?    "He has  given  to  us  exceeding  great  and  precious 
promises,  that  bj  these  we  might  be  partakers  of  the  my  ma 
If  ATuaa;*'  and  he  expects  that  webelievoi  receive,  and  ear- 
piestlj  desire  their  fiilfilment,  that  the  graces  of  fitith,  virtue, 
knowledge,  temperance,  patience,  godliness,  brotherly  kind- 
joess,  and  charity,  may  abound  in  us  ;..and  that  ,we  may  nei- 
ther be  barren  npr  unfruitful  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lwd 
Jesus  Christ*    If  these  things  fure  attended  to^  v9b  shall  ne- 
ver fall,  2  Pet  i.  5,  Sec  This  implies,  if  there  be  not  proper 
diligence  used,  and  these  things  sought  after,  we  sh^ll  cer- 
tainly fidl.    Unless  tha  mind  is  kept,  in  pursuit  of  all  the 
Iford  is  willing  to  impart,  the  temptations  of  Satan,  and  his 
numerous  devices,  will  ensnare  us,  the  oares,  pleasures,  and 
diflSculties  of  lifij^  will  intoxicate  oj  drpa-n  us,  l^uke  xxi.  34, 
1  Tim.  yi.  &,  10^  and  ournature  will  prevail  iigaiust  us,  and 
cause  -us  to  turn  again  to  the  we^ak  and  beggarly  elements, 
and  we  shall  again  be  in  bondage  to  our.  former  JdolatrieSj 
Gal.  iv.  8, 9.    Such  make  shipwreck  of  faith  abd  a  good. 
eoQseienoe,  and  may  even  go  so  fiur  as  to^^  forget  that  they 
were  purged  from  their  old  sins.'*    What  pecessity  then  is 
laid  upon  us  not  to  sleep  as  dp  others ;  not  to  oast  away  our 
CMifidence}  not  to  say  ^saX  surely  all  bitterness  is  past,  that 
we  have  now  no  more  to  do;  our  state  is  so  secure  Uiat  ther«t 
is  no  danger?    How  much  nearer  to  the  spirit  of  the  gospel 
ahall  we  come^  if  we  s^f  with  one  who  seemed  to  think  that 
«her0  wasacarcely  aigr  thing  dcme  till  all  was  done;  ^\  Bre- 
thren, 1  count  not  myself  to  have  apprehended:  but  this  one 
thing  I.  do,,  foigettiag  those  things  which  are  behind,  and 
reaching  forth  to  the  things  which  are  before,  I  press  to- 
ward the  Buurk  :#>r  the  pciae.of -the  high  calling  of  God  in 
i/nnaiJesQs, 

Other  causes  might  be  mentjoiied.besides  those  enumerat- 
ed, as  travelling  and  mixing,  with  great  variety  of  strangers; 
Vf  iog.  kept  long  from  public  ordinances^  taking  offence  at 
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dthers;  Sudden  eleTation  or  d^ressidn  of  fortune,  iVnpefioiift 
j^erseculin'g  superidrs,  unnecessarjr  dabbling  in  pdlMos^  ftc.  s 
1)ut  thes^  and  many  others  may  be  brought  under  i^ne  olr 
other  of  these  heads.  I  efaall  therefore  fiismiss  tlm-  heed, 
and  proceed  to  sfaeir  ' 

THE  VARIOUS  DEGREES  OF  BACKSLIDING. 

THERfi  are  many  degrees  of  backsliding  spoken  of  in  scrip* 
fure,  and  it  is  from  this  ever-feithftit  and  unerring  word  that 
vfe  must  discover  them,  The  eyes  of  the  Lord  afe  continur 
ally. upon  all  the  ways  of  men,  and  he  seeth  all  theii*  doings, 
and  nothing  can  possibly  be  hid  from  his  all-penetrating 
view.  We  are  incapable  of  judging  the  real  state  of  religit 
ous  professors  in  a  thousand  instances,  and  are  liable  to  make 
numerous  mistakes.  This  is  not  the  ^se  with  him  at  all. 
Let  us  then  carefully  attend  to  what  he  speaks  concerning 
this  matter.  The  backslidings  spoken  of  in  his  holy  word, 
are  either  those  of  the  heart  or  life.    Let  us  take  notice 

■         .   .  . » * 

I.  Of  those  of  the  heart. — ^It  is  plain  both  from  fcriptma 
and  experience,  that  men  may  decline  !n  heart  irofn  God, 
while  there-  still  may  be  kept  up  the  exterior  garb  and  ap- 
pearance of  piety;  yea,  a  degree  of  real  piety  itself.  Tlii$ 
appears  suiBciently  plain  from  what  follows  concerning  fhe 
^ouPs  departure  from  God. 

We  depart  from  him  when  we  leave  our  first  hoej  Rev.  ii.  4. 
By  first  love  is  to  be  Understood  that  love  which  we  feel  to 
God,  and  every  thing  which  belongs  to  him,  when  we  nrt 
first  converted  to  himaelf.  There  may  be  the  appearance  of 
this  love  by  some  attentions  to  religious  Service?,  where  it 
never  properly  took  place  in  the  heart;  and  avch  persons^ 
without  haying  fully  proved  the  power  of  Christianity,  may 
feel  themijtelyes  disposed  to  make  a  profession  of  religion*  I 
shall  just  name  a  few  of  them,  and  pass  them  by,  to  speak  of 
those  who  have  actually  partaken  of  the  heavenly  gift; 

Some  walk  with  Jesus  for  a  time,  till  they  difecover  the 
spirituality  and  strictness  of  hi^  doctrines;  and  then  thej 
<<  go  back,  and  walk  no  more  with  him.'* 

Some  receive  the  seed  of  divine  troth  into  their  hctarts: 


but  ibr  want  of  d«e  feiecKon,  an  u{irighi  ntoniioii,  and 
firm  resolotion  to  .ba'cn-fhe  Ldrfl's  side^  thd  seed  is  lost,  and 
their  sooIb  remain  barren;  and  these  slaves  of  sin,  and  theti* 
religion,  sink  into  the  world  together. 

There  are  those  who  |mt  on  the  a^fRarabceil  of  piety,  or 
attend  divine  ordinances  out  of  eomp'Bance  to  the  wishes  of 
others;  and  as  sbon  as  the  constraint  ceases,  as  the  bow  flies 
back  on  slaekenng  its  string,  so  these  fly  back  to  their  sins 
and  fellies. 

And  theie  are  not  a  few  of  those  who  can  <<  feign  them* 
selves  jnst  persons,'^  to  accompiish  some  favourite  dl»sign, 
had,  whether  they  gain  their  poiat  or  ikil  in  it,  soon  disap* 
pear,  and  are  gdne. 

These  nay  be  termed  in  some  sense  baduKdera,  at  least, 
sndi  persdns  may  pass  with  some  fer  reiligionists,  and  may, 
when  they  discover  themselves  in  their  true  colour,  do  harm 
in  the  world  $  but  as  those  who  have  knowi^  the  goodness  of 
Ood,  and  left  him,  are  the  greater  mmers,  I  shallspeak  only 
of  these  in  the  following  remarks. 

Bat  with  rsgard  to  flrit  love. — ^Whea  the  soul  W  truly 
converted  to  God,  and  is  assured  of  its  acceptance  in  Christ) 
the  love  we  feel  to  him  is  fell  of  tenderness,  gratitude,  and 
admivation.    Christ  is  then  all  in  all  to  the  believer.    His 
naaie,  services,  ways,  and  grace,  are  all  precious.    We  see, 
we  ieel  his  infinite  coinpassion,  and  this  teaches  us  to  disco- 
ver ecmething  of  thb  same  %o  all,  boA  friends  and  enemies* 
This  state  of  mi^d  should  always  continue  at  least ;  as  there 
Is  no  cause  wl^  God  shotitd  baye  lass  of  our  love,  but  mnnf 
why  he  fhoold  hi|ve  moiie,  we  ihould  never  d^iae  in  it.   Yet 
it  is  to  bfi  feared  Aat  naany^  rety  mfiny  do  leave  this  most 
blessed  state  ii|to  which  they  are  brought  through  the  tender 
mer^  of  God,  and  iiohtent  themselves  with  a  smaller  de- 
gree of  it  fer  years  together.    Such  persons  may  imitate  iii 
some  sort,  in  their  woirks,  and  labour,  and  patience,  the  angel 
of  the  Ephesian  church;  but,  like  him,  they  must  eirpectthe 
reproof  ^^  I  have  somewhat  against  thee,  because  thou  hast 
left  thy  first  love  }**  and  in  geneiid  where  the  reproof  is  dii* 
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regarded,  aad  thejr  do  not  riie  Aom  tkmr  fidl,  their  slate  be- 
comes woBse and  worse^  till tkeircaadlestiek is rMMved,  as 
his  was,  unless  he  repented.  The  nest  stage  of  departnre 
from  Grod  is, 

7%6  ibM  o/ipjfAi«nf<i^.~^<  Then  hast  a  nanm  thstthou 
Utest  and  art  dead^  Ber.  Mi*  1*  The  true  life  of  the  soul 
consists  in  its  union  with  Christ,  who  is  the  true  Tine.  If 
we  become  firuitlees  in  his  service,  or  cease  from  our  entire 
dependance  upon  hin^  the  graces  of  our  souls  will  wiAer 
and  decay,  and  oTeiy  such  branch  at  iast  is  taken  away  by 
Ae  great  husbandman,  the  eternal  Father,  John  zir.  1, 8; 
and  without  watchfidnen,  diligence,  and  sinoerity,  this  will 
be  the  case.  Such  characters  would  thersfere  do  -well  to 
call  to  remembrance  how  they  reeeived  thegrace  of  God; 
how  they  heard,  and  the  attentions  they  paid  to  the  <Mrades 
of  truth;  and  keep  their  hM.  of  him  who  miif  can  support 
and  keep  them  from  felling.  This,  widi  true  and  unfeignod 
vtpentanee,  may  restore  them;  but,  without  this,  the  Lord 
says,  ^^  He  will  come  upon  them  as  a  thie^  unexpectedly  and 
terribly,  and  take  away  their  gi^eat  and  inraiiiable  prttn^^^B^ 
Rer.  iii.  2, 3;  thai  is,  he  will  blot  out  their  names  from  the 
book  of  life,  and  refuse  to  confess  their  names  bdbte  his 
heoTeoly  Father,  ver.  6;  but,  on  thmr  sincere  rntiini,  the 
yery  rererse  will,  after  all,  be  their  portion.  Alas, 'bow 
many  souls^  who  once  were  alive  to  Gkid,  and  in  whom  att 
the  graces  of  his  Sfixi^  dwelt,  ate  now,  though  they  pam  fer 
good  christians  before  the  woild,  and  even  before  ^tMr  bre- 
thren^ under  the  power  of  seeret  sin,  of  evil  desii^,  of 
pride,  bigotiy,  revenge,  avariciousnem,  and t>tlier  sins;  for 
if  the  heart  becomes  barren  of  grace,  it  will  become  fln^tfid 
in  sin. 

CmnUmamng  ^m  4»  dkers  is  another  degree  of  backslid^ 
iiig,  Rev.  ii.-  U.-t*This  at  least  was  reprotable  in  thcf 
ehurohes  of  Pergamos  and  IHiyatisn^  whore  the  evil  wns  that 
of  fe^  and  corrupt  teaching,  and  for  wiihA?  th^  kte  warn* 
ed,  and  called  upon  tp  repent,«Ter.  1§,  CS.  It  was  thn  also 
irhidi  was  laid  to  the  ehaige  of  iji,  th*t  ^<  his  sons  made* 
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tbeniflelves  vile,  and  he  restettkied  tliBDi  not/'  £v^  man 
who  is  phiced  in  arcninstanoes  to  reatrsin  the  connutflsion  of 
evil,  is  bound  in  conidence  to  do  it;  and  he  -that  does  it  not, 
sins  ;  especially,  when  he  not  onlj  permits  it,  hat  promotes 
it  by  jitttifying,  exteaualing,  or  coantenancihg  it  in  any 
way  whatelNit!.  ¥iie  Oorintbian  leaders  appear  to  hare 
been  gaillyt^  4ihia  ia -promoting  aportyapirit,  because  this 
gave  riae  to'MivyiBg^  ^llii^i  and  divisiOny  8  Oar*  iii^  4, 5;  aad 
in  case  of  the  hicaatuoas  member  cossplained  oftn  tiie  fifth 
chapter^  4hia  epistle,  and  of  sevofal  other  irregalaritieil^ 
Wlikrii  prthahiy  nmdar  the  apdatlesay,  ^^  I  ibarwhen  I  come 
1  drall  not  find  you  each  as  I  woukl,  and  Aat  i  shall  be 
fbmfd  of  you  sikh-asye  waaM  not^nand  that  I  shall  beirail 
many  Wlaeh  l«aw  sasaed  ahraady,  'and  have  not  rqpented,'* 
ftc.  For  he  well  halsw  tiereaAasss  of  men-  to*  imitate 
vthers  in  IhMa  lUags  which  arae^il  rather  than  those  whidi 
are  goodL  fl  is  evidea*  Ihat  sndi  proceedings  will  not  he 
coulitenmieadt  aer  is  any  Way  promeled,'  where  the. heart  is 
trady  right  with  God.  To  bid  «^  God^^speed  to  any  man  that 
ains,  is  Da  be  made  paitdker  of  hiaevilr  decids,'*  2  £pis.  John^ 
¥er.  11. 

/HrfaawrflMc^i—Uds^is  what  is  so  heavily  complained  of 
tn  the  Laodicean  ehnreh.  Rev.  iii.  16 ;  and  for  which  they 
are  thraiitened  witfi  entire  rejection.  This  is  a  state  of 
miild  >giaady  to  be  dreaded,  as  it  ptaees  aa  iai  weras  drcum* 
stances  than  even  such  as  were  never  truly  awahened,  as 
there  is  more  diflicultyin  effecting  our*  feiitofatibn  than 
their^s,  arising  ftom  the  dangerous  oonceit  we  m^y  enter-* 
tain  of  mir  personal  piety,  when  we  are  excesiuvaly  loath- 
some, in  Oe  sight  of  God,  ver.  16,  17.  What  intuit,  can 
tfhey  feel  in  ttte  advancement  of  piety  in  the  world,  who  have 
soffi^ned  ita  spiril  oonqilately  to  evaponste  I  Or  what  plea- 
sure in  divM^.ordinaaMs,  who  are  indiihre&t  about  attend- 
ing thaas  I  Will  snc^  brar  reproof  from  <Sod's  servants  or 
be  affiscted  with  their  ^apostulations  I  No.  Wfli  they  not 
tather  ^^  deal  proudly  and  harden  theirneckd,  and  not  hear- 
hea  to  his  copioBandaieats,  nor  be  mindital  of  his  iimKlers .'" 
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cTiie  aeal  of  others  oAnd  tke«i,  aad  tlwee  ^^flesUy  lasts 
Kvhielft  war  against  ilie;9oul"  prevail  a^inat  then.  Forma- 
lit  J  in  devotioti,  coiiformitj  tO'  tbci  worlds  jiidgiqgr  others 
and  boBftiag'  q£  tbemselve^t  prodoawmt^.  Such  are  the 
lukeimrai.  The  '.^  fine  gold"  i»  kdeed  ^^  bjSCiWie  diai-r-the 
migbtj  are  fallen,  add  the  UmpwB  of  war^ne  |»emhed." 
A  lukewarm  chrietiaa,  if  in  anlbor^f ^  j«|piiM»vtl|e  fibape 
of  a  idiristian^  without  .hi«jdpicit;jfii. a Wiclder.  fer.parMes  ^ 
opiaioas,  and  b  defipiaer  of  othei»;  a.m^re  Djetrep|ie%  who 
toveih  to  hare  the  prefAmineAoe;:  fnatiilg  ageitiHt  lihope  witb 
floalicttias  words  feHia  ave  batl^  thaa  hifla^eUi  Md  WiH 
his  inflaeace  to  do  ha^^m  ratfier  than  good* .  • 
.  HaTing  thus  toached-upon  thaae  mafksijaf  buciMiding  is 
hearty  and  tiiough.eiril  aiaj  be  flappeaad  to  ii^iMiSrain  it  to 
others,  as  we^  as  tbeoMelTes ;  Iheir  slale^  hom^ilfiw^  J¥>t  ber 
ing  known  ^to  others  as  those  whA  .fidl  into,  anilfpird  traosr 
gression,  ii  oannot  be  s^pposed-tor  hMie.thecSqiliie  bad  effect 
upon  than;  On. 'this  account  I  shalLiiere4ia\^.  mmM^  ik 
eril  as  referring  to  themselves.  ^'  Th^  hfrckididcr  in  bssrt 
shall  he  filled  with  his  ow9i.M»9rs;"  that  jt»  Jhs  iraoderii^ 
shall  be  followed  with  their  just  reward,  barrenness^.m^sei]^ 
fear  aad  remos'se^  the  loss  of  epiriMfl  ioflucA^  aftd  Iub 
hopes  of  heaven ;  the  danger  ojT;  bfMftg  ifinal^j  ^apHrated 
from  Ohristy  and  of  throwing  9S  «M  veslMNit.^tttl  be4»9Goniei 
outwardly  fiaefeiie ;  leaves  the  ^^  way  ^^iwhiratandii^r)  ^ 
remains  in  the  coogifegation  of  thet  d^eAi"  T^ese  regisiiu 
are  sulBcieat for mj  purpose  at  present;  butdissrtas  tbsf 
are,  they  disoover  whftt  aa  .evil  thing  it  is  to  d^fiart  fion 
the  living  <Qod. 

2.  Bg€k$lidmgin  &/€.— When  ojto^^he  ibeart  of  wy  out 
is  departed  fiross  Crod,  and  his  blessed  Spiiatf.^jpienebed  sod 
grieved,  lihe  Saaipson,  shorn  of  Us  jhajr  Mkd  ataength,  bs 
soon  become  an  etey  prqr.  to  his  eae«iefi^aad«wlMi;he  bas 
again  entered  into  their  ser  wee,  many  jat.lfast  4iscoMr  U9  ^y 
their  immoral  conduct  and  bebaviout. 

They  neglect  the  mmm  af  groce.— Divine  ordtoaaees  sr^ 
the  appointed^  ways  l>y  which  the  gimceof-Qod  is  con^ey^^ 
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to  the  soak  of  men,  arid  tberefore  we  are  exhorted  not  to 
^<  forsake  the  assembling  of  ourselves  together — to  pray  one 
fbr  another— »to  confess  our  ikultis  one  to  another— -the  word 
of  Christ  is  to  dwell  in  us  richlj  in  all  wisdom — we  are  to 
teach  and  admonish  one  another  in  psalmsi  and  hjmns^  and 
apiritoal  songs,'*  &c.    Bj  these  means  the  church  of  God  is 
instmcted,  warned,  and  comibHed.    But  when  men  depart 
from  Crod  they  lose  their  desire  after  these  things;  they  be* 
gin  to  hate  reproof;  think  it  of  little  importance;  or,  con-* 
scious  of  their  guilt  and  base  ingratitude,  conclude  that  he 
whom  they  have  so  greatly  offended  will  regard  them  no 
more.    They  hare  found  other  objects  to  engage  their  atten- 
tion, and  their  time  is  spent  in  a  very  diflfbrent  manner,  and 
in  vety  difierent  pursuits.    When  We  are  in  a  truly  religious 
frame,  it  is  a  eaose  of  grief  to  us  to  be  kept  from  the  courts 
of  the  Lord,  and  we  mourn  as  David  did  when  driven  away  by 
his  envious  master,  Saul,  when  he  called  these  opportuni- 
ties to  remembraneei  <<  1  had  gone  with  the  multitude,  I 
went  with  them  to  the  house  of  God,  with  the  voice  of  joy 
and  praise,  with  a  multitude  that  kept  holy  day."    How 
changed  the  scene  when  any  depart  from  God !    They  shun 
the  company  and  conversation  of  such  as  associate  for  his 
woraliip,  and  by  their  absence  declare  to  the  world  that  they 
no  l<>nger  held  communion  with  the  Father  and  the  Son ; 
that  they  are  no  longer  concerned  for  the  honour  of  religion^ 
rad  that  they  feel  no  longer  interested  in  its  sacred  mys- 
teries. 

They  may  attend  the  ministry  of  the  word  upon  particu* 
lar  occasions,  either  to  hear  some  favourite  preacher^  or  to 
shew  their  munificence  in  supporting  some  charitable  de« 
ajgn;  they  nmy  even,  when  some,  totally  strangers  to  its  na« 
tare,  attack  the  principles  of  genuine  piety^  defend  it  against 
their  weak  but  malicious  animadversions;  yet,  while  they 
are  themselves  negligent  and  unwilling  to  observe  its  wise 
and  holy  precepts,  it  <Mily  provee  how  deeply  they  are  fellen, 
who  can  act  in  opposition  to  what  they  judge  right  tosuic* 
tioa  and  defend;  and  the  true  charge,  <J  Ye  have  gone  away 
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firott  my  otdibMcea^  aiMl  bave  n^t  kept  (beiD,"  qivks  tbeir 
wanderiqgs. 

Wresting  Oic  scripturis. — ^Tbe^e,  ^  oon^fi^  tbe  reveal- 
ed will  of  God^  are^  as  iir  a9  tb^ir  preceptive  ai^d  experi* 
meotal  p^rta  are  coneern^d*  e^^e^bediiigly  plain  iindckar, 
and  every  waj  aufficient  to  gvid^  tbe  mpsf  siq^ple  ai^d  iU^t^* 
rate  in  tbe  way  of  life  ai\d  b^^ppinesi^    But  vhe^  piep  b^gia 
to  complain  of  tbe  nvrpMrnesB.  and  4iMoiurfig;eiBe9t6  of  tbe 
beavenly  way,  tb^y  are  ip  .d^Lilger  of  hf^lLc^aing  V>  tbpse 
wbo  are  for  pointiiig  oi^t  a  yfiA^  patby  an4  affording  greitU 
er  indulgeiice.    What  i^  snare  is  tb^,  especia^Uy  to  tbos^  wbo 
ate  <^  at  ease  in  Zion  I"    And  bow  readily  tbe  bait  is  swal- 
lowed tbe  bistoric  pages  of  tbe  ^b^r^  i^lQrni  us.    Tbese 
anticbrista  begaja  b^fpre  tbe  apostles^i  ^\\h  all  their  wisdpni 
and  miraculons  powers  were  caKed  to  4^eir  rews^rd^  aad 
they  have  bad  but  too  many  foiilowers  in  aU  ages.    Tbua 
the  Jewish  bigotted  conv^ts  to  christianitj  t^iigbt  93  though 
tbe  merits  of  Christ  were  insuficient  to  jjMi^ify  the  soi^  be* 
fore  God,  unless  the  ritut^l  obsjervanceii  of  tb^  1^^  wf  i^e  qoa- 
nected  with  them ;  while  others  strove  to^  corrupt'  tb^  tr^th 
of  God  from  amongst  the  bf^^then,  by  th^ir  evrpv^us  ^'  phi* 
losophy  and  vaia  c^oeit"    Tbja  fdrmior  4i4.  iitei  qtv^d  per- 
secution, Gal.  vi.  12;  99^  tbe  U^tter  ^^  s^rv^d  iiot.  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  but  their  qyon,  ^Iji;  wd^  good  ^ords  and 
fair  speei&es  deceived  th^  hearts  of  the  smpl^-"    $ome  de- 
nied the  peculiar  doctrines  of  chriatianity  in  gent^^  ^  Pet. 
iii.  S,  4;  or  parts  of  them,  as  these  who  said  ^Ubere  is^no 
resurrection  of  the  dead,^  I  Cov,  V*  18;  ov  tJ^t  i^  ia  pist; 
and  overthrew  thefiuth  of  some,  I  Tim*  iii  1&    Xkf^^  WQIO 
some  wbo  <<  privilgr  brought  in*  dasan^Ma  h^i^^^,  even  the 
denying  the  Lord  that  bought  tlma;"  an4  mmj^  &Uo:wed 
their  pernicious  if  ays,  by.  reason  of  whon.^^  th^  my  of  tcntii 
was  evil  spoken  of,'^  S^Fet.  ii.  1, 9k    <^  These,  (said  bfi)  hav« 
forsaken  the  right  ^^7^  ^^^  ^^  IP^  asilfay.)"  net*  i^. 
While  others   wera  downvig^t  antinotpianSt  tp^^tonmng 
whom  the  apontles^  St.  Beter  and  St.  4i^dfi>  qraika  9»y 
severely.  ^ 
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Tfae^e  ft^d  sncli  like  eliahicterd  are  still  found  iuong  ul. 

Bfen  irho  once  not  only  ]pr<)fed^  religion,  blit  who  appii« 

rently  ttralked  a6  becometh  the  godfjel,  but  now  hold  sentfc- 

inents  which  once  fheir  douls  abhottedj  because  derogatoiy 

to  the  honour  of  Gk>d,  and  wholly  promotive  of  a  worldly 

spirit,  or  of  fanaticism.    These  neither  now  abhor  sin,  ndr 

delight  in  holiness.    I'hey  can  follow  the  wicked  in  their 

eoorses,  indulge  themselves  to  elcess,  Und  yet  imagine,  be- 

eaose  they  once  were  right,  they  cannot  be  wrong,  or  at 

least^  that  oAce  fight  implies  sL  necessity  of  b^liig  right  agairt, 

however  wrong  they  may  be  at  present.    Or  perhaps  they 

are  grown  so  wise,  that  they  can  easily  explain  the  deepest 

mysteries  of  godliness,  and  cfin  ^et  up  their  reason  dbove 

the  light  of  revelation  itself,  and  can  even  dare  to  set  aside^ 

or  bend  to  th^lt  ov^n  meaning,  those  passages  which  ex* 

pressly  oppose  and  condemn  their  opinions  :  or  can  Sw&ll« 

low  without  difficulty  the  absurd  dogmas  of  those  who,  set* 

ting  aside  the  Wisdom  of  God  in  his  holy  word,  set  up  their 

0wn  imaginations  arid  ridiculous  visions  as  a  more  infelUble 

guide.     Many  such  like  characters  are  now  to  be  met  witti 

in  the  world,  to  the  great  disgntce  of  tru6  pi^ty;  and  yet  all 

pretend  to  have  truth  on  their  side  !    <<  They  all  profess 

that   they  know  God,  but  in  works  they  deny  him."    How 

sad  is  the  state  of  such  in  the  sight  of  God  t 

Fa/^e  pleas  and  excuses. — When  persons  who  have  "  tasted 
Ae  ^odd  word  of  life,  and  felt  the  power«l  of  the  world  to 
come,"  and  are  now  mixed  With  t&^  carnally  minded  again^ 
find  following  the  vanities,  or  burying  themselves  in  the 
cares  of  the  world  ;  if  a  friend,  compassionating  their  state^ 
Tenturr^  to  make  inquiiy  why  they  can  thufs  *<  forsake  the 
fountain  of  living  waters,  to  hew  to  themselves  broken  cis- 
terns that  can'  hold  no  Water,''  he  will  probatbfy  receive  for  • 
answer,  that  some  of  their  femily  or  iHends  do  not  approve 
of  their  being  so'  strictly  religious ;  or  that  some  pereon  has 
giveXk  them  great  offence ;  or  that  professors  have  not  the 
sane  love  amongst  them  they  once  posdcfs^ed ;  or  tiiat  they 
bfltoW  of  nnmy  hypocrites  among  them ;  or  that  religion  ij 
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too  strict  or  expensive ;  or  that  thej  have  not  ha^  that  at* 
tention  paid  them  which  they  expected^  nor  been  encourage 
^d  in  their  business,  but  rather  overlooked  and  neglected  : 
and  that  they  have  too  many  things  to  attend  to  in  the  world, 
and  that  they  must  therefore  think  about  religion  ivhen 
they  have  more  time  and  leisure,  &c. 

Some  there  are,  it  is  true,  that  will  lay  the  blame  wholly 
Qn  themselves,  or  at  least  ascribe  their  fidlings  and  wander* 
ings  from  God>  to  their  own  weaknesses,  and  think  it  impos- 
sible for  them  to  overcome  their  besetting  sins,  and  therefbre 
give  up  themselves  to  be  conquered  by  them|  not  conside^ 
ing  as  they  pught,  that  God  is  rich  in  mercy  to  his  creature^ 
and  ha8  promised  to  give  strength  according  to  the  day,  and 
,did  they  continue  in  prayer  they  would  soon  gain  complete 
^victory;  but  this  they  ha.ve  given  up,  and  are  thus  carried 
away. 

.  Now,  admitting  that  thfsre  is  a  portion  of  truth  in  seY^ 
•ral  of  these  pleas  and  excuses,  yet  what  has  this  to  do  witk 
our  own  personal  piety  ?  Because  another  sins,  must  I  dn? 
Because  one  acts  wrong  in  one  way,  must  I  necessarily  set 
>  wrong  in  another?  This  cannot  be  admitted.  Such  rear 
.soning  may  be  adopted  by  the  fallen  now ;  but  it  is  vain,  snd 
-irill  appear  still  vainer  as  death  approachetf.  It,  however, 
answers  their  purpose  at  present,  as  they  can  launch  out  in- 
to greater  depths  of  sin  and  folly,  with  perhaps  a  little  less 
ireraorse.  Ere  long  this  delusion  will  vanish,  and  they  will 
have  tq.  lament  that,  ^^  having  cast  off  the  thing  which  ii 
good,  thpy  have  sown  the  wind,  and  shall  reap  the  whirl- 
wind." 

Forgetfulness  of  past  mercies. — ^Eveiy  man  that  lives  in 
the  true  spirit  of  Christianity,  retains  a  grateful  sense  of  the 
mercies  of  God.  He  even  feels  at  a  loss  to  express  his  gn* 
titude,  inquires  what  return  he  shall  make  for  blessings  so 
great  and  unmerited.  ^^  What  shall  I  render  to  the  Lord 
for  all  his  mercies?'*  is  the  language  of  his  soul;  and  know- 
ing that  he  can  make  no  adequate  return,  he  at  last  resolves 
fp  live  nearer  to  God,  and  sheiv  forth  his  praise.  ^^  I  will 
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take.tbe  eiip  of  salTation,  and  call  upon  the  name  of  the 

liord."    But  when  any  man  forsakes  God  who  made  him^ 

he  will  UghUt/  esteem  the  rock  of  his  salyation,  Deut.  xxxu 

15;  be  tmnindfiil  ofy  Bndforgei  him  that  fonned  him,  ver.  18; 

and  as  it  is  said  of  Hezekiahj  he  will  render  not  again  unto 

him  according  to  the  benefits  he  has  received.    Let  tmy  one 

consider  what  has  been  done  for  the  salvation  of  sinners,  and 

the  various  means  made  use  of  to  put  them  in  possession  of 

that  invaluable  blessing,  and  all  its  precious  fruits ;  and  he 

must  acknowledge  that  to  '^  turn  awaj  from  the  holy  com* 

mandroent  delivered  unto  them,  id  an  offence  against  God  of 

jio  small  magnitude.    What  was  spoken  of  God*s  ancient 

people  may,  in  a  spiritual  sense,  be  applied  to  such  per- 

8ons.    The  Lord  ^<  found  them  in  a  desert  land,  and  in  the 

waste  howling  wilderness;  he  led  them  about,  he  instructed 

them,  he  kept  them  as  the  apple  of  his  eye — the  Lord  alom 

did  lead  them/'  Dent,  xxxii.  10,  &c.    Yes,  he  found  them 

wandering  in  the  world  in  search  of  happiness  which  thej 

could  not  find ;  he  directed  them  by  his  unerring  word  into 

the  paths  of  peace,  and  kept  them  from  the  ways  of  the  de» 

atrpyer,  and  this  of  his  rich  grace  and  mercy:  and  thus  thejr 

were  enlightened^  tasted  of  the  heavenly  gijtj  were  made  par^ 

takers  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  tasted  the  good  word  of  God,  and 

the  powers  of  the  world  to  come,  Heb.  vi.  4.    Surely  audi 

as  give  up  these  benefits,  and  leave  the  paths  of  righteous** 

ness  to  walk  in  those  of  darkness,  are  guilty  of  the  greatest 

foUy,  and  blackest  ingratitude;  but  it  teaches  us  how  deceit* 

ful  and  hardening  sin  is,  that  can  cast  men  into  such  a  state 

of  spiritual  death,  and  palpable  inconsistency.    To  lose  a 

sense  of  the  presence,  perfections,  and  grace  of  God ;  what 

is  it  but  to  despise  and  n^lect  him,  to  open  the  heart  to  all 

kinds  of  evil,  and  proclaim  war  against  him  aftdr  all  his 

goodness  I    Out  of  the  ten  lepers  healed  by  onr  blessed 

Master  at  one  time,  only  one  amongst  them  gave  that  gloiy 

to  God  which  so  great  a  fiivour  ^demanded;  and,  amongst 

the  many  who  are  benefitted  by  the  gospel,  how  few  are 

Ipunf)  who  undeviatingly  continne  to  |;lorify  him  to  the 
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Md  cf  Kfe,  ts  hU  meraies  flboidd  omdtraiin  ihem  to  do!  Ik 
the  parable  of  the  8ofr«r)  onlj  one  part  out  of  foikr  df  thoBfe 
irho  recseiv^d  the  hearenly  seed  brought  forth  fhiit  to  per- 
fection ;  and,  as  it  ishotild  seeing  onljr  one  ont  of  these  divided 
into  three,  brought  forth  the  fruit  that  might  have  been  ex* 
pected  I  Of  the  rest,  the  first  received  it  in  Vain ;  the  second 
to  nc^  hdting  vakiaUe  purpose  $  and  the  thii-d^  though  of 
longer  continuanee^  and  affbrdiif g  more  flattering  hopes,  fell 
ultimately  short  at  la^.  Sudh  is  the  return  men  make  their 
grai^nous  Redeeinor.  He  j^nlg  the  choicest  vines,  and  when 
he  looks  that  tbey  should  bring  forth  grapes,  tbej  bring 
forth  mid  grapes,  or  as  one  translates  it,  poisonous  berries. 
}sa.  V.  9. 

IntmordL  pr4cikes.-^The  backdidings  of  sovn^  are  awfd 
kiit^if  for  tiiey  Aol  cfnly  ihH  into  deaidBess,  fdrniality,  and 
aec^et  sin,  but  into  o»pers  atoned  tramigressrieti,  tempting 
and  pvov^iog  the  modC  higfc  God,-  and  keeping  not  bis  le$- 
tinf^aies,  turiifag  bfick,  dealmg  utfrfaithfaUy,  and  turning 
lisMe  Uke^  a  detfdtful  bow,  a#  the  psalof ist  §p^k^  of  iftvfkitk* 
All  Israel,  and  as  Ibe  prophet  Isaiahf  AMtwafd^  :  <<  I  have 
ItoUrished  aiid  bfOughe  np  children,  anfd  fhey  hav6  tebelkd 
agssnsi  me  :'*  and  calls  theni  i^  *^  sinful  tisrtiotf,'  a  seed  of  erfl 
steers^  ekildrett  Ihat  are  eorfupters,  flidt  have  forsaken  tk 
Lord,  aafd  provoked  tho  Hcfly  Ofie  df  Isfa^/''  What  amn- 
betfs  are  there  in  the  chrifitiaiir  tror Id,  ^(^  caDed,  who  kaf« 
oetad  in  aslnilar  aiann^,  quencbi^g  aitd  grieving  fhe^  Spirit 
^t  Oody^oad  sfifeifgth^i«g  tlMf  cMs^  of  sitf'an^  ^idtedlBess 
aMoiiig  n«en  !  Tkey  ha^r^  for^is4ieir  the'  eonfpany  of  dioM 
that  fasit  Ged,  and  aire  Mw  found  inf  bad  eoiiipahy,  running 
flgavn  Vitk  the  m^Hitude  to  do  evil^  JotMng  in  the  ^MkstTd's 
aotig,  and  forgetting  thtf  L6r4  Sffcl  fhd  operation  of  bis 
handsi;  ^<  dinning  i^iifutly  aftetf'  they  hut^  received  tb^hMw- 
ledge  of  Ibe  truth;  and  tbu» greatly  aggravating  their  sis 
before  hiai. 

•  Bat  the  worst  part  of  (he  business  is,  that  there  are  tlose 
who*  not  only  thus  d^pai^  ttoit  God  aitd  coitupf  thems^I^^ 
but  als(^  By  the  pro|mgatiioli  of  evil  aa*  pernieioils  senti* 
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me^ts,  labour  to  corrupt  othera ;  its  thi  ise,  fer  iii9t9l»ee,  who 
embrace  aud  spread  the  detest^  system  of  iafidelil^.  Th» 
is  indeed  to  tread  under  foot  the  Sou  of  God^  und  to  couut 
the  blood  of  the  coyenaDt,  wherewUhitkey  were  sanctifiedj  an 
uaholy  thing,  and  to  do  despite  to  the  ^Spirit  of  gvaee,  Heb. 
X.  39.  What  a  dreadful  state  of  mind  is  that,  in  which  the 
light  itself  is  darkness,  Malt.  vi.  38 ;  yctt  this  is  properly  the 
state  of  those  who  li^ve  daringly  and  impiously  shut  their 
eyes  against  the  light  of  divine  truth,  and  have  yielded 
themselves  up  unreservedly  to  the*  sprrit  of  error  and  de* 
option,  (a) 

It  was  probably  beholding  some  such  like  characters  as 
these  which  made  the  apostle  say,  ^^  Follow  peace  with  all 
men,  and  holiness,  without  which  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord : 
looking  diligeatly^  lest  any  map  fail  of  th9  gr$K$e  of  God ; 
\est  a^y  root  of  bitterness,  springing  vp,  trouble  you,  and 
thereby  many  b^  defiled,"  HeK  ^ii,  1^  16  i  for  perhaps  no 
que  faU,|i  aloaf ,  ^  a  deiM}  tree  blown  idQ»wn  in  a  wood  either 
datmages  pr  dea^roys  others  in  itg  fell.  ThuB  when  Behe* 
boam  had  es^iblished  bis  k.49gdo.H(i  aad  streugthened  him* 
neV^  ^^  hejbrsoi^k  the  law  of  th^  l4ord,  and  otf  Jsr^^el  zs>iik  him^^* 
2Chv<fJjL  XH.  1.    The  infiu^UM  pf  ^aiineuinen,  whether 

(a)  The  most  Dotoriom  apostate  in  modero  times,  aod  who  has  1al)oare(| 
most  in  the  4jalv»Uc«)t  wori  of  aitmi^tfiig  tfi  dentroy  ehcistiaalt j,  it  Tho- 
mas Payoe.  Wheo  he  wrooght  in  Do,¥er  with  Mr.  Grace*  09  ^  Sta>maker*  he 
mM  only  made  a  profession  of  religion,  bat  was  considered  hy  his  friends  as  a 
z^lpiis,  P)<Hi*«  AOd  consistent  character.  He^^ftervifanla.nmrrioAi  md  W9«t  toi 
reside  at  Sandwich,  where  ht  failed  in  business.  Afl^  what  manner-  he  con- 
dactea  himself  there*  or  what  ceased  his  failere,  I  covrld  oot  learn,  or  have 
DOM^  forgojt.  Only  I  rememl^ei;  heariajs  Mr.  Grace  sav,  that  he  got  a  fesr 
I^owhIs  into  his  debt,  and  that  he  called  upon  him  aiid  told  him  that  he  could 
B^t  p^  him  in  mooey»  aad  begged  him  to  talie  his  wiitch  iofleail  of  it.  Mr.  0.< 
did  not  lilLe  to  take  his  watch  from  ^^f  ^^  probaibly  the  inoaey  was  ne^ec 
paid.  This  was  a  short  time  prerioas  to  his  going  tu  America^  and  commenc- 
io0  his  pelUiofit  career,  whleh.  appears  te  ha^Q  beentiie  principal  tbieg  in  tent 
ia^  bim  aside  from  God,  as  it  l^as  been  to  many  more|  and  finally  of  confirmipn 
ilm  la  hit  tafidclky^  I  had  this  aceonnt  from  persons  of  nnexceptionabla 
charecter,  who  knew  Pi^ee,  ai|d  who  weiaifitB^^i  of  h^  coadac^  ^||^pti« 
Tately  and  publicly. 

'  An  accaaei  of  his  death  haabecn  pjahllsbed  to  the  world » and  from  it)  as  well 
M  from  his  siofal  and  iotemperato  lUej^  if  e  may  leacn  that  when  men  b^io  tfi 
^part  from  Ood,  they  know  not 'where  they  may  stoip,  or  what  misery  they 
ma  ^W  .4ff^A  t|iei|wqle«t  ov  othe^s^  Well  ssighl  the^  apame  say,  *•  Let  him 
that  thjnketh  he  staodetb,  (and  some  read,  that,  a^tuc^^lj  Stan^i^th).  Uk^ 

liead^leithe  M,^\  Gor.  ».  12.  • 
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of  a  good,  or  evil  kind,  being  more  generally  felt,  such  will 
have  to  give  a  most  dreadful  account,  if  they  should  by  their 
misconduct  turn  any  but  of  the  way. 


CHAP.  la 

THB  8AXB  SUBJECT  COKTINCBD. 


The  Evil  of  Backsliding — The  Fallen  encouraged  to  reium 

EVIL  OF  BACKSLIDING. 

As  a  departure  from  God,  fbr  a  shorter  or  longer  time^  or  in 
a  greater  or  less  degree,  is  contrary  to  his  holy  will,  all  who 
admit  that  will  to  b6  regulated  by  infinite  wisdom  and  righ- 
teousness, must  own  that  any  departure  from  it^  or  opposi* 
tion  to  it,  is  evil.    Nor  can  it  be  said  thiat  he  is  the  author 
or  cause  of  this  departure,  as  that  would  be  to  will  and  not 
to  will  at  the  same  instant  and  in  the  same  case.  Should  any 
say,  ^  Could  he  not  prevent  their  backsliding,  if  he  pleased  V 
He  might :  but  what  then :  does  he  do  all  he  can,  or  does 
his  righteous  government  require  that  he  should  ?    That  he 
provides  the  means  by  which  they  may  be  enabled  to  stand 
their  ground,  is  fuUj  acknowledged ;  but  that  he  will  mira- 
culously  support  those  who  refuse  to  use  those  means,  is  de- 
nied, as  being  unlikely  in  itself.    If  this  is  a  state  of  trial, 
and  roan  a  probationer  below,  this  cannot  be  expected.    If 
it  could,  it  might  have  been  expected  that  such  men  as 
Noah,  David,  and  Peter,  vrould  have  been  preserved  from 
fidling  into  sin :  but  as  they  were  not,  neither  can  we  expect 
to  be  upheld,  unless  we  live  in  the  exercise  of  &ith^  and  aU 
other  christian  graces.  Some  may  say,  <  The  Lord  may  leave 
us  to  ourselves  fbr  a  tim'e,  tp  see  how  we  shall  stand.'  This 
IS  a  strange,  unscriptural  notion.    He  never  withdniws  bis 
presence  jGrom  any,  till  they  suffer  themselves  to  ba  drawn 


skWftf  hy  inrdgitlRr  desiros,  and  Batice^  to  .i>»vtL  It  19^9^ 
firp|K|]bly  a  9€»otiii^t  of  t^is  Jupd  M^bioh ni^de  St.  Jfi|n^  eajr, 
^Xiet  no  man  say  when  he  k  teiiapted,  I  am  tempted  of^Cf^id; 
fyr  God  ciQinot  be  tepipte^  with  evH,  nekber  teaipteth  be 
ai»y  man :  but  «very  man  is  tempted  when  he  isdvaw^ia^i^ay 
ftf  bis.owa  lyist  and  enticed-'*  It  is  then  that  sin  is  campijt-* 
JiedyAnd  himself  dishonoured*  But  as  h^  camoft  dP  fu^y 
thins  to  bis. own  dishonour,  so  neither  will  he  4o:  any  thing 
4eatriietive  to.pwr  )>eace  and  salvation.  To  rsuppf>se  other- 
wise,  is  to  compare  his  coildiict  towards  .us  with  that  of  a 
natse  who  would  plaee  her  helpless  fin^t  041  ^s  fee^,  an^ 
then  quit  her  chairge  to.9ee  how  it  ihU  stiind !  It  is  unwpr* 
thy  of  a  christian  to  entertain  sucli  views  of  the  Father  of 
lights  and  the  Qod  of  love.  The  4eQl^^ein  therefore  of 
any  man  lies  with  himself,  aiid  the  hbune,  prpjyerly  ^peiikr 
ing,  is  all  his  own.  The  evil  arising  from  a  departiine  frpi9 
religion  respects  ^hemeelves,  eHbere^  #i|d  'their  -ofyaie^ 
God. 

1.  As  it  respects  tbomselires. 
•  They  forfeit  tteestcem  of  such  as  eonimue  sieadfasi. — ^Tbcgr 
maj  excite  the  pity  of  suoh,  and  have  the  opportaatty  of  4>e« 
ceiling  their  reproof  and.ad vice ;  but  the  pleasuce  tb^  took 
in  tbeir  persons  and  company  has  ceased.  The  dishonourii^ 
of  C%rist  and  his  causers*  too  great  an  evil  in  itseK  to  fadmit 
of  this.  Besides,  all  who  walk  uprightly  with  God,  ikv^ 
seriptmrally  enjoined. to  iiifitbdraw  from  every  brother  that 
iviilketh  disorderly,  and  not  according  to  the  apostolic  in- 
jonetions,  S  Thess.  iii.  6.  Such  as  depart  from  God  may 
thkiklig^y  of;  this ;  but  to  lose  the  approbation  of  pious 
m^iis  surdy  jaloaB.  Is  not -their  example  edifying  ?  Is  not 
thoir.  sinoeve  friendship  imluable?  Is  it  not  a  privilege  to  be 
intended  in  their  fervent  effectual  prayers,  .and  .to  have;  the 
adsrantage  of  their  .eKperience,.convorsation,  and  instruction  ? 
If,  'hy*ftraaktQg  the  flock  of  Christ,  they  should  gain  the  &« 
VAUr  of  wjQiidly  men,  what  real  advantage  can  they  derive 
from  -tins?  Gan  this,  or  any  oAer  worldly  good,  be  com* 
pared  to  the  benefits  resulting  .from  christian  communion  ? 

3q 
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This  promotes  the  mutual  interchange  of  kind  oiEces ;  sti- 
ranlates  to  deeper  pietj ;  promotes  ferTent  chanty,  and  the 
temporal  and  eternal  happiness  of  all  that  imUbe  its  spirit. 
What  is  the  hand,  or  foot,  severed  from  the  bodjF?  Tliebodj 
may  smart  for  it,  and  feel  its  loss,  but  is  iacapable  of  afford- 
ing it  assistance,  or  receiving  any  from  it ;  and  such,  in  a 
restricted  sense,  is  a  truly  christian  society  with  its  excluded 
immoral  members.  So  deeply  sensible  was  the  excoaiaioiii* 
cated  Corinthian  of  this  loss,  and  the  censure!  of  his  bretkreD, 
that  the  apostle  saw  it  needflil  to  exhort  them  to  comfort 
him,  lest  he  should  be'  swallowed  up  of  overmuch  sorrovr. 
It  would  be  well  if  many  who  have  wandered  from  God,  bad 
the  same  feelings. 

Tkej/  lose  the  pteasure  of  reUghus  exerei$^t. — All  persons, 
when  they  become  religious,  and  partake -of  spiritual  joys 
always  express  their  disapprobation  of  their  past  miscondoct, 
and  their  sorrow  for  continuing  so  long  in  the  paths  of  sin 
and  misery,  declaring  in  the  most  unquali6ed  manner,  that 
the  ways  of  wisdom  are  pleasant  ways,  and  that  allherpadis 
are  peace;  and  have  perhaps  adopted  the  confidential  lan- 
guage of  the  prophet,  ^  Although  the  fig  tree  shall  not  blos- 
som, &c.  yet  I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I  will  joy  in  tbe 
Qod  of  my  salvation." 

They  once  derived  great  pleasure  in  hearing^  others  de- 
clare the  great  goodness  of  Ood,  in  his  gracious  and  provi- 
dential dispensations  towards  them  ;  in  reading  and  medi- 
taCiog  on  his  holy  word ;  and  hearing  the  joyful  sound  of 
redeeming  love  from  the  lips  of  his  ministers.  How  often 
has  their  cup  been  made  to  overflow  while  approaching  bis 
table,  and  commemorating  the  passion  and  death  of  their 
crucified  Lord !  With  what  inward  delight  and  satisfrcdon 
have  they  fi^uently  experienced  that  God  is  not  a  wilder- 
ness to  his  people,  and  rejoiced  with  joy  unspeakable  to  find 
themselves  interested  in  his  gracious  covenant !  They  here 
found  oil  ordinances  wells  of  salvation,  the  Spirit  of  God 
has  been  in  their  souls  as  a-  fountain  of  water  springisf  up 
^  j^9  priiisc,  and  gratitude. 
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Sach  is  the  state  of  tbose  on  whose  heads  ^^  the  candle  of 
the  Lord"  is  made  to  shine;  and  by  whose  light  they  walk 
through  darkness.    But  when  they  begin,  from  any  cause,  to 
draw  back,  how  soon  does  the  scene  change!     They  lose 
thsct  simplicity  and  love  which  rendered  them  acceptable  to 
God,  and  then  is  fulfilled  that  word  of  the  prophet,  ^^  Thine 
own  wickedness  shall  correct  thee,  and  tby^backslidings  shall 
reprove  thee — ^it  is  an  evil  thing  and  bitter  that  thou  hast 
forsaken  the  Lord  thy  God,"  Jer.  ii.  19.    They  throw  off 
the  easy  yoke  of  Christ,  to  put  upon  them  again  the  galling 
joke  of  sin.    Conscience  again  accuses  them,  and 'upbraids 
them 'for  their  follies.    Sensual  indulgencies  cannot  supply 
the  loss  of  peace,  nor  sinful  associates  the  place  of  the  Qp«» 
right.    Their  minds  are  again  filled  with  anxiety  and  dis- 
tracting cares.   They  feel  no  longer  that  consolation  in  their 
trials  which  bote  them  up  against  all  difficulties.    They  can 
no  longer  look  at  death  with  confidence,  nor  can  the  world 
present  them  with  a  cure  for  an  fching  heart,  any  more  than 
the  pursuit  of  their  own  shadow  can  make  them  wise.    Were 
we  to  hear  them  express  their  present  feelings,  would  it  not 
be  in  such  language  as  the  following?   'We  have  sinned 
against  the  Lord ;  we  have  wickedly  departed  from  his  ways ; 
we  have  forsaken  the  guide  of  our  youth;  and  left  the  strait 
path  of  holiness  to  walk  again  in  the  broad  way  of  destruc- 
tion ;  our  joy  is  fled;  in  the  fulness  of  our  sufficiency  we  are 
in  straits;  a  fire  not  Mown  consumes  us;  our  fine  gold  is 
become  dim;  the  crown  is  fallen  from  our  head;  woe  unto 
usy  in  that  we  have  sinned!' 

From  hence  we  learn  the  sad  consequences  of  backsliding 
from  the  service  of  righteousness,  and  entering  again  into 
the  service  of  sin,  and  suffering  our  former  tyrannical  lords 
to  gain  their  first  dominion,  which  perhaps  is  not  only  once 
more  established,  but  enlarged,  Matt.  xii.  45. 

T%eir  farmer  reiigunts  endeavours  became  vain. — ^In  order 
to  receive  the  rewards  of  righteousness,  we  must  persevere 
in  well-^doing  to  the  end,  or  our  expectations  will  be  cut  off. 
This  made  the  beloved  apostle  say,  '*  Look  to  yourselves, 
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ihat  iTift  h>fl^  rt6i  l!te  iMftgd  \^Iitob  #]e  Iko^  ^oiigftt,  but  tkat 

^  mcdv^  d  AiH  fei^i^/*    Badtisliders  do  liol  obey  tbifl^ 

yi^e^pt.    Tb^  KkK«  )^  Hl^iir  Woi%,  and  denied  tbeir  Mm^ 

t€f.    Bf  8U0i^n^  the>iime}Te8  to  be  binder^d  from  runBing' 

ttte  He^  6&t  befbr^  tb^m,  tbey  b«vd  missed  t&eprm^  and 

lost  ih^f  kbour,    Not&ing^  coQld  be  morier  ^oniiioeBdAbW 

ibttn  tbi^ir  cbooilirtg  spii^uat  good,  mid  nothing  mor^  t^ft^'^ 

ft^ntible  tban  tb^ir  relinqirisHtng  of  it.    Hereby  tb4y  bftV9 

d^tett  ttjf*  the  Best  of  ^rvioes  to  etigbge  in  tie  woi%f .    Hf 

ihl9  prottdvLTe  aH  tbeif  works,  labdur,  patienee,  abh^nrence 

6f  e^il,  and  love  of  tbe  tfiifb;  ^11  tbeif  8fif{f<^ing§  affd  tfou- 

tBge  tbr  tbe  t»ke  of  tbe  Lord  Jesus ;  all  tbeir  prAyin^,  wat^tb^ 

idg^  and  vitfititig  tbe  sick,  &«.  atf'e,  by  Cbelr  dbttiMfttt  fkll^  all 

Icmty  and  disregarded,  fbt  ^  tbe  rfgfbteou^ness  oftbe  rigbt'eOil9 

tiftafi  not  delivet*  bins  ib  tbe  day  of  bis  tmnsgtession ;  if  M 

frtDTBt  to  his  own  righteotisness  and  commit  iniquity,  all  hk 

^igllteoushess  sball  not  be  remembered,  neiiber  sball  b^  lif6 

|br  bis  rigbte6u$Ae88  in  tbe  day  tbat  be  sinnetb.    All  his 

tigbteousnelfs  that  be  batb  done  sball  not  be  mcMioiied ;  iff 

IlH  trespass  tbat  ti^  batb  trespassed,  and  in  bis  sin  thlat  h0 

lidtb  Sinned,  in  tben>  shall  be  die/'    Like  the  prodigal,  tSiey 

nidy  be  sdid  to  spend  their  All.    Their  Isnips  are^  g6ae  otft. 

l^beif  glory  i^  turned  i^to  shame,  and  nothing  cart  sappl/ 

tbeir  waifts,  rekindle  tbe  flame,  or  bring  bapk  tbeir  gloryi 

bat  th€it  fall  return,  through  their  offended  lord,  to  thepfttM 

6f  bbliness  aitd  Vii*tue.  How  trilly  is  that  scripture  fulfilled  in 

tbe^e  persons,  <<They  HaVe  soWn  Wb^dt,  and  sb^l  f^ 

thorns!'*    And  what  else  can  be  expected?    Tbeir  tioie 

wasted;  tbdr  mercies  abtis^d;  th§ir  tillents miSimproV^ and 

misiipplied;  tbeib  sinfe!  desiriMS  runhibg  after  ttinily,  afli 

{faemsbltres  Tain.    Their  characters  are  injured,  they  Itft^ 

tbeir  nseftilness,  and  get  (to  good,  but  inuch  sdrrow)  in  all 

their  proceedings. 

BackslitHng  is  filfowdd  by  chMismiifU.^WhM  A^  ie- 

.  pSTt  from  God,  be  does  not  Immediatdy  give  them  dp  to  flleiF 

6¥n  heart's  lasts,  afid  let  them  fbllow  tbeii*  6*rft  inv^tidfi*; 

Iff  permits  ihbjtk  to  bb  e^rcised  by  tt  tftrlety  ef  trdub)^ 


bofli  ^thoij  mt'  itoHvdi,  fo  lead  tli^ti*  td  r«{Mntafcer  and  to 
flAve  theilK  See  tRe  case  ef  Darid^  wlien  be  sumedF  a^inst 
hiflr  God,  wiiat  treaUev  doea  began  to  come  upon  htm !  The 
i/ordrefeded  to  hear  his  prayer,  2  Sam^  xii^  W;  his  goal  was 
Ulled  M^th  ang^aishy  coniMifed  to  the  brealting  of  hi&  bonesi, 
Psa).  U;  8 ;  h»  cbihfren  burai  through  the  restnttnia  of  vir* 
tae  and  obedienee;  the  one  abuses  hi9  sister,  and  i»  murder-* 
€^d ;  and  the  other  basely  aims  to  dethrane  and  destlroy  him^ 
SSam.  xfii.  li — %iv.  14;  maltitudes  of  hia  people  forsake 
him  and  follow  his  undutiful  son — ^his  wives  are  publicly  dis« 
honoured — ^iiis  enemies  curse  and  revile  him — and  many  of 
his  subjects  are  slain  in  battle — and  bis  heart  is  torn  asun* 
dcr  by  conrfficting  passions,  chap,  xvi,  81,  aitd  xviii.  SS« 
Who  that  considers  this  subject,  but  must  see  how  afltction 
is  made  to  follow  sin?  .  It  may  not  appear  to  others  so  con* 
spicnously  as  in  David^s  case,  (not  that  this  ia  the  only  case 
recorded  in  scripture)  but  jt  may  be  expected  that  eril  wifU 
follow  in  some  form  or  other,  according  to  out  state  and  cir^ 
cumstances  in  life. 

Some  are  wrought  upon  by  these  means,  and  acknow* 
ledge  that  *^  before  they  were  afflicted  they  went  astray,  b«l 
Aow  they  keep  his  law."  Yes,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
but  that  poterty,  distress,  and  difficulties  of  various  kindt 
have  brought  many  to  reflection,  and  caused  them  to  cry  to 
their  offended  God  for  pardon  and  salvation.  la  otber% 
howerer,  these  chastisements  have  not  had  the  desired  effect| 
fts  the  prophet  lisaiah  testifies  in  the  case  of  backslidiog 
Iiirael ;  of  whom  he  says,  ^^  They  have  forsaken  the  Lord  9 
they  have  provdced  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  to  anger ;  they 
are  gone  ^away  backward.  Why  should  you  be  strickatt 
any  more  ?  Ye  willrevoli  m&re  and  more.^^  Thus  many  be« 
eonio  more  hard  and  impenitent  under  their  various  troa« 
Mes,  so  exceedingly  deceitful  is  sin,  and  the  heart  that  bar* 
bours  it.  In  this  case  mercies  become  judgments ;  and  the 
Iiackslidef 's  state  is  awful :  for  if  these  afflictive  dtspenst^ 
ttoAs  do  not  check  him  in  his  sinful  course ;  if  the  convie* 
tioi|8  of  the  Spirit  of  Grod  do  not  sofle|i|  nor  the  ujrfiraidisigf 
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of  conscience  alarlta  him ;  then  he  will  return  again  *^  like  a 
dog  to  his  Tomit ;"  and,  ^^  forgetting  that  he  w^s  puiged 
from  his  old  sins,"  he  will  become  ^^  twice  dead,  plucked  up 
bj  the  roots,"  and  be  cast  out  of  the  garden  of  God  com- 
pletely. But,  supposing  there  should  not  be  any  material 
change  in  their  outward  circumstances;  nay,  even  admitting, 
which  sometimes  happens,  that  great  worldly  prosperity 
should  attend  them,  which  may  prove  more  dangerous  than 
their  severest  trials ;  yet  they  must  be  greatly  exorcised  in 
.  mind  v 

Bj/  many  painful  reflections. — ^It  is  natural  for  man  to 
think ;  and  how  much  soever  he  may  be  disposed  to  resist 
thos§  thoughts  which  are  disagreeable  to  him,  they  will  force 
themselves  upon  his  notice.    If  this  is  the  case  with  men  in 
general,  ijt  cannot  be  less  so  with  those  that  depart  from 
God.    If  we  consider  what  they  have  lost,  and  the  state  in- 
to which  they  have  brought  themselves,  they  must  be  sensi- 
ble of  their  wretched  and  pitiable  situation.     Once  thejr 
loved  the  Saviour,  though  unseen,  and  rejoiced  in  him  with 
yog  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory ;  their  views  are  now  shut 
up,  and  their  joys  are  fled..    In  times  of  trial  they  had  the 
support  of  a  good  conscience  and  ^'  strong  consolation  from 
God ;  now  faith  is  shipwrecked,  and  a  good  conscience,"  their 
consolations  are  withdrawn.    With  whatever  they  were 
^rdened,  they  could  cast  all  upon  the  Lord  in  prayer  and 
inpplication  ;  now  they  either  feci  no  inclination  to  pravcr, 
or  if  they  should  attempt  to  pray,  no  life,  no  pleasure ;  no* 
fhiag  but  dulness  and  indifference,  while  the  heavens  appear 
as  brass,  and  praying  useless.  They  beheld  the  city  of  God, 
that  glorious  and  everlasting  habitation  of  the  saints,  ^ 
their  home  and  portion ;  now  they  dread  the  sii^avenging 
hand  of  God,  and  are  affrighted  at  death  and  the  approach* 
iilg  judgment.    It  was  pleasant  for  them  to  trace  tbegraci* 
OQS  dealipgs  of  Grod  with  their  souls,  as  they  saw  nothing 
there  except  the  hand  of  a  friend  and  Father;  but  since  they 
have  fled  from  his  presence,  they  regard  him  in  the  light  of 
a  powerf^|  opponeqt  or  dangerous  eiiemy,    Th^  grace  of 
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God  calmed  and  regulated  their  passions  and  desites ;  na* 
ture  having  again  the  ascendency,  peace  is  fled,  and  the 
soul  is  filled  with  darkness  and  coniiisibn.  No  doubt  Sub- 
stitutes of  one  kind  or  other  will  be  sought  after,  and  these 
maj  cause,  for  a  season,  to  divert  their  discontent  and  me*, 
lancholy;  yet  those  will  return,  and  teach  them  tliat  thus 
throw  off  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  <^  That  they  may  walk  in 
their  own  light,  and  in  the  sparks  of  their  owi  kindling:  but 
this  they  will  have  from  the  Lord's  hand^  they  will  lie  down 
in  sorrow."  Is  it  possible  that  such  a  change  can  take  place 
in  any  mind,  and  not  be  followed  M'ith  painfirl  reflections  on 
their  loss,  their  folly,  their  dang^  and  ingratitude  ? 

li  desiroys  the  tight  motive  to  christian  charity. — ^They  may 
still  do  good  in  the  world,  according  to  the  views  of  som^  on 
certain  occasions,  and  may  even  derive  a  degree  of  pleasure 
from  it,  at  least  such  as  the  carnal  mind  may  feel  in  the  per« 
formance  of  an  honourable,  generous,  and  beneficent  action; 
yet  they  well  know  this  is  not  all  that  is  required  iahis  sight 
who  tries  the  heart.    Grod  requires  all  our  actions  to  flow 
from  love,  and  a  pure  intention  to  his  own  glory.    Where 
this  is  done,  much  pleasure  arises  from  the  performance  of  it, 
and  every  such  action  is  rewardable.    The  Saviour  said  to 
his  disciples,  *^  Freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give."    This 
is   Godlike.     He  delights  in  the  exercise  of  mercy,  and 
so  do  all  that  imbibe  his  Spirit.     While  influenced  by  this^ 
they  feel  a  tender  concern  for  the  souls  of  those  who  are  still 
coiitinaing  strangers  to  God,  and  labour  to  impress  their 
minds  with  the  solemn  truths  of  religion.    They  rejoice  at, 
and  with  those  who  are  turning  to  God,  seeking  his  salva- 
tion ;  and  with  fervent  prayers,  and  sincere  wishes,  desire 
their  deliverance  from  all  guilt  and  condemnation;  and  ofier 
affectionate  praise,  when  the  great  salvation  is  experienced, 
and  when'they  prosper  in  the  divine  life.    Nor  is  it  in  those 
things  only  which  respect  the  soul  that  they  feel  much  inte- 
rest ;  as  fkr  as  their  means  allow,  they  are  ready  for  every 
^ood  work,  in  assisting  the  poor  and  afflicted,  in  promoting 
the  instruction  of  the  ignorant^  and  the  cause  of  sufltring 


Jiumanity  in  general.  But  iwhen  mon  depart  ftom  God,  maA 
{leconie  carekse  of  their  beat  intoreBts,  thej  will  gnMr.reinitt 
iowBxAs  those  of  otbers,  which,  as  it  necessarily  ppta  ihmm 
4>ff  from  their  fomner  -exertions,  preitents  them  litnn  beoig^  in 
the  same  propoi^ion  90  acceptable  to  Gk>d.  Or  if  at  ttnjr 
jUme  Ihejr  are  disfiosed  (o  mcmifeat  theirregard  to  the  cause 
of  piety,  *or  that  of  humanity,  the  dtsposttiim  of -soul  ia  winch 
ihose  actions  should -be  pei^Mtned  being  wauled,  the  Uen- 
ingpronownced  on  them  that  ^ -well  cannot  descend  upon 
4hem;  and  whether -dtheDS -know  it  or  not,  theyiareconaoiDOS 
ofitTtfaemselires. 

2.  Backsliding  is  an*«ril  as  it  .respects  others. 

//  4s  an  eml  to  earruU^fnmded  ipencnsis  in  gtw eie^f.-^The 
jworld  by  sin  is  'in  a  roost  deplon^ble  situastion,  ^^da^kMsi 
Jmviiig  covered  the  <earth,  and  gross  davkness  ib^  moida  <^ 
therpepple/*  To -take  :Qff; this  cohering  life  and  imnortiililr 
were  brought  to  light  by  the  goapcA ;  and  it  is  snatter  -of  «• 
jtonishm^tithat:  a  designs)  benevolent  in  itsri^.  a  sjstan  aa 
pure  in  its  ^principles,  so  rmuoh  calculated  :to  ^pramotetiie 
happiness  of  ibolh  indmdmls  .and  society  at  lorge,  ^hauU 
have  had  no  greater  .influence  .upon  mankind.  The.hnov* 
ledge,  however,  which,  itvaffords  of  its  di  vine  Awthgr,  ifcrhids 
us  tP  consider  him  {OS  the  cause'of  its  proving'^  junsueooss* 
ful.  ^^  fiow  oft  (said  he  to  :the  Jews)  'wouki  !l  have  gather* 
ed  you — and  ye  ;WQuld  oiot;"  and  in  spoaJungithus  jto  Ifam* 
to  whom  the  go^l'M^aa  ^nst  preached,  4ie'Say8  the  aameito 
all  those  who  havehoard  itaiuce,  iaod  ha«e  cafiised'to  ilhey 
it.    The  failure  of  it, i therefore,-  arisestfitam  iitherH^auaas. 

That  the  powers  of  darkness.strive  to  psroirefttiisisahilMy 
effects  need  uot4>&doubted,.fts  Satan  is  mid  toJiKnd*the:«ffl8 
of  unbelievers,  thattfaey  may  nQt^saerilSfglargr  ;'jretii»u9t4ie 
admitted  that  ithesa  Satsnic  attempts  toJbaBp'ixin.iniigsip^ 
lance  'Would  rail  prove  ^abortive,  wese  ^natcinen  ^^^illin^ 
ignorant;''  ami  if  ithey  idid  not  paafar  tdarikness  to  %lit. 
These  are  .powerful  barriens  tb.theqpoevafenceDf  itnitfc,  QMt 
perhaps  Jess  hwrtfol,  -uprni  rtfae  iriiole,  ithan  tfae^wfitttlifiil- 
aess  of  its  ,profe«B«».    Xhens  ;is  isflmnfting  S0»fiiacibk&ttiid 
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itaipresBive  in  true  piety,  trhere  it  is  aocompanied  hy  stabi- 
lity  and  perseverance,  that  though  it  maj  meet  with  violent 
opposition  for  a  time,  it  will  at  last  make  its  waj;  or  if  it  do 
not  fuUy  conquer,  it  will  command  respect.    When,  on  the 
contrary^  its  professed  friends  >  act  in  opposition  to  its  dic^ 
tates^  iuid  dbtert  its  service,  thejr  cause  the  enemies  of  tho 
Lord  to  blasphdme,  or  give  them  an  opportunity  to  pour  forth 
their  virlilebee  and  abuse  against  a  religious  profession  in  ge« 
nerak    Their  dea|rfy-rooted  prejudices  are  herety  strength- 
ened^ their  wretched  formality  persisted  in,  and  room  suffi- 
cient  given  them  to  chai^  with  hypocrisy  all  the  advocates, 
of  spiritual  religion*    Mal^y  cannot  even  be  brought  to  con- 
verse upon  this  sutgect^  frotai  such  blamable  conduct,  or 
from  the  exaggehtted  reports  founded  upon  it|  choosing  ra- 
ther to  embrace  barefaced  infidelity,  than  have  any  thing  to 
do  with  such  professors^  or  the  cause  which  they  once  profes- 
sed to  espouse.    This  opposition,  however^  against  the  truth 
of  God^  can  never  be  justified  on  rational  and  scriptural 
principles ;  for  as  the  piety  and-  holiness  of  another  will  not 
acquit  me  before  his  solemn  tribunal,  so  neither  will  the  folly 
and  ioipiety  of  apostates  condemn  me;  ^'  for  eveiy  one  of  us 
most  ^ve  an  accoufd  ofMmself  to  God.    It  will,  therefore, 
be  no  ^Jceuse  to  any  of  us,  as  individuals,  should  we  neglect 
reli^oil  because  others  disgraced  it.    To  our  own  Master 
we  muat  stand  or  fidl. 

ThttS)  when  those  lights  which  should  enlighten  others 
are  extinguished;  and  that  salt  which  should  season,  loses 
its  saltness;  they  may,  in  consequence,  continue  in  darkness, 
,imd  remain  in  a  corrupt  and  unsavoury  state.*  *^  Woe  to  the 
world  because  of  ofiences,  for  it  must  needs  be  that  offences 
cotne^  but  won  to  that  man  by  whom  they  come^** 

It  is  ugwrwui  to  Umr  rdaiives  and  acfuainUaKes* — Our 
I^ordy  kniowing  what  opposition  his  servants  would  meet 
with)  not  only  firom  the  world  in  general,  but  finom  their 
moat  intimate  friends  in  particular^  notified  it  accordingly, 
<<  Suppose  je  that  1  am  Cpme  to  give  peace  upon  the  earth? 
I  tall  j^oa  nay,  but  rather  division — ^there  shall  be  five  in  one 
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house  divided,  three  against  two,  and  two  Sgainst  Aree.*' 
This  is  often  verified  when  vital  religion  obtains  an  entrance 
into  a  fiimilj,'  and  sometimes  is  of  long  contimianoe,  though 
often,  through  the  prudent  and  pious  behaviour  of  those  who 
have  embraced  the  truth  as  it  is  ip  Jesus,  this  opposition 
ceases,  and  those  who  «  ere  altogether  opposed  to  them  at 
first,  have  entered  into  the  same  vi^ws,  and  become  zealous 
in  the  same  cause.  But  let  anj  one  of  these  who  began  to 
run  well  M  hindered  and  turned  aside,  and  whether  one  op 
more  have  been  benefitted  hj  their  example,  advice,  and 
prayers,  how  must  they  be  pained  and  discouraged  when 
those  who  were  instrumental  in  leading  them  into  the  waj 
of  life,  leave  that  way  to  walk  in  that  of  misery  and  de^ruc' 
tion!  And  if  none,  have  been  benefitted,  how  must  it  lead 
them  to  think  and  speak  contemptuously  of  a  religions  pro- 
fession, and  harden  their  hearts  against  every  attempt  to 
make  them  such  disciples  as  the  Lord  Jesus  requires !  Shoold 
these  backsliders  be  possessed  of  power  and  influence,  and 
turn  opposers  too,  as  is  sometimes  the  case,  this  produces, 
in  too  many  instances,  fatal  effects.  Supposing,  for  instance) 
B  father  turn  aside  from  the  good  way,  into  what  a  state  of 
misery  may  he  not  bring  his  ikmily  ?  In  the  order  of  God 
he  should  care  for  both  their  souls  and  bodies,  ^^  brioging 
them  up  in  tlie  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord;'^  but  tj 
throwing  off  the  restraints  of  religion,  he  will  takeaway  ths 
key  of  spiritual  knowledge  from  those  that  sit  in  darkness, 
shut  the  eyes  of  those  that  begin  to  see,  and  perhapatun 
aside  those  who  are  walking  uprightly.  By  this  means  is* 
fidelity  is  promoted,  and  true  piety  neglected  or  despised, 
the  happiness  of  their  souk  destroyed,  and  Gknl  dishenoiur- 
ed.  And  should  he  become  profligate,  domeatic  order  and 
tranquillity  are  destroyed;  firugality  and  prosperity  cease; 
their  property  is  squandered ;  and  poverty,  with  itaaHeod- 
ants,  sorrow  and  wretchedness,  comes  upon  them  ^' like  as 
armed  man.*'  Let  us,  however,  suppose  that  their  leoipO' 
ral  interests  are  not  hereby  injured;  let'  us  even  admit  that 
they- are  considerably  promoted;  if  the  io^rtaiit  affufs  <^f 
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the  8onl  and  *eteniif^  are  neglected,  still  they  are  made  to 
^^walk  in  a*  vain  ehadow,"  or  prepared  to  imbibe,  according 
to  their  means,  that  spirit  of  libertinism  which  characterizes 
too  much  the  present  generation.  From  these  premises  we 
are  fully  warranted  to  say  that  ^^  one  sinner  destroys  much 
good." 

It  weakens  the  came  of  piety  * — ^He  that  turns  from  God 
lumseli^  and  is  the  means  of  corrupting  others,  hereby 
atrengthens  the  cause  of  sin ;  and  in  proporti^  as  he  does 
this,  he  nocessarily  weakens  the  cause  of  piety.  This  evil 
is  the  greater,  when  the  offender  has  filled  some  important 
office  among  his  christian  brethren,  and  rendered  himself 
coBspicttous  by  the  exercise  of  his  talents  and  abilities,  or 
leng  standing  in  the  work.  This  grieves  and  discourages 
tiie  people  of  God ;  and  affords  cause  of  triumph  to  perse^ 
cuton,  who  indulge  on  such  occasions  a  diabolical  exulta* 
ticm  over  the  fallen,  and  a  pleasure  in  upbraiding  the  sin* 
oere.  Their  language  is,  '<  Ah  I  ah  !  so  would  we  have  it; 
down  with  it  (their  cause)  even  to  the  ground."  It  sullies 
the  gloiy  of  diristianity,  as  &r  as  their  declarations  of  its 
happiness  were  credited,  and  for  which  they  professed  to 
give  up  the  world  and  its  vanities ;  for  what  stranger  to  re* 
Itgion  can  believe  that  there  is  so  much  happiness  attendant 
upon  it,  when  they  inconsistently  renounce  it,  to  follow 
those  vanities  again?  It  renders  useless  the  labours  of. 
€rod*s  servants,  and  causes  them  sorrow.  All  their  labour 
and  instruction  are  thrown  away  upon  them.  The  sincere 
and  laborioos  preacher  looks  for  his  reward  In  the  conver- 
sion of  souls,  and  says  in  his  heart,  ^^  These  shall  be  my 
crowB  of  rejoicing  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jesus."  But  how 
is  he  grieved  and  disappointed,  when  he  sees  these  bright 
stars  fiiU  from  their  orbits  into  darkness,  shunning  his  coni'* 
pany  and  advice,  and  perhaps  neglecting  his  ministrations  } 
constraining  him  to  say,  '^  I  have  laboured  in  vain,  and  spent 
my  strength  for  noi^ht."  It  is  of  the  singular  grace  and 
roer^ofGod,  that  such  as  have  the  care  of  souls,  when, 
their  expectations  are  .thus  cut  off  by  such  declensioas;^  th«t 
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tkej  are  not  altogether  discouraged  from  proceeding  intbcir 
important  work,  when  thej  see  such  stumUeandfiiU,  periMipi 
to  rise  no  more.  Their  reward,  however,  is  with  the  Lord* 
$.  Backsliding  is  an  evil  with  respect  to  God. 
This  of  all  evils  is  the  greatest,  and  on  this  accoont  it 
plight  to  be  carefully  avoided,  because 

It  dishonours  him. — ^We  cannot  suppose  for  a  moment  that 
he  could  form  any  creature,  or  appoint  any  dispensation, 
that  could  he  to  hi»  dishonour.  All  his  glorious  perfisctioni 
forbid  it.  To  a$oribe  this  to  him,  is  to  suppose  that  he  acts 
without  wisdom  and  without  design.  If  we  then  admit  this, 
all  who  turn  from  the  way  of  truth  and  holiness,  by  actin(( 
in  opposition  to  his  wiU,  alid  to  their  own  eonsdencMi 
greatly  dishonour  him.  It  then  follows  that  they  forfeit  his 
favour,  and  are  no  longer  among  the  ^  sheep  of  his  pasture,*' 
or  entitled  to  any  of  his  promises.  ^'  They  that  honour  mSy 
(he  says)  1  will  honour,  and  they  that  -dfiopise  me  shall  be 
lightly  esteemed."  Oh !  to  forsake  the  service  of  the  King 
of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords  ;  to  renounce  coranHinion  with 
him;  to  forsake  the  fountain  of  happiness,  and  engage  in  the 
service  of  sin  again  ;  what  folly  and  madness  is  this !  A  state 
'  of  sin  wasj  before  their  conversion,  disgraceful  and  condem- 
natpry ;  and  it  is  no  better  now,  but  worse,  being  attended 
with  more  aggravating  circumstances.  * 

jfl  grieves  Us  Holy  Spirit. — ^Although  we  must  not  ascribe 
human  passions  to  God,  yet  when  he  is  pleased  to  adopt  the 
language  of  .man,  it  is  to  convey  to  us  ideas  some  way  cor- 
responding with  our  fbelings*  When  we  are  grieved  wa 
feel  pain  on  account  of  some  offence  that  has  been  committed 
against  us,  or  some  disrespect  that  has  been  shewn  us,  and 
which  causes  a  ^hyness  or  separation  between  us  and  the 
offending  party.  So  when  those  who  have  been  sanctified, 
have  made  shipwreck  of  their  faith,  and  have  dishonoured 
God,  he  shews  it,  by  withdrawing  his  light,  joy,  and  infliH 
ence,  and  leaving  the  ungrateful  sinner  to  his  own  reflec- 
tions and  misery.  And  what  else  can  be  expected,  if  they 
Y^jusX  in  their  backslidings  I    How.  great  was  the  love  and 


Chap.  S.J  «ir  BACKUUXKc.  501 

patieace  lie  diseoTered  towards  them  in  their  unregenerate 
elate,  and  how  sweetly  and  powerfally  did  he  draw  them  to 
himself  and  to  the  serioaB  consideration  of  their  own  hap- 
piness !  How  readily,  in  the  time  of  their  penitential  dis- 
tressy  did  he  take  of  die  things  of  Jesus  and  present  them  to 
their  believing  view  I  He  was  to  them  as  the  refiner's  fire, 
purifying  their  souls,  making  them  an  habitation  for  him- 
self, witnessing  their  adoption,  and  giving  them,  in  his  gifts 
and  graces,  a  foretaste  of  the  joys  to  come.  Thus  it  may  be 
said,  that .  he  brought  them  from  ^^  a  land  of  drought,  and 
the  shadow  of  death — and  brought  them  into  a  plentiful 
country,  to  eat  the  fruit  thereoC  and  the  goodness  thereof:" 
but  they  have  '^  defiled  the  land--raiid  changed  their  glory 
into  that  which  doth  not  profit**  Thus  his.  grace  has  been 
^ceived  in  vain;  his  favours,  gifts,  and  influence,  have  been 
thrown  away.  They  have  neglected  the  doing  of  his  will  to 
do  their  own ;  and  as  Moses  brake  the  tables  of  stone  by 
dashing  them  to  the  ground,  so  have  these  broken  the  cove- 
nant of  their  God.  Hence  it  is  that  the  Spirit  of  grace  is  * 
grieved,  and  he  discovers  it  by  his  leaving  them  to  their 
own  weaknesses,  or  suffering  them  to  follow  their  own  ima- 
gination and  evil  ways.  But  what  base  ingratitude  is  this  I 
Is  it  any  wonder  that  we  should  hear  such  strong  language 
as  the  following  concerning  these  persons  ?  <<  I  have  given 
the  dearly  beloved  of  my  soul  into  the  hand  of  her  enemies. 
They  that  depart  fit>m  me  shall  be  written  in  the  earth,  be« 
cause  they  have  forsaken  the  Lord,  the  fountain  of  living 
waters^I  will  hide  my  fiice  firom  them,  I  will  see  what  their 
end  will  be."  How  much  are  these  like  the  expressions  of 
an  aggrieved  and  insulted  firiend  ? 

It  fntsiraiei  hi$  gracious  designs. — The  design  of  God  in 
the  gospel,  and  in  the  whole  of  his  proceedings  towards 
mankind,  is  to  raise  us  finmi  a  state  of  sin  and  degradation/ 
to  the  enjoyment  of  his  fiivour,  and  communion  with  him. 
Since,  then,  this  is  his  purpose  towards  us,  every  one  ought 
to  turn  to  Grod  with  all  his  heart,  and  never,  on  any  account, 
tP  fir^ake  Ins  service;  but  entering  into  the  apostle's  views, 
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beaten  with  many  stripet;  for  the  Lord  of  that  servant  will 
eome  in  a  day  when  he  looketh  not  for  him,  and  at  an  hour 
in  whioli  he  is  not  aware,  and.  will  cut  him  asunder,  and  will 
appoint  htm  his  portion  widi  the  unbelievers;  for  unto  whom 
fioever  much  is  given,  of  him  shall  much  be  required/'.  But 
as  there  are  degreea  in  sinniufi^,  so  there  are  in  punishment. 
Let  us  consider  some  of  them. 

I  shall  begin  with  the  witkdrmoing  of  Divine  ififiucnces. — 
Thus,  in  ancient  timea,  when  the  people  of  God  began  to 
form  friendships  with  sinfbl  persona,  and  depart  from  him, 
this  was  what  be  dedared  of  them :  ^<  The  sons  of  God  saw 
the  daughters  of  men,  and  they  took  them  wives  of  all  which 
they  chose.  And  the  Lord  said,  My  Spirit  shall  not  always 
strive  with  man.'*  And  soon  after  it  is  added,  that  <^  all 
flesh,  (with  the  exeeption  of  Noah  and  his  fiunily)  had  cor- 
rupted his  way  upon  the  earth,"  Gren.  vi.  2,  3, 12.  And 
then,  in  the  midst  of  their  feasting  and  manning,  the  human 
race,  including  these  SomofOody  their  graceless  wives,  and 
renowned  wicked  offspring,  were  all  swept  away,  by  the 
flood,  that  terriUe  scouige,  and  buried  in  the  dreadful  abyss 
of  waters^  Matt.  xxiv.  98, 39.  Here  these  apostates,  fallen 
from  grace,  and  from  that  state  of  rectitude  which  entitled 
theih  to.  be  sons  of  God,  are  hurried  away  in  the  midst  of 
their  sins  and  pleasnies,  to  give  an  account  of  themselves  to 
their  incensed  andoflEended  Sovereign.  Some  may  say,  <  Ob, 
they  were  all  re-converted  before  they  died.'  .  If  they  were, 
it  was  well  for  them;  but  certainly  God  has  i\ot  told  us  so, 
and  therefore  we  have  no  ground  to  conclude  any  such  thing. 
That  they  were  warned  we  are  assured  by  Noah,  who  was 
ft  preaeher  of  righteousness ;  and  that  they  did  not.  repent  is 
sulBciently  dean  What  then  remained  but  punishment  ? 
<^He  that  being  often  reproved  and  hardeneth  his  neck, 
shall  suddenly  be  destroyed,  and  that  without  remedy." 

The  case  of  Saul  is  much  the  same.  He  once  was  little  in 
his  own  eyes,  and  the  Spirit  of  Grod  came  upon  him ;  but, 
becoming  disobedient,  it  is  said,  ^*  The  Spirit  of  th^  Lord 
^parted  from  8aal,  and  an  evil  spirit  from  the  Lord  (by  his 
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permission)  troubled  him,"  1  Smin.  xvi.  14.  It  appetre  tbat 
this  evil  spirit  was  melancholy  and  depression  of  spirit^ 
attended  by  envy  and  revenge  against  David,  aad  against 
all  whom  he  supposed  fiivoured  his  cause;  not  even  sparing 
the  priests,  the  consecrated  priests  of  God;  nor  t^rding 
the  life,  feelings,  and  honour  of  the  aflbctionatO' Jonathan; 
and  with  such  impiety,  that  aAer  he  knew  that  God  was  6<^ 
displeased  with  him,  as  to  answer  him  no  more,  ha.  goes  to 
inquire  his  fate  of  the  deril,  or  from  those  who  were  svp-^ 
posed  to  hold  intercourse  with  him;  and  at  last  fell  rasU/ 
by  his  own  hands,  and  entered  unrequired  into  the  preseDce 
of  his  justly  offended  God,  chap.  xzxi.  4.  What  a  dreadful 
end  was  this  1 

Let  us  next  consider  the  case  of  Aaron'^  s^ms^  Nadab,  and 
Abihu.  Mlien  Grod  appointed  the  order  of  priesthood 
amongst  his  ancient  people,  Aaron  and  his  aons  were  the 
persons  selected  for  those  important  offices.  MosiSi  was 
commanded  to  anoint  Aaron  and  his  sonsi  and^ctHisecrsts 
them,  which  was  done  acocardingly;  and  when  it  pleseed 
God  to  give  a  glorious  manifestation  of  himKelf  to  the  sevens 
ty  elders,  Nadab  and  Abihu.  were  mentionod*  by  name  to 
come  and  share  in  the  glorious  privilage,  JSxod.  xxiv.  if 
Of  &c« :  yet,  with  all  the  atonement  made  for  them,  the  ho- 
nours  conferred  upon  them,  and  the  privilegea  they  enj<gted^ 
when,  in  a  rash  and  self-willed  manner,  they  offered  strange 
fire  to  God,  they  were  destroyed  by  fire^  in  the  veiy  ant  of 
disobedience. 

And  as  these  died  for  their  offences  before  Cod,  so  did 
multitudes  of  the  people  in  the  same  or  diferent  waj>« 
Thus  St.  Paul  to  the  Corinthians,  1  Epis.  vi.  1,  &c.i 
*^  They  drank  of  that  spiritual  Rock  that  followed  theiDi 
and  that  Rock  was  Christ;  but  with  many  of  them  God  wss 
not  well  pleased;  for  they  were  overthrown  in  the  wilder* 
ness."  By  yielding  to  sinful  desires,  sensual  jpleasures, 
templing  Christ,  and  murtikuring,  they  were  destroyed  of 
the  destroyer,  ver.  4 — H ;  and  became  examples  to  vmj  t^ 
guard  as  against  idolatry  and  sin.    The  ImA  obsarviag  ^ 
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II0868  that)  '^  WkoBoeyer  hslh  sinned  against  me^  fiim  if tfl 
1  H«l  ouf  of  my  book,"  Exod.  xxxii.  S9; 

In  the  samtf  list  W^  may  also  place  Balaam,  who^  fbougTi 
he  <^  heikrd  tile  fkrords  of  God,  and  knew  the  knowledge  of 
the  Moat  Higfh,  Num.  xtiv.  16,  21,  chap^  viii;  and  was  per* 
mined  to  converse  with  Gtod,  and  bless  in  his  liaihe,  in  k 
Way  known  to  few,  by  '^  th^  lore  of  money,  whith  is  the  root 
of  all  evil;  which,  while  some  coveted  after,  they  have  eitied 
(inom  the  ftiith,'  and  pierced  themselves  through  with  many 
•onrows  ;*'  he  missed  his  way^  first  corrupting  others,  and  then 
feHing  titto  their  punidmieRt,  being  slain  in  the  war  the 
Midinnites-  brought  upon  themselves  by  seducing  the  Israel- 
ites*  Annatiias,  his  wife  Sapphira,  and  Demas^  appear  to  have 
beeii  caught  in  the  same  snare;  what  the  end  of  the  latter 
was  we  know  not;  but  the  awful  dtoth  of  the  others  is  re- 
corde^  a8*a  warning  against  deceit,  tempting  the  Holy  Spi^ 
fit,  lying,  and  covetousiless,  to  all  succeeding  generations. 
I'hese  peiaons  wer^  members  of  the  christian  church  in  its 
purest  state;  yet,  having  departed  in  heart  from  God,  they 
were  rejteted  by  htm ;  and  their  profession  of  the  christian 
ftifth  proved  insuftcent  to  help  them  in  the  day  of  his  dis- 
pleasnrei  Acts  v.  1,  ftc.  9  Tim.  iv«     The  man  <<  that  wan-' 
dei^h  6ut  of  the' way  of  understanding  shall  remain  in  the 
Gongregatldtt  6f  the  dead,^'  Prov*  xxi.  19* ' 

Solomon  aflbrds  us  another  instance  how  displeasing 
bnckslldittg  and  apostacy  are  in  the  sight  of  Ood.  His  in« 
onfinate  attachment  to  foreign  women  proved  his  downfiilL 
They  first  entangled  his  affibetions,  and  then  enticed  him  to 
idolatry.  If  we  consider  the  wisdom  with  which  God  en« 
dowed  him,  and  the  ikvonft  conferred  upon  him,  he  is  the 
most  inexcusable  of  any,  espedally  if  we  take  into  the  ac« 
count  the  warning  of  his  father  David.  ^  If  thou  seek  him^ 
he  wiH  be  found  of  thee  i  but  if  thou  forsake  him^  he  wilt 
cast*  thee  olP  for  ever.** '  The  Lord  loved  him  in  his  in&ncy, 
and  he  was  called  on  that  account  Jededtah,  that  is,  belov^ 
of  the  Lord  s  and  that  he  was  still  beloved  of  him  when  he 
waa-anived  at  manhood*^  appears  in  his  i^pointing  him  to 
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build  the  Temple^  by  giving  peai^  to  Us  Ungdotn^  by  two 
extraordinary  appearances ;  and  by  heaping  upon  him  nu- 
merous benefits,  both  of  a  temporal  and  religious  native. 
No  wonder  then  that  ^^  th^  Lord  was  angry  with  Solomon,^' 
and  gave  him  evident  marks  of  his  displeasure,  by  permit- 
ting a  mind  once  fraught  with  heavenly  wiadoni  to  go  after 
the  fooleries  of  the  heathen,  to  that  degree,- that  he  built 
temples  for  the  wofship  of  their  detested  divinitj^;  and 
raised  him  adversaries  to  disturb  his  lepooe,  one  of  which 
he  strove  to  murder,  because  the  Lord  preferred  him  befora 
him.  lie  a^o  virtually  rent  from  him  the  tribes  of  larael, 
with  the  exception  of  Judah ;  and  had  it  not  been  for 
David's  sake,  that  would  have  gone  too.  It  was  not  till 
Solomon  advanced  in  yearS)  that  he  forsook  his  God ;  and 
there  is  no  mention  made  of  his  ropcntanee  and  return  to 
him.  Some  have  thought  he  was  restored,  and  consider  tk 
book  of  Ecclesiastes  as  a  proof  of  it ;  if  soy  <me  would  think 
that  he  would  have  told  us  of  the  evil  of  idolatry,  bit  sor- 
row  for  departing  from  God,  and  cautioned  otbera  from  fi>l« 
lowing  his  example:  but  is  there  a  sentence  of  the  kind?  He 
condemns  as  vanity  all  mere  worldly  pursuit^  and  recou' 
mends  true,  piety  as  the  chief  business  and  happiness  of  men, 
'  uud  what  backslider  will  not  do  the  same,  whether  he  is  re- 
stored or  not  ?  Had  he  repented,  and  been  sincere  in  his 
repentance,  he  would  have  pulled  down  the  temples  he  had 
erected  for  the  worship  of  idols,  or  at  least  proscribed  tho 
tise  of  them,  and  not  have  left  it  to  be  done  by  one  of  his 
pious  and  2iealou8.  descendants,  2  Kings  xxiii.  13,  IL  He 
that  strives  to  wash  anegro  white^  undertakes  ataak  more.thas 
human.  Where  God  is  silent,  as  in  this  case,  roan  sboald 
be  silent  too.  ^^  His  power  and  wrath  are  against  all  them 
that  forsake  him,"  .Ezra  viu.  22. 

There  are  other  persons  spoken  of^  who,  by  thus  traofi* 
^resi^ing  against  the  Lord^  and  revolting  from  him,  have  be- 
coiue  the  objects  of  hi|  displeasure,  or  hare  been  exposed  to 
his  awful  threateninga ;  as  the  ungrateful  and  ungensrous 
servant  mejitioued,  Matt,  xviii.  88.    His  Lord  said  uBto 
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him)  <^  Oy  thou  widsed  servant,  I  foi^ye  thee  all  that  debt^ 
because  thou  desiredst  me,  &c. — ^And  his  lord  was  wroth,  and 
delirared  him  to  the  tormentors — So  (said  Jesus)  shall  mj 
heaTeiily  Father  do  also  unto  jon,  if  je  firom  your  hearts 
forgivo  not  every  one  his  brother  their  trespasses/' 

The  parable  of  the  virgins  holds  out  to  us  the  state  of  the 
cbriatian  chvrch  in  the  present  world,  the  foolish  virgins 
representing  those  professors  who  have  not  lived  to  God  as 
be  requires.  They  had  the  dress  and  appearance  of  the 
wise  virgins,  and  they  had  their  lamps  and  oil ;  but  the  oil 
was  consumed,  and  not  providing  more  in  due  time,  the 
door  was  shut  upon  them^  and  they  were  disowned,  Matt. 
XXV.  12. 

The  parable  of  the  talents  shews  that  wherever  God  im« 
parts  the  riches  of  his  grace,  he  expects  to  have  it  improved, 
that  it  may  have  its  suitable  reward ;  and  where  it  is  not, 
that  it  may  be  punished.  He  that  hid  his  lord^s  talent,  and 
improved  it  not,  is  called  ^^  wicked  and  slothfbl,''  and  com* 
manded  to  be  ^'cast  into  outer  darkness,  where  there  shall 
be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth."  This  shews  what  a  sad 
state  those  will  be  in  at  last  who  received  the  ^^  grace  of 
God  in  vain/' 

How  very  solem'n  are  those  words  in  Ezekiel,  where  God 
IB  remonstnrttng  with  the  Jews  concerning  their  unjust  re* 
marks  of  the  idequalities  of  his  ways  i  '^  When  the  righte- 
ous tumeth  away  firom  his  righteousness,  and  committeth 
iniquity,  and  doeth  according  to  all  the  abominations  that 
the  wicked  man  doeth,  shall  he  live  ?  '  All  the  righteousness 
which  he  hath  done  shall  not  be  mentioned :  in  his  trespass 
that  he  hath  trespassed,  and  in  his  sin  that  he  hath  sinned, 
in  them  shall  he  die,"  Ezek.  xviii.  24.'  Can  any  words 
more  plainly  and  strongly  express  the  purposes  of  God  to- 
wards those  who  have  left  off  to  <^  behave  themselves  wisely 
and  to  do  good  ?"  <<  If  a  man  abide  not  in  me,  (said  Jesus)  he 
is  cast  foitii  as  a  brandt,  and  is  withered,  and  men  gather 
them,  and  cast  them  into  the  fire,  and  they  are  bumsd," 
Jol|ai[^Vt6« 
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St.  PatiHelk  tfa  ^Hhe^iritspeRkBth  wpfenlj:,  Hutting 
latler  tkae  sane  sball  depcirt  irom  the  &itb,  gif  ing  beed  to 
seducing  vpiikB  a«d  dectmes  of  devils,  1  Tiau  17.  1. 
Whidi  lie  iastanoes  in  seveiml  paftiottlars,  as  Hymeaeos  and 
Alexander,  vhorn  it  seems  lie  exconBiuBioated  fcr  their 
blasphemies,  after  thegr  had  fMt  away  fliith  and  a  gwd  coof 
SCieoce,  chap.  j.  {9^  SO.  Philetas  is  also  neatiDiied  ai 
joining  then  ip  their  proftue  and  vain  bahUiagSj  their  csd^ 
keroni  words  greatly  iaoreasing  the  stream  of  ungodliDefli, 
overtttrning  the  ftitb'of  some,  and  concerning  ia^  jn&kiig 
shipwreck,  2  Tim.  ii.  16. 

He  speaks  also  of  certain  widows  as  ^'  having  daauistioi, 
because  they  have  cast  off  their  first  faith ;  and  withal,  tiief 
laarq  to  be  idle,  wandering  about  from  house  to  bonse;  and 
not  only  idle,  but  tattlers  also,  and  busy  bodies,  speakiof 
things  which  they  ought  not.^'  In  all  probability  these  pe^ 
sons  called  themselves  christians,  and  passed  for  such  is  the 
world,  to  the  great  scandal  of  the  christian  name. 

St.  John  tells  us  "  there  is  a  sin  unto  death;"  fcy  wluck 
I  suppose  he  means  preitmtnre  death :  fin*  as  same  wAd 
aoea  do  not  liye  ont  half  their  da/s,  so  some  fbatapcflttt^ 
may,  in  the  righteous  judgment  of  God,  shorten  thrir's;  J^ 
Uiough  they  may  see  their  folly,  and  return  to  hiai.  W^ 
cannot  tell  all  the  sins  or  cireamstances  whidi  tend  to  this; 
for  some  who  have  grossly  sinned  havte  been  restored)  as  it 
is  said  of  ancient  Israel :  '^  They  tempted  and  provoked  tk 
most  high  God,  and  kept  not  his  testimonies,  but  tarsed 
back,  and  dealt  nn&ithfully."  And  though  it  is  true  that 
many  were  cut  eff  in  his  righteons  anger,  yet  there  were 
roore^  as  I  apprehend,,  who  oould  say,  ^*  It  is  of  the  liord » 
mercies  that  we  are  not  consumed." 

^t.  Paul  says  of  some  of  tbe  Gori^thiaas,  in  reftreaee  to 
their  abuse  of  the  saccanent^  ^^  Bh*  this  camie  many  ^^  ^ 
md  skilj^  amoBg  you,  and  many  fieep.*^  And  8t.  PHer  abo 
makes  mealion  of  some  who,  for  ^  bringing  in  ditmuftU'  her 
resies,  wd  denying  the  Lord  Aat  boi^t  tbero,  brhg  vP" 
on  themselves  smfi  destruction."    Jle  infprma  us  tW  ^^ 


ked  ^  ibcBdBea  die  light  ways"  «n^  andfr  prelnoe  of  liber* 
tj,  brottght  their  deluded  adqtirers  into  a  woree  state  of 
bondage^  and  into  a. more  dangerous  situation  than  if  thej 
had  never  been  saved*  *^  For,  (said  he)  if  after  they  have 
escaped  the  pdSutions  of  the  worid,  through  the  knowledge 
of  tte  Lord  and  Savtomr  Jesus  Christ,  they  are  again  en« 
tangled  Aereia  and  overcome,  the  hitter  end  is  worse 
with  them  than  the  beginning/'  As  they  then  not  cmly  go 
astray  themselves,  but  entioe  oth^jrs  to  do  the  same,  it  is  not 
strange  that  the  apostle  should  express  himself  in  su^h  strong 
language  as  he  does,  ver.  S,  where  he  says,  <^  Whose  jndg* 
nent  now  of  a  long  time  lingereth  not,  and  their  damnatioD 
sldmbereth  not." 

I  shall  add  but  otte  eaae  more,  where  the  writer  of  the 
epistle  to  the  Hebrews  observes,  <^  If  we  sin  wilfully  after 
we  have  received  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  there  remain* 
eA  no  more  sacrifice  for  sins,  but  a  certain  fearfhl  looking  for 
of  ju^^^ment,  and  fiery  indignation,  which  shall  devour  the 
adversaries.  He  that  despised  Moses's  law,  died  without 
mercy  under  two  or  three  witnesses;  of  how  much  sorer 
punishraent,  suppose  ye,  shall  he  be  Uiought  worthy,  who 
hath  trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of  God,  and  hath  counteS 
the  Uood  of  the  Covenant,  wherewith  he  was  sanctified,  an 
unholy  thing,  and  hath  done  despite  unto  the  Spirit  ef 
grace?"  Heb.  x.  86,  &c.  By  this  we  learn  how  dangeroua 
it  is  to  decline  finom  die  vniys  of  God.  Should  such  persona 
ever  be  restored,  at  the  intercession  of  our  great  Advocate^ 
what  degrees  of  grace  and  glory  may  they  fiot  lose?  AnA 
what  opportunities  of  doing  good  to  others?  And  should 
they  not  be  restored,  their  state  will  be  dreadful  indeed, 
since  sin  in  them  is  attended  with  greater  aggravations  thaw 
in  others,  being  committed  against  much  greater  light,  pa 
has  been  ofcsorvcd.  Such  apostates  are,  by  the  apostle,  comr 
pared  to  land  that  produces  only  briers  and  thorns,  whid|  ia 
rejected,  and  nigh  unto  cursing,  whose  end  is  to  be  burned, 
^f^,  ri.  8.    ^  yeogeaare  bdoii^e|h  iiuto  ipe,  1  irill  fopoy, 
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nidi  the  Lord;"  and  such  ougfat  to  remeBibeff  tluit  ^^  it  ii  s 
fcarful  thing  to  fidl  into  his  handii." 

BACKSLIDERS  ENCOURAGED  TO  RETURN. 

It  will'be  seen  that  in  speaking  on  the  subject  of  backsUd** 
ingy  I  have  endeavoured  to  confine  myself  very  closely  to 
the  scriptures,  not  because  the  evil  does  not  abound  in  OMr 
day,  but,  if  possible,  to  silence  those  gainsayers  whose  i^an* 
ner  of  speaking  o^  the  Divine  government  is  such  as  to  make 
it  of  little  importance  whether  the  servants  of  God  back* 
slide  from  him  or  not.     Those  that  coQsider  things  in  a  di& 
ferent  light,  however,  deplore  it  as  a  verj  great  evil,  and 
lament  the  immoralities,  and  blasphemies,  arising  firom  the 
conduct  of  those  whose  <<love  has  waxed  cold."    I  will 
dwell,  boweyer,  no  |ouger  on  this  topic ;  but  endeavour  to 
point  out  to  those  who  are  mercifully  spared  the  encouiag- 
ments  afibrded  them  to  retiurn  to  their  offended  Father. 
Too  many,  alas,  have  made  their  faces  like  an  adamant  and 
refuse  to  return  ;  yet  there  afe  some  who  are  constrained  to 
say  that  it  was  betfpr  n  ith  th^m  whei^  th^  lived  to  God 
than  it  is  at  present,  and  who,  seeing  his  mercy  in  spariiiK 
them,  would  gladly  return;  but  their  sin  has  taken  such  bold 
npon  them,  that  they  dare  not  look  up,  and  their  hearts  feel 
ao  d^rk  and  insensible,  that  they  are  ready  to  conclude  it  is 
useless  for  them  to  attempt  it,  as  they  imagine  they  have  sia- 
ned  past  recovery.    Teniptations  and  discouragements  sur- 
round them,  and  their  instability  and  irresolution  keep  tbeia 
in  bondage.   It  is  to  such  as  see  themselves  in  this  light)  aod 
nho  are  desirous  of  being  agaii)  reconciled  to  God,  that 
these  things  are  addressed.    Whether  they  hi^ve  fallen  ua* 
der  the  power  of  one  sin,  or  many,  wheth^  they  have  back* 
alidden  in  heart  pr  life,  or  have  remained  a  longer  or  shorter 
time  in  that  state,  it  is  for  such  (hat  ti^ese  ^cou|agen|^ats 
are  intended. 

J.  The  coxtnani  of  gracf  doe$  not  forbid  t^— In  the  fii»t 
covenant  one  transgression  excluded  th^  yiplator  frpfu  ^ 
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tabiog  righteousness  and  life  hj  it^  being  a  covenant  of 
works  requiring  perfect  and  utiiatermptod  obedience:  the 
tree  gift  of  God  in  the  gospel  is  the  forgiving  of  many  offen- 
ces unto  justification.  The  first  knew  nothing  of  a  Media- 
tor, but  this  acknowledges  little  ebe.'  Under  the  law  of 
works  repentance  Was  inadoiissable,  and  therefore  not  re- 
quired: under  grace  k  is  the  gift  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  which 
we  we  required  to  receive,  and  to  bring  forth  its  fruits.  The 
first  presenited  no  object  of  faith  for  pardon,  the  continuance 
of  spiritual  life,  or  for  making  lui  Meet  for  eternal  life,  and 
therefore  faith  was  not  required:  the. second  has  set  before 
us  the  Lamb  of  God,  to  expiate  our  sin,  to  nourish  our  souls 
as  bj  his  flesh  and  bloody  and  to  make  us  meet  for  gloiy, 
and  oonsequeatlj  requires  i:ons4ant  bdieving^  without  which 
none  can  please  God  or  be  saved.  No  more  need  be  added. 
See,  poor  waqiderer,  great  as  is  thy  ingratitude,  there  yet  is 
hope.  See  here  bow  grace  abounds,  and  let  it  encourage 
thee. to  be  ^'ssealous  and  repent.' *  Thesddrifice  of  Jesus 
nev^r  lose^  its  virtue.  Look  at  it  with  believing  eyes  once 
more.  He  waits  to  be  gracious.  Where  else  wilt  thou 
look?  Who  can  restore  thy  wounded  soul  but  him?  Do 
not  then,  lij&e.  Judas,  despair,'  but,  like  Peter,  repent. 

8.  Jeu»  still  ifUercedes  for  Mei9i»— This  is  beautiftdly  illus- 
trated b]f  .the  barren  fig-tree,  Luke  xiii.  6«  Thte  tree  is  a 
true  representation  of  those  professors  in  the  christian  church 
who,  notwjithstanding  all  their  advantages,  not  only  remain 
destitute  of  the  fruits  of  piety,  but  by  their  conduct  prove 
hindrances  in  the  way  of  others,  and  in  many  instances,  ex- 
tremely hurtful.  This  is  far  from  right,  and  the  displeasure 
of  God  towards  such  is  discovered  by  bis  determination  to 
destroy  them :  ^'  Cut  it  down.  Why  cumbereth  it  the  groundl" 
Here  the  Dresser  of  the  vineyard  interposes,  *^  Let  it  alone 
this  year  also.*'  He  is  heard.  Other  means  are  used,  wfth 
a  hope  tli^t  these  will  succeed.  If  not,  permission  is  given 
for  its  destruction.  ^^  If  it  bear  firuit,  well :  and  if  not,  after 
that  thou  shalt  cut  it  down."  Is  it  not  plain  from  this  para- 
ble, that  we  are  spared,  and  our  privileges  continued^  at  the 
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interceasioii  of  ChriBt  2  Aild  do^  not  hh  interceding^  spring 
from  his  tender  eompassion}  If  tlien  he  kiteroedes^  for  mkA 
baiten  sonls,  and  judgement  k  atopp^  at  his  inttante,  such 
as  hare  dtawn  back  fiom  his  ways  hme  eneonragteeat  to 
return ;  and,  through  his  grace,  they  4iay  after  aH^  becavMF 
such  as  be  approves  of;  and  should  this  be  the  case,  it  trill  be 
s^eff  with  Ihem  indeed^  Come,  thou  disoonsoiato  soul,  wii0 
art  tossed  to  and  fro  as  a  leaf  driven  by  the  wind;  turn  to 
thy  Ood  imnlediaftely.  He  will  not  torn  a  deaf  car  ts  thy 
supplications.  Say  to  hinr  in  the  language  of  the  pfophet^ 
**  Who  is  a  Gh>d  like  unto  tiioe,  that  pardoneth  iniquity— < 
tiiou  retainest  mA  tliy  anger  for  ever,  becaise  thou  deli^test 
in  nercy ;  thou  wilt  tntn  again^  thou  wih  have  eompassiot 
a|mn  us.;  tfiov  wii  subdue  our  iniquities^  aitdf  tifaou  wilt  csrt 
all  our  sins  utto  the  depth  of  the  sea/*^  Remember  we  har^ 
an  Advocate  with  the  father,  who  is  the  propifiatioftfor 
oursios^  and  this  Advocate  always  succeeds  whefl-  weirt 
heaiialjr  willing^he  should.  You  are  no#  willing,  add  there^ 
ibre  yoit  wiH  be  graciously  received,  and  find;  rest  ifi  Um 
Htfoagh  believingii 

S.  You  are  iwaUed  i»  return. — The  invitatiofis  giveir  to 
badKsliders  are  nomeroiis,  and  they  all  discover  the  miWttg* 
nass  of  God  to  receive  again  hia  revolting  creatures.  Ifte 
nsraonstrate  with  thc»n  on  their  sift  and  fbRy,  9t  is  to  in'* 
press  their  'minds  with  the  wisdom  and  necessity  of  wiixm* 
ing«  ^  What  iniquity  have  your  fhthers  found^  in  me,  ^t 
they  are  gone  fiur  from  me,  and  have  gone  after  vanity,  and 
are  become  vaiiv  V*  Thus  he  spahe,  by  Jeremiiah,  to  oAmd» 
iag  Israel,  who  wero  then  fbUotviag  the  same  sinftil  coursei 
as  tiieir  fiiAhers,i  ^*  Thine  own  wiekedness  shall  correct 
thee,  and  thy  backriidings  shaH  reprove  thee ;  know  tli<»ie« 
fore,  and  see  that  it  is  an  evil  thing  and  bitter  that  ttroti 
hast  forsaken  the  Lovdthy  Ood/*  IP  he  reminds  th^m  of 
their  past  tow»  and  promises,  it  is  with  the  like  design^ 
<^  Thou  saidst,  I  will  not  transgress^"  and  when  he  remfncb 
them  of  his  past  dealings^  with  them,  ft  is  the  same.  ^^Have 
1  lieea  a  mildePBeaa  ualo  Israel  ?^^   He  certainly  had  not; 


■ftd  yet  tbe  kngoage  of  their  ungratefcil  hearts  was,  <^  We 
ha?e  loYed  strangers,  and  after  them  will  we  go.'*  And  af* 
(er  alt  he  says,  ^'  Return  again  to  me!"  Yes,  his  servant, 
was  eoDHMitided  to  go*  and  proclaim  these  words,  ^^  Return^ 
tiioa  backsliding  Israel,  saith  the  Lord,  and  I  will  not  cause 
my  anger  to  fall  upon  you ;  fi>r  I  am  merciful — and  I  will 
notlceep  anger  for  ever."  All  therefore  who  are  desirous 
of  retnmiiig  back  to  their  God  and  Saviour,  may  have  their 
desires  aooomplished,  and  have  the  satisfaction  of  proving 
in  themselves  the  truth  of  these  words,  f^  He  hath  no  plea,* 
sure  in  the  death  of  him  Aat  dieth ;"  but  rather  in  giving 
life  to  aU  that  return  to  him.  This  is  inimitably  described 
in  the  story  of  the  prodigal,  who,  after*  he  had  spent  all  his 
patrimony,  and  reduced  himself,  by  his  folly  and  ptofuskm^ 
to  want  and  beggary,  reserves  to  leate  ^at  wretehed  and 
inhospitable  countiy,  and  return  to  his  fiUhcir.  He  comes 
at  length  within  sight  of  his  former  nbode,  where  harmony 
and  plenty  still  reign.  His.&ther  irst  beholds  him,  and 
runs  to  meet  him,  without  one  unkind  or  upbraiding  word* 
He  receives  him  with  all  his  load  of  wretchedness  upon  . 
him,  in  the  most  affiible  and  afiectionate  manner^  and  wel** 
comes  htm  again  to  participate  in  all  the  comforts  and  ad« 
yantages  of  his  happy  fiuuily.  See,  poor .  weather-beaten 
wanderer,  in  this  undutiful  child,  a  picture  of  thyself.  Ijike 
him,  thou  art  reflecting  and  returning  to*  a  seufe  of  duty  t 
and  like  him,  on  thy  return,  thou  shalt  meet  with  a  kind  re^ 
oeption  ffpm  thy  gracious  and  compassionate  Grod»  Come 
put  thy  trust  in  him,  and  ^^  he  shall  cover  thee  with  his  fea« 
thers,"  and  be  thy  comforter  and  defencev 

4.  There  are  numjf  promises  and  kind  declarations  made 
ihem. — ^When  backsliders  begin  to  confess  a,nd  be  sorry  for 
thdt  sin,  which  must  be  done,  and  without  which  they  can* 
not  hope  for  the  disfdays  of  Divine  mercy,  Jer;  iii.  13;  then 
the  sweetness  Qf  these  promises  begins  to  be  tasted,  *<<  Re« 
turn,  ye  ba^ckslidlng  children,  and  1  will  heal  yout  backslid.<» 
iugs,"  that; is,. your  souls,  whieb  have  by  this  means  been 
deeply  wounded.    It  is  repeated^  ^^  I  will  heal  their  back- 

3t 
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0lidiitg:s,  t  will  love  dtanr  ftodj-^I  wHl  be  as  tJte  ^dew  to 
knel/*  Thb  leedB  then  fo  bk^  or  adopt  wnAlangiuLgi^  bm 
IhUy  '^  Beiold  we  eome  unto  Aea  "Wt  lie  down,  in  out 
iteme,  aird  o«r  covfiukNi  eoteretli  wB^at  we  Inve  unoed 
•^tahe  ftway  all  iniqttitf ^  and  reottve  ub  gntcionalgr :  f«r  in 
fbee  the  fiilherless  fiadefh  aiercf.-^Tiim  Aoo  mty  and  i 
4mA  be  torned*^  an  adnmied  and  eoBfounded,  beeaoBe  1 
bear  the  reproach  ef  my  jomOi.^  Wbev  thk  beconeathe 
iiaceffe  langaage  of  the  heart,  and  tktj  turn  from  their  evil 
way,  then  dees  God  nyent  of  die  evil  titat  he  had  aaid 
he  would  do  nala  thent,  and  be  docs  it  aot ;  bat  vathei^aa 
In  the  caee  of  penitent  fiphraim^  exdaima,  ^li  Ephraiia  waj 
dear  sen?  Is  he  apkasant  cfattdl  For  gnoe  I  apaln 
against  hiniy  I  do  earnestly  reneiaber  Um  still;  theses 
lore  my  bowels  are  troubled  Ibr  him :  I  wXk  sardy  have 
niensy  opon  him^  saith  thsi  Loan*^'  Aui  are  tiiese  the  wordi 
ef  him  that  eannot  poanUy  deceive^  or  be  goiity  of  frlae* 
hMd  ?  Then,  penitent  backslider,  do  net  let  iktfmriag 
thonfbts  fill  thy  mind.  Thon  batft  farohen  tihe  eevennat  of 
thy  God,  and  wickedly  departed  Horn  hsm ;  but  he  has  net 
yet  giren  thee  up  for  lost.  If  he  were  not  indined  to  be  pro* 
pttious,  be  would  not  thus  strive  to  allose  and  enoManige  Ase 
by  his  promises.  Come  Aen,  dtmw  neavy  and  say  not  in  thy 
heart,  ^  Will  the  Lord  cast  off  hv  ewE^r  ?  And  wOt  he 
be  fiivosrable  no  more  ?  Is  his  aier^  clean  gone  for  ever  i 
Doth  his  promise  fliil  for  evermore  i  Nnth  God  flnrgoltea 
to  be  gracious  ?  Hath  he  in  anger  shut  up  his  tender 
mercies?"  He  hath  not.  It  is  thy  inirmity  to  imaging  that 
be  hath.  Look  up,  wait  upon  diy  God,,  as  the  watchman 
for  the  monMng,  and  thy  eapeetation  diall  not  be  cut 
off. 

S4  Dir&^km  to  irndtstiden  hem  they  may  rstom.-^'nM 
afifords  additional  proof  of  the  Lord^s  willingness  to  receive 
thtee  who  have  departed  from  him*  Would  he  give  diree- 
tions  ibr  their  return  if  he  did  net  intend  to  veomve  them  ? 
Bnrely  not.  L^  ns  attend  to  soine  ef  Aem.  The  profdiet 
Uosea  says,^^  chdp.  mv.  <<  Take  with  yoii  words,  and  tan  to 
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4kB  Lovd;^'  mki  'Aa  weidi  am  ^veft.pnt  into  tlMir  mouIlM, 
^^Sqr  onlpliioi,  Xaice  aipmy  aH  iniquity,  mmi  receive  us  gnn 
wmaij,  ao  wSl  we  fender  thee  tiM^idjres  of  our  lipB,"  &e« 
I0  tlie  dedinini^  minisler,  er*  ehnreh  of  Epliesua,  he  «gfe» 
<<  Kenenber  firom  whenoe.  ttuNi  ait  fiJIcn;  nnd  i:efient,  and 
do  thy  firrt  works;"  and  to  Sardis,  <<Be  watdifiil,  and 
•strengthen  ^  things  ^nUdi  raraain,  that  are  cea<^  to  die. 
fiemenber  hew  flmi  heat  neoeifed,  and  lieard,  and  hold 
Ast,  and  aepent^'  MidtotheLaedaceansy^^Icottmeltheeto 
hay  of  4De:gold  tiled  in  Hie  fire,  tint  thou  auuf  est  be  jidb; 
«nd  ifilRte  raioMnty  that  thou  majrest  be  dolhed-*«nd  ancHnt 
thine  eyes  mth  gfe^snteoy  Ant  thou  snyest  see.— ^Bdiold,  I 
etnad  oi  'the  ^eer  and  Anode  Kwy  man  iiear  aijr  roice 
and  open  tlie  door,  1  wlU  come  in  to  him,*  and  sup  with  luais 
amd  he^ith*aie."  ^rom  which eeriptur^  it  is  plain  that  idl 
mki  ham  wandered  ftom  tiw  fiyld  of  Christ,  and  are  dene- 
«oia  of  returning  and  placing  ihmaelreB  under  Ins  care  and 
^MTotection,  diouldeerumdj  amddar  the  ^greatness  of  thefa> 
dafis  in  depriving  themselves  of  liie  comfert  imd  aidirantages 
•of  true  religioo*^that  they  should  be  earcfiil  to  pay  a  skid 
tMentifiu  to  the  oanrictions  and  drawings  df  the  Spirit  of 
iGod,  thoa^  inan  enfcebkd  or  dying  state^hat  they  should. 
•UMldb  dUigmdly  against  sin,  and  all  occasions  of  siur^that 
.they  shoidd%ire'theniseli^es  to  humtde  penMence  and  prayer 
.««^«dMitthqr.>shoaid^utethe  means  appointed  fiMrihe  pfomotion 
•o£^intaal4ifeaad  JiBppiness  totJie  soid,  and^espedally  of- 
-thr  io  God  the  ^aits:  of  their  lips,  giving  thanks  to  his 
wime*^«that<fay  iMih  Mi<liie*Loed  Jesas,  they  should  look  to 
(he  aariehedliy  kiai  in  aUapintoal  gifb  and  gvaees^-and  es« 
tpeoially,  thattkey  afaauld  welcome  him  into  Iheir  hearts,  as 
their  kind  benefkc|or,aiidthough  their  aggrieved,  yet  fhithful 
and^ompassionateiflriend.  He  that  follows  these  scriptural 
diaeetionewiiUaoon^d  Umsdf  victorious  over  his  evUe,  his 
(beatft  agaia  sprinkled  ftom  an  evil  aenscieaee,  his  eenunu« 
.-wen  wkh*God  «ea(eted,'and  hispikispectfi  before  him  bright- 
amsd  up  for  iiaas  land  eteniity.  O  thou  restless  wanderer 
^rom  thy  God,  iteamat  dma  aqt  thfse  thingsi  and  wik  thou 
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not  be  encouraged  to  take  tbe  way.  ao  clearly  pointed  oat  to 
tiiee,  tbat  thou  nayest  find  rest  to  thy  soul  ?  The  Sanonr 
stands  waiting  for  thy  answer*  Wilt  not^thou  then  say,  Cone 
in,  come  Lord  Jesus,  oome  quickly!  ^^iAnd  now,  why  tar* 
riest  thou,  arise  and  wash  awa)^  ihy  sins,  calling  on  the  name 
of  the  Lord?'' 

6.  Hie  church  is  eigcimd  to  re$iore  $mth  as  BrepenUad.^^ 
Upright  men,  who  walk  with  God,  are  often  scandsliiMd  by 
the  unsteady  behaviour  and  miscondact  of  others,  and  are 
grieved  especially,  because  the  cause  of  their  gractous  Be* 
deemer  is  hereby  blasphemed  by  those  who  seek.ooeasion  to 
slander  the  pious.  It  is  not.then  to  be  wonderedattbatthere 
should  be  an  unwillingness  to  receive  again  into  their  soesefy 
those,  who  having  been  unsteady  before,,  may  be  so  again. 
Such  are,  however,  required  to  do  it,  as  fee  see  in  the  case 
of  the  offending  Corinthian,  whom  they,  though  not  vrithout 
apparent  reluctance,  had  put  iirom  amoi^  them.  Itappears 
that  they  had  carried  themselves  towards  him  with  snch  a 
degree  of  severity,  as  exceedingly  to  distness  him,  wUdi  led 
the  apostle  to  say,  ^^  Suficient  to  such  a  man  is  thisfninisk- 
ment.  So  that,  contrariwise,  ye  ought  rather  to  finigive  and 
comfort  hib,  lest  perhaps  such  a  one  Aould  be  swallowed 
up  with  overmuch  sorrow.  Wherefore  I  beseech  you  that 
ye  would  confirm  your  love  toward  him,^  9  Cor.  ii.  6--S. 
And  in  tbe  epistle  to  tbe  Galatians,  vi,  1,  he  says,  ^(Brethren, 
if  a  man  be  overtaken  in  a  foult,  ye  whieh  are  spiritiial,  Ve- 
storesuch  a  one  in  the  spirit  of  meekness.^  If  then  the, 
Spirit  of  holiness  has  left  these  commands  on  record,  that 
those  who  are  appointed  to  manage  the  afturs  of  the  churdi 
may  thereby  regulate  their  condui^t  in  recriving  such  fgain 
among  them  who  are  desirous  of  it,  and  gtTe  evident  maiks 
of  penitence  and  humiliation,  we  see  his  willingness  td  rs** 
ceive  them  Qgain  to  himself;  and  every  such  penitent  may 
take  courage  and  derive  consolaticm  fiwm  this  also.  Qnee 
more,  I  would  say,  Put  thy  trust  ialiiah  and  thou  shalt  not 
be  confounded.  As  Noah  stretched  fbrdi  his  hand,  and  tocdi 
.tll^  dQVj^  into  \b/d  iirk  again,  wiMdi  f^onld  find  no  testing^ 
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ptaee,  because  of  the  deep  surroundiiig  waters,  so  will  thy 
Lord  stretch  forth  his  hand  to  thee,  and  after  all  thy  wan- 
derings receiTe  thee  to  himsd^  andcanse  thee  once  more  to 
rejoice  in  his  saWation.  When  David  confessed  hie  sin^  the 
Lord  forgave  him,  and  when  bitter  sorrows  weighed  down 
hia  soul,  he  caused  his  &ce  in  mercy  to  shine  upon  him.  Jo- 
nah and  Peter  gave  way  in  an  evil  hour  of  temptation,  and 
greatly  transgressed ;  they  were,  however,  on  their  sincere 
rqpentanoe,  restored;  the  one  to  his  prophetic,  and  the  other 
to  Us  apostolic  office  in  the  church  of  God;  and  were  made 
great  blessings  to  ma<lkind.  So  it  is  hoped  that  when  you 
also  are  converted,  you  will  strengdien  your  brethren.  That 
reeeiving  such  aastonishing  proo6  of  his  tender  mercy  and 
compassion,  you  may  be  deeply  humbled  before  him  all  yotir 
days,  and  shew  that  mercy  to  all  around  you  which  has  been 
so  eminently  displayed  on  the  part  of  indulgent  heaven  to 
yon.  Remember  your  weakness,  and  confid^  in  Christ 
as  your  only  helper.  'Set  him  before  you  daily  as  the  pro- 
per objeet  of  your  fiuth,  for  pardon,  spiritual,  and  eternal  life ; 
and,  that  you  may  never  more  give  ^  place  to  the  devil,'- 
strive  to  yield  up  yourself  and  your  all  to  God,  according  to 
his  will ;  that  is,  aim  at  being  entirely  sanctified,  and  then 
when  that  fldness  of  the  Spirit  is  imparted  to  you,  you  will 
be  enabled  to  say,  ^^  The  prince  of  this  world  cometb,  ciad 
hath  nothing  in  me."  To  assist  you  in  this  matter,  and  also 
those  who  taste  timt  the  Lord  is  gracious,  to  be  thus  holy,  I 
shall  endeavour  to -present  you  with  some  observations  up* 
on  it. 
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CHAP.  IV/ 

Ml  •JJfCTUMOATHHr. 

neeesitty. 


S A  NOTIFICATION. 

The  great  love  ef  <Qod  in  calling  us  firooi  this  present  e? 3 
ivorld  *^  to  the  fellowship  of  liis  Son  Jesn^  Christ,"  4kmaiids 
the  moat  Uvelj  gratitude,  since  it  not  onlj  ilissolvje^,  the 
charm  which  binds  us  to  sensible  objectB^vand  their  nfisub- 
ftft^*^^  jileasuFes,  but  sares  ns  firoai  the  servica  of  unri|^e- 
oosnesa,  and  all  its  drain  of  punishments ;  from  the  stii;^  of 
inemorse^  the  upbraidings  of  consctencsi.  and  the  dread* 
iiil  horrors  t>f  endless  perdition.  This  love  justly  deniiaids 
jour  constant  inraise  and  admiration ;  and  had  we  a  fhanwnfl 
tongues^  thty  oqght  to  be  ei^ployed  in  jpreadii^  the  honour 
of  his  Uessed  name.  This  union  with  Jiifn  pcoduces  ihat 
good  whichy  as  the  world  possesaes  it  not^it  can  Oi^ver  be- 
stow on  its  votaries;  a  good  that  is  sfsiUiblc  and  tatitfatiar^ 
to  our  immortal  nature,  and  which  suppprtaand  traoquiUizes 
the  mind  amidst  all  the  difficulties  a«d  storms  of  life.  Ob, 
>the  foUj  and  ingratitude  of  sinful.men,  in  slighting  so  rich  a 
H&voiir,  and  substituting  in  its  place  a  frien^^P  *^  A<^ 
jieraoas  and  things  which  aie.  but  for  a  moment,  and  leaM 
the  soul  at  last  in  misery  and  ruia !  Such,  theref<Mre,  as  en- 
jojf  this  inestimable  benefit,  and  are  saved  from  such  repre^ 
hensible  insensibility,  should  prize  it  highly,  and  beware 
not  to  ^^  fall  from  their  steadfiistness,"  but  aim  to  grow  in 
grace  and  spiritual  wisdom;  minding  continually  the  ^^oae 
thing  needful,^'  and  pressing  forward  to  lay  hold  of  all  that 
for  which  they  ^^  have  been  apprehended  of  Christ  Jesus.'' 

As  these  that  now  possess  the  Divine  fiivour,  and  r^oice 
in  his  salvation,  prove  that  the  service  of  their  Lcnrd  is  ^^  per- 
fpci  freedom;*'  as  they  are  now  possessed  of  real 
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vnd  kf  peneyeriag  in  hk  holjr'  wp^,  wiU  increase  tliereiiry 

till  tbey  ate  brouglit  to  enjoj  ii  mofe  perfectlj  in  die 

nelns  ef  glory;  as  dwjr  are  now  famught  out  of  dbrkneae 

into  mavTeUeua  hf^  and  prove  hov  mack  better  the  aer* 

Tiee  of  hofiMBS  is  than  tbat  of  sia^  th^j  sfiould  rcneBiber 

the  apOBtx^c  adTice^  ^  As  obedient  children,  not  ikshioning 

yosraelfea  aceerdiag  to  the  fonner  deairee  in  jonr  igno^ 

raoce;  but  aa  be  that  hath  called  jou  ie  holt,  so  be  ye 

Hoi*T  in  off  immwr  ef  tomersatknt:^^  and  that  of  another 

f  nspired  writer  abo,  who  speaks  niueh  in  the  same  way,  ^^  I 

beaeech  yon,  brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  ye  pre* 

sent  yonr  bodies  « liviag  sacrifice^  rolt  and  acceptable  un* 

to  God,  which  is  your  reaaoDable  service :  And  be  not  c€M»* 

fonnedtothisitorld;  but  be  ye  transformed,  by  the  renew* 

ing  of  yonr  mind,  that  ye  may  prove  what  is  that  good,  and 

noeeptable^  and  perfect  will  of  God :"  and  th^  wUl  see  more 

perfeetfy  than  erer  that  the  will  of  (Sod  is  their  complete 

and  eternal  salvation.    Sudi  words  as  these  shew  beyond  all 

eoutradiction,  that  the  whirfe  life  of  a  real  christian  should 

be  a  lilfe  of  holtneaB,  or  sanctificntion,  without  which  his  ser^ 

vic0B  are  unacoeplable  to  God,  and  himself  unprepared  for 

his  Bedeemer^s  presence,  lind  his  glorious  reward. 

.    God,  who  is  ^  glorious  in  holiness,"  will  be  served  in  the 

^^  beauty  of  holiness,''  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 

thnt  this  snbfeet  be  well  undentood,  that  we  may  *<  serve 

Mm  acceptably,  with  leverenoe  and  godly  fear."    If  we  are 

purehaaed  by*  the  predons  blood  of  Christ;  if  he  died  for  us^ 

that  we  nnght  live  to  him,  then,  as  being  no  longer  our  own, 

we  should  glorify  him  in  our  bodies  and  spirits  which  are 

his;  and  all  our  abilities,  natural  and  acquired,  with  all  our 

diversified  talents,  dmuld  be  fteelj  and  fully  employed  in 

hia  holy  and  reasonable  service.    It  surely  is  not  sufficient 

to  hear  or  read  of  thn  entire  devotedness  to  God,  and  go  no 

farther;  Ae  knowledge  of  a  doty  and  the  performance  of  it 

being  widely  difiereitt«    It  is  indeed  very  desirable  to  hare 

the  ^^  myatetj  of  godliness"  explained  to  us  and  enforced^ 

with  all  the  promised  ^<  fulness  ofGod;"  and  we  ought  to 
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regard  it  as  a  great  finrour^  HaH  tbe  light  aad  glorjr  6[  the 
Lord  are  come,  aod  are-  thus  risen  upon  ui,  that  we  may 
arise  under  the  influenee  of  his  healing  rays,  and  skme^  re- 
fleeting  his  glory  in  this  benighted  world,  Isa.  Iz.  L 

This  is,  doubtless,  the  privilege  of  bdievers  under  the  new 
covenant ;  for  though  tte  "  law  made  nothing  perfect,  the 
bringing  in  of  a  better  hope  did."    We  have  in  Christ  t 
better  Mediator;  a  better  High  Priest;  a  better  sacrifice; 
better  ordinances;  a  bettar  law,  that  is,  one  more  suitaUe 
for  us;  better  promises,  greater  helps,  and  brighter  pros- 
pects; and  on  these  accounts,  the  gospel  is  called  a  '^  great 
salvation,"  as  bringing  a  greater  and  more  glorious  deUrer- 
ance  than  the  Jewish  covenant  could  produce.    '^  The  bir 
was  given  by  Moses,  but  qracb  and  tsutit  came  by  Jesus 
Christ,"  and  it  is  from  his  fulness  we  are  entitled  to  receirep 
who.  believe  in  him,  and  ^<  grace  for  grace.*'    To  instance 
only  in  one  thing,  the  gift  of  the  Spirit.-   ^  Jesus  stood  and 
cried,  If  any  man  thirst,  let  him  come  unto  me  aad  drink. 
He  that  believeth  cm  me,  as  the  scrqitura  hath  said,  oot  of 
his  belly  shall  fIjOW  rivbus  of  Liviiro  watbb:"  wfaicbis 
afterwards  explained  of  the  pouring  forth  of  the  Spirit  oa 
the  day  of  Pentecost,  not  only  of  his  miraculous  powers,  hot 
of  his  ordinary  influences,  which,  in  the  very  nature  of  thingSi 
were  always  intended  to  be  more  extensively  imparted  tM 
the  others,  especially  jas  the  reception  and  estahUBhoient  of 
Christianity  in  the  world  would  less  require  them,  or  not  at 
3II.    Now  certainly  a  larger  measure  of  the  Spirit  being 
given,  a  more  perfi^ct  obedience  will  be  required,  and  ss  tbb 
is  the  case  with  the  chiirch  in  general,  so  it  is  of  eadi  indi- 
vidual of  whicb  the  true  church  is  composed;  that  is,  be  ex- 
pects  that  we  should  be  conformed  to  his  will  in  proportion 
to  the  means  with  which  we  are  fiivoured.    Since  then  tbe 
end  of  our.bein^is  to  glorify  God,  (for  he  never  created  us 
to  dishonour  him)  and  we  are  enidiled  to  do  this  in  profx^' 
tion  as  we  receive  of  the  unction  from  the  Holy  One,  im  ^^ 
plainly,  by  the  provision  he  has  made  for  it,  that  he  will?  ^ 
to  be  entirely  holy,  ^^  Be  ye  holt>  for  I  am  holt.'* 
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Frwa  hence  wei)eem  t|iet  gpeni^fttive  ncrtioM  concernr 
log  the  purificaAioii  ^f  our  nature  ere  qf  no  ^emce^  bu^ 
BO  fiu*  as  they  may  Jea4  to  an  expevinenta}  affqwaintMce 
Mr ith  Divine  tratb>  and  gepi|ine  practical  godlii^as,  It  js 
acknowledged  that  maaj  have  taken  up  this  highly  interest- 
ing  sol^ect,  yet  we  need  not  conclude  that  it  is  exhausted* 
Indeed,  some  of  the  best  treatises  on  christian  holiness  have 
appeared  so  mneb  in  a  controversial  fi>nn,  that  my  one  that 
enters  into  the  true  spirit  of  this  subject,  either  as  a  writer 
cur  a  reader,  may  like  it  none  the  wwae  to  present  Of  have 
it  presented  in  a  somewhat  different  dreipflL  Qowever,  if  I  can 
cast  one  cay  of  additional  light  upon  it,  for  .the  instivuction^ 
edification^  and  comfort  of  those  who  veceiv^  the  doctrine^ 
and  are  df»iroqs  of  *^  growing  up  iptp  Christ  their  living 
head  in  all  things ;"  or  assist  any  who  love  Crod  with  all 
their  hearts,  to  ^^  bold  6s^  that  no  mi»  tahe.tbeir  crewn>"  I 
shall  he  thaiddiil,  and  rejoice  that  anj  ajre  profited  by  my 
advice  and  labours. 

This  state  of  grace,  under  the  gpospel,  is  set.forfli  to  us  un- 
der several  terms,  oir  names;,  seme  more  deariy  expressed, 
end  others  imjplied*  ).t  is  called  perfect  love^  or  Ae  fulfill* 
i^ig  of  the  <^  first  and  great  commandment,"  implying  the 
pmre  love  of  God,  and  the. fervent  love,  of  man*  ^*  Thow 
Shalt  ipve  liie  Lord  thy  God  with  M  thy  heart,  and  with  off 
thjr  soul,  and  with  all  tby  mii|d;  and  the.  second  is  like  un«* 
to  it,  .Thou  shalt  Umt^  thy  iieigbbour  as  thyself,"  Matt» 
zxii.  37.  St.  Jpbn  sweetly  dwells  on  this  auhjoot  in  hili  IBrsft 
epistle,  chap.  iv«  16:  /<  Ged  is  love;  (said  he)  and  he  thai 
dwelleth  ifi  love  djivelleth  in  God,  and  God  in  him.  Here^ 
in  is  ouf  love  made  perfect,  that  we  may  have  boldness  in 
the  day  of  judgment;  because  ^  he  is,  se  axe  wn  ix  this 
woai'P*"  i^nd  be  speaks  of  it  as  an  express  command  finont 
God,  tbat^'he  wholovetb.him,  should  love  Us  brodisr  also," 
yer.  SI ;  which  love  is  beautifully  ^ilai)|ed.  upon,  (or  rather 
the  person  living  under  ita  influence  described)  by  Bt.  Paul, 
ICor.xiii:  ^^GhwiysiffferHhUrngtrndiskiHilly*  Whatever ilU 
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treatment  it  meets  with  from  any  man,  it  may  feel^  but.doen 
not  retaliate ;  and  continues  to  shew  its  benign  nature  by 
continued  acts  of  sincere  affection  to  bll.  It  tndeth  not; 
being  of  heav'enly  origin,  its  thoughts  are  fixed  on  heaven; 
there  is  its  treasure  and  home ;  and  being  content  with  that 
portion,  it  covets  no  man*s  goods,  and  takes  pleasure  in  no 
man's  misfortunes.  If  slighted,  it  is  not  discouraged;  and 
if  flattered,  not  lifted  up;  it  sorrows,  if  others  are  grieved  at 
its  prosperity,  and  it  fervently  wishes  and  seeks  the  happi- 
ness of  all.  It  vauntdh  not  itself ^  is  not  puffed  up:  it  neither 
pretends  to  false  gifts^  nor  inconsiderately  and  injudiciouslj 
boasts  of  those  that  are  real:  it  never  despises  others,  nor  is 
filled  with  vain  conceits  of  its  own  abilities  or  performances. 
Doth  not  behave  itself  unseemfy;  avoids  affectation,  is  cour- 
teous without  parade,  aims  to  please  without  hypocrisy,  and 
to  be  plain  without  rudeness  and  vulgarity;  it  pays  due  re- 
spect to  superiors,  is  affable  and  obliging  to  its  equals,  and 
kindly  condescends  to  its  inferiors.  Seeketh  not  her  own;  is 
not  so  inordinately  selfish  as  not  to  desire  earnestly  the  pros- 
perity and  salvation  of  others.  Is  not  easily  provoked)  not 
displeased  at  trifles,  not  irritable;  or  if  displeased,  never 
malicious.  Thinkethno  evil;  is  not  suspicious,  does  not  pnt 
wrong  constructions  on  things,  never  meditates  revenge. 
Rejoketh  not  in  iniqmty;  takes  no  pleasure  in  the  recollec- 
tion, commission,  or  eccentricities  of  it;  but  rather  mourns 
and  weeps  at  its  progress  and  fatal  consequences.  Bvt  re- 
joiceth  in  the  truth;  is  delighted  with  its  nature,  effects,  and 
increase,  as  an  universal  blessing  to  the  human  race.  Bfi^r- 
ethj  hopethy  believeth^  endureth  all  things;  makes  great  allow- 
ances for  the  ignorance,  prejudices,  and  weaknesses  of  men; 
puts  the  best  construction  on  their  designs  and  actions;  wil' 
lingly  credits  whatever  is  favourable  or  excellent  in  their 
characters,  and  patiently  endures  in  the  same  spirit  of  bene- 
volence all  their  illiberality,  disrespect  and  unkindness, 
without  retaliation.  Charity  (or  love)  never  faileth;  it  accom- 
panies the  believing  soul  tbirough  all  the  varying  scenes  of 
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diis  mortal  Ufe^  and  prepares  and  adams  it  for  tbat  more 
perfect  state,  where  the  God  of  love  will  crown  it  with  his 
blessing  for  evermore. 

It  is  called  ^'  perfecting  holtness  in  the  fear  of  God.*' 
Holiness  is  one  of  the  infinite  perfections  of  the  Godhead, 
being  one  of  his  qssential  attributes,  neither  admitting  of  di- 
minotion  nor  increase.  But  the  holiness  of  the  creature  is 
wholly  derived  from  him,  and  without  his  grace  can  have  no 
existeuce.  It  maj  therefore  be  termed  the  image  of  God  in 
man,  or  a  state  of  rectitude^  in  which  the  soul  is  enabled 
to  live  in  conformity  to  the  Divine  purity,  in  a  detestation 
of  all  moral  evil,  and  in  the  love  and  practice  of  every  thing 
acceptable  in  his  i(ight,  being  of  universal  obligation.  ^^  Be 
ye  holy  in  aU  $na$mer  of  conversation." 

It  is  termed  the  ^^  new  num^^  and  said  to  be  <^  after  God^ 
created  in  righteousness  and  true  holiness,"  and  the  *'  new 
creaiure^'*  concerning  which  it  is  observed  that  old  things 
are  passed  away,,  and  all  things  are  become  new :"  the  soul 
being  saved  from  all  its  defilement  by  <<  the  washing  of  re- 
generation and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost,"  and  all 
its  actions  nmde  to  flow  from  scriptural  principles. 

It  is  being  ^^  sated  to  the  tOtermost^^  from  aU  the  <^  works 
of  the  devil,"  from  evil  propensities,  from  this  ^<  present 
evil  world,"  from  bearing  the  image  of  the  earthly  to  bear 
the  image  of  the  heavenly  Adaip,  and  to  have  the  mind, 
the  pure  mind  that  was  in  him,  and  to  ^^  walk  eyen  as  he 
walked." 

It  Lb  termed  being  ^^  sanct^ed  whoUy^^*  or  entire  aanctifi-  . 
cation,  because  it  implies  the  entire  dedication  of  our  per- 
son, spirit,  sold  and  body,  to  the  Lord ;  being  redeemed  from 
all  iniquity,  and  living  ia  the  ccmstant  exercise  of  all  chns- 
tian  graces,  and  in  the  practice  of  all  christian  duties,  to  his 
honour  ond  glory. 

'  To  bring  the  whole  into  as  short  a  compass  as  possible, 
we  may  call  sanctification  the  pur^cation  ofgur  nature  from 
M  unrigbteousfiessy  hjf  the  IMjf  Spirit^  its  renewal  after  t^e 


Dkhe  imagi  in  rigkMmmm  mlkribte$9^  mi  Hi  mMtt  dedi* 
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It  is  hoped  that  this  will  prove  suSeientljr  clMr^md  sa^ 
iiefcctory,  to  Uam6  especially  who  fed  their  need  of  bein/^ 
ptyrified  ttom  all  sii^l  defilennents,  and  who  tfre  desifoiis  oJT 
being  fully  detoted  to  the  aertiee  bt  God.  It  k  do  saiall 
laerey  to  have  right  tiewa  of  thls' blessed  state,  net  only  ad 
it  is  a  gloriotts  pritilege  for  believers  to  pMseas,  a  da^  to 
be  perfemred,  or  a  slate  of  gmce  for  them  to  exj^^^noe  t 
but  beeaiise  so  niaoy  Injudiciously  set  theaii^lves  egaiast  it 
as  itnpossible,  or  content  thenselTes  with  a  tnneh  lower  ds« 
gree  of  grate  than  thig  statd  implies.  I  shall^  howet^r,  at^ 
leai^t  to'  desdrflbe  the  traees  of  remainhig  evil  in  those  irbo 
are  brought  near  to  Cod,  through  the  "  blood  of  tbife  ever* 
lastiing  Coiredant,*'  or  that  conflict  b^tireen  nature  and 
grUee,  wlndi  helierers  in  general  fl»l ;  and  hope  thit  thitf 
will  have  a  pendency  to  inspire  them  with  greater  resolit- 
lion  not  to  stop  shMt  of  a  fhll  deliverance. 

THE  NECESSITY  OF  SANCTIFICATION. 

1.  From  tenmbtUig  etH.-^-Thti  evil  of  oar  nature  bfstiches 
Itself  out  so  widely,  that  it  would  he  ektreniely  diltealt  to 
follow  it  through  aU  its  windings :  but  befoi^  1  enter 
upon  this  subject)  it  may  not  be  improper  to  ci^  to  our 
remombrance  oar  atate  when  akidc^  its  full  pmr«r  asd 
dominion  4 

In  our  carnal  and  unconverted  state,  sin  ruled  over  vi 
with  absolute  atv^y,  and  we  wem  then  ccnme^Mntly  free 
flpom  evangelical  righteousmegs,  rendering  ^*o«ir  nettbers 
instruments  of  tmrighteonsness  unto  iniquity*" 

When  the  Lerd  in  mercy  to  onr  souls  convinced  us  ef 
sin,  ftnd  it  Appeared  <<  exceeding  sinful"-— when  Mr  tetf^ 
were  humbled  and  broken  before  him  from  tW  vIeWs  we 
had'  of  onr  ingtatitilde  and  minierbuB  oftnees-^wlieo 
through  faith  in  the  blood  of  Christ,  tts  our  greftt  atone* 
ment,  we  were  delivered  iiom  the  bonds  of  corruption^  ^^ 


lketiit0rW#  jpyiiifilimettt«^<^iMhen,  hating  retioilnted  its  aii^ 
tb^rify,  tre  reknained  tibloliger  nndi^r  tlie  la#ofsin,  Weyf^ld- 
^  oorselres  up  to*  God  ^  ihose  who  were  ali^e  from  \h6 
dead^  and  oar  ^^mdtiib&rs  as  ihsttumetits  of  righteousness 
tinto  holiaess  ;'^  We  tten  ejtperi^e^d  a  ttiAhrellotts  changel 
Tte  heaTeiily  sweetness  wMth  filled  our   iniilds  caused 
us  tb  rejdice  with  jojf  utispeakable,  abd  t6  pour  (birth  the 
ttlc^t  heart-Kit  gratitude  to  our  Redeemer. 
•  llt^iile  this  eotltitttied^while  out*  hearts   kept  soaring 
above,  aud  thd  LoiM  who  knew  otii-  weakness  and  inexpe* 
riclnce,  kept  us  fteft  f¥Om  the  ti6leta<^e  of  temptation— wbUe 
like  a  tender  shepherd,  he  gathered  ns  in  his  arms,  and  car- 
ried ns  hi  hii^  bOBoiti,  we  did  not  perdelve  the  remains  at 
4orrupt  nktnre.    AfterWitM^,  wh^n  We  entered  int6  various 
conflicts^  trials-,  and  dlActihieb,  Which  damped  our  joy,  we 
then  began  to  feel  tMt  the  lifb  and  love  we  had  received 
Wete  eomparatively  small,  ttnd  soibetlmes  proved  perhaps 
that  Aejr  were  insufficient,  so  pow^fal  were  our  tempta- 
tions, and  so  strong  the  riring  of  evil  in  our  hearts.    And 
may  it  not  be  added,  at  least  with  regard  to  some,  that  we 
have,  bf  giving  Way  to  some   tknejtpected  temptations, 
grieved  tiie  Holy  Spirit,  ihat  we  have  been  constrained 
with  sorrow  of  mhdd  to  bewail  onr  weakness  and  Instability, 
and  earnestly  entreat  him  that  he  might  not  depart  from 
lis* 

'  Such  is  fSr^qnently  the  state  of  believers,  till  they  become 
inore  established  in  the  grace  of  Ood.  I  dare  not  say  it  is 
go  With  all,  though  doubtless  all  are  exercised  with  terap- 
tMions  more  or  less ;  for  some  appear  to  receive  such  a  bap-  * 
tfem  on  their  entering  into  spiritual  liberty,  that  It  may  be 
aliid  of  them,  as  of  some  of  the  primitive  followers  of  the 
liaml^,  that  they  were  ^filled  witb  fiiith,  and  the  tloly 
Ghost  ^**  and  have  not  from  that  time  felt  those  inward 
conflicts  of  which  so  many  complain.  Another  reason  in- 
deed may  be  given  for  this  difference  among  the  children  of 
God.  If  any  who  are  made  partakers  of  his  salvation  give 
vcp  th^ir  confidence  in  him  in  tlie  hour  of  temptation,  and 
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thus  bring  them^elFes  into  dftifaiets  and  troahle  of  miadi 
>vhile  others  at  such  seasons  hold  fast  their's,  this  easilj  ac- 
counts whj  one  maj  differ  from  another.    It  is  by  frith  we 
stand ;  if  we  therefore  give  up  believing^  we  cannot  bn^t  fidl 
more  or  le^,  as  we  giro  our  adversaries  the  advantage.  No 
just  cause  can  b^  assigned  whj  a. believer  should  be  bronght 
into  darkness,  except  he  give  way  to  temptatioui  or  view 
the  mercy  of  God  and  the  merits  pf  Christ  through  a  wrong 
medium  ;  for  Jesus  has  ^d,  ^^  He  t)iat  followeth  me  shall 
not  abide  m  darkness,  but  shall.have  tbp  light  of  life ;"  bat 
if  a  man  begins  to  give  way  to  any  one  evil>  he  knows  not 
how  many  may  spring  from  it ;  and  this  is  perhaps  the  chief 
cause  why  some  go  on  comfortably  in  the  way  of  righ* 
teousness  for  months  or  years^  while  others  are  bringing 
their  minds  into  frequent  distress ;  the  former  live  by  fiuuth, 
and  the  latter  sink  fay  unbelief.    However,  if  any.on^  hsB 
thus  been  beguiled ;  or  supposing  the  cause  cannot  be  par* 
ticularly  assigned  for  these  internal  conflicts,  we  must  take 
great  care  never  to  lose  sight. of  a  crudfied  Saviour,  who  is 
ever  ready  to  receive,  forgive,  and  comfort  those  who  peni- 
tently confess  their  sins  and  believe  in  him.    All  which 
goodness  ought  to  endear  him  more  to  us,  and  lead  us  to 
arm  ourselves  with  greater  resolution  to  oppose  all  that 
offends  him. 

The  love  he  bears  to  his  sincere  followers  is  great  indeed; 
but,  as  he  wills  their  complete  salvation,  unless  they  look  to 
him  for  a  deeper  work  of  grace  in  their  souls,  they  will  be 
liable  to  be  tossed  about  in  the  same  way.  While  any  prin* 
ciple  contrary  to  holiness  remains  in  their  hearts,  it  affordi 
a  handle  to  the  powers  of  darkness,  and  they  will  not  fail  to 
lay  hold  of  it,  that  they  may  destroy  their  peace,  and  pre* 
vent  them  from  glorifying  the  God  of  their  merci^i*  Now, 
for  their  information  in  this  matter,  and  that  they  may  see 
the  necessity  of  having  this  leprosy  of  their  souls  removed, 
I  wiircndeavour  to  describe  some  of  those  things  which  ^ 
passing  in  their  minds,  not  to  discourage,  but  as  a  means  of 
humbling  them^  and  bringing  them  nearer  to  God.    A  faith* 
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fill  representation  of  these  thoughts  and  feelings  may  be  at* 
tended  with  real  advantage,  if  it  prore  only  an  intimation 
that  their  case  is  not  singular,  and  that  such  may  be  the 
state  of  those  that  have  the  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes, 
and  a  measure  of  his  grace  in  their  hearts.  I  shall  put  these 
things  to  the  believer  in  the  form .  of  questions,  or  heads 
of  self-examination. 

I  would  then  ask,  if  you  have  not  sometimes  found  that 
PRIDE  has  had  too  much  place  in  your  heart?  Have  you 
not  sometimes  been  ready  to  think  yourself  possessed  of 
more  religion  than  you  really  had ;  and  have  you  not  been 
in  danger  of  thinking  more  highly  of  yourself  on  account  of 
this  your  piety,  and  of  undervaluing  others,  to  the  feeding  of 
your  own  vanity?  Have  you  not  been  hurt  exceedingly  if 
some  have  been  wanting  in  respect  to  you,  or  have  spoken 
things  to  your  apparent 'disadvantage?  Have  you  not  se- 
cretly  applauded  yourself  for  your  performances?  Have 
you  not  taken  more  pleasure  in  those  who  applauded  and 
flattered  you,  than  in  those  who  have  even  justly  and  loving- 
ly reproved  you  ?  Have  you  not  hearkened  io  what  has 
been  spoken  to  your  praise  with  too  great  eagerness  and  sa- 
tisfaction? Have  you, not  often  set  too  great  a  value  upon 
your  person,  gifts,  and  abilities?  Can  you  enumerate  the 
vain  thoughts  which  have  lodged  within  you?  Have  you 
not  in  many  things  (and  those  of  no  great  moment)  been  too 
stiff  and  opinionated?  Have  you  not  gloried  too  much  in 
your  friends,  relations,  and  possessions?  Have  you  not  oc- 
casionally made  too  splendid  a  show  of  your  natural,  spiri« 
tUft],  and  intellectual  riches  or  gifts  ?  Has  not  finer,  or  bet- 
ter apparel,  made  you  look  for  more  respect  from  others,  or 
think  much  more  highly  of  yourself?  Has  not  this  subtle 
pride  mixed  itself  with  your  secret  thoughts;  yoiu*  conver- 
sations with  your  friends;  and  even  your  devotional  excr« 
cises?  To  follow  tfiis  evil  through  all  its  aspirings,  boast* 
ingsy  inventions,  conceits,  arrogance,  and  scomfulness,  would 
be  difficult  indeed.  How  true  then  is  that  saying,  ^^  A  man's 
pride  shall  bring  him  lowt*'  for  so  long  as  the  heart  is  not 
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purified  firom  tiiis^vil,  it  eanpot  be  advanced  high  in  theea- 
tindation  of  Heaven.  Has  not  tbia  been  too  ofteft  ypqr  case? 
And  baa  it  not  been  matter  of  surprise  that  jlou-  wbo  felt 
yourself  so  deeply  indebted  to  Divine  grace,  should  er^r  ob- 
serve such  propensities  to  vanity,  self-applause,  or.  baaghti- 
ness? 

{lave  you  not  fell  also  much  of  the  workings  of  uhbblibf? 
After  the  clearest  and  most  delightful  discoveries  of  your 
Redeemer's  love,  have  you  not  been  ready  to  question  it? 
'Would  liot  soiaetbing  in  your  hearts,  if  sqbmitted  to,  cause 
you  to  discredit  many  of  the  revealed  truths  of  God  2  Bate 
you  not  been  too  apt  to  distrust  others,  plaaiqg  less  confi- 
dence in  them  than  you  ought;  though  you  had  not  the  least 
reason  for  so  doing  i  Are  you  not  sometimes  ii^cliaed  to 
doubt  the  care  of  Divide  providence,  and  that  you  will  one 
day  be  tbrgotten  of  God  i  Have  you  not  sifSecedtl^e  rea* 
sonings  of  evil  men  secretly  to  undernjin^  your  fiiitb?  Have 
you  not  given  place  to  doubt  and  fear  from  no  other  cause 
than  your  unbelieving  reasonings  ?  Have  not  your  pni/ers 
been  without  faith?  At  least,. h&ve  yoq  not  offered  up  peti- 
tions without  expecting  an  answer?  In  seasons  of  tempt^' 
tion,  coldness,  and  indifibrency,  have  you  not  been  mere  in* 
clined  to  derive  consolation  from: your  past  experience)  than 
look  to  the  Lord  as  a  present  help  ifl  trot^ble  ?  Have  jou 
not  sometimes  been  ready  to  question  the  Being  or  attributes 
of  God — the  truth  of  the  christian  dispensation — aad  the  t^ 
alit y  of  grace  ip  your  hearts  ?  Hav^  yoM  not  spnietimes  been 
more  refi4y  ^^  hear,  or  give  a^  evil  report  of  the  gped  lao^ 
and  to  turn  agfiin  to  spiritual  ^ypt,  than  to. go  ^rvard  to 
Canaan  t  lUave  you  not  somi^tjni^  been  so  mnd^  oi  J^^ 
guard,  that  when  y oi|  have  seen  ro^  in  thw*  pl^an^a  ^^ 
prosperity,  you  have  feU  as  though-  their  portion  VW>  ^^^ 
than  yoqr's  ? 

While  ynbelfff  lurks  thus  in  tl|e  he^rt>  will  it  apt  pro(iiH» 
a  mopt  plentilul  crop  of  doubUy  fiarSf  sMSporitionsi  sfup^^^* 
vnpri^Hable  r^fifonmgSy  fruiUest  spfi^kdum^^  and  W^  •"^ 
pefpkxing  thotfgJd^  till  tb/^  pr^ipiia  gnace  pf  Qf^i**^* 
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peace  and  joy  hav€  taken  their  flight,;  and 
th^  heart  is  filled  Midi  hardness^  the  tongue  with  cbmpUdn* 
inf^y  and  tlM»  life  with  unfruUfidneit.  Have  not  these  evils 
greatly  retarded  your  growth  in  grace,  seeing  unbelief  not 
onljr  tendft  to  hinder  the  progress  of  our  souls  in  holiness, 
but  gpreatly  dishonours  God,  impairs  the  soul's  health, 
and  prevents  the  Redeemer  finom  working  his  mighty  works 
among  us  1 

Afy  next  iaquity  is,  I>o  yo«i  not  sometimes  find  yonrself 
troubled  with  anger,  and  too  much  warmth  of  temper  ? 
We  should  shew  forth  our  works  in  all  that  meekness  which 
heavenly  wisdom  teaches ;  hut  have  not  your  looks  been  far 
too  severe;  and  have  not  your  words  been  more  sharp  and 
cutting  than  that  wisdomiJlows?  Have  you  not  hurt  yourself 
bj  peevishness — by  quarrelsome  disputations,  obstinate  de- 
bates, and  unkind  nefleetions  ?  Have  yon  not  sometimes  felt ' 
too  much  satisfiietion  in  paining  others  I  Have  you  not  at 
times  been  carried  away  by  resentment?  Has  there  not 
been  something  like  malice  in  your  heart  towards  those 
^vho  have  offended  or  deceived  you?  Have  not  little  things 
frequently  quite  discompoeed  you  ?  Has  there  not  sometimes 
been  scnnetbing  overbearing,  frbward,  and  vexatious  about 
you  ?  Has  not  the  iseat  and  piety  of  others  so  far  provoked 
you,  as^  to  4raw  unguarded  and  unwarrantable  expressions 
from  your  lips  ?  Have  you  not  too  warmly  insisted  upon  your 
right  in  frivolous  matters?  Have  you  not  sometimes  been 
guilty  of  an  unjustifiable  and  suUen  silence  towards  some 
tliat  have  intentionally  or  unintentionally  grieved  you  ?  On 
other  occasions,  have  yon  not  indulged  a  temper  so  vindic- 
tive, that  you  were  scarcely  to  be  spoken  with  ?  When  you 
Iiave  offended  others,  have  you  not  been  too  slow  to  seek 
forgi%'eness  ?  Have  you  not  been  guiHy  of  menacings  and 
tbreatenings,  when  a  milder  mode  would  have  been  better 
received,  and  attended  with  happier  effects? 

By  these  questiMs  I  do  not  suppose  that  you  are  guilty  of 
^vtKty  thing  here  brought  to  your  view,  yet  il  is  not  impossi- 
ble; bjit  my  intention  ia,  as  before  observed,  to  give  you  an 
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opportunity  for  self-ejcamination,  that  in  whatever  instances 
you  find  you  are  wrong,  you  may  see  the  necessity  of  hayini; 
more  help  from  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  a  larger  measure  of 
grace  communicated  to  you. 

This  warmth  of  temper  is  but  too  common,  and  is  very  in- 
consistent with   the  meekness  and  gentleness  of  Christ, 
Whatever  visits  we  receive  from  God — ^whatever  refreshiogs 
of  his  grace,  this  anger  destroys  their  blessed  effects,  and 
leaves  us  mourning  and  discouraged.    It  promotes  shyness^ 
impatience  of  contradiction^  painful  refections^  and  distraction  ^ 
of  mind.    And  should  you  remain  under  the  power  of  it, 
jou  will  grieve  the  Spirit  of  God,  exceedingly  lessen  your- 
self in  the  estimation  of  your  pious  friends  and  acquain- 
tances, destroy  your  own  peace,  and  thereby  render  your- 
self incapable  of  performing  all  the  good  you  might  wish 
to  do  or  wish  to  prove.    Is  not  this  too  true  an  account  of 
your  heart?   Has  it  not  hurt  both  yourself  and  others!  And 
should  you  not  pray,  Lord  help  me  to  put  it  entirely  awaj! 
Another  thing  which  I  suppose  has  given  you  trouble  is 
ENVY.    It  is  a  great  thing  to  see  others  honoured,  and  our- 
selves neglected,  and  not  be  hurt  by  it— to  see  others  pros- 
per, and  not  ourselves,  and  yet  rejoice  at  it — to  see  others 
well  circumstanced,  and  we  thankful  to  God  for  our  ovi^ 
situation.    But  have  you  not  been  pained  when  you  have 
seen  others  preferred  to  yourself,  especially  if  you  believ- 
ed they  were  not  much  better,  if  so  good  as  yourself?    Are 
you  never  pained  at  another^s  weliiire?    Have  you  not  en- 
vied the  wise  for  their  wisdom;  the  rich  for  their  riches;  ana 
sometimes  the  truly  spiritual  even  for  their  religion  ?    ^^^^ 
is  one  of  the  worst  of  evils,  and  should  have  no  place  in 
regenerate  souls.  .  It  is  exceedingly  opposed  to  the  very  g^' 
nius  and  spirit  of  the  gospel,  which  is  a  complete  system  or 
benevolence.    This  disposition  can  never  enter  the  abode  oi 
anp^els.    It  is  an  evil  that  must  be  completely  destroyed.  1^ 
you  think  I  speak  too  strongly  concerning  this,  consider  it 
was  envy  that  moved  Satan  to  tempt  the  first  happy  paif)  ^1 
which  means  all  the  human  race  were  involved  in  oae  com- 
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mon  destructioii — hj  this  Joseph  was  sold  as  a  slaTO— Daniel 
cast  to  the  lions — Jesus  given  over  to  the  Roman  gover- 
nor«  This  <^  bitter  eiivjr ,  (as  St.  James  terms  it)  springeth 
from  the  wisdom  that  is  earthly,  sensual,  devilish,''  &c.  From 
hence  arise  murmuringj  complmningy  discontent^  whisperingy 
evil  surmisingj  unthankfulness^  and  selfishness.  My  prayer 
is,  that  you  may  obtain  a  complete  deliverance  from  it,  and 
an  everlasting  aversion  to  it. 

'  Have  you  not  also  found  yourself  beset  with  Wobld- 
i.Y-MtNDEnKES8  ?  Have  you  not  sometimes  felt  yourself 
too  much  alive  to  pleasure  ?  Too  desirous  of  riches,  too 
eager  to  be  esteemed  by  worldly  men  ;  entering  too  much 
into  their  spirit,  maxims,  principles,  and  designs?  Too 
much  dread  of  losing  your  good  name,  character,  and  busi- 
ness for  the  cause  of  religion  ?  Too  great  a  dread  of  perse* 
cution  and  its  consequences  ?  Have  your  views  been  pure 
10  the  prosecution  of  business?  According  to  the  scriptures 
you  should  labour  for  the  supply  of  your  own  wants, 
the  maintenance  of  your  own  &mily,  the  necessitous 
poor,  and  the  support  of  religion  and  the  state.  Have 
you  not  entered  so  fully  into  business,  as  to  neglect 
prayer,  reading,  and  meditation  ?  Have  you  not  been  so 
expensive  in  dress,  furniture,  and  various  superfluities, 
as  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  being  a  scanty,  instead 
of  a  liberal  giver,  and  done  it  rather  grudgingly  than 
cheerfully.  Is  it  not  said,  <^  Be  not  deceived ;  God  is  not 
mocked ;  for  whatsoever  we  sow,  that  we  shall  also  reap :" 
and  have  you  not  sown  in  many  cases  to  the  flesh  where 
you  should  have  sown  to  the  Spirit  ?  Have  you  not  ne- 
glected, from  the  fear  of  man  or  some  other  cause,  to  deny 
yourself,  tiike  up  your  cross,  and  follow  the  Saviour? 
Has  not' inordinate  affection  prevailed  in  some  instances, 
avarice  in  otho^,  and  frequently  desires  inconsistent  with 
purity  ?  Have  yon  not  found  a  want  of  both  purity  of  in- 
tention and  purity  of  affection  on  many  occasions  ? 
Now  the  advice  given  by  the  apostle  is,  ^^  Love  not  the 
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world,  neiftiMr  the  tbings  of  the  wotU.    A«d  br  Mt  eM« 
Ibrmed  to  this  world." 

So  far  a$  joo  ue  aUve  to  tbese  thinf^Sy  you  an  pmqpor^ 
tiosallj  iMnderiag'  SQd  daatrojiBf  tlie  life  of  God  frM  yoiif 
80ttl;  and  deprinBg  joanelf  of  ntny  Mewingi^  F<ir 
these,  and  such  like  things^  so  distract  and  divert  the  inbd 
firom  God,  that  it  froqueatljr  beeovea  ooM  or  aeg^at 
about  vital  religion— exceedinglj  deficient  in  wtum  andaf* 
fectionate  praises-loses  the  spirit  of  pvajFer  and  wakb* 
fitlness — ^iills  into  lightnesa  and  triiiing--riB  carried  avsjr 
from  its  rest  and  oentre-^^-gets  shctrn  of  its  fitreagtIi--«Bd  m 
becoBiesa  moreeasyprejibr  the  lion  that  goeth  about  iseii- 
ing  wboBi  he  aaj  devoitr. 

The  Lord  maj  visit  jow  in  this  slate,  jet  theie  vifiitt  m 
likely  to  he  transioat ;  and  your  soul  wiU  adYanee  exceed^ 
ingly  little  in  the  way  to  heaven. 

Nothing  then  is  asore  evident^  if  it  is  required  of  II9  ta 
perfect  helineas  in  the  fear  of  Giod,  than  tlmt  it  is  impoiH* 
hie  fer  us  to  be  entirely  devoled  to  hion,  whiie  aeeh  thisp 
cleave  to  us ;  and  hence  you  see  the  necessity  of  oblltfiiiB;  a 
higher  salvation. 

If,  in  a  careful  examinadon,  it  appears  that  these  iotsrro* 
gatories  must  geaeraUy  be  answered  in  the  affinsalivey  tiiea 
it  points  out  the  necessity  of  looking  to  God,  that  he  rn^y  ^ 
fil  ia  such  the  ^^good  pleasure  of  his  goodness,  lUxd  th» 
work  of  fliith  with  power;'*  that  from  these  remaining  bapu* 
rities  you  may  be  entiieljr  sanctified,  and  be  preper^d  to 
stand  with  joy  in  Ub  i^erions  pteseace.  Nee  is  it  for  thi  i^ 
moval  of  these  evil  propensities  only  that  we  shoold  s^^k  to 
be  thus  holy ;.  for 

S«  Our  varioim  tomfliet^  requkrt  fY.**-*The  servnals  of  Ged 
are  in  a  world  abounding  with  ini^piily,  where  ^^  the  tot  of 
the'  flesh,  and  ihe  hist  of  the  eyes^  and  the  pride  of  ^' 
l>revail ;  where  God  is  foi^otten,  or  his  name  Uaspheai^  * 
where  real  r^giou  is  abbonred^  and  a  spurious  one  sai^* 
tut^d  in  its  place,  which  neither  changes  tiiq  heart  net  ^ 


fbrins  die  life ;  wkore  men  ^nrctMly  fiitl  darknttn  for  ligtej 
and  ligbt  for  darktoM ;  MtMr  for  nwe^t^  dnd  AWtet  for  bi4« 
ter:  where  bmioar  taket  tt«  plu^d  of  the  fear  of  God} 
where  ran  is  aotoioiM^d,  becauM  loved,  nnd^  fhmi  the  fte* 
quenej  of  id  eoimnmioil,  tMeeg,  in  the  estiimiiiMi  of  its  ad« 
▼ocates,  to  be  an  eril ;  whero  forbidden  pleasure  is  substi^ 
tated  fbr  diviae  joy,  alsd  lawless  Ioto,  in  a  thousand  instant 
ces^  is  preforred  to  honouraUe  wedlock ;  where  the  gnilty 
night  is  spent  in  gaming'^  feasting,  revelliag,  and  jorial 
aongs ;  while  Ood  and  the  operations  of  his  hand  are  disre« 
gsrded,  and  the  day,  in  too  many  instance,  full  of  fraad 
and  deceit,  till  it  becomes  as  evil  as  the  night.  This  is  ^ 
very  sho^^  and  imp^rfeet  representation  of  it^  yet,  such  as  it 
is,  what  need  of  having  the  heart  established  with  the  grace 
of  Ood^  and  purified  fh>ni  all  its  evUs$  that  it  may  withstand 
all  its  alluretnentS)  condemn  and  avoid  its  sinftil  practices^ 
and,  amidstan  itsiltlianci  potlntion,  walk  in  white  to  theglory 
and  praise  of  Ood.  I'h6  more  sin  abounds,  the  more  pre* 
cioua  in  his  sight  are  those  who  are  wholly  consecrated  ta 
bis  service. 

They  are  exposed  io  numerous  temptatiwa  from  Satan* 
His  devices  to  destroy  the  precious  soul  are  ma^y.  He 
vrho  strove  insidiously  to  overcome  the  Master,  will  cer- 
tainly aim  in  the  same  way  to  overcome  his  servants.  No 
atate  in  life,  no  ofllces  in  the  church,  no  talents  entrusted  to 
our  care,  and  no  fovoura  we  enjoy,  can  exempt  us*  We 
ehall  in  sill  probability,  like  our  Lord,  be  tempted  to  ques- 
tion the  oare,  love,  and  wisdom  of  our  heavenly  Father ;  to 
be  self-willed,  or  to  act  in  opposition  to  his  providential 
dispensations,  to  be  presumptuous,  ambitious,  and  idola- 
trous, or  lovers  of  the  vanities  of  the  world.  He  mav  be 
permitted  in  various  ways  to  sift  ns ;  and  to  stand  up  to  op- 
pose us  in  our  best  designs,  and  come  against  us  in  both  his 
deceitful  and  terrific  forms.  Hence  we  see  the  necessity  of 
having  onr  souls  truly  holy,  that  nothing  may  remain  in 
our  hearts  to  give  our  spiritual  adversaries  any  cause  of  tri- 
umph over  lis.    The  holier  we  are,  the  more  shall  we  resist 
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aU  their  deceit  and  craftiness  ;  and  the  more  we  resist,  the 
more  will  they  fly,  and  the  more  will  it  please  God,  finallj 
to  beat  down  them  and  their  infernal  head  under  onr  feet. 

We  may  perhaps  be  placed  among  those  that  bring  a  tc-* 
proaoh  upon  religion;  that  is,  among  lukewarm  professors, 
&lse  brethren,  backsliders,  and  apoatates;  and  among  those 
who  would  have  them^lves  thought  in  possession  of  eran- 
gelical  truth,  and  y^t  despise  this  salvation,  and  those  who 
profess .to'belicve  it,  and  yet  live  without  it.     These  bring  an 
evil  report  upon  the  good  land,  and  weaken  the  hands  of  the 
simple  and  sincere;  and,  if  hearkened  to,  would  soon,  put  an 
end  to  self-denial  and  watchfulness;  and  not  only  prevent 
the  full  surrender  of  the  heart  to  God,  but  soon  turn  us 
aside,  and  cause  us  to  cry  out,  ^^  Oh  my  leanness,  my  lean* 
ness!  the  treacherous  dealers  hare  dealt  very  treacherously." 
Now,  to  prevent  this,  let  us  aim  in  obedience  to  wait  upcui 
God,  till  he  shall  have  ^^circumcised  our  hearts,"  and  enabled 
us  to  love  him  witli  all  our  hearts.     1  would  say  to  eveiy. 
believer  of  this  truth,  and  who  expects  Uius  to  see  the  good- 
ness of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living,  as  David  said  to 
Solomon,  ^'  Arise  and  be  doing,  and  the  Lord  be  with  thee." 
We  are  in  danger  of  being  drawn.aside  both  from  within 
and  without.    Our  imaginations,  without  a  sufficient  degree 
of  grace  to  correct  them,  may  prove  to  us  like  Exekiel^s 
chamber  of  imagery,  chap.  viii.  12;  when,  while  we  should 
be  worshipping  and  serving  Giod,  we  shall  be  pourtraying* 
upon  the  wails,  beasts,  creeping  things,  and  idols.    Many 
are  carried  away  by  vain  thoughts,  wishes,  and  desires, 
which  prove  very  injurious  to  them.    Our  natural  slothful- 
ness  should  be  overcome.     The  idle  soul  shall  suffer  hunger; 
we  ought,  therefore,  daily  to  remember  that  this  is  not  oor 
rest,  and  to  use  all  diligence,  that  we  may  make  our  calling 
and  election  sure ;  and  be  able  to  say  with  St.  Paul,  <^  This 
one  thing  I  do,  forgetting  those  things  that  are  behind,  1 
reach  forth  to  those  things  which  are  liefore,  I  press  toward 
the  mark:''  and  it  is  having  mor^  of  the  Spirit  of  holiness 
that  stimulates  us  to  make  such  efforts.    Our  wants  require 
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it.  These  are  miinj,  and  of  various  kinds^  and  without 
great  assistance  from  abore,  they  will  engage  our  thoughts 
too  much,  and  steal  too  large  a  portion  of  our  time,  while 
our  hearts  will  be  filled  with  distraction,  and  our  communion 
with  God  interrupted.  And  our  senses,  without  the  special 
^race  of  God,  will  be  constant  inlets  to  what  will  harm  and 
pollute  our  souls.  Bj  these  mediums,  our  passions  and  de* 
sires  are  affected  and  drawn  into  exercise;  and  if  they  were 
not  timely  and  duly  restrained,  where  would  they  not  lead 
us?  What  numbers  (all  here,  and  how  can  any  escape  with- 
out close  walking  with  God?  If  the  senses  are  not  guard- 
ed, they  will  always  deceive  and  wound  the  soul. 

We  are  also  in  danger  from  the  friendships  or  fellowships 
we  form  with  others.  We  are  hurt  sometimes  by  them  both ; 
whether  we  expect  little  or  much,  we  are  often  disappointed 
and  grieved;  or  if  pleased  and  satisfied,  in  danger  of  suffering 
them  to  draw  our  hearts  from  God.  In  short,  we  are  con- 
stantly  exposed*  Our  imagination,  natural  slothfulness, 
wants,  fears,  and  desires,  may  hinder  us.  Oar  own  sen- 
ses are  in  danger  of  deceiving  us.  Our  friends  may  be- 
tray us.  In  short,  we  are  constantly  exposed  to,  some 
temptation,  whether  at  home  or  abroad,  in  private  or  in 
public,  in  our  labours  or  devotions,  in  prosperity  or  adver- 
sity, in  all  states,  circumstances,  or  conditions;  there  is  no 
place  free,  no  christian  is  exempt. .  Now  the  more  we  live 
to  God,  and  under  the  influence  of  his  Spirit,  the  more  we 
are  dead  to  sin,  the  more  we  shall  understand  the  nature 
and  tendency  of  Satan's  devices,  and  find  power  to  cast  thom 
down,  and  trample  them  under  our  feet;  and  to  say  with 
our  blessed  Saviour,  ^^  The  prince  of  this  world  cometh, 
and  fihdeth  nothing  in  roe." 

The  more  we  have  of  God  in  us,  the  more  easy  and 
complete  our  victories  must  be — for  greater  is  he  who  is  ia 
us  that  believe,  than  be  who  is  in  those  that  believe  not. 
Another  reason  io  indace  you  to  seek  entire  sanctification  is, 

3,  When  you  are  entirely  sanctified  j/ou  will  he  the  bet* 
ter  jUied  fgr  the  service  of  God,  and  be  more  useful  io 
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oikers.-^Tht  most  accftptable  services  doM  f©r  bis  gjoiy  ane 
tkose  perforuied  by  the  boly  eiijek,  »nd  they  aro  bo  pjeawoff 
to  him,  that  ©iir  harA  has  taught  us  tp  pray,  thai  bia  will 
may  be  doae  by  us  oa  earth,  as  k  is  done  by  thew  im  heaven. 
And  the  apostle  Paul  tells  us,  (hat  if  we  purge  ourselvaa 
frosoL  sui  and  error,  we  shall  be  "  vessels  unl0  twmur^  swstti^ 
fied  mi  meei  for  Ihe  Maker's  use^  and  prepared  unto  eterjf 
good  wr*."  As  you  thea  are  laid  under  the  gpsatesi  obli* 
gations  to  love  and  aarve  God,  a  seaae  of  the  beBefits  yoo 
have  leceivcd,  will  eai»e  you  to  desire  that  the  towt  aad 
most  perfect  services  shoaW  be  paiil  to  hiia,  and  therefore  a 
state  of  purtf  love  is  aot  wly  desirable,  bilt  highly  wees* 

pary. 

And  with  regard  to  the  good  of  others.  The  Lord  says, 
<*  Yhey  that  bpoour  dm,  I  will  honour :"  and  the  fhristiaH  coo* 
siders  that,  next  to  the  apprebatiea  of  Qod,  them  can  be  no 
greater  honour  pal  upon  him,  than  to*  be  employed  i»  doing 
good  to  others.  The  more  holy  you  are,  tbs  move  efiectual 
will  yoar  prayers  be  with  God,  both  tot  y4>ur  fiunily,  the 
cKareb,  and  the  world-  Your  advice  and  ewfaple  will  have 
a  more  powerful  influenqe  upon  all  around  you^  and  greatei 
thanksgivings  will  ascead  to  God  far  hiae^eeediag  grsiee  on 
your  account.  What  a  n^Mnher  ef  examples  heive  we  ia  tlit 
scriptures  of  holy  men  of  God,  who  have  averted  tfte  Divins 
displeasure  from  person^  ripe  for  dcstrqotioa;  br»ught  bless* 
ings  upon  ^milies  and  nations;  apd  have  gtven  camse  fsr 
Bullions  ultiiuately  to  praise  God,  that  such*  persons  wsie 
ever  bora.  Aim  thea  to  be,  iii  the  fullest  sense  of  t&e  word, 
<<  the  salt  of  the  earth,  the  Ugfat  of  the  worMi  and  the  gfaay 
of  Christ." 

If  you  approve  of  this — if  you  w^uld  be  useful^  whidi  is 
one  end  of  your  being — and  as  the  more  bo]^,  the  aiore 
useful  you  are  likely  to  be,  I  trust  that  you  will  notbe'sstis^ 
fied  till  you  awake  up  after  the  likeness  of  your  benefioeBt 
Redeemer^ 

4.  Another  reason  why  you  ihould  se^  this  Uesslogjs, 
(he  more  holt/  you  are^  the  jhot^  happy  yot^  a>itf -Je.-«»Whea 
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tbe  cause  of  bumaa  misery  is  removed  from  yoilr  hearts,  its 
efects  will  cease.*    The  good  things  of  the  Spirit  will  no 
longer  be  kept  from  you.    In  his  light  you  will  see  light^ 
and  gazc^  with  inexpressible  delight  on  your  Lord  and  Sa- 
Tiour,  while  the  transforming  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
will  change  your  grateful  souls  into  the  same  image,  from 
glory  to  glory,  and  fill  you-  unutterably  full  of  happiness 
and  God.     For,    <*The  work  of  righteousness  shall  be 
peace,  and  the  efiect  of  righteousness  quietness,  and  assu- 
rance for  ever."    The  love  which  the  apostle  speaks  of  in 
his  epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  as  before  noticed,  bein^ 
brought  into  your  souls,  you  will  have  a  foretaste  of  future' 
felicity;  for  what  Addison  says  of  liberty,  with  a  little  alte« 
.  ration,  may  be  said  of  this  precious  love  of  Gpd: 

<<  Hail  Liberty,  thou  Goddess  heaTealy  bright^ 
Profose  of  blias,  and  pregnant  with  delight; 
Immortal  pleasures  in  thy  presence  reign ; 
And  smiliog  plenty  leads  thy  virgin  trala; 
Thou  mak'flt  the  smiliog  face  of  nature  gay^ 
Giv'st  beauty  to  the  sun,  and  pleasure  to  the  day.^* 

I  do  not  mean  that  such  a  state  of  happiness  is  to  be  per- 
fect and  uninterrupted.    It  is  not  to  be  expected  here. 
Where  so  many  contrary  winds  are  frequently  blowing,  it  is 
no  wonder  that  the  sur&ce  of  the  soul  should  sometimes  be 
agitated  like  the  .sea,  though  its  water,  its  graces  are  pure; 
but  it  may  be  truly  said,  though  there  may  be  a  suspension 
of  joy,  yet  the  regular  progress  of  the  soul  need  not  be  re- 
tarded by  its  trials  and  conflicts,  however  various  they  may 
be;  love  and  peace  lie  there  at  too  great  a  depth  to  be  de- 
stroyed, while  the  eye  ramains  single.    As  soon  as  the  temp- 
tation ceases,  things  continue  as  they  were,  and  the  r^l  be- 
liever is  again  enabled  to  rejoice,  pray,  and  give  thanks;  and 
his  state  was  no  worse  in  the  sight  of  God  when  in  trouble, 
than  when  at  rest;  any  more  than  the  blessed  Jesus  was  less 
l>eloved  of  bis  Father  when  sweating  blood  i^  the  garden,  or 

3y 
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|Niuriiig  it  IbrA  Oft  the  acesrsed  tree;  «nd  wlien  the  fight  it 
Of  er  mad  the  victory  obtainedy  there  will  be  additioaal  Ioto 
aad  joy  eoaiimiBieBted  firont  the  fulaen  of  jour  Lord. 

Be  8ati»fied  mth  this.    The  will  of  God  k  best.    If  we 
tnet  with  no  diflSculties,  this  Hfe  could  not  be  oaUed  a^tatc 
of  trial,  and  if"  they  tend  to  increase  onr  eeaforaiitjr  to  the 
Lord  JcBuSy  you  will  not  expect,  or  desire  to  be  exempt. 
He  may  cause  yon  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  apostle's  obser- 
Ttttion^that  *^ it  is  throngh  mndk  tribulation  ye  nrast  «iter 
the  hiogdom  of  God;"  bnt  remember  that  Word,  <<  Whom 
the  Lord  lo?eth  he  chasteneth,  that  is^  for  ent  profit,  that 
we  might  be  partakers  of  his  hoKness;  now^  no  chastening 
fbr  the  prssent  seemeth  to  be  ^ous,  hot  grhromi  neverthe* 
less  afterwards  it  y  leMeth  the  peaccalde  firoits  of  righteoas* 
ness  to  them  that  are  exercised  thereby."    Be  this  as  it  may, 
the  more  you  are  devoted  to  God  on  earth,  the  more  glori- 
ous and  hq)py  3roa  will  be  for  ever.     The  stars  do  not 
difier  more  in  their  degrees  of  brightness,  than  the  saints  in 
their  different  degrees  of  glory  in  heaved.    <<  Every  man 
shall  be  rewarded  according  to  hts  works."    Think  then, 
my  friends,  of  the  prise  before  you.    Let  no  man  take  your 
crown.    If  you  wish  to  be  near  to  the  throne,  among  the 
most  holy,  gratefhl,  honourable  and  happy  spirits — tfris  is 
the  way ;  let  your  whole  lives,  and  every  part  of  diem,  he 
devoted  to  God,  and  you    will    have  bri|;hter,  ckmrer, 
and  fuller  discoveries  of  himself  and  his  infinite  perfections 
to  all  eternity. 

'    fi.  Other  reasons  assigned  to  encourage  this  great  salrs* 
tion.    I  shall  begiri  with 

The  tidtitre  of  God. — ^  He  is  holy ;  gloriotis  in  hoKness, 
without  iniquity,  righteous  in  all  his  ways,  and  holy  in  all 
his  wofks."  He  is  perfectly  independent  of  all  creatures, 
receiving  no  addition  to  his  happiness,  but  communicating 
from  his  fulneds  a  rich  supply  to  each  every  moment.  As 
his  happiness  is  therefore  fhom  himself  alone,  must  it  not 
arise  from  the  contemplation  of  his  own  most  holy  nature  and 
perfections--from  that  complete  and  inexpressive  rectitude 
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wfaicb  he  poseemes  in  hiHUwIf  ?  This  being  the  source  of  his 
infinite  eomplaceacy  and  delight,  must  he  not  approve  of  his 
own  image  in  bis  creatures?  Undoubtedly  he  must.  This 
then  is  great  encouragement  for  you  to  desire  that  with 
which  he  is  so  well  pleased,  that,  being  f^  transformed  by  the 
xenewipg  of  your  minds,"  yeu  may  resemble  him  for  ever. 

His  haired  and  punisluneni  of  sin  in  the  angels  who  kept  not 
thdr  first  estate*— •These  were  once  pure  and  holy  spirits, 
observant  of  his  wili,  and  rejoicing  in  bis  presence;  bat  fall- 
ing into  «in,  th^  were  banished  from  befoi^  his  throne  with-  * 
oat  recal,  and  are  now  ^  reserved  in  everlasting  chains  of 
darkness  unto  the  judgment  of  the  great  day/*  IT  sin  in 
them  was  so  hateM  in  his  sight,  as  to  bring  those  dreadAil 
marks  of  his  displeasure,  under  which  they  are  doomed  to 
remain  for  ever;  it  certainly  must  be  acceptable  to  him  that 
you  should  denr^  a  full  deliverance  from  so  great  an  evil; 
and  it  must  be  his  will  and  pleasure  that  jFour  desires  should 
be  speedily  and  fully  accomplished,  because  you  cannot  be 
made  holy  too  soon,  or  in  too  great  a  degree. 

From  his  first  design  hi  man^  who  was  created  in  his  own 
image,  and  so  free  from  every  kind  of  moral  defilement, 
that  his  att*compreheading  wisdom  pronounced  him  tery 
good.  Is  he  then,  '^  the  Father  of  lights,  with  whom  is  no 
variableness,  neither  shadow  of  turning  ?"  Surely,  then^ 
that  state  of  purity  which  was  so  pleasing  to  him  when  he  ut- 
tered these  words,  mast  be  equally  pleasing  to  him  noii^. 
As  he  has  graciously  undertaken  to  restore  us  to  purity  of 
heart,  his  will  must  be  your  sanctification ;  and  his  willing- 
ness to  bless  you  with  the  resemblance  of  himself  again, 
must  be  as  great  as  his  power  to  effect  it. 

The  punishment  of  man* s  rebellion^  though  he  did  not  cast 
him  fiaaUy  away,  shews  how  hatefgl  sin  is  to'  his  holiness 
and  majesty.  He  was  driven  from  the  fruitful  and  luxuri- 
ous plains  of  paradise — exposed  to  a  thousand  evils  during 
the  short  journey  of  lifr — necessitate^  to  die  and  return  to 
dust — and  in  danger  of  Imng  delivered  over  to  the  same 
punishment  with  the  MLm  angels;  yea,  multitudes,  through 
their  obstinacy  and  unbelief,  hav<e  aetually  drunk  of  the  cup 
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ofhisindigiiationy  being  sbut  out  of  his  everlasting  king* 
dom.  As  sin  is  therefore  the  cause  of  such  disorder  and 
misery,  a*  id  so  exceedingly  opposed  to  God,  it  must  be  bis 
good  pleasure  that  his  children  should  be  saved  from  it,  io 
all  its  parts,  and  all  its  appearances.  He  that  so  pursues 
his  enemy  must  intend  his  destruction.  Your  desire,  tben, 
to  be  delivered  frond  the  body  of  sin,  will  necessarily  meet 
a  hearty  welcome  at  the  throne  of  grace,  where  your  Be- 
deeroer  is  seated,  '^  making  all  things  ncw,^^ 

The  end  of  ChrisVs  coming  into  the  world  triu,  ^^tosaum 
from  our  sms/  that  we,  being  delivered  from  the  hands  of 
our  enemiesj  might  serve  him  without  fisar,  in  holiaess  and 
righteousness  before  him  all  the  days  of  our  life.  He  sanc- 
tified himself  that  we  might  be  sanctified  through  the  trsili. 
He  gave  himself  for  us  that  he  might  redeem  us  fix>m  all 
iniquity,  and  purij^  to  himself  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of 
good  works.  I{e  loved  the  church,  and  gave  himself  for  itj 
that  he  might  sanctify  and  cleanse  it  with  the  washing  of 
water  by  the  word,  that  he  might  present  it  to  himself  a 
glorious  church,  not  having  spot,  or  wrinkle,  or  anjsuch 
thing ;  but  that  it  should  be  holy  and  without  blemish."  If 
this  was  the  end  of  his  coming  into  the  world,  can  that  end 
be  answered  unless  you  be  entirely  sanctiQed  ?  Has  he  not 
power  to  effect  his  purpose  ?  If  Satan  had  power  to  efface 
your  Lord's  image  in  you,  cannot  he  destroy  all  his  evil 
works  in  your  soul  ?  Undoubtedly  he  can ;  ^^Faithfid  is  \» 
that  calleth  you,  who  also  will  do  it."  How  sweetlj  is  tim 
^:|empliQed  in  the  ^bs^  of  the  leper : 

The  dire  disease  had  spread 
Throaghout  his  mortal  frame ; 
He  heard  of  Jesus'  power,  and  Bed 
To  know  and  prove  the  same : 

"  Lord,  if  thon  wilt,»»  he  cry'd, 
<^  Thou  caa'st  thy  servaot  heal ;" 
H I  win,*'  at  once,  onr  Lord  reply'd  | 
T(ien  tpuoh'd,  and  he  was  well. 
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So  will  he  say  to  you,  and  your  iniquity  shall  all  be  purged 
away,  to  your  comfort,  and  his  glory. 

We  see  the  same  truth  in  his  choke  of  the  most  holy  penons 
for  his  sercice. — "  Who  shall  ascend  into  the  hill  of  the  Lord? 
And  who  shall  stand  in  his  holy  place?  He  that  hath  clean 
hands  and  a  pure  heart. — The  Lord  hath  set  apart  for  him- 
self the  man  that  is  godly.'^  From  these  he  chooses  his 
messengers.  These  are  the  most  precious  in  his  sight. 
These  he  most  delights  to  honour.  These  he  makes  the' 
most  useful  to  men,  and  these  he  will  crown  with  greater 
glory  for  ever.  The  most  holy,  like  their  blessed  Lord, 
^^  love  righteousness  and  hate  iniquity  f '  and  therefore  they, 
will  be  ^^  anointed  with  the  oil  of  gladness  above  their  fel- 
lows,", both  here  and  hereafter.  O  then,  let  it  be  your  only 
ambition  to  be  as  holy  as  possible,  that  you  may  always  have 
the  witness  that  what  you  do  is  right !  Imitate  the  -peculiar 
excellencies  of  God's  approved  servants;  aim  to  zs>alk  with 
him  as  Enoch;  to  fear  him  as  Noah;  to  trust  in  him  as 
Abraham;  to  meditate  upon  him  as  Isaac;  to  wrestle  with  him 
as  Jacob;  to  submit  to  his  providence  as  Joseph ;  to  converse 
with  him  as  Moses;  to  be  bold  for  him  as  Joshua;  to  be  stead' 
fast  in  his  cause  as  Caleb;  upright  as  Samuel;  thankful  as 
David ;  loving  as  John ;  and  zealous  as  Paul.  In  a  word,  to 
be  followers  of  them,  who  through  fiiith  and  patience  inhe« 
rit  the  promises;  that  being  christians  in  whom  is  no  guile, 
and  having  the  image  of  God  deeply  stamped  upon  your 
souls,  you  may  be  united  to  him,  you  in  him,  and  he  in  you, 
and  thus  bo  made  meet  to  be  rich  partakers  of  the  glory  to 
be  revealed. 

The  Lord  has  commanded  it  in  a  hundred  places,  and  his 
authority  is  not  to  be  disputed. — ^Proud  and  haughty  Pha- 
raohs may  say,  <^  Who  is  the  Lord,  that  we  should  obey  him  ?" 
But  the  obedient  christian  should,  say.  What  the  Lord  com* 
mandeth  that  will  I  do.  If  you  are  now  willjng  to  submit, 
hear  his  voice  from  heaven  speaking  to  you  in  these  solemn 
words:  ^^  1  am  the  Almighty  God,  walk  thou  before  me,  and 
be  thou  perfect.  Ye  shall  sanctify  yourselves,  and  ye  shall 
be  holy ;  for  I  am  holy.    Wash  you,  make  you  clean.    Wash 
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tby  heart  from  wickednefis;  kov  lovtg  shall  Taia  thDoghts 
lodge  withiii  thee?    My  son,  gire  roe  ihj  heart    Make  joii 
a  new  heart  and  a  loaw  spirit.    Be  perfect  aa  your  Father  in 
heaven  is  perfect.    Ab  he  that  hath  called  you  is  hfAjj  so 
be  ye  holy  in  all  manner  of  oonversation.    Thou  shalt  We 
the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  thy  neighboinr  as 
thyself.    Put  ye  on  the  Lord  Jesus.    Purge  out  the  old  lea- 
ven, that  ye  may  be  a  new  lump.    Ye  are  bought  with  a 
price,  therefore  glorify  God  in  your  bodies  and  spirits  which 
are  his.    Whether  ye  eat  or  drink,  or  whatsoever  ye  do,  do 
all  to  the  glory  of  God.    Be  ateadfiist,  immoveable,  always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.    Put  off  the  old  man, 
and  put  OB  the  new,  which  after  God  is  created  in  righte* 
ousness  and  true  holiness.    Be  illed  with  the  Spirit.    Re* 
joiee  evermore.    Pray  w  i thout  eeasiag.    In  eveiy  thing  give 
thanks;  for  this  is  the  will  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  eonoem* 
mg  you.    Follow  peace  with  all  men,  and  holiness,  withovt 
whidi  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord.    Beloved,  be  diligent, 
that  ye  may  be  found  of  him  in  peace,  wiikmti  spai  and  iUune* 
fcw,"  &c.  &c. 

The  Lord  has  graekmsly  promised  this  gntd  Uesib^;  and 
what  he  has  promised  he  will  surely  make  good  to  yoa, 
^  with  all  his  heart  and  all  his  soul."    ^  Blessed  are  they 
that  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness,  for  they  shall  te 
filled.    The  cdernal  God  is  thy  refuge,  and  nndesneath  are 
the  everlasting  arms,  and  he  sbaN  thrust  out  the  enemy  from 
beferc  thee,  and  riiall  say,  Destcoy  them.    I  wiU<pamr  water 
itpon  him  that  is  thirsty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground;  I 
will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  seed,  and  my  blessing  upon 
thy  offspring.    I  will  spriidde  clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye 
shall  be  clean;  from  all  yovtrJUiimessy  and  from  all  your  idob 
will  1  cleanse  you;  a  new  heart  also  will  I  give  you,  and  a 
ntro  spirit  will  I  put  within  you;  and  I  will  put  my  Spirit 
within  you*    1  will  also  sare  jou  from  all  year  undean- 
nesseflL    He  shall  save  Ms  people  from  ihesr  sins.    Ha  will 
baptifse  yon  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with  fire.    If  we  con* 
fegs,  Ac.  he  will  cleanse  qs  from  auu  unrighteousnesa.'' 
And  let  it  be  here  obae^rved,  that  all  tiie  pramises  of  God 
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tire  made  aiid  pykvt  to  beUevers^  that  th£j«Biay  be  madift 
meet  for  heavea  by  partikktng  of  the  Divine  naiure,  and  then 
be  pat  in  actual  possession  of  the  incorrnptible  inheritance. 
It  18  not  posttble  that  anj  things  that  defiles  should  enter 
those  most  holj  mansions;  Ibr  the  f^licit;  of  heaven  consists 
in  onr  nnim  with  God,  who  abhors  iniquity,  and  wiU  not 
suffer  eTil  to  unite  with  his  spotless  nature.  Ob,  how  ex* 
ccediaf  ly  great  and  precious  are  the  pronisas  of  our  God  t 
And  they  are  all  ^^yem  and  atnen  in  Christ  Jesus'*  to  those 
wlio  beUere. 

I  will  next  remind  you  of  the  prayers  offered  up  for  the 
atiaittmefH  of  U. — Thcrae  holy  persons  who  thus  petitioned 
for  the  nnspbakable  gift  for  others,  or  for  themselves,  pray- 
ed  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  according  to  the  Divine  will ;  you 
may  therefore  ask,  if  necessary,  in  the  same  words,  and  ex- 
pect the  answer  to  your  unspeakable  comfort. 

Our  blessed  Lord  prayed  for  his  disciples,  <^  Sanctify  them 
through  thy  truth,"  and  has  taught  us  to  pray,  that  the  wilt 
of  our  keavehlji  Father  may  be  done  on  earth,  as  it  is  in 
heaven;  which  shews  how  moch  faithful  souls  should  be  con* 
footed  to  him  in  all  things;  and  his  servants  have  said  many 
things  to  the  same  iaiport,  requesting  such  a  fulness  of  grace 
as  might  renew  the  soul  in  true  holiness  and  love.  Hear 
David,  '^Wash  me,  and  I  shall  be  whiter  than  snow.*^ 
Hear  the  great  apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  '^  I  bow  my  knees 
to  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  he 
vrould  grant  you,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  glory,  to  be 
fttrengdiened  with  might  by  his  Spirit  in  the  inner  man,  that 
Christ  may  d  weH  in  your  hearts  by  &ith ;  that  ye,  being  root- 
ed and  grounded  in  love,  may  be  able  to  comprehend  with 
all  saints,  what  is  the  length,  and  breadth,  and  depth,  an4 
lieight,  and  to  know  the  love  of  Christ,  which  passeth  know- 
ledge, that  ye  might  be  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God. 
The  Lord  make  you  to  increase  and  abound  in  love  one  to- 
ward another,  and  toward  aU  men ;  to  the  end  he  may  es- 
taUish  yoiir  hearts  unblameable  in  holiness  before  God. 
The  very  God  of  peace  sanOify  you  xsiioUyf  and  I  pray  God 
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that  your  whole  spirit,  and  sovl,  and  body,  be  presenred 
blameless  unto  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  The 
God  of  all  grace,  who  hath  called  us  unto  his  eternal  glorj 
by  Christ  Jesus,  make  you  perfect,  stablish,  strengthen, 
settle  you."  More  might  be  added,  but  these  are  sufficient 
to  shew  you  what  you  may  plead  at  the  throne  of  grace. 
May  the  Lord  fulfil  in  you  the  good  pleasure  of  his  good-* 
ness,  and  the  work  of  faith  with  power,  ^^  that  you  may 
stand  perfect  and  complete  in  all  the  will  of  God." 

You  may  also  take  encouragement  from  those  who  are 
said  to  enjoy  this  blessing. 

As  the  privileges  of  the  christian  dispensation  are  so  much 
greater  than  any  that  preceded  it,  (the  least  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  being  greater  than  John  the  baptist,  though  the 
greatest  of  the  prophets)  1  shall  speak  chiefly  of  New*Tes« 
tament  believers. 

We  read  that  all  who  were  assembled  at  the  day  of  Pen- 
tecost, were  ^^JUkd  with  the  Holy  Ghost;*'  and  afterwards, 
when  the  number  of  disciples  was  increased,  it  is  said,  that 
after  the  prayer  offered  up  concerning  the  trial  of  Peter  and 
John,  that  they  were  ^^allJiUed  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  spake 
the  word  with  boldness,  and  were  all  of  one  heart  and 
oue  soul;"  perfectly  united  in  mind,  judgment,  and  affec- 
tion. 

St.  Paul,  writing  to  the  Thessalonians,  says  of  himself, 
atid  his  fellow  labourers,  that  they  walked  ^*  holily,  justly, 
and  unblameably  among  them." 

In  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  it  is  observed,  that  ^'  he  who 
sanctifieth,  and  they  who  are  sanctified,  are  all  of  one, 
[nature]  for  which  cause  he  is  not  ashamed  to  call  them 
brethren." 

St.  Peter  calls  believers,  to  whom  he  wrotef  ^'  Elect,  ac- 
cording to  the  foreknowledge  of  God  the  Father,  through 
sanctification  of  the  Spirit  unto  obedience,  and  the  sprink- 
ling of  the  blood  of  Jesus,"  observing  that  they  had  *^  puri- 
fied their  souls,  in  obeying  the  truth  through  the  Spirit,  un- 
to unfeigned  love  of  the  brethren." 
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The  beloved  John  says,  <<  If  we  walk  in  the  light,  A  he  ii^ 
in  the  light,  we  have  fellowship  one  with  another;  and  the 
blood  of  Jesui  Christ  his  son  cleanseth  us  fromo// nn .'' 

The  apostle  J  ude  dedicates  his  short  epistle  ^^  to  them  that 
are  sandtfied  by  God  the  Father,  and  preserved  in  Jesus 
Christ." 

Our  blessed  Lord  himself  says  in  the  Revelation,  ^^  Thoa 
bast  a  few  names  in  Sardis,  who  have  not  defiled  their  gar- 
ments, and  they  shall  walk  with  me  in  white,  for  they  are 
worthy," 

Without  descending  to  particulars,  we  see  here  several 
examples  of  persons  entirely  sanctified— dead  to  sin  and  alive ' 
to  God.  Consider  then  their  holy  conversation,  and  follow 
their  faith,  that  you  may  be  complete  in  Christ,  washed  in 
the  opened  fountain ;  adorned,  and  made  like  the  ^^  King's 
diBiughter,  all  glorious  within." 

The  gospel  mimsiry^  and  the  ordinances  of  Divine  servke^ 
were  appointed  for  the  same  purpose.  <*  For  he  gave  some 
apostles,  and  some  prophets,  and  some  evangelists,  and  some 
pastors  and  teachers,  for  the  perfecting  of  the  saints,  for  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ: 
till  we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  feith,  and  the  knowledge 
of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the  measure  of 
the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ."  His  ordinances  also 
are  wells  of  salvation,  whence  with  joy  we  are  to  draw  the 
living  water  to  wash,  to  strengthen,  to  refiresh,  and  to  ren- 
der fruitful  our  fevoured  souls. 

Consider  also  the  nature  of  Us  rewards. — ^Not  to  speak  of 
the  great  deliverances  from  sin  and  its  dreadful  consequen- 
ces, we  wiU  consider  a  little  the  blessings  that  flow  from  tho 
possession  of  this  rest  of  the  saints;  it  may  induce  you  to  re-  - 
solve  more  firmly  to  obtain  the  blessing. 

Your  s6ul  will  be  delivered  from  disorderly  passions;' 
guiTty  fears;  perplexing  and  anxious  thoughts;  troublesome 
desires;  fruitless  wishes,  and  a  variety  of  vain  and  hurtful 
things. 

The  Lord  wiU  keep  your  mind  in  <^  perfect  peace."    Hr 
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irtll  bless  jPOtt  with  everlasting;  consolation  and  a  good  hope 
through  grace*  Your  joy  will  be  full.  His  presence  will 
go  with  jou,  and  give  you  rest.  You  will  rejoice  in  hope  of 
the  glory  to  be  revealed.  Your  heart  will  overflow  with 
gratitude.  Your  tongue  will  celebrate  his  praise.  All  jour 
fresh  *^  springs  will  be  in  him."  II is  ways  and  service  will 
become  more  delightful  to  you.  ^'  Mercy  and  loving-kind« 
ness  shall  follow  you^'  continually.  ^'  Darkness  shall  become 
light  before  you,  and  crooked  things  straight."  You  shall 
b  '^  anointed  with  that  unction  from  above  which  will  teach 
you  all  things."  His  sabbaths  will  be  as  festivals;  you  will 
call  them  holy,  honourable,  and  delightful.  You  will  taste 
the  pleasures  of  christian  fellowship.  In  short,  if  you  foU 
low  on  to  kno^v  the  Lord,  ^^your  sun  shall  no  more  go  down, 
neither  shall  your  moon  withdraw  itself;  but  the  Lord  will 
be  your  everlasting  light,  and  your  God  your  glory«  He 
will  be  to  you  as  the  former  and  latter  rain,"  and  the  days 
of  your  mourning  shall  be  ended,  as  it  respects  the  bitterness 
of  sin;  and  if  you  sorrow  for  others,  though  it  suspend  your 
jqy  for  a  season,  it  will  ultimately  increase  it  for  ever. 

.  Consider  again,  every  thing  shall  now  work  together  for 
your  good;  and  while  you  simply  and  humbly  trust  in  the 
Lord,  '^  no  weapon  that  is  formed  against  you  shall  pros* 
per."  Nothing  shall  separate  you  from  the  love  of  Christ. 
Every  fresh  circumstance  shall  bring  your  graces  into  exer- 
cise, and  add  greater  lustre  to  your  crown. 

Death  and  judgment,  which  so  greatly  ten-ify  others,  will 
nut  damp  your  joy :  on  the  contrary,  they,  will  afford  matter 
|pr  your  songs,  and  add  swiftness  to  your  race.  You  will 
say  oa  the  very  bring  of  eternity,  ^*  Thanks  be  to  God,  who 
givetb  nie  the  victory,  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

You  will  be  more  beneficent.  This,  to. a  truly  gracious 
soul,  is  up  small  matter,  as  has  been  observed  already.  The 
apostle  counted  not  his  life  dear  to  himself,  so  he  might  finish 
his  course  with  joy,  and  the  ministry  which  he  had  received 
of  the  Lord  Jesus.  You  may  not  indeed  be  called  to  the 
w.Qrk  ftf  the  ministry;  but  you  are  called  to  do  all  the  good 
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jou  can ;  and  I  know  nothing  that  will  afford  you  more  last* 
ing  satisfaction,  next  to  the  favour  of  God,  than  in  turning 
sinners  from  the  error  of  their  ways,  or  helping  them  for- 
ward who  through  grace  have  believed  in  the  Lord.  And 
should  you  be  instrumental  of  saving  one  soul  from  death, 
it  will  be  a  more  glorious  exploit  than  ever  was  perform^ 
by  all  the  celebrated  ambitious  heroes  of  past  or  present 
times. 

But  the  best  of  all  is,  there  is  laid  up  for  you  in  heaven  an 
unfading  crown,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge,  will 
^ive  you  when  he  appears  in  his  glory.  Let  him  that  is 
<^  holy  be  holy  still,*'  for  he  shall  find  his  account  therein. 
^^  Blessed  are  they  that  do  his  commandments,  that  they  may 
have  right  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  may  enter  is  through  the 
gates  into  the  city;  for  there  shall  in  no  wise  enter  in  any 
thing  that  defileth,  but  they  that  are  written  in  the  Lamb^s 
book  of  life;'*  and  these  are  such,  and  sqch  only,  as  have 
washed  their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  his  most  pr«- 
eious  blood. 

Ranarhs  and  exhortations  concerning  it. — St.  Paul  observes 
of  himself  and  the  saints  of  God  in  his  day,  that  they  were 
liis  workmanship^  and  if  so,  it  must  be  admitted  that  this 
great  work  of  our  salvation  must  be  worthy  of  himself.  His 
work  is  acknowledged  perfect  in  nature,  providence,  and  re- 
demption, and  why  not  in  the  sanctification  of  his  people  ? 
The  scripture  certainly  admits  of  it,  both  when  speaking  of 
the  whole,  or  parts  of  their  character.  **  Mark  the  perfect 
man,  and  behold  the  upright.  Blessed  are  the  perfect — and 
the  undefiled  in  the  way,  that  seek  Him  with  their  whole  heart 
— they  do  no  iniquity.  If  any  man  offend  not  in  word,  the 
same  is  a  perfect  man.  Whom  we  preach — tliat  we  may 
present  every  man  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus.  He  is  the  Rock, 
bis  %vofk  is  perfect,  a  God  of  truth  and  without  iniquity, 
just  and  right  is  he.  Jesus,  that  he  might  sanctify  the  people 
with  his  own  blood,  suffered  without  the  gate.  Who  gave 
himself  for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity, 
and  purify  uolo  himself  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good 
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works."  And  as  it  respects  parts  of  this  charaeter,  we  read 
that  patience  is  to  bave  its  perfect  work ;  faiih  is  made  perftd 
by  works.  He  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God,  and 
God  in  htm.  Herein  is  our  lirce  made  perfecL  Oat  of  the 
mouth  of  babes — ^thou  hast  perfected  praise.  We  read  also 
of  the  riches  of  the  full  assurance  of  understanding,  and  the 
full  assurance  of  hope,  and  the  peace  of  God  which  passeth 
understanding.'  Of  rejoicing  with  joy  unspeakable,  and  of 
being  presented  fiinltless  with  exceeding  joy.  Of  being 
strengthened  to  all  long-suffering  with  jojfulness.  Of  gen* 
ileness  disposing  the  mind  to  show  aU  meekness  to  all  men. 
Of  those  who  were  full  of  goodness,  and  temperate  in  otf 
things.  ^  Of  serving  the  Lord  with  all  humility  of  mind,  and 
being  clothed  with  humility.  Of  being  ever  merciful.  All 
which  things  evidently  set  forth  the  work  of  him  who  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world,  ordained  that  ^^  we  should  bo 
holy  and  without  blame  before  him  in  love." 

It  therefore  appears  very  natural  to  hear  such  ezborta" 
tions  as  these.  Let  us  cleanse  ourselves  firbm  all  filthinesi 
of  the.  flesh  and  spirit,  perfecting  holiness  in  the  fear  of  God. 
I  beseech  you  to  present  your  bodies  a  living  sacrifice,  bolji 
and  acceptable  to  God* — Be  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  joor 
mind.  Be  strong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might. 
Put  on  therefore,  as  the  elect  of  God,  holy  and  beloved, 
bowels  of  mercies,  kindness,  humbleness  of  mind,  meeknesi^ 
long-suffering,  forbearing — ^forgiving-^and  above  all  things 
put  on  charity,  which  is  the  bond  of  perfectness. 

The  relation  in  which  you  stand  to  God  as  a  member  of 
ChrisCs  mystical  body,  and  the  hoe  he  bears  you  on  thatae* 
count,  is  another  cause  of  encouragement.  For  only  coosi' 
der  these  words,  "  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  a"» 
well  pleased,  hear  ye  him.»'  And  you  must  see  the  infin*** 
satisfaction  he  takes  in  your  blessed  Mediator,  and  bor 
pleasing  it  is  to  him,  that  you  are  guided  by  the  truths  he 
taught.  So  great  is  his  love  to  you,  and  all  that  believe  in 
him,  that  he  would  not  even  trust  you  fully  to  the  care  of 
angels^  but  made  your  Lord  your  king  aud  guardiaii*  ^^ 
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is  the  head  of  his  body  the  church,  the  fulness  of  him  that 
filleth  all  in  all,  and  having  given  you  so  rich  a  gift,  «  he 
will  fireely  with  him  give  you  idl  thhigs.  He  will  give  you 
grace  and  glory;  yea,  all  things  are  your's.;  whether  Paul, 
ApoUoB,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death,  or  things 
present,  or  things  to  come ;  all  are  y our%  and  ye  are  Christ's, 
and  Christ  is  God*s/' 

Lastly.  You  have  great  reason'  to  expect  it  from  what 
the  Lord  has  wrought  in .  you,  as  proparatoiy  to  this  evan- 
gelical holiness.  When  you  were  far  off  by  sin  and  wicked 
works,  he  brought  you  near  to  himself  by  the  Uood  of  Je- 
sus. Though  your  sins  were  mcnne  in  number  than  the  hairs 
of  your  head;  yet  he  blotted  out  the  hand- writing  that  was 
against  you,  and  east  them  all  behind  his  bade.  He  has  givm 
you  hearts  to  fear  before  him  and  to  do  his  pleasure.  He 
has  brought  you  from  the  miry  clay,  set  your  feet  upon  a 
rock,  and  put  a  new  song  in  your  mouths,  even  praise  unto 
your  compassionate  Grod.  He  has  adopted  you  into  his  Ja- 
tnily,  and  repeatedly  healed  the  baekriidings  of  your  souls. 

It  would  be  difficult  indeed  to  enumerate  all,  for  his 
Aitherly  compassion  has  followed  you  all  your  days;  and 
I  am  persuaded  that  if  you  are  not  moved  away  from  the 
^<  hope,  of  the  goepd,"  this  desire  you  feel  to  be  wholly 
sanctified  shall  certainly  be  fulfilled,  the  Lord  will  finish 
the  work  he  has  begun,  and  make  you  fit  fer  his  kingdom 
«nd  glory.  Leave  therefore  the  first  principles,  as  builders 
the  foundation  in  raising  their  superstructure,  and  go  on  to 
perfection,  that  the  ^  head  st<me  may  be  brought  forth  with 
shoutings  of  Grace!  Grace  r' 
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CHAP.  V. 

MEANS  OF  PROMOTING  HOLINESS. 


Maralitj/—The  Lords  Dai/— Christian    Fetlozoship— Ordi- 
nances— Medkaiion — Family  Worship.  • 


As  there  are  doubtless  nmny  tkings  to  hinder  us  in  onr  spi* 
ritual  progress,  so  there  are  many  oAers  whose  tendency  is 
to  help  us  foriKaFd.  Those,  therefore,  who  are  desirous  of 
being;  brought,  into  the  full  liberty  of  the  children  of  God, 
would  do  well  to  pay  a  particular  attention  to  them.  I  shall 
begin  with 

MORALITY. 

Morality  is  an  essential  branch  of  true  holiness,  and  it 
may  be  considered  as  implying  a  continued  chain  of  soch 
works  as  are  Acceptable  to  Grod,  and  approved  of  men. 
Where  there  is  the  living  principle  of  fiuth  in  the  heajt,  it 
will  discover  itself  in  our  tempers,  words,  and  actions.  Some 
indeed  %fre  so  circumstanced,  that,  with  the  best  inten* 
tions,  they  can  do  but  little  to  discaver  their  genuine  cha- 
racter before  men,  having  no  resource,  except  an  appeal  to 
the  searcher  of  hearts  for  their  sincerity;  thiese  must,  there* 
fore,  go  as  far  as  they  can,  and  leave  without  solicitude  the 
rest  to  him  that  judgeth  righteously. 

Every  christian  should  endeavour  to  pi'eserve  a  (air  and 
respectable  character  amongst  men,  that  he  may  stand  aloof 
from  all  mean,  base,,  and  unworthy  actions.  He  that  does 
not  regard  his  character  is  easily  seduced  to  evils,  and 
is  unfit  to  have  our  approbation  or  our  confidence.  We 
are  not  indeed  to  seek  the  honour  that  cometh  from  aten 
as  the  end  of  our  actions,  neither  are  we  wilfully  to  disgrace 
ourselves  before  them.    It  is  a  sad  affair  when  men  ai*e  not* 
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ed  for  th^ir  attention  to. the  outward  duties  of  region,  and 
for  associating  with  relipous  persons,  to  have  it  said  of 
theni^  that  they  arc  verj  strict  in  their  way,  but  they  do  not 
regard  the  truth;  that  they  are  exorbitant  in  their  charges; 
that  they  can  be  talking  a|id  disputing  about  religion  over 
their  cups;  that  they  are  the  worst  in  the  world  for  piijring 
their  debts;  that  they  are  covetoui,  morose,  or  idle,  over- 
bearing, and  such  like  charges.  These  things  are  often  ma- 
liciously designed  mis-representations;  yet  others  of  them, 
it  is  to  be  greatly  feared,  are  often  found  to  be  true.  '  Every 
one,  therefore,  pcofesstng  .the  fiuth,  should  remember  the 
apostolic  advice,  and  think  upon  what  are  judged  the  most 
excellent,  and  practise  them,  ^^  Jfliaisoever  ihmgg  aretruey* 
agreeable  to  God's  holy  word,  and  the  generally-aK^know- 
ledged  principles  of  a  well-r^ulated  stale  of  society— ^^  Ao- 
$iestj^  all  those  ways  which  are  agreeable  to  simplicity,  and 
integrity,  and  which  are  devoid  of  knavery  and  dissimula- 
tion in  all  their  forms — ^^jusiy**  rendering  to  all  their  dues, 
*i  tribute  to  whom  tribute,  custom  to  whom  custom,  fear  to 
whom  fear,  honour  to  whom  honour;"  doing  to  all  as  we 
would  they  should  do  unto  us — ^^^ptrir,"  at'oiding  all  iropit>- 
per  places,  persons,  and  connexions;  nev^  suflfering  our 
principles  to  be  corrupted  by  bribery,  applause,  or  the 
oharge  of  singularity — ^^  hrody^'*  discovering  upon  all  occa- 
sions unaffected  courtesy  of  manners,  benevolence  of  dispo- 
aition,  consistency  of  character,  and  liberality  of  sentiment 
— ^^  and  of  good  repori"  the  advocates  and  promoters  of 
whatever  ennobles  human  nature,  ameliorates  the  miseries 
of  our  suffering  fellow-creatures,  and  that  is  calculated  to 
spread  and  diffuse  happiness  through  the  world,  and  espe- 
cially the  highly  fevoured  land  of  our  nativity.  Phil.  iv.  8. 
I^  said  he,  there  be  any  virtue  or  any  praise,  think  on  these 
things;  that  is,  to  practise  and  enforce  them. 

As  all  this  conduct  has  a  constant  tendency  to  keep  us  on 
ojir  guard,  and  to  strengthen  habits  of  virtue  in  us,  it  has  also 
a  good  effect  upon  our  hearts,  and  proves  helpful  to  us  when 
nothing  will  satisiy  pur  souls  till  they  are  filled  with  righte- 
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cNMieaSy  and  a«e  im4e  pure  in  his  sight,  wbo  bas  said, 
^  Bkaaed  are  the.purein  heart,  for  they  abaU  see  God." 

But  as  it  is  possibk  to  presenna  a  fiur  cfaaraeter  io  the 
world,,  and  yet  in  the  sight  of  God  to  be  enslaved  by  some 
aeeietly  besetting  evil,  or  some  weaknesses  whiobaie  known 
only  to  a  few  who  have  an  opportanity  of  obssrving  as  more 
nwrowly,  it  is  of  absolule  necessity,  for  peace  and  perBoml 
hdliasss,  that  we  gain  a  complete  ascendency  or  contnd  over 
onrselves.    The  scripture  speaks  out  upon  this  subject,  ^<  If 
ye  live  afker  the  flesh,  ye  shall  die;  but  if  ye,  tbroogh  the 
Spirit,  do  wortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  ye  shall  live.— 
Mectify,  therefore,  your  nwmberB  which  are  upon  the  esrtb, 
fornication,  undeanaess,  inordinate  affeetion,  evil  eoncnpi- 
scence,  and.  oomtoaness,  which  is  idolatry. — ^Put  off  the  old 
BMU)  with  his  deeds^the  deceitful  lusts.-^Walk  not  ss  other 
Gentiles  walk  in  the  vanity  of  their  raind^-^Abstsin  from 
fleshly  lusts  which  war  against  the  souL— Let  all  bitterneis^ 
Wiath,  anger,  clpunonr,  and  evil  speaking,  be  pat  awsy  fiwa 
yoai>  with  aU  malice,''  &c    This  wiU  require  no  smsU  dc 
gMe  of  resolution,  as;  it  is  like  cutting  off  the  right  hand  or 
foot,  and  the  palling  oat  of  the  r^t  eye;  yet  without  it 
there  is  no  entering  into  that  state  of  connmunion  wlA  God, 
which  it  is  the  christian's,  privilege  to  enjoy.    GinBg  ^7 
to  any  thing  which  the  conscience  condemns,  undensnies 
our  confidence  in  huDj.openea  way  to  various  teniptstioDS 
oausee  the  atind  Jto  suspect  its  own  sincerity,  and  to  qnestion 
ita  past  experience  o(  spiritaal  ydugp;  a)l  vriisdi  is  destruc- 
tive to  its4»roeperiiy  and  happifless.    It  is  well  withthofle 
that  can  deckm  in  his  sight  who  knows  all  that  is  psssis^iA 
the  heart,  IJovo.thevLoed,andallfiite  wccys  IirtCerlyal)- 
hon    Such  are  prepared  to  receive  flMndif  iroo»  God,  sod  i^ 
wiU  make,khetti  like  JSden,  or  a fleU  «i*iell  he  IMithki^ 

THE  LORD'S  D^Y. 

Op.  all  ike  precepts,  of  the  .moral  law  nooae  has  heeB»^ 
pected  to  parlaks  so  much  of.  the  spirit  of  the  Jewhh  i^ 
as  the  sabbath.    Indeed;  there  haae  beea.feand  their  whoy 
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not  having  observed  this  day  particularly  spoken  of  in  the 
Kew-Testament,  have  concluded  that  it  was  abolished  with 
the  other  ritual  institutions,  and  that  no  particular  day 
whatever  is  set  apart  for  the  immediate  exercises  of  religion. 
But  it  should  be  remembered  that  it  was  instituted  long  be** 
Ibre  the  time  of  Moses,  and  could  have  no  reference  at  all  to 
the  deliverance  of  Israel  from  Egyptian  bondage,  or  to  their 
becoming  God's  covenant  people.  It  is  true  indeed  that  it 
formed  a  prominent  feature  in  their  ceremonial,  and  we  may 
conclude  by  what  is  said,  Exod.  xvi.  23,  &c.  that  it  was  not 
because  they  did  not  know  of  its  first  appointment  from  the 
creation,  but  because  they  had  neglected  and  profaned  it,  and 
were  brought  back  again  to  a  better  observance  of  it;  for  it 
is  there  spoken  of  before  it  was  formally  announced  in  the 
decalogue,  or  incorporated  into  their  religious  code.  We 
may  also  remark,  that  no  new  reason  is  assigned  for  its 
observance  on  that  occasion,  nor  any  mention  made  o  thei 
Egyptian  deliverance,  when  the  Lord  spake  to  them  from  the 
mount,  any  more  than  the  rest :  it  is  there  referred  solely  to  the 
work  of  creation,  and  his  resting  from  it.  And  can  it  be  sup- 
posed that  about  two  thousand  years  from  the  creation  should 
pass  away  before  the  Lord  revealed  his  will  condeming  a  mat- 
ter which  throughout  the  writings  of  the  prophets  is  considered 
of  the  greatest  importance,  especially  if  we  look  at  the  pro- 
mises made  to  those  who  carefully  observed  it,  and  the 
tbreatepiogS' and  punishments  which  followed  its  violation? 
To  me  it  seems  very  improbable.  The  shadowy  dispensa- 
tion of  the  la  w  was  to  expire  when  Christ,  the  true  sub- 
stance, and  the  blessings  of  his  kingdom,  were  fully  come ; 
but  there  were  in  the  Jewish  economy  things  so  excellent  iu 
themselves  as  not  to  be  dispensed  v  ith ;  which  the  wisdom 
of  our  Redeemer  has  taken,  as  it  were,  from  the  ruinous  pile, 
and  brought  into  his  spiritual,  glorious,  and  eternal  build- 
ing. The  moral  law,  for  instance,  and  those  laws  which 
sprang  from,  and  are  illustrative  of  it;  which,  so  (hr  from 
being  abolished,  are  by  him  explained,  enforced,  and  con- 
firmed in  the  fullest  manner  in  his  sermon  on  the  mount* 

4a 
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He  does  not  indeed  speak  pointedly  and  distinctlj  ofeverj 
command,  nor  was  it  necessary.  It  was  sufficient  that  be 
described  some  of  its  limits,  and  set  forth  its  divine  and  spi- 
ritual nature.  Perkaps  they  could  bear  no  more;  jet  we 
tpay  suppose  that  all  was  afterwards  explained  to  the  apostles 
in  his  private  conferences  with  them,  especially  the  kw 
weeks  he  conversed  with  them  after  his  resurrection.  • 

And  can  it  be  that  he  should  adopt  nine  of  the  command- 
n^ents,  and  leave  out  a  tenth  without  some  reason  assigned, 
or  some  kind  of  intimation  why  he  did  so?  So  &r  is  this 
from  being  the  case,  that  '^  TV//  heaven  and  earth  pas$j  one  jot 
or  tittle  shall  in  no  wise  pass  from  the  law,  till  all  be  fulfill- 
ed. Whosoever,  therefore,  shall  break  one  of  these  least 
commandments,  and  shall  teach  men  so,  shall  be  called  the 
least  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven/'  As  the  ceremonial  law 
did  pass  away,  the  moral  law  must  be  meant^  which,  epito- 
mized by  himself,  is  the  supreme  love  of  God,  and  the  fer- 
vent and  subordinate  love  of  man« 
.  The  greatest  difficulty  is  to  account  for  the  transfer  of  tbe 
Rest,  or  Holy  Sabbath,  from  the  seventh  to  tbe  first  day  of 
the  week.  We  know  that  the  present  stale  of  things  does 
not  admit  of  a  constant  sabbath ;  but  when  the  necessities 
and  labours  of  life  shall  cease,  the  saints  of  God  will  enjoy 
an  endless  rest  and  sabbath  above.  In  the  mean  tini^  tbe 
pious  christian  who  would  keep  a  constant  rest,  but  for  the 
reason  above  assigned,  will  never  be  persuaded  that  Qod  in- 
tends him  to  be  less  holy,  or  to  spend  less  time  in  his  imme- 
diate worship  than  his  ancient  church.  lie,  therefore,  sees 
it  right,  in  addition  to  bis  daily  sacrifices  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving,  to  add  one  day  in  seven  in  a  more  devout  and 
solemn  manner,  not  only  to  acknowledge  the  God  of  natare^ 
but  that  gracious  Redeemer  who,  having  subdued  all  his 
enemies,  rose  triumphantly  over  death  and  the  grave,  ob- 
taining a  far  greater  deliverance  for  us  than  Israel  of  old; 
and  because  the  first  day  was  set  apart  for  the  same  pf' 
poses  by  his  earliest  followers  both  before  and  afief  the  pc"* 
ning  of  the  New-Testament^  and  who  must  have  been  better 
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judg;es  of  thk  matter  than  those  who  have  lived  in  latei' 
tlmeB,  he  therefore  obeefves  with  them  the  same  day. 

Jesus  was  pleased  to  appear  to  his  disciples  after  he  was 
risen  from  the  dead  on  that  day,  Luke  xxiv.  13,  36,  John 
XX.  19,  S6 ;  which  was  afterwards  dignified  by  the  descent  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  efiilsion  of  his  grace. 

At  Troas,  on  that  day,  the  disciples  came  together  to  break 
bread,  (to  receive  the  Lord's  supper)  and  St.  Paul  preached 
to  them,  and  kept  them  till  late  in  the  night.  It  was  on  that' 
day  that  he  expected  to  collect  for  the  poor,  because  on  that 
day  they  were  assembled  together.  Acts  xx.  7,  I  Cor.  xvi.  2. 
And  he  gave  orders  that  in  this  respect  the  Galatian  should 
follow  the  custom  of  the  Corinthian  church,  and  doubtless 
for  the  same  plain  reason. 

We  observe  St.  John,  in  the  Revelation,  speaks  of  being 
in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day.    This  expression  denotes 
some  particular  day.   All  days  indeed  arc  the  Lord's,  but  this 
is  an  unusual  phrase,  and  is  not  applied  to  days  in  general; 
what  then  can  it  mean,  if  not  the  christian  sabbath?     The 
christian  church  has  observed  this  day  from  the  beginning.' 
It  is  allowed  that  those  of  its  members  who  were  of  Jewish 
extraction,  did  observe  the  Jewish  sabbath  for  a  while,  to 
accommodate  themselves  to  their  neighbour's  prejudices,  as' 
they  did  several  other  ceremonies;  but  they  kept  holy  the* 
first  day  of  the  week  also.    There  is,  however,  no  wisdom 
in  diflTering  from  the  usage  of  the  church  universal;  since,  if' 
we  consider  the  revolutions  of  time,  and  the  distances  of 
places  and  climates,  it  is  impracticable  to  observe  it  in  all 
parts  of  the  world  exactly  in  one  and  the  same  time,  without 
causing  the  greatest  confusion.    It  is  best  so  to  apportion 
our  time,  that  a  seventh  part  of  it  may  be  devoted  to  the 
service  of  God,  according  to  his  gracious  designs;   and 
we  cannot  do  better  than  spend  it  in  the  best  and  most 
scriptural  manner,  and  at  the  same  time  as  the  rest  of  our 
christian  brethren  do,  wh^re  the  providence  of  God  may  cast 
our  lot. 

Some  have  thought  by  changing  it  to  the  first  day  of  the 
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tifi^ation  of  jrowt  natore^  add  bralg  do«rn  upon  you  tbe  nA 
blc8biDg8  of  the- Aloiighly.  Order  your  affairs  with  an  ejre 
to  it,  and  neglect  not  any  of  its  duties^  eithc!r  private  or  pub* 
lie,  but  from  evident  necessity.  Spend  it  not  in  an  expen- 
ftive,  vain,  and  trifling  manuer^  but  rather  ioiprore  it  to  the 
utmost^  of  your  power^  in  making  it  an  emblem  of  that  sab- 
bath you  hope  to  spend  eternally  above. 

CHRISTIAN  FELLOWSHIP. 

It  is  both  tbe  duty  and  interest  of  sincere  christians  to  uaits 
together,  that  they  may  strengthen  each  other's  haads  ia 
God,  and  promote  his  cause  in  the  world.     It  is  enj<Mned  on 
us  to  "consider  one  another  to  provoke  uota  love  and  good 
works,  not  forsaking  the  assembling  of  ourselves  together,  as 
the  manner  of  some  is,  but  exhorting  one  another."    Some 
difficulty  may  arise  from  the  diversity  of  opinions  amoDg 
christians,  yet  that  may  be  obviated  by  informing  oundinN 
ivhich,  according  to  our  own  views,  adopt  the  most  scripto* 
ral  mode  and  tenets.    Or  we  may  inquire,  Wbeve  shall  I  fisd 
most  of  the  Divine  presence  and  blewing — ^where  Aall  I  ob- 
tain the  greatest  helps-^where  dhall  I  have  die  best  offor* 
tanity  of  doing  good — and  whel*e  shall  I  bring  the  greatest 
glory  to  God  ?    There  unite. 

That  such  is  the  will  of  God  seems  dear,  becaase  the 
gospel  not  only  commands  k,  but  eontiifually  sapposes  it; 
and  evei^  figurative  representation  of  it,  and  there  areaiany, 
directly  or  indirectly  diewa  its  necessity.  Let  us  eooioe 
ourselves  to  the  epistle  to  the  Epfaesians  only*  The  ehiarA 
of  Christ  is  there  compared 

To  VifamU^^  of  which  God  is  the  Father,  having  <*  pit^e^ 
tinated  us  unto  the  adoption  of  children  by  Jeaus  Christ  to 
himself.''  Every  child  of  his  is  interested  in  his  love  sod 
care.  He  presides  over,  and  blesses  all;  and  expects avd 
commands  us  to  love  each  other  with  brotherly  affe^iooy 
and  rejoice  in  each  other's  happiness,  as  being  influeaoed  by 
one  spirit,  engaged  in  one  common  cause,  and  tepeetio;  ^ 
sam^  gloriouaand  ^odhasa  reward^^hap.  i.  6. 


•To  the  crroftofi)  whiob,  tbough  infinitely  varied  in  b^autj^ 
8tffeiig;lb,  dinittiaiQns,  and  essential  properties,  is  preserved 
jBtmi  age  to  age  in  wonderful  order,  and  all  in  subjection  to 
its  Almighty  Oiaaiov.  And.be  looks,  to  see  biscburcball 
united  to  live  in  his  will;  dopendtot  upon  bis  power:  all 
unking;  to  discover  the  beauty  hts  grace  has  put  upon  them, 
and  agreeing  to  set  forth  one  harmonious  wliole,  to  his  gIo« 
ry,  chap.  ii»  10. 

To  the  general  resurrection^  where  those  who  lay  under  the* 
power  of  darkness  tuid  death,  are  quickened  together  with 
their  immortal  head,  and  raised  by  Divine  energy  to  sit  to- 
gether in  heavenly  places  with  him,  enjoying  the  same  kind 
of  life,  honour,  happiness,  and  communion  with  their  Lord, 
ohap.  ii«  by  6. 

To  lbeaiict0ir^  JezmA  cAirrrA,.  being  by  the  circumcision  of 
Ghrist .  admitted  to  their  privileges,  promises,  and  expecta- 
tions, and  to  much  greater,  having  free  access  to  God,  a 
fuller  diq>1ay  of  his  gioiy  in  Christy  a  more  suitable  service, 
a  better  and  nobler  priesthood^  and  a  covenant  full  of  spiri- 
tual bleasings,  inexpressibly  valnatle,  chap.  ii.  18. 

To  a  koUf  tempky  dug  out  of  the  same  quarry  of  nature, 
prepared  by  the  same  architect,  and  placed  together  upon 
the  same  foundation ;  when  separate  of  little  account,  but 
when  united,  and  fitly  firanied  together,  groweth  into  a  holy 
temple  in  the  Lord,  possessed  &i  stability,  symmetry,  and 
real  gmndeur,  chap.  it.  SO,  Si. 

To  a  grace  or  orehmfdy  which  havmg  the  Lord  for  its  plan- 
ter and  keeper,  by  its  moisture,  shade,  and  thickness,  causes 
the  trees  of  righteousness  to  strike  deeper  root  in  the  rich 
soil  of  Divine  love,  shoot  their  heads  towards  heaven,  bear- 
ing more  beautiftil  blossoms,  and  sheddinga  richer  fragrance 
l>y  their  union,  and  bearing  the  most  lovely  fruit  in  the  eyes 
of  Grod  and  man,  chap,  iik  17. 

To  the  beauty  and  harmony  of  the  human  frame.  Christ  is 
the  head,  and  by  him  the  ^'.  whole  body  is  fitly  joined  toge- 
ther, and  compacted  by  that  which  every  joint  supplieth,  ac- 
cording, to  the  efiectnal  working:  in  the  measure  of  every 
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part.*'  Tbifl  body  may  be  said  to  be  animated  by  one  w(m\ 
barings  one  common  hope,  one  Lord,  one  (kith,  one  baptism, 
one  God  and  Fatber;  and  all  its  members  are  judidoosly 
placed,  that  every  part  receives  the  help  necessary  for  the 
health  and  comfort  of  the  whole;  the*  Lord  having  so  be- 
stowed  his  ^ifts,  that  we  may  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the 
faith,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect 
man,  unto  the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ, 
chap.  iv.  16. 

And  to  an  army,  Christ  is  the  leader  and  commander  of 
these  spiritual  warriors.  They  wage  war  under  his  banner, 
and  are  armed  by  his  Spirit  in  armour  of  proof,  that  having 
won  the  day,  they  may  come  off  with  triumphant  joy.  War 
requires  watchfulness,  activity,  and  union,  and  as  tbej  are 
so  needful  to  secure  victory,  let  the  number  of  the  comba- 
tants  be  ever  so  large,  they  clearly  set  forth  to  us  the  nature 
arid  necessity  of  christian  fellowship. 

When  we  unite  ourselves  to  some  body  of  professing 
christians,  we  thereby  avoid  the  appearance  of  singnlwtf. 
Were  we  to  keep  to  ourselves  and  shun  their  fellowship,  it 
would  seem  as  though  we  were  too  wise,  or  too  good,  or, 
as  is  often  the  case,  too  bad  for  them,  or  had  something 
against  them ;  when,  upon  a  feir  view  of  things,  there  is  no- 
thing of  the  kind,  although  such  an  inference  might  easily 
be  drawn  from  this  supposed  distance.    We  must,  however, 
acknowledge  that  we  are  commanded  to  love  one  another, 
and  it  is  certainly  the  nature  of  love  to  attach  itself  to  the 
object  beloved.    There  is  an  uneasiness  in  being  deprived 
of  the  company  and  conversation  of  those  we  love.    Do  we 
not  delight  in  their  excellencies,  and  express  our  satisfection 
in  every  possible  way?    We  readily  sympathise  with  oor 
friends  in  their  trials  and  afflicting  griefe,  and,  administerin; 
to.  their  necessities,  think  ourselves  repaid  in  being  able  to 
please  or  serve  them.    Our  burdens  are  lig^btened  by  the  re* 
turn  of  such  like  attentions,  and  our  happiness  increased  by 
their  reciprocal  kindnesses.    Those  that  love  God  iriU  lo^^ 
Ms  children  also;  but  how  this  can  be  done  witboat  eoteriol 
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into  firilawsfaip  with  him  is  not  easily  conceired.  Thos^ 
that  keep  back  necessarily  deprive  themselves  of  the  plea- 
;8ttre  and  kind  offices  springing  from  religious  communion, 
which  1  doubt  not,  next  to  the  favour  of  God,  ought  to  be 
accounted  tjie  greatest  blessing  to  be  enjoyed  on  earth. 

This  fellowship  with  God^s  people  has  a  great  tendency 
to  separate  believers  from  the  spirit  of  the  world. — Many 
attend  a  spiritual  ministry,  and  yet  the  world  claims  them 
as  its  own,  because  they  profess  not  themselves  one  with  the 
people  of  God.  When  they  do  this  in  sincerity,  the  world 
soon  relinquishes  its  claims,  and  a  shyness  takes  place  which 
the  christian  considers  as  a  real  blessing.  The  farther  we  . 
are  removed  from  its  spirit  and  vanities  the  better.  ^^  Come 
out  from  among  them,  and  be  ye  separate,  saith  the  Lord, 
and  touch  not  the  unclean,  thing,  and  I  will  receive  you,  and 
ye  shall  be  my  sons  and  my  daughters,  saith  the  Lord  Al- 
mighty." Thus  it  appears  that  God  expects  that  we  should 
not  remain  neuter,  but  unite  with  his  children,  and  tlius  par- 
take of  his  fatherly  care  and  goodness. 

Such  persons  are  hereby  entitled  more  particularly  to  tlie 
Diviae  notice.-— We  find  that  in  days  of  old,  when  many  de- 
spised the  service  of  Grod,  an^he  workers  of  wickedness  were 
applauded,  that  ^^  those  that  feared  the  Lord  spake  often 
one  to  another,  and  the  Lord  hearkened  and  heard  it,  and  a 
book  of  remembrance  was  written  before  him  for  them  that 
feared  the  Lord,  and  that  thought  upon  his  name;  and  they 
shall  be  mine,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  in  that  day  when  I 
make  up  my  jewels;  and  I  will  spare  them  as  a  man  spareth 
\m  own  son  that  serveth  him."  And  why  did  they  adopt 
this  method  ?  Was  it  not  to  promote  their  personal  holiness, 
%o  ^orify  their  Gh>d,  and  stop  as  far  as  possible  the  torrent 
of  prevailing  iniquity  ?  And  how  pleasing  this  was  to  God, 
the  promise  sufficiently  shews ;  and  hence  we  may  see  the  ad- 
vantage of  christian  communion. 

Those  who  live  in  the  true  spirit  M  it  find  it  attended  with 
great  oonaolation. — ^The  pec^le  of  God  are  exposed  to  many 
temptatianaand  difficulties^  whose  tendency  is  to  damp  tbe^r 
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joy,  and  lessen  tbeir  spiritual  vigoor;.  they  may  sometimei 
.also  be  surrounded  by  distressing  fears  and  perpleiing 
thoughts;  and  though  it  is  acknowledged  that  secret  prayer, 
and  other  appointed  means,  may  bring  them  some  relief,  yet 
to  many  it  is  more  frequently  obtained  by  assqciating  with 
religious  persons.  These  having  the  same  conflicts,  and  ma- 
ny of  them  longer  experience  of  such  matters,  and  the  Lord*i 
method  of  deliverance,  are  of  essential  service  to  those  wiio 
are  greater  strangers  to  such  things.  *^  Behold,  bow  good 
and  how  pleasant  a  thing  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together 
in  unity.'*  It  is  like  the  precioutf  and  oderiferons  oiDtmeDt 
of  the  sanctuary,  and  as  the  fertilizing  and  refreshing  dew 
that  fell  upon  the  mountain  of  Zion ;  for  there  the  Lord 
.commanded  the  blessing  and  life  for  evermore.  The  truth 
of  these  words  ha^  been  proved  by  the  children  of  God  in  all 
.  ages. 

Christian  fellowship  is  also  a  great  blessing,  if  we  consider 
the  help  it  affords  in  restoring  the  fellen;  the  wisdom  that 
IS  hereby  instilled  into  the  simple  and  ignorant;  the  answen 
obtained  hereby  to  prayer;  the  force  of  example  in  those 
who  are  much  exposed  to  the  notice  of  the  world;  the  di9- 
interested  advice  which  may  be  given  in  difficult  cases;  the 
fear  it  spreads  among  jthe  ungodly ;  its  effect  in  ftovaotiBg 
perseverance;  is  the  means  of  rekindling  the  flame  of  lof^ 
in  such  as  are  ready  to  faint;  its  helps  in  breaking  the  snares 
of  the  devil;  its  tendency  to  promote  benevolent  designs; 
the  supports  it  affords  the  ministry ;  the  hope  it  prodooes  oi 
one  day  meeting  in  heaven;  the  advantages  it  presents  us 
.  with  from  religious  experience,  and  the  sublime  pleasures  it 
,  yields  from  solemn  and  joint  worship.  In  a  word,  whatever 
view  we  take  of  it,  it  every  where,  and  in  all  respects  wh«« 
it  is  judiciously  and  properly  attended  to,  and  its  genuios 
.  spirit  preserved,  is  highly  calculated  to  promote  universal 
holiness. 

ORDINANCES. 

Without  a  due  observance  of  these  we  caimot  gro^  '/* 
grace  and  conformity  to  the  Lprd  Jesus.    There  arsi  it  is 
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adniowledged,  those  persons  who  are  so  circumstanced  as ' 
to  render  an  attention  to  them  all  impractible.    Such  must 
observe  as  manj  of  them  as  they  cart,  while  those  who  are 
under  less  restraint  should  not  neglect  nor  overlook  anj  of 

them. 

1.  Privaie  devotion. — ^We  may  call  this  ordinance,  man  in 
converse  with  the  Deity.    Here  the  immortal  soul,  which 
must  one  day  appear  before  the  awful  throne  of  justice, 
stands  open  and  undisguised  before  the  throne  of  grace. 
Here,  secluded  from  the  world,  we  shew  our  gratitude  and 
sincerity,  by  worshipping  our  all-wise  and  blessed  Creator. 
Here  we  have  an  opportunity  of  confessing  our  sinq,  wan- 
derings, and  detractions  of  mind,  and  of  offering  the  tribute 
of  our  praise  for  his  numerous  fiivours.    Here  especially  we 
can  plead,  through  the  merits  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  the  pre- 
.ctous  promises  relating  to  our  full  salvation,  till  our  fiiith 
takes  hold  of  them  all,  and  makes  them  our  own.  Our  Lord, 
who  knew  well  the  value  of  this  ordinance,  using  it  frequently 
himself,  has  ^enjoined  the  observance  of  it,  and  by  way  of  en- 
couragement, annexed  to  it  a  gracious  promise:  <^When 
thou  prayest,  enter  into  thy  closet,  and  when  thou  hast  shut 
thy  door,  pray  to  thy  Father  which  is  in  secret;  and  thy  Fa- 
ther which  seeth  in  secret,  shall  reward  thee  openly."    To 
render  our  prayers  effectual,  we  should  pray  believingfy^ 
persuaded  that  he  is  both  able  and  willing  to  fulfil  our  re- 
€{ue&ts  when  we  ask  according«to  his  will — thankfully,  call- 
ing our  past  and  present  mercies  to  mind — devoutly ,  always 
remembering  the  infinite  perfections  of  him  we  approach — • 
judkunuly^  avoiding  trifling,  and  in  the  best  manner  we  are 
capable  of,  intreating  the  displays  of  his  mercy— ^erv^^/y, 
fully  bent  upon  having  every  promise  made  our  own,  that 
we  may  be  enabled  to  love  him  with  a  perfect  love — patiently , 
watting  befi^re  God,  and  guarding  against  vain  thoughts, 
wandering  desires,  and  perplexing  temptations,  till  the  ma- 
nifestations of  his  presence  and  favour  calm  our  spuls,  add 
wings  to  our  devotion,  inflame  our  hearts  with  holy  love, 
and  bring  us  that  iodescribable  sweetness  and  solemnity 
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wbiiih  ever  attelid  the  answers  of  prayer  in  such  ^8  Iralj 
tvait  upon  him — and  hnpoHunatelj/y  never  ceasiag  as  our  sea- 
sons for  prayer  occur,  till  the  Lord  has  fulfilled  in  us  all 
the  good  pleasure  of  his  will,  and  made  os  holy  as  he  is 
holyi 

2.  Reading  the  scripiure9.r^Th\^  is  another  great  help  to 
holiness.  The  Bible  carries  its  own  evidence  along  wHJI  it; 
and  he  that  studies  it  knost  will  find  its  excellencies  increas* 
ing  on  his  view.  If  we  had  not  been  commanded  to  seardi 
the  scriptures,  the  information  they  contain  would  have  been 
highly  gratifying,  and  attended  with  great  advantiiige* 

There  we  have  the  fullest  display  of  the  Divine  perfec- 
tions, the  economy  of  grace,  the  world  to  come,  and  what- 
ever is  most  interesting  to  roan. 

There  we  trace  the  characters  of  God^s  people  in  ancient 
times,  with  their  virtues  and  defects;  the  graces  for  which 
they  were  the  most  eminent,  and  the  dangerous  rocks  against 
which  some  of  them  struck;  and  learn  from  their  pious  ex- 
ample how  to  please  God,  and  from  their  defects,  to  dis- 
trust ourselves  and  rely  upon  the  Lord ;  and  thus,  by  a  stricter 
conformity  to  his  will,  to  glorify  him  the  more.  There  we 
may  trace  through  successive  ages,  the  power  and  providence 
of  God  towards  such  as  feared  his  name;  the  support  he 
afforded  them  in  trouble,  the  deliverances  wrroogfht  out  for 
them,  that  they  might  serve  him  in  truth  and  holiness,  and 
'  do  all  his  pleasure. 

In  that  sacred  volume  every  thing  is  plainly  laid  down  to 
guide  us  both  in  faith,  experience,  and  practice,  with  all  the 
consolatory  helps  afforded  us,  during  our  passage  through 
this  wilderness  to  the  heavenly  Canaan,  in  the  promises 
made  by  oiir  faithful  God,  and  registered  there  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  almighty  Promiser. 

In  tills  unsullied  mirror  we  may  view  and  examine  the 
true  state  of  our  souls,  the  nature  and  advantages  of  true 
jHety,  and  all  the 'motives  necessary  to  stimulate  us  to  the 
practice  of  universal  holiness.  There,  when  Viewed  by  a 
steady  &itb,  may  be  seen  the  distant  splendcH-s  ef  the  ever- 
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lasting  b^bitations  of  the  saints,  and  the  glories  that  are  in 
reserve  for  the  most  eminently  holy.  In  a  word,  ^^All 
scripture  is  given  bj  inspiration  of  God,  and  is  profitable 
for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  instruction  in  rig^teolisness, 
that  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfect,  thoroughly  famished 
unto  all  good  works." 

As,  however,  the.  mere  reading  of  the  scriptures  will  do 
very  little  for  any  man ;  to  understand  and  profit  by  what 
we  read,  it  will  be  well  to  remember  that  they  are  a  special 
directory  sent  from  God  to  instruct  us  in  all  things  pertaining 
to  our  complete  salvation;  we  ought,  therefore,  to  read  them 
with  prayer  and  greai  deUberation;  to  compare  one  part 
with  another,  and  find  out  their  general  agreement;  to  com* 
mit  to  mtmory  the  most  important  truths;  and  keep  apply- 
ing  to  ourselves  what  is  approved,  or  disapproved  of  in 
others,  that  we  may  avoid  the  evil  and  do  the  good. 

From  this  blessed  book  we  may  form  our  prayers,  our  an* 
thems,  our  meditations,  our  resolves  in  the  very  language 
inspired  by  the  Holy  Spirit  himself,  and  which,  therefore, 
cannot  but  be  acceptable  to  him.  Whatever  books  we  read, 
we  should  not  foi^t  the  Bibl^.  It  should  be  our  daily  com- 
panion, till  we  bring  forth  fruit  with  patience,  and  are  called 
to  our  eternal  reward. 

'  S.  AUendbig  on  the  nUnUiry  of  the  word. — ^As  it  pleases 
God  to  give  to  man  divers  talents  for  the  edification  of  his 
people,  and  has  made  what  men  may  term  '*  the  foolishness 
of  preaching*'  the  great  means  of  bringing  about  the  salva- 
tion of  innumerable  multitudes,  by  producing  fiiith  in  their 
souls,  and  has  by  the  same  means  confirmed  them  in  foith 
and  all  goodness:  it  is  well  for  all  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunities  aflforded  them  of  hearing  the  word  firom  the  lips 
of  his  servants,  that  they  may  thereby  be  more  fully  instruct- 
ed in  whatever  concerns  the  sanctification  of  their  nature. 
To  such  as  would  be  thus  assisted,  a  little  advice  may  be 
useful. 

Be  ihtmkfuL — Consider  well  before  you  leave  your  habi- 
tation where  you  are  going.    It  is  to  join  his  worshipping 
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anemblj  in  Iiis  holjieiiiple.  Take  then  the  ndviee  giren  long 
ngo  i  ^^  Keep  thj  foot  when  thou  goest  to  the  house  of  God, 
and  be  more  ready  to  hear  than  to  pve  the  sacrifice  of  fools/* 
When  there,  look  .through  the  preacher  and  his  manlier  op 
to  God,  and  expect  your  good,  not  so  much  from  what  is 
apoken,  aa  from  what  is  brought  home  to  the  heart  and  con- 
science by  the  Spirit  of  truth;  and  whatever  is  discovered 
that  ought  to  he  put  away,  put  it  away ;  whatef^er  ought  to 
be  pursued,  pursue  it;  and  whatever  ought  to  be  expected, 
expect  it;  thus  endeavouring  to  reduce  the  knowledge  you 
receive  to  practice.  Guard  against  a  wandering  eye  and  a 
wandering  heart.  These  are  hurtful  to  the  christian,  and 
render  his  public  services  not  so  acceptable  to  God,  nor  so 
beneficial  to  ourselves.  Beg  of  him  to  open  your  under-' 
atandings,  that  you  may  understand  his  word,  and  that  bis 
blessing  may  descend  on  all.  When  the  congregation  is 
dispersed,  endeavour 

To  reiain  andybfd  upon  what  you  have  beard. — Connder 
what  fresh  light  you  have  received  upon  any  subject;  whst 
new  convictions  have  been  felt  in  your  mind;  what  discove* 
rie^  you  have  had  into  the  mysteries  of  godliness;  what  de- 
aires  have  taken  place  after  righteousness ;  what  scriptures 
.bave  been  applied  to  your  case;  what  temptations  have  been 
broken;  and  what  resolutions  have  been  formed.  If  a  due 
attention  is  paid  to  these  things,  and  properly  acted  upon, 
the  word  cannot  foil  of  having  a  blessed  sanctifying  effeet 
upon  our  souls,  and  will  preserve  us  from  the  snares  laid  for 
our  feet  from  men  or  devils. 

MEDITATION,       . 

As  the  first  sincere  dedication  of  ourselves  to  God  srisei 
from  a  due  consideration  of  the  solemn  subjects  presented  to 
us  in  revealed  religion,  in  like  manner,  the  entire  sanctifies* 
tion  of  our  nature  is  greatly  promoted  by  the  same  mesns- 
A  real  christian  is  necessarily  more  or  less  a  contempl&ti^ 
chamcter^  and  without  it  would  forfeit  all  chiim  to  true  «v- 
dom.    It  is  this  that  determines  his  choice  of  the  most  ei- 
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cellent  things,  and  .fixes  in  his  mind  a  rooted  aversion  to  sin 
oferery  kind.  It  is  this  which  guards  him  against  lightness 
and  trifling,  and  keeps  him  from  grieving  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
God;  from  forgetftilness  of  past  mercies,  and  that  keeps  him 
from  a  variety  of  mistakes;  that  makes  htm  willing  to  take 
up  the  daily  cross,  and  to  stand  always  prepared  for  his  re* 
moval  to  another  state,  or  desirous  of  being  thus  preplired* 
Let  us  throw  these  subjects  into  a  form  of  meditation,  to  as- 
sist a  soul  that  is  thirsting  after  holiness  in  its  enci^vottrs 
to  obtain  that  inestimable  favour.    Meditate 

1.  On  the  besi  giJU, — ^  Jehovah,  God  of  love,  true  source 
of  all  grace  and  happiness,  how  great,  und^erved,and  numer- 
ous are  thy  gifts  to  man !  What  tongue  shall  express  their 
worth;  or  what  heart  conceive  their  importance?  Yet  how 
free,  how  precious  are  they  all!  .How  calculated  to  purify, 
exalt,  and  call  into  exercise  the  best  feelings  of  our  nature, 
and  dispose  us  to  the  performance  of  the  most  worthy  ac- 
tions 1  How  calculated  to  dismiss  our  fears,  and  engage  us 
in  thy  service ;  to  call  forth  our  ardent  desires,  and  to  for- 
tify our  minds  against  the  most  trying  occurrences!  And 
wUt  not  thou  who  bast  loaded  me  with  so  many  benefits^ 
add  this  to  all  the  rest,  a  clean  and  holy  heart  ? 

*  I  see  thy  infinite  compassion  in  the  gift  of  thy  beloved 
Bon,  whom  thou  didst  send  into  the  world,  that  he  nkight 
make  known  to  us  thy  will;  set  us  a  perfect  pattern  of  holi- 
ness ;  and  die,  to  piU  away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of  himself^ 
and  was  he  not  apprehended,  and  did  he  not  suffer  without 
the  gate  of  Jerusalem  that  he  migki  sanctify  iht  people  with 
his  own  blood ;  and  shall  i  not  look  for  that  blood  to  sanctify 
roe? 

^  Nor  am  I  less  indebted  to  thee,  gracious  Benefactor,  for 
thy  Uessed  Spirit,  which  thou  hast  sent  to  convince  the 
world  of  sin,  and  to  renew  us  after  thyself  in  holiness  and 
righteousness.  Did  he  not  in  the  generations  that  are  past, 
wash  and  sanctify  those  that  believed  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
JFesn»— «nd  are  sot  hit  influences,  his  gifts,  and  his  ofEcef 
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the  same  3    Cannot  my  soul  be  washed  bj  litm^  and  mods 
whiter  than  snow  ? 

*  Thou  hast  given  me  thy  word,  and  thy  doard  is  pure;  and 
does  not  thy  word  teachjoe  that  holiness  becometh  thy  house 
for  ever?  Does  it  not  present  me  with  the  most  hc^y  per- 
sons for  my  example,  that  I  may  follow  them  as  they  follow- 
ed their  Iiord?  Does  it  not  command  me  noi  to  touch  the 
unclean  thing,  and  to  cleanse  myself  from  ail  filtbinesa  of 
fles6  and  spirit,  that  I  may  perfect  holiness  in  thy  fear? 
And  does  it  not  abound  with  precious  promises,  that  by 
these  I  may  be  a  partaker  of  thy  nature;  and  is  not  thy  . 
nature  holy  ? 

<  Hast  thou  not  appointed  thine  ordinances  with  the  same 
design  t  Thou  hast  often  met  roe  in  them,  and  filled  my 
soul  with  serenity  and  joy.  Here  I  have  learnt  the  delight- 
ful lessons  of  thy  grace,  and  been  filled  with  admiration  at 
thy  patience  and  condescension.  Here  1  have  beheld  thy 
glories  by  the  eye  of  feith,  and  sunk  in  deep  abasement  at 
thy  feet;  and  here  I  have  seen  the  great  propitiatoty  sacri-  * 
fice,  till  my  heart  has  dissolved  in  gratitude  and  love.  And 
why  hast  thou  thus  comforted,  encouraged,  and  instructed 
me?  Was  it  not  that  I  might  be  indnced  to  give  up  all  thy 
rivals,  and  love  thee  with  a  pure  and  perfect  lovef 

<  Am  i  not,  O  Lord,  the  work  of  thy  hands?  Hkst.tfaoti 
not  feshioned  me,  aqd  laid  ibj  band  upon  me,  and  was  it 
not  that  I  shotild  resemble^  know,  and  love  thee  Sar  ever? 
Oh  let  me  do  it,  that  I  may  rejoice  in  thee,  and  celebrate 
thy  praise  i  Thou  art  my  kind  pfreserver.  Who  but  thy- 
self could  defend  me  in  this  world,  so  fall  of  dangers  fircMa 
day  to  day  ?  Shouldst  thou  refuse  me  thy  protection,  who 
could  keep  me  from  being  consumed  ?  Grikt  b  thy  mercy 
in  my  preservation,  and  the  supply  of  my  wants.  How  rick^ 
how  inexhaustible  thy  stores,  O  Lordl.  Millions  of  beings 
are  constantly  fed  by  thy  bounty,  and  numerous  as  they  ace 
I  am  not  forgotten— *thy  kindness  extends  to  me,  to  nmwortlgr 
*niet    Thy  goodness  surrounds  me,  it  crowns^  it  fidlovi  jdCi 
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and  knows  neither  end  nor  bounds.  And  shall  not  I  beall  that 
thou  requirest  me  to  be  ?  Thou  wouldst  have  nie  lift  up  mj 
longing  eyes  and  heart  to  thee,  and  expect  thy  promised 
fulness.  Thou  knowest  that  I  have  no  friend  like  thee,  and 
thlit  unless  thou  makest  thy  benefits  eternal,  I  am  undone* 
And  this  i  may  expect  from  thee;  for  thou  art  God,  and  not 
like  inconstant  and  feeble  man.  O,  my  Lord,  may  1  not  ex** 
pect,  where  thou  art  so  firee  to  give,  that  purity  which  ex-^ 
eludes  all  sin  whatever?  Have  1  not  taken  my  lot  with 
thy  people  ?  When  they  are  reproached,  do  I  not  bear  it ;' 
and  when  they  are  honoured,  do  I  not  feel  it  and  refoice  in 
it?  O  remember  me  then  with  the  &vour  thou  bearest 
them !  O  visit  me  with  thy  complete  salvation,  and  with 
thine  Israel,  redeem  me  from  all  iniqnUj/,^ 

2.  OfKihe  evil  of  sin. — ^  Holy  and  righteous  God,  in  whose 
night  the  heavens  are  not  pure,  and  who  ha&t  charged  angels 
with  folly,  I  feel  how  much  I  ought  to  preserve  in  my  mind 
a  rooted  aversion  to  sin  of  eveiy  kind.  1  know,  O  Lord,  that 
the' wilful  omission  of  known  duty,  or  the  commission  of  any 
sin,  can  neither  promote  my  happiness,  nor  thy  glory.  May 
I  not  expect  that  thou  wilt  tale  pleasure  in  fully  delivering 
me  (roim  that  which  is  so  great  an  evil  in  thy  sight?  That 
which  has  filled  the  creation  with  groans  and  sorrow,  and* 
spread  so  much  disorder  through  many  of  thy  works,  thou 
canst  not  tolerate  nor  approve  of;  thou  must  will  its  total  de« 
struction.  I  wait  then  to  prove  thy  M-iU  ou  me  in  destroy* 
ing  its  last  remains,  and  setting  my  soul  at  perfect  liberty. 

^  I  know,  O  Lord,  that  this  is  tie  fruitful  source  of  all 
our  disquietude,  discord,  and  afflictions,  and  if  we  have 
found,  in  yielding  to  it,  a  momentary  gratification,  it  has  af- 
terwards stung  like  an  adder.  It  was  this  which  banished 
us  from  thee  at  the  begianing ;  and  if  we  are  finally  banish'* 
ed  from  thy  presence,  we  must  ascribe  it  to  the  same  fetal 
cause.  If  wide  is  the  gate,  and  broad  is  the  way  that  lead- 
eth  to  destruction,  and  many  go  in  thereat,  it  is  owing  to 
thiis  gfeftt  evil :  and  are  not  thousands  upon  thousands  plung- 
ing themselves  into  this  dreadful  and  remediless  state  with- 

4  c 
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out  considering  their  inexpressiblj  awful  situation?  Oh^ 
may  I  be  warned,  and  look  to  him  who  was  manifested  to 
take  away  my  sinsy  till  he  has  finished  his  work  in  me! 

^  It  was  this  which  sullied  the  g^lory  of  thogo  angels  which 
kept  not  their  ilrst  estate,  which  destroyed  their  liberty, 
Uasted  all  their  joys,  and  filled  them  with  pain  and  restless- 
ness,  till  the  sentence  of  their  tremendous  Judge  shall  de- 
termine the  degrees  of  their  intolerable  and  everlasting  tor- 
ments! O,  my  Lord,  let  me  never  come  into  their  con- 
demnation, but  be  so  fully  born  of  thee  as  not  to  commit  siir, 
^nd  be  so  established  by '  thy  grace,  that  those  wicked  ones 
may  touch  me  not ! 

.  ^  What,  O  my  soul,  shouldst  thou  be  placed  in  such  circum- 
stances as  to  have  all  that  sin  can  give,  ahd  be  detained, 
here  ever  so  long  to  enjoy  it;  what  then,  if  it  must  end  in 
ruin  and  despair,  what  shall  I  have  gained?  O  let  the 
solemn  things  of  religion,  and  the  great  concerns  of  eternity, 
ever  influence  thy  choice  of'the  things  of  God  and  his  king- 
dom !  Let  thy  cheerfulness  be  sweetly  tempered  with  seri- 
ousness, that  it  may  not  degenerate  into  trifliog  and  levity. 
Let  it  be  thy  care  to  serve  the  Lord  in  fervency  of  spirit,  and 
in  all  humility  of  mind,  and  guard  against  that  which  would 
diminish  thy  peace  and  fill  thee  with  painful  reflections.  Ha- 
bituate thyself  to  the  same  pious  disposition  as  that  which 
thou  preservest  in  communion  with  thy  God  and  Father, 
and  thou  canst  no(  foil  of  growing  in  conformity  (o  bis  bless- 
ed will. 

*  I  acknowledge,  O  Lord,  that  I  Iiave  not  so  strictly  attend- 
ed to  these  things  as  I  ought  to  have  dope,  having  often 
grieved  thy  Spirit;  but,  Oh,  that  it  may  be  so  no  more !  May 
1  be  sealed  by  him  to  the  day  of  redemption;  and  the  more 
ha  does  for  me,  the  more  studious  may  I  be  to  please  him; 
observing  every  command,  and  attentive  to  every  duty.  If 
1  violate  the  law  of  love  through  indifl*erence  or  neglect,  if 
I  reject  his  grace,  or  misimprove  it,  1  know  it  must  displease 
him.  Oh  may  J,  therefore,  be  upon  my  guard  against  every 
improper  vord  or  temper,  that  bo  darkness  may  cover  my 
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mind,  or  take  off  mj  edg«  for  higher  attainments !  O  tlien 
assist  me  to  please  him^  that  he  may  bring  ecerj/  tlfoughi  of 
my  soul  into  obedience  to  Christ,  and  strengthen  me  to  give 
all  diligence^  that  I  may  add  to  my  faith  virtue,  and  to  vir« 
tue  knowledge,  and  to  knowledge  temperance,  and  to  tern- 
perance  patience,  and  to  patience  godlinees,  and  to  godliness 
brotherly  kinduess,  and  to  brotherly  kindness  charity :  and 
then  I  am  assured  that  he  will  not  fail  to  comfort,  strength- 
en, and  direct  me.* 

3.  On  past  mercies. — *  My  life,  O  Lord,  has  been  a  life  of 
many  mercies;  they  have  not  ceased  to  fbllpw  nie  all  my 
days,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  retain  a  grateful  sense  of  them  all. 
It  well  becomes  one  whom  thou  hast  loaded  with  so  many 
benefits,  to  acknowledge  the  obligations  under  which  thou 
hast  laid  him  to  be  thankful.  I  am  conscious  that  I  ought  to 
scatter  this  incense  with  a  liberal  hand  on  all  my  sacrifices. 
Whatever  favours  thou  hast  bestowed  should  be  returned 
thee  again  in  fervent  and  pious  strains  of  praise  and  thanks- 
giving. Even  in  my  severest  exercises,  while  fighting  thy 
battles  the  high  praises  of  thee,  my  God,  should  be  in  my 
mouth;  and  then  would  my  enemies  be  scattered,  and  all  their 
snares  would  be  completely  broken.  When  I  am  thankful  I 
am  safe  and  happy.  I  will  therefoi^  sing  praises  to  thee, 
my  King  and  my  God,  with  understanding  and  delight;  and 
thus  imitate  the  life  and  gratitude  of  angelic  beings. 

<  It  is  matter  of  great  thankfulness  th^t  I  have  soundness  of 
mind  and  understanding  to  contemplate  my  own  frame,  and 
to  know  that  tbou  hast  given  me  the  right  use  of  all  my 
senses,  powers,  and  facilities,  and  hast  so  continually  watch- 
ed over  me,  that  they  are  still  preserved.  When  1  consider 
the  weakness  and  helplessness  of  my  infancy,  my  absolute 
dependanee  upon  others,  the  rashness  and  ignorance  of  my 
childhood,  and  all  the  dangers  to  which  1  have  been  first  and 
last  exposed,  I  see,  O  Lord,  that  thy  hand  alone  hath  been 
my  defence,  and  that  without  thy  watchful  providence  I 
must  inevitably  have  perished.  And  shall  not  ^11  my  powers 
of  body  and  mind  be  consecrated  to  thee  ? 
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<  My  lot  was  not  cast  in  the  dark  and  heathenish  parts  of 
the  earth,  but  in  the  empire  of  Britain,  tlmt  favoured 
spot,  which  thou  hast  watched  over  with  such  care  and  kind- 
ness, till  thou  hast  raised  us  highest  in  tbf  scale  of  nations, 
if  not  in  number,  yet  in  privileges.  We  have  the  advan* 
tages  of  wholsome  laws,  good  government,  commerce,  liber- 
ty, and  defence ;  but  above  all,  the  gospel,  which  teaches  n» 
the  way  of  life  and  happiness,  and  guides  our  feet  to  walk 
therein.  These  are  great  favours,  and  sorely  thou  who  hast 
bestowed  them  so  freely,  wilt  not  withhold  any  good  thing 
from  them  that  walk  uprightly. 

^  And  let  me  not  overlook  that  great  goodness  which  has  so 
kindly  supplied  my  personal  wants  from  my  birth  to  this 
present  moment.  I  have  had  food  to  eat,  raiment  to  wear, 
health,  strength,  and  activity.  Thou  hast  defended  me  Gram 
dangers  and  death*  Thou  hast  added  cheeriulHess  of  mind 
to  thy  other  mercies ;  hast  given  me  thy  word,  andy  in  thy 
good  providence,  an  education  which  affords  me  the  means 
of  reading  it  to  my  edification  and  comfort.  Thou  hast  also 
|>lessed  me  with  friends,  and  many  domestic  comforts  suited 
to  my  wants  and  weakness  by  day  and  night.  And  dost  thou 
say,  Son,  give  me  thy  heart,  and  can  I  keep  it  back  ?  And 
wilt  thou  require  it  and  not  accept  it,  or  accept  and  not  pu* 
rify  it  ?  O  make  it  an  habitation  for  thyself  through  the 
Spirit,  and  fill  it  continually  with  thy  glory  t 

^  But  how  greats  O  Lord,  are  thy  spiritual  mercies !  I  once 
sat  in  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death,  but  by  thy  Spirit 
thou  didst  enlighten  and  quicken  me.  He  said,  Let  there  be 
light,  and  there  was  light — ^let  there  be  life,  and  I  was  rais* 
ed  from  a  death  in  sin  to  a  life  of  righteousness.  The  in* 
sensibility  of  my  heart  gave  place  to  the  genuine  fedings  of 
vital  Christianity,  and  the  power  of  religion  was  united  to 
(he  forni.  Afy  fears  were  first  alarmed,  that  I  might  fly  firom 
the  threatened  destruction ;  but,  soon  inspired  by  hope,  they 
^nd  tho  gloomy  clouds  of  despondency  arising  from  my 
temptations  were  removed  together.  Pardon^  peace,  and 
joy,  were  richly  imparted  to  me.    I  was  adopted  into  thy 


fiimily,  an4  re^kfid  i^  liQpe  of  tby  glory.  Tbius,  alter  all 
ngijr  rebellion,  thy  nercy  triuoipbed  agauyst  jodgOKBOt,  ^u4i  I 
am  tbe  liTiDg  to  praise  thee  a«  it  is  this  day. 
.  <  Nor  iB  tikis  ^ll,  w  hm  1  ta]^e  up  thy  book  and  read^  how  am 
1  encouraged  by  the  prpipjsQs  of  future  mercies,  whether 
prosperity  or  adversity  be  my  lot ;  irh]ether  sickness  pr  healthy 
life  or  death,  tim?  or  eternity,  a  provision  is  made  foi:  at) 
states  and  changos.  Oh,  how  shall  1  express  in  suQpient 
terms,  the  gre^itness  of  thy  lov^  t  O  give  me  the  holiness  thou 
bast  promised,  and  welcoo^  altl' 

.  4.  On  heaven* — ^  3oon  as  the  sooboftherightepiis  are  de- 
li verisd  from  thp  ^^  burden  oi  the  flesh,  they  are  in  joy  and 
felicity."  They  are  admitted  into  the  holy  of  holies,  and 
are  &r  removed  from  all  that  can  possibly  pollute  or  distress 
them  for  ever.  Thay  have  passed  their  probationary  state, 
and  all  thy  Divine  attributes  and  perfections,  O  my  God^ 
are  engaged  to  guarantee  their  safety  and  purity  I  They 
will  no  more  grieve  or  offend  thee.  Thy  pure  light  shining 
on  them,  and  the  discoveries  they  will  have  of  the  conse** 
quences  of  sin  in  others,  Ix^  angels  and  men,  will,  through 
^eir  Redeemer's  merit,  preserve  them  from  eve^  following 
their  example.  They  will  now  understand  more  p^*feclly 
than  ever  how  contrary  sin  is  to  thy  holy  nature,  and  re- 
member their  conflicts  with  it  while  struggling  with  the  fail- 
lows  of  time.  They  will  here  contemplate  with  increasing 
delight  his  love,  who  gave  himself  for  them,  that  he  might 
present  them  to  himself  without  spot  or  wrinkle,  gt  a^y  such 
thing,  and  his  tender  compassion  will  hind  them  to  himself 
in  the  bonds  of  endless  affection.  His  excellencies  will  more 
and  more  unfold  themselves  to  their  expanded  and  expand* 
ing  views  continually.  The  fulness  of  Urn  that  filleth  all 
things  can  never  be  exhausted,  and  will  be  proportioned  in 
Its  streams  to  the  growth  of  wisdom  and  goodness  in  hi« 
finite  but  glorified  creatures. 

^  There,  O  my  gracious  God,  thy  saints  are  placed  beyond 
the  reach  of  all  temptations.  Neither  Saton  nor  his  agenta* 
caa  distress  or  ensnare  them  more.    Their  nature  is  ccsn^ 
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pletely  tramfbrmed,  and  nothing  ean  induce  them  to  offend. 
They  have  oTercome,  and  remain  conqueron  for  ever. 
Blessed  and  desirable  state,  where  no  malicious  spirits,  no 
hypoeritical  or  persecnting  men  shall  ever  come  to  seduce 
or  lerrify-these  objects  of  thy  tender  mercy. 
'    ^  When  thou  hast  called  our  once  com^iMe  bodies  from 
the  dust,  and  made  them  spiritual  and  glorious  by  tby  pow- 
er, then  we  shall  no  more  be  enfeebled  by  sickness,  nor  ex- 
posed to  death.    We  shall  not  be  necessitated  to  foUow  anj 
dangerous,  fittiguing,  or  pernicious  employment,  nor  be  ex- 
posed to  the  least  internal  or  external  injury.    No  Laxams, 
cripfded  by  sores  or  ulcers,  is  heafd  to  mourn ;  nor  will  any 
of  the  daughters  of  Abraham  be  any  more  bound  by  Sa- 
tan for  years  together.    No  upright  Job  shall  be  beard  to 
exdttm  in  anguish,  Wearisome  days  and  nights  are  appoint- 
ed me.    Oh,  the  more  than  martyrdoms  some  of  tby  dear 
•ervants  have  undergone  from  lingering  and  painfiil  diseases! 
AH  ceases  at  last,  with  all  tears,  sighs,  and  groans  attendiagf' 
them.    The  heal-t«rending  cries  of  the  daughters  of  Ere  are 
past,  and  are  succeeded  by  everlasting  songs  of  joy,  and  aU 
the  sufferings  of  the  faithful  by  eternal  repose.    Happy  day, 
when  thy  saints  shall  bloom  in  immortal  health  and  vigour, 
and  never  be  rendered  incapable  of  performing  their  debght- 
ful  services,  and  never  lose  their  taste  for  celestial  pleasures. 
They  will  now  understand  fully  the  meaning  of  tbegracioas 
words  spoken  by  thy  servant.  Our  light  affliction,  wbich  is 
but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for  us  a  fiir  more  exceeding  and 
eternal  weight  of  glory.    It  might  be  difficult  for  them  to 
comprehend  how  a  seed  time  of  pain  should  produce  a  har- 
vest of  joy ;  but  thou  wilt  realize  it  to  them  at  last,  aod  dis- 
cover  to  their  grateful  and  astonished  souls  the  reason  of 
all  their  sufferings.    O  most  desirable  state,  where  sii^knesf 
never  impairs  the  health,  nor  pain  diminishes  the  strengtl^ 
beauty,  or  activity  of  any ;  and  where  no  afflictive  disp^' 
sation  shall  cool  the  ardour  of  our  affection,  blunt  the  edg« 
of  our  aeal,  hinder  the  exercises  of  our  worship,  or  ««P^^ 
from  the  company  of  those  we  love!    Where,  in  '   ' 
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'to  that'  voice  frt^m  the  throne^  Praiee  ye  our  God  all  hit 
tervantSy  and  je  that  fear  his  name  both  small  and  greatp 
unnumbered  multitudes  shall  give  thee  the  glory  that  is  dotf 
to  thj  name. 

^  Ohy  w ith  what  rapture  shall  irebehold  this  iiamt^nse  armj 
of  thj  redeemed,  brought  out  of  all  nations,  kindreds,  tongues 
and  people,  standing  before  thy  throne,  and  before  the  Lamb^ 
clothed  with  white  robes,  and  palms  in  their  hands,  crying 
salvation  to  our  God,  which  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and 
unto  the  Lamb;  while  aU  th^  angels  that  surround  the 
throne,  .the  elders,  and  the  living  treatures,  &11  before  thee^ 
on  their  &ees,  and  worship  thee,  saying,  Amen,  Uessing, 
and  glory,  and  wisdom,  and  thanksgiving,  and  honour,  and 
power,  and  .might,  be  unto  our  God  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

^  Think,  O  my  soul,  if,  while  thou  art  imprisoned  in  thta 
body  of  flesh  and  blood,  thou  canst  through  fiiith,  behold 
the  glory  of  God  in  the  &ce  of  Jesus  Christ,  what  must  bo 
thy  feelings  when  thou  shalt  see  him  face  to  fibce  on  his  glo;> 
rious  mountain,  and,  transported  with  the  blessed  vision, 
adore  and  praise  him  for  ever!  There  thou  shalt  partake 
of  as  much  felicity  in  bis  presence  as  thy  nature  is  capable  of  7 
and  from  the  sources  of  grace  and  wisdom  which  shall  thea* 
be  opened  to  thy  view,  thou  shalt  draw  forth  that  sweetness 
which  shall  constrain  thee  exuUingly  to  say,  as  the  astonish- 
ed disciple  once  said,  <<  Lord,  it  is  good  to  be  here."  Then 
thou  shalt  be  continually  under  the  sweet  influences  q{  the* 
eternal  Spirit,  and  richly  partake  of  all  his  celestial  graces. 
There  th6u  shalt  behold  tp  thy  great  joy  all  that  died  in  the 
Lord,  and  amongst  the  rest,  thy  spiritual  friends  and  ac«. 
quain^uices,  and  those  that  were  dear  to  thee  from  the  ten- 
derest  ties;  by  whose  prayers,  example,  advice,  and  sympa« 
thy,  thou  wast  helped  forward  in  thy  travels  to  these  un- 
clouded and  delightful  regions.  There  thou  shalt  see  the 
beauty  of  the  true  church  of  thy  Lord,  each  individual  per- 
haps sustaining  a  distinct  and  peculiar  character,  yet  all 
preserved  in  perfect  harmony  and  love.  Here  are  no 
iqpliiBaia^  no  wrangling  debates  coacemiug-  who  is  right  er 
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wbo  »  wrong.  Those  tbing«  atdde  fi^m  ignorance,  wUdi* 
in  tkb  happj  world  has  no  existenoe.  The  peculiar  bonoun 
of  each  will  rejoice  the  eyes,  and  gladden  the  souls  of  all  be- 
holders. The  shepherds  of  the  Lord's  flock,  with  him  at 
their  head,  will  see  of  the  travail  of  their  souls  and  be  satis* 
fied,  aild  behold  them  as  their  crewn  of  rejoicing  coati-* 
finally.  Pure  and  fenrent  love  will  reign  in  every  bosom, 
shine  in  every  countenance,  and  be  realized  in  eveiy  action. 
But,  Oh,  how  impossible  it  is  to  de8i;ribe*thi8  heavenly  scene! 
Strive,  p  my  soul,  so  to  live  to  Ood,  that  thou  majest  at 
last  know  it  thyself  by  thy  own  persotial  experience. 

^  Think,  O  my  soul,  on  these  great  and  glorious  benefits, 
and  above  all  on  the  perpetuity  of  their  neture  1  This  crowns 
all.  Thou  wilt  never  be  deprived  of  the  favour  or  presence 
of  thy  Grod.  Thy  joys  and  prospects  will  increase  for  ever. 
The  saints  will  be  thy  cverlaatirig  compatiions.  Love  and 
gratitude  will  ever  form  essential  parts  in  thy  character; 
knowledge  and  hbliness  will  remain  with  thee  continually, 
and  thy  happiness  will  be  as  durable  as  he  on  whom  that 
happiness  depends.  O  eternity,  how  desirable  art  thou  to 
the  real  christian,  who  can  request  and  be  satisfied  with 
nothing  less  than  endless  doration  to  express  bis  thanUbl- 
aess  to  the  deviser,  promoter,  and  perfeeter  <tf  his  salvation!* 

These  kinds  of  meditations  have  a  good  efi^t  in  promot- 
ing lioliiiess,  as  they  ntiee  the  sonl  above  the  vanities  of  the 
world,*  and  the  desires  of  its  sensual  companion  the  body; 
they  call  its  noblest  powers  into  excfrcise,  and  draw  forth  its 
most  ardent  desireii  afleir  all  that  will  prepare  it  for  the  pre- 
sence of  its  gloriMis  Redeemer,  and  deter  it  firora  forming 
any  league  with  sin,  or  loving  any  of  its  vile  practices. 

FAMILY  WORSHIP, 

It  is  a  most  desnrable  circumstance  that  om-  habitaiiona 
shbidd  be  consecrated  to  God,  and  become  the  nurseries  of 
genuine  piety,  and  of  all  that  is  promotive  c»f  the  best  in- 
teresta  of  man.    It  is  a  sad  thing  when  fiimilies  are  disposed' 
0t  ^9rf  tiling  but  devotion:  when  tfiey  can  drete,  visit. 
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gafne,  &c. ;  and  yet  neglect  to  meet  and  boir  tliettls^llr^O 
before  the  Lord  tbeir  Maker,  on  whom  tbey  depend  fotf 
the  supply  of  all  their  wants,  and  to  whom  alone  thcfjr  a¥tf 
indebted  for  every  favour  they  enjoy.  What  the  profAttt 
Jeremiah,  by  Divine  impulse  requested,  is  truly  alarmingfj 
(<  Pour  out  thy  fury  upon  the  Heathen  that  know  thee 
not,  and  upon  the  families  that  call  not  on  tfiy  nanie.^ 
From  which  words  we  may  gatbev,  that  thb  Lord  expects 
every  fkmily  profbseing^  his  religion,  to  hav^e  armongsC 
them  an  altar  for  his  spiritual  worship,  and  that  he  is  (tts-^  ^ 
pleased  With  those  fiimilies  which  have  it  not. 

As,  however,  1  intend  this  for  those  %rho,  X  take  it  fbr 
granted,  do,  without  some  insuperable  difflculty,  use  prayet* 
i»  their  families,  I  shall  confine  my  observations  to  such  per- 
sons, and  shew  in  what  way  it  may  best  pnAnote  their  eiitind^ 
sattctification.    The  first  direction  1  would  give  is^ 

Be  regular* — Some  &miices  are  peculiarly  circumstanced,' 
to  that  from  tiie  veiy  natureof  their  employments  and  affbira: 
they  cannot  be  so  regular  as  they  would;  and  there  are  manjT 
changes  and  ftuctuations  arising  fh>m  sickness  and  other* 
causes,  that  will  necessarily  prevent  at  various  times  the  re-* 
gulllrity  here  recommended;  it  may  therefbre  be  best  to* 
say.  Endeavour  to  be  as  regular  in  your  approaches  to  the* 
throne  of  grace  as  you  can.  Suffisr  not  fliivolous  matters  t» 
divert  your  attention,  and  after  a  while  it  will  not  only  be- 
come habitaal,  but  pleasant  to  you,  and  what  you  will  not 
relinquirii  on  any  account.  Holy  Daniel',  when  threatened 
to  be  thrown  to  the  hungry  lions,  if  he  continued  his  dailjr  , 
devotions  in  his  fiimily,  resolved  sooner  to  die  than  offend 
hifl  God;  and  he  in  whom  he  trusted,  blessed  and  preserved' 
his  frtthfui  servant.  <^His  windows  beitig  opened  in  his 
ohamber  toward  Jerusalem^  he  kneeled  upon  his  knees  three 
times  a  day,  and  prayed,  and  gave  thanks  before  hi^  God,  as 
h^  did  aferetime.'^  All  this  was  done  in  too  public  a  man- 
ner to  fab  called  prmde  demotion,  being  both  seen  and  he9a*d) 
it  appears  faj  his  bitter  a^d  persecuting  enemies.  What  a 
Won  fir  us  not  to  be  intimf^tiid  in  this  christSaa  duty  by 
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any  who  may  not  approve  of  it,  or  to  excuse  ourselves  in  the 
non-performance  of  it  on  account  of  extensile  concerns, 
and  perplexing  cares/ when  the  prime  minister  of  a  mighty 
empire  could  find  time  to  approadt  his  God  ^^  three  times  a 
day." 

Be  seatonabk. — Perhaps  the  most  seasonable  times  of  the 
day,  for  the  right  and  undisturbed  performance  of  tbb  duty, 
where  it  is  only  observed  twice,  are  the  morning  before 
^breakfast,  and  the  evening  before  supper,  because  then  the 
family  is  generally  collected  with  the  greatest  case,  and  in 
respect  to  evening, 'less  dull  and  sleepy  before  than  after 
aupper.  This  may  not,  however,  suit  every  one,  and  where 
it  does  not,  it  ought  not  on  that  account  to  be  neglected ; 
but  the  most  proper  seasons  should  be  judiciously  chosen 
and  improved.  If  it  is  God  that  appoints  the  various  orderi 
and  circumstances  of  men,  and  sees  that  all  cannot  act  the 
same  part,  or  at  the  same  time,  he  will  certainly  accept  the 
services  of  those  that  are  sincere,  whenever  those  serviee* 
can  be  best  rendered  him,  or  prove  most  convenient  to  our- 
selves^  It  is  probably  on  this  account  that  no  particular 
tames  are  appointed  when  we  shall  approach  him,  bnte?ery 
one  is  left  to  choose  those  seasons  in  which  he  can  with  less 
distraction  and  more  fervour  draw  near  to  God  in  his  own 

* 

behalf,  and  in  behalf  of  those  committed  to  his  oare. 

Be  concise. — ^That  is,  do  not  adopt  any  method  that  » 
long  and  wearisome  in  itself.  What  is  burdensome,  is  noi 
likely  to  be  profitable,  or  to  spiritualise  the  affections  of  the 
if)ul.  Perhaps  the  following  method  may  be  pursued  with 
advantage  to  ourselves  and  othmv.  Read  a  psalm  or  a 
chapter  from  the  Old-Testament  at  morning  prayer,  and  ode 
from  the  New  91  the  evening;  and,  where  there  are  voices 
for  it,  and  opportunity,  sing  a  hymn.  Then  let  the  ifltf* 
ter  of  the  fiimily,  or  some  one  appointed  by  him,  ei^ 
pray  extemporary,  if  he  have  gifts,  which  is  the  most  excel' 
lent  M-ay,  or  devoutly  read  a  form  expressive  of  the  «t«** 
and  wants  of  the  pensons  assembled.  Let  him  draw  near  id 
l^mble  confidence,  acknowledging  the  Divine  perfictio>% 
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and  the  equity  of  his-goTernitteiit.  Let  bim  praise  htm  for 
all  the  great  and  glorious  things  revealed  or  done  by  him 
through  succesrive  ages^  and  thank  him  sincerely  for  all 
hia  mercies.  Let  him  confess  with  humility  of  mind,  in  ge- 
neral terms,  the  sins  they  may  at  any  time  have  committed, 
as  Job  18  said  to  have  done  for  his  children,  and  ask  and  ex- 
pect fbrgiveness  through  the  infinite  merit  of  the  Lord  Je- 
«U8.  Let  him  ask  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  purify  all 
their  natures,  and  all  those  temporal  supplies  that  will  best 
answer  their  aituation  in  the  world,  and  commit  himself  and 
them  into  his  hands,  that  they  may  be  kept  from  evil,  and 
finally  brought  to  his  eternal  joy.  These,  and  such  like 
petitions,  offered  in  simplicity  and  fkith  to  Grod,  will  not  fail 
to  brbig  down  his  blessing  upon  them  all. 

Be  cansiani. — ^Having  seen  the  necessity  and  advantages  of 
this  itethod,  endeavour  to  observe  it  carefully.  Make  it  a 
matter  of  conscience  thus  daily,  if  possible,  to  approach  your 
God.  Let  no  visitors,  no  persons  of  different  sentiments, 
DO  fear  of  any  man,  nor  any  consequences,  divert  you  from 
your  purpose.  In  your  business  and  concerns  for  the  day, 
always  consider  this  as  an  important  part ;  and  let  all  under 
your  influence  and  authority  be  taught  to  look  upon  it  aS 
such.  If  any  thing  of  an  unpleasant  nature  has  occurred, 
any  reproof  been  necessary,  any  misunderstandings  taken 
place,  or  any  unlpvdy  temper  discovered  itself;  let  not 
prayer  be  omitted  on  that  account,  but  rather  confess  it  to 
the  Lord,  and  beg  of  him  mercy  for  the  past,  and  grace  t6 
help  in  time  to  come.  If  you  should  not  always  find  the 
same  sweetness  and  liberty  in  drawing  near  to  him,  that 
must  not  discourage  you,  as  there  may  be  much  temptation 
in  it,  and  by  perseverance,  you  will  take  the  same  pleasure 
in  it  as  before. 

B6  spiriiual. — "  God  is  a  8pirit,  and  they  that  worshi|i 
him  must  worship  him  in  spirit  and  in  truth."  Mere  forma-* 
lity  is  neither  acceptable  to  him,  nor  profitable  to  ourselves.' 
We  must  therefore  guard  against  it^  and  against  all  wander- 
ings and  distractions  also.    The  Lcnrd  looks  upon  the  heart  i 


• 

4»  rpqtiir?8  truth  md  suioeiMy  tiicj|e,  and  wMmit  due'  n- 
4f9jrd  to  thefi^  ikillgSy  we  ate  Aii4ev«ii(  afld  t^jfocritical  wor- 
8l|ipiper%  He  Ihf^t  woWWl  worefaip  God  is  tlw  Spirit  mint 
XQgvilate  bis  daaires  aoeorditig  toWs  witt^and  shoddlie  oiiv 
inp  his  petiUpn^i  ii(ken  saiCable,  m  Hie  ex{ires8  wotds  d 
^riptore,  lit  WQuW  be  altogetber  the  better;  hnk  eipeeiattf 
Jie  should  be  cmrdbl  lo  lieep  a  pare  eoiMeieaceieivtidB  Ckd 
and  mao,  and  live  under  the  aiietolings  of  the  liofy  One. 
And  it  9bouid  be^his  cofttiaua)  aim  to  seA  the  gkrf  of  God, 
ivh^^her  the  fevoara  refUBsttd  foe  tenpoiml  «r  spiritwl)  or 
iwbatever  kind  of  praise  or  gmtitade  we  otffier  hioi* 
.  fie  ^r^l. — We  are  .eoniiawadad  4»  piaf  ifor  aS  nmk; 
for  kkfg^^  aixd  «U  that  *re  in  mikm^;  fcr  eneaiies^  and  fcr 
them  which  despit^efullj  use  us  and  peraeoute  as;  apd  tbei 
purely  for  our  frieads,  and  all  that  are  near  us  iatht  iksb, 
that  thej  may  be  near  us  in  the  ijord.  When  oor  hesrti 
thus  expand  to  all  our  fi»Uo.w  creatures,  we  cannot  idjw 
them,  we  cannot  wish  them  evil;  hat,  on  the  contraiy^fo^ 
of  every  kind ;  which  eanaot  haTe  aaj  other  tban  a  fpU 
effect  vpw  our  own  auads*  This  is  a  moet  dasifvUe  ^ 
iaf  mind;  and  though  after  aU,  there  aaaj  ha  those  wko  wfli 
despi^  both  us  and  our  principles,  yet  they  never  can  se* 
prive  us  of  die  pleasure  q>ringing  from  such  henevokaee') 
^nd  oiv  ierv?yn(t  desiires  for  the  good  of  all  are  so  fully  in  tki 
spirit  af  anfeigeed  piety,  that  they  aie,  and  mast  be,  ev^ 
acoepUhW  in  the  fight  q(  hkn  who  is,  jnd  ever  wiU  1^9  ^ 
jGod  of  Jov'O. 

Be  zc0Ubf¥fl.—UfiTk  tiie  effect  produced  10  drawtag  aear 
to  God  in  this  duty,  and  endeavour  to  preserve  the  «afli« 
y&tnte  of  niin^)  t^l  you  are  again  eajled  to  appear  m  tke  p^^ 
aence  of  you^-  God  and  father.  Here  youaiab^"****^ 
continue  to  walk  in  the  same  spirit ;  you  foigive  ^n^^ 
^fiend  you,  do  so  when  you  are  no  Icmger  on  yoar  k^ 
Here  you  bewail  yoij^r  ain  and  folly,  take  heed  and  efto"  ^ 
more;  you  here  profess  |o  sympatUae  with  soch  as  if® 

distress,  let  your  carriage  towards  them  be  such  •*7^^L 
cuipstances  properly  afford^  and  then  your  souls  wiM  ^ 


hAma,  but  mU  he  filled  mth  ^-the  finuts  of  righteoumess^ 
.vUeh  ape  bjr  Jeaue  Chiiit  to.  the  gloiy  and  praise  of  God." 
This  ws^^^hliil  elate  of  mand  wiil:  prepare  yov  fer  these  and 
Sat  other  aseaas  of  gnce^  which  would  swdl  this  work  to 
tpo  grapt  ft  w^  aod  which  I  ahall  (hercfore  onljr  meation, 
aod  pass  gip»  B^ch  as  (he  Lwd's  aanper,  Wsiting  the  sick, 
reliefieg  ilh^  necessitoiiSy  fiiiting^  or  ahetinence,  on  particu* 
^r  e^qasieiBs,  Sst* :  all  IhoM,  like  the  farmer,  when  dolj  at- 
tei)^  Aoy.pvoduee  the  saaie  beneficttl  eflbet,  and  in  the  vefj 
nature  of  things  increase  holiness  in  all  that  use  them  ari 
and  kadthe  said  iatalUl  coDfbrmit3r  to  the  will  of  God^ 
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REMARKS. 

It  has  been  hioled  already  that  there  are  thoee  who  consider 
thia  slate  of  miad  as  hoth  uascriptural  end  impracticable, 
though  perhaps  there  are  none  who  nte  led  bj  die  Spirit  of 
God,  bat  who  admit  that  believers  may  and  ought  to  grow 
in  graee  as  long  as  thej  renmin  in  the  body.  Not  that  they 
are  miiform  in  their  «?iew8;  for  th^  greatly  differ.  They 
amy  indeed  i^rse  to  call  it  gradual  mnct^kationj  which  is 
true  in  part,  bat  not  wholly  so,  as  shall  be  shewn  hereafter. 
Now,  should  they  agpse  to  call  what  they  term  growing  in 
grace  by  this  name,  the  ideas  attached  to  it  are  so  widely 
diftrea^  that  it  is  cUfiicnlt  to  understand  their  meaning. 

Some  seem  to  convey  the  idea  that  sin  in  a  believer  is 
lake  die  roots  of  a  tree,  and  that  the  Lord^s  method  is  gra« 
dually  to  loosen  the  soil,  and  to  cut  off,  or  pull  up  the  feogs, 
at  suecesaive  peripd%  till  the  whole  is  separated  firom  their 
sods* 
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Others  speak  as  thbugfi  their  eouls  prew  and  vegetated 
gularly  and  infsensiblj  as  a  plant ;  and  some  of  their  declaral- 
tions  suppose  that  neither  the  ^^  sin  that  dwelleth  in  them," 
nor  any  other  cause  whatever,  can  impede  their  growth. 

Again,  there  are  individuals  who  speak  of  the  influeaoe  of 

grace  as  a  divine  .seed  sown  in  their  hearts,  to  increase  and 

expand  itself  according  to  that  degree  of  atttetion  whidi 

they  and  the  Divine  Ilnsbandman  are  pleased  to  pay  to  it, 

till  all  the  fruits  of  righteousness  are  fimnd  and  perfected  in 

them. 
There  are  others  ipho  appear  to  expect  snefa  a  suoeeaaioK 

of  smaller  blessings  as  shall  in  time  incr^ase^.  as  it'were^  to 

a  flood,  large  enough  to  break  down  all  the  banks  of  sin, 

and  wash  the  soul  from- all  iterdefilefnents. 

Many  such  similes  are  adopted,  to  set .  fiMih  a  growth  in 
grace;  but,  without  attempting  either  tojiistify  or  cenaore 
these  modes  of  expression,  whether  as  applied  to  a.decajt  of 
sin  or  a  growth  in  holing,  it  is  sufficiently  clear  that  the 
using  of  them  in  too  literal  a  sense  tends  more  to  confuse 
and  perplex,  than  to  explain  or  ro^ke  known  their  proper 
meaning,  either  to  our  own  satisfaction  or  that  of  others. 

It  is  true  the  scripture  abounds  with  such  like. figures^ 
especially  when  speaking  of  what  relates  to  the  increase  of 
Cnrist's  government  on  earth ;  hut  must  they  be  adopted 
without  the  least  restriction,  or  shall  the  growth  of  an  iai* 
mortal  spirit  in  holiness  be  absolutely  restricted  to  the  pro- 
gressive life  of  a  vegetable  ?  If  this  .blessing  must  be  se-. 
ceived  in  conformity,  for  instance,  to  the  growth  of  con, 
there  can  be  no  material  objection  to  it, .  provided  with  the 
manner  we  may  also  have  the  time  ;  and  why  not  ?  Only  let. 
it  be  allowed  that  Goid  can  and  does  in  general,  where  it  ia. 
sought  for  aright,  cleanse  his  people's  hearts,  and  fit  theaij 
Ibr  his  service,  in  as  few  months  only  as  are  required  to  ri« 
pen  and  perfect  corn ;  and  I  know  not  why  it  should  not  be 
rcc^ved.  And  yet  there  is  a  sense  in  which  this  must  he. 
objected  to ;  for  when  the  corn  is  ripe,  and  has  attaiped  to  a. 
certain  pointy  it  can  proceed  no  farther,  whereas  the  soul  ot 
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liian  niajr  increase  in  the  knowledge  and  love  of  God  for 

ever. 

Bttt  while  the  propriety  of  adopting  these  similitudes,  with 
proper  restrictions,  is  admitted,  to  set  forth  what  is  gradual 
in  sanctiiication,  there  are  others  employed  to  illustrate  the 
same  blessing,  whose  operations  are  much  more  sudden ; 
as  stripfnng  off  filthy  garments,  and  putting  on  change  of 
raiment:  *^  Take  away  the  filthy  garments  from  him."  And 
then  it  is  added,  ^^  I  have  caused  thine  iniquity  to  pass  from 
thee,  and  I  will  clothe  thee  with  change  of  raiment,"  Zech. 
iti.  4«  ^'  Put  off  the  old  man,  which  is  corrupt,  according  to 
the  deceitful  lusts ;  and  be  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  your 
mind ;  and  that  ye  put  on  the  new  man,  which,  after  God, 
is  created  in  righteousness  and  true  holiness,"  Ephes.iv. 
92 — ^25.  By  purification  firom  ceremonial  defilement :  ^^  Then 
wiU  I  sprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye  shall  be  clean  : 
firom  all  your  filthiness,  and  from  all  your  idols  will  I  cleanse 
you,"  Essek.  xxxvi.  S3.  ^' Take  the  Levites  from  among  the 
children  of  Israel,  and  cleanse  them.  And  thus  shalt  thou  do 
unto  them  to  cleanse  them:  Sprinkle  water  of  purifying  upon 
them,  and  let  them  shave  all  their  flesh,  and  let  them  wash 
their  clothes,  and  so  make  themselves  clean,"  Num.  viii.  6, 7. 
As  the  refining  of  gold  and  silver  firom  their  dross  by  fire^ 
and  the  washing  of  cloth,  Mai.  iii.  9,  3.  Hence  mo  should 
be  cautions  in  the  application  of  scriptural  metaphors  to  the 
divine  life  in  believers. 

As  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  always  acts  worthy  of  himself,' 
we  should  take  great  care  not  to  limit  him,  as  it  respects 
either  his  power  or  the  quickness  of  its  operations^    If  ha' 
speaks,  it  is  done.    If  he  commands,  it  stands  fiist;  produc- 
ing those  effects  in  the  mind  which  prepare  it  for  doing  his 
will  with  all  its  ransomed  powers.   Look  at  the  dying  thief: 
he  longed  for  heaven :  and  Jesus  said,  ^^  To-day  shalt  thou 
be  with  me  in  Paradise."    And  who  doubts  the  preparation 
of  his  soul  fi>r  it,  or  his  actual  possession  of  a  place  in  the 
promised  inheritance  ? 
:  I  have  been  rather  more  particular  in  this  matter,  because 
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of  its  impdrtance,  and  if  poseiUe,  to  get  sMiie  Ae  ftlse  ootioB 
of  growth  in  those  that  are  declining;  for  there  are  too  manj 
who  profiesB  to  grow  in  grace  who  in  realttj  do  hot,  tfaa<  is, 
their  lore,  zeal,  ^titnde,  and  joj,  are  no  greater,  monAs  or 
jears  after,  than  th^  were  at  their  coBTersion,  and,  in  bu« 
merons  instances,  not  so  great.  Now  whatever  refreshings 
thej  have  received  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  though  it 
manifests  his  compassion,  it  discovers  their  oniaithAiiness.' 
This  instability  prevents  their  progress  in  hirfiness  and  con- 
fomitj  to  God.  To  oonqner  and  be  conquered  by  their  in- 
ward corruptions  alternately,  if  it  does  not  allow  ns  to  say 
that  there  is  no  grace,  it  leads^  us  to  believe  that  it  is  veiy 
feeble.  A  man  is  not  blamable  for  bemg  bom  with  bad 
tempers,  but  far  giving  way  to  them,  especially  in  frivolous 
cases,  because  it  priacipally  arises  from  unwatchfiilness,  and 
neglect  ef  requestuig  Divine  aid  in  the  uMment  of  tempCa* 
tion.  Sach  are  perpetuaUy  throwing  hinderanees  in  their 
own  way,  and  darkening  thieir  prospects  of  entire  sanctifica- 
tton.  What,  shall  the  warmth  of  our  tempers,  the  pride  of 
our  hearts,  the  lightness  and  trifling  of  our  lives,  gsia  ground 
upon  us,  and  shall  we  say,  because  we  are  now  and  then  fli« 
voured  with  sensible  comfort,  tiiat  we  are  growing  in  grace? 
Are  such  likely  to  attain  the  summit  of  christian-  hoKness, 
love?  Or  sink  into  its  depth,  humility?  It  is  a  mehncho- 
ly  truth,  and  no  breach  of  christian  charity,  to  say,  that  some 
who  have  been  professors  of  religion  for  many  years,  have 
less  inclination  to  be  thlis  holy,  are  niofc«  easily  irritaled  and 
offended,  are  less  serious  and  heavenly  minded,  and  albid 
less  probability  of  being  wholly  given  to  God,  timn  those 
who  are  but  newly  converted  to  him. 

There  is,  therefore,  no  impropriety  in  saying  that  it  is 
both  gradual  and  instanUmeous;  that  is,  it  is  gradual,  when 
we  speak  of  a  due  prepamtion  of  mind  for  its  ne^ption,  and 
in  the  improvement  of  it  after  it  is  received.  It  is  instanta^ 
nedus,  if  we  speak  of  the  destmction  of  the  baJfy  ^fnn^  by 
the  puriQ^ing  fire  or  powerful  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost* 
With  respect. to  what  is  gmdmdin  theptepaimliott  for  it,  Wo 
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.  mtfj  observe,  that  those  who  would  enter  into  this  glorious 
liberty,  must  not  only  be  convinced  that  such  a  state  of  grace 
is  attainable,  but  must  also  be  made  sensible  of  the  ab- 
solute need  of  it,  without  which  they  are  not  likely  to  seek 
this  great  salvation. 

Thej  must  also  see  it  as  a  special  gift  of  God,  and  one  of 
the  greatest  privileges  they  can  possibly  enjoy.  They  that 
do  not  consider  it  in  this  light,  are  but  little  prepared  to  re« 
ceive  so  great  a  favour.  ^*  A  full  soul  loatheth  an  honey- 
comb, but  to  the  hungry  soul  every  bitter  thing  is  sweet.'* 

They  must  beware  of  backsliding,  even  in  heart ;  for  such, 
if  they  are  any  way  prepared  for  the  Lord,  are  only  prepar- 
ed to  have  their  backslidings  healed  :  and  no  one  ought  to 
think  that  this  is  the  true  conviction  of  the  Spirit  for  inbred 
sin.  The  best  way  to  be  convinced  of  our  want  of  greater 
conformity  to  our  Lord's  image,  is  to  follow  increasing  light, 
as  much  as  possible;  and  such  will  soon  discover  the  trtie 
state  of  their  souls  without  backsliding. 

Again,  As  a  person  about  to  build,  wisely  removes  the 
rubbish,  and  digs  a  proper  foundation ;  so  he  that  would  be 

.  built  up  on  his  most  holj  faith,  in  the  fulness  of  christian 
love^  must  take  up  his  cross,  deny  himself  of  every  sin,  cast 
aside  every  weight,  give  up  every  idol,  renounce  every  false 
maxim,  forego  trifling  and  lightness,  check  every  foolish  aiid 
hurtful  desire;  in  a  word,  be  willing  to  make  a  sacrifice  to 
the  Lord  of  every  thing  offensive  in  his  sight. 
He  must  also  request  the  Lord,  in  earnest  and  importu- 

.  nate  prayer,  both  in  secret  and  among  them  that  call  upon 
his  name  out  of  a  pure  heart,  that  he  would  most  graciously 
cleanse  his  Heart  from  all  unrighteousness;  bring  in  the 
mind  of  Christ,  and  save  him  to  the  uttermost,  according  to 
the  eflfectual  working  of  his  mighty  power. 

He  should  also  seek  to  converse  with  those  who  have 
cea9ed  from  the  works  of  sin,  and  have  entered  into  this  rest. 
They  will  strengthen  and  encourage  him  by  their  united 

.  testimonies,  that  the  blood  of  Christ  so  cleanseth  from  all 

.  sin,  that  it  can  wash  his  nature  white  as  snow :  on  the  other 

4  B     ■ 
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hand,  he  should  shun  the  company  of  fklse  ftpies  who  |>rin^ 
up  an  evil  report  of  the  good  land,  and  make  a  jest  of  god- 
liness, lie  who  despisetb,  despiseth  not  man,  but  God,  who 
hath  promised  to  give  the  Holj  Spirit  to  them  that  ask  him. 

Again,  As  the  great  adversary  of  marikind  is  ever  striving 
to  prevent  the  progress  of  holiness;  he  who  prepares  his 
mind  to  walk  with  God,  and  get  the  testimony  that  he  plea- 
ses him,  must  not  be  discouraged,  though  he  fell  into  divefs 
temptations,  neither  should  this  sink  his  expectsition ;  for 
when  the  enemy  comes  in  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of  the  I^ord 
will  lift  up  a  standard  against  his  foes,  and  save  him  n  ith  a 
mighty  arm. 

And  as  he  well  knows  in  how  many  ways  he  has  offended 
the  Lord,  and  come  short  of  his  glory,  and  shrunk  in  the  time 
of  trial,  he  roust  make  humble  confession  before  the  Lord, 
and  this  must  be  one  of  his  pleas  for  being  endued  with 
greater  power  from  on  high ;  and  the  more  earnestly  we 
long  for  this  unspeakable  blessing,  the  more  swiftly  does 
this  preparation  increase.  It  promotes  watchfulness  against 
all  occasions  of  outward  sin,  and  resolution  to  suppress  every 
inward  propensity  to  that  which  is  evil.  It  draws  forth  our 
desires  after  God,  and  the  more  these  increase,  the  more 
spiritual  and  heavenly  minded  we  become.  Our  knowledge 
of  Divine  things,  and  expectation  of  attainment,  like  the 
opening  buds  of  spring,  rapidly  expatid  themselves.  The 
great  and  precious  promises  discover  their  fulness,  and  to 
tlie  soul  thus  longing  for  the  influence  of  grace,  as  the  thirsty 
hart  for  the  water  springs,  (he  Lord  never  fails  to  make 
known  his  great  salvation. 

In  speaking  thus  I  do  not  mean  that  he  always  works  in 
the  same  manner.  It  is  his  pleasure  to  v&ry  his  method  in  dif- 
ferent  persons.  Some  have  been  suddenly  convinced  of  re- 
maining impurities,  and  have  been  as  deeply  distressed  for 
the  want  of  conformity  to  their  Living  Head,  tts  they  were 
when  oppressed  with  the  guilt  of  their  actual  trimsgresslons, 
and  on  earnest  application  to  the  throne  of  grbce,  have  been 
as  suddenly  delivered.     With   him   all  things  are  pos- 
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Bible ;  and  who  is  bold  enough  to  say  to  him,  What  doest 
thou  ? 

When  this  entire  circumcision  of  the  heart  has  taken  place, 
and  the  ^^  superfluity  of  naughtiness^'  is  cut  oft*  both  root  and 
branch,  and  every  inclination  to  evil  is  destroyed,  then 
(provided  we  follow  on  to  know  the  Lord)  there  will  be 
lasting^  Ttsiblej  solid^  and  undecat/ing  growth  indeed.  Un- 
belief and  its  attendants  (those  briers  and  thorns  of  the  soul) 
being  removed,  the  graces  of  the  Spirit,  those  plants  of  righ- 
teousness, meeting  no  longer  ^with  so  many  obstructions,* 
rear  their  heads  towards  heaveii,  and  spread  their  fruitful 
branches  on  every  side. 

Thus  it  may  be  called  gradual ;  but  to  say  that  our  hearts 
are  so  gradually  purified,  that  there  is  nothing  instantaneous 
in  the  matter,  is  far  from  being  scriptural.  Indeed  these 
objectors,  if  they  believe  such  a  work  necessary  at  all, 
must  acknowledge  that  we  must  be  entirely  sanctified  before^ 
iuj  or  after  death.  If  before  death — when — ^how?  If  in 
death,  is  not  that  instantaneous  ?  And  must  they  not  on 
that  hypothesis  say,  that  if  death  be  instantaneous,  the  de- 
struction of  sin  must  he  so  too  ? 

But  if  the  destruction  of  the  remains  of  sin  in  death  is  so 
sudden,  who  is  it  that  destroys  sin?  Is  i(  death,  oris  it 
God?  Death  it  cannot  be,  because  death  is  the  consequence 
of  sin;  and  can  the  effect  destroy  the  ca.use?  Besides,  if 
death  destroys  sin,'  what  need  of  a  Saviour  ?  Oh,  but  Christ 
pardons  sin,  gives  grace,  and  restrains  sin,  and  then  death 
finishes  the  work  by  cleansing  the  soul  in  a  moment!  Then 
Christ  is  not  a  perfect  Saviour,  if  he  cannot  finish  his  puri* 
fying  work  without  calling  in  the  aid  of  death.  What  is 
death  ?  We  may  indulge  ourselves  in  fiinciful  representa* 
tions  as  we  please;  but  is  it  more  or  less  than  the  separation 
of  the  mortal  and  immortal  parts  of  man?  And  is  division 
purification?  Again,  if  death  is  thus  to  purify  us,  who  has 
told  us  so,  and  where  is  it  written  ?  It  is  not  in  the  Bjblc^ 
or  we  must  have  seen  it.  We  find  it  written'there  that  not 
death,  but  the  blood  of  Christ,  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin. 
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Wei],  but  we  suppose  it  is  done  in  death!  So  then  are  we 
to  leave  the  pure  word  of  God,  to  build  our  hopes  upon  a 
supposition  ?  But  why  is  it  supposed  ?  Has  any  one  come 
back  from  the  dead  to  inform  them  ?  I  suppose  not.  If^ 
therefore,  we  are  cleansed  at  all,  it  inust  be  the  gift  of  God, 
and  if  it  is  his  gift  or  work,  neither  trouble,  sickness,  nor 
death,  have  any  hand  in  the  matter,  nor  share  in  the  honour 
of  ^uch  a  salvation. 

With  regard  to  a  purification  after  death,  none  that  re* 
ceive  the  Bible  as  a  system  of  Divine  truth,  can  believe  that 
fable,  without  renouncing  the  most  essential  articles  of  the 
christian  faith.  It  may  have  been  a  fruitful  source  of  gain 
to  some,  and  suffered  others  to  sin  with  less  controul;  both 
of  which  only  more  fully  discover  the  greatness  cmd  danger 
of  such  an  error. 

I  hope  then,  we  are  all  convinced  that  whatever  we  re« 
ceive  from  God  is  not  a  debt,  but  a/ree  gift;  for  we  are  such 
unprofitable  servants  as  must  for  ever  preclude  the  idea  of 
merit.  Not  that  the  rewardableness  of  good  works  is  not 
scriptural;  for  the  Lord  has  declared  more  than  once  that 
*^  every  man  shall  be  rewarded  according  to  his  works." 
All  I  intend  is,  that  though  God  has  promised  to  bestow 
certain  blessings  on  certain  characters,  yet  still  those  bless* 
ings  are  free  gifts,  bestowed  upon  us,  not  for  our  deservings^ 
but  for  the  sake  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

If  this  be  admitted — if  the  gifts  of  God  are  firee,  they 
must  be  received  by  faith,  and  if  by  faith,  entire  sanctifica* 
tion  being  among  those  gifts,  must  be  received  by  faith  also. 
Attend  to  the  following  particulars : 

•  Without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please  (xod.  Now,  if  it 
be  impossible  to  please  him  without  faith,  it  is  impossible  for 
us  to  be  sanctified  in  any  other  way  than  that  of  believing; 
'  because  God  bestows  this  great  blessing  upon  none  bat 
such  as  please  him;  and  believers  are  the  only  persons  that 
do  please  him. 

When  St.  Paul  received  his  commission  fi'om  the  Lord  Je* 
ius,  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  Gentiles^  they  were  to  ♦*  re» 
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ceive  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  an  inheritance  among  the  sanc'* 
iified^  hj  faith  in  him." 

St.  Peter,  in  the  conference  held  at  Jerusalem,  in  an  ap« 
peal  to  his  brethren,  observed  that  God  made  no  difference 
between  Jew  and  Gentile,  ^^  purifying  their  hearts  by  iaith." 

We  are  "  to  receive  the  promise  of  the  Spirit  by  faith." 
Now,  if  by  the  Spirit  we  are  to  understand  all  his  sanctifying 
influences,  then  this  promise  certainly  contains  the  blessing 
of  full  sanctification,.  and  consequently  we  must  expect  to 
obtain  it  by  faith. 

^<  We  (says  the  apostle)  through  the  Spirit  wait  for  the 
hope  of  righteousness  by  faith."  Supposing  by  this  hope  is 
meant  the  glory  of  heaven ;  yet,  as  w  ithout  ^^  holiness  no  man 
can  see  the  Lord,"  it  must  include  a  meetness  for  it.  And 
it  is  not  improbable  that  the  righteousness  he  mentions  in 
this  verse,  may  mean  the  very  state  1  am  speaking  oi^  as  it 
does  in  Matt.  v.  10,  Phil.  iii.  9,  10;  where  righteousness  is 
put  for  pure  religion. 

Again,  ^<  By  grace  are  ye  saved,  through  faith;  (and  sal- 
vation implies  sanctification)  and  that  not  of  yourselves,  it 
is  the  gift  of  God ;  not  of  works,  lest  any  man  should  boast." 
Supposing  he  is  speaking  of  justification  only,  (which  I  think 
he  is  not)  yet  what  reason  can  be  assigned  that  we  are  to  be 
justified  by  faith,  and  not  sanctified  in  the  same  way  ? 

The  apostle  prays  that  Christ  may  dwell  in  the  hearts  of 
believers  by  fiiith.  What  can  this  imply  but  such  a  perfect 
union  with  Christ  as  excludes  all  enmity  and  rebellion  what- 
ever ?  Such  an  union  as  this  cannot  subsist  wiHiout  real 
holiness  of  heart  and  life.  Christ  and  Belial  can  no  more 
agree  than  light  and  darkness. 

St.  James  says,  ^^  The  wisdom  which  descendeth  from 
above  is  first  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle,  and  easy  to  be  en- 
treated, full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  without  partiality, 
and  without  hypocrisy;"  by  which  we  are  to  understand  re- 
ligion, and  such  a  religion  as  implies  purity  of  heart;  which 
indeed  is  wisdom,  accomplishing  the  best  end  by  the  most 
suitable  and  certain  means.   Now  he  says,  <<  If  any  man  lack 


N 


3D0  OBLIGATIONS  OF  CONVERSION.  [^Pori  4. 

H'isdoin,  I^t  bim  a^k  of  God;"  bpt  ^e  adds,  ^^  Let  him  ask  ia 

But  does  not  the  a^iotstle,  when  speaking  of  putting  off  tbe 
body  of  the  nins  of  corrupt  nature,  call  the  £iith  by  uhich 
this  is  done,  ^'  the  faith  of  tbe  operation  of*  God  V^  He  does: 
but  &ith  admits  of  degrees.  You  arc  supposed  to  have  iaith 
alreadj,  and  till  it  becomes  more  perfect,  pray  with  the  apos* 
tie,  ^^  Lord  increase  our  faith,"  and  he  will  cause  your  &itb 
and  hope  to  grow  exceedingly. 

Suppose  any  one  seeking  this  salvation  should  say  to  mq. 
Will  you  describe  something  of  the  workings  of  faith  in  its 
more  immediate  application  to  the  throne  of  grace  for  this 
blessing  ? 

Perhaps  1  can.  I  will  now  suppose  you  soleo^ily  ap- 
proaching your  Father  and  God  for  this  salvation.  If  faith 
be  exercised  aright,  it  will  first  aim  to  consider  the  promises 
as  given  in  undissembled  Ipve,  and  regard  the  Promiser  as 
full  of  grace  and  truth,  and  then  act  upon  it,  by  making  on 
your  part  an  unreserved  offer  of  your  all  to  him  ;  humbly 
and  confidently  laying  claim  to  all  he  offers  you,  and  doing 
this  till  ^^  all  your  soul  his  entrance  feels,"  and  is  ready  to 
cry  aloud,  ^'  He  sfttisfies  me  with  his  favour,  and  fills  me 
with  his  blessing." 

You  see  then  what  is  required  of  you  to  obtain  this  bless- 
ing.  You  must  have  bo)d,°?s8  to  enter  into  the  holiest  by 
the  lilood  of  Jesus,  by  the  new  and  living  way  which  he  hath 
consecrated  for  us  through  th^  v^il,  eyeing  him  who  is  High 
Priest  over  the  house  pf  Gpd.  You  must  draw  near  in  the 
sincerity  of  your  heart,  and  ^'  in  full  assurance  of  faith,  hav- 
ing your  heart  sprinkled  from  an  evil  conscience;"  and  he 
will  say  to  you  with  the  utmost  complacency,  *^  Thou  art  all 
fair,  my  love ;  there  is  no  ^pot  in  thee." 

1  fear  many  consider  that  to  be  the  work  of  time  which  is 
properly  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Thus,  when  St.  John 
writes  to  believers  under  the  three  states  of  childhood,  youth 
and  mature  age,  many  seem  to  speak  as  though  as  much  time 
were  requisite  to  perfect  boliuess  in  the  soul  as  is  required 
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to  raise  us  frbm  infancy  to  manhood.  Now,  though  religion 
requires  time  to  obtain  it,  to  be  established* in  it,  iind  to  prac- 
ti$9e  it;;  yet  our  growth  is  not  to  be  measured  by  a  number 
of  years,  but  by  the  exercise  of  our  faith  1n  the  Lord  Jesus, 
who  is  the  fulfiller  of  the  promises,  and  In  whom  they  ai-e 
all  yea  and  amen.  "According  to  thy  faith,  (not  length  of 
'  time)  so  be  it  done  unto  thee,"  is  his  language  to  such  sis 
seek  him  with  their  whole  hcmrt. 

These  promises,  however  great  the  blessings  may  be  which 
they  hold  forth,  are  to  be  considered  as  free  gifls;  and  so 
liberal  is  the  Lord  in  his  favours,  that  the  more  enlarged  6ur 
desires  after  his  fulness  are,  the  more  graciously  are  we  re- 
ceived. He  delights  in  pouring  the  sacred  effusions  of  his 
grace  into  the  thirsty  soul,  and  in  bestowing  his  benefits  ac- 
cording to  the  depths  of  his  infinite  mercy. 

I  have  known  many  who  have  received  the  opinion,  that 
the  work  of  holiness  is  merely  gradual ;  but  I  do  not  re- 
member meeting  with  one  who  professed  to  have  attained 
entire  sanctification,  or  that  God  had  cleansed  their  hearts 
and  bore  testimony  to  the  truth  of  his  own  work  in  that 
way. 

If  it  be  objected  that  their  humility  kept  them  fr6ra  speak- 
inj^  of  it,  lest  it  should  have  the  appearance  of  boasting,  I 
confess  I  do  not  see  the  excellency  of  hiding  the  righteous- 
ness of  God  in  their  hearts.  The  acknowledgment  and  pro- 
fession of  it  Would,  in  my  opinion,  (if  the  instantaneous  pu- 
rifyiilg  of  the  heart  is  unscriptural)  be  a  powerful  objection 
to  the  doctrine ;  and  is  the  more  necessary,  when  such  a 
cloud  of  witnesses  declare  that  God  baptized  their  souls 
with  sacred  fire,  and  cleansed  them  as  in  a  moment. 

When  we  were  justified  freely  by  the  grace  of  God,  we 
may  remember  that  we  received  a  measure  of  sanctification 
at  the  same  time  ;  and  how  did  we  receive  It  ?  Was  It  not 
in  the  same  instant  in  which  we  obtained  pardon  ?  Was  it  not 
by  iktth,  and  was  not  the  one  as  instantaneous  as  the  other? 
Just  in  the  same  roanper  we  should  expect  the  greater  bless- 
ing ;  and  we  ghall  receive  the  end  of  our  fiiith,  this  full  de* 
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liverance — ibis  glorious  rest;  and  join  the  numerous  wit« 
nesaes  of  an  instantaneous  salvation,  ascribing  nothing  to 
ourselves,  but  giving  all  the  glory  to  whom  it  is  due. 

The  Lord  who  made  heaven  and  earth  by  his  treating 
word,  and  said,  ^^  Let  there  be  light,  and  there  was  light/* 
is  able  to  effect  this  change  in  those  who  desire  it,  with  equal 
ease  and  speed.  Oh  that  the  Lord  may  suddenly  come  to 
the  temple  of  our  hearts,  and  make  them  his  everlasting  ha* 
bitation ! 

'  TEMPTATIONS. 

Those  who  are  led  closelj  to  meditate  upon  this  subject, 
will  soon  feel,  that  unless  they  enjoy  the  sacred  treasures  of 
holiness,  whatever  other  gifts  they  possess,  they  will  be  poor 
after  all.  Pure  love,  that  image  of  God  in  roan,  and  the 
only  thing  that  can  unite  us  to  him,  is  the  prize  of  our  high 
calling.  ^^  God  is  love,  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love  d welleth 
in  God,  and  God  in  him.*'  By  this  union  with  him  our  love  is 
made  perfect;  and  by  knowing  and  proving  this,  as  he  is  so  are 
we  in  this  world.  Every  believer,  therefore,  should  be  de- 
termined to  wait  at  the  throne  of  grace,  till  he  is  ^*  endued 
with  power  from  on  high,"  enabled  to  believe  with  the  heart 
unto  full  salvation,  and  fiilly  embrace  the  whole  will  of  God. 

When  we  begin  earnestly  to  desire  this  blessed  state,  we 
must  take  great  care  not  to  enter  into  a  train  of  false  rea- 
soning with  oor  deceitful  adversary  the  devil.  If  we  murt 
reason,  let  it  be  with  him  who  says,  *^  Come  let  mis  reason 
together,  and  though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be 
white  as  snow ;"  that  is,  though  our  souls  are  ever  so  deep- 
ly stained,  they  shall  be  purified  and  made  free  from  all  their 
stains.  If  we  reason  with  him  it  will  tend  greatly  to  our 
comfort  and  advantage,  because  it  will  teach  us  to  keep 
hold  of  the  promises;  otherwise  it  never  will.  It  is  a  com- 
mon temptation  to  those  who  see  their  need  of  this  salvation^ 
that  if  they  receive  it,  th^y  are  so  circumstanced,  that  they 
.will  not  be  able  to  reknn  it. 

But  such  should  not  forget,  that  if  a  sparrow  fidl  not  t<> 
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the  ground  without  the  notice  of  our  heavenly  Father,  and 
if  the  hairs  of  our  head  are  all  numbered  bj  him,  he  is  per<^ 
fectlj  acquainted  with  our  situation ;  and  all  is  by  the  ap- 
pointment, an4  under  the  superintendence  of  his  wise  and 
unerring  providence.  If  this  be  admitted,  then  we  may  rest 
assured  that,  whatever  appearances  may  be  against  it,  where 
we  are  placed  by  him  will,  upon  the  whole,  if  rightly  im-^ 
proved,  cause  us  to  be  more  holy  and  useful,  and  bring  ' 
greater  glory  to  God,  than  if  we  were  placed  in  any  other  situ* 
ation.  The  poor  widow  who  offered  her  two  mites,  did 
more  in  his  sight,  who  knows  the  heart,  than  the  richest 
offerer,  with  all  his  abundance.  He  that  offers  himself,  and 
all  he  has  to  Grod,  in  the  way  that  he  requires,  doe.s  all  he 
can ;  and  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude,  that  he  wbo  does  not 
do  this  in  his  present  circumstances,  is  not  likely  to  do  it, 
supposing  things  were  to  change;  as  every  chan^ne  would 
bring  with  it  its  peculiar  temptations. 

And  with  regard  to  not  retaining  what  we  receive,  we 
have  only  to  live  by  faith  in  him  "  who  ever  liveth*to  make 
intercession  for  us,"  and  we  shall  be  so  far  from  losing  what 
we  receive,  that  we  shall  be  made  to  increase  with  all  the 
increase  of  God,  and  be  followers  of  him  as  dear  children* 

Another  temptation  is,  that  we  have  been  too  unfaithful 
to  expect  so  great  a  favour. 

A  view  of  past  unfiiithfulncsd  is  indeed  discouraging;  and 
those  who  are  sensible  of  their  great  unprofitableness,  may, 
if  they  consult  their  feelings,  say,  ^  Is  it  possible  that  those 
who  have  received  so  much  in  vain,  or  to  so  little  purpose, 
should  be  entrusted  with  still  greater  grace?'  However, 
though  this  ought  to  humble  us  to  the  dust,  we  ought  not  to 
be  diverted  from  our  purpose  of  living  more  to  the  glory  of 
God,  because  that  is  the  way  to  prevent  sueh  unfaithfulness 
in  future,  and  to  make  us  more  fruitful  in  every  good  word 
and  work.  Such  as  are  thus  exercised  would  do  well  to  rc- 
roembfer  that  our  salvation  is  not  of  works,  but  of  grace, 
through  faith ;  so  that  while  we.  bewail  our  sins  and  weak* 

4f 
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nesseR,  we  roust  fltill  confide  in  God,  who  abides  fiiithful,  to 
fulfil  his  word. 

Some  believers  are  tempted  to  think  that  they  never  were 
converted^ 

This  is  the  case  with  those  who,  when  they  form  resolu- 
tions  of  greater  seriousness  of  behaviour,  more  diligence  and 
spirituality  in  the  means  of  grace,  more  care  in  improving 
their  minds,  and  in  redeeming  their  time,  &c.  and  expecting 
greater  joy  and  consolation,  are  disappointed,  to  find  them- 
selves beset  with  apparently  increasing  insensibility  of  heart, 
wandering  thoughts,  dulness,  and  perhaps  irritability,  and 
other  feelings  painful  to  the  christian.  But  this  is  no  proof 
that  they  are  in  a  worse  state;  it  proves  indeed  a  fullei'  dis- 
covery  of  indwelling  sin,  which  has  probably  been  given  in 
answer  to  prayer.  How  common  it  is  for  persons  thirsting* 
for  this  grace  to  say,  *  Lord  shew  me  what  I  am !  Let  me 
know  the  worst  of  myself.  I  would  abhor  myself  before 
thee.  Let  me  see  my  vileness.'  Their  prayers  are  answer- 
ed: they  see  themselves  loathsome  as  the  leper,  and  as 
though  for  their  vileneiss  the  Lord  regards  them  not;  yet  be 
will  appear  in  their  behalf;  and  they  that  trust  in  him,  and 
sincerely  request  him  to  take  possession  of  their  hearts,  he 
^ill  cleanse  and  make  them  his  continued  abode — his  holy, 
living  temples. 

Some  are  tempted  that  such  a  state  of  grace  is  impoisibtc 
to  be  obtained  in  this  world. 

The  carnal  mind  is  not  subject  to  the  law  of  love,  and 
hence  worldly-minded  men,  to  keep  themselves  from  fulfil** 
ling  it,  commonly  say,  ^  There  is  no  living  without  sin;*  and 
where  any  degree  of  carnality  remains  in  the  regenerate, 
they  are  in  danger  of  imbibing  the  same  sentiments — ^look- 
ing with  a  suspicious  eye  on  those  who  have  ^^  clean  escaped 
fVom  such  as  live  in  error.'*  They  may  be  too  ready  to  re- 
ceive groundless  reports,  prejudicial  to  their  character;  be 
apt  to  censure  their  fiiith  as  presunnptuoiis;  and  misconstrue 
some  of  their  most  innocent  actions,  as  inconsistent  with 
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itheir  profession.  They  may  also,  by  looking  too  much  at 
the  external  appearance,  conclude  that  they  differ  nothing 
from  others,  and  may  even  be  offended  at  their  experience 
and  endeavours  to  promote  holiness. 

l^bat  some  persons  professing  this  salvation  have  mis* 
taken  its  nature,  and,  by  not  producing  its  proper  fruit, 
have  given  rise  to  such  prejudices  and  suspicions,  cannot  be 
denied ;  and  that  from  a  variety  of  causes,  some  who  have  t, 
less  degree  of  religion,  may  appear  to  greater  advantage 
than  those  who  are  fully  devoted  to  God,  is  equally  true ; 
but  it  must  be  allowed  that  those  who  walk  in  the  light,  as 
God  is  in  the  light,  and  prove  personally  that  the  blood  of 
Christ  cleanseth  them  from  all  sin,  mu^t  differ  from  those 
that  have  not  so  attained  ;  and  if  we  have  an  opportunity 
of  examining  their  characters,  and  do  it  candidly,  we  shall 
find  .that  such  live  more  ia  the  spirit  of  prayer  thdn  others, 
are  more  dead  to  the  world,  have  a  greater  feeling  for  hu- 
toian  misery,  and  much  greater  love  to  souls ;  that  they 
are  stronger  in  faith,  more  resolute  in  the  cause  of 
truth,  and  possess  in  general  clearer  experience,  of  divine 
things,  and  greater  happiness  than  those  who  live  in  an  in- 
JPerior  dispensation.  However,  whether  this  difference  be 
as  great  as  is  here  supposed  or  not,  nothing  can  be  more 
certain  than  that  God  requires  us  to  love  him  with  all  our 
hearts  and  souls ;  and  he  would  never  command  ns  to  per- 
Iform  impossibilities. 

Another  temptation  goes  to  persuade  us  that  we  had  bet« 
ter  not  seek  this  experience,  and  much  less  profess  it^  there 
will  be  so  much  expected  from  us. 

That  hypocrites  should  find  it  necessary  to  guard  every 
point,  is  naturally  to  be  expected,  for  fear  of  detection ;  but 
that  the  christian,  who  is  under  the  sweet  influences  of  truth, 
should  be  actuated  by  such  motives,  is  unworthy  of  him,  and 
indeed  he  carefully  shuns  it.  At  first  sight  it  seems  plausi* 
ble  enough  that  we  should  from  a  principle  of  humility 
keep  our  more  precious  experiences  to  ourselves ;  but  when 
we  are  exhorted  to  rejoice  in  being  persecuted  for  righto- 
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ousness  sake,  who  that  has  a  proper  opportunity  for  it,  that 
^  ill  not  declare  the  goodness  of  God,  ^^  either  secretly," 
or,  if  necessary,  '<  in  the  great  congregation,"  in  the  renewal 
of  his.  soul  after  his  own  image ;  and  say,  .welcome  ridicule 
and  reproach,  in  such  a  cause,  welcome  the  seasons  which 
afford  me  the  opportunities  of  declaring  from  my  own  per* 
sonal  knowledge  that  the  Lord  Jesus  saves  to  the  ifUermost 
all  them  that  come  unto  God  by  him  ? 

Another  suggestion  of  the  enemy  is,  that  it  is  too  gred  for 
us  to  expect ;  or,  if  we  should  attain  it,  and  lose  it  again^ 
our  last  state  will  be  icorse  than  if  we  had  never  known  it ; 
und  at  least,  we  had  better  put  it  off  for  a  while ;  and  besides 
this,  we  are  not  fully  prepared  to  receive  it. 

That  this  is  a  great  salvation  is  a  most  glorious  truth  ; 
but  may  we  not  joyfully  declare,  that  he  who  has  given  us 
hisbelu^ed  Son  will  with  him  freely  give  us  all  things;  and  pu* 
rity  of  heart  among  the  rest  P 

And  we  may  also  say,  that  there  is  no  necessity  that  w% 
should  give  up,  or  lose  any  blessing  we  have  received  from 
the  Lord:  we  have  only  to  give  up  both  ourselves,  and  all 
the  spiritual  blessings  we  have  received  from  him,  into  his 
hands  who  neither  slumbers  nor  sleeps,  and  he  will  keep  all 
committed  to  him  to  the  day  of  eternity. 

With  respect  to  the  temptation  to  postpone  this  important 
.business,  which  of  us  but  what  knows  that  we  cannot  be 
thus  holy  too  soon,  and  that  neither  time  nor  this  blessing 
is  at  our  own  disposal;  the  time  past  being  gone  for  ever,  and 
the  time  to  come  so  very  uncertain,  that  the  present  moment 
alone  can  with  certainty  be  called  our's  ? 

Many  other  temptations  of  a  similar  nature  may  arise  to 
tiinder  us  from  entering  this  promised  rest,  and  to  fill  the 
mind  with  perplexing  doubts  and  fears  concerning  it ;  and 
we  may  especisdly  be  staggered  at  the  debates  and  disputa-* 
tions  which  have  taken  place  among  learned  and  pious  men 
respecting  this  entire  devotedness  of  heart :  one  aflSrmingy 
another  denying,  the  possibility  of  entire  sanctification  here, 
iiowever  this  need  not  discourage  usj  for  it  will  be  generally 
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foundi  that  the  difference  among  them  is  more  in  the  mode 
of  expression  than  in  the  thing  itself.  Ask  any  upright  man 
under  heaven,  whether  he  does  not  desire  to  be  saved  from 
every  thing  contrary  to  the  will  of  God,  and  to  love  him 
with  all  his  heart ;  and  what  may  be  expected  in  reply  i  Will 
Jie  not  answer  in  the  affirmative  ? 

.  And  now  if  you  are  resolved  to  ^<  prove  what  the  good, 
acceptable,  and  perfect  will  of  God''  is,  with  regard  to  this 
salvation,  remember  the  promises  of  your  faithful  Grod,  and 
receive  them  not  only  as  belonging  to  his  church  in  general, 
but  to  you  in  particular.  Dare,  O  christian  believer,  fully 
to  receive  his  truth.  Be  fully  persuaded  that  he  is  both 
able  and  willing  to  purify  your  heart.  If  you  are  willing  to 
placeyourself  and  all  your  powers  and  faculties  under  his 
divine  controul,  you  shall  prove  <^  the  workings  of  his 
mighty  power,"  and  be  assisted  to  cast  yourself  upon  that 
precious  foundation  laid  for  you  in  Zion.  Pour  out  your 
soul  before  him  in  such  language  as  the  following:  ^OLord 
my  God,  my  Holy  One,  I  offer  myself  to  thee,  unworthy  as  I 
am,  and  sinful  as. I  have  been,  to  be  thy  devoted .  servant 
for  ever !  I  will  no  longer,  assisted  by  thy  grace,  stagger 
at  thy  promises  through  unbelief.  I  now  willingly  accept 
thy  full  and  free  salvation.  I  receive  thy  Spirit  to  dwell  in 
me^  to  renew  my  heart,  and  to  guide  me  in  all  my  ways, 
that  I  may  live  to  thee  alone.  Hast  thou  not  commanded 
me. to  love  thee  with  all  my  heart?  and  this  cannot  1>e  done 
in  nature's  strength.  Send  then  the  Spirit  of  burning  down. 
Baptize  my  soul  with  thy  love.  Let  it  now  and  ever  bum 
on  the  altar  of  my  heart.  I  would  be  deeply  humbled  be- 
fore thee.  I  confess  my  sin,  and  loathe  myself  for  all  my 
transgressions.  I  acknowledge  my  weakness  and  stupidity 
before  thee ;  but  confidently  wait  upon  thee,  my  all*suffici« 
ent  Saviour,  till  lasting  peace,  and  constant  purifying  love 
shall  dweU  and  reign  in  me.  To  see  thee  as  thou  art,  re- 
quires that  I  must  be  a  partaker  of  the  Divine  nature.  Come 
then,  and  let  me  from  henceforth  be  one  spirit  with  thy* 
sel{^  and  let  that  union  be  eternal!' 
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In  Htm  flianoerolTer  yoaraelves  to  him,  whose  ransomed 
BenraiktB  jou  are,  and  he  Will  aasoredlj  Teveal  himself  to 
joii;  Ilia  presence  will  **  speak  his  fiitore  hone  ;'^  and 
then  diflbse  an  indeseribahle  calm  and  serenity  througli  all 
the  powers  of  yonr  souls.  You  win  behold  by  fiuth  the 
glory  of  God  in  the  free  of  Jesns  Christ,  and  hombly,  gm%e^ 
Ailly,  and  JoyfiiHy  adore  him.  Your  past  experience  of  the 
Divine  goodness  will  be  clearer  to  you  than  ever ;  your  pre* 
tent  aceeptanoe  fully  satisAictory ;  and  ycwr  confidence  in 
God  respecting  futurity  much  stronger  than  belbre.  Yoa 
ahould  not,  however,  hegin  to  conclude,  beeanse  your  hearts 
Are  purified,  that  your  conflicts  are  all  past,  that  your  teiaip- 
tations  are  all  ended,  and  that  you  are  to  remain  all  your 
days  in  a  state  of  joy  and  rapture.  Surely  not :  the  stale  of 
inan  in  this  world  forbids  it ;  and  though  we  may  have  an- 
ticipatioas  of  the  heavenly  rest,  we  are  not  to  expect  that 
here,  which  is  reserved  fcr  us,  as  the  reward  of  our  perse- 
Yerance  and  victories.  We  should,  however,  coraliMt  our* 
tolves  with  the  thought,  that  temptation  is  not  sin ;  that  sin 
out  only  be  committed  by  yielding  to  temptation,  or  sut^ 
fertn"^  the  heart  to  depart  from  God. 

After  commencing  a  closer  walk  with  Grod,  some  persons 
arc  greatly  exercised  with  temptations,  all  tendings,  withont 
care,  to  undermine  their  &ith,  and  to  fill  them  with  doubts 
tad  fears  respecting  what  has  been  done  fin-  them.  The 
enemy  of  souls  may  suggest,  that  they  have  deceived  Aem- 
selvcfs,  or  their  joy,  activity,  fervour,  and  gratitude,  would 
be  greater  than  they  are;  and  that  their  testimony,  without 
a  more  visible  change,  is  not  worthy  of  being  received. 
They  may  be  tempted  to  a  great  variety  of  evils,  and  these 
temptations  may  be  very  po^erAtl,  and  are  sure  to  be  subtle, 
well-timed  and  plausible,  so  that  withont  a  dueattention  todi* 
vine  direction,  we  shall  too  easily  submit  to  the  itnpresaioai 
made  upon  our  minds  at  such  harassing  seasons.  Let  os, 
however,  not  forget  that  word,  <*  We  are  made  partakers  of 
(vbrist,  if  we  hold  the  beginning  of  our  confidence  stead&st 
lo  the  end."    And  it  is  our  duty,  in  the  strength  of  gracej 
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never  to  yield.  We  should,  on  the  contrary,  believe  in  what 
he  has  done  for  us,  and  praise  him  for  it;  and  as  oflen  as  we 
do  this,  we  sha)!  be  more  than  conquerors,  and  be  more 
abundantly  filled  with  the  Spirit.  If  we  do  not  act  thus, 
the  enemy  will  press  us  to  givei  up  all,  and  entirely  to  re- 
linquish our  prize;  and  this  would  prove  a  loss  indeed. 

While  nothing  contrary  to  love  remains  in  our  hearts,  we 
must  never  question  the  reality  of  the  work;  for  a  state  of 
entire  sanctification,  as  already  observed,  does  by  no  means 
exempt  us  from  trials  and  temptations.  It  req^uires  indeed 
great  spiritual  discernment  always  to  distinguish  between 
sin  and  temptation ;  and  we  may  give  up  the  blessing  through 
not  attending  to  it.  We  must  then  be  careful  to  wait  daily 
at  the  posts  of  wisdom's  doors,  that,  by  the  light  of  heaven^ 
we  may  escape  from  every  snare  which  may  be  laid  for  our 
fbet,  and  go  on  our  way  rejoicing  in  the  Lord. 

I  have  remarked  that  some,  even  believers,  when  they 
have  heard  their  brethren  speak  of  their  temptations,  have 
suspected  them  of  sinning,  which  has  made  some  more  cau* 
tious  of  speaking  of  their's :  but  temptation  and  sin  are  wide* 
ly  different.  When  Joseph  was  tempted  by  his  adulterous 
mistress,  he  resisted  her  shameless  solicitations  with,  ^^  How 
can  I  do  this  great  wickedness,  and  sin  against  God !"  He 
would  have  fixed  an  everlasting  blot  upon  his  character,  if 
he  had  given  way  to  the  temptation.  By  overcoming,  his  con- 
duct is  applauded,  and  his  name  mentioned  with  honour. 
By  the  grace  of  God  he  was  made  more  than  conqueror; 
and  a  greater  than  Joseph  was  tempted  in  all  points  like 
ourselves,  and  yet  remained  as  pure  and  spotless  after  bis 
temptations  as  before. 

Should  any  inquire  whether  the  Spirit  of  God  witnesses 
this  work  to  the  soul,  I  would  answer.  The  witness  of  the 
Spirit  in  this  state,  is  much  the  same  as  that  which  followed 
our  justification  and  adoption.  He  then  bore  witness  with  our 
spirits  that  we  were  the  children  of  God ;  and  now  that  we 
are  purified  and  made  entirely  his,  he  Witnesses  the  same, 
only  with  clearer  light,  and  brighter  manifestations,  dis« 
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covering  to  us  the  certaintj  of  this  great  change.  There  is 
some  difficulty  in  speaking  on  this  subject,  because  it  is  bet- 
ter felt  than  expressed,  yet  something  may  be  said,  though 
it  cannot  be  fully  explained,  of  its  influence  and  effects. 

Its  injluence  is  clearly  expressed  by  St<  John,  where  he 
Bays,  "  The  anointing  which  ye  have  received  of  him  abideiA 
in  you,  and  ye  need  not  that  any  man  teach  you;  but  as  the 
same  anointing  teacheth  you  of  all  things,  and  is  truth,  and 
is  no  lie :  and  even  as  it  hath  taught  you,  ye  shall  abide  in 
him."  Where  this  is  experienced,  the  testimony  of  our  own 
mind  is  equally  clear,  that  the  work  is  wrought,  agreeing 
with  the  blessed  Spirit  of  truth,  that  we  are  sincerely  and 
fully  given  up  to  the  Lord,  or  as  it  is  expressed  by  St. 
Paul,  ^^  Our  rejoicing  is  this — the  testimony  of  our  con- 
science, that  in  simplicity,  and  godly  sincerity,  not  with 
fleshly  wisdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  we  have  our  con- 
versation in  the  world.*' 

The  Spirit  of  holiness,  as  has  been  already  observed,  it 
the  great  agent  in  the  renovation  of  our  nature.  While  in 
our  carnal  state,  and  without  his  gracious  assistance,  we 
cannot  please  God.  We  are  none  of  his,  but  transgressors 
under  condemnation:  for  to  be  carnally-minded  is  death. 
We  then  are  at  enmity  with  him,  and  neither  are,  nor  can 
be  subject  to  his  holy  law.  Consequently,  if  we  were  not 
to  receive  assistance  from  above,  we  could  never  be  saved, 
i^ot  having  either  desire  or  inclination  towards  it. 

When  the  Lord  in  great  compassion  begins  the  work  of 
j9UT  salvation,  he  first  becomes  a  ^^  swift  witness"  against 
our  sins,  reproving  us  especially  for  our  unbelief.  By  thia 
«<  spirit  of  bondage  to  fear,"  we  are  constrained  to  renounce 
all  our  vain  confidences,  empty  pretences  to  goodness,  false 
and  ill-founded  hopes,  and  to  lie  at  his  feet  as  guilty,  helpless 
criminals.  Whatever  alarms  are  excited  in  the  soul,  which 
manifestly  tend  to  God,  are  from  the  Holy  Ghost,  who 
teaches  us  by  these  rigorous  measures,  the  absolute  neces* 
tity  of  believing  in  the  Lord  Jesus  for  salvation,  whom  he 
glorifies,  taking  of  the  things  of  his  kingdom,  and  shewing 
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them  to  sncli  as  are  thus  IramMed,  and  fiUiirg  thcfir  beartt 
with  joj  and  gladness* . 

When  this  change  takes  plaee,  and  ime  are  adopted  into 
the  fkmWj  of  God,  then  the  Spirit  of  troth  graciously  wit- 
nesses our  adoption.  He  *'  beareib  witness  with  oar  spirit 
that  we  are  the  children  of  God,*'  and  hy  imparting  righte* 
ousness,  peace,  and  joy,  to  our  soulo,  becomes  the  blessed 
seal  of  the  precious  promises  of  God,  and  an  earnest  of  our 
ererlasting  inheritance. 

But  still  there  are  '^  things  that  are  reproved**  remaining 
in  us,  which  must  be  removed,  for  it  is  not  the  Lord^s  usual 
method  to  renew  us  folly  ^  in  the  spirit  of  our  mind**  imme* 
diately  on  our  reconciliation  with  him,  because,  probaUy  w^ 
are  not  then  sufficiently  sensible  of  the  nature  or  necessity 
of  so  great  a  benefit,  and  it  is  not  his  way  to  impart  blessings 
till  we  feel  our  need  of  them;  he  soon,  however,  by  his  light 
makes  manifest  the  evil  propensities)  of  our  nature,  and  points 
US  to  the  most  excellent  manner  of  glorifying  his  holy  name^ 
by  directing  our  hearts  into  his  perfect  love.  ^  God  is  love^ 
and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  in 
him ;  and  herein  is  our  love  ma<ie  perfect,  that  we  may  bav« 
boldness  in  the  day  of  judgment,  because  as  he  is  so  are  wd 
in  this  world.'^ 

St.  Paul,  writing  to  the  Ephesians,  says  expressly,  ^  And 
you  hath  he  quickened  who  were  dead  in  trespasses  and 
sins  ;*'  and  yet  he  exhorts  them  not  only  to  avoid  gross  im« 
moralities,  but  also  to  ^'  put  off  the  eld  num^^*  the  corrupt 
principles  and  deceitful  desires  of  their  hearts ;  and  to  *^  poC 
bo  the  new  man,  which  after  God  is  created  in  righteousness 
and  true  holiness,**  that  they  might  be  filled  mith  the  Spirit. 

As  the  Holy  Spirit  thus  convinces  us  of  sin,  he  also,  when 
it  has  taken  place,  bears  testimony  to  the  purification  of  our 
souls.  "  We  (says  the  apostle)  have  received,  not  the  spi- 
rit of  the  world,  but  the  Spirit  which  is  of  God,  that  we  may 
KNOW  the  things  that  are  freely  given  us  of  God,*'  1  Cor.  it. 
%  10.    Now,  sanctification  being  one  of  tbele  things,  how 

4  G 
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«h9ll  we  know  that  we  have  received  it,  iFihe  Spirit  of  wis- 
dom do  not  reveal  it  to  us,  or,  in  other  words,  testify  to  the 
4ruth  of  what  is  wrought  in  our  souls  ?  St.  ^ohn  fullj  con- 
trols this,  when  he  says,  ^^  He  that  koepetb  his  command- 
ipents  dwelleth  iii  (rod,  and  God  in  him ;  and  hereby  we 
Anow  that  heabideth  in  us  by  the  Spirit  which  he  hath  given 
pis*''  Does  not  all  this  evidently  prove  how  clear  and  ex- 
press the  testimony  of  the  Spirit  is  to  his  own  work,  in  our 
-souls  ?  For  my  part,  1  cannot  see  how  such  a  change  can 
4ake  place,  and  such  an  union  subsist  between  believers 
find  their  Living  Head,  without  an  inward  testimony  from 
above,  that  they  and  their  works  are  pleasing  and  acceptable 
4o  Goi   : 

Should  it  be  asked,  Does  this  witness  immediately  follow 
the  purification  of  the  soul  ?  It  may  be  answered.  Some- 
times it  does;  but  not  always.  Where  it  does  not,  there 
ou^ht  to  be  a  continual  expectation  till  it  be  received* 
yrhere  it  is  not  given,  the  first  trial  or  temptation  which 
damps  their  joy  will  probably  cause  them  to  question  the  re- 
ality of  what  is  actually  wroqght  in  their  hearts;  and,  by 
throwing  them  into  a  state  of  unbelief,  and  robbing  them  of 
this  grace,  bring  on  a  great  indifferency  afterwards  to  tJiis 
instantaneous  deliverance,  and  incline  them  to  inactivity  in 
the' service  of  God,  and  to  heart-backsliding.  It  is  the  aim 
0f  Satan  to  cnt  off  our  expectation  of  greater  attainments, 
and  he  strikes  the  deepest  in  times  of  discouragement. 
,  To  make  this  still  plainer,  I  would  speak  of  this  witness 
as  implying  both  ad  and  habit.  There  are  times  in  which  the 
witness  is  so  strong  and  clear,  as  to  afford  the  fullest  assu- 
rance that  they  are  brought  into  this  glorious  liberty :  and 
this  is  followed  by  an  unusual  overflowing  of  love,  joy,  and 
gratitude.  The  soul  sinks  into  the  lowest  self-abasement* 
wonders  at  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God,  and  longs,  as 
it  were,  for  a  thousand  hearts  and  tongues,  that  it  may  de* 
vote  them  all  to  him.  The  feelings  of  the  soul,  at  such  sea- 
aons,  caAnot  well  be  described.    It  is  ^^  a  rejoicing  with  joy 
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unspeakable,  and  full  of  glory;'*' an  earnest  and  foretaste  of 
heaven;  a  blessedness  which  no  man  knoweth,  save  he  that 
receivethit. 

This  is  'ifHiat  I  would  call  the  acty  or  direct  witness  of  the 
Spirit;  the  other  is  habitual  in  such  as  are  established,  and 
always  attended  with  its  proper^ufV,  although  in  great  trials 
it  may  be  so  clouded  for  a  time  as  not  to  appear,  and  is  the' 
same  as  th^  other  continued,  only  in  a  less  degree. 

Believers  in  this  state,  except  in  partictilar  conflicts,  are' 
obliged  to  look  for  tlie  fruit  of  holiness,  ps  much  as  at  the' 
witness,  for  tlieir  satisfaction ;  because,  as  in  many  other  in- 
stances, what  is  habitual  is  not  so  striking  as  what  is  new 
and  uncommon.  Some  who  have  doubted  the  truth  of  thi?^ 
by  grieving  the  Spirit,  have  felt  the  reality  of  what  they  once 
enjoyed  by  the  loss  of  it.  I  should  be  sorry  for  any  one 
ever  to  try  such  a  painful  experiment.  The  advice  that  I 
would  give  on  this  subject  is, 

Live  much  in  the  spirit  of  importunate  prayer,  and  get 
the  inner  man  renewed  every  day,  through  the  power  of  God : 
this  will  bring  much  clearer  testimonies  from  th^  Holy  Spi- 
rit, and  much  greater  happiness  to  the  mind.  And  never 
attempt*  to  separate  the  witness  of  entire  sanctification  from 
the  fruit  of  it;  that  is,  we  should  so  live,  that  we  may  alwayd 
be  possessed  of  both;  for  God  hath  joined  tliem  together, 
and  they  should  not  be  put  asunder.  The  more  obedient 
we  are  to  our  present  light,  the  clearer  will  be  the  withess;' 
and  the  clearer  the  witness,  the  more  we  shall  be  encourag- 
ed to  proceed  in  the  *•  work  of  fiiith/*Hie  patience*  of  hope, 
and  the  labour' of  love;"    '      ' 

'  Arbovd  all  things,  those  should  beware  of  doubting 
who  have  received  the  blessing.  If  they  should  give  way,* 
they  will  be  in  danger  of  entering  into  temptatiohi  On 
the  other  hand,  should  they  be  called  to  bear  a  public  testi- 
mony for*  God,  'they  should  not  be  afraid  or  ashamed  to  de- 
clare "mhki  he  has  dMe'^r  them,  and  tfiey  Will  ever  $nd, 
that  the  clttirer  they -li^itness /of  Ajjtj,  tlie  clearer  he  will  wit- 
ness i/t  thffn*    Such  an  explicit  confession  will  greatly  in« 
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crease  their '  fidth,  prove  aUefBiog  to  others,  and  promote 
the  glory  of  our  Almighty  Savioor.  Should  thqr  withhold 
their  testimoDj^thej  will  find  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  ri^lain 
the  blessings  for  the  Lord  does  oot' intend  audi  light  to  he 
hid  under  a  busheL 

The  effects  or  fruits  of  this  s^lration  are  by  the  apostle 
said  to  be  hve^  joy,  peaccy  long'suffermg^  goodgesM,  failh^ 
meekness^  icmperunce;  in  a  word,  every  christian  grace  and 
temper,  matured  and  evangelically  perfected  after  the  Di? ine 
will,  O  blessed  state !  May  we  all  abonnd  therein,  walk- 
ing and  living  in  the  Spirit,  that  ^'  his  will  may  be  done  by 
lis  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven*" 

Such  are  my  views  of  this  majtter.  This  I  conceive  to  be 
"die  manner  of  the  Spirit's  general  working  on  the  minds  of 
believers.  Some  may  be  led  in  a  way  different  firom  this, 
for  there  are  '^  diversities  of  operations,"  yet  all  tends  to  one 
point — a  meetness  for  heaven;  for  it  is  the  same  God  that 
worketh  aU  in  ali 

DiaECTlONS. 

When  by  the  grace  of  God,  we  have  surrendered  up  oar- 
selves  to  him,  to  do  his  will,  and  seek  his  glory  in  all  things, 
we  must  not  conclude  that  our  warfare  is  accomplished  and 
our  victory  comg^ete ;  &r  we  shall  still  meet  wkb  exercises 
for  our  faith  and  patience,  be  they  ever  so  strong.  We  have 
this  consolation j  however,  in  the  midst  of  all,  that  there  is 
no  necessity  laid  upon  us  to  sin  and  fall  in  these  conflicts; 
only  let  us  .^<  keep  ourselves  in  the  love  of  God,"  and  guard 
dgainst  the  irregularity  of  our  own  will,  that  is,  let  us  take 
care  npt  to  be  hetmyed  by  yielding  to  any  forbidden  degree 
of  self-pleasing,  self-peeking,  self-exaltatipnj  or  self^indul* 
gence,  and  then  who  ndll  be  •  able  to  harm  U8»  or  divert  us 
from  our  purpose  ?    A  few  cautions  ro^y  be  useful 

bo  not  set  this  state  of  grace  tpq  AijgA.— It  is  to  h^  feared 
that  some  s^t  i^  ^oo  low,  and  conse^j^ntly  disooT^  thoee 
wanknesses  wl^ich  are  rather  proofs  of  weak  and  defective 
faith  than  what  this  state  supposes;  but  on  the  other  hand, 


4beve  are«naiyf.  w^  set  it  fiir  top  I^g^|  to  the  great  discou^ 
n^meot  of  those  who  are  desirous  of  being  all  that  pod 
requires.  Thye  apostle  ioforpis,  us  ^hat  here  *^  we  know  but 
in  juurt;"  and  if  our  knowledge,  ^s  our  qwn  experience  must 
assure  us^  is  of  a  yery  limited  nature,  we  must  beliable, 
in  the  same  proportion,  to  various  weaknesses  and  mistakes; 
and  hence»  however  pure  our, intention  is,  we  have  alwajs 
need  of  coming  to  the  blood  of  sprinkling  for  pardon  and 
parity*  And  while  we  act  thus  our  sun  will  not  withdraw  it* 
•  self;  but  we  shall  walk  in  the  light  of  our  God,  and  the  blood 
of  Jesus  C^ist^  his  Son,  shall  cleanse  us  from  aU  sin* 

It  is  set  too  high  when  we  are  expected  on  entering  upon 
it  to  have  as  much  holiness  as  forbids  any  increase.  We 
fnaj  become  holier  and  holier,  till  we  are  called  to  appear 
before  God^  or  in  other  words,  may  keep  increasing  in  con<« 
formity  to  the  Divine  will  to  the  end  of  life.  Nor  should 
those  who  have  but  newly  attained  look  at  the  more  es* 
iablished  christian  with  any  other  view  than  to  follow  hia 
steps,  that  they  may  obtain  the  same  grace,  and  like  him  abide 
fiiithful  to  the  Lord  in  all  things.  Such  are  comparatively 
only  in  an  in&nt  state,  and  are  to  proceed  in  the  Divine  life 
till  they  attain  to  all  the  mind  that  was  in  Christ.  If  they 
do  not.  attend  to  this^  they  may  think  too  meanly  of  th^r 
biasings;  and,  what  is  worse,  will  be  in  danger  of  entering 
into  severe  coniicts  with  the  powers  of  darkness.  Let  aU 
such,  therefore,  be  thankful  for  what  the  Lord  has  d«Be» 
and  wait  at  the  throne  of  grace  till  they  are  endued  with 
greater  power  from  on  high|  and  receive  stronger  and  clear* 
-er  testimonies  from  the  eternal  Spirit  of  .the  great  work  hft 
iias  wrought,  in  them.  , 

.  It  is  set  too  high  wheo  it  is  made  to  exclnde  imj  of  tho 
natnral  affections — fear,  for  instance.  It  is  said  indeed 
th^t  ^^  perfect  love  casteth  opt  fear;  and  he  tha€  feareth.is 
^^\  made  perfect  in  love."  Tliis,  however,  can  never  intend 
t])at|eyery  kind  of  fear  should  be  bMidied  from  *thfe  heart  of 
the  christian,  since  he  is  required  to  '^  stand  in  awe  and  siil 
not;"  to  be  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  aU  the  day  long;  and  to 
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ti'ork  out  his- salvation  with  fear  and  iretnbKn|^.  We  nosti 
therefore,  take  care  not  tb  dhiw  eonclusiohs  too  hastilj  re- 
specting sanctification;  for  if  we  should '  Unadvisedly  give 
up  our  confidence,  we  shall  certainty  briilg  oursehes  iafo 
darkness,  and  lose  many  of  our  comforts;  That  the  apostle 
in  these  words  does  not  mtan  every  kind  of  foar  is  snfficientlj 
plain.  None  can  doubt  thut  our  Lordi  was  possessed  of  per- 
fect love,  and  yet  he  prayed*  as  in  an  agony  that  the  cap 
might  pass  from  him,  and  was  heard  in  that  he  feared.  So 
that  by  not  fearing  it  is  probable  St.  John  intends,  that 
when  our  love  is  made  perfect,  we  shall  not  be  afraid  of  ac« 
knowledging  to  the  world  that  we  are  the  followers  of  the 
Lamb  of  Crod,  whatever  may  be  the  consequence;  or,  that 
all  painful  apprehensions  of  the  threatened  judgments  of 
God  are  removed  from  the  mind,  when  love  dwells  there 
and  has  the  dominion. 

'  It  is  then  not  inconsistent  with  this  state,  if  we  are  some- 
times troubled  with  some  kihds  of  fear.  The  approach  of 
danger;  weakness  of  the  nervous  system  ;  unexpected  occur- 
rences, change  of  circumstances,  &;c.  may  suddenly  come 
upon  us,  and  cause  a  momentary  alarm,  while  the  pure  in- 
tention to- please  God  is  as  strong  as  ever. 

The  natural  coiistitution  difiers  much  ih  different  per- 
sons. Some,  who  are  altogether  destitute  of  religion,  nt 
bold  and  intrepid ;  while  others,  who  walk  in  the  <*  ordi- 
nances andeonimandments  of  the  Lord  blameless,"  are  timid 
and  easily  fluttered  with  almost  eveiy  new  thing.— Yea, 
there  is  reason  to  believe,  that  many  confound  the  natara) 
and  innocent  love  of  life,  given  us  for  the  pf eservation  of 
our  being,  with  the  fear  of  death ;  and  perhaps  you  have 
kaown  some  of  the  servants  of  God  dhig  on  heavily  from 
this  mistake,  till  cast  on  the  last  bed  bf  affliction,  when  this 
principle,  beings  no  lotigei*  of  that  necessity,*  has  been  sus- 
pended ;  they  have  theot  lift^  up  their  heads,  and  left  the 
World  in  holy  triumph,"  without  the  least  disturbance  fron" 
doubt  or  fear.  It  is  also  too  much  to  say  that  we  are  to 
possess  uninterrupted  joy. 
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.  Some  have  expected  a  state  next  to  rapture ;  In  tliis  bow- 
ever  thej  have  been  often  disappointed.  Joy  is  indeed  a 
fruit  of  the  Spiriti  and  we  are  accordingly  commanded  to 
rejoice ;  and  to  rejoice  in  tribulation  ;  and  our  Lord  has  bid 
us  ask,  that  our  joy  may  be  full.  Xhese  expressions  cer- 
tainly denotera  state  of  great  substantial  happiqess,  yet  not 
the  ecstacy  they  imagined.  The  most  holy  are  not  exempt 
from  the  common  ills  of  life.  The  road  to  heaven  lies 
through  the  vale  of  tears.  Some  of  whom  it  was  said  tho 
.world  VFas  not  worthy,  were  destitute,  afflicted,  tormented. 
These  were  among  the  ancient  worthies ;  and  under  the 
gospel,  still  greater  numbers  in  the  kingdom  and  patience 
pf  the  Lord  Jesus,  though  filled  with  a  larger  measure  of  the 
Spirit,  have  suffered  yet  more  abundantly.  The  christian  has 
too  many  trials,  and  too  many  enemies,  not  to  have  his  joys  les- 
sened or  suspended  now  and  then.  If  there  were  no  other 
cause,  the  dishonour  done  to  God  by  the  impenitent,  and 
the  rejection  of  his  mercy,  would  do  it.  How  many  have 
paid  with  the  psalmist,  when  he  beheld  the  abounding  of  ini- 
quity, my  heart  is  sore  pained  within  me.  Rivers  of  water 
run  down  mine  eyes,  because  they  keep  not  thy  law  :  and 
St.  Paul  said  that  he  had  continual  sorrow  in  his  heart,  oc- 
casioned by  the  unbelief  and  obstinacy  of  his  countrymen. 

It  may,  however,  be  observed,  that  as  we  increase  in  the 
knowledge,  and  love  of  God,  we  shall  attain  to  much  greater 
assurance  of  his  gracious  designs  towards  us,  and  shall  find 
in  our  trials  much  greater  support  alForded.  We  may  then 
reasonably  conclude,  that,  as  we  get  more  of  the  Divine  na- 
ture, there  will  be  cause  for  much  greater  rejoicing. 

It  is  setting  it  too  high  when  it  is  represented  as 
setting  us  above  all  inactivity  and  depression  of  mind. 
Flatness  and  dulness  in  the  service  of  God,  are  very  un« 
pleasant  to  the  christian.  When  these  unwelcome  visitants 
tropUe  him,  they  make  him  almost  ready  to  think  that  he 
has  mistaken  his  true  condition.  The  service  he  offers  is  so 
Yery  remote  -from  that  word — "  The  zeal  of  thine  house 
hath  eatea  (oe  up,''  and  comes  so  short  of  the  observation  of 
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the  apostle^  it  is  gfood  to  be  Kealouslj  affected  alirajs  in  a 
good  thing,  that  he  would  be  discouraged,  if  bis  "conscfenc^ 
did  not  bear  him  witness  in  the  Holj  Ghost/'  that  he  aims  to 
do  the  ^^  will  of  God  from  his  heart.*'    This  maj  arise  from 
a  degree  of  un&ithfulness  in  the  use  of  our  talents,  and  in 
that  case  calls  for  more  watchfulness  and  humilty ;  yet  there 
tnaj  be  other  causes  which  spread  a  langour  through  the 
mind,  such  as  a  natural  and  unconquerable  lethargic  state 
of  body,  excessive  labour,  providential  interruptions  to  se- 
cret devotion  not  rightly  received  and  improved,  &c.  These 
circumstances  may  be  innocent  in  themselves,  tad  yet  may 
occasionally  damp  the  holy  fire.    It  requires  finequent  ex- 
ercises of  faith,  and  much  wisdom,  to  order  our  steps  a- 
right ;  nevertheless,  by  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  we 
may  in  the  end  prove  victorious. 

Leading  too  close  and  sedentary  a  life  has  the  same  e& 
feet.   It  frequently  happens  that  very  studious  men,  or  those 
engaged  in  great  concerns,  are  not  the  most  lively.    They 
spend  too  much  time  upon  comparatively  unimportant  sub- 
jects, or  to  the  increasing  of  their  knowledge  in  things  not 
immediately  tending  to  the  glory  of  God^  and  the  edification 
of  the  church  of  Christ,  to  which  every  man  of  €rod  should 
strictly  attend  according  to  his  ability.    All   was  dross  in 
the  estimation  of  the  apostle,  but  the  knowledge  of  his  cru- 
cified Lord,  by  which  the  world  was  crucified  to  him,  and 
he  to  the  world.    The  Spirit  of  truth  draws  us  to  Grod, 
ibr  the  fire  of  divine  love,  and  then,  as  it  were,  repels  us 
from  him,  to  bum  and  shine  in  the  world  ;  or,  in  other 
words,  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  preserve  life  and  fer« 
vency  of  spirit,  without  proportionable  activity  in  the  pro* 
motion  of  religion  among  men.    We  ought  thereibre  to  lay- 
out ourselves,  for  the  good  of  others,  especially  for  the 
salvation  of  their  souls  ;  and  while  we  are  aiming  at  this, 
the  Lord  will  cause  our  zeal  to   increase,  and  fill  our 
hearts  with  the  choicest  blessings  of  his  kingdom. 

Sanctification  is  set  too  high  when  it  is ^et  above  all  wan* 
dering  thoughts.    It  is  indeed  the  wfll  of  Ood  that  w# 
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should  wait  upon  him  without  distraction.  Many  enjoy  this 
salvation  in  an  eminent  degree,  and  no  doubt  it  is  a  privi« 
lege  belonging  to  the  pure  in  heart,  but  it  is  not  always  to 
be  expected  without  an  extraordinary  degree  of  grace,  and 
perhaps  not  always  then,  as  in  the  case  of  pain,  and  from 
other  eautes.  We  ought  to  remember  that  whatever  the 
intellect  is  employed  about,  engenders  thought.  All  our 
tempttttaons  do  the  same.  All  we  examine,  hear,  or  do,  ha^ 
the  same  tehdeney.  All  this  may  take  place  in  the  soul, 
and  we  still  preserve  a  conscience  void  of  oilence  toward 
Ood  and  toward  roan.  Should  we  be  thus  troubled,  we 
must  not  renounce  what  the  Lord  has  done  for  us.  This  is 
the  very  thing  our  enemy  tvatches  for.  liOt  us  remember  it 
is  promised  that  the  Lord  will  keep  us  in  perfect  peace,  if 
our  minds  are  staid  upon  him ;  and  those  things  we  heartily 
renounce  for  his  sake,  shall  never  be  imputed  to  us  for  ini« 
quity.  Prudently  oppose  whatever  does  •  not  tend  to  God, 
with  t^at  which  does,  and  you  shall  still  go  on  from  con* 
quering  to  conquer. 

It  is  set  too  high  when  set  above  all  temptation.  The 
christian  may  meet  with  severe  exercises  of  mind,  yet  feel 
the  witness  of  the  Spirit  that  he  stands  clear  of  sin,  though 
sometimes  it  may  be  very  feint ;  nevertheless  if  he  continue 
to  believe,  and  inwardly  cry  for  help,  the  Lord  will  hear 
and  send  deliverance.  We  must  not  give  up  our  confidenco 
in  the  all-purifying  blood  of  Christ.  There  is  no  necessity 
for  this,  and  the  doing  of  it  arises  merely  for  want  of  dis-* 
tingaishing  between  the  natural  feelings,  sin,  and  temp- 
tation. For  instance,  we  may  have  received  some  unex- 
pected nnkindness — in  this  ease  we  may  be  pained  and 
grieved.  In  the  same  mohnent,  we  may  be  tempted  to  reta-> 
liate.  .  We  put  it  from  us.  It  returns  again  and  again'. 
We  still  resist,  and  at  last  our  victory  is  complete.  Dur-^ 
ing  this  storm  our  minds  are  thrown  as  into  heaps,  but  wc^ 
continue  to  exercise  feith,  and  have  the  witness  in  ourselves^ 
and  when  the  calm  succeeds,  we  sensibly  feel,  that  by  over- 
coming^  im^ead  of  losing,   we  have  gained  much  viore 

4h 
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grace  aiid  hapjnnese.  In  tfi^se  spiritipal  cpuflicte  tbq  durie* 
tjan  doe«  not  alwaj^a  find  the  same  cause  ot  triuaiplii  la 
Bome  of  theai  )ie  barely  co^querB,  in  otbera  cs  nM-e  tlian 
[conqueror;  but,  admitting  that  he  ^qimiiers  at  bU^  on  a  close 
suFvej  he  is  obliged  thankfully  to  confess  tji^t  though  he 
s^med  to  have  neither  peace  nor  love>  nor.uny  ofthe  fruUs 
of  the  Spirit  left,  except  this  confidence  that  the  witiWAS  still 
remains,  (for  he  that  believeth  hath  the  witness  in  Jbimself) 
yet  he  see^  that  great  grac^  %vaB  upoA  hip,  and  re  jokes. 

.  But  supposing  that  (ly.  some  sudden  tepiptetioM  or  other* 
.wise,  yon  should  he  hurried  into  your  former  natural  dtspo* 
sitioni  and  bj  trifling,  unguarded  expressions,  boasting, 
f^psiplainiug,  &c.  you  find  that  you  have  grieved,  the  Holy 
'Spirit,  it  does  not  follow  because  yoa  have  slipped  down, 
that  all  your  bones  are  broken,  or  that;  by  one  such  transo 
gression  the  whole  body  of  sin  is  returned  into  your  aoul 
again;  surely  not.  No  degree  of  piety  destroys  our  fiiee 
a|;epcy;  and  as  here  we  know  but  in  part;  are  often  pressed 
down  with  the  corruptible  body;  and  (eyr  get  a&  much  esta* 
bKshed  in  grace  as  they  should  do ;  it  is  not  at  all  surpris- 
ing, that  the  mind  should  at  times  be  crushed  and  baffled  by 
ffae  inisrepres^ntations,  urgings,  and  repeated  attacks  of  our 
malicious  adversary  and  hia  agent^ 

.  On  such  an  occasion  Ml  down  before  God  in  deep  humi- 
liation, and  without  attempting  to  extenuate  or  cover  your 
ofience,  si|e  for  pardon  through  the  infinite  merit  of  the  Lord 
Jesus*  Do  not  stop  looking  at  what  yoa  have  fiUlen  over 
without  attempting  through  ^r  ortshame  to  arise;  fly  to 
the  blood  of  sprinkling,  bewail  yojur,weakne68e8,«and  pray 
for  the  healing  power.  ..Remember  St.  John^s  wocds,  ^fMy 
little  childi[e%  the^e  things  write  I  unto  you,  that^cm  not^. 
And  if  any  man  sin,  we  bavje  an  advocate  with  ihe  Father, 
Jesus  Christ  the  righ^eou^  I  ^nd  he.  is  the  propitiation  for 
Qtir  sins:  and  npt  lor  our'js  only^  but  also  for  tb^stoaof  th^ 
whole.  wor^d.V       •  •/  •     .      m 

While  yon  thus  sti^nd  repravpd  for  yow  faalts,  be  taooiii^ 
niged  by  JDiviiie  goodness  fitillto  pr^ee^d  in  Uio  path  of  doty* 

I.  i 
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M ftke  fresli  offers  of  yourelelTes  to  God^  and  run  tvith  re- 
newed rigour  the  race  set  before  yon.  Theit  '^  blood  which 
makes  the  wounded  whole*'  wUl  certainly  heal  you,  and  by 
stronger  acts  of  faith  yoa  will  receive  greater  strength  to 
preserve  you  in  future.  Beware  of  reasoning  yourselves 
into  discouragement,  and  as  soon  as  the  Comforter  return^ 
and  witnesses  to  your  hearts,  praise  him  with  unfeigned  lips, 
and  continue  to  rejoice  in  his  full  salvation. 

Should -any  serious  christian  inquire  how  he  may  be  fully 
established  in  this  liberty,  it  is  answered, 

1.  If  you  would  be  established  in  christian  holiness,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  you  to  believe,  without  wavering,  the 
love  of  Grod  towards  you  in  Christ  Jesus.  ^^  Believe  the' 
Lord,  so  shall  you  prosper,  believe  his  prophets,  so  shall  you 
be  established."  ^^  We  ha,ve  known,"  said  the  beloved  dis- 
ciple, ^^  and  believed  the  love  that  God  hath  to  ks ;  for  God 
is  love."  Frequently  meditate  upon  the  price  paid  for  your 
'  redemption — the  long  continued  efforts  of  the  Spirit  to  bring 
you  from  the  ways  of  sin — ^tbe  blessings  you  have  received, 
and  are  every  hour  receiving  from  above — and  the  prospect^ 
befo)*e  you.  Consider  these  things  as  the  Spirit  may  lead' 
you,  and  then  ask  yourself.  What  am  I,  or  what  my  father*^ 
house,  thsit  thou  art  so  mindful  of  an  unworthy  creature? 
Look  at  his  condescension  and  beneficence  till  you  areashatn- 
ed  to  doubt.  It  is  he  that  hath  wrought  this  work  of  sane- 
tification  in  your  soul,  and  it  is  his  good  pleasure  to  bringf 
you  to  his  everlasting  kingdom.  As  long  as  you  firmly  be-* 
lieve  this  no  fear  can  come  near  to  harm  you.  While  you 
see  and  know  that  the  Lord,  with  his  <'  great  and  strong 
sword,"  rises  against  the  "  piercing,  crooked  serpent,"  and 
all  your  enemies,' from  the  great  love  wherewith  he  loveth 
you,  nothing  then  can  make  you  afraid.  And  the  stronger  your 
confidence  is  in  himself,  the  better  will  he  be  pleased  with 
you  and  your  services. 

3.  And  as  you  must  thus  believe  in  what  the  Lord  ha9 
wrought  in  you^  if  you  would  not  be  robbed  of  it,  so  yoa 
must  strive  to  live  by  faith  in  your  crucified  Redeemer 
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pyerj  roomeoti  far  what  you  w«ot.  ^^  The  life  which  I  now 
live  in  the  flesh  (said  St.  Paul)  I  live  bj  the  fiiithof  the  Son  of 
God,  who  loved  me,  and  gaye  himaelf  for  me."  Christ  is  the 
|Sroper  object  of  your  &ith.  AU  your  blessings  are  derived 
from  him,  and  faith  must  be  considered  as  the  hand  that  re- 
ceives them.  Your  soul  roust  feed  upon  him,  you  must  eat 
his  flesh,  and  drink  his  blood.  Without  it  there  can  be  no 
increase  of  spiritual  life.  If  you  would  receive  the  benefit 
of  his  merits  and  intercession,  it  must  be  by  faith.  All  the 
advantages  arising  from  the  offices  he  has  taken  upon  himself 
for  you,  must  be  obtained  in  the  same  way.  Hence  you  see 
the  necessity  of  continually  looking  to  Jesus.  By  feith  the 
ancient  worthies  obtained  the  promises  of  their  dispensation, 
and  by  faith  you  must  expect  the  accomplishment  of  all  the 
promises  of  the  new  covenant.  By  faith  you  must  overcome 
the  world,  quench  the  fiery  darts  of  the  devil,  and  put  to 
flight  all  the  armies  of  the  aliens — temptations,  sins,  and 
Tanities.  Faith  that  works  by  love  is  the  spring  of  obedience. 
It  will  enable  you  to  give  up  your  all. to  God,  and  to  expect 
all  from  him*  It  will  deliver  you  from  anxious  thoughts 
concerning  futurity;  you  will  be  assisted  to  cast  yoor  care 
upon  him,  and  in  every  thing  b^  prayer  and  supplication 
with  thanksgiving  to  make  your  requests  known  to  God,  and 
his  peace  which  passctli  understanding,  shall  keep  your 
heart  and  mind  in  Christ  Jesus.  By  faith  you  have  access 
into  this  grace  in  which  you  now  stand,  and  every  fresh  sup- 
ply must  be  obtained  in  the  same  way.  In  short,  fiiith  is  an 
excellent  gift  of  God,  and  if  it  be  used  scripturally  it  cannot 
be  used  too  much.  Though  I  have  spoken  thus  highly  of 
faith,  I  am  no  Antinomiaii,  no;  I  exceedingly  dislike  Anti* 
nomianism.  That  sets  obedience  aside,  whereas,  what  is 
here  recommended  is  productive  of  all  good  works.  Live 
then  by  the  moment  in  him  who  is  the  ^^  truth,  the  life,  and 
the  way,"  and  you  shall  prove  the  faithfulness  of  God,  and 
be  strengthened  for  every  good- word  and  every  good  work. 
The  faith  that  produces  this,  puts  all  the  honour  upon  his 
hcad^  to  whom  it  is  due,  and  takes  nothing  to  itself^  and  thia 


Gmp:  6.3  FAOGUE8B  OP  uoLiVMs.  6  IS 

appeaifito  beChe  reason  why  the  hoitA  puts  sacli  honour  upon 
it.  ^^HethatthusbelieveBshallneverbeconfounded;'* though 
at  first  his  appearance  may  be  only  as  the  dawning  of  the 
rooming,  he  shall  soon  be  as  ^^  the  sun  when  he  goeth  forth 
in  his  might." 

.  3.  Frequently  exercise  yourself  in  particular  acts  of  faith, 
especially  in  seasons  of  trial  and  temptation.  If  you  have 
no  better  method,  use  the  following:  *^  Thou  art  the  Ai» 
mighty  God,  the  Creator  of  the  world  and  me.  Thou  hast 
formed  me  for  thy  praise,  and  I  am  thine.  Thou  preservest 
Bie  in  life,  and  multipliest  thy  blessings  upon  me.  Thine 
eye  is  continually  upon  me,  and  thy  hMid  is  stretched  out  in 
my  defence.  Thou  wilt  not  suffer  any  harm  to  approach 
me.  I  will  trust  in  thee,  and  not  be  afraid.  Thou,  O  Jesus, 
art  my  Saviour,  my  Redeemer,  my  all.  Thou  hast  died  for 
me.  Thy  blood  is  sprinkled  in  its  power,  and  virtilfe  on  my 
heart.  It  cleanseth  me  from  all  sin,  and  gives  me  boldness 
at  the  throne  of  grace.  Thou  hast  united  me  to  thyself*  I 
have  seen,  and  I  shall  still  see  thy  f^ory.  Thou  hast  con- 
quered my  soul  with  thy  love.  I  am  overcome  with  thy 
goodness.  My  heart  melts,  and  is  deeply  affected  with  thy 
kindnesses.  Thy  Spirit  dwells  in  my  soul,  diffusing  its  re- 
freshing influences  through  all  my  powers.  Thou  wilt  ful- 
fil thy  promises,  and  make  good  ail  thy  word  to  me.  Thou 
wilt  be  with  me  in  the  fire  and  in  the  water.  Thou  wilt 
bring  me  to  the  wealthy  place.  Thou  wilt  make  my  bed  in 
my  sicknesses.  Through  thee  I  shall  triumph  in  death. 
Thou  wilt  Qfen  for  me  the  everlasting  gates,  and  receive  me 
to  thyself,  where  I  shall  behold  thy  beauty,  and  from  the 
overflowing  and  everflowing  fountain  of  felicity,  drink  in 
the  joys  of  glorified  spirits.  Thou  wilt  unite  me  to  the 
church  of  the  first-bom  who  are  written  in  heaven,  and  with 
them  I  shall  praise  thee  without  weariness  and  without  end." 
1  have  just  given  this  hint,  but  I  would  have  you  enlarge 
upon  it  as  much  as  you  can.  Let  it  take  in  every  thing  in 
which  you  are  interested,  be  it  great  or  small.  It  is  an  ex- 
cellent antidote  for  doubt,  fear,  or  suspense,  and  a  most 
powerful  means  of  increasing  your  thankfulness. 
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4.  Be  cautions  of  pitjing  too  tnuch  attenfion  td  intms^ 
impulses,  and  impressioiis.    Some  of  these^  it  nrast  he  ac- 
koowledged,  have  been^nloiiitorj,  and,  tlierefore,  in  a  sober 
seas^,  thej  are  not  to  be  whoUj  disregarded.    Witlioiit 
this  sense,  you  will  be  in  danger  of  sliding  into  the  odd  (an* 
cies  of  visionaries,  the  wildness  of  enthusiasts,  or  of  drop- 
ping into  the  supineoess,  and  self-confidence  of  unseriptural 
nijfsticisai.    In  every  affsiir  consult  your  reason,  and  the 
openings  of  pro v  idence.    If  these  be  not  satis&ctory,  search 
tlie  scriptures;  if  they  shonld  be  silent  upon  it,  get  the  ad<* 
vice  of  your  christian  friends;  which,  joined  with  earnest 
and  importunate  prayet*  to  the  Lord,  will  make  your  path 
clear  before  you;  always  remembering  these  two  things,  that 
if  a  li(Undred  ways  were  presented  to  you,  that  must  be  fol- 
lowed which  is  most  for  the  glory  of  Ood,  and  that  there 
cannot  <f  ossibly  be  a  greater  blessing,  than  an  increase  of 
love,  lit  any  time,  or  by  any  means* 

5.  Preserve  true  simplicity  in  all  your  actions.  By  this 
1  mean^  aot  in  that  very  character  which  the  Lord  calls  you 
to  sustain,  withont  affecting  thai  of  any  other  person  what- 
ever. The  church  of  Christ  is  as  a  garden  of  beautiful  flow- 
era^  differing  in  sise,  colour,  and  shape,  yet  agreeing  in  beau- 
ty;  aild  it  is  sihiplictty  that  causes  this  variety.  Aim  then, 
if  I  may  so  express  it,  to  be  jfofir^e/f  upoit  all  occasionfl« 
This  will  tend  greatly  to  increase  your  «iacerity,  and  pre* 
serve  you  fpotn  flc^ltery  arid  flatterers.  ^*  Our  rejoicing  is  this, 
(said  the  apostle)  the  testimony  of  our  conscience,  that  in 
simplicity  and  godly  sincerity,  not  with  fleshly  wisdom,  but 
by  the  grace  of  God  we  have  had  our  conversation  in  the 
world."  Who  can  tell  what  a  number  of  superfluities  are 
out  off  by  this,  and  from  how  many  distractions  it  preserves 
the  mind!  It  will  keep  you  easy  upon  every  occasion,  and 
make  you  reispectable  to  your  christian  friends;  and  what  is 
best  of  all,  your  labours^  will  be  the  more  aco^table  to  God. 

6.  Let  your  passions  and  affect ions^  with'  all  the  powers 
of  your  mind,  be  duly  regulated'  by  the  word  and  Sphrit  of 
God.  This  is  a  lesson  you  bavci  daily  to  learn.  As  adrerse 
winds  call  forth  the  constant  exertions  and  skillW  the  pilol; 
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tlriit  he  may  Rttain  the  port;  so  the  Tarious  trials  oF  life 
fthould  rail  forth  the  utmost  endeavours  of  the  christian^ 
that  nothing  may  prevent  hid  full  admission  into  fhe  harbour 
of  eternal  rest.  Without  this  care,  how  easily  might  vre  be 
overset  by  an  excess  of  grief,  by  inordinate  affection,  by  the 
fertility  of  theimagination,bycuriosity,&;c.  But  where  this  is 
observed,  every  unnecessary  thing  is  cast  aside,  every  weight 
is'^rown  off,  and  the  unfettered  soul  rises  in  the  Divine  life) 
froni  day  to  day.  The  harmony  of  the  soul  arises  from  every 
feculty  being  preserved  in  its  proper  place;  and  while  you 
attend  to  this,  you  will  be  blest  and  preserved  in  peace; 

7.  Take  care  not  to  confound  things  as  some  do,  to  their 
ffreat  discomfort.  The  feebleness  of  the  heart,  they  call  its 
deceit  fulness.  Ijyte  with  them  is  the  same  ^sjoj/;  temptation, 
as  sin;  jrAorNromm^;  as  actual  rebellion;  and  the  nat^aiy<^e/- 
ing  of  the  mind,  as  a  proof  of  lurking  iniquity^  as  though  re- 
ligion rendered  us  insensible^  and  that  to  feel  is  to  be  sinfuL 
On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  danger  of  persons  actually  de* 
parting  from  the  law  ofl&oe,  and  calling  it  temptation;  which 
is  a  very  great  mistake.  Sin  is  sin,  and  ought  to  be  treated 
as  such,  unless  we  intend  to  run  into  error  and  destruction. 
Learn  then  to  distinguish  between  these  things,  so  will  you 
nioi^  readily  understand  o  hers,  and  they  will  sooner  under* 
stand  yon,  and  thus  much  confusion  will  be  prevented. 

8.  Beware  of  shunning  the  cross.  If  your  heart  be  right| 
the  Spirit  of  holiness  will  point  you  out  your  work.  Wliat- 
ever  it  maybe,  do  it;  whether  it  be  bearinga  public  testimony 
ibr  your  God,  Reproving  sin,  visiting  the  sick,  acting  in  pub- 
lic, speaking  of^  and  recommending  religion  to  your  relations, 
acquaintance,  your  family,  or  strangers  bearing  with  the 
frowardness  or  lightness  of  others,  opposing  fashionable  vices 
and  follies,  faithful  and  fearless  among  worldly  men,  however 
great,  wise,  or  respectable,  &£• 

Strive  to  follow  Jesus  in  his  perfect  example,  till  you 
<<  come  unto  a  perfect  man,  to  the  measure  of  the  stature  of 
the  fulness  of  Christy"  and  <*  may  grow  up  into  him  in  all 
things  which  is  the  head,  even  Christ;"  and  follow  him  in 
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bis  followcre,  in  shame,  r^irqiich,  and  persecation* 
their  prosperity,  and  make,  them  jour  companions.  Bear 
with  their  weaknesses,  and  cover  their  failings  as  far  as  can 
be  done  with  a  good  conscience.  Let  the  Ianj;uage  of  your 
heart  and  tongue  be,  ^'  This  people  shall  be  mj  people,  and 
their  God  my  God." 

9.  Be  always  ready  for  your  departure.  You  are  only  a 
passenger  through  this  world.  Heaven  is.  your  home,  and 
your  face  should  be  always  towards  it.'  You  are  not  per- 
mitted to  know  hoWy  or  Tsohercy  or  when  your  Lord  will  call. 
Let  your  loins  then  be  always  girt,  your  lamp  bmrning,  and 
you  all  in  readiness  for  the  heavenly  bridc^obm.  Blessed 
is  that  servant  whom  his  Lord,  when  he  com^t^,  shall  find 
watching,  for  he  shall  be  put  in  possession  of  the  inheritance 
that  is  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  that  fadetb  not  away. 
Then,  if  you  thus  act,  with  all  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord, 
yon  shall  be  crowned  with  everlasting  joy  and  gladness^  and 
sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee  airay. 

On  a  survey  of  the  m  hole,  we  may  justly  say,  ^  Behold 
what  manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  bestowed  upon  us, 
that  we  should  be  called  the  sons  of  God — and  it  doth  not 
yet  appear  what  we  shall  be:  but  we  know,  that  when  he 
shall  appear,  we  shall  be  like  him,  for  we  shall  see  him  as 
he  is ;  and  he  that  hath  this  hope  In  him,  purifieth  himself* 
even  as  he  is  pure.'* 

I  have  thus  endeavoured  to  give  you  a  short  view  of  this 
subject,  and  hope  that  my  labour  will  not  be  altogether  in 
vain.  It  is  a  great  and  glorious  truth,  that  the  blood  of 
Christ  cleanseth  from  all  sin,  and  that  you  and  I  may  expe- 
rience the  full  virtue*  of  it  all  our  days,  is,  and  shall  be  mj 
most  fervent  and  hearty  prayer. 

FINIS. 
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